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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: Jim Cavanaugh
FROM: Kathleen Ryan &2'
SUBJECT: " 'Science Advisory Issue

I have been told that there will be a "high

powered" meeting to discuss the Science Advisory issue
tomorrow.

Phil Smith of the National Science Foundation
told me today that discussion of the Teaque bill (H.R. 4461}
on the Hill will begin June 10, 1975,

——
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MEMORANDUM

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 12, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: James M. Cannon
FROM: Kathleen Ryan LR‘
SUBJECT: Schedule Proposal

Attached is a Presidential schedule proposal for your approval and
initials. Jim Cavanaugh and I think it would be a good idea for the
President to drop by the National Science Foundation's 25th Anniver-
sar}? reception on May 15, 1975.




MEETING:

DATE:

PURPOSE:

FORMAT:

CABINET PARTICIPATION:
SPEECH‘MATERIAL:
PRESS COVERAGE:
STAFF:

RECOMMEND:

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION:

BACKGROUND:

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL
DATE: May 15, 1975
FROM: JIM CANNON
VIA: WARREN RUSTAND

Drop by National Science Foundation's

25th Anniversary Reception

May 15, 1975

To show your interest in and support of science.
Reception, with brief remarks.

None

To be prepared by Paul Theis.

Press pool

Kathleen Ryan

Jim Cannon, Kathleen Ryan

On March 21, you met with the National Science
Board of the National Science Foundation.

The Foundation, which is the Nation's principal
agency for the support of research and science,
has invited you to attend a reception and dinner
celebrating its 25th Anniversary.

There will be 250 guests from science,
engineering, industry, Congress, and government.

" This would be a good opportunity for you to

announce your science advisory decision, and
also to show your continued interest in and
support of science. The black tie reception
and dinner is only a few blocks from the
White House. Before hosting the State dinner
for the Shah of Iran, you could make a
twenty-minute appearance (7:20-7:40 p.m.).



THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

May 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: THE VICE PRESIDENT
SUBJECT : Science and Technology

Adviser to the President

I. BACKGROUND

A number of options regarding the creation of a
Science and Technology Adviser to the President
have been presented for your review.

It seems to me that whatever option is accepted
should meet all of the following criteria:

- assure the development of an ongoing scientific
and technology capacity in the Executive Office
of the President;

- assure the availability of a broad range of
scientific and technical expertise;

- respond to the legitimate demands of the
scientific community for a technical role
in the consideration of science and science-
related policy;

- meet Congressional support for some kind of
strong, effective, and visible science advisory
group; N

~- demonstrate unequivocally the Administration's
commitment to using the resources of the nation's
scientific community and technology industry

to meet the overriding cCoRORIL—ARI—GEanSo

needs of our time;



IT.

— make known to the nation the Administration's
ability to develop and support new and innovative
ideas through the creation of Executive Branch
task forces - operating out of the Office of
the Science and Technology Adviser to the President -
to study, for example:

- how to increase the world's food supply
through improved oceanic food cultivation
and food harvesting;

- how to increase the nation's supply of raw
materials through the extraction of
manganese nodules from the ocean floor
in order to provide enough copper and
nickel for the next 2000 years.

PROPOSAL

The best way to meet these criteria - by providing
a flexible but effective capability with broad
bipartisan support and popular national appeal -

1s to create an Office of Science and Technology in
the Executive Office of the President - by Act of
Congress.

The elements of this office would be, in outline,
as follows:

- Staffing:

- The Director, a highly qualified scientist,
appointed by the President; the Director
would also serve as the President's Science
and Technology Adviser:;

- A Deputy Director (for Administration),
and up to five assistants for various
specialities;

- The authority to set up ad hoc committees
or task forces for various projects.

H

- Fiscal implications: $2—bee—435*million annually

§( -1.¢
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To move this proposal along, the next steps would be
to:
- Draft legislation;
~- Hold informal conversations with Congressional
leaders in order to develop a legislative
package that both the Administration and the
Congress will support.
ITI. RECOMMENDATION
That you approve the following steps for the creation
of a Science and Technology Adviser to the President by
Act of Congress:

- Draft legislation;

- Proceed with discussions with Congressional leaders.

Approve Disapprove
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEETING ON SCIENCE ADVISER
Tuesday, May 13, 1975
12:15 p.m. (30 mins.)
The Oval Office

From:  Jim Cannon
PURPOSE:
To resolve organizational issue on the

Science Adviser question.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN

A. Background: In December, you asked the
Vice President to study this issue and report
to you. Since that time various options have
been recommended by the Vice President and
others. A paper identifying these options

is at Tab A.

B. Participants: The Vice President
’ Don Rumsfeld
Jim Lynn
Jim Cannon

C. Press Plan: Not to be announced.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON
FROM: JIM CAVANAUGIW '
SUBJECT: Science Advisor

It is my understanding that the following was agreed upon
at today's 12:15 meeting:

- We will have a Science Advisory.
- He will_have a small staff.
- It will be established by legislation.
- President will meet with Congressional types
next week.
We are looking for a guy like Bob Goldwin —-

only for Science -- one who knows scientists —-
and can convene them and get their advice into
,the system.

Here's what I plan to do:

- Work with Max Friedersdorf to set up Congressional
meeting for next week.

- Have "concept" paper developed to use so that people
around here know what's been agreed to. It will
also be useful in dealing with candidates for the
position.

- Do briefing paper, with Q&A's for next week's
meeting.

~ Set up meeting with Bill Walker on a Candidate
Search Plan.

- Ask Jack Walker to do a proposed Functional Statement
and proposed Organization and Staffing Plan for the
new activity.



THE VICE PRESIDENT

WASHINGTON

May 13, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE VICE PRESIDENT dtéﬂ

Science and Technology
Adviser to the President

I. 'BACKGROUND

A number of options regarding the creation of a
Science and Technology Adviser to the President
have been presented for your review.

It seems to me that whatever option is accepted
should meet all of the following criteria:

assure the development of an ongoing scientific
and technology capacity in the Executive Office
of the President;

assure the availability of a broad range of
scientific and technical expertise;

meet Congressional support for some kind of
strong, effective, and visible science advisory
group;

demonstrate unequivocally the Administration's
commitment to using the resources of the nation's
scientific community and technology industry

to meet the overriding needs of our time;

make known to the nation the Administration's
ability to develop and support new and innovative
ideas through the creation of Executive Branch
task forces - operating out of the Office of

the Science and Technology Adviser to the
President - to study, for example:
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- how to increase the world's food supply
through improved oceanic food cultivation
and food harvesting;

- how to increase the nation's supply of ..
raw materials through the extraction of
manganese nodules from the ocean floor
in order to provide enough copper and
nickel for the next 2000 years.

PROPOSAL

The best way to meet these criteria - by providing

a flexible but effective capability with broad bi-
partisan support and popular national appeal - is

to create an Office of Science and Technology in the
Executive Office of the President - by Act of Congress.

The elements of this office would be, in outline,
as follows:

- Staffing:

- The Director, a highly qualified scientist,
appointed by the President; the Director
would also serve as the President's
Science and Technology Adviser;

- A Deputy Director for Administration,
and up ‘to five assistants for specialities;

- The authority to set up ad hoc committees
or task forces for various projects.

- Fiscal implications:

- $1 - $1.5 million annually;

- It should be noted that this figure is
much lower than the one contemplated by
the House and Senate bills.
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To move this proposal along, the next steps would be
to:

~- Draft legislation;

- Hold informal conversations with Congressional
leaders in order to develop a legislative
package that both the Administration and the
Congress will support.

III. RECOMMENDATION

That you approve the following steps for the creation
of a Science and Technology Adviser to the President by
Act of Congress:

- Draft legislation;

— Proceed with discussions with Congressional leaders.

Approve Disapprove




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

June 3, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR : DR. GUY
FROM : JIM CANNO

SUBJECT : .. SCIENCE

I believe Jim Cavanaugh has already talked
with you about this.

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide

you with the elements of the President's
decision.

Attachment




This is the President's decision and direction

for action:

1.

2.

There will be a Science and Technology
Adviser to the President.

The office and staff will be authorized
by legislation.

There will be a single director, someone

of great ability and scientific standing.

The Director should know scientists, be

able to attract the best minds, and know

how to include their counsel in the executive
decision-making process. '

He will have from 10-15 assistants.

Extensive use will be made of consultants

as members of scientific and technological
task forces for various projects.

The budget should be $1 million - $1.5 million

annually.

I1

We certainly appreciate your assistance in

——

Drafting legislation to carry forward the
President's decision.

Drafting a message to the Congreﬁs.

\ 4

I1I

In broad terms, our objectives are to:

assure the development of an ohgoing scientific
and technology capacity in the Executive Office
of the President;

assure the availability of a broad range of
scientific and technical expertise;

acknowledge Congressional support for an effective .
and visible science advisory group; '



demonstrate unequivocally the Administration's
commitment to using the resources of the nation's
scientific community and technology industry to
meet the overriding needs of our times; and

make known to the nation the Administration's
ability to develop and support new and innovative
ideas through the creation of Executive Branch
task forces operating out of the Office of the
Science and Technology Adviser to the President.





