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Committee for the 'Re-election of the President 

MEf'-:ORANDUM 

E!B!IPI!E.H!AL 

:t-!ENOR&'IDt1-l FOR: 

FRO~: 

SUBJECT: 

June 22, 1972 

MR. BART PORTER . · 

iED .J. GARR~.Q' 
The President's Handling of 
Economic Problens 

I have attached lists sho'\>Ting those areas where the President is 
perceived very poorly on his ability to handle inflation, un­
employment, and taxes. 

.· 
The same criteria were used in selecting these areas as eXplained 
in our earlier memos. · . .....,.. 

Our studies have•sho~~ that inflation is the most important 
eco:1omic issue. llot• the President is seen handling inflation 
has a large influence in determining how an individual will vote. 
Uneoplo}~ent is also critical in that, regardless of the record~ 
the President is seen as significantly less able to har.dle un­
employment problews than his Democratic opponents. Taxes are a 
perennial issue of more importance to middle and upper income 
voters and Republicans. 

. . 
California, Oregon, and Washington and southeastern Wisconsin 
(Racine, Kenosha, Rock, Walworth Counties) deserve special atten­
tion. In these areas the President receives poor ratings on his 
ability to handle unemplo)~ent. It would seem appropriate for a 
special effort to be made in each of these areas • 

. ·Taxes and inflation were particularly important in rural Missouri 
with older voters, and we believe the current situation in l-lissouri 
suggests that some action is needed. 

If we can be of·further assistance, please call. 

•CO~FIDF.~fi'I Al .. Determined to be an 

A~!nistrative Marking 

By Ot!6- -NARA, Date -4- I 
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SPECIAL AREA PRIO~ITIES 
TO U:PROVE PERCEPTION 

OF THE PRESIDENT IN 
HANDLING INFLATION 

1.· New York City and suburbs 

2. Pittsburgh Metro 

3. · Portland lletro 

4. Milwaukee ltetro 
. 
5. Los Angeles and Orange County 

6. San Francisco,. San ~fateo, Santa Clara, 
and Santa Cruz Counties 

1. Missouri - all parts of state including 
rural areas 

8. Cleveland Metro 

9. Chicago Hetro 

10. Kenosha, Racine, Rock, and ~alworth 
Counties, Wisconsin 

• 

11. Texas (primarily Dallas, Houston, and Austin) 
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SPEC!;~ ~2£A PRIORITIES J 
l 

TO IHPROVE PERCEPTION i 
OF !"tiE PRESIDE~"! IN ; 

H.A.'\DU~;::; t::::·~.?L.Oi"!·:::!~T 
J 
i 

1. Philadelphia Hetro J 

t 
2. New York City and suburbs l .. 
3. Portland !·!etro I .. 

~ 

4. Seattle Hetro 

5. St. Louis }tetro 
• 

---~ 6. California!/ 

7. Pittsburgh ~!etro I . . 
8. Milwaukee Metro 

9. Baltimore Metro I 10. Chicago ltetro 

11. Houston l!e tro 

, 

1/ Emphasis should be in the population _,.. 
centers, particularly in southern· 
California. 

J 



I -

• 

· SPECIAL AREA PRIORITIES 
TO IMPROVE PERCEPTION 

OF THE PRESIDE:IT IN 
HANDLING TAXES 

1. New York City and suburbs 

2. Hudson Valley, New York 

3. Portland suburbs and Northern Oregon 
coastal counties 

4. Chicago suburbs 

s. Rural lUssouri 
I 

6. Pittsburgh Metro . t 

7., Kansas City 1fetro 

..) 8. Newark Metro 

9. Los Angeles,and Orange County 

10. Milwaukee Hetro 

11. Upstate New York 

12. Philadelphia Suburbs 

13. Toledo Metro 

14. Nashville Hetro 
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