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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

September 19, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR : JIM CANNON
FROM : SAM HALPER
SUBJECT : Press Accounts of Benitez' Meeting

with the Vice President

1. On Wednesday, September 11, two San Juan papers
guoted him as saying that at their September 9 meeting,
the Vice President a) looked "very favorably" on the
report of the Ad Hoc Advisory Group; b) "congratulated
me (Benitez) on the work and offered to talk with the
President on behalf of the proposals" and c¢) "said he
would help push the consideration of the proposals in
the White House." (Stories attached.)

2. On Tuesday, September 16, Governor Hernandez Colon

with considerable pleasure told me the Resident Commissioner
had assured him that the Vice President's support could be
counted on.

Why has Benitez been doing this? Earlier he publicly .
threatened that unless the President acted fast on the Report,
he (the Resident Commissioner) would himself introduce the
legislation into Congress.

On the face of it Benitez is trying to keep his party's
promise, made at the last election, to effect a change in
status. That's the most proper interpretation. There are
other factors. Benitez is a born enthusiast, a whiz kid and,
though graying, still acts the Boy Wonder that in fact he
once was. He is an avid kudos-seeker; now, his appetite
is whetted by what he regards as a great chance. Governor
Hernandez Colon is in trouble largely because of Puerto Rico's
particularly disastrous economic downturn. Benitez believes
that if he brings home the status bacon, he might be able to
winkle Hernandez out of the renomination and himself become the
Popular Party candidate. He believes he has a powerful ally.
After a long period out in the cold he has in the last few
years once more come into favor with ex-Governor Luis Munoz
Marin, founder and guardian of the Popular Party. This gives



him 1) some immunity from Hernandez Colon's displeasure

and 2) some enclaves of support among the leaders as well
as the rank & file. If he marches in bearing the good news
from Washington -- and is seen as the man primarily respon-
sible for it -- he might blitz the convention. In any event,
Benitez's time is now or never; he will be 67 next month,

68 when election time rolls around, November 1976.

In sum, Mr. Rockefeller's views have been misrepresented
and grief thereby was done to Mayor Romero, de facto head
of the New Progressive Party, which is pro-Republican.
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EL MUNDO September 11, 1975

The Resident Commissioner, Jamie Benitez, said yes-—
terday that the Vice President, Nelson Rockfeller,
who presides over the Domestic Coun011 at the White
House, rgsponded "very favorably" to the proposals
of the new compact of relations betweem Puerto Rico
and the United States formulated by the Ad Hoc
Advisory Group on Puerto Rico.

Benitez said that he was at a meeting on Tuesday at
the White House with Rockfeller for 45 minutes to
explain the recommendations of the Committee.

Members of the staff of the Domestic Council have
admitted that this administration is being pressured
by statehooders, lead by the Mayor of San Juan, Carlos
Romero Barcelo, and the ex-Governor, Luis A. Ferre to
delay action on the proposals. Benitez pointedout that
Rockfeller said that he would help push =~ _- .

the consideration oFf the proposals in the White House.
The Domestic Council, which is presided over by Rock-
feller, helped in the establishment of the Ad Hoc
Advisory Group and is responsible for the consideration
of the proposales on behalf of the President.

The Resident Commissioner also declared yesterday, Wed-
nesday, that two members of the mainland delegation of
the Ad Hoc Advisory Group have already sent separate re-
ports to be included with the recommendations of the
Advisory Group.

Benitez's opinion is that the separate views of Sen-
ator J. Bennett Johnston and businessman Paul N.

Howell are favorable to the proposale of the full
committee.






























































































































































