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FOR THE REPUBLICAN NATIONAL HISPANIC ASSEMBLY 
JULY 8J 1974 

WELCOME TO WASHINGTON. 

FOR THE NEXT TWO DAYS YOU WILL BE PART OF AN IMPORTANT 

EVENT IN THE REPUBLICAN EFFORT TO INVOLVE AN EVER-GROWING NUMBER OF 

CITIZENS FROM SPANISH SPEAKING BACKGROUNDS IN THE POLITICAL LIFE OF 

THE PARTY} AND IN THE ACTIVE , POLITICAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRY. 

Digitized from Box 135 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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MOST IMPORTANT, THIS CONFERENCE WAS THE IDEA OF SPANISH

SURNAMED AMERICANSj MEN WITH INITIATIVEj MEN IN THE TRADITION THAT 

MAKES, AND KEEPS THIS COUNTRY STRONG. 

AS MEN AND WOMEN OF INITIATIVE, AS PROUD SELF-RELIANT 

PEOPLE, AS PEOPLE WHO CARE ABOUT THEIR FAMILIES AND THE SORT OF 

TOMORROW WE MAKE FOR OUR CHILDREN, YOU KNOW THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 

EMBODIES YOUR PRINCIPLES AND YOUR ASPIRATIONS FOR AMERICA. 
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I WAS DISAPPOINTED THAT PREVIOUS COMMITMENTS MADE IT 

IMPOSSIBLE FOR ME TO ACCEPT YOUR INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE IN THE 

CONFERENCE1 BUT I WANT YOU TO KNOW THAT YOU HAVE MY ENTHUSIASTIC1 

BEST WISHES. AND I LOOK FORWARD TO ANOTHER INVITATION FROM ONE OF 

THE ASSEMBLY'S FUTURE CONFERENCES OF WHICH I EXPECT THERE WILL BE 

MANY. 

THANK YOU. 
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A:i:·i:;ory Committee! to the 
Spr:;r:ishpspc.."'ak ir.g Corrununity 
R:::i . ~.1arwe: Lujan, Jr., Chairman 

.?}.fem,;ers: 

:'.U.nu~ l Alr.iaguer 

B.::n Fernandez 
Rudy Ga!iana 
O l.ivi:i G~rza 

Gilda Bojorquez Gju;ich 

Ait:;ro H::via 
Arm;u;do La Ca~a 

Je-;se H. ~blacaia 

Rica Di ~fartino 

?>!.F. ~!ontez 
Ed Orosco 
G~o;;:e Rios 
D;. Pacual Sanchez 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

June 26, 1974 

Gwen Anderson 

Lynn Bouchey -1''!/J 
~ 0 

Attached per our conversation of yesterday 
are suggested remarks for the Vice President, if 
he can prepare a 2-3 minute f ilmed message for the 
Organizational Conference of th~ · newly created 
Republican National Hispanic Assembly. 

Pete Roussel of Chairman Bush 's staff says 
the filming could be don e here at the RN2 board 
room and would take very little time. 

I really need this film and anything you can 
do will be deeply appreciated. 

n . . . ;,.... ..... ,,. n c:· : ,.....,.... _,!--. . .......... r"l~--- L• ~ -- - " - - " - ·-- -~- - · 
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WASHINGTON 

June 13, 1974 

MElv10RANDl.Jivi TO SCHEDULING 

FROM: Gwen Anderson 
(.-'·:--., 
• ,c.;_,.~ 

\j ,,/ 

SUBJECT: Republican National Hispanic Assembly Meeting 
July 12-13 in Washington, D. C. 

It was brought to my attention that a letter had been sent out from 
Benjamin Fernandes, Chairrn.an of this meeting (see attachments ). 
In his letter to all State Chairmen, he states, 11\ve are expecting 
both Vice President Ford and President Nixon to address us" urging 
full participation from each state due to the 1 star' attractions. 

No letter of invitation can be located in our office. This group is an 
a·uxiliary unit of the RNC Spanish Speaking Advisory Comwittee. 
Overall Chairman of the RNC Spanish Speaking Advisory Corn:mittee 
is Congressman Manual Lujan, Jr., of New Mexico. 

I called Congressrn.an Lujan on 6/10 and told him \Ve definitely had 
the Vice President scheduled els e\vhere for the same time that this 
meeting vvas being held. He was av,rare 0£ that fact and was also 
av,,-are of the attached letter signed by Fernandes. I asked Lujan if 
he could be of assistance in taking care of this rn.atter right away as 
we did not want this group to be disappointed because of misinformation. 
He agr e~d and said he would take immediate action. 

I just received another telephone call from the man in charge of the 
mechanics of the meeting whose name is Bouchey, who said Fernandes 
had just c a lled him to build the meeting around Vice President Ford. 
I explained the action that I had taken. He then suggested alternative 
dates, such as moving the meeting to the week of July 21. I informed 
him that week was fully committed. This is the first organizational 
meeting. If the Vice President wishes to address the group, they will 
be meeting again in the not-too-distant future . 

Attachrn.ents ( 3) 

cc: Mr. Hartmann 
Mr. Seidman 

Mr. Burress 
Mr. Rustand 

I . 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

\.'/ASH1Ns:;-:\6N, D.C. 
/ '/ /-1. -! J, 

J7 (.;.'; 

(£/ 

Cc•:!tacted Congressman via phone on Ju..::1e 10. 
I told Cong • .:Lujan we definitely had the 
'-,-ice Pr.csidel!t scheduled elsewhere and had 
for sorn.e t i1ne. .Ee ·was aware of that and also 
of t}1e attached letter signed by· Fern2\,ndez. 
C:::i:i.15:ressman Lujan said he v:ould take care 

of the matter right away. , I e:x:plained we did 
not ;;;;ai1t anyone disappointed because of 
r--~isir!.formation. l-Ie agreed. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

WASH10)N· D.C. 

rtJ 
Contacted Congressman via phone on June IO. 
I told Cong. Lujan we defi...-rritely had the 
Vice President scheduled elsewhere and had 
for some time. He was aware of that and also 
of the attached letter signed by Fernandez. 
Congressman Lujan said he would take care 
of the matter right away. ~ I explained we did 
not want anyone disappointed because of 
:Glisinformation. He agreed. 

t ' 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGT O N 

MEMO FOR: GWEN ANDERSON 

FROM: FRED SLIGHT 

I was not aware that the 
Vice President was definitely 
committed to this affair. 

Can you clarify? Mapyt thanks • 

• 

--. 
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REPUBLICAN NATIONAL HISPANIC ASSEMBLY 
Washington, D. C. 

HAIR/v\AN 

Benjamin Fernandez 

XECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Manuel Almaguer, Esq. 
Fred Berens 
Frank Cos i I las 
lv\artin Castillo, Esq. 
Joseph Colo;-, 
Tirso Del Junco, M.D. 
Benjamin Fernandez 
Fronk Fouce 
Afex Gonzalez 
Manuel Gonzalez 
Oscar Guttierez, Sr., 0 .D. 
Edward Lucero, C.P.A. 
Jesse Malacara 
Carmen Maymi 
M. F. /\t'lontez 
Fernando Oaxaca 
Delfin Pupo 
Henry Ramirez 

(f:CUTIVE DIRECTOR 

J. Rauf Espinosa 

ENERAL COUNSEL 

Martin G. Castillo, Esq. 

.~A SURER 

Frank CosiJ las 

. Moy 22, 1974 

-... To Al I State Chairmen: 

On July 12 - 13, the RNHA will hold its first 
organizational meeting in Washington, D. C. 

It is essential that you immediately organize your 
state so that it will have representation at the most 
important Hispano meeting in the history of our 
country. 

Please submit the names and addresses to our 
Washington office of the Representatives whom you 
wish to recommend. The Nationa( Executive 
Committee must approve afl Representatives. AH 
names must be submitted by June 7 so that formal invi
tations can be sent to them. Please inform all 
Representatives of the $50 registration fee, which will 
include two luncheons. We are expecting both 
Vice President Ford and President Nixon ·to ad_dress us; 
so please arrange for participation from a full group 
from your state. · 

Kindest personal regards, 

\\ / 

B}'i>( . F d ~n1amin ernon ez 
Chairman 

t 

BF/cjp 
cc: . Nationa I Executive Committee 

::ht D. FisenhowP.r RP. rn1hlicon Center'. 310 First Street.S.E .• 'Nashina ton.D.C. 20003 (202) 484-6500 

I 

. I 
i 

I 
I 

. f 

I 
I 



.~.~6R . : · ··~·~,::: . . ::.~---<d01}?.:_,~- ·. · :.-"<~: .. 
-- ,• ~ 

GO?-S?~NISM SPEA1CING:--.- . . . . 
HOUS!OM· CAP}' ·- :·TH! fl!AN·· l:IHO DIRECTED FUND RAISINS FOR PRES!DEN! . 

. ·. NUON AMONS .. S?AitISJt-S?EAAINS GROUPS PROFITED FROM A GOVERNMENT . I 
· ECOi'lO:=!IC D::V~I PROGRAM Wtt!CH HE D!REC!ED, THE HOUSTON· POS! · · 

. ·. SA~J-0~~5?APER ~ .. ~~iri ·· Ill A C~P~IGH!ED ~ORY !HAT ~ENJAM!N ~~ -
~HO HEADD> THE · NATION.At· HISPANIC-FINANCE CO?i!MI71EE DUR INS THE 972 · _
~~5ID£H!.IAI.. CAM?3IGN~. HAD. USED HIS POSITION TO OBTAIN MONEY FOR .A . 
FIRM H:: · OWNED~- ·: .. '-~::~"' · · . . . 

FERNANDEZ: mfSMJIZED THE NATIONAL ECONOI'!IC- DEVZLOPM~NT ASSOCIATION · · ·. -
IN' 1970 AND BttAJ!£·: ns CttAIRI!AN AND PR!51DEril c 

THE .ORG H1ZAI101f~:. WMICtt. RECEIVED A $50j ,359 GRANT FROM· THE SMALL 
. BUSINESS . AD!."!It~iSTRAt!Ort, , tlAS A -ml~?ROFII ~A?t~G£MENT COMSlltTANT 
'CCR?ORATIOM.· IH~l.-- CUUlri5El.£D - MIM>RIIl' APPLICArHS FOR CHARTERS -FOR 
EA~XS AND B.U!LDI.ttEhA~ LOAft- ASSOCIAilOrtS. _ 

. · · TH£ POST SAID : FER!2~"'!Dtt lESTIFIED LAST NOVEMBER IN A CLOSED 
I 
I 

I 
I 

"< .. SESSION:: 01·; Tm: SElATE WAIERGAIE C1JMMITITE !HAT WHILE SERVING AS HEAD 
._-. "'01. NEDA"".-, HIS CO~PAMY., . R~C£ARCH, INC.~ Fl!CEIVED 19 FEES OF .$10,~Z0 . ·1 . :··. EACH FRO~'-. !ANK APPt..ICMt1S WHO HAD RECEIVED ASSISlANCE FROM NEDA • 
. ··· . · · FERNANDEZ. n:SI.IFn:D l MA'! .. \hi ILE HEAD 01 . NED A H! DID NO! HOLD A · ~ I 

. -· . .. POSIT!Of1 ... nt RESEARCH, : ItiC.9 ~'iiHICH OPERATrD · A! . A toss, ·· THE NEliS?AP!R . . -·_: ! 
· SAID~-- H£· · 5AID· HE· SOLD TH£ FIR!!. AF!ER B!INS WITH NEDA SIX MONTHS~ . __ ' 

·, ·- rm: pesr· SAID·.- Aft .. EXHIBIT- IN-' THE COMMITTE'E .FILES CONTAINS A. MEMO . -. ·· :--
' :,· · · rnoll! .NEDA-!X£CUTIV~'-VI<%.PRESIDErH Al.FRED Ro VILLALOBOS ·WttICH SA!D: _. · ·_ -. 1 

· · .=·.·. 4'•!HE.:AU.£GAlI~~ tHAl 3R·a: Ff.Ht1MIDEZ USED HIS POSITION AT NEDA FOR - ·. : . . 
. ·_ HIS~ P!RSO?IAL .. F-INANC.IAL.:. BD'ttRti!Il'JI IS nrnE AND ti HILE IllEGALI!Y ~OULD . - 'i. 

: BE·_. DI1FlCULT ro-. PR_OV£;.-. !HERE: .. !$ NO DOUBJ·. IMAf CERTAIN Of. HIS ACTIONS . . 
. . WLR£' Ir!PROP!R • • • .. · ·-··:" ·· .. . _ .. -.-. ·_ ,·.\·· .- · : - .. ·_·. . . -· · · · . · · . > . · - · : ·. _I 

DtmING· TM£ 1.972..CA!tPAiffii, in~ nAi lfJ"~.L - H!SPAH!C• FINANCE COM:i!I!1EE, --. i 
m:?O~TI~a;·· .DIR£ClLY: IO- '.Hi£ ' FRESIDE~n· •s CnIEF FU~D RAISER, Mt\URICE , , 

.· ·· STANS,--RA!Si.D ABOUI·· s33~~00& l'uR !hE CA14?AISti, .it-.E PUS1 SAID .. . ·- . 
. ; WA1ERSAT£". comnnu Fn.:ES SnOti. . . . . . . . . ~ - , 

. · · 1ffi:. POST QUO!ED>-AN: U~NAMED SOURCE. AS SAYINS SPECIAL ~OSECUTOR · " 
. . LEON JAWCRSXt•s sr·AFF. IS ALSO . INVESTIGATING FERNANDEZ FOR POSSIBLE . 

·_ · .. ·vIOl .. ATIONS-.OF · A FED!RAL LAtj . ?ROHIBITIMS THE SOLICITATION or . 
.. :, : POLilICAL::CONTRIBUl'IONS FROi!t FEDERAL COrHRACTORS. : 

; . ·,_ 05-1?-1.t :::·1~·s8£DT_./~:'~~·:~~;~- -- -: .. _ /i~ ·,· ·. . . . 
. -~ ·. . . . . . . . .. . . '· 

-~ -· · -. :~ :-. -·· . . ·-. . ·· ... ~~ -~ -"; - · - - -:- · -~··· 

- -
· _ · N.027 -· :·:~'::,~:·: • : ... ·>.>~ :.,·':..- · .· 

. R ... · -:=' ::c , .. :_: . ._)~'i; :_~;_.::,::i:·~- <'·::!: :;~Ft:~ . 
. . HOUS1'0lf~· GOP-sPAMISlt· S?!AKING . . 

. .. . .. ' .. · 

· _·_ . IN 'iESTif.!OHY. BD"tm!: THE SENA IE WAiERGAtE · COP!t!I'C"l'EE LAST NOVEM1'ER ~ 
. JOHN J • . PRI£S1ES9. A ~!A;it! BUil.DER, ACCUSED FER.rtAffDEZ ·or S.EEKINS A 
·: $10~,099 CO?tTRIBUIIOn Ii*. REIURn ·-l''OR ~HIC.ri SlAf•S WAS SUPPOSE TO BLOC!( 

Pi?IES!ES• SUS?E~S!Oft FRO~ A FEDERAL ttUUSI!'iG AD~I~ISIRAI!ON 5Ui3SIDY 
f'ROGRA~•- FER~A~DEZ DE~IED lHAI. · . 

PR!E:SlES lESlI2'.I£D ·1nAl S.LA\.tS . . ACCEP1ED A $2~,ma0 Cr.ECK~ BUT 
.REiURNED IttE ~O"El VHEn . ~E COlll..D ciOi GE1 iriE SUSPE~S!ON . LIFTED. 
F'Rl!STES lS UNDER A O"E•YEAR JAIL SEn1EriCE AFTER PLEADING GUIL!Y TO 

.. 1':10 FELONY: COfJriIS - InVOLVING tiOPIES FirtANCED BY JHE FHA, IHE NE'tiSPA?ER 

. S~!Il • . . . 
!HE U.S. CRI~INAL COD£ ~AKES IT A CRI~E 10 ASX A FEDrRAL 

., . CONTRAC1'0~ TO MAK£ A· FOLI!ICAL COi-iIRIBU!ION. . . . . . 



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 

materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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THE MIAMI HERALD St111., May 19, 1974 

· Bank:~ · S&L Firm .... Realization of Exiles~ .. Dreams 
. . . . ~ . . . . . 

By GEORGE KENNEDY or Union Fcdr.rnl Snvings &,Lonn, ·al Flagler BENJAMIN Fernandez: consulting econ-
licra1d s1111 Writrr Street und Biscayne Boulevord. · omist, major fund raiscr for President Nixon 

Ever since Cuban exiles began arriving The Cuban-Amcric:in organizers of both and subject of a current federal investiga· 
in 1vliami in substantial numbers in the early institutions say t~eir a<.:hicvemcnt is attrib· tion arising from his campaign activ ities. 

tinenlal National B:ink. 
The U.S. comptroller of the currency had 

turned down his group's charter application, 
Dascal said. 

l 960s, some have cherished the dream of utable to persistence, good timing and the In early 1972, while serving as chairman 
owning their own financial institutions. economic growth of the Spanish·speaking ·of the National Hispanic Finnn<.:e Commitlcc Fernandez arranged a personal interview 

· The dream is coming true this year, 'with community. · for the Reelection of the President, which he · fol'. Dascal with the chief deputy comptrol· 
the opening last week of the Continental Na· Both groups of organizers- agree, too, . founded, Fernandez responded to a ca ll for . lcr; personally prepared a revised economic 
tional Bank, ut SW First Street and 18th Av·· that they had a lot of help from Benjamin· help from Char!'es Dnscal, an organizer . . • . 
enuc, and the pla!lned opening next month. · Fcrnand~;z:. · . ' . . ". a.ri(!, now chairman of lhe .board of the Con·. · · · Turn to Page Gn Col. 1 "' --------------· .. ··----·---------· ) --· ' . ·· ··~--· -·-------·-- -- -· ··-----··-- ··· ··-····--- ··--· 
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