























































































































































































































(Bqlisilian) June 18, 1975
=l i First Draft

PRESIDENTIAL REMARKS FOR CRIME MESSAGE BRIEFING, THURSDAY,
JUNE 183, 1973

Two months ago, at Yale University's Law School, I spoke about

a subjzct that touches the lives of all Americans -- crime. Today, Iam

in
sendirg the Congress a special message which spells out koncrete terms

the crime-fighting ideas I advocated in that speech.
‘or too long, law has centered its attention more on the rights of the

erimi 21 than on the victim of the crime. It is high time we reversed this
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trend,

Zven though the role of the Federal Government in combatting crime

Ll
>

is-a | nited one, it can provide leadership. It can improve the quality of
existing Federal laws and the Federal justice system. It can enact
and vigorously enforce new laws governing criminal conduct at the Federal

level. - And it can provide financial and technical assistance to State and _
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Tor example, I propose that the Congress enact mandatory prison

o~

local governments in their own battle against lawlessness.

sentences for Federal offeanses committed with firearms or other dangerous



weapens -- and for hijackers, kidnappers, traffickers in hard drxxgs
and repeated Federal oifenders. This measure alone will take many
dangerous criminals oif the streets.

We can and must make our legal system what it was always
meant to be -- 2 means of insuring ""domestic tranthili;tsr":'land making

America safe for decen:, law-abiding citizens.

(AT

This is not a2 par:isan issue. Itis a matter of deep personal

b
t5e 1

conce'rn to all Americans. So Iurge the Congress to consider and

- .

act on this message in 2 prompt, positive, non-partisan spirit.

To fill you in on ‘e details of the crime message, I will now

turn you over to the N .:ion's senior law enforcement official -~ Attorney

Generatl Levi. ; £l




MEMORANDUM vo

" THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

June 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESRPSENT

L 4
FROM: Jim Canno WA

Attached, at Tab A, is a paragraph that the Attotney General
has recommended be added to your crime message.

The Attorney General is concerned that if the message does not
contain some reference to white-collar crime, certain news
reporters will focus on and exploit this aspect.

The paragraph he suggests would be inserted after the first
paragraph on page 19. ‘

The Counsel to the President and I concur in the Attorney'
General's recommendation.

- Agree

Disagree



Finally, white-colla? crime is taking an increasing
toll iﬁ terms of financial and sociél costs. The United
States éhamber of Commerce recently reported that in 1974
white-collar crime cost the public approximately $40 billion,
excluéing the costs of pricé-fixing and industrial espionage.
In addition to direct economic losses, white-collar crime can
destroy confidence in and sdpport for the nation's economic,
legal and political institutions. In recognition of the
grévity of the impact of white-collar crime, I have directed
the Attorney General to undertake new initiatives to coordinate

all Federal enforcement and prosecutorial efforts against

white—-collar crime.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 19, 1975
12:30 a.m.

REVISED PLAN FOR HANDLING CRIME MESSAGE

Transmittal to Congress 3 p.m. Thursday, June 19

Attornsy General and President meet.
President will sign Message - photo
opportunity.

President will then go to the briefing room
at 3:30 p.m. accompanied by the Attorney
General and make a brief statement on the Message.

The President will then depart; the Attorney
General will brief reporters on the Message
and take guestions.

Briefings

a.

The Congress

--  Republican leadership was briefed by
the President and Attorney General on
Tuesday, June 17.

-~ Senate Judiciary Committee were briefed
by Ken Lazarus on Wednesday, June 18.

~- House Judiciary Committee were briefed
by Dick Parsons on Wednesday, June 18.

Media

~-- Justice Department backgrounded--on
Wednesday, June 18--(on an embargo basis)
reporters who cover the Justice Department
from the following papers and wire services:

UPI, AP, Los Angeles Times, New York
Times, washlngbon Post, Chicago Tribune,
Newsweek and Time. )



-—- Attorney General to appear on the Today
Show. ~

—— Jim Cannon and Dick Parsons to brief

selected group of columnists put together
by Bill Greener.

Public Interest Groups

-—- Jim Falk will brief by telephone key
officials of the National Governors'
Conference, including Governors Dan Evans,
Bob Ray, and Cal Rampton.

-- Jim Falk will brief John Gunther of US
Conference of Mayors and provide him with
text of Message which Gunther will dex to
the mayors of the 150 largest cities.

~=~ Jim Falk will brief Bernie Hildebrand of
the National Association of Counties.

-- Jim Falk will prepare Presidential letter
to send to the 50 Governors with copies
of the Message.

National Rifle Association

-- Jim Cannon and Mike Balzano covered this
base on gun control.

Special Interests Groups

~- Bill Baroody and Ted Marrs are putting
together a list of outside groups to be
invited to a Roosevelt Room briefing
by the Attorney General, Jim Cannon,
and Dick Parsons.

-— Bill Baroody to do mailing of Message to
the presidents of selected groups.

Legislation L

LEAA - to be readv by June 25. iz
Gun Control - to be ready by June 25.

Mandatory Sentencing - to be ready by June 25.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE L : JUNE 19, 1975

OPFICE‘OP THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT
: ON HIS
MESSAGE ON CRIME

THE BRIEFING ROOM

3:32 P.M, EDT

Mr. Attorney Genébal; two months ago, at Yale
University Law School, I spoke about a subject that
touches the lives of all Americans «- crime.

Today, I am sending to the Congress a special
message spelling out in concrete terms the program for
curbing crime and insuring domestic tranquility, which
I advocated in that speech.

First, and foremost, our effort should be
directed toward the protection of law~-abiding citizens.
For too long, the law has centered its attention more
on the rights of the criminal than on the vietim of crime.

It is high time that we reverse this trend and
put the highest priority on the victims and potential
victims.

5 Even though the chief responsibility in com-
bating crime lies with State and local officials, the

2deral Government can provide leadership. It can
improve the quality of existing Federal laws and the
Federal judicial system.

It can enact and vigorously enforce new laws
governing criminal conduct at the Federal level, and it
can provide financial and technical assistance to State
and local governments in their efforts to stem lawlessness.

For example, I propose that the Congress
enact mandatory prison sentences for Federal offenses
committed with firearms or other dangerous weapons, and
for highjackers, kidnappers, traffickers in hard drugs

and repeated Federal offenders who commit crimes of
violence,

I urge State and local authorities to take

.similar steps.

5,

\ MORE

(OVER)
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I am unalterably opposed to Federal registration
of guns or gun owners. I do propose that the Cengress
enact legislation to deal with those who use handguns
for criminal purposes, v

I also propose further Federal restrictions
on so-called Saturday night specials.

We can and must make our legal system what it
was always intended, a means of insuring domestic
tranquility in making America safe for decent and
law-abiding citizens.

This is a matter of deep personal concern to
all Americans. So, I urge the Congress to reflect
this concern for the victims of crime by acting on this
message in a prompt, positive and nonpartisan spirit.

To provide more details concerning the message
and the program that we have put together, I will now
ask the Attorney General, Mr. Edward Lev1, to fill you
in on the details. ‘

Thank you very, very much.

END (AT 3:35 P.M. EDT)





