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Cornmitice for the Re-e!cction o-f the Presidont 

MEMORANDUM June.JO, 1972 

·. • 

HEHOR.Al·;Du"!·l FOR: !-fR. RICliA.t'UJ F. ~1c/.!lO~t0 
·TED J. GAP~ISH ~~'Jc:l . FR0!-1: 

~~· 
SUBJECT: 

. ~;;,;;;--~ 

~gistration Drive for ~~i!.i:ary i.'oters 

This is in response to your memorandum of June 26, 1972 regarding 
the adv:i.sability of conducting a mass registration drive· of 
military voters ac;ed 19-24 years. 

We would recoc:nend against this activity for the follc>vir.g rec.sons: 

l. All of the recent public polls show Nixon substanti~!.ly 
behind HcGovern \-J!th this age group. . ·!'!\.. 

2. The de;ror;raphic statistics t·rhich yo.u prcvidad for us 
demonstrate that there is a grC'ater pc.rceutage of 
persons it\ lo'tier socio-econox:dc categcries than in 
the general popul~tion. · These constituency t-1ill un­
doubtedly be hi~hly Dcr:locratic. 

3. Even assum:i.ng that the enlistees had a greater numb.;r 
of Nixon voters in total throughout the cot:ntry, this 
't-1ould still not help us in states '"here tve ar~ runn!.::lg 
poor.ly. l·?e l·1ould expect the military voters tc ref:.cct 
the sa1:e voting pntterns as vot ... :.rs :i.tl the l::o::-.z stat:e. 
Therefore, a bad situation ~muld only be ag~ra':ated 
and t-1e to.·ould be helped only in states \~here '\·:'~ are 
already c:head. 

Of course, if there \~ould be some \·7ay to identi!'y voters leaning to 
the Pre:sident, I t!·dnk the registration driYc s:·~ould !.:,.~~= pl~:c. 

From what you have told me I doubt whether this identificatic~ can 
be ac-:.:.o:-:.?lished. Uith regard to officers a:td senior c.s.raer :::.n \Je 
agree that it \-70uld be useful to conduct registration &c~ivit!..es 
with them. 

I have discussed this matter "t.rith Bob Teeter and he is in full 
accord with the conclusions and reasons I have outlined. 
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