
The original documents are located in Box 44, folder “1975/04/23 - Dr. Judianne Densen-
Gerber” of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library. 

 
Copyright Notice 

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



MEETING WITH DR. DENSEN-GERBER 
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2:00 p.m. 

Digitized from Box 44 of the James M. Cannon Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



MEMORANDUM 

----------------------------------------------------------

To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 

James M. Cannon 
Assistant to the President for 

Domestic Affairs 
Executive Director of the Domestic 

Council 
" ----~~ r"-~~-·-·"' '""~ ----·-·-··-' _______ _ 

~ Jud!anne Densen-Gerber, J.D., M •• , 
~.C.L.M. ~~ 

~~~~~el i!i'fY:!t:-
April 23, 1975 



INTRODUCTION 

This memorandum is intended to serve as a brief, prelimi

nary sketch of an office of a Special Counsel to the President, 

preliminary to the creation of a Cabinet post, to be created 

either by Executive Order or by legislation. The Director of 

this Office will be reportable directly to the President and to 

a Special Joint Committee of the Congress. The mandate of the 

Office will be to identify the significant problems of American 

children and the availability of resources and services to meet 

their needs. Once sufficient data is collected and assembled, 

the Office will design and recommend policy and implementation of 

programs to effectively and efficiently coordinate and administer 

the resources and services on the federal, state, and local level. 

PROPOSED ACTIVITIES 

1. Coordinate and direct a two-year survey of all exist

ing resources and services, including but not limited to health, 

social service, legal, education, juvenile justice and child pro

tection legislation, programs and systems on the federal, state, 

and local levels. This would include an evaluation and analysis 

of the legislation or implementing orders, the nature of services, 

the qualifications of service providers, eligibility requirements 

of recipients, quality of services and impact on the designated 

problem areas, as well as the coordination with similar programs 

or services from other sources, governmental or private. 
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2. Design and develop model systems and programs based 

on findings of the research survey for implementation on nation-

al, regional, state or local level to provide comprehensive ser-

vices to children. Emphasis should be placed on local or state 

responsibility, with coordination and supplementation from region-

al or federal resources where appropriate. 

3. Hold public hearings periodically in each state with 

federal, state, and local officials, service administrators and 

providers, community leaders, and private citizens to receive 

maximum input on needed changes and to help monitor the progress 

of and public response to legislative and/or programmatic devel-

opments. Transcripts and findings would be submitted to the 

President and to the Special Joint Committee of Congress. 

4. Conduct a public education and awareness campaign to 

create a general understanding of the significance of children as 

the leading national resource, and the numerous problems threaten-

ing the health, safety and development of children, individually 

and collectively. The campaign would present the public and its 

officials with facts and statistics which would facilitate and 

promote greater effectiveness and efficiency of the various com-

ponents of the present system. Support will be sought for estab-

lishing the concerns of children as a priority of public services. 

5. Organize and utilize an advisory board of citizens, 

private foundations, religious leaders, professional groups, and 

service providers to meet regularly with the Director and to make 
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recommendations on programs and policy matters. 

6. Quarterly report to the Special Joint Committee by 

the Director on the activities, findings, recommendations, and 

problems of the Office. The Committee will be requested to take 

particular notice of any major issues raised which are of appro-

priate concern to the legislative sector. 

7. Examples of coordination of resources and effort: 

a. Law enforcement monies and mental health monies 

should be coordinated in services and programs to provide 

a comprehensive, effective effort at a reduced net cost 

to taxpayers. 

b. Develop mechanisms for dissemination of information 

to the public of existing programs such as the WIC program. 

c. Investigation of the problems of runaway children 

and abandoned children, and the coordination of resources 

allocated to their care and protection. 

d. Promulgation of guidelines for educational mater-

ials and courses on parenting for use in public school 

curriculae. 

e. Promote the development and use of materials and 

courses in public schools with which to acquaint children 

with American values and traditions, and to update American 

history courses to reflect the participation of women and 

racial and ethnic minorities in the shaping of the develop-

ment of the United States' position of world prominence • 
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f. Promote educational and recreational activities 

designed to foster constructive and positive competition 

among children. 

Estimated First Year Budget Requirements •••••••••• $20 million 

JDG/nhk 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 14, 1975 

MEMORANDUM TO: JIM CANNON 

FROM: DICK 

SUBJECT: Judy 

This morning I received a message 
that Dr. Densen Gerber had called 
saying that she had received a note 
from Mrs. Ford on Friday about her 
concern for children and suggesting 
that she meet with you. Judy has 
talked with me about the same subject 
so I suppose I should join in any 
meeting you arrange with her. 

Her numbers are: 
./ 

212 RE7-4313v·· 
NA8-4014 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Ap!U£ 8, 1 9 7 5 

Ve.evt VI!... Ve.IUe.VL-Ge.!tbe.l!.., 

CoVLgi!..V->.6ma.VL Se.tjYnoWL Ha..tpe.I!..VL hcu ve.~ty gl!..a.uoMfy 
6oi!..Wevtde.d :to MM. Fo11.d yoWL l!..e.queA:t :to me.e.:t w.U:h he.l!.. 
a.VLd :to fuc.uo.6 a. c.a.biVLe.:t-fe.ve.f While. HoMe. o6fiic.e. 
6ol!.. :the. CoVLC.e.I!..IU o6 Chifdl!..e.VL. Although Ml!..-6. Fo11.d'.6 
pe.MoVI.al. a.VI.d o6fi,[Ua..t c.ommM:me.VI.:t.6 (JJ,{_il VLO:t pe.!tmil 
he.l!.. :thi-6 oppol!..:tuVI.ily, ma.y I .6uggu:t :tha.:t you be. iVL 
dil!..e.c.:t c.ommuVI.ic.a.:tioVI. w.U:h Mit. ]a.meA Ca.VLVLOVL, :the. Vl.e.W 
Cha.il!..ma.VL o 6 :the. VomeAtic. CouVLc.il, he.~te. a.:t :the. While. 
HoM e.. I ha.ve. a.f-6 o 6oi!..WMde.d CoVLgl!..eA.6ma.VL Ha..tpe.I!..VI. '.6 
fe.:t:te.l!.. :to Mit. Ca.VLVI.OVI.. 

Wah g~ta.:tdude. 6ol!.. yowr. c.oVLc.e.I!..VL a.VLd iVL:te.~teA:t a.VLd 
WCVtmeA:t beA:t W.WheA, 

VI!... Judia.VLVLe. Ve.JUe.VL-Ge.l!..be.l!.. 
142 Ea..6:t EVLd Ave.VLue. 
New Yo!tk, New Yol!..k 10028 

c.: /; a.meA Ca.VLVLO VI. 

SiVLc.e.l!..e.ltj' 

SU.6 a.VL Pol!..:te.!t 
AppoiVI.:tme.VI.:t.6 Se.c.l!..e.:tCVtt:f 
6ol!.. MM. Fo11.d 
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Dear Betty, 

---· 
SEYMOUR HALPERN 

540 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK, N.Y. 10022 

February 5, 1975 

One of our country's great ladies, Dr. Judianne 
Densen-Gerber, is most desirous of meeting you and would be most 
appreciative for the opportunity of lunching with your gracious 
self. 

Judi is an unusual woman. She 1 s a medical doctor, a 
lawyer, a psychiatrist, a law professor, an author~a wife and 
a mother of four (ages 2 to 15). Only just 40 years of age, 
she is the founder of Odyssey House and of the Odyssey Institute. 
Odyssey is the nation's most far-reaching drug addiction treat
ment program operating in 12 states (including a facility in 
Flint, Michigan as well as a mutual venture with Project Rehab 
in Grand Rapids). The Odyssey modality is based on a drug-
free psychiatrically oriented principle and the success ratio 
is simply phenomenal. 

The newly established Odyssey Institute's activities 
are nation-wide and go far beyond the treatment of addiction. 
It covers the broad range from child abuse and child neglect to 
prison programs for drug-related criminal offenders, as well as 
research projects to root out the causes of human indifference. 

~udi has been advocating a cabinet-level White House office 
for the Concerns of Children, a post long overdue in the highest 
councils of our government. It seems to me to be a great idea, 
and one which would win wide acclaim for the Administration. 

There is much, I am sure, you would have in common with 
Judi· and I know you will feel greatly enriched in getting to
gether with her. May I suggest that Judi follow up with your 



secretary for a mutually agreeable appointment or would you wish 
to make contact from your end. Her address .is: Dr. Judianne 
Densen-Gerber, 142 East End Avenue, New York, New York (212/ 
~-7-1413). (2.1&)1.11./-qj(,() 
I 

Barbara joins me in wishing you the best of health 
and every happiness always. 

Mrs. Betty Ford 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

sincerely, 
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