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MEMORANDUM FOR: 

THROUGH: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 23, 1975 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF .. ~-·"'.,.. 
..r".-;r-"'" 

JU1 CAVANAUGHl~ ~..-/~.,.-/·-/ 
(~~~-~ 

ART QUERN .-:;./, ·-~~~ , . 
r·:/~t/'-·"t /(:.-../._.,___..---

Budget Amendment Proposed for Implementation 
of the White House Conference on Handicapped 
Individuals Act (P.L. 93-516) 

This memorandum is to br f you on the background of the 
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals and to 
request your help in gaining passage in the Congress of 
the Budget Amendment proposed to obtain funding for the 
Conference. 

BACKGROUND 

As you know, the President has decided to call the White 
House Conference on Handicapped Individuals as permitted 
by P.L. 93-516, and has decided that it should be held in 
late 1976. HEW has responsibility for organizing and 
managing the Conference. 

The initial process must begin as soon as possible to hold 
a successful conference in late 1976. The budget amendment 
proposed for implementation of the Act has cleared OMB and 
will be transmitted to the President shortly. 

CURRENT SITUATION 

The key matter now is to get the funding from Congress, as 
established in P.L. 93-516, to permit commencement of the 
process. Attached is a statement from OMB on this matter. 

COMMENTS 

We would appreciate any help you can give in getting this 
proposed budget amendment passed. 

' 

Digitized from Box 16 of the James M. Cannon Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



Need for rapid congressional action on the proposed White 
House Conference on Handicapped Individuals budget amendment 

The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals 
Act {P.L. 93-516) authorizes the President to call such 
conference not later than December 1976. Further~ such 
conference shall be planned and conducted under the 
direction of the Secretary of the Department of Health, 
Education, and Welfare (DHEW) and the National Planning 
and Advisory Council. 

Consistent with the legislation, DHEW has developed 
a proposal which will enable states to organize and con
duct conferences on handicapped individuals prior to the 
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. In 
order to allow time to meet this requirement and to 
satisfy other requirements set forth in the enabling 
legislation in a timely ion, it will be necessary 
for the required funds to be made available in the 
regular HEW/Labor Appropriations Bill; otherwise, funds 
might not be available prior to the last quarter of the 
current calendar year. Any delay in funding could impair 
the implementation by the states and the executive branch 
of the legislative objectives set forth in this act. 

July 23, 1975 

' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

November 29, 1975 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON 

FROM: JIM CONNOR!$" 

SUBJECT: Enrolled Bill S. 6 - Education for All 
Handicapped Children Act of 1975 

This morning the President signed the above mentioned bill and returned 
it in his out box with the following notation: 

"A real toughie. I signed but think the signing 
statement can be strengthened --no increase 
until 1978 and in meantime we must reduce later 
authorizations, etc. Check with Paul 
O'Neill. " 

Please follow-up with appropriate action. 

cc: Dick Cheney 
Paul O'Neill 
Robert Linder with signed bill. "' 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 
INFORMATION 

WASHINGT O N 

January 12, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON 

FROM: SARAH MASS~NGAL~ 
SUBJECT: 

This is to bring you up to date on the efforts to change 
the date of the White House Coni'erence on Handicapped 
Individuals. 

The House has not yet considered the s~~~.c 
resolution wh· wou resident to change the 
Conference ate to 197 . members have informally 
unwillingne s $1.3 million, the esti 
requirement. ------· 

The Conference staff and the Advisory Council ar s till 
trying to get the date changed and are develop~ g estimates 
on how to hold the Conference in May, 19z7 w · out spending 
addi ~ional money£ i~~~ 1!-u.. Co'''\~) · 

We have expressed no view on changing t date and will wait 
to see if the House passes the Willia resolution. 

cc: Jim Cavanaugh 
Art Quern 

.. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 25, 1976 

MEETING WITH KERRI HINES, NATIONAL EASTER SEAL CHILD 
Thursday, February 26, 1976 

12:00 p.m. (10 minutes} 

I. PURPOSE 

The Oval Office 

From: Jim Cann6n.~~~ 
._ :}. 

\ 

To receive the first sheet of the 1976 Easter Seals 
from five year old Kerri Hines of Waterford, Michigan. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: The annual ceremony at the White House 
traditionally kicks off the Easter Seal campaign. 
Through contributions from the public to Easter 
Seals and the work of volunteers, rehabilitation 
services are provided each year to more than 350,000 
handicapped children and adults. 

Kerri Hines is this year's poster child. Crippled 
with cerebral palsy since birth, Kerri has made ex
cellent progress since 1972 when she began receiving 
physical therapy at the Oakland County Society for 
Crippled Children and Adults, the Easter Seal Center 
in Pontiac, Michigan. 

Wayne Rogers, star of the new T.V. series "City of 
Angels," and the 1976 National Chairman, is unfortunately 
unable to attend because of his filming schedule. 

B. Participants: List attached at Tab A 

C. Press Plan: Open Press Opportunity 

III. TALKING POINTS 

1. Thank you, Kerri, for these Easter Seals. The 
Ford family has always been a strong supporter of 
the Easter Seal Society, and it is an honor to 
receive the first sheet of Seals this year. 

2. All of you should be proud of your efforts in 
promoting the Easter Seal campaign. You exemplify 
what volunteerism in America is all about. 

, 



PARTICIPANTS 

Kerri Hines 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Hines 

Jack Hines, Jr. 

Dr. Lamar Sautter, President, National Easter Seal Society 
for Crippled Children and Adults 

Mrs. Mary Sautter 

Mr. Keith Roberts, Director of Public Relations, National 
Easter Seal Society for Crippled Children and Adults 

Senator Philip A. Hart 

Senator Robert P. Griffin 

Congressman William S. Broomfield 

STAFF 

Jim Cannon 

Sarah Massengale 

' 



NEf'.10RANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

~1arch 5, 1976 

SECRE'I'ARY ~~ ~ID ~Li\ ~H:E:I·JS 

JH1 CANNO~ '.\l ~-"----.,_ 
/ .• 

DECISION J!.1EMO ON DATE OF THE 
WHITE HO'tfs'E CONFERENCE ON 
HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS 

Attached is a draft decision memorandum to the President 
on changing the date of the White House Conference on 
Handicapped Individuals. 

I would appreciate your giving your comments and 
recommendations to Sarah Massengale (Rm. 220, X6776) 
by 5:00p.m., Monday, March 8, 1976. 

Thank you. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 5, 1976 

MEMORANDUl¥1 FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PHIL BUCHEN 
ROBERT T. HARTf.:lANN 
JACK MARSH 
ROGERS MORTON 
MAX FRIEDERSDORF 
JIM LYNN 

DR. TED MA§S • 

JIM CANNO~ f /,.l..A.A. 

DECISI~, MEM ON DATE OF THE 
WHITE ~USE CONFERENCE ON 
HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS 

Attached is a draft decision memorandum to the 
President on changing the date of the White House 
Conference on Handicapped Individuals. 

I would appreicate your giving your comments and 
recommendations to Sarah Massengale (Rrn. 220, X6776} 
by 5:00p.m., Monday March 8, 1976. 

Thank you. 

cc: Jim Cavanaugh 
Art Quern 
Spence Johnson 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
DECISION 

WASHINGTON 

March 4, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANNON 

DATE OF WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
HANDICAPP1D INDIVIDUALS 

This is to present for your decision the question of changing 
the date of the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. 

BACKGROUND 

Last November you announced the calling of the White House 
Conference on Handicapped Individuals for December, 1976. 
This was the last date allowed by the authorizing legislation. 

Since then, at the request of the National Planning and Advisory 
Council which is responsible for planning and conducting the 
Conference, the Congress has passed S.J. 154 which permits 
you to hold the Conference in 1977. You signed S.J. 154 on 
February 27. 

ISSUE 

The question is -.;vhether to change the Conference date to 
April, 1977, from December, 1976. 

PROS 

1. Extension of the Conference date would allow the National 
Planning and Advisory Council, which is responsible for 
planning and conducting the Conference 18 months for their 
task, as they are requesting. Because of administrative 
delays, the Council was not established until November, 
1975, only fourteen months before the National Conference 
date. 
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2. Extension of the Conference date would allow the States 
the additional three months they are requesting to plan 
and conduct the State Conferences and to involve as many 
consumers as possible. Some States such as Pennsylvania 
and New Mexico have indicated they cannot hold a conference 
before September. Other States such as Texas, California, 
New York, and Massachusetts, are having difficulties with 
appointments of State Directors for the Conference. Also, 
State planning is said to be hindered by the unavailability 
of planning grants .before May, 1976. 

3. Extension of the Conferepce date to April has been strongly 
endorsed by the Presiden~'s Committee on Mental Retardation, 
the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, 
the Easter Seal Society and the Coalition of Citizens with 
Disabilities, the largest handicapped coalition represent
ing about 120 important organizations. 

4. The passage of S.J. 154 without objection indicates that 
the Congress cedes to the request of the National Planning 
and Advisory Council to change the date. Senators Stafford, 
Randolph and Dole {who is on the Advisory Council} and 
Congressmen Quie and Brademas are said to support an 
April, 1977 date. 

5. Logistical arrangements for a Conference date in April, 1977, 
would be easier. In December uncertain weather conditions, 
peak season holiday travel and holiday commitments could 
limit ability to get reservations, attendance of delegates 
and availability of speakers. 

6. No additional funds would be required for an April conference. 

CON 

1. You have already announced the December, 1976 date. 

2. Because no additional funds are authorized, the Conference 
will be able to afford 100 fewer paid delegates, reducing 
the maximum number of paid delegates from 800 to 700. 
There will still be about 1000 observers. 

3. Recommendations from the State and National Conferences 
would be available for consideration by State and National 
decision-makers several months later since the final reports 
would not be ready until September, 1977 rather than June, 
1977. As a result, new initiatives to assist handicapped 
persons would be implemented more slowly. 

' 
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DECISION 

Approve April date and issue announcement 

Disapprove April date 

, 



"' . . 

DRAFT ANNOUNCEHENT 

At the request of the National Planning and Advisory Council 

to the White House Conference on Handicapped Individua~and the 

Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and with the 

authorization of the Congress, I hereby declare that the 

White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals shall be 

held in April~ 1977. 

A Spring 1977 Conference is also strongly supported by many 

of the States and by various organizations for the handicapped. 

The April date will allow the States time to plan their 

conferences more thoroughly and to involve more people, 

especially the handicapped. This should contribute to a 

better National Conference. 

I feel that this involvement is very important. As I 

said when I announced the Conference last November, a major 

purpose of this conference is to generate a responsive national 

awareness of the problems facing the handicapped. Concern for 

the handicapped is not unique to the Federal Government; States 

and local officials and private citizens must also turn their 

attention to the needs of the handicapped. The private sector 

can perform a creative role by contributing its talents and 

resources. 

And, as I said then, the White House Conference on Handicapped 

Individuals is a very worthwhile endeavor. Its results should 

contribute significantly to the health, education and welfare 

of handicapped individuals everywhere. 

, 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FR0!1: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE DECISION 
WASHINGTON 

March 16, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANNO~~ 
DATE OF ~ HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 
HANDICA·~-~E~ INDIVIDUALS 

This is to present for your decision the question of changing 
the date of the White House Conference on Handicapped 
Individuals. 

BACKGROUND 

Last November you announced the calling of the White House 
Conference on Handicapped Individuals for December, 1976. 
This was the last date allowed by the authorizing legislation. 

Since then, at the request of the National Planning and 
Advisory Council which is jointly responsible with Secretary 
Mathews for planning and conducting the Conference, the 
Congress passed S.J. 154 which permits you to hold the 
Conference in 1977. You signed S.J. 154 on February 27. 

ISSUE 

The question is whether to change the Conference date to 
April, 1977, from December, 1976. 

PROS 

1. Extension of the Conference date would allow the National 
Planning and Advisory Council 18 months for their task, 
as they are requesting. Because of administrative delays, 
the Council was not established until November, 1975, 
only fourteen months before the National Conference 
date. 

: ._.-. 
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_2. Extension of the Conference date would allow the States 
the additional three months they are requesting to plan 
and conduct the State Conferences and to involve as many 
consumers as possible. Some States, such as Pennsylvania 
and New Mexico, have indicated they cannot hold a con 
ence before September. Other States, such as Texas, 
California, New York, and Massachusetts, are having 
difficulties with the appointment of State Directors 
for the Conference. Also,.State planning is said to be 
hindered by the unavailability of the planning grants 
before May, 1976. 

3 •. Extension of the Conference date to April has been strongly 
endorsed by the President's Committee on riental Retardation, 
the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, 
the Easter Seal Society and the Coalition of Citizens with 
Disabilities, the largest handicapped coalition represent
ing about 120 important organizations. 

4. 

5. 

The passage of S.J. 154 without objection 
the Congress yields to the request of the 
and Advisory Council to change the date. 
Randolph and Dole (who is on the Advisory 
Congressmen Quie and Brademas are said to 
April, 1977 date. 

indicates that 
National Planning 
Senators Stafford, 
Council) and 
support an 

Logistical arrangements 
1977, would be easier. 
conditions, peak season 
commitments could limit 
attendance of delegates 

for a Conference date in April, 
In December uncertain weather 
holiday travel and holiday 
ability to get reservations, 
and availability of speakers. 

6. No additional funds would be required for an April 
conference. 

CON 

1. You have already announced the December, 1976 date. 

2. Because no additional funds are authorized, the Conference 
will be able to afford 100 fewer paid delegates. The 
money will be used to extend for three months the time 
for writing the final report and recommendations. The 
probable maximum number of paid delegates would thus be 
reduced from 800 to 700. There would still be about 
1000 observers. HEW informally indicates that if you 
feel strongly about increasing the number of delegates, 
with Congressional approval we might be able to reprogram 
funds from HEW and other agenci~s~ 

' 
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3. Recommendations from the State and National Conferences 
would be available for consideration by State and National 
decision-makers several months later since the final 
reports would not be ready until September, 1977 rather 
than June, 1977. As a result, new initiatives to assist 
handicapped persons would be implemented more slowly. 

AGENCY AND STAFF RECOMMENDATIONS 

Mathews: In view of the Department's interest 
in ensuring the most effective conference 
possible, the Secretary recommends that 
the President approve an April date 

Marrs: 

Buchen, Hartmann 
Morton, Friedersdorf 

Lynn (O'Neill) 

RECOMMENDATION 

and issue the appropriate announcement. 

Approval 

No objection to an April 1977 date. 

No recommendation 

I feel that the December date will inhibit staff and State 
planners in their preparation for conferences of quality and 
may result in frustrating the very constituenc s we are 
seeking to assist through the conferences. 

Since the April date has been requested or endorsed by so 
many groups involved and since no additional funds are 
required, I recommend that you decide to hold the national 
conference in April, 1977. 

I also recommend that you approve the announcement (text 
approved by Robert T. Hartmann attached at Tab A) for 
immediate release. 

DECISION 

Approve April date and issue announcement 

Disapprove April date ------·. --·. ·' .t 

, 



DRAFT ANNOUNCEMENT 

At the request of the National Planning and Advisory 

Council to the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals 

and the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and with 

the authorization of the Congress, I hereby declare that the 

White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals shall be 

held in April 1977. 

A Spring 1977 Conference is strongly supported by many 

of the States and by various organizations for the handicapped. 

The April date will allow the States time to plan their 

conferences properly and involve more people especially 

the handicapped. This should contribute to a better National 

Conference. 

I feel that this involvement is important. As I said 

when I announced the Conference last November, a major 

purpose of this conference is to generate a responsive 

national awareness of the problems facing the handicapped. 

Concern for the handicapped s.hould not be limited to the 

Federal Government. States and local officials, and private 

citizens as well, must turn their attention to the needs of 

the handicapped. The private sector can perform a creative 

role by contributing its talents and resources. 

The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals is 

a very important occasion which should contribute significantly 

to the health, education and welfare of handicapped individuals 

everytvhere. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 19, 1976 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JIM CANNON 

JIM CONNORJ£. ~ 

Date of White House Conference on 
Handicapped Individuals 

The President reviewed your memorandum of March 16 and 
approved the recommendation concerning the date of Aprill977 
for the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. 
The proposed announcement concerning the Conference was also 
approved. 

Please follow-up with appropriate actiono 

cc: Dick Cheney 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

March 19, 1976 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

JIM CANNON 

JIM CONN01£. ~ 
Date of White House Conference on 
Handicapped Individuals 

The President reviewed your memorandum of March 16 and 
approved the recommendation concerning the date of April 1977 
for the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals. 
The proposed announcement concerning the Conference was also 
approved. 

Please follow-up with appropriate actiono 

c c : Dick Cheney , 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
DECISION 

WASH I N G ., 0 t-J 

March 16, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: 

~ . 
JIM CANNO:J• .. 1~~ 

cr' DATE OF ~i.I.!_JTE HOUSE CONFERENCE ON 

FROt1: 

HANDICAPPED INDIVIDUALS 

This is to present for your decision the question of changing 
the date of the tvhi te House Conference on Handicapped 
Individuals. 

BACKGROUND 

Last November you announced the calling of the White House 
Conference on Handicapped Individuals for December, 1976. 
This was the last date allowed by the authorizing legislation. 

Since then, at the request of the National Planning and 
Advisory Council which is jointly responsible with Secretary 
Mathews for planning and conducting the Conference, the 
Congress passed S.J. 154 which permits you to hold the 
Conference in 1977. You signed S.J. 154 on February 27. 

ISSUE 

The question is whether to change the Conference date to 
April, 1977, from December, 1976. 

PROS 

1. Extension of the Conference date would allow the National 
Planning and Advisory Council 18 months for their task, 
as they are requesting. Because of administrative delays, 
the Council was not established until November, 1975 , 
only fourteen months before the National Conference 
date. 

.. 
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2. Extension of the Conference date would allow the States 
the additional three months they are requesting to plan 
and conduct the State Conferences and to involve as many 
consumers as possible. Some States, such as Pennsylvania 
and New Mexico, have indicated they cannot hold a confer
ence before September. Other States, such as Texas, 
California, New York, and Massachusetts, are having 
difficulties with the appointment of State Directors 
for the Conference. Also, State planning is said to be 
hindered by the unavailability of the planning grants 
before May, 1976. 

3. Extension of the Conference date to April has been strongly 
endorsed by the President's Committee on Hental Retardation, 
the President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped, 
the Easter Seal Society and the Coalition of Citizens with 
Disabilities, the largest handicapped coalition represent
ing about 120 important organizations. 

4. 

5. 

The passage of S.J. 154 without objection 
the Congress yields to the request of the 
and Advisory Council to change the date. 
Randolph and Dole (who is on the Advisory 
Congressmen Quie and Brademas are said to 
April, 1977 date. 

indicates that 
National Planning 
Senators Stafford, 
Council) and 
support an 

Logistical arrangements 
1977, would be easier. 
conditions 1 peak season 
commitments could limit 
attendance of delegates 

for a Conference date in April, 
In December uncertain weather 
holiday travel and holiday 
ability to get reservations, 
and availability of speakers. 

6. No additional funds would be required for an April 
conference. 

CON 

1. You have already announced the December, 1976 date. 

2. Bec~use no additional funds are authorized, the Conference 
will be able to afford 100 fewer paid delegates. The 
money will be used to extend for three months the time 
for writing the final report and recommendations. The 
probable maximum number of paid delegates would thus be 
reduced from 800 to 700. There would still be about 
1000 observers. HEW informally indicates that if you 
feel strongly about increasing the number of delegates, 
with Congressional approval we might be able to reprogram 
funds from HEW and other agencies. 

, 
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3. Recommendations from State and Na on Conferences 
would be available consideration by State and National 
decision-makers several months later s the final 
reports would not be until September, 1977 rather 
than June, 1977. As a result, new initiatives to assist 
handicapped persons would be implemented more slowly. 

AGENCY AND S'rAFF RECOHr·1ENDATIONS 

Mathev.;s: 

Marrs: 

Buchen, Hartmann 
Horton, Friedersdorf 

Lynn (O'Neill) 

RECOfvll:JIENDAT I ON 

In view of the Department's interest 
in ensuring the most effective conference 
possible, the Secretary recommends that 
the President approve an April date 
and issue the appropriate announcement. 

Approval 

No objection to an April 1977 date. 

No recommendation 

I feel that the December date 
planners in their preparation 
may result in frustrating the 
seeking to assist through 

will inhibit staff and State 
for conferences of quality and 
very constituenc s we are 
conferences. 

Since the April date has been requested or endorsed by so 
many groups involved and since no additional funds are 
required, I recommend that you decide to hold the national 
conference in April, 1977. 

I also recornmend that you approve the announcement (text 
approved by Robert T. Hartmann attached a~ Tab A) for 
immediate release. 

DECISION_ 

Approve April date and issue announcement 

Disapprove April date 



DRAF'I' ANNOUNCEMENrr 

At the request of the National Pl~nning and Advisory 

Council to the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals 

and the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare and with 

the authorization of the Congress, I hereby declare that the 

White H6use Conference on Handicapped Individuals shall be 

held in April 1977. 

A Spring 1977 Conference is strongly supported by many 

of the States and by various organizations for the handicapped. 

The April date will allow the States time to plan their 

conferences properly and involve more people especially 

the handicapped. This should contribute to a better National 

Conference. 

I feel that this involvement is important. As I said 

when I announced the Conference last November, a major 

purpose of this conference is to generate a responsive 

national awareness of the problems facing the handicapped. 

Concern for the handicapped should not be limited to the 

Federal Government. States and local officials, and private 

citizens as well, must turn their attention to the needs of 

the handicapped. The private sector can perform a creative 

role by contributing its talents and resources. 

The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals is 

a very important occasion which should contribute significantly 

to the health, education and welfare of handicapped individuals 

every-\vhere. 

, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 26, 1976 

PRESENTATION OF PRESIDENT's TROPHY TO THE 
HANDICAPPED AMERICAN OF THE YEAR 

Tuesday, April 27 
12:00 (10 minutes) 

The Cabinet Ro~~A
From: Jim Can~--~ 

I. PURPOSE 

To present the President's Trophy to Forest Webb (Bill) Kiser, Jr., 
the Handicapped American of the Year. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, & PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: The President's Trophy has been awarded each 
year since 1951 to the handicapped American whose selection 
should prove to be most helpful toward encouraging, inspiring, 
facilitating, and promoting the useful employment of other 
disabled persons. 

B. 

c. 

This year's award winner, Bill Kiser, is a published author 
and a syndicated newspaper and radio columnist from Winston
Salem, North Carolina. Kiser's handicap stems from severe 
cerebral palsy. He has limited motor ability and has dif
ficulty with verbal communication. He communicates by typing 
his work at a rate of 100 words per hour. After you present 
the trophy, Governor Holshouser will respond on Mr. Kiser's 
behalf. 

Participants: Forest Webb (Bill) Kiser, Jr., the 1975 
Handicapped American of the Year. See Tab A for complete 
biographic material. 
Governor James Holshouser 
(Complete list at Tab B) 

Press Plan: Full press, photo opportunity 

! '. 

: 

III. REMARKS 

Talking points are at Tab C. They will be reviewed and put in 
speech type by Bob Orben. 

' 
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on Employment 
of the Handicapped 
\Vcl5hington, D. C. 20210 

RELEASE 

REI.EASE: Sunday I Februal:y 15, 1976 

BLISS: {20~) 653-SOll 

A syndicated navspaper and radio journal.ist frau North carol.i.l"_a; who overcame 

eight years of total dependence in a nursing hone to build an independent J.i:fe and 

career, has been named "Handicapped American of the Year" by Harold Russell, Chainr.an 

of the President's carmittee on E:rployment of the HaDdicapped. 

Forest Webb Kiser, Jr. {known as Bill) of Winston-Salem, North Carolina, '\·Till 
. . 

receive the President's TrOpcy, the nation's highest honor for its disabled citizens, 

On Jt..pril 29 at the Annual 1-Jeet:i.:rig Of the President IS Ccmnittee at the \VaShingtOil 

Hilton Hotel. 

Kiser, 48, is president of Bill Kiser Ne'tvs Service, Inc., for \'Thich he \'7rites a -
syndicated radio show carried by 20 stations in North and South carolina, a \ieekly-

· ne.·;spaper colucn carried by six North and South Carolina net.-1spapers, and a monthly 

oolurnn distributed nationally by The President's Ccmnittee. All are \'7ritten on topics 

of interest to handicapped people. 

As a consultant to the North Carolina l)epartment of Hunan Resources, Kiser acts 

as a resource on the needs of handicapped people, as a publicity 't·lriter, and as editor 

cf t..heir journal, :t-:CRZ\. Net·lS. 

His nationally syndicated colurm runs in daily, 't1eekly, a.."'ld mo~thl.y newspapers , 

and it brot."ght }'l.i_rn :nationvriae attention \·Then it \·ias featured in a recent issue of the 

trc;.de: journal, Editor & Publisher. (~!ore) 

' 

' 
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Kiser's re.'"labilitatio.n from severely involved cerebral palsy has not be~"'l easy. 

Fighting for norrral.cy since childhood, by his !!lid-20's he had improved his speech 

a'l"ld physical controL· Businesses in his COJ:nrrt.-l.t.'"lity donated noney for ''rn:i.racle" 

surgery intended to "cure" him. The operation backfired, and he was left rrore dis-

abled than before. 

\"lith both parents dead, he was l.mahle to care for hin_JSelf, and \vas placed in _a 
. 

nursing home, where he stayed, in a state of "ccxrq;>lete hopelessness" for 8 years. 

Neit.l-ter medical nor rehabilitation p:rofessionals believed he .\-Iould ever be able to 

support himself or live independently. 

In spite of their predictions, Kiser set out to aCL'rl.eve his goo.l of independence. 

He left the nursing haae and refused to be placed in an institution for the mentally 

r~tarded, or to _receive public assistance. 

In the nursing home, he \vas assisted by a physical therapist 't'lho helped him regain 

hope. The Depart::rrent of Vocational Rehabilitation in South Carolina, lrlhere he 1;hen 

lived, sponsored treat::rrent for l't..im later. The North carolina Division of Vocational. 

RehabUitatit?n has since assisted him in obtaining physical, speech, and occupational. 

therapy. 

Public schools \olere inaccessible to Kiser a..i.d lacked programs flexible enough for . . 

his Spec:ial nee&, so his education 't·la.S limited to what his parents could give him at 

. har:e. Eventually he earned a bigh school equivalency certificate. With the assis- ' 

tance of ablel::odied students, \vho carried him up the steps to classrocms, he audited 

sa hours of college courses at Furman University. He read extEmSively on his a·m, 

an~ ?~icipated in nu:nerous seminars on journalism and r~ilitation. 

In 1974, Kiser arrl his friends incorporated the Bill Kiser Na·15 Service through 

sale of sto::=k. Encouragecr.ent for this venture came fran a local net.·lspaper editor: 

' 
I ' 
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\vho e.."1couraged his journalistic abilities. Tcxlay, the bu.Siness is self sustaining, 

a..."""ld provides him with a salary and indepo....ndence. 

Living alone in an c;tPartment adapted to his needs \-lith Vocational Rehabilitation 

fu..ids, Kiser hires an aide to help him \vith the final details of drE;!Ssing, and sub-

scribes to ''I>!eals-on t'fuQels11 for l'."eekday lunches. His office is located across the 

street from his apart:rrent. 

Verbal ccmmmication is still vecy.#fficult- for lilin~ and he depends on a capable 

··· secreta:r:y to take dictation and interface for him in his dealings l'rl.th the public. 

Bill Kiser \'laS naninated for tP..e Presi&:>..nt ' s Tropey_, \vhich carries a $1000 sti - · 

pend to be used to prcm:>te the cause of disabled people, by the North carolina Gover

nor's Camrl.ttee on Btploymei].t of the Handicapped. 

I • 

i 
. I 
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WITHDRAWAL SHEET (PRESIDENTIAL LIBRARIES) 

FORM OF CORRESPONDENTS OR TITLE DATE 
DOCUMENT 

List List of participants at the Handicapped American of the Year Award 4/27/1976 
presentation. Redacted copy available. 

F1le Locat1on: 

James M. Cannon Files, Box 16, "Handicapped" I SMD/3/12/2015 

RESTRICTION CODES 

(A) Closed by applicable Executive order governing access to national security information. 
(B) Closed by statute or by the agency which originated the document. 
(C) Closed in accordance with restrictions contained in the donor's deed of gift. 

RESTRICTION 

c 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES AND RECORDS ADMINISTRATION NA FORM 1429 (1-98) 

, 
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HANDICAPPED ~lliRIC-~T OF ~nE YEAR 

Award Presentation 

The White House 

Tuesday~ April 27, 12 noon 

Name 

Harold Russell~ Chairman 
President's Committee on Employment 

of the Handicapped 

Mrs·. Harold Russell 

Mrs. Jayne Baker Spain 
Vice Chairman~·President 1 s 

Committee on Employment of 
the Handicapped 

Bernard Posner~ Executive Director 
President's Committee on Employment 

of the Handicapped 

Edward Rose~ Deputy Executive 
Director~ President's Committee 
on Employment of the Handicapped 

William V. Sax~ Staff Assistant 
President's Committee on Employment 

of the Handicapped 

Social Security Number, 
Place and Date of Birth 

~Scotia 
1-14-lLl- . 

3-28-25 
~ Ohio 

Ohio 
8-26-16 

Greensville Co.~ Va. 
8-20-30 

Handicapped American of the Year and Guests 

Forest Webb (Bill) kiser 
Handicapped American of the Year 
Winston Salem, N.C. 

Ruth Ann Thompson 
Bill Kiser's Secretary 
'\'Tins ton Salem, N.C. 

S.C. 
3-25-27 

I!!!P! 
3-9-36 

Co.~ Ky. 

' 
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John Dalrymple 
Special Project Director 
Division of Vocational Rehabilitation 
Kannapolis, N.C. 
(lifelong friend of Bill Kiser) 

Mrs. Shirley Wells Dalrymple 
Wife of John Dalrymple 
(also lifelong friend of Bill Kiser) 

Jobn Miller Dalrymple ~ -.. 
Raieigh, N.C. 
(w-as like a father to Bill Kiser) 

Allie Horne Dalrymple 
Raleigh, N.C. 
(Wife of John Miller Dalrymple. 
Like a mother to Bill Kiser) 

. Reverend Edwin E. Kirton 
Chairman, North Carolina Governor's 

Committee on the Handicapped 
Wilmington, N.C. 

W. Joseph Strickland 
Executive Secretary 
North Carolina Governor's 

Committee on the Handicapped 
Raleigh, N.C. 

Claude Meyers, Director 
Department of Vocational 

Rehabilitation 
Raleigh-'~ N.C. · 

James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Governor of North Carolina 

Phillip J. Kirk, Jr. 
Secretary, North C~rolina 

Department of Human Resources 
Raleigh, N.C. 

~N.C. 
4-27-43 . 

2-12-06 
Co.,_ s .c. 

1l!l!!lfi . 
12-13-,.07 

' 4-15-13 

~a. 
11-10-30 

• , N_. C.. 

-~.c. 
11-24-44 

' 
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Ronald Drach 
National Director of Employment 
Disabled American Veterans 
(Chairman~ Disabled Veterans 

Committee) . . . . . 

\vayne T. Brooks 
Organization Resources Counselors 
(Chairman~ Employers Committee) 

Miss Marsha Stevens 
770 Boylston Street 
Boston, Mass. 
(Chairman, Youth Development 

Committee) 

Hunter P. Wharton, President 
International Union of Operating 

Engineers 
(Chairman, Labor Committee) 

Miss Katherine Niemeyer 
Cape Coral, Fla. 
(Chairman, Physically Handic~pped 

Committee) 

Dr. John A. Nesbitt, Chairman 
Recreation Education Program 
University of Iowa 
(Chairman, Recreation Committee) 

Dr. Henry Viscardi, Jr. 
President, Human Resources Center 

· (Chairman, White House Conference 
on Handicapped Individuals) 

Edward H. Noakes 
Ed1-1ard H. Noakes & Associates 

Architects 
(Chairman, Environmental Barriers 

Coroini ttee) 

La1•irence Smedley 
Assistant Director, Social Security 
AFL-CIO 
(Member, Steering Committee) 

~Pa. 
. 11-11-44 . 

1!!!PI!. 
12-29-Lt5 

1111!!! 
~0-20-1900 

w.v. 

·~1. 
6-26-25 . 

~h. 
3-29-33 

~Y. 
5-10-12 

' 

' 9-2-29 
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Frances Lowder 
Chairperson 

4 

Committee on the·Physically 
Handicapped 

Fred Schreiber~ Executive Director 
National Association of the Deaf 

Nancy Kowalski~ Interprete~ 
for Fred Schreiber 

Eunice Fiorito~ President 
American Coalition of Citizens 

with Disabilities 

James Gashell 
Executive Director~ Washington 
National Federation of the Blind 

TU.lla Jupp 
National Association of the· 

·Physically Handicapped 
President~ D. C. Chapter 

Flemming P. Rose~ Photographer 
Department of Labor 

4-19-30 
N'eb ~ 

2-1-22 

lf!!ll'-
7-3-41 . 

~-
10-1-;30 

, Iowa 

~Del. 
2-14-39 

, 



TALKING POINTS 

1. It is a pleasure to welcome you to the White House this 

afternoon to honor the Handicapped American of the Year, Bill 

Kiser from Winston-Salem, North Carolina. 

2. I am sorry that I will not be ~ble to join you at your formal 

meeting later this week but I will be out of the city. I am 

pleased, however, thatwe have so many of the leadership of the 

President's Committee on Employment of the Handicapped here at 

this ceremony. It gives me the opportunity to reaffirm my own 

commitment to the importance of full employment opportunities for 

our nation's handicapped. I applaud your fine efforts. 

3. Bill Kiser, who we honor today, is an exceptional man. 

4. He is the president of a news service. He writes syndicated 

radio shows and newspaper columns. He has written an inspira-

tional book. 

5. What is special about Bill Kiser is not his disability, but his 

ability and determination. 



cont. 
Page 2 

6. Bill Kiser is a communicator -- not in the easy manner 

with which many of us are accustomed, because his speed 

on the typewriter is only 100 words each hour -- but his 

message rings loud and clear. 

7. Bill Kiser's message to each of us is the reaffirmation of 

the dignity and worth of each human being. His friends who 

are gathered here today know first hand the quality and 

warmth of this man. 

8. Those of us who are priviliged to meet Bill Kiser, or to 

read his writings, share in the respect for his accomplish-

ments and contributions to our society. 

9. I am honored to be able to present this award to Bill Kiser. 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
ACTION 

WASH I NG"T"ON 

April 27, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT • 
JIM CANNO~ 
Proposed~~utive Order 
"Nondiscrimination with Respect 
to the Handicapped in Federally 
Assisted Programs" 

The attached Executive Order provides that qualified 
handicapped individuals shall not be discriminated 
against in any program receiving Federal financial 
assistance. 

In brief, the Order directs the Secretary of HEW to 
coordinate the implementation of section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and requires each 
Department and agency that is empowered to provide 
Federal financial assistance to issue regulations 
consistent with the standards and procedures 
established by the Secretary of HEW. 

The proposed Executive Order has been reviewed and 
approved by OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office 
(Lazarus) and the White House Editorial Office (Smith). 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the Executive Order at Tab A. 

' 



EXECQTIVE OHDER 

NONDISCRIHINNl'ION HI'rii RESPECrr TO THE HAND!Cl\PPED 
IN FEDERALLY ASSIS'l'ED PROGHAi1S 

By v i rtue of the au thority ves ted i n me by the 

Cons t itution and statu t es of the Un i ted Stat es of 

America, inc~ud ing Section 301 of Title 3 of the Uni ted 

States Code, and as President of the United States, 

and in order to provide for consistent implementation 

wi thin the Federal Government of Section 504 of the 

Rehabil i tation Act of 1973 (29 u.s.c. 794), it is 

hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The Secretary of Health, Education, 

and \'lelfare shall coordinate the implementation of 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as 

amended, hereinafter referred to as Section 504, by 

all Federal departments and agencies empowered to 

extend Federal financial assistance to any program 

or activity. The Secretary shall establish standards 

for determining who are handicapped individuals and 

guidelines for determining what. are discriminatory 

practices, within the meaning of Section 504. The 

Seci etary shall assist Federal departments and agencies 

to coordinate their programs and activities and shall 

consult with such departments and agencies, as neces

sary, ~o that consistent policies, practices, and 

procedures are adopted with respect to the enforcement 

of Section 504. 

Sec. 2. In order to implement the provisions 

of Section 504, each Federal department and agency 

empO\'Ie red to provide Federal financial assistance shall 

.. 

' 

' 



issnc rules, regnlations, c::nd clirecl;:.ivcs, consistent 

.with the standards and procedures established by the 

Secre tary of Health, Education, and Welfare. 

Sec. 3. (a) Whenever the appropr ic:: tc d2par tment 

or ag ency determines, upon all the information avail

able to it, that any recipient of, or applicant for, 

Federal financial assistance is in noncompliance with 

the requirements adopted pursuant to this Order, steps 

to secure voluntary compliance shall be carried out 

in accordance with standards and procedures established 

pursuant to this Order. 

(b) If voluntary compliance cannot be secured 

by informal means, compliance with Section 504 may 

be effected by the suspension or termination of, or 

refusal to award or continue, Federal financial assist

ance or by other appropriate means authorized by laH, 

in accordance with standards and procedures established 

pursuant to this Order. 

(c) No such suspension or termination of~ or 

refusal to award or continue, Federal financial assist

ance shall become effective unless there has been an 

express finding, after opportunity for a hearing, of 

a failure by the recipient of, or applicant for, Federal 

financial assistance to comply with the requirements 

adopted pursuant to this Ordei; however, such suspension 

or termination .of, or refusal to award or continue, 

Federal financial assistance shall be limited in it~ 

effect to the particular program or activity or pa:t· 

thereof with respect to which there has been such a 

finding of noncompliance. 

I • 

, 
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. Sec. 4. Each Federa l department and agency sh~l! 

furnish the Secretary o f Health, Education, and Welfo~c 

such reports and information as the Secretary reques ts 

and shall cooperate with the Secretary in the imple-

mentation of Section 504. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of Health , Educat ion, and 

Welfare may adopt rules and regula t ions and issue 

orders which he deems are necessary to carry out his 

responsibilities under this Order. The Secretary shall 

ensure that such rules, regulations, and orders are 

not inconsistent with, or duplicative of, other Federal 

Government policies relating to the handicapped, in-

eluding those policies adopted in accordance with 

Sections 501, 502, and 503 of the Rehabilitation Act 

of 1973, as amended, or the Architectural Barriers 

Act, of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 4151 et ~). 

, 
THE \\'HI'rE HOUSE 

1 1976 

-· ::t • • c; ••ex _.s .. : .. _ . . ... <a *; 4.1 az• •=s: a A4 . a t , •• -·= a b.a;eoc,.., ~ 
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MEMORANDDr-1 FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 26, 1976 

JIM CANNON 

DAVID LIS~ 

Proposed Executive Order -- "Nondis
crimination with respect to the 
Handicapped in Federally Assisted 
Programs" 

The history to this is extensive, but at this point all 
concerned feel some Executive Order is essential. In 
addition to the meeting of the President's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped this week, I understand 
there will be Senate oversight hearings on this general 
subject later this week, and we continue to receive calls 
from interested Hill staff. 

Art Quern, Dick Parsons, Spencer Johnson and Sarah 
Massengale have all reviewed and concur. 

HEW staff have agreed not to insist on stronger language 
in the Order. They suggested a few minor changes which 
OMB accepted. 

I would be happy to discuss this with you. 

Attachment 

' 



MEMORANDUH FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 26, 1976 

JIM CANNON 

DAVID LIS~ 

Proposed Executive Order -- "Nondis
crimination with respect to the 
Handicapped in Federally Assisted 
Programs" 

The history to this is extensive, but at this point all 
concerned feel some Executive Order is essential. In 
addition to the meeting of the President's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped this week, I understand 
there will be Senate oversight hearings on this general 
subject later this week, and we continue to receive calls 
from interested Hill staff. 

Art Quern, Dick Parsons, Spencer Johnson and Sarah 
Massengale have all reviewed and concur. 

HEW staff have agreed not to insist on stronger language 
in the Order. They suggested a few minor changes which 
OMB accepted. 

I would be happy to discuss this with you. 

Attachment 

' 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE APRIL ZB, 1976 

Office of the White House Preas Secretary 
------~------~-----~-~-~---------------------------~~~~---~-. THE WHITE HOUSE 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 

... .. - .. - - - -
NONDISCRIMINATION WITH RESPECT TO THE HANDICAPPED 

IN FEDERALLY ASSISTED PROGRAMS 

i . 

By virtue or the authority vested in me by the 
Constitution and statutes of the United States of America, 
including section 301 or title 3 of the United States 
Code, and as President of the United States, and in order 
to provide for consistent implementation within the 
Federal Government of section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 (29 u.s.c. 794), it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 

~""" ;:.)·~--;· 

Section 1. The Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare shall coordinate the implementation of section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, hereinafter 
referred to as section 504, by all Federal departments 
and agencies empowered to extend Federal financial assis
tance to any program or activity. The Secretary shall 
establish standards for determining who are handicapped 
individuals and guidelines for determining what are dis
criminatory practices, within the meaning of section 504. 
The Secretary shall assist Federal departments and agencies 
to coordinate their programs and activities and shall 
consult with such departments and agencies, as necessary, 
so that consistent policies, practices, and procedures 
are adopted with respect to the enforcement of section 504. 

Sec. 2. In order to implement the provisions of 
section 504, each Federal department and agency empowered 
to provide Federal financial assistance shall issue rules, 
regulations, and directives, consistent with the standards 
and procedures established by the Secretary of Health, 
Education, and Welfare. 

.. ·:.;.. 

Sec. 3. (a) Whenever the appropriate department or 
agency determines, upon all the information available to 
it, that any recipient of, or applicant for, Federal 
financial assistance is in noncompliance with the requirements 
adopted pursuant to this order, steps to secure voluntary 
compliance shall be carried out in accordance with standards 
and procedures established pursuant to this order. 

(b) If voluntary compliance cannot be secured by 
informal means, compliance with section 504 may be effected 
by the suspension or termination of, or refusal to award 
or continue, Federal financial assistance or by other 
appropriate means authorized by law, in accordance with 
standards and procedures established pursuant to this 
order. 

(c) No such suspension or termination of, or refusal 
to award or continue, Federal financial assistance shall 
become effective unless there has been an express finding, 
after opportunity for-a_hearing, of a failure by the 

more 
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recipient of, or applicant for, Federal financial assistance 
to comply with the requirements adopted pursuant to this 
order; however, such suspension or termination of, or 
refusal to award or continue, Federal financial assistance 
shall be limited in its effect to the particular program 
or activity or part thereof wlth respect to which there 
has been such a finding of noncompliance. 

Sec. 4. Each Federal department and agency shall 
furnish the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
such reports and information as the Secretary requests 
and shall cooperate with the Secretary in the implementation 
of section 504. 

Sec. 5. The Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare 
may adopt rules and regulations and issue orders which he 
deems are necessary to carry out his responsibilities under 
this order. The Secretary shall ensure that such rules, 
regulations, and orders are not inconsistent with, or 
duplicative of, other Federal Government policies relating 
to the handicapped, including those policies adopted in 
accordance with sections 501, 502, and 503 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended, or the Architectural 
Barriers Act of 1968 (42 u.s.c. 4151 et ~.). 

THE WHITE HOUSE, 

April 28, 1976. 

GERALD R. FORD 

# # # 
' 



I. 

MEETING WITH 

PURPOSE 

n 
LO ~~ o \', 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHING'ON 

May 4, 1976 

NATIONAL GOOmHLL WORKER OF THE YEAR 
Wednesday, May 5, 1976 

10:00 a.m. {'5 minutes) 
The Oval Office 

From: Jim Canna~· 
~ 

To greet Mrs. Lani Deauville, the National Goodwill 
Worker of the Year. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: Lani Deauville of St. Petersburg, Florida, 
has been named 1976 National Goodwill Worker of the 
Year, the highest honor the nonprofit organization 
bestows upon handicapped individuals. Highlighting 
National Goodwill Week, May 2-8, the winner is honored 
with a trip to Washington, D.C., a V.I.P. tour in
cluding a visit to the White House, and meetings with 
government officials. 

Mrs. Deauville joined Goodwill Industries - Suncoast, 
St. Petersburg, Florida, in August, 1972, as a work 
evaluator and adjustment counselor. As a teenager, 
she suffered a diving accident which left her with 
several broken vertebrae and excruciating pain. She 
elected to have her spinal cord severed so rehabilita
tion could begin. Although her physicial activities 
were limited by a wheelchair, she received a B.A. and 
M.A. in psychology and has completed all course work 
required toward her doctorate degree in psychology. 

A panel of four judges reviewed the nominations; they 
were the 1975 National Goodwill Worker of the Year, 
Dr. Theodore Cooper, a vice president of Merkle Press, 
Inc., and Abigail Van Buren, author of "Dear Abby." 

Attached at Tab A is a copy of the Message on National 
Goodwill Week, 1976, which has been sent. 

B. Participants: List attached at Tab B. 

c. Plan: White House Photo; to be announced. ------

, 
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III. TALKING POINTS 

1. I am very happy to welcome you today. 

2. May I congratu you on being selected the 1976 
National Goodwill Worker of the Year. 

3. I understand that nominations were submitted by the 
numerous local Goodwill organizations. Your 
selection from this large group a tribute to you. 

4. I know that this week is National Goodwill Week. I 
share with Goodwill one of its primary goals -
independence for all handicapped people. I salute 
Goodwill for its efforts to train handicapped 
individuals, create jobs for the disabled, and 
assist people in overcoming the fects of disability. 

5. It is a pleasure for me to meet you. You have not 
let your accident when you were a teenager overcome 
you. You have gone on and gotten your Masters in 
Psychology and done the class work for your Ph.D. 
May I congratulate you on your achievements. 

; 



THE WHITE .HOCSE 

\YASHI~GTO:s" 

National Goodwill Week, 1976 

National Goodwill Week emphasizes once again the 
growing achievements of a singularly American 
institution dedicated to the purpose of expanding 
opportunities for our nation1s handicapped citizens. 

Independence for all handicapped people is one of 
Goodwil1 1s primary goals -- and it is a most ap
propriate theme for this Bicentennial commemora
tion. 

The sustained vitality of our society depends in 
large measure on our ability to develop to the fullest 
all our national resources. The talents and special 
skills of our citizens are foremost among the re
sources that provide the key to our future growth 
and progress. 'With this in mind, I salute Goodwill 
Industries of America for its continuing leadership 
in the effort to train handicapped individuals, create 
jobs for the disabled and assist others in overcoming 
the effects of disability. 

I call upon all Americans to support the building of 
renewed hope for lives of greater self-fulfillment 
which this observance so appropriately symbolizes. 

\ 
' t I 

,. 

' 



PARTICIPA~'JTS 

Mrs. Lani Deauville, Goodwill Worker of the Year 

Dean Phillips, President, Goodwill Indus·tries of America 

James A. Szenas, President, Goodwill Industries- Suncoast, Inc., 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

Matthew Warren, Director, Public Relations, Goodwill Industries 
of America 

Congressman Bill Young, (R.Fla.) 

' 



I. PURPOSE 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 10, 1976 

GREETING MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
MOTHER AND FATHER OF THE YEAR 

Tuesday, May 11, 1976 
12:00 p.m. (5 minutes} 

The Oval Office 

From: Jim Cann~ / or 
This meeting was requested by the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society so that you could greet and be 
photographed with the multiple sclerosis mother and 
father of the year. 

II. BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS, AND PRESS PLAN 

A. Background: 

The National Multiple Sclerosis Society annually 
selects the multiple sclerosis mother and father 
of the year. 

The selection is traditionally made prior to the 
kickoff of the Multiple Sclerosis Hope Chest 
Campaign, which runs from Mother's Day to Father's 
Day. 

This year's mother is Mrs. Sharon Van Meter, 38, 
of Iowa City, Iowa. Mother of two children, aged 
9 and 13, Mrs. Van Meter continues to be active 
in community affairs despite her illness. 

Mr. Ralph M. Rikard, 46, of Montgomery, Alabama, 
is the MS father of the year, a salesman before 
he was stricken with MS. Mr. Rikard is the father 
of three children. 

, 
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The National Multiple Sclerosis Society will 
provide plaques to be presented by you to 
Mrs. Van Meter and Mr. Rikard in recognition 
of their outstanding leadership and courage. 

B. Participants: 

{See attachment) 

C. Press Plan: 

To be announced; photo session. 

III. TALKING POINTS 

1. Mrs. Van Meter and Mr. Rikard, it is a priviledge 
for me to be able to present these plaques to you 
in recognition of your leadership and courage. 

2. Despite your illnesses, you have both remained 
active in your communities and continue to work 
to help others. 

3. I also want to commend the National Multiple 
Sclerosis Society, especially the officials here 
today. Your continued support to find the cause 
and cure of MS is a national service for all 
Americans. 



PARTICIPANTS 

A. Family of the Mother of the Year 

Sharon Van Meter 
Michael Van Meter (Husband) 
Amy Van Meter 
Clarke Van Meter 

B. Family of the Father of the Year 

Ralph M. Rikard 
Ruth Rikard (Wife) 
Randi Leigh Rikard 
Rosanna Rikard 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph M. Rikard, Jr. 

c. Multiple Sclerosis OffiGials 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society: 

Sylvia Lawry 
Executive Director 

George Weiler 
Director, Public Relations 

Fred Wieting 
Assistant Public Relations 

Director 

National Capital Chapter: 

James E. Barrett 
Chairman, Board of Trustees 

Robert Gray 
Member of the Board 

, 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MAY 11, 1976 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRBTARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE 

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS MOTHER AND FATHEF OF THE YEAR 

THE OVAL OFFICE 

12:20 P.M. EDT 

Let me make an observation and comment. 
First, I want to congratulate the Multiple Sclerosis 
Society for its long, very helpful record of trying to 
highlight the problems relating to MS and also to make 
the American people aware of the great courage and strength 
of people such as you, Mrs. Van Meter and Mr. Rikard. 

I do wish to congratulate you and it is an 
honor for me to give you this plaque as Mother of the 
Year. We are delighted to have you here and are very 
glad that you could be here. 

And you, Mr. Rikard, I am very pleased to award 
you this plaque as the Father of the Year for MS. Good luck 
and God bless you. It is nice to have you here. 

l:le are delighted to have somebody from Alabama 
and somebody from Iowa. The very best to both of you. 

I congratulate the members of the Society and what 
you have done and what I know you will do in the months and 
years ahead. 

The best to all of you. t~1e are very grateful on 
behalf of the 215 million Americans for those who have made 
achievement~ in the past as well as will in the future. 

The very best to you. 

END (AT 12:23 P.M. EDT) 

' 



~!EMORhNDU!-1 FOR 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

TH V/HiTS: 

WASHih•C;C;-.·,. Last Day: Nay 21 
May 18, 1976 

THE PRESIDENT 

JIM CANN~ 
H.R. 12018 - Helen Keller National 
Center for Deaf-Blind Youths 
and Adults 

Attached for your consideration is H.R. 12018, sponsored 
by Representative Brademas, which amends the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 to provide that the center for deaf-blind 
youths and adults established by the Act shall be known 
as the Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths 
and Adults. The Center has been constructed on Sands 
Point, Long Island and is scheduled to be dedicated 
this month. 

Additional information is provided in OMB's enrolled bill 
report at Tab A. 

OMB, Max Friedersdorf, Counsel's Office (Lazarus) and I 
recommend approval of the enrolled bill. 

RECOML'lENDATION 

That you sign H.R. 12018 at Tab B. 

, 



EXECUTIVE OFFiCE OF THE PRESIDENT 

OFFICE OF MANP.GEMENT AND BUDGET 

WASHiNGTON, D.C. 20503 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

Subject: Enrolled Bill H.R. 12018 - Helen Keller National 
Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults 

Sponsor - Rep. Brademas (D) Indiana 

Last Day for Action 

May 21, 1976 - Friday 

Purpose 

Names the National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults 
in honor of Helen Keller. 

Agency Reco~~endations 

Office of Management and Budget 

Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare 

Discussion 

Approval 

Approval 

The National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults is 
authorized in the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The Center 
has been constructed on Sands Point, Long Island and is 
scheduled to be dedicated this month. 

The Center offers rehabilitation services to individuals 
who are both blind and deaf, trains professional staff 
to work with such individuals, and conducts research. 

Designation of the Center as the Helen Keller National Center 
for Deaf-Blind Youths and Adults, as provided in H.R. 12018, 
was recommended in Congressional testimony by Dr. Peter J. 
Salmon, Director of the Center. Dr. Salmon indicated that 
Helen Keller "was still living during most of the planning 
for the Center, and in a very real sense, its operation 
represents the fulfillment of her longest and fondest dream." 

, 
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The bill was passed by the House under suspension of the 
rules and in the Senate by voice vote. 

HEW notes that naming the Center for Miss Keller "is an 
appropriate tribute to a woman of remarkable ability and 
fortitude who devoted her life to the interests of the 
handicapped." 

Enclosures 

I?). a-~ 
Frey / 

Ass1stant Director for 
Legislative Reference 

.. 

, 



DEP;\RTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION. /V'D VJ:::LF.t.,RE 

The Honorable James T. Lynn 
Director, Office of Management 

and Budget 
Washington, D. C. 20503 

Dear Mr. Lynn: 

MAY 111976 

This is in response to your request for a report on 
H.R. 12018, an enrolled bill "To amend the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973 to provide that the center for deaf-blind 
youths and adults established by such Act shall be known 
as the Helen Keller National Center for Deaf-Blind Youths 
and Adults. 11 

We believe the naming of the National Center for Deaf-Blind 
Youths and Adults in honor of Helen Keller is an appropriate 
tribute to a woman of remarkable ability and_fortitude who 
devoted her life to the interests of the handicapped. We 
therefore have no objection to the renaming of the Center 
and thus recommend that the President approve the enrolled 
bill. 

Sincerely, 

/ . 
c--Jn 0, 7 "''<-{' 

under Secretary 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE SIGNATURE 
WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JIM CANNON. 

FROM: SARAH MASSENGALE 

Attached for your signature is a memorandum 
for the President recommending_ ~at he sign 
a letter to Kelly Forehand of ~marillo, Texas 
concerning spinal cord injury. 



THE WH IT E H OUSE ACTION 

WA S HI N GTON 

June 3, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESI 

FROM: JIM 

SUBJECT: Forehand 

Attached for your signature is a letter to Kelly Forehand 
of Amarillo, Texas, who asked you a question about spinal 
cord injury during a recent trip to Texas. 

The letter has been approved by OMB and Robert Hartmann. 

I recommend that you sign the attached letter. 

I . 

' 
04~ }-~ 
~~I~-

p~G( aX 
a 
~~~ 

' 
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THE WHITE HOCSE 

W,\SHI?\:GTO::--: 

Dear Kelly: 

Thank you for the mailgram from you and your 
parents. I very much appreciate your good wishes. 

I would like to reemphasize what I said to you at 
West Texas State University. I share your concerns, 
and you may be sure that research in the area of 
spinal cord injury and regeneration of the central 
nervous system is and will continue to be a major 
focus of Government research. 

As you probably know, most of this research is 
conducted or supported by the National Institute 
of Neurological and Communicative Disorders and 
Stroke, one of the National Institutes of Health. 
Because of your concerns, I have asked the Director 
of that Institute to send you some information about 
the research which is being done which I hope you 
will find of interest. 

My best wishes to you and your family. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Kelly Forehand 
1902 3 Avenue 
Canyon, Texas 79015 



THE WHITE HOUSE ACTION 

WAS:-iiNGT8N 

June 3, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE 

FROM: JIM 

SUBJECT: 

Attached for your signature is a letter to Kelly Forehand 
of Amarillo, Texas, who asked you a question about spinal 
cord injury during a recent trip to Texas. 

The has been approved by OMB and Robert Hartmann. 

I recommend that you sign the attached letter. 



THE \HIITE HOl SE 

Dear Kelly: 

Thank you for the mailgram from you and your 
parents. I very much appreciate your good wishes. 

I would like to reemphasize what I said to you at 
West Texas State University. I share your concerns, 
and you may be sure that research in the area of 
spinal cord injury and regeneration of the central 
nervous system is and will continue to be a major 
focus of Government research. 

As you probably know, most of this research is 
conducted or supported by the National Institute 
of Neurological and Communicative Disorders and 
Stroke, one of the National Institutes of Health. 
Because of your concerns, I have asked the Director 
of that Institute to send you some information about 
the research which is being done which I hope you 
will find of interest. 

My best wishes to you and your family. 

Sincerely, 

Mr. Kelly Forehand 
1902 3 Avenue 
Canyon, Texas 79015 

, 



, 
May 4, 1976 

Dear Mr. and .Hrs . Forehand 
and Kelly: 

President Ford has asked me to thank 
you for your thouqbtful message. He 
is grateful to know he can count on 
your support. 

We have overcome many of the critical 
problems which faced our Nation this 
past year, but much remains to be done .. 
The President is looking forward to the 
time ahead and the opportunity it will 
provide to encourage all our citizens 
to join with him in working for America. 

You have the President's warm good 
wishes and appreciation. 

Sincerely, 

Roland L. Elliott 
Director of Correspondence 

Mr. and f.lrs. Roy Forehand 
and K~lly~C/' . .....,' ~..,_....._, 

1902 Third Avenue 
Canyon, Texas 

/ 

( J ........ 
emu 

----- -- ..... .. -- -------- ---------- 'J :..· .a. .L.u.:, n .n.1. J. ~ nvu ~~ \..l~l.'ll.K.&L 
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" rc~ IP~B~GZ csP· ·-· - western union liWtJQ;I~i Ql a! 
806b55226Q MGM TDBN CANYON TX 100 04•13 0237P EST 

~ PRESIDE~T GERALD FORO 
flj~ITE HOUSE:. 
~AS H l NG TON DC 20510 

T MR PRESIDENTt 

( 

EACH Of US wANT TO TH~NK YOU FOR VISITING CANYO N TEXAS, ALSO, FOR YOUR 
RESPONS~ TO OUR PLEA FOR RESEARCH FU NDS FOR REGENERATION OF THE SPINAL 
CORD, YOU~ ~ A RHT H ANO FRIENDLINESS TO US ~ILL BE REMEMBERED, GOOD LUCK 
IN MAY. 

I<.ELLY FOREHAND 
MR AN D ~R S ROV FOREHAND 

( 1Q02 3 AVE 
CANYON TX 

( 14:37 EST 

MGMi'ISHU HSC 
( 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE 6/8/76 

TO: JIM CANNON 

FROM: SARAH MASSENGALE 

Attached for your signature is 
a memo to Hartmann and McGurk for 
their comments and recommendations 
on a draft Presidential letter 
to heads of Departments and 
Agencies on the President's 
Committee on Mental Retardation 
report. 

' 

' 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

Attached is a draft 
transmitting copies 
Committee on Mental 
and agencies: 

Agriculture 
Commerce 
HUD 
Interior 
Justice 
Labor 
Transportation 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH I !'JGTON 

June 8, 1976 

ROBERT T. HARTMANN 
DAN McGURK 

JIMCANN~~ 
letter f, t President'~ signature 
of the r of the Pres1dent's 
Retardation to the following departments 

ACTION 
Civil Service Commission 
EEOC 
Postal Service 
SBA 
VA 

Could you please send your comments and recommendations to 
Sarah Massengale, Room 220, Ext. 6776 by Monday, June 14 by 
close of business. 

Thank you. 

' 



DRl\FT 

THE: 'f/HiTE HOUSE 

Y'/ J\ 3 H I N G ·r 0 N 

Dear 

The President's Com .. 'lli ttee on Mental Hetardation has 

submitted to me the enclosed report, "Mental Retardation: 

Century of Decision." 

'['he report makes recornmenda tions on a subject of great 

national concern, since 6 1/2 million Americans now mentally 
I 

retarded must be helped, and, unless measures are taken to 

prevent the causes of this condition, hundreds of thousands 

more will be born or become retarded in future years. The 

total cost to American society runs annually into billions 

of dollars and incalculable human anguish. 

The report offers hopeful perspectives for both prevention 

and amelioration of mental retardation, if we act on the 

basis of what we now know, and continue our search for new 

knmvledge. 

Many Federal departments and agencies can, within the 

scope of existing authority, contribute toward achieving 

the goals of this report. I would appreciate it if you would 

review the report to determine \vhat steps your organization , 

can take, ~nd inform Secretary of Health, Education, and 

tvelfare ~'lathews, who is Chairman of the Committee, of your 

findings. 
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~Vith your cooperation, the Cormnittce' s findings and 

recon@endatio~s will improve the level of care and services 

to our retarded citizens. 

Sincerely, 

GRF 

I 

' 



June 10, 1976 

HEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: JIM 

SUBJECT: Letter 

Attached for your signature is a letter to Roger Frank of 
Portland, Oregon, who visited with you two weeks ago and 
discussed spinal cord injury. 

The letter has been approved by OMB and Robert Hartmann. 

I recommend that you sign the attached letter. 

, 



THE \rlfiTE IIOL.SE 

WASHI:--iGTOC\ 

Dear Roger: 

It was a pleasure to welcome you and your father to the 
White House last week. I was interested to hear your 
story. Your experience highlights the need for this 
country to maintain its commitment to basic research 
on disorders of the nervous system so that the millions 
of disabled with such problems as spinal cord injury, 
epilepsy, stroke, cerebral palsy, and multiple sclerosis 
can be helped. 

A few years ago, doctors and scientists thought it was 
pointless to invest resources in efforts considered 
hopeless to help paraplegics. But today, many of the 
same doctors and scientists have changed their minds. 
They now feel spinal cord injury should no longer be 
considered hopeless. 

Unfortunately, our knowledge and our ability to help 
this generation of paraplegics remain limited. Neither 
you nor I wish to raise false hopes. But there are 
genuinely hopeful signs in today's research. I want 
to assure you that my Administration is committed to 
supporting basic and applied research that will enable 
paraplegics -- and all disabled Americans -- to live 
free, fuller lives. 

Sincerely, 

M·r. Roger Frank 
3325 SW Ridgewood Road 
Portland, Oregon 97225 

, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

DATE (o . I >? . 

TO: JLW\ Co-nnoY). 
FROM: SARAH MASSENGALE 

' 

' 
' . 
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Hello ,t:-tr. Martin. I am happy to \'lelcome you here today. 

Before answering your questions, I \'lould like to say just a 

few words about our commitment to the physically impaired. 

I believe our handicapped citizens have a right to live 
l) 

fellow citizens , to realize their full capacity as human ) with self-reliance , with the s ame dignity as all o f their 

beings and to achieve personal and professional fulfillment. 

We recognize that the disableq, for reasons in ~cases 

beyqnd their own control , have to be given some special attention. ,, 
We are taking actions t o c a- 'y eeL a· rska~e to do just that . 

Income and health security are very important to the 

disabled. I therefore , proposed in my budget for FY 77 

that the full cost of living increase in social s ecurity 

benefits be paid in the coming year . And I have submitted 

legislation to the Congress to provid~ catastrophic-health 
T~ 'thi> \ e2 is \ ~Tt<3vt ,, ~ sst>~ tt..·~ ~~\ ~.J ~ r.s &;.t.s 

ins ~.J;rance for~ ev~rybody CQVere by Medicare. Hol3od}~;:ill 1'1ew~ 
'f U-;t\!-f" li-a.-r "'~~ I C.#~ Wtll VH?V-t>'.l' VI~~ 
~to pay more than 500 a year for covered hos pital or nurs ing 
f\ 

horne care nor more than $250 for one year 's doctor 's bills . 

Las t October I s igned the " 1975 Revision and Extension o f the 

Developmental Disabilities Services and Facilities Construction 

Act . • Thi~•-d d'S to con Linne L<>- provide~r:l'ts t~s<: 
States Hr-S.Qveloping and jmplemeptjpq plf""'Wii. to(~Jthe needs , ~rneel: 

~ 8eYv~ ~88 of persons with developmental disabilities, such 

as the mentally retarded. 

' . 

, 

' 
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In December I approved the "Education for all Handicapped 

Children Act of 1975". %ere wsrt ~r&'tlr~/tc.C thi~ bill: th&·~ f 
~ ,~ ~qnn~ _ objnn:L±tm<It71e7 l:f~ b ~£" ST_!:.TI~E tgsaq=~.c....~_r ~o~~ ~~ 

-~- support ~ful~educational opportunities for our handicapped 

In April of this 

~Y~ nr ( h-q'fY'~l\G 
year I +s~?ed an Executi~~ ftOR 

~~,1 i!~ iJ "/\ 
r~~pect L~th~ handicapped in federally 

children. 

discrimination 11ith 

. . ........ 
ass1sted programs. M.y ~H~pese was to pio~de for cons1stent 

,~ -·-- . .........._ __ _ 
~ion within the Federal-----::g:"'!o~v~e~r~n-,rn=-e· r1t:-C)"f-S~c'f:tmt 

~or the Renabi'!itation-Act of~- ~:tre--aep.a;tme:nt of -r- 1 
. . . t/' tft.!JC':J,.5:- .1 .1 ... ~A ....L'V I~ :.P-S 

Heal th, "1M1:ieat:ieH in:H~ W9lfaze has since then publishe&!l~ · 
.... - ·~· .• ~ 

~ ./:,;:-._ ... , _........ V.l'"- .... ,. .. _ _.._ ~ 

.FsQ_g•al R~ ster~public conunent 

And I have called a White House Conference on Handicapped 

·• Individuals to be held in the Spring of 1977. The purpose- of 

this Conferenc.e is to stimulate a national assessment of 

problems facing individuals with handicaps and to develop 

recommendations to solve such problems. As I have said before , 

I am pleased that this conference involves government at all 

levels and private organizations and citizens. States and 

local officials, and private citizens as well, must turn their 

attention to the needs of the handicapped. The private 

sector can perform a creative role by contributing its talent.s 

and resources. 

The White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals is 

a very important occasion which should contribute significantly 

to the health, education and \~elfare pf handicapped individuals 

every\vhere . 

. . 
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BRAILLE ELEVATOR NUMBERS 

Q. The blind often have difficulty using elevators 
because they cannot read the buttons to select 
the right floor. Would you support a plan to 
have brail numbers in all government building 
elevators, and some system of identifying the 
floors as the elevator stops (perhaps a tape 
recorded voice calling out each floor}? 

I 
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W ~V-( ~ )V''t'"i\~ J. D~ Vt 1 
$ ~ II\ $()VI\·~ j'a\Y . ~ ~ J 

f -t ~_,~ f 0 Vt vY\ ~ _3V'\ I ( 
.-"Bach effor:t.s-are alre'dy bein~ made-: 

~s responsible for taking care of Federal buildings, to look 

into the cost of these suggestions and others which might -help the blind for all buildings. At HEW, for example, the 

elevator doors on each floor are labeled with a tangible 

number which the blind can touch to identify the floor number. 

Also, I know that Bill Usury, the Secretary of Labor, has 

ordered that all elevators at tha Department of Labor be 

equipped with numbers in braille. 
\ 

I 
. • It{) 

<,..... 

u 

' 
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FREE BUS FARES 

Q. The blind are now offered free fares on bus 
systems funded by Congress. Would you support 
extending such a plan to people physically 
impaired in other ways? 

I 



Q. " The blind are now offered fare free use of bus systems 

funded by Congress, do you t supper extending such a 

I f":~;; free ~ograrn to rno~e of the handicapped?" t 

~ 'f\\ ~ r ~ J 't v ""i\ _L ?."!'_i:_d .u~ s n•~ .rt d 1111 f\e.. "~i 
A. , ~h: ;l:l::c;~;~~ 1;0~ cen:reeo;~:: tile iaeb;:nd·---'---

~ ...,.~ ~:> ,Y<v d-€s.c,~i~-c. 1 ... . • :Jt n er 
current ~~Q8Pai 1Law, bus syste~~eceiving Federal 

{_ rrr ~~T 7 . ve.. 
0 P ~~ing-&assJ-stc;n~~JaiZ'~eqciiz.e~i!:~ clrar~e the elderly 

--:--~---_.;. ~~-~~s=--- "~ rr - ..f"" vo-~ ..- , v" -e -e .5 
and hand~capped ur~ng non-peak hoursA rrei; meEe than 

'uit tha 1<: ' f . · pea nouzare .... !l'R&Ji'Q are no othaiili' PeaeJi'a.l 

regujr,.ments regarding reduced :t:a.L.95. • 

Federal policy that 

to 8euele1' t!fl:eir euB ? 

free 

program~ wj thont_ .... .,...,...,,.,,;_ ... · -1= ~ •aa~--g 1 Qp;a;gm P88e~al 1~7 • 

If this has been inplerrented in certain areas, it is .a result of a 
city or cotmty decision, not a Congressional mandate. It is p:>Ssible 
t.rat sorre areas receiving section 5 npney have decided to eliminate 
fares for the blind, heMeVer, it is certainly not a nationwide pro-

vision. 

.. 

I 

' 
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MARKED MONEY 

Q. All u.s. coins are marked by size or grooves on 
the edges so that they can be readily identified 
by the blind. The Dutch use a somewhat similar 
system of raised dots on their paper currency. 
Have you thought of identifying U.S. paper money 
with raised dots to denote the various denominations, 
so that blind people carr tell what type of paper 
money they are handling? 

I 

' 



Many suggestions have been received regarding the addition 

of Braille-type features to U.S. currency to make it easy for 

the blind to identify the denomination of notes. The Treasury 

has been studying such matters. The printing of our currency 

in Braille or some other system of embossing or special marking, 

such as notching and perforation, for the convenience of 

identification have been considered. 

No practical method has been found, however, to differentiate 

' the various denominations so they could be recognized by touch 

by the blind and at the same time prevent the possibility of 

tampering with that identification system. 

Experiments were initiated in 1971 to incorporate such a 

feature on our currency notes. Soon after this program was 

begun, however, the Treasury was advised that the National 

Federation of the Blind opposed Braille identification of 

currency. 

/}/e ( tJ ca V\ \ \.vt v~ 

fV~i \;:7} fV'~, 

' . 

I 

, 
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EDUCATIONAL RIGHTS 

Q. Rep. Bell and Rep. Brademus have introduced 
legislation to guarantee handicapped children 
the right to an education. Do you support that 
bill? 

j . ;_I 

I 



Q. 

·•~vv 

E\lucat.i.on Rights 

This is, in m<ln!t ways, a gro\4"1d-br~aking piece of 
legislation. It provides that by Sept~r 1~ 1S7S, 
each State must assure the co~~;ssioner of Education 
that , as a rr~tter of public policy, the State is com
mitted to ~~e education ef all hand}capped school-aged 
children. 

As you are probably cware, California is looked to as 
a I~ader in the field of education for handicapped 
children. rt ~s my understanding that a master plan 
to assure co~prehensive educational services to all 
children has been adopted by both ~~a California State 
Legislature and the California State Departwent of 
Education. 

It is ~· hope that we will be able to say that each of 
the more than 6 million handicapped achool aged children 
~ill be receiving the kind of education U·-'3t will l:l.a.Xi.mlze 
his or her abi1ities and potential. 

.. 

I 

- ·-

I 

! 

t 
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TAX DEDUCTION 

Q. Would you support legislation extending the 
same tax deduction offered the blind to other 
physically impaired and deaf persons? 

I 

, 



QUESTION: Would you support legislation extending the same 
tax deduction offered to the blind to the physically 
impaired and deaf persons? 

ANSWER : I believe ~at-'E;;=ext~; ~~tpt~~~ as a method 
. o.f...p.r~j,ug . spSGi~ene'ff1:Sto particu r a r !Y 

~ ~...b &i"SaauzatagQo ~axp~e:tS'"' haS" nrctn~ sflatt~li!!ii9~ -

/"'t.. ' ~1 ~does nothing foe=V~Utho§!'\ who ~reae:r owe no 
'\l {~f~ ta and it provide~~~~efit.waisA i• ~e~~ to 
~&-t~>Jt. c.'l\. .· the wealthier taxpayer. ~swsb Si'iiii!B spec~al 
\ g«..fo~ program of assistance is a much more desirable 
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VEHICULAR ACCESSIBILITY 

Q. General Motors recently would not co-operate 
with the Southern California Rapid Transit 
District in bidding on buses that people in 
wheelchairs could enter easily. Do you believe 
that the Urban Mass Transit Authority should 
require such accessibility for handicapped 
people? 

I 

, 



Q. "General Motors recently refused to cooperate with the 

Southern California Rapid Transit District in its efforts 

to purchase buses that are accessible to the physically 

handicapped; do you support mandating such accessibility?" 

A. I believe that the physically handicapped should have 

public transportation which ' they can~fectivel~ ~~
The Federal Government has issued regulations that require 

' all newly designed transit buses to offer, as an option 

which the transit operator can order, a wheelchair ramp 

or lift. Those buses should reach the market within the 

next 12 to 18 months. ~ do ~~ e, huwevet, sappot t the ), 

~ea of a Fegeral ID?DQ~8 EftaL every new bus be equ1p~ed 

_w~n~$ij-tsr We-l>eHeve that ~cal connnunities 

~ ave t e choice of whether to serve the physically 

handicapped by special services--like ·lift-equipped vans 

in a Dial- A-Ride program--or by using the regular transit 

buses. That choice will often depend on local conditions , 

and we should not mandate a single answer. 

{NOTE: ~CRTD centlY .fl~ught bids on low floor buses. General 
)a1 , ~ ~ ?U4 A..,U) r 

Motors) · respond to the SCRTD request for bids. ~General 

~nd Rohr didnL~~~~ There is no information that supports 

that claim that General Motors refused to cooperate with SCRTD 

/ except that they didn't respond to the request for bids.} 
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