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THE WHITE Housg

WASHINGTON
2-/16/76

TO: Jgmv CANNON
FROM: Jm CONNOR

Jim, Dick Cheney says
to "forget about this'' - _the

President won't make any
reference to it in the meeting,

encl.
memo fromCannon on National

Association of Secondary School
Principals Title IX Issue



THE WHITE HOUSE

DECISTION
WASHINGTON
February 16, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JIM CANNQ
SUBJECT: National Association of Secondary School

Principals--Title IX Issue

This is to present you with an option for announcing
an Administration decision in your remarks to the
principals.

BACKGROUND

Some low-—-level HEW officials have ruled that schools
could not participate in the American Legion Boys'
State and Girls' State programs because participation
would violate Title IX anti-sex discrimination
requirements. The issue has received press attention.

In a decision approved by Secretary Mathews and to be
announced tomorrow, HEW will say it has decided to
consider participation in the American Legion programs

to be permissilbe under the Bayh Amendment exemption

for the membership policies of youth service organizations.
Granting academic credit (which few schools do) would not
be permitted. A number of womens' groups will be highly
critical of HEW's decision.

Secretary Mathews has tried to treat this issue as

low key as possible. His staff who have worked on the
issue do not believe you should announce the decision
and become the lightning rod for the criticism of the
womens' groups.

RECOMMENDATION

I recommend you not make any reference to this issue,
as it will detract from the general high level tone of
your remarks.






DECISION

Option 1:

Option 2:

Insert reference to the decision in
your speech. Language approved by
Bob Orben is at Tab A.

Have HEW handle the decision announcement,
but White House staff will alert the
American Legion and officials of the
National Association of Secondary

School Principals.



PROPOSED INSERT AFTER FIRST FULL PARAGRAPH ON PAGE 6

Speaking of red tape, I note from the newspapers that you have
expressed concern about a possible HEW interpretation of Title
IX rules that would bar your cooperating with the American
Legion Boys' State and Girls' State programs. I think you will
be pleased to know that HEW has decided that it is perfectly
permissible for schools to select students to participate in

these programs and that decision will be made formal tomorrow.



THE WHITE HOUSE

DECISION
WASHINGTON
February 16, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT
FROM: JIM CANNO
SUBJECT: Your Appea ;nce Before the National

Association of Secondary School
Principals -- Title IX Issue

This is to alert you to an issue which has been of concern
to the principals during this meeting and which has received
press attention.

ISSUE:

At least one HEW Regional Office has advised principals they
could no longer have anything to do with the annual

American Legion Boys' State and Girls' State programs
because they are sexually discriminatory and school partic-
ipation would be in violation of Title IX requirements.

BACKGROUND :

Schools participate in the Boys' State and Girls' State
programs by posting information notices and selecting
student representatives. A few schools apparently give
some academic credit to those students who participate.
The programs give students the chance to experience first
hand the workings of government.

The principals have protested any interpretation of Title

IX which would preclude participation in the American Legion
programs. Women's groups, on the other hand, have resisted
any weakening of Title IX regulations and have taken the
position that the American Legion programs are unacceptable.

The Bayh amendment exempted the membership policies of the
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and other youth service organi-
zations from Title IX requirements. In a decision to be
announced Tuesday by HEW, in the form of a response from the
Acting Director of the Office of Civil Rights to Senator
Thurmond, HEW will say it has decided to consider partici-



Page 2

pation in the American Legion programs to be within the
exemption carved out by the Bayh amendment and thus per-
missible. Granting of academic credit, however, will not
be considered to be a "membership policy" and will be
considered a Title IX violation.

At least some of the women's groups will disagree with
the HEW decision.

RECOMMENDATION:

Although the principals should be pleased with the position
HEW will announce, on balance I recommend you not take the
initiative and raise the issue in your remarks. There is

a split among the women's groups, but at least some {(and
probably the more vocal ones) would attack the decision and
you for announcing it. I really think this announcement

would detract from the overall high-level tone of your
remarks.

































Hon. David Matthews
-Secretary of Health,
Education and Welfare
October 31, 1975
Page 3

We do not wlsh to be seen as defying the

.authority given to the Department of Health,

~ Education and Welfare under Title IX or other
civil rights statutes. We fully support the goal
-of equal opportunity for all persons. I am
certain that as you review the enclosed notice you
will see that Brigham Young University does not
discriminate unlawfully against members of either
sex and that a reasonable 1nterpretat10n of Title
IX and the regulations would find us in compliance.

I would be happy to correspond further with
you and to confer with members: of your Department
concerning the information contained in this
letter.

Sincerely,

- .Dallin H. Oaks
DHO:1j
Enclosures (2)

cc: Peter E. Holmes, Director
© Office of Civil Rights

- Rulon Garfield, Regional Director
Department of Health Education
and Welfare Denver, co

Joe Maldonado, Regional Director
Department of Health, Education
and Welfare, San Francisco, CA























