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CARLA, MR. HILLS, MR. JUSTICE WHITE, THE HILLS

FAMILY, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS:
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I AM IN GOOD COMPANY WELCOMING CARLA ANDERSON HILLS
INTO THE CABINET AS SECRETARY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT. | CARLA AND MR. JUSTlCE WHITE, WHO WILL
ADMINISTER THE OATH, HUD UNDER SECRETARY JIM MITCHELL AND 1|
ARE ALL GRADUATES OF YALE LAW SCHOOL. BUT | HASTEN TO ASSURE

EVERYONE THAT THERE IS NO CONSPIRACY INVOLVED HERE --

ONLY COINCIDENCE.
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| AM PLEASED WE WILL HAVE THE BENEFIT OF CARLA'S
EXPERIENCE AS SECRETARY OF HUD --  BECAUSE | CONSIDER HER THE

BEST QUALIFIED PERSON FOR THIS VERY DEMANDING POSITION.




-4 -
THE JOB FACING THE NEW SECRETARY IS IMMENSE,

SHE ASSUMES THE VERY SERIOUS RESPONSIBILITY OF ADMINISTERING

THIS IMPORTANT DEPARTMENT AT A TIME OF RECESSION IN THE HOUS ING
INDUSTRY.

SHE HAS THE UNIQUE SKILLS AND DEDICATION WHICH

ARE VITAL IN HELPING US MOVE THROUGH A VERY DIFFICULT TIME INTO

PRODUCTIVITY AND VITALITY IN HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.
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CAVRLA HAS A TOUGH ACT TO FOLLOW, HER VERY CAPABLE

'PREDECESSOR AT HUD, JIM LYNN, WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN ACHIEVING

PASSAGE OF THE HISTORIC HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ACT

OF 1974, WHICH | SIGNED INTO LAW LAST AUGUST. ONE OF CARLA'S

MAJOR JOBS WILL BE TO IMPLEMENT THIS MASSIVE AND PROGRESSIVE
PROGRAM.
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SENATOR SPARKMAN CALLS THAT ACT THE MOST SIGNIFICANT
IN THE VFIIELD OF HOUSING LEGISLATION SINCE 1934, IT WILL BE OF
TREMENDOUS VALUE IN RESTORING TO OUR LOCALLY ELECTED OFFICIALS |
DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY IN THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY
D.EVELOPMENT FIELDS AND IN BROADENING THEIOPPOI‘?TUNITIES FOR

INDIVIDUAL HOME OWNERSHIP.
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RESTORATION OF HEALTH TO THE HOUSING MARKET 1S
IMPERATIVE, | AM CONVINCED THAT OUR NEWEST CABINET OFFICER

IS EQUAL TO THAT CHALLENGE AND THE OTHERS WHICH WILL CONFRONT

HER.
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SHE IS A DISTINGUISHED ATTORNEY AND AN AUTHOR,

AND SERVED MOST ABLY AS ASSISTANT ATTORNEY GENERAL FOR THE

'CIVIL DIVISION OF THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT. SHE EARNED UNANIMOU
PRAISE FOR HER ADMINISTRATIVE ABILITY AS WELL AS HER LEGAL TALENTS .
HER lNTELLECTUAL CREDENTIALS HAVE BEEN DEMONSTRATED BY HER

| ACHIEVEMENTS IN PROFESSIONAL AND CIVIC AFFAIRS.
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OF COURSE, CARLA WILL NOT BE ALONE IN THE TASK
FACING HERf SHE HAS AN EXCELLENT TEAM TO WORK WITH AT HUD.
I'M SURE THEY .SHARE MY OPTIMISM ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THIS
DEPARTMENT AND JOIN ME IN WELCOMING ABOARD THE NEW SECRETARY

OF HOUSI‘NG AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT.

END OF TEXT
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5. It is unclear that H. R. 4485 would assist the Housing
industry.

Status: H.R. 4485 is a clean bill substitute for H. R, 29 and was
reported out of Committee Thursday. The bill will go to Rules on
Tuesday and is expected to go to the Floor on Thursday.

Note: S. 1108 a companion bill to H. R. 29 has been introduced in the
Senate by Proxmire. The bill would key subsidy assistance to certain
economic indicator '"triggers'. Hearings on S. 1108 begin Monday.

H. R. 34, the Emergency Homeowners Relief Act - sponsored by
Congressman Ashley (D. Ohio)

Summary: H.R. 34 would assist homeowners who suffered a 20%
decline in income by allowing HUD to make mortgage payments for
these individuals for up to two years with maximum payment of
$375 per month.

Administration Position: The Administration opposes H, R, 34 for the
following reasons:

L. Costs could be $200 million per month, exclusive of
operating costs - OMB.

2. The bill would be administratively infeasible. —

3. H. R. 34 would end mortgagee incentives to forbear
on defaulting loans.

Status: H.R. 34 is still pending in the House Subcommittee of the

House Banking Committee, but is expected to move shortly after the
Floor action on H. R. 4485. Mark-up is scheduled for Tuesday.
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
March 31, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON
FROM: WARREN HENDRIKS
SUBJECT: Fair Housing Month

The attached request for a proclamation designating April as Fair
Housing Month was received from Carla Hills this morning .

The President's policy in issuing proclamations has been limited
to those requests which have been passed by a joint resolution of
the Congress. There have been exceptions but few in number and
they are discouraged whenever possible. OMB and the Congres-
sional Liaison Office have been the most ardent supporters of this
policy .

I'm told by Tod Hullin, as well as Bill Greener, who was Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs under Jim Lynn, that the proclamation
is undoubtedly being pushed by Mrs. Toote, Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights. She did the same last year and was informed of
the policy. Additionally, Bill Greener only a couple of weeks ago
reaffirmed that policy when asked about how to move a similiar
proclamation to the President this year. It is my understanding
that Carla Hills would not be disappointed if such a proclamation
is not issued.

RECOMMENDATION

That Tod Hullin communicate with the Secretary or the Under Sec-
retarythat the proclamation will not be issued due to the President's
policy.
OPTIONS

Tod Hullin calls.

Jim Cannon calls.

See me.
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March 28, 1975

MEMORANDIM FOR: James M. Cannon

Executive Director and Assistant to the
President for Damestic Affairs
The White House

Subject: Presidential Message on Fair Housing Month

The Federal Fair Housing Law, Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1968, marks its seventh anniversary on April 11, 1975.

Since enactment, HUD each April has had a program for observance
of the anniversary to increase awareness and pramote support
for the objectives of the Fair Housing Law.

A Presidential message would provide national focus for the
Fair Housing observance and highlight the importance of publ:l.c

support and cooperation in achieving equal housing opportunity
for all Americans.

Attached is a draft statement. If issued, this would be the

"first" Executive recognition of this anniversary month
observance.

Carla A. Hills

Attachment



Draft
Statement by
PRESIDENT FORD
in Designation of
Fair Housing Month

Our great Nation was conceived in the defiant refusal of our
ancestors to tolerate oppression. It was born of their sacrifiee
and dedicated by them to the inalienable rights of free Americans
for all time.

Today, on the eve of our bicentennial, we must acknowledge

~ the supreme irony that minority Americans are still fighting to win

the equality that majority Americans take as their birthright.
Mj.norities have scored significant gains during the past
decadeinsuchafeasaseaucatim,votﬁganda:ploymt. They
now recogruze housmg as the greatest remaining subject of inequity.
So must we all. '1‘h1s seventh anniversary oftheFaJ.erJsmg
Law finds us w1th too 1ittle progress in fa:Lr housing practices
andofferstool:.ttleev:.dence ofwhatIknowtobethebasmdecency
of our people, in wham the primary respons:n.blllty for farr play must
always rest.
In designating April 1975 as National Fair Housing Month, I call -
upon all Americans to open their hearts and their neighborhoods to all
other Americans, so that we may truly cbserve the spirit and finally

deliver the pramise that sprang from the Founding Fathers.
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