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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 31, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON

FROM: WARREN HENDRIKS

SUBJECT: Fair Housing Month

The attached request for a proclamation designating April as Fair
Housing Month was received from Carla Hills this morning.

The President's policy in issuing proclamations has been limited
to those requests which have been passed by a joint resolution of
the Congress. There have been exceptions but few in number and
they are discouraged whenever possible. OMB and the Congres-
sional Liaison Office have been the most ardent supporters of this
policy .

I'm told by Tod Hullin, as well as Bill Greener, who was Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs under Jim Lynn, that the proclamation
is undoubtedly being pushed by Mrs. Toote, Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights. She did the same last year and was informed of
the policy. Additionally, Bill Greener only a couple of weeks ago
reaffirmed that policy when asked about how to move a similiar
proclamation to the President this year. It is my understanding
that Carla Hills would not be disappointed if such a proclamation
is not issued.

RECOMMENDATION
That Tod Hullin communicate with the Secretary or the Under Sec-
retarythat the proclamation will not be issued due to the President's
policy.
OPTIONS

Tod Hullin calls.

Jim Cannon calls.

See me.
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March 28, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: James M. Cannon
Executive Director and Assistant to the
President for Domestic Affairs
The White House

Subject: Presidential Message on Fair Housing Month

The Federal Fair Housing Law, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1968, marks its seventh amniversary on April 11, 1975.

Since enactment, HUD each April has had a program for observance
of the anniversary to increase awareness and pramote support
for the objectives of the Fair Housing Law.

A Presidential message would provide national focus for the
Fair Housing cbservance and highlight the importance of public
support and cooperation in achieving equal housing opportunity
for all Americans.

Attached is a draft statement. If issued, this would be the

"first" Executive recognition of this anniwversary month
observance.

Carla A. Hills

Attachment




Draft
Statement by
PRESIDENT FORD
in Designation of
Our great Nation was conceived in the defiant refusal of our
ancestors to tolerate oppression. It was born of their sacrifide
and dedicated by them to the inalienable rights of free Americans
for all time.
Today, on the eve of our bicentennial, we must acknowledge
 the supreme irony that minority Americans are still fighting to win
the equality that majority Americans take as. their birthright.
MJ'.norities have scored significant gains during the past
decadeinsucharéasaseﬂu‘catim, vot:ihganderploment. They

now recognize 'housi.'ng as the vgréa't.es't remaining subject of inequity.

So must we all. This seventh anniversary of the Fair Housing

Law finds us with too 1iEtle progress in fair housing practices
and offers too little evidence of what I know to be the basic decency
of our people, in wham the primary resporiéibility for fair play must
always rest.‘ |

In designating April 1975 as National Fair Housing Month, I call -
upon all Americans to open their hearts and their neighborhoods to all
other Americans, so that we may truly cbserve the spirit and finally
deliver the pramise that sprang from the Founding Fathers.






