
The original documents are located in Box 49, folder “1975/07/21 - Vice President, 
Congressmen Steed and Miller” of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford 

Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



VICE PRESIDENT/CANNON 
MEETING WITH CONGRESSMEN 

STEED, MILLER; Mr. Tex 
Gunnels 

MONDAY, JULY 21, 1975 
2:00 p.m. - House Appropriations' 

Office 

Digitized from Box 49 of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



" I 

- - +j+--

-

- ~ -~- - .... _ -----·~ -~7Cu y~ 
--·-

- - -+ - - ~------------ ~ -
- I - - - -

-· ----- ~- ---
- -- - - --~ -- " ( - - - ~- - - - ' 

. 
~ - --

- ~ - -- o/€1 {jui( ---
. ~1:: ~--

_''[ -__ -~ - ~ -- - : 
-- ~ 

c . 



! 

~ 

THE W HITE HOUSE 

WASH I N G TON 

July 21, 1975 

Dear Congressman Steed: 

.The purpose of this letter is to respectfully request 
the considera~on of Congress for additional funds for the 
budget of th2 ~omestic Council. On July 16, the President, 
the Vice Pres~cent, the Director of OMB, and I discussed 
the needs fo~ ~ne staff of the Domestic Council; and the 
President aL~~orized me to bring this matter to your attention, 
and to the a~~e~~ion of Senator Montoya and . Senator Bellman. 

We are ~espectfully asking for an appropriation increase 
in the budget request for the Domestic Council in the Treasury, 
Post Office and General Government appropriation bill now 
before the Senate Appropriations Committee. 

More specifically, we are asking for an increase 1n 
the President's original recommendation of $1,320,000 to 
$2,240,000, a n increase of $920,000. The purpose of this 
request i s to ?ermit a staff increase from the present level 
of 30 to a maximw~ of 59. 

.::..s yc :.: - ·:_.=__.=__ ::::-ecall, the President asked me to assume 
~- - ::::-espo=s ; _ · t y for directing the work of the Domestic 
= ~ -~~ =~~ on ?~~~ary 13, 1975, and at the same time out­
::_ ::_==::. -::ne ::::- -=~:;.-::::sibilities that he asked the Domestic 
= =:=-~:: ~::. -:: c ·.==..:::.::-take. The President's Executive Budget 
~~::. ~y ~~=~ ==~= submitted to Congress and, of course, 
:_ -:: -.,a_ .:; ::::....::::: :_:::-.:..:=.-::. for me u.'1til recently to evaluate the 
s~a. :::::: === ::.~ == -::ne Domestic Colli'1cil in the light of the 
-': :::. ~:z s :::.5 5 :. :;-::=c -:::o the Cour:c:.l by the President. 

~ s s==-=ially, there are t h ree major areas of responsi­
bil i~v ~~a t the P::::-esident h as asked fhe Council to undertake, 
al l c .:: h2lch are e xtremely i~portant to him, and in my 
opinic=, cannot b 2 adequa-::ely and responsibly performed 
withi :: e x isting s~aff leve~s. 
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These three major areas are: 

1) Day to Day Operations 

This responsibility consists of staff work for the President on domestic issues, such as on Presidential meetings , papers on subjects of a relatively short term nature which relate to two or more departments and agencies and which require coordination and resolution; reviewing and helping in the preparation of messages =or the Congress, statements, speeches and public statements, etc.; consulting with the Members a= Congress; public contacts and intergovern­mental re~~~ions with the governors, mayors, county executives and other local officials. 

2) Review Groups 

This tas~ l~volves setting up, participating in and supervisi2g interdepartmental task forces on a variety a= specific subjects of a longer term nature designed to get the facts, assess them, and coordinate the development of policy options for Presidential decision, and then to work with the Congress in advancing the resolution of important national issues. 
The Presicent has approved the establishment of four of these q=8ups in the areas of Social Assistance Programs . ~egulatory Reform, Drug Abuse, and Environ­:::e:-l-'::al :?r::.-=~ems. We anticipate establishing addi tiona_l :::-e-.... .:.e~.J s-==-.=.-; s. 

:roq=~ ====~lation 

~ ~~e ====s~ic area, the President has asked the ~o~2c~~ ~= ~=epare, staff and coordinate the formula ­~~~= == ~~~~~ns for his legislat ive messages and ::::=-::;s~c=.. 

~=~er =our a~d one hal= ~onths on the job, it has beco~e c~e~= to me -':hat we ca~~ot meet these major respo~s~~~~ities wi~h the present staff level of 15 profess~c=al and l~ support staff. 

Yot: <.;ill reca~~ also tj_a-':: when the Domestic Council ~as crea~ed in 197: . a sta== o= 52 was authorized and subsequently increased to /9 ~n FY 73. 
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When the former President established the Counselor system, the Domestic Council staff was cut to 30 and the balance of its staff was assigned to the Counselors. \~hen the Counselor system was a bolished, the functions, largely operational, were returned to the Domestic Council staff; but the positions were abolished and Domestic Council staff levels were not increased. 

It is for the se reasons that we feel we need up to an additional 29 per sons to assist in our work in the three important areas mentioned above. 

Approval o~ the increase in funds of $920,000 would permit the adc~~ion of sufficient staff to enable the Council to ?e:=~rm much more adequately and responsibly the tasks ass~~~ed to it by the President. 

I urge 7our serious consideration of this request and, of co~s2, my staff and I will be available to discuss this Nith you at ~~ime at your convenience. 

\ s 'incerely, 
' 

• U, a~es M. Cannon 
ssistant to the President 
for Domestic Affairs 

:::::::-::ora..:::_: -=.-:;:n Stee'd 
:::::=~se ~~ ~e~==se~tatives 
Xes~-:::._::.::;-co::-_ , =.. =. 20515 



I. S wn_rnary 

Professional 
Support 

II. Det=ril* 

DOMESTIC COUNCIL 
STAFFING FY 1976 

Present 

15 
15 

30 

Executive Level III l 
Executive Level IV l 
Executive Leve~ V 7 

GS-16 2 
GS-15 l 
GS-14 0 
GS-13 3 
GS-12 l 
GS-11 2 
GS-10 3 
GS-9 2 
GS- 8 3 
GS - 7 2 
SS-5 l 
~~ -

l 1----.... 
-~ -

Proposed New 
Additions Total 

22 37 
7 22 

29 59 

0 l 
0 l 
2 9 

2 4 
3 "4 
2 2 
5 8 
5 6 
l 3 
2 5 
4 6 
l 4 
0 2 
l 2 
l 2 

~=~e ;~c~es ~e c?proximate since the appointments are 
e_:..::: 2:: -:: eC. -




