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June 10, 1976

MEMORANDUM FROM COUNSELLOR HARTMANN

SUBJECT: BICENTENNIAL SPEECHES

The President has considered his participation
in major Bicentennial events during the period July 1-5
and has directed me to coordinate the preparation and
timely production of his speech drafts within the
following thematic guidelines which represent his initial
preferences after consultation with senior advisers.
They are not intended to be overly rigid or to inhibit
creative work, but to subdivide the basic Bicentennial
theme into specific areas to be addressed appropriately
in the six principal forums that have been identified.
At least two and perhaps more individuals, both within
and outside of the staff, will be assigned to each major
speech, with a deadline for first draft submission by
5:00 p.m. Wednesday, June 16.

The overall theme will be THE AMERICAN ADVENTURE.
The time frame for expanding on this theme is not a
narrow focus on the events of 1776 nor even limited to
the 200 years of national independence we, are now marking,
but the whole sum of how we got where we are and what
made us what we are, the elements that make America and
Americans unique, and where we want to go from here.
While the American experiment and the American experience
are kindred concepts, "adventure" conveys a sense of
excitement and of continuation -- the best is yet to be.
The phrase "The American Adventure" can be used appro-
priately -- though not excessively -- throughout all the
speech drafts to establish a conceptual unity for the
series. It is possible they will be published in book-
let form for a permanent record of the President's

Bicentennial views. : —
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We should not abruptly abandon the overall theme
which thé President has been using for the past year --
the "Three Centuries" idea; that America's first century
of independence saw the establishment of a free political
system; our second centui¥y the development of a free
economic order made possible by a political climate
of freedom; and that the third century ahead should sece
the restoration of and expansion of independence for the
individual, which was where it all began. This last point --
individ@yl freedom as our priority goal for 1976 and beyond,
should receive the emphasis from here on out.

In order to provide symmetry and to ensure that each
treatment of each subject looks forward more than backward

in Bicentennial self-congratulation, it is suggested that
the framework for each speech be in three parts: Progress
in the past; Challenge of the present; Goals for the future.

All the drafts should be short, taut, and straight-
forward. While they of necessity deal with political and
economic principles and institutions, there should be no
campaign code. words or partisan insinuations whatsoever.

They should a&tate the President's sincere convictions

about America and its future in understandable and acceptable
terms. Noble and profound thoughts can be expressed in direct
and simple words, as Jefferson and Lincoln did. Any whiff

of pomposity or pretentious elegance must be avoided. The
President will be speaking for, as well as to, all the people
of America. He will have to speak in their flanguage, not
that of poets or philosophers. ’

We must not be carried away by the thought that this
July 4 will by virtue of the decimal system and our affinity
for anniversaries be a major milestone in human history. Read
some of the junk uttered in 1876. It will be nice if some
of the President's Bicentennial phrases make Bartlett's
Quotations, but that is not his goal. His goal is to speak
to Americans today, and in so doing, to articulate for us
and for the world what America is, and what America can be.
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THE AMERICAN ADVENTURE

-

The overall theme is to delineate not only what
has made the American adventure successful, but what
makes it unique. These’ elements have brought forth upon
this continent not only a new nation, but a new kind of
people. What they have in common is not race, religion,
ancestral homeland or kinship, but characteristics and
values derived from their common experience. By reaching
for the unknown while retaining a reverence for the past,
exemplified by law and learning; through the joyous pur-
suit of happiness as well as the somber spirit of sacri-
fice; Americans have created here a firm foundation for
liberty and a haven of opportunity unmatched in human
history. As the American Adventure continues into its
Third Century of nationhood, our goal is to extend the
blessings of liberty "to all the inhabitants thereof"
and to reinforce the independence of the individual
for his or her fulfillment and realization of rights
and responsibilities.

Speech 1. REACHING FOR THE UNKNOWN (Air and Space Museum, July 1)
(10 mins.)y *

The hallmark of the American adventure has been a
willingness to explore the unknown -- whethexr it lay across
an ocean, a continent, a solar system or the frontiers of
human knowledge. Americans have always been ready to try
new and untested enterprises; new political, social and
-economic systems; new inventions in the apts and sciences;
and new rights for men. The continuing adventure of ex-
ploring the unknown will be dramatized by the landing on
Mars of an unmanned U. S. space vehicle on July 4.

Speech 2. REVERENCE FOR THE PAST (National Archives, July 2)
(5 mins.)

The fixed stars of freedom which have guided the
American adventure have been documents and writings that
embody the heritage of our past —-- the 0ld and New Testaments,
Magna Carta, the colonial declarations of protest and in-
dependence, the Declaration, the Constitution, the Bill
of Rights and subsequent amendments, the Emancipation
Proclamtion. Law and learning have been the launching pads
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for exploration and experimentation. The Declaration is

central; government comes from the people; basic human

rights come from God and are inviolate against governments;

still the most revolutlonary political idea anywhere around.

Speech 3. THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS (Honor America Performance July3)
(10 mins.)

We are the only country whose basic charter gives
this equal place with life and liberty among the unalienable
and God-given rights of man and woman. Each individual
pursues his or her own happiness in is or her own way, but
the arts -- especially the performing and participatory
arts -- are a major source of happiness in the American
Adventure, whether folk art or fine art. American art
has also enriched the world., A lighthearted salute to the
arts in America is appropriate to the evening of entertain-
ment.

Speech 4. THE SPIRIT OF SACRIFICE (Valley Forge, July 4)
(10 mins.) V

The American Adventure has been sustained by sacrifice
and the willingness to stick to it and see it through. The
Continental Army at Valley Forge, the pioneer wagons rolling
west, the defense of liberty in war and peace, the care of
widows and orphans and less fortunate neighbors, the
saving to make our children's lives better than ours, these
traits characterize Americans and must not be lost. The
challenge to our generation is to continues4¢o sacrifice |
when necessary to insure the progress of freedom. In the f
face of adversity, diligence, unselfishness, and strength
will be essential now and in the future.

Speech 5. A FOUNDATION FOR LIBERTY (Independence Hall, July 4)
(15 mins.) f

The union of the tried and the untried, the known ,
and the unknown, has created a foundation for American liberty.
The true meaning of liberty, embodied in the Declaration of
Independence itself, is that men may be masters rather than
victims of their destiny. The purpose of our government,
embodied in the Constitution, is to preserve this liberty.
With our freedom comes the obligation to ensure that all. e
our fellow citizens can have the opportunity to make the LR
most of their lives.
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Speech 6. A HAVEN OF OPPORTUNITY (Monticelio, July 5)
(10 mins.) :

The American opportunity, the right of individuals
to shape their own destiny, is not limited by social, econ-
omic or geographic boundaries. The colonists saw their
settlement as "a city upon a hill, the eyes of all people
are upon us;" and we declared our independence "with a
decent respect for the opinions of mankind." We shared
our destiny of freedom not only with those who came to
our shores, but with all people throughout the world
who share our ideals. This dymanic element of the American
adventure keeps America young and reaching for the unknown
as we enter our third century. See also Irving Kristol memo.
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MEMORANDUM
June 7, 1976
: Robert T, Hartmann
FROM: Irving Kristol N
: _  The President's bicentennial speeches

Here, as requested, are some thoughts about the themes the President might
evoke in his speeches on or about July 4, I propose them with great
diffidence, because I really have no background as a speechwriter and,

in addition, do not know President Ford well enough to have a "feel" as
to what kind of speech he is comfortable with,

To begin with, I sygqgest that you and your staff take a look at the collection
of lectures published by the American Enterprise Institute under the title
America's Continuing Revolution. There are lectures by myself, Martin
Diamond, Daniel Boorstin and others of a similar outlook, I suspect you
might find them useful in ways which even I cannot foresee,

. : “

Let me begin with the Monticello speech, because I find myself with some
specific thoughts on this question of "a nation of immigrants." The

thoughts have been provoked by my teaching experience -- it is astonishing
how little our young people appreciate the uniqueness of the immigrant
experience in this country, and I'm sure their elders are no more enlightened,
This unigueness is revealed in two extraordinary facts:

(1) The United States is, to my knowledge, the only nation in history
which, during most of its existence, permitted unrestricted immigration,
The boldness of this policy has been insufficiently appreciated -- we gambled
that we could take in anycne, from anywhere, and that simply by reason of
their experience in America these pecple would become loyal, law-abiding,
productive citizens, The gamble worked. And the success of this enterprise
reveals both the universality of the political ideals on which the U,S, was _..—..

founded, and their realism. P (\
o R

{2) The U,S. is, to my knowledge, the first nation, and still remains’ ® )

one of the very few nations -- it may even be the only one: check it outl -» N

which makes the acquisition of citizenship an automatic proceeding. The

P
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conditions for becoming a citizen are specific, and those who fulfill
these conditions have a right to citizenship -- one which the government
cannot deny. In all other countries I am familiar with, citizenship is
regarded as a privilege, not a right, and the political authorities have
final discretion as to whether to bestow or withhold it,

{(3) The reason behind both of these phenomena is the fact that the
United States is unique among nations in being founded, not on race, not
on kinship, not on language, not on religion, but on political values,

To be an American is.to subscribe to these values., We are uniquely a
political community, as distinct from an ethnic community, a religious
community, a racial community, or any other kind. Our two key political
values are individual liberty (i.e., limited government) and civic liberty
{i.e., self-government), Our experience with mass immigration demonstrates
that these are not parochial values, not peculiar to Americans, but rather
reside in the hearts and minds of men and women all over the world.

For the President's Independence Hall speech, I would suggest the use of
the quotation from Iincoln, in a speech also delivered in Independence
Hall, as quoted at the opening of Diamond's lecture. That quotation reads:.

"I am filled with deep emotion at finding myself standing here in
the place where were collected together the wisdom, the patriotism, the
devotion to principle, from which sprang the institutions under which we
live,”

L4
L4

These are noble, simple words,.  They also make an important point: At
. Independence Hall was born both the Declaration and the Constitution,

and these two documents cannot be understood except in the light of one
another. The Declaration provides us with the purpose of government, as
Americans understand it -- i.e., to secure the rights of the individual,
against even government, The Constitution gives us the means to this end --
i.e., a democratic republic, with a decentralized, federal structure, and
with checks and balances within this government, The importance of checks
and balances certainly needs to be emphasized today. But the importance
of a decentralized political structure needs to be emphasized even more.
It is healthy and vigorous self-government, on the local level, that is
the bedrock of American freedom. ,




For his Valley Forge speech, I woqld suggest the President emphasize
that, though affluence is a good thing, and the spirit of compassionate
reform is a good thing, in the end a nation survives only to the extent
that the spirit of self-discipline and self-sacrifice is strong and
vital, I would even go so far as to suggest that he ask the question:
are we in danger of becoming a nation of cry-babies? Are we becoming

a people who panic at the least sign of adversity? Are we becoming a
people with a faith, not in God or in ourselves, but in a paternalistic
government to shelter us from all of life's hardships and misfortunes?

For his Smithsonian speech, I would suggest that the President make the
point that, while technological progress can, in some circumstances,
represent a threat to the quality of American life, it is also true -~
and we should never forget it -~ that this very "quality of life"™ is
itself based on, and has been shaped by, the spirit of scientific and
technological progress. A faith in scientific and technological progress
is not simple-minded. idolatry, but rather expresses a profound American
confidence that a ¥ree people, freely using their creative talents, can
use science and technology to resolve the problems posed by science and
technology. If this is not the case, then the argument for freedom
itself -~ freedom of thought, freedom of intellectual enterprise, freedom
to innovate -~ is itself brought into guestion., This is the danger with
some of the more extreme versions of "environmentalism™: their logic would
lead to the government's trying to cope with, not merely ithe effects of
technological innovation (which is proper), but with the sources of
scientific and technological innovation,

One little point: I think it would be nice if the President, somewhere,
cound make the point that both Diamond and I make, to the effect that
the American Revolution was a "law-and-order"™ revolution, in contrast to
practically all subsequent revolutions -~ and that is one of the secrets
of its success. The quote from Tocgueville in Diamond's essay (page 34)
is useful here -~ also see pages 6-9 of my essay.

I have no idea if these thoughts are in any way useful to you. I hope

they are. ‘ :
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THE WHITE HOUSE F yl:

WASHINGTON
June 15, 1976 W_

MEMORANDUM FOR: GLENN SCHLEEDE
FROM: DENNIS BARNES@B'
SUBJECT : President's July 1 Dedication Speech

for the Air and Space Museum.

Apparently, the speechwriter's office is handling the

speech now. The dedication is one of six occasions in

a Bicentennial series of speeches which will be prepared
\for the President.

I gave the information which we received from NSF to
David Boorstin, who will be writing the dedication speech.
He was not aware of Dillon Ripley's suggestion for a
museum-oriented dedication.

Although the lead for the speech now lies with Boorstin,
his office is accepting ideas until C.0.B. Wednesday.
Unless you suggest otherwise, however, I have dropped any
further effort.

I am informing Phil Smith of the above.






