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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 21 , 1975 

.f\1.EETING vHTH REPRESENTATIVE JOHN J. RHODES ( R-ARI Z) AND 
OFFICERS OF THE lo.SSOCIATED GENERAL CONTRACTORS OF A1'1ERICA 

Tuesday, July 22, 1975 
4:30-5:00 p.m. (30 minutes) 

I. PURPOSE 

The Ca_bine t Room 

From: Max L. Friedersdorf /~4. 5 · 
To accommodate requests from Congressmen Rhodes and 
Harsha that the President meet with officers of the 
Associated General Contractors of America (AGC) . 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIP;.'\NTS AND PRESS PLAN 

A. Backgro\l_~d: 

1. Congressmen Rhodes and Harsha have requested the 
President meet with AGC officers to discuss situs 
picketing . 

2. The issues of 14-B (ri ght to work), and the $2.00 tariff 
on imported oil may also be raised by AGC officials. 

3. AGC is irrevocably committed against situs pi~keting and 
will likely be very critical of any Administration suppor~ 
r egardless of othe~ considerations. 

4. The House will likely act on H.R. 5900, which would per
mit on-site picketing at construction sites , before the 
August recess, while the Senate expects to report a bill 
from the Labor & Public \"lelfare Committee. 

5. AGC Executive Secre tary James Sprouse has been very 
aggressive on arrang ing a meet ing with the President, 
stimulating strong Hill pressure and criticizing the 
number of labor leaders seeing the President. 

6. The AGC Executive Committee is composed of the chief 
executive off icers of 21 major U.S. construction firms. 

7. A previous briefing paper giving background on conunon 
situs picketing is attached in Tab A. 

B. Partic_Lpants_: SeG Tub B 
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C. Press Plan: 

Press Office to announce meeting. White House 
photographer only. 

TALK] l~G POINTS 

1. John Rhodes , Bill Harsha and others have indicated the 
desire of AGC officials for a meeting on legislative 
matters involving situs picketing and perhaps some 
other matters. 

2. I am delighted to meet with you and receive your 
conu11ents and ideas. 

3. I appreciate John and Bill, who unfortunately could not 
be here today, for their help in arranging this 
meeting. 
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July 15 , 1975 

HEET=~,-;G TO DISCUSS LEGISLATIOL-J 
PERHITTI.NG ?ICKSTING AT CONSTRUCTimT SITES 

Wed~esday , June 16, 1975 
1~15 p. m. (30 rninut.es) 
T~e Cabinet Room 

PUR?OSE 

From: Hax Friedersdorf j)j 6 
This meeting is to discuss the Administration's poslt:.lon 
in reg01rd to legislation ~,.rhich T,rould permit on-site 
picketing at construction sites. 

II. BACKGROT.JND, PARTICIPANTS, .t'< .. ND PRESS PLfu\1 

A. Bac;(qrc:_::w.J.d 

The 'I'aft·-E2rtlev Jl.ct prohibits n secondary boycot.ts ," 
a.i_;.~ed at 2. r1eutr 2.l ewployer to 

~272 hi~ ::.:ease doi~g business wit~ an employer 
~:ha.t J.S : ::o:::fo:cts 

7di .;..=.:;. \·l~:~= ~ u~ion has a c1i~ect dis;::Jut'2 .. Since 
::.~2 ·:::::~ _::;::::--=.:;tio:l. ir:d'~3 trv is one in ~dhich D2il~l 
~i::::::er3~~ =ontractors are usually involved in one 
? .. :.-::.:~ 2::.:--:::.. -:_:_---..is 9:-c.·o::.ibit:io:-1. !:'cas been gen2rally 
ir-.tc::_.:-re::.eC. to cea::->. t:1.a"'::: t:-1ere can be no picketing 
at ~ ~=~s-=~~ction site . 

~~::::;:_.::_?-~i:::: ~.v~~icl: ,.,oul·::: De rmi t such pic\:et.:.ns lS 
c~rra~t~y j2fcre t~e Co~gress: 

l~.R. 5900 S?onsored ~y Congress~an T~o~pson 
h~s been or~2=ed rcso=ted out o f t~e Educuticn . 
c .. ll:1 ~Labor C.:-=:-.~ti::. tee . 

S. 1479 ssc~sored bv Senator Harrison Williu~s - -
J .. :~; t"J'-.2 SL:b~ ~cL. o.E h.2.:-t:r-ir~ss by tl-12 Senate I;t!bo::
(lr:~t ? ub l :_ c · ·i \.~ J_ = :t.!:-~ Cor:,.r:li t ·tee . 
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S02cr:etary DLJ.n.l<Jp in testii~'.oc:y befor~c the Eousr.:> 
Committee indico.ted support for "legislution to 
legulize common sites pic~eting, if thCJ.t legislation 
is carefullv designed to incorporute appropriCJ.te 
und essen tiill safeguards . " 'l'he Secretary indicCJ. ted 
the Admin is t:.ration ' s a.vaila'Jili ty for \vorking to 
develop sue~ safeguards. 

Suggestions have been made to permit such picketing if: 

1. Ten C:..::.'rs notice is provided prior to pic~:eting. 

2. Pic~e~ by local ~nion is authorized at t~e national 
level o~ the union organization. 

Congress:::.an Rhodes has written to you requesting 
thut yo~ O?pose these bills and any attempt to permit 
on-site ?i~keting at construction projects. His 
oppositio~ was not brought to Secretary Dunlop 1 s 
attention prior to the Secretary Is testifying. r1eedless 
to say, the constructio:1 industry is also opposed to 
any cha_r;_ge. 

B. ParticiDants - See Tab A 

C . Press PlaC"l 

rl'o be a.r_::cur:..ced . 

II~ .. T~~~~I::lG POI~~~S 

l 
~. 

2. 

~·12 all~:.:-_:::-. .; that t::Ce question o£ on-site pic:-.;:eti::.g 
at cons'::::::-..:.:::tion p:::-:Jjects has been a controver::;ial 
subject f::::::- years. Is the Congress moving to~ard 
a. r-2scl·..:.--:.=-_::.:: of tn.=_s -c :.-o::; l~u? 

~ '(['_ 2. t 2_~ ~ --"" . ~ . .,. . . . --"OOSSlD2..J...:.. :::.. es 0::: working out a f :i.n.al -
:Josi_~i::::: ::::.:::-:::-eec.ble tc .::.1=.. pc.~ties? 



Purt icipa.nts 

Senator Hugh Scott 
Senator n3.rrison Hilliarns 
Sen2tor Jacob Javi~3 
Congressman Carl ?erkins 
Congre3sman Alber~ Q~ie 
Congressw.an Fra.rc.:z ~hompson 
Congressman ~arvi~ Esch 
Congressman Jo~~: ?hodes 
Congressmar_ Jo'C..::. .!,.shbrook 
Secretary of ~a=or Dunlop 
Undersecrctar~, o= Commerce Tabor 
Jarnes Lynn 
Jack t1arsh 
James Cannon 
Max Friedersdor£ 
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PAETICIPANTS 

The President 

Representative John Rhodes 

Officers of the Associated General Contractors of America 
John N. Matich, President 
Matich Constructors 
Colton, California 

Ben M. Hogan, Senior Vice President Ben M. Hogan Company, Inc. 
Little Rock, Arkansas 

S. Peter Volpe, Vice President Volpe Construction Company 
Malden, Massachusetts 

John E. Healy, II, President 
John E. Healy & Sons , Inc. 
Wilmington, Delaware 

Vernie G. Lindstrom, Jr., President Kitchell Contractors, Inc. 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Paul G. Bell, Jr., President 
P. G. Bell Company 
Houston, Texas 

James M. Sprouse, Executive Director Associated General Contractors of America Washington, D. C. 

STAFF 

Secretary of Labor Dunlop 
FEA Administrator Zarb 
Jack Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf 
Bill Seidman 
Jim Cannon 
Jim Lynn 





THE WHITE H O USE 

W/I, S HINGTON 

July 21, 1975 
10 c:.t~. ~1"';., 

~~~~ JOHN_CJ . Hl!ODEs_Ji-ARr AND ~ 
:: ~GEOEEAL CC?NTRACTOHS OF AMERICA 

Tuesday, July 2 2, 19 7 5 ))}ri!tEN 

I. PURPOSE 

4:30-5:00 p.m. ( 3 0 minutes ) 0~~\., 0 ~o. 1 Z:, ... 
The Cabine t Room 

From: Max L. F r i r~ dersdorf )Ill t5 ' 
To accomn1odate reques ts from Congressmen Rhodes and 
Harsha that the Presi den t meet with officers of the 
Associ ated General Contrc.ctors of America (AGC) . 

II. BACKGROUND, PAR'I'ICIPANTS AND Pim SS PLAN 

A. Background: 

1. Congressmen Rhodes an d Ha rsha have requested the 
President meet with AGC officers to discuss situs 
picketing. 

2. The i ssues of 14-B (right to work) , and the $2.00 tariff 
on imported oil may a ls o be raised by AGC officials . 

. 3. AGC is irrevocably commi tted against situs picketing and 
will l ike ly be very c ri tical of any Administration support 
regardless of other co~s iderations. 

4. The House will likely ac t on H.R. 5900, which would per
mit on-site picketing at construction sites , before the 
Augus t recess, while the Senate expects to r eport a bill 
from the Labor & Publ ic \ve lfare Conuni ttee. 

5. AGC Executive Se cre t ary J ames Sprouse has been very 
aggre s sive on arran g i ns a meeting with the President, 
stimulating strong Hill p r e ssur e and criticizing th e 
numb e r of labor leaders seeing the President . 

6. The AGC Executive Committe e is composed of the chief 
executive offi ce rs o f 21 ma jor U.S. construction firms. 

7. A previous bri. e f i lHJ pct~J·.:r g iving bi1ckground on common 
situs picketin0 i s c.~:t 1ched in 'l' a b II.. 

B. Participa.n t~ : Sec 'I'CJ.}) B 
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C. Press P l an: 

Press Office to a nnounce meeting. White House 
photographer only. 

I I I . 'l'ALKI NG POIN 'rS 

1. John Rhodes , Bi 11 Harsha and others h ave indicated the desire of AGC of f icials for a meeting on legislative 
matters invo lving situs picketing and p e rhaps some other watters . 

2. I am delighted to mee t with you and receive your 
comments and ideas. 

3. I appreciate John and Bill, who unfortunately could not b e here today , for their help in arranging this 
meeting. 
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I. 

TH::.: WHIT::: HOUS E 

\Nl\3 HI N G T 0 f\1 

July 15, 1975 

NEETI~·TG TO DISCUSS . LEGISLATION 

PE~"liTTING PICY~TING AT CONSTRUCTIO!'I SITES 

PURPOSE 

Wednesday, June 16, 1975 

1:.15 p. m. ( 30 minutes ) 

T~e Cabinet Room 

From: Hax Friedersdorf j/{j ·6 
This meeting is to dis cuss the Administration ' s posl~lon 

in regard to legislation 1·1hich 'tTOUld permit on-site 

picketing at construction sites. 

II. BACKGROli0!D , PARTICIPil< .. NTS , AL'JD PRESS PLAN 

A. BackgrOUi"ld 

The Taft-Eartley Act prohibits " secondary boycotts, 11 

that is, e fforts aLued at a neutral employer to 

hc;se hi:0. ::ease doir:g business '.vi ·th an employer 

wi~~ w~c3 a u~ion has a direct dispute. Since 

t~e cc::s-:=-..:ction industry is one in 'dhich r::anv 

differer:~ con~racfors are usually involved in-one 

pre~ e c-::, ~-:is prohibition has b een generally 

inte~re::.eC. to mean that there can be no picketing 

at a cc::st~ction site. 

Le:;is::_atior: ',v~ich •.-1oulC. permit such picketing lS 

currer: tly before the Co ngre ss: 

E . R. 59 0 0 sponsored ~y Congressm2.n Tho:-r.pson ·<- _ ... 
has been or~ered r~~orted out of the Education 

and Labor Co~~ittee. -·~---

- S. 1479 S:)C::->.sored bv Senator Har rison Hilliams 
- -

the Senat2 Labor 
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::;c;cretary Danlop in testi~~ony before the Eouse 
Com:mittee indicu.L;d support fo:!:' "legislation to 
legalize co;mnon sites pic~eting, if that legislation 
is carefully designed to incorporate appropriate 
and essential safeguards." The Secretary indicated 
the Adrninistration ' s availa:Jili ty for working to 
develop sue~ safeguards . 

Suggestior.s have been made to permit such picketing if : 

l. Ten davs notice is provided prior to picketing. 

2. Pic~et by local union is authorized at the national 
level o~ the union organization. 

Congress:::an Rhodes has 'i,vritten to yo u requesting 
·that ym.::. :::;ppose these bills and any attempt to permit 
on-site pi~keting at construction projects . His 
oppositio~ was not brought to Secretary Dunlop ' s 
attentio~ prior to the Secretary 's testifying. Needle~ 
to say, tne construction industry is also opposed to 
any change. 

B. ParticiDants - See Tab A 

c. Press Pla:':1 

To be a.n::curlced~ 

III. TIG~~I::iG POI~~5 

~. ~Je all ~~=~ that the question of on-site picketing 
.at cons'::::::-.::::tion projects has been a controversial 
subject === years. Is the Congress moving toward 
a reso~·.::.-::...:..::::.:1 of tf>.is p:::-oble,-n? 

2. '.'lhet a:!:'~ -=.:.-.e possibil.:'...ties of ',vorking out a final 
~osi~~~2 ~~~eeable tc ~ll pcrties? 
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P :' r ·c l. c i YJ . ' :~ ;- C' 
- ..., <..-: . - !:_ L~-4- ..._.:::) 

Senate~ Hugh Scott Senator E.:::trr ison 1;·7illiarns Senator J~cob Javi~s Congressman Car~ P8=kins Congress::t ~'!.n Albe:;.:-t ''J'~ie Congress~an Frank ~hompson Congressman ~arvi~ Esch Cong=ess~an Joh~ ?~odes Congressm~n Jo~2 ~shbrook Secretary of ~~c= Dunlop Undersecret.a~~; o:: Commerce Tabor James Lynn 
Ll' ack t'!arsh 
James Can::-: on 
Max Fri edersdorf 



PARTI CI PAN'rS 

The President 

Representative John Rhodes 

Officers of the Associated General Contractors of America 

J ohn N. Matich, President 
Matich Constructors _ 
Col ton, California 

Ben M. Hogan, Senior Vice President 
Ben M. Hogan Company, Inc . 
Little Rock, hrkansas 

S. Peter Volpe , Vice President 
Volpe Construction Company 
Malden , Massachusetts 

John E. Healy, II, President 
John E. Healy & Sons, Inc. 
Wilmington , Delaware 

Vernie G. Lindstrom, Jr. , President 
Kitchel l Cont ractors, Inc. 
Phoenix , Arizona 

Paul G. Bell, Jr., President 
P. G. Bell Company 
Houston, Texas 

'"' 

J ames M. Sprouse , Executive Director 
Associated Genera l Contractors of America 
Washing ton, D. C. 

S'rAFF 

Secretary o f Labor Dunlop 
FEA Administrator Zarb 
J ack Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf 
Bill Seidman 
Jim Cannon 
J im Lynn 
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T H E WHJTE.: HOU-SE 

WASHINGTON 

July 15, 1975 
~ 

MEETING TO DISCUSS LEGISLATION 
PERHITTING PICKETING AT CONSTRUCTION SITES 

Wednesday, June 16, 1975 
1:15 p. m. (30 minutes) 
~~e Cabinet Room 

I. PURPOSE 

?rom: Max Friedersdorf ;ij 6 
This meeting is to discuss the Administration's position in regard to legislation \vhich \-rould permit on- site 
picketing at construction sites. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIP&~TS, fu~D PRESS PLAN 

A. Background 

The Taft-!Iartley Act prohibits "secondary boycotts," 
that is, efforts aimed. at. a neutral employer to 
have him cease doing business with an employer 
with whom a union has a direct dispute. Since 
the cons~~ction indus~~ v is one in which many 
differen~ contractors are usually involved in one 
project , ~is prohibition has been generally 
interpre~ed. to mean that ~~ere can be no picketing 
at a co~~~ction site. 

Legisla~~= whi ch would permi t such picketing is 
cur~e~~~7 ~efore the Co~g~ess: 

E.~. 5900 sponsored by Congressman Thompson 
2as ~ee~ o~dered re~o~ed out of the Education 
a2c ~abcr Corr~ttee. 

S. ~~79 sponsored by Senator Harrison Williams 
~s t~e s~ject of heari ngs b y the Senate Labor 
a:::: ::==·.::=:~ic Welfare Coifu-nittee. 
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Secr e tary Dunlop i n t esti mo ny befor e the House Committee indicated s u pport fo r "legisl a tion t o l e galize cowmon sites picketing, if tha t legislation is c arefully designed to incorporate a ppropriate and essential safeguards." The Secretary indicated the Administration's availability for working to develop such safeguards. 

SuggestioJs have been made to permit such picketing if: 
l. Ten cays notice is provided prior to picketing. 
2. Picke~ by local union is authorized at the national leve~ of the union organization. 

CongresSillan Rhodes has written to you requesting that you oppose these bills and any attempt to permit on-site picketing at construction projects. His oppositioc was not brought to Secretary Dunlop's attention prior to the Secretary's testifying. Needless to say, L~e construction industry is also opposed to any change. 

Participants - See Tab A 

Press Pla:1. 

To be c.:::.=.ounced. 

rr=. '='-~::<2::::rG po::;::::?.?s 

l. i~e c.ll ~~N t2at the question of on-site picketing c. t co2s--~ction projects has been a controversial su ::; ec::. :::::c::- years. Is the Congress moving toward c. ::-esc~~~~o:1. of this problem? 

2. ~~c.~ ~e ~~e ?Ossibili~ies of working out a final pos ~~~on agreeable to c.ll parties? 
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Participants 

Senator Hugh Scott 
Senator Harrison 1i1Jillia..-ns Senator Jacob Javits 
Congressman Carl Perkins 
Congressman Albert Quie 
Congressman Fra~~ Thompson Congressman Marvi~ Esch 
Congressman John ~~odes 
Congressman Joh~L -~hbrook Secretary o£ Labor Dunlop 
Undersecretary of Commerce Tabor James Lynn 
Jack Harsh 
James Cannon 
Max Friedersdorf 
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MEETING ON SITUS PICKETING 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 16, 1975 
1:15 p.m. 
The Cabinet Room 
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