






















































































































































UNITED STATES 

ENERGJ RESEARCH DEVElOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20545 

July 13, 1976 

Honorable Elliot L. Richardson 
Secretary of Commerce 
Washington, D. C. 20230 

Dear Elliot: . 
This is with respect to the draft memorandum to the 
President concerning "Nuclear Policy -- Issues and 
Problems Requiring Attention and Potential Policy 
Statement" which you circulated to ERC Executive 
Committee members for review and comment. 

In my judgment, few matters are more essential to the 
security of this nation and the world than prompt 

• • ••• :: ••• : ·. ··.! =·· ••• :-: v::: 
complex. For this reason, it is vital that the best 

· possible effort be mounted within the Administration· to · 
.. . ! ...... . -·· .. . e.xamine. these interrelated issues in the most responsible 

and effective way . It is not clear from the draft 
· .. ·' -.; .. r,.,:'-:· -: '-'ll\emorandum· . how· :suc.n·· an · ef-f·o·r-t •'·woul.d:-.. ·bil·e; ... · 

our pa_rt, ERDA fully supports the effort and stands ready .· . . 
.. ·· .· .. : · ..... :=to :d.eyote a:re· neces.sa.ry :to. . . -.·:·: . ,, . • : .• : .- : ., /: : .... --:£· t. . .• • .• ·a· , .·. .. ·. . f. 1 , .. . .. ···r ... t... . - . , .... .. , .· . . : . ... :· ·.· ······· ·.. .: . A··i··:· • .... . ..... •. . ........ . 

.· • ... .l-1 . ..... ·.:: ... ·.: ., •.. · .. -::x ' ..... ····: :: .; ..... ···:·· ·: 

'' : .,, .. , ,, ... ·With· 'res.jfe·cf· 'to· .. the· · Htrig\.tag·e· o·f 'the -draft. I .. ·- · .. ........ . 
believe a few changes, set forth in the attachment to 
this letter, are necessary to correct a 
misunderstanding of my June 9 letter to the President. 
The draft implies that I recommended a "major program in 
reprocessing." This is not the case. I recommended that 
the U.S. undertake a major initiative in this area, listed 
several possible features of such an initiative, and 
requested a Presidential direction for a speedy'and 
coordinated study which would become the centerpiece of a 
truly comprehensive Presidential policy on nuclear power 

... ... 

, 



·.·· 

, 
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and nonproliferation, including such matters as nuclear 
exports and waste management. The language changes set 
forth in the Tab more accurately reflect my recommenda­
tions to the President, and make clear that a policy 
with respect to reprocessing is essential to and 
interr elated with -- the disposition of related non­
proliferation issues. 

s.incerely' 

Robert C. Seamans, Jr . 
. Adminis tra tQ.r : ..... ~ 

,-. •;\·· "' ""' • ·v . • • • • : .•! • • . - .,. .. ... : -.. ~ .. · . .... 

cc: Honorable James Connor . . ... . . 
· Secretary to th~ Cabinet ·- ·: ··.-.":'' .: , ·. ,·_. :· .. A· . ... "").,·'~~··: ... :.: .. ;:·:.~~-l:.,~.:~:;·~_, .. :_ -.;,.;.. :,..,. ·~>-~ ~((.,~• -..-;:;~~:~ ;.~:··.;:'-·,:..;.,;.-.:·~:·: ~ .;;.,. -::~t·r_.;:;·<-'-'· _ ... , .•. ,,-:-~ :-~ t;-~ .... -. .,..-··-. · ~' ·· ·~ ~ .• ,_.. · "!' .... • ' . •• •••• ·' · •· • · • • ••• · • 
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, 
Requested Changes in Draft Memorandum 

to the President on Nuclear Policy 

Page 3, 4th paragraph: 

Delete paragraph 

Insert: "ERDA Administrator Seamans has recommended 
C, t+ t 'T' b. B' d t k. - ....... ; ... . --..~.t· "a··-~~ ... -·.•,; .. . .....•.• _ ••. ~ .......... L_.. .• ,.., •.. ~,.-- _.,..e -""'er.,..;a, ·-· .• .~..a . _. 1 --.. un -er·· -a. Tng·:~a -·· maJ oL ··:·;:, u y · · 

~'l·· • • ~,T,.~h)i:'. · p a'\:.~~ .. ·.-;,· -t.,·.l.iv .. • r•z.-r• *'rh· •.• •. · ... , .,..,.- · • · . . 

••· ··• · .... :· ·· ·. ·· .. · ·· . · .. .. . , .. . . . . t.p .. dev:~.lop ..... r.~p.r. oc;_e~ s i n_g. · a~q · ~e 1 a.t-ed · nori.- • ·; ·· ;:: . · ·;: 
~.::. · .. , :: :: ·. ·. : .. -~: ::·~. > .. ~: ; _..::.:~·~ • r~: .. ·: ;·.'.i:· .. ··: •.pr_o].:;i:f ~-t_'ci:ti_Qn: ~rt.~·tj:a. tiy:¢-s.; :~o :· p:e .. ·?V~i;l~lj;}h~··.: · .. -:.;-~_.:. ; 
.'···~· . ~ ;: ... ·;~· .. ·;,. ,_ ... ·:-'·\::·: .: ~·:·.·· . ::- :· :··· ~ · .: ..... t'O y.ou ·as ·,sd6i1 · as. po's sib 1 e. ·such an . . . . . 

· · · · · ini tia ti ve coul.d. have, ~ .. ex.e.r;~l .. f~~ t4n~?-.... ,-·. ,:·::·.:.. .. · . .;..~~:. .. 
· ;,:,~_ •. ;.t_.·;.•• .. :, _;.:; •. .-; •• :.~,,;..~.o·:.'~:;_..;,,.:···: ;: . .._ ~ ~ .; :•<i.ncTUdi·ng·:: ro:fe'i·g·n ·!p'·a·rti'C'ip'·a·t'fon··· and·'··couid'· '· .. . 
.... _ ••• • • •I •· ·• • • " • •. • . 

· ·. · · · be used as t _he centerpiece. of a major 
· , -·- :· · · ··- · ·-.. · · Presidential s ta temen t on nonp:t;"ol if era tion," . 

..J , . .. . . .. . .. . :... .. . ... ., .·· . . . : ... l-. • •• •' : • • ·., •. •· .. ..# .~ . . . . 
. • !• ,. : • . .. • ... • • • .••. ~. ... • .. ·..... • •• ••• • •. • • '· 

De1ete first sentence 

~~"3., ~ ...... :w:f.':·~·.-,, .-..:." .i:~ .. !•~·£r.,·~~;~J..l•i . . -~~·~:'-l~~.,~~g;r.sa~.,'-:·:tha·t;,;$,~ch-·,.-a.:-· -s:tu·d"Y.-~-:i~·.o:~'&etl·ed:,~·und"~;'f.:...\·.:~·-~ . ._ .. _ 
• ·• .. ~ ... ,. · · · "' · · -· would recommend a more express 1ncl us 10n 

of nuclear exports and other nonproliferation 
approaches in its scope." 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING TON 

July 19, 1976 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

BRENT SCOWCROFT ~ 
JAMES M. CANNON.,......­
JAMES T . LYNN 

JAMES E. CONNOR (),.[!.. ~ 
(! 

Nuclear Policy --Issues and Problems 
Requiring Attention and Potential Policy 
Statement 

The President has reviewed your memorandum (undated) on the 
above subject and has directed that responsibility be assigned 
jointly to Scowcroft, Cannon and Lynn to develop and carry out 
a plan to accomplish the necessary work in cooperation with all 
the agencies concerned. 

Please follow-up with the appropriate action. 

cc: Dick Cheney 

, 




