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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASEHINGTON

CONRTIDENTIAL/SENSITIVE

MEETING WITH GOP LEADERSHIP
Tuesday, April 22, 1975
Time: 8:00 a.m.
Place: The Cabinet Room

From: Henry A. Kissinger

1. PURPOSE

To inform the leadership of the situation in Indochina and to
discuss the status of your requests for military and humanitarian
assistance and the status of U.S. evacuation efforts,

To discuss the status of your energy proposals in Congress and
to provide an overview of current budget planning.

.

25 (8 BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS ARRANGEMENTS

A. Background

1. The Situation in Congress

The Senate Foreign Relations Committee has reported

out a $200 million bill providing humanitarian assistance
and funds for evacuation efforts, but the bill contains
unacceptable limitations on your ability to use U.S. forces
to evacuate Americans and Vietnamese while requiring
that the humanitarian aid be channeled through multi-
national agencies. The House International Relations
Committee has passed a similar but much less restrictive
bill providing $150 million in humanitarian/evacuation
furds. The Senate Armed Services Committee has rejected
any additional military assistance funds beyond the

$300 million already authorized. The House Armed
Services Committee and neither of the Appropriations
Committees have yet acted.
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Action on the humanitarian aid legislation is likely in both
Houses on Tuesday or Wednesday. Our current strategy
is to attempt corrective amendments on the Senate bill and
to seek a record vote on military assistance by introducing
a floor amendment to the Senate humanitarian aid bill.
There is little likelihood of obtaining any additional
military assistance in either House, although there is
some chance of obtaining a partial appropriation of the
$300 million already authorized.

The Situation in Vietnam

The military situation in South Vietnam continues to
deteriorate. The North Vietnamese have rapidly brought
several corps command headquarters south to direct the
assault on Saigon. There are now some 17 divisions along
the three major approaches to the capital, The Communists
are also moving five sapper regiments into the Saigon area
to disrupt government control, terrorize the population,

and guide North Vietnamese regulars into the metropolitan
area.

Saigon nn longer has anv reserve forres availahla tn heln
defend the city, and the intelligence community does not
believe that the South Vietnamese forces can prevent a
total military defeat.

At the same time, the Communists appear to be ruling out
any consideration of a genuine negotiated settlement of the
conflict.

A tough line reportedly emerged from a secret briefing of
senior Communist officials in COSVN (the top Communist
headquarters in the South) on the ninth and tenth of April.
Reports indicate that COSVN believed the '"whole thing"
would be finished in a short time and that the Communists
would not agree to enter into negotiations, nor would they
join any coalition government. It is too early yet to fully
assess the impact of the resignation of President Thieu on
Communist plans to attack Saigon or on the morale of the
South Vietnamese defenders. Any positive vote on U, S.
assistance will be helpful in stabilizing the situation and
providing the best chance for negotiations, as our evacuation
of Americans proceeds. |
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III.

4.

Ener

While a good dcal of progress has been made, Congress is
still delaying or proceeding in directions opposed to your
proposals for a national energy program. On April 10

you again asked for rapid action on pending legislation

and you have directed Frank Zarb to intensify his efforts

to work with the Congress to resolve the outstanding issues
and to restate the Administration's opposition to a program
of specific control devices,

The Budget

Both the House and Senate Budget Committees have
reported out budget levels higher than your recommenda-
tions. Director Lynn will be prepared to discuss the
impact of the higher levels and outline prospects for future
floor action,

Participants: See Tab A

Press Arrangements: Meeting to be announced. Yress photo

session,

TALKING POINTS

See Tab B - Indochina
Tab C - Energy
Tab D - Budget
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