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/f ~URING MY VISIT IM 1972 TO THE Fm'l£'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, THE ft:; -

·1 -~ ~~ • 
. L;::_::: CHINESE DEJ10NSTRATED WITH GREAT PRIIE THEIR SYSTEM OF HEALTH CAif, I WA) ?,f .RJ?· ~ 

A ?RDVt.P-fl · 0 ,.-. f'~;._j 
OFJHE CHINESE ~ THAT A C IVfLIZATION IS JIJOCfD BY. THE LEVEL OF TREAlIDIT ~ ,, ,- • 

GIVEN ITS SICK., IF THE CHINESEJ WITH THEIR VAST POPULATION AND LIMITED RESOURCESJ 

. . ~ 1WJX 
ARE PLACING SUCH EMPHASIS fJJ ~., THE UNITED STATES -- WHICH FOll_OWS AN 

. ~~ 

El'rrIPELY DIFFEflEITT POLITI~PHILOs8PHY TOWARD HUMll."l VALUESJ f11SI 00 E\£N MJlf, 
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. OF THE FINEST l{Arn:Nl AVAILABLE. · 
....... 

RICA'S PHYSICINJS FO 

- . 

' ' I 

I . 

.. ... .. ~ 

CMTES WHO 

\ 

f[CDRIID HIS FAILU AS FREELY AS HE DID HIS UCCESSES. HIPPOCM-fts LIVED IN THE 

FfRIOD OF Tlf HIGHEST A . i8.eBrrs 0F GIHK IITTE . • THIS GOUIN ~ ' IN GIHK 
• 

,. - .. ... \ 

c1v1LIZATION OCJERioM1ED · ~- -. · o THE, T:tTERIORATI'~ · wAS · -:·T. oBvl'ous n~' 1tALJ1 
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BUT liMEN HIDIVIfUALISTIC THI KING v'AS STIFLED, THE B''ERr-ED RIVAL SCHOOLS OF 

I 
I 

SEEKING HONESTLY FOR Ti E TRITTH. rf])ICINE nETiRIORATED HHEN THE FRillXlf'S OF THE 

. , . 
/. 

·/ 
,I 

' - •" , I r "'• • ' 

--: -- .,,,. 

1 
' ·-· : \ • TDDAY, E\i9l AS. IN THE T ~ OF GREE~ ENLIGITTrnrfNT, THERE 

. , I , , . . ' • , ·. 
l .. 

- ' . ' \: . -.... 
I I •• 

• I • 
( ' .. I 

J 

, .... 
I 

f ·~ ". ..,, 
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h£ LIVE IN A TI~ OF M:lUNTING Pf£SSUl£S TOWARD CATEGORICAL AND S\ffPING GOVE~IT 

· INVOL\/EtfNT IN Tl£ PRACTHI OF rvEDICINE. ~ FACE A COrilLEX rnAlJ.EN(I TO \'MICH 
I 

THERE IS 00 EASY A~S\iER. _,,,. 

THE A.M.A. HAS IEVDTED ITSELF,to Pf£SERVATI(}J OF THE QUALilY OF 

TREAlIDIT AVAILABl£ IN THE UNITED STATES. YOU HAVE ASSUf£D US THE FINEST HEALTH 
• 

CARE IN THE \\ORLD. ruT wt FACE A RISING OITTCRY AGAINST THE PID-llBITIVE COSTS OF • 

CATASTRJPHIC IWlESSES #ID FDR MJf£ EFFECTIVE USE fV\ID DISTRIBITTHl'J OF rfDICAL fESOUR(IS. 
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THIS A™INISTPATION IS DEDICAIBJ TO THE PREMISE THAT THE OOCTOR SOOULD WJRK RJR 

. HIS PATIOO JV'ID NOT RJR THE BUfUUCRATS IN WASHINGTOO. BUf IT IS ALSO JIDICAIBJ TO 

THE PffiffiSITIOO, ADV.ANCED BY ABRAHAM LINCOLN, THAT ffiVE~ MJST 00 FOR THE INDIVIIlJAL 

CITIZEN WHAT HE CANNOT 00 FOR Hif'6ELF. 

LAST FEBRUARY, IN RESPONSE TO Ca1PELLING NEEDS, W£ SUBMITIED 
• 

LEGISLATION FOR THE CCWl£HENSI\t£ HEALTH INSURANCE PLPN. • 
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VE YK)LJI.] OFFER EVERY MRICAN f1N OPPOITTLl'JilY TO OBTAIN A BALANCED, CCWJIHENSI\tE 

·RANGE OF HEALTH INSURPNCE THfrnGH THREE· ML\.JOR PRJGRAMS: EMlOYEE HEALTH INSUPJ\NCE 

AT PU\CE OF EWLOWENT: ASSISlED HEALTH INSURANCE FOR LOW-INaff: FERSQ\JS ftND TI-m 

rfJT ELIGIBLE FOR OTHER PLANS: AND N'J Ifi>ffiVED ~!CARE PLAN COVERING THOSE 65 JlND 

OVER. 
• 

• 
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THE ADMINISTRATIO'J HEALTH PLAN TOOK A GJ£AT STEP FORt'IARD WITH 

. Tl£ INTRODUCTION OF FUSSIBLY Cf1i>ATIB1£ PROPOSALS BY SENATOR KENNEDY Nill CHAI~ 

WILBUR MIU.S OF THE rDUSE CCJvf'1ITIEE ON WAYS JWD r9NS. SENATOR KENNEDY HAD 

SCRAPPED A MJCH MJ!t CONTROVERSIAL Bill. THAT HE HAD Cl-Wf>IOOED FOR FOUR YEARS. 

THERE Alt ALS) OTHER PROffiSALS, INCLUDING A.M.A. COOCEPTS • 
• 

• 

• 
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THE Iri'ORTANT THING IS THAT A WIUJN~ESS TO ffirf>ROMISE IS 

APPAROO. AS YOU IOOW, I FAVOR A FREE ENTERPRISE APPRJACH IN'AJLVING PRIVATE AND 

VOWNTARY PHILOSJPHIES. SENATOR ~NEDY ~ULD INVOLVE THE GOVERNMENT IN A rwIDATORY 

R:JLE. THE PRIM!\RY DIITTRENCES ARE IN HOW TO FINANCE AND ADMINISTER THE VARIOUS HEALTH 

PLANS. Pm THE It'RJRTANT THING IS THAT WHILE REASONABLE ~ CAN DIFFER, Tl-EY CAN ALSO 
• 

CCWfU'lISE TO REffiNOLE VIOOJINTS. if: CAN hURK THIS OITT •• I HOPE VE DO -- AND THE 

EARLIER, THE ~. 

I 

.... 
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IF hr 00 NOTHING TO PROVIDE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURPNCE -- ESF£CIALi_Y 

IN THE AREA OF CATASTROPHIC ILi_NESS IN THIS ERA OF RISING INR.ATICl'J -- \£ ARE 

ISSUING AN INVITATION TO THO~ FAVORING THE OUTRIGITT SOCIALIZATION OF M:DICINE. 

TO AVERf SUCH JV'J E.VOOUALITY -- THAT \\OULD JEOPARDIZE THE QUL\LITY (f MRICAN 

r£)ICINE AS Will AS OUR INDIVIDUAL LIBEITTIES -- THE PRIVATE ~CTOR MJST f'OVE TO 
• 

M:.Er BL\SIC RESPONSIBILITIES. • 
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• 
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\4.£ HAVE .ALREADY HEARD FRJM S(}'[ PJ{)PONOOS OF A SO-rAlliD \UO-PrmF 

-CONGJ£SS. THEY SAY MT THEY WANT NO COf1PRJMISE HtALTH INSURANCE LEGISLATION THIS 

YEAR PfCAUSE THEY HOPE IN NOVEMBER TO SO DOMINATE CONGJ£SS THAT NEXT YEAR THEY CAN 

DICTATE A VEfO-PRXf HEALTH POLICY OF THEIR CHXlSING. THESE EXTREMISTS FEAR THE 

MRICAN TRADITION OF COf'PRJMISE. THEY illULD Pfffi:R TO DEFER COVERAGE FROM 
• 

TITTJSANDS OF SERIOUSLY Ill_ PERSONS IN ORIIR. TO GAIN FULITICAL ADVANTAGE. 
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A NEW ERA IN NATl(JW_ HEALTH IS ClfARLY IN THE OFFING. ht M.JST 

. APPRJACH THIS IIVELDA'INT IN THE SPIRIT OF l'fDIATION /\ND ffiDERATIOO. THE WUN 

PRIORI1Y IS ON GEITING HE ffa.JIPED CAJ{ IILl\£f{J) ftS scm ftS POSSIBLE. JUST AS 

~ HAVE !£CENllY SUWOJNTED RIGID ORSTACLES IN FOPEIGN ffil..ICY AGllEIDENTS, ~ CAN 

BrIAK THfUIGH ON A VITAL OOrvESTIC ISSl£. 
• 

• !. 

j) 

... 
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IF THEJ£ IS A WAY FOR THE PRIVATE -SECTOR TO A™INISTER Nill 

COillCT PREMIUf'S FOR HEALTH COVERAfE UNIIR PENDING lfGISLATirn, I ~LD FAVUR SUCH 

AN APPRJACH. YET, I ftM WILLING TO LISTEN TO OTHER APPRlAC~S MINDFUL THAT THE CLOCK 

IS Tla<ING Nm PEOPlf ME HURTING. 

11£ ADMINISTRATION HA) NOW SAID THAT IT IS WILLING TO rm J£ASaW3lf 
• 

COrf>RJMISES TO OBTAlN ACTION ON HEALTH INSURANCE. THE SECBETARY OF H.E.W. IS vKlRKING 

FOR AFFIIW\TI\IE Agirn. I ASK YOU TODAY TO COOSHER TI£ OOUGHTS I HA\£ OOlllNEJ), 
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I ASK YOU TO KEEP TIE r1JIENfl.JM ffilNG FOR A TRJ.\DITICML MRICJ\N COrf'JU1I~, 

SATISFACTORY TO Al1- PARTIES, INSTEAD OF PN ABDirATH1~ TO Tl{)~ WHO ~LD lr1lOSE 

A JXG1ATIC FOfKJU\ THRJUGH A "\IETO-PrroF" CONGf{SS TIEY HOPE TO ELECT C(JvE 

NOVEMPfR l, 1974. 

h£ Al£ AWARE OF THE GJfAT SlFPORf THE A.M.A. HAS IHIDERED TO 
• 

rvEDICAL SCHXlLS. A TOTAL OF 114 r£1JICAL SCHOOLS ARE NOW 1RAINING 51,00J STLIDITS. 



.. 
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OOLY SEVEN YEARS AOO ~ HAD 89 SUCH SC[X)LS MID IISS ffiAJ'J 33,00J STLIDITS. I AM 

. AWARE OF TI-IE SI~IFICA.f\ff A.M.A. COORIJlITION TO INCREASING TI-IE SUPPLY MID 

DIVERSIFICATION OF fvEDICAL PMCTITIOOERS. YOU HA\£ OONE MJCH TO rim: A SUCCESS 

OF THE NATIONAL HEALTH SE~ICE CORPS WHICH BRINffi PHYSICIPNS TO AffAS OF GJI:ATEST 

NEED. AND YOUR OTHER COORIBITTIOOS TO MRICA'S HEALTH Af£ Cf GJEAT SI~IFHJNCE • 
• 

• 



•• • 
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I ~ULD Lil<E TO SEE CONGfESS rQ\tE ·AFFIRM\TIVELY ON tfPJ...lli W\liJPOWER 

. . 

LEGISLATION. WE NEIJ) r1lf£ F.6MILY PRACTITIONERS, AS YOU Will AGFEE. YE AfE ALSO 

SEEKING TO EXPJ\ND AND STfENGlliEN HEALTH PLANNING IN A tw'JNER TO L£SSE] Bl.Jf{Al.ICMCY 

pt.ID ENHANCE STAIE MID LOCAL PARTICIPATION lliRJUGH A COOSORflLM CDNCEPT • 

• 

• 
~· 
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FOCUSING ON INNER CllY MID RURAL HOSPITALS, HtALTH FACILllY PIUJECT 

GRANTS ARE PENDING FOR 1-0SPITALS MJST IN NEED. WE JlSO PLAN TO INCREASE CANCER 

RESEARCH AS MJCH AS ffiSSIBlE WITl-OUT DflMl\GING RESEARCH IN OTHER VITAL AREAS. if 

WANT TO TAKE RESEARCH ACHIEVEJvENTS FRJ'l THE l.AIDRATORY TO THE PPACTICING PHYSICIAN'S· 

a=FICE IN THE Sl-ORTEST TlfvE FRM ffiSSIBlE. BlIT if WANT ALSO TO ffi ON DEPENDING ON 
• 

VOLUNTEERISM AND PRLVATE ENTERPRISE THAT ~ MRICJ\N rfDlCINE SO UNIQUE. 
·~ .. 
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W: MJST FIND WAYS TO MINIMIZE FEDERAL IN\.ULID'ENT IN DELI\fRY OF 

HEAL TH CARE AND ACHI tVE A MJTUAll Y HELPRJL PRIVATE/PUBLIC PARTNERSHIP. IN lllIS 

SEARCH, HOWEVER, IT IS ESSOOIAL THAT WE AVOID P1JREAUCMTIC INTERVEITTION PEThIDJ 

THE DOCTOR AND HIS PATIENT -- INTERVENflON THAT COVPROMISES THE RIGHTS AND PRIVACY 

OF POTH. 
• 

• 
' ., 

... 
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I wmr TO SAY A WJRD AOOlIT MY NEW OOfIES AS CHAIRMAN OF THE 

. oortESTIC COUNCIL CO'T-1ITTEE ON THE RIGl-ff OF PRIVACY. THE NOTION OF LEAVING THE 

PROTECTION OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY TO ffi\IERNroif CfFICIALS HAS BEEN C0'1PARED TO 

ASKING THE FOX TO PfUTECT THE CHIC~ COOP. BlIT SIX roNTI-IS Affi -- \iMEN TIE MJST 

INTENSIVE INVESTiffiTION EVER FDCUSED ON A NOMINEE FOR THE VICE PRESIDENCY WAS 
• 

DIRE:CTED AT fvE -- I AWL\~ED TO THE PRIVACY ISSUE IN A VERY. REAL AND PERS(JW. SENSE. 

I WAS ONE OF THE CHIC~S. 



l' 
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AS CHAI~ OF THE PRIVACY cat1ITIEE, I AM TAKING MY ffSRJNSIBILITIES 

VERY SERIOUSLY. I HAVE ALREADY CHALl.fN(f] THE ffiVE~'S GENERAL SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION ON THE r'lASSI\IE COJVPUTER NffiDRK CONTEMPLAlED TO PROVIII: A COAST-TO-

COAST DATA RETRIEVAL SYSTEM. IT WAS TO PE CALLED EEDNEL FEIERAL PROlECTION OF 

PRIVACY IS ~lff YET IIVELDPED TO THE POitIT vn-!Eff VE COULD Pf£VENT THIS FROM PROBING 
• 

IITTfJ THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS. I N1 PLEASED TO SAY THAT IBIS PARTICULAR THf£AT TO 

INDIVIIllAL LIBERTIES HAS NOW PEEN SHELVBJ. 



) 
I 

BlIT I IB1L\IN CCl'JCERNED OVER THE G[)WING TENDENCY TO VIOLATE THE 

PRIVACY OF PATIENT AND IDCTOR ALI~. VE ME ALI_ TOO PAINFULI_Y AWARE OF WIIUAPPING, 

PUGGING, AND EVEN ALL£(}/\TIONS THAT RECORDS IN A OOCTOR'S OFFICE ARE NO UJJGER SAFE 

FROM INTRUDERS. DR. W\LCOl11 C. TODD, PJtSIIINT-ELECT OF THE A.M.A. IS IIEPLY --. MID 

RIGHTRJLI_Y - CONCERNEJJ. 
• 

QVEg Tl£ YEARS, A.M.A. HAS r£\tELOF£D A NUMBER OF PUBLICATIONS MID 

OTHER GUIDELINES {fALING WITH THE PRESERVATION OF THE CONFIOCNTIALITY OF ~!CAL 

INFORW\TION. YOU HAVE Amn IN THE HIGHEST PUBLIC SERVICE. 
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DR. TODD INFORMS US THAT HE IS CONCE~ED LEST THE DAY COC ~EN 

THE OOCTOR Witi· HAVE TO WARN THE PATIOO OF HIS RIGHTS JUST AS A AJLICE a=FICER 

ri.IST WARN A CRIMINAL SUSPECT. WHAT A PATIENT TEllS HIS OOCTOR IS INCREASINGLY 

AFFECTING HIS Cl-WJCES OF GEITING AND HJLDING A JOB, OBTAINING A LOAN, BUYING 

INSURANCE, AND EVEN PRESERVING HIS Ml\RRIAGE . 
• 

• 
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lECHOOLOGY HAS FACILITAlED ABUSES1 INSUMNCE CCM>ANIES AND 

CREDIT BUREAUS ARE OBTAINING PRINT-DITTS· OF THE MJST PERSONAL DATA. OOCTORS ARE 

PEGINNING TO FEAR THAT ~ PATIENTS VMO NEill CARE MAY EVEN Pf(,(}£ AFAAID TO SEEK IT. 

PRIVIlfGED CCM1.JNICATION BEnffN PATIEITT AND PHYSICIPN HAS PEEN A · 

Sl\CRED ASPECT OF FREE SOCIETIES SINCE THE DAYS OF HIPPOCRAlES. A PHYSICIAN SHOULn 
• 

~p HIS PATIOO'S CONFIDENCE -- EVEN FROM INAPPROPRIAlE FORMS PROPOSED BY WASHINGTOO 

BUREAUCRATS. Tl£ ffifvRITER HAS MAGNIFIED THE DANGER THAT THE PATIEITT'S CO'JFIDENCE 

WILL Pf VIOLAlED. 
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I FEEL IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE RIGHfS OF PRIVACY Pf SAFEGUARDED 

IN MN HEALTH INSURANCE LEGISLATION -- OR MN OWER HEALTH LEGISLATHl'~ -- AOOPlED 

BY THE CONGRESS. I FEEL SO STRONGLY AIDUT THIS THAT I \OJ[] SUGGEST A SPECIAL 

SAFEruARD I BEFORE BU I[.] ING A NUCLEAR REACTOR, rE DESIGN SAFEGUARDS FDR ITS USE I 

rE ALSJ REQUIRE ENVIRONr'ENfAL Ifi>ACT STATE1£'ITS SPECIFYING THE ANTICIPATED EFFECT 
• 

OF .. THE REACTOR'S OPERATION ON THE ENVIffiNrvuIT. PRIOR TO APPROVING A VAST rfDICAL 

INFO~TION NEOO~ AFFECTING PERSJ'JAL LIVES, rE rfl]) A aM>ARABLE PRIVACY Irt'ACI 

STAlBiNf, WE MJST CONSIDER THE FALL-OUT HAZARDS TO TRADITIONAL FREEIDf'S. 
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IN MY CAPACilY AS CHAI~ OF THE PRIVACY CXJt1ITIEE, I WJl.J) LIKE 

TODAY TO HNilE THE A.M.A. ro VUWNTEER -ITS EXff:RTISE TO THE COOITIEE so~ CAN 

RECCH'END THE t'OST EFFECTIVE r'EASURES TO SAFEGUARD INFORmTION ON PATIENTS. 

FOR 25 YEARS I SERVED IN THE mNGRESS AND WATCHED THE SOCIAL PLANNERS 

ENACT ONE HUGE PROGRAM AFIER ANOTHER. RIGID CATEGORICAL STANDARDS YE:RE APPLIED TO 
• 

PEO~lf WITH A S\'EEPING BRUSH. INDIVIDUALIS"l WAS IGNORED. l£ PfGL\N PROGMM'1ING 

PEOPl£ BEFORE COrwrERS \f:RE INVENTED I 
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THE Tlf¥£ HAS Ca-£ TO S[)W GREATER 1£SPECT FOR INDIVIDUAL LIPfRTIES 

N-ID TO CEASE PffiGRA!t11NG F£0Pl£ fJS IF THEY \\ERE UNFEELING OBJECTS. THIS APPLIES AS 

RJllY TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR AS TO THE OOVE~fv'ENT. THE PHYSICIANS OF MRirA f,AN 

RENDER GREAT SERVICE WITH THEIR SF£CIAL SENSITIVIlY FOR THE DI(j\jilY OF THE INDIVIDUAL 

FOR HUW\N LIFE, AND FOR THE UNIQUE COORACT PfThID fWJ AND fWJ • 
• 

• 
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JUST AS W: NEED TO PII:SE~ THE QUAL.IlY OF ~fJJICAL CARE, W: NEED 

. TO PII:SERVE TIE QUALilY OF CllR LIFE AS A·NATION. OUR BODY POLITIC IS fIPLTHY. VE 

HAVE IN THIS GREAT NATHJJ THE IIf.ALISM AND THE ENERGY AND THE ABILilY TO J£AL 

CllRSEL YES I 

• 

. ... 

. ' . 
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I FER\ifNTLY PfLIE\IE lllAT A NATIOf'i ABLE TO OFFER PEACE TO THE 

WARRING PEOPlIS OF THE MIDDLE EA)T IS CAPABLE OF ACHIEVING A IG£STIC DISENffitrnNT 

FR0\1 VINDICTIVE ffiLITICS. &N AS THE AR'iIES OF THE MIDDLE EAST HAVE 

DISENGAGED -- E.V9J AS THE ARABS A~ ISRAELIS HAVE LO\'ERED THE LEVEL OF BLIND 

HATRED -- WE MJST HEf{ IN THE UNilED STATES FIND A WAY TO 00 00 LIVING TCXUHER • 
• 

• 
~· 

... 
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WE MJST NOT ~LY IfvPROVE OUR ~TH fAf[ BUT ALSO -OVERCQ¥E Tlf DISEASE OF ./ 

. -
INRJ\TION WHILE TAPPING NEW SOURCES Cf ENERGY, PffiVIDING NEW ~USING, Pl£SEJt'ING 

THE Ef#IRJNfvENT, ENCOURAGING NEW INDUSTRY, AND OTHEFMISE 1£tfNEMTING OUR 

LIFESll'l.E. 

• 

• . ;; 
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-TIIE PHYSICIANS OF OUR NATION WIU. AGff.E TIIAT A HF.ALTHY W\TION 

IS A MJRM. AND ETHICAL NATION. ACCORDINGLY, ~£ MJST HAVE A REBIRTH OF THE VALlfS 

THAT FOCUSED THE AIJ1IPATION OF THE ~RLD UPOO THE STARS J\l'ID STRIF£S. 

I KNOW THAT VE CAN COUNT 00 OUR PHYSICIPNS TO HELP NOT (J~LY WITH 

If-[ ILLS OF THE SICK Bl.ff WITH THE ILLS (f THOSE W-lO ARE O'JLY SICK IN SPIRIT • 
• 

• 

) 
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YOU CPl'J HELP INSfIU. JlN AITITUDE ESSENTIAL FOR NATICl'W.. SELF-ESTEEM. JlND I J\111 

. . . 

CONFIIINf THAT YOU Will. PERCEIVE ™AT A NATION Sout·.ffi IN MIND, BODY, AND SPIRIT 

- . - .. 

WILL FUSSESS THE FINEST HEALTH THAT GOD, IN HIS WISDJ1, CAN GPJWL 

YOU CANNOT DO IT ALOOE. ~ MJSf ALL SHARE. AS THEODORE rmsEVELT 

PtJT IT VERY Slr'PLY 70 YEARS Af/J: ''THE 00\IE~rfNT IS USJ YE ARE 11£ 00\IERft{Nf I 
• 

vou .. AND I. II • 

TH.ANK YOU. 



ASSOCIATION I 

MRIC.AN f'EDICAL ASSOCIATIOIJ CON\£NTION 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 

TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1974 

I APPftCIATE THIS OPffiRTUNITY TO ADDRESS THE MRIC.AN M:DICAL 

DURING MY VISIT IN 1972 TO THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA, THE 

CHINESE JJ8it1NSTPATED WITH GREAT PRIJI THEIR SYS"ID1 OF HEALTH CARE. I WAS TOLD 

OF THE CHI IESE PHILOSOPHY THAT A CIVILIZATION IS JUDGED BY THE INL OF Tf{AneJT 

GI\lf}J ITS SICK. IF THE CHH[SE, WITH THEIR VAST FDPULATION AND LIMITED ftSOURCES, 

ARE PLACING SUCH Erf'HASIS ON M:DICINE, TIJE UNITED STATES -- WHICH FOLLOWS ftN 

!VI) Ct-1 G-6l ~ 
Ef'ITIRELY DIFFEROO RJLITICAL 'PHILOSOPHY TOWARD HU~~ VALUES, MJST 00 EVEN f"Df{, 

I 
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WITH OUR VASf RESOURCES T~ft IS NO EXCUSE FOR A SINGLE MRIC.AN TO PE IEPRI\.£D 

OF THE FINEST Tf£ATM:NT AVAILABLE. 

MRICA'S PHYSICIANS FOLLOW THE lEACHINGS OF HIPPOCRATES WHO 

lfCDRIED HIS FAILURES AS FREELY AS 1-E DID HIS SUCCESSES. HIPPOCRATES LI\Hl IN THE 

PERIOD OF THE HIGHEST ACHIEVfJ\£ITTS OF GfffK IN1EU£CT. THIS GOU£N ERA IN GIHK 

CIVILIZATION IBIRIORATED -- mD THE IITERIORATICX'-J WAS tmT OBVIOUS IN THE l£ALM 

OF ~ICINE. OPEN INQUIRY AND CLEAR f£ASON EMANATED FRJM A CLirviATE OF FIHOOM. 
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BIJf w-JEN INDIVIIUALISTIC THINKING v'AS STIFLm, THEF£ E~'ERf-fD RIVAL SCHOOLS OF 

~ICINE THAT \!El{ r'Dlf INTE!fSlED IN SEEKING mM:RTS FOR THEIR OOGMAS THN'J IN 

SEEKING HONESTLY FOR THE TRITTH. rfl)ICINE DETERIORATED WHEN THE FREEJX)f'S OF THE 

ANCIENr GREEKS EPOIED. 

TODAY, OOl AS IN THE Tir.£ OF GREEK ENLIGHIDlr'ENT, THE}{ 

PB-1AINS A ffLATIONSHIP PillIDl INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES MID tJEDICAL EXCEUINCE. 



-4-

t) v(V 

~~[LIVE IN A TIM: OF ltllfil!NG Pl£SSUl£S TO~ARD CAlEOORICJIL J\ND SWING ffil/Elffffif 

~ IA Bh-0 ~ ~ 
IN'vULVEJVENT IN THE PRACTICE OF ~ICINE r; FACE A COMJLEX CHALlENf£ TO va-IICH 

A. 

THE A.M.A. HAS IBJL)1ED ITSElf TO PlfSERVATIOO OF THE QlW.JlY OF 

TREAOOIT AVAILABl£ IN THE UNilED STATES YOU HA\.£ ASSUflll US TIE FINEST HEALTH 

CARE IN THE \-ORLD 0 BITT WE FACE A RISING OtITCRY AGAINST THE PffiHIBITI\.£ COSTS OF 

~ . , 

~l 
, 

CATASTRJPHIC IWlESSES AND FOR f'tll{ EFFECT!\.£ USE PND DISTRIBUfl{Jll OF M:DICAL I£SOURCES, 



~, 

I 

I want to emphasize how important the coming debate "--..-/ 

on national health insurance is . The AMA has already 

contributed many good and useful ideas through its Medicredit 

proposal . 

Your position on these health issues is respected 

in Congress - - because the AMA is not the problem but part 

of the solution to our problemsc 
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THIS Ail"1INISTRATION IS DEDICATED TO THE PREMISE THAT THE OOCTOR SHOULD \iAJRK FOR 

HIS PATIOO M'ID NOT FOR THE BIJl{AUCRATS IN WASHINGT(}J• BUT IT IS ALSO DrnICATED TO 

THE PRJffiSITia.J_, ADVftNCED BY ABRAHAM LINCOLNj THAT OOVE~ r1JST 00 FOR 111E INDIVIIlJAL 

CITIZEN WHAT HE ffi~NOT 00 FOR Hlr'SELF0 

LAST FEBRUARY_, IN RESffiNSE TO Caf>ELLING NEEDSJ W:: SlmITIED 

LEGISLATION FOR TI-IE COVPI£HENSI'v£ HEAL111 INSUPANCE PLAN. 
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Vf WOULD OFFER EVERY MRICAN .AN OPPORfltHTY TO OBTAIN A BALANCEDJ CCM>f£HENSI\f 

P#lGE OF HEALTH INSURANCE THRJUG.1 THREE MAJOR PRJGRAMS: EWLOYEE HEALTH INSURPNCE 

AT ME a= Fl'Plff'(lfNr /~I '{[fJJ IEllJJH INSUllJl/llCE FOR LOW-I NCCN: F£R;a'lS ll/'ID TI-OSE 

~ELIG!Blf FOR OTHER P~S/MID /ll'I lf'PIU\IEO f£DICARE PLJlN CO\ltRING OOSE 65 ll/'ID 
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THE ADMINISTPJ\THJ~ HEALTH PLAN TOOK A Gf£AT STEP FO~ARD WITH 

T1£ INOODUCTHll OF ~ATIBLE PIU'ffillLS BY SENATOR l®i'IEDY MID CHAIIMI 

WILBUR MILLS OF THE HOUSE annTIEE ON WAYS .AND ~s SENATOR 101NEDY HAD 

SCRAPPED A MJCH MJRE CONTROVERSIAL BILL THAT HE HAD CHN'PIIJJED FOR FOUR YEARS. 
/~ ~ 

THERE Af{ Alffi OTl-ER PROFUSALSJ INCLUDING A.M.A. ffi\JCEPT/. 
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THE If/PORTANr THING IS THAT A WIU.IN~ESS TO COfvPROMISE IS 

APPAROO 1 AS YOU k'NOWJ I FAVOR A FREE ENTERPRISE APPffiACH IN\.ULVING PRIVATE AND 

~ p 
VULUNTARY~, SENATOR 14:NNEDY \'DULD INVOLVE THE ffi\IERNM:NT IN A W\NDATORY --- ~ 

f{)Lf THE PRIW\RY DIITTRENCES ARE IN HOW TO FINJlNCE AND ADMINISTER THE VARIOUS HEALTH 

· PLANS 0 Pill THE IrfURTANT THING IS THAT WHILE REASa'JABLf r1:N CAN DIFFE~ THEY CAN ALSO 

t4 (!}N_-wk-~ ~~~ 
CCJv1PRCJv1ISE TO RECONCILE VIE\ARlINTS, YE CAN \'DRK THIS OJT, I HO~ W£ 00 -- AND THE 

If 

EARLIERi THE PEITER~ 
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IF \if 00 NOTHING TO PROVIDE NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE -- ESFfCIALLY 

IN THE AREA OF CATASTROPHIC IWESS IN THIS ERA OF RISING INFlATION -- hf ARE 

ISSUING AN INVITATION TO THOSE FAVORING THE OUTRIGITT SOCIALIZATION OF ~ICINED 

TO AVERT SUCH ,L\N E\t8'ffiJALITY -- THAT \\OULD JEOPARDIZE THE QUALITY OF AJvERICAN 
·@L ~;o~ 

rfJJICINE AS Wfil PS OUR INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES -- fl lll PRIVATE SEcmR r1JST t'OVE TO 

-rk~ff~ 
fvffT Bl\SIC RESPONSIBILITIES I 



.. 

we I llWE ~ PRJAJENTS OF A SO-CAUEJ \UO-PlmF 

~ 
l/A' ,_ 

~ ' ~ ' 
CONGl£SS '/1 THEY WAITT NO COWffiMISE HEALTH INSURANCE l£GISUHION THIS 

YEAR PfCAU~ THEY ~PE IN NOVEffiER TO SO DOMINATE CONGJtSS THAT NEXr YEAR THEY CftN 

DICTATE A VETO-PRXf HEALTH POLICY OF Tl-EIR C~SING" THESE EXrRrnlSTS FEAR THE 1; 

~~~-f~ 
MRICJll'l TRADITION OF Olf'Plm!SE nu rim PllffER TO~ OM:Rl\lr: ~ 

141uqu--z;~ -~a~/~ 
THOUSC\NDS OF SERIOUSLY Ill PERSONS.IN~ "fO 6A"IN PEVICfi.t ·" 

hod~:zA~1~~-



-ll- - ~,.,;r v; 
lq~i - -{o J??~· 

'.),,.., A NEW ERA JN NATIQIJAL HEALTH JS Cl.EARLY ~~ING0 VE M.IST 
A ~ 

APPRJACH THIS IIVELDl*ITT IN THE SPIRIT OF mJIATIQ~ AND f'DDERATION THE WUN 

PRIORilY IS ON GETTING THE ~UJIRED CA~ IfLI\tERED AS ~ AS POSSIBLE 0 JUST AS 

h£ HA\it ~COOLY SUffOUrfilD RIGID OBSTACLES IN FOREIG'l POLICY AO-HD.eENTSj VE CAN 

Bff.AK THRJUGH ON A VITAL OOr-ESTIC ISSlE 
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IF THERE IS A WAY FOR THE PRIVATE SECTOR TO A™INISTER MID 

COLJ£CT PPfJ'1IUMS FOR HEALTH COVERAGE UNIIR PENDING LEGISLATICA'!i I \illULD FAVOR SUCH 

.AN APPffiACH YETJ I AM WILLING TO LISTEN TO OTHER APPfUACHES MINDRJL THAT THE CLOCK 

IS TIO<ING AND PEOPLE ARE HURTING, 

THE ADMINI.STRATION HAS NOW SAID THAT IT IS WillING TO t-M ffASCTW3LE • ;Jt 

c:t., f~~,f-..,~ f' Nll7t.> 4 ~ ~ tdf,_,_ '!-·~"~ ~~ 
corPffiMISES TO OBTAIN ACTION ON HEALTH INSURA~CE ... "fl[ SECFGAR1t!l.f.W. ·t& hORKING 
.P VJ l.LJti ~ J, +--~ A+l 

FOR ftfFI~TI\f A.CTICl'J" I-ASK YOU TOBAY TO GrnSIIIR THE OOUGITTS I H.4\it OOllINffi, 
h 1 
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I ASK YOU TO lfilP Tl£ r'G'ENTIJM GOING FOR A TRADITIQ\JAL MRICAN COf'PRJMISEJ 

SATISFACTORY TO AU_ PARTIES~ INSTEAD OF .Al'J ABDICATION TO T~SE WHO Vl1ULD Irf>OSE 

A IXXJ~ATIC FOWULA THRJUGH A "\fETO-PfroF" CONGRESS THEY HOPE TO E!ECT CcrvE 

s 
NOVEMBERJ, 1974. 

VE ARE AWARE OF THE GffAT SLPPOITT THE A.M.A. HAS fHIDERfJJ TO 

fvEDICAL SCIIDLS., A TOTAL OF 114 r£DICAL SCHOOLS ARE NOW TPAINING 51,00J STLIIINTS, 
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ONLY SEVEN YEARS AOO WE IWJ 89 SUCH SC[X)LS IWD LESS THAN 33,00J STLl1INfS, I AM 

AWARE OF THE SH1HFICAtlJT A.M.A. COORIHITION TO INCREASING THE SUPPLY ,AND 

DIVERSIFICATION OF ffilICAL PRACTITIQ~ERS 0 YOU HA\£ OONE r1JCH TO MIOO: A SUCCESS 

OF THE NATIONAL HfALTH SE~ICE CORPS WHICH BRINGS PHYSICI.ANS TO Aff.A.S OF GffATEST 

/L ~ -f,..t ~,, f?k fiu-;L 4'.U~ t ~ A-r-L 

NEEDo ~+l=leR--C--ON+RIBlfflffJ~LS-HEAtTiti\RE eF (Jf£A~CE~ 

ffea- """Ard. fr- a /'"~ tfr~ 1 ~~ ~""" · 



I am aware of your other bills for better. !'1!!'9 - hf'3a..w 

and emerr ency medical services , your concern for the health 

of the American Indian, your support for more medical schools 

and more doctors . 

Yours is a respected voice in Washington . You must 

continue to earn t h is respect by your constructive approach 

to legislation -- and you will continue to be listened to 

in the halls of Congress . 
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/ 
\cit I l«JULIJ uiq:: TO SEE crnGJ£SS !1lVE AFFIImTil£LY !Jl lfPLlll Jl'llNPO\f:R 

~ 

LEGISLATION. WE NEED t'Orf F.AMILY PRACTITIONERS~ AS YOU WIU. AG!tE. YE Aff: ALSO 

SEEKING TO EXPAND AND STff:NGTHEN HEALTH PLANNING IN A fvW'JNER TO LESSEN BUff.AUCRACY 

#ID EN~CE STATE AND LOCAL PARTICIPATIOO THffiUGH A CONSORTIUM aJNCEPT. 
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FOCUSING ON INNER CHY AND RURAL HOSPITALS, HEALTH FACILITY PfruECT 

1'-'~+~QJ~ 
GRANTS ARE PENDING FOR HOSPITALS riDST IN NEED 0 ~PLAN TO INCREASE CANCER 

RESEARCH AS MJCH AS ffiSSIBlI WIOOUT Dfttv1AGING RESEARCH IN OTHER VITAL AREAS. if: 

WLWr TO TAkE RESEARCH ACHIEYl*NTS Flrn THE LAIDRATORY TO THE PRACTICING PHYSICIAN'S 

-:f:l_J t;; ~ 
a=FICE IN THE SHORTEST TIM: FRM ffiSSIBlEo BlIT if: ~ALSO TO ffi 8fif DEPENDING ON 

VOLUtfilERisr1 AND PRIVATE ENTERPRISE THAT Ml\kE MRICAN rvEDICINE SO UNIQUE, 
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WE MJST FIND WAYS TO MINIMIZE FEDERAL INV{)LIDENf IN DELIVERY OF 

~TH CARE MID ACHIEVE A MJTUAllY HELPFUL PRIVATE/PUBLIC PARrnERSHIP. IN THIS 

SEARCHJ 1-0WlVER; IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT \£ AVUID BJREAUCMTIC INTERVENTION BET\ffN 

THE DOCTOR MID HIS PATIENT -- INTERY£NTION THAT CCMJROMISES THE RIGHTS AND PRIVACY 

OF IDTH0 
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I WANr TO SAY A WJRD AIDITT MY NEW MIES AS CHAI~ OF THE 

OOM:STIC COUNCIL C(Hv1IllIE ON THE RIGHf OF PRIVACYe THE NOTION OF lIAVING THE 

PROTECTION OF INDIVIDUAL PRIVACY TO ffiVERNrfNT OFFICIALS HAS BEEN CCWARED TO 

7 
ASKING THE FOX TO PffiTECT THE CHICKEN COOP. BUT~f'ONTHS Affi -- W1EN THE M:JST 

INTENSIVE INVESTIGl\TION E.VER FOCUSED ON A NCJv1INEE FOR THE VICE PRESIDENCY WAS 

DIREClED AT ~ -- I AWl\KENED TOT~ PRIVACY ISSUE IN A VERY REAL AND PER~L SENSEo 

I WAS ONE OF THE CHI Cl@JS • 



-19-

AS CHAI~ OF THE PRIVACY an1ITIEEJ I AM TAKING MY fESffiN8tfiltl~ 

~¥. I HAVE ALREADY CHAUfN(f] THE GOVE~r'ENT'S GENERAL SERVICES 

ADMINISTRATION ON THE MASSIVE anmER NffiDRK CONTEWLATED TO PROVIII A COAST-TO-

COAST DATA RETRIEVAL SYSID1, IT WAS TO PE CAlliD EEDNEI. FEI£RAL PROTECTION OF 

PRIVACY IS mr ~TO lllE POINT M-IEI£ \'f COULD Pf£VENf nus fID1 PffiBING 
1 

INTO THE LIVES OF INDIVIDUALS I f\J\1 PLEASED TO SAY THAT THIS PARTICULAR THJ£AT TO 

INDIVIIllAL LIPEITTIES HAS NOW PEEN SHELVEJJ, 
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p~( 
BlIT I IU1Al~COOCERNED OVER THE GROWING TENDENCY TO VIOLATE THE 

PRIVACY OF PATIENT Af'ID OOCTOR ALI~. \if ARE All TOO PAINFUllY AWARE OF WlfU.APPING 

P!JGGING) Af'ID EVEN AllEGA.TIONS THAT RECORDS IN A OOCTOR'S OFFICE ARE NO LONGER SAFE 

FROM INTRUDERS. DR. W\LCOLM C. TODD, PJfSIIINT-ELECT OF THE A.M.A. IS IIEPLY -- JWD 

RIGHTFUllY -- ffiNCERNEJJ. 

OVERT~ YEARS, A.M.A. HAS IEVflOFfll A NUMPfR OF PUBLICATIONS AND 

OTHER GUIDELINES IIALING WITH THE PRESERVATICJJ OF THE ffiNFIDENTIALITY OF rfDICAL 

~~~J!4J 
INFO~TION. YOU HfiiVE ACTED IN THE HIGHEST PUBLIC SERVICE, 

1 
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DR. TODD INFOR!'S US THAT HE IS CONCEF~~ED l£ST THE DAY COVE YMEN 

THE OOCTOR WILL HAVE TO WARN THE PATIOO OF HIS RIGITTS JUST AS A POLICE OFFICER 

MJST WARN A CRIMINAL SUSPECT 9 WHAT A PATIOO TELLS HIS OOCTOR IS INCREASINGLY 

AFFECTING HIS CIWJCES OF GffiING MID HOLDING A JOBj OBTAINING A LOAN) BlNING 

INSIJRANC~ MID EVEN PRESERVING HIS mRRIAGE, 
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1ECHOOLOGY HAS FACILITATED ABUSES 0 INSURANCE CCWANIES AND 

CRillIT BUREAUS ARE OBTAINING PRINT-OUTS OF THE MJST PERSONAL DATA., OOCTORS ARE 

BEGINNING TO FEAR THAT SOM: PATIENTS vn-0 NEED CARE ML\Y EVEN BECM AFRAID TO SEEK IT. 

PRIVILEGED CCM1.JNICATION BE11fEN PATIENT AND PHYSICIAN HAS BEEN A 

SACRill ASPECT OF FREE SOCIETIES SINCE THE DAYS OF HIPPOCPA1ES, A PHYSICIAN SHOULD 

~IP HIS PATIENT'S CONFIDENCE -- EVEN FROM INAPPROPRIA1E FOWS PROPOSED BY WASHINGTON 

BUREAUCRATS ..- Tl£ COfvf'UTER HAS Ml\GNIFIED THE DANGER THAT THE PATIENT'S CONFIDENCE 

WILL BE VIOLATED 
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I FEEL IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT THE RIGHTS OF PRIVACY PE SAFEGUARDBJ 

IN ANY HEALTH INSURANCE LEGISLATION -- OR MN OTHER HEALTH LEGISLATION -- AOOPTED 

BY THE CONGRESS 0 I FEEL SO STRONGLY~ THAT I ~LD SUGGEST A SPECIAL 

SAFEGUARD, BEFORE BUILDING A NUCLEAR REACTOR~~ DESIGN SAFEGUARDS FOR ITS USE 

\i[ ALSO REQIJIRE EfWlffiN~AL I~ACT STAmvE~ITS SPECIFYING THE MfTICIPATED EFFECT 

OF THE REACTOR'S OPERATION ON THE ENVIRlNfv£Nf, PRIOR TO APPROVING A VAST ~IrAL 

INFORW\TION NETWJRK AFFECTING PERSONAL LIVES, ~ NEEIJ A CQ\1PARABLE PRIVACY IrfACT 

STAIDfNT WE MJST CONSIDER THE FALL-OUT HAZARDS TO TRADITIONAL FREEIDl"E 
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IN MY CAPACITY AS CHAI~ OF THE PRIVACY ffi't11TfEE-1 I WJLD ~ 

~ UNITE THE A.M.A. TO VUWNTEER ITS EXftRTISE TO THE COfvfv1ITIEE SO \4.£ CAN 

REON1ND THE MJST EFFECTIVE rGSURES TO SJ\FEGUARD INFORW\TION ON PATIOOS. 

FOR 25 YEARS I SERVED IN THE CONGRESS AND WATCHETI THE SOCIAL PLANNERS 

ENACT ONE HUGE PROGRAM AFTER ANOTHER RIGID CATEffiRICAL STANDARDS VERE APPLIETI TO 

PEOPLE WITH A SYEEPING BRUSH, INDIVIDUALISM WAS IGNORED YE BEGL\N PROGIW11ING 

PEOPLE PEFORE CCWITTERS \f:RE INVENTED. 



.. : -25-

THE Tif'E HAS C(ff: TO SHOW GffA1ER 1£SPECT FOR INDIVIDUAL LIBERTIES 

AND TO CEASE PfOJ~ING PEOPLE AS IF THEY \fRE UNFEELING OBJECTSo THIS APPLIES AS 

RJU.Y TO THE PRIVA1E SECTOR AS TO THE ffiVE~JM:NT 1 THE PHYSICIANS OF MRICA CAN 

RENDER GREAT SERVICE WITH THEIR SPECIAL SENSITIVITY FOR THE DIG'JITY OF THE INDIVIDUALJ 

FOR HUMAN LIFE j AND FOR THE UNIQUE CONTRACT BET\ffN Ml\N AND MAN 
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JUST AS YE NEED TO PltSER\f THE QUAL.IlY OF r·fDICAL CARE, VE NEED 

v¥ ,,.,a-r d~b,t. 
TO PltSERVE THE QUALilY OF OUR LIFE AS A NATICl'J , ti OUR BODY POLITIC IS HEALTHY• VE 

HAVE IN THIS Gf£AT NATIOO THE IDEALISM AND THE ENERGY MID THE ABILilY TO HEAL 

OURSELVES. 
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I FERVENTLY PfLIE\£ THAT A NATION ABl£ TO OFFER PEACE TO THE 

WARRING PEOPl£S OF THE MIDDl£ EAST IS rAPABl£ OF ACHIEVING A 00fv£STIC DISENGAGE11Nr 

F~ VINDICTI\,£ FULITICS0 EVEN AS THE A~IES OF THE MIDDl£ EAST HAVE 

DISENGAGED -- EVEN AS THE ARABS ,AND ISPJ\ELIS HAVE LOYERED THE LEVEL OF BLIND 

HATRED -- ~ MJST HEFf IN THE UNIIBJ STATES FIND A WAY TO ffi ON LIVING TCXJEJHER,, 
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WE MJST NOT CX'JLY IfilROVE OUR 1-fAL TH LAff Blff ALSO OVERC(J'[ THE DI SEASE OF 

. . . 

INFLATION WHil£ TAPPING NEW SOURCES Cf ENERGYj PffiVIDING NEW l{)USINGJ Pff:SE~ING 

THE ENVIffirtENT~ ENCOURAGING NEW INDUSTRY; AND OTHERr/ISE f{(INERATING OUR 

LIFES1YLE. 
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11-lE PHYSICIANS OF OUR NATION WILL AGf£E 11-lAT A HEALTHY NATION 

IS A MJRAL AND ETH I CAL NATION. ACCORDINGLY, ~£ MJST HAVE A REBI ITTH OF THE VALUES 

THAT FQCUSf]) TrE AI11IRATION (f TIE \>DRLD UP!JJ 11-lE STARS ftND STRiff:S, 

I KNOW THAT YE rftN COUNT ON OUR PHYSICI/WS TO HELP NOT a~LY WITH 

Tl£ ILLS OF THE SICK BlIT WITH THE ILLS (f THOSE WHO ARE O'JLY SICK IN SPIRIT o 
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YOU CAN HEIJ> INSTILL AN AITITIJDE ESSENTIAL FOR NATICW\L SELF-ESTEEM, AND I PJ'1 

CONFIIINT THAT YOU WILL PERCEIVE THAT A NATIQ~ SOUND IN MINDj BODY .J /\ND SPIRIT 

WILL FUSSESS THE FINEST HEALTH THAT GOD; IN HIS WISDJ1,, CAN GPNIT, 

YOU CANNOT 00 IT Alcr.JE I Vi£ MJST ALL SHARE. AS THEOOORE lmSEVELT 

PITT IT VERY Siri'LY 70 YEARS Affi: "THE ffiVERtfNT IS US; WE ARE THE ffiVERNfi:NT, 

YOU Nill I. II 

THANK YOU. 



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION CONVENTION 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
TUESDAY, JUNE 25, 1974 

FOR RELEASE tN TUESDAY P .M. s 

I appreciate this opportunity to address the American Medical 

Association. 

During my visit in 1972 to the People's Republic of China, the 

Chinese demonstrated with great pride their system of health care. I was told 

of the Chinese philosophy that a civilization is judged by the level of treatment 

given its sick. If the Chinese, with their vast population and limited resources, 

are placing such emphasis on medicine, the United States--which follows an 

entirely different political philosophy toward human values, must do even more. 

With our vast resources there is no excuse for a single American to be deprived 

of the finest treatment available. 

America's physicians follow the teachings of Hippocrates who recorded 

his failures as freely as he did his successes. Hippocrates lived in the period 

of the highest achievements of Greek intellect. This golden era in Greek 

civilization deteriorated -- and the deterioration was most obvious in the realm 

of medicine. Open inquiry and clear reason emanated from a climate of freedom. 

But when individualistic thinking was stifled, there emerged rival schools of 

medicine that were more interested in seeking converts for their dogmas than in 

seeking honestly for the truth. Medicine deteriorated when the freedoms of the 

ancient Greeks eroded. 

Today, even as in the time of Greek enlightenment, there remains a 

relationship between individual liberties and medical excellence. We live in a 

time of mounting pressures toward categorical and sweeping Government involvement 

in the practice of medicine. We face a complex challenge to which there is no 

easy answer. 

The A.M.A. has devoted itself to preservation of the quality of 

treatment available in the United States. You have assured us the finest health 

care in the world. But we face a rising outcry against the prohibitive costs of 

catastrophic illnesses and for more effective use and distribution of medical 

(more) 
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resources. This Administration is dedicated to the premise that the doctor 

should work for his patient and not for the bureaucrats in Washington, but it 

is also dedicated to the proposition, advanced by Abraham Lincoln, that Government 

must do for the individual citizen what he cannot do for himself. 

Last February, in response to compelling needs, we submitted legislation 

for the comprehensive health insurance plan. We would offer every American an 

opportunity to obtain a balanced, comprehensive range of health insurance through 

three major programs: Employee Health Insurance at place of employment; Assisted 

Health Insurance for low-income persons and those not eligible for other plans; 

and an improved Medicare Plan covering those 65 and over. 

The Administration health plan took a great step forward with the 

introduction of possibly compatible proposals by Senator Kennedy and Chairman 

Wilbur Mills of the House Committee on Ways and Means. Senator Kennedy had 

scrapped a much more controversial bill that he had championed for four years. 

There are also other proposals, including A.M.A. concepts. 

The important thing is that a willingness to compromise is apparent. 

As you know, I favor a free enterprise approach involving private and voluntary 

philosophies. Senator Kennedy would involve the Government in a mandatory role. 

The primary differences are in how to finance and administer the various health 

plans. But the important thing is that while reasonable men can differ, they 

can also compromise to reconcile viewpoints. We can work this out. I hope we 

do -- and the earlier, the better. 

If we do nothing to provide national health insurance -- especially 

in the area of catastrophic illness in this era of rising inflation -- we are 

issuing an invitation to those favoring the outright socialization of medicine. 

To avert such an eventuality -- that would jeopardize the quality of American 

medicine as well as our individual liberties -- the private sector must move to 

meet basic responsibilities. 

We have already heard from some proponents of a so-called veto-proof 

Congress. They say that they want no compromise health insurance legislation 

this year because they hope in November to so dominate Congress that next year 

they can dictate a veto-proof health policy of their choosing. These extremists 

fear the American tradition of compromise. They would prefer to defer coverage 

from thousands of seriously ill persons in order to gain political advantage. 

A new era in national health is clearly in the offing. We must approach 

this development in the spirit of mediation and moderation. The main priority 

is on getting the required care delivered as soon as possible. Just as we have 

(more) 
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recently surmounted rigid obstacles in foreign policy achievements, we can break 

through on a vital domestic issue. 

If there is a way for the private sector to administer and collect 

premiums for health coverage under pending legislation, I would favor such an 

approach. Yet, I am willing to listen to other approaches mindful that the clock 

is ticking and people are hurting. 

The Administration has now said that it is willing to make reasonable 

compromises to obtain action on health insurance. The Secretary of H.E.W. is 

working for affirmative action. I ask you today to consider the thoughts I have 

outlined. I ask you to keep the momentum going for a traditional America~ compromise, 

satisfactory to all parties, instead of an abdication to those who would impose a 

dogmatic formula through a "veto-proof" Congress they hope to elect come November 1, 

1974. 

We are aware of the great support the A.M.A. has rendered to medical schools. 

A total of 114 medical schools are now training 51,000 students. Only seven years ago 

we had 89 such schools and less than 33,000 students. I am aware of the significant 

A.M.A. contribution to increasing the supply and diversification of medical 

practitioners. You have done much to make a success of the National Health Service 

Corps which brings physicians to areas of greatest need. And your other contributions 

to America's health are of great significance. 

I would like to see Congress move affirmatively on health manpower 

legislation. We need more family practitioners, as you will agree. We are also 

seeking to expand and strengthen health planning in a manner to lessen bureaucracy 

and enhance State and local participation through a consortium concept. 

Focusing on inner city and rural hospitals, health facility project grants 

are pending for hospitals most in need. We also plan to increase cancer research as 

much as possible without damaging research in other vital areas. We want to take research 

achievements from the laboratory to the practicing physician's office in the shortest 

time frame possible. But we want also to go on depending on volunteerism and private 

enterprise that make American medicine so unique. 

We must find ways to minimize Federal involvement in delivery of health 

care and achieve a mutually helpful private/public partnership. In this search, 

however, it is essential that we avoid bureaucratic intervention between the doctor 

and his patient -- intervention that compromises the rights and privacy of both. 

I want to say a word about my new duties as Chairman of the Domestic 

Council Committee on the Right of Privacy. The notion of leaving the protection 

(more) 
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of individual privacy to Government officials has been compared to asking the fox 

to protect the chicken coop. But six months ago -- when the most intensive 

investigation ever focused on a nominee for the Vice Presidency was directed at 

me -- I awakened to the privacy issue in a very real and personal sense. I was 

one of the chickens. 

As chairman of the privacy committee, I am taking my responsibilities 

very seriously. I have already challenged the Government's General Services 

Administration on the massive computer network contemplated to provide a coast-to­

coast data retrieval system. It was to be called FEDNET. Federal protection of 

privacy is not yet developed to the point where we could prevent this from probing 

into the lives of individuals. I am pleased to say that this particular threat to 

individual liberties has now been shelved. 

But I remain concerned over the growing tendency to violate the privacy 

of patient and doctor alike. We are all too painfully aware of wiretapping, bugging, 

and even allegations that records in a doctor's office are no longer safe from 

intruders. Dr. Malcolm C. Todd, President-elect of the A.M.A. is deeply -- and 

rightfully -- concerned. 

Over the years, A.M.A. has developed a number of publications and other 

guidelines dealing with the preservation of the confidentiality of medical information. 

You have acted in the highest public service. 

Dr. Todd informs us that he is concerned lest the day come when the doctor 

will have to warn the patient of his rights just as a police officer must warn a 

criminal suspect. What a patient tells his doctor is increasingly affecting his 

chances of getting and holding a job, obtaining a loan, buying insurance, and even 

preserving his marriage. 

Technology has facilitated abuses. Insurance companies and credit bureaus 

are obtaining print-outs of the most personal data. Doctors are beginning to fear 

that some patients who need care may even become afraid to seek it. 

Privileged communication between patient and physician has been a sacred 

aspect of free societies since the days of Hippocrates. A physician should keep 

his patient's confidence -- even from inappropriate forms proposed by Washington 

bureaucrats. The computer has magnified the danger that the patient's confidence 

will be violated. 

I feel it is essential that the rights of privacy be safeguarded in any 

health insurance legislation -- or any other health legislation -- adopted by the 

Congress. I feel so strongly about this that I would suggest a special safeguard. 

(more) 
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Before building a nuclear reactor, we design safeguards for its use. We also 

require environmental impact statements specifying the anticipated effect of the 

reactor's operation on the environment. Prior to approving a vast medical 

information network affecting personal lives, we need a comparable privacy impact 

statement. We must consider the fall-out hazards to traditional freedoms. 

In my capacity as chairman of the privacy committee, I would like today 

to invite the A.M.A. to volunteer its expertise to the committee so we can recommend 

the most effective measures to safeguard information on patients. 

For 25 years I served in the Congress and watched the social planners enact 

one huge program after another. Rigid categorical standards were applied to people 

with a sweeping brush. Individualism was ignored. We began programming people 

before computers were invented. 

The time has come to show greater respect for individual liberties and to 

cease programming people as if they were unfeeling objects. This applies as fully 

to the private sector as to the Government. The physicians of America can render 

great service with their special sensitivity for the dignity of the individual, 

for human life, and for the unique contract between man and man . 

..llst as we need to preserve the quality of medical care, we need to preserve 

the quality of our life as a nation. Our body politic is healthy. We have in this 

great nation the idealism and the energy and the ability to heal ourselves. 

I fervently believe that a Nation able to offer peace to the warring peoples 

of the Middle East is capable of achieving a domestic disengagement from vindictive 

politics. Even as the armies of the Middle East have disengaged -- even as the 

Arabs and Israelis have lowered the level of blind hatred -- we must here in the 

United States find a way to go on living together. We must not only improve our 

health care but also overcome the disease of inflation while tapping new sources 

of energy, providing new housing, preserving the environment, encouraging new 

industry, and otherwise regenerating our lifestyle. 

The physicians of our Nation will agree that a healthy Nation is a 

moral and ethical Nation. Accordingly, we must have a rebirth of the values that 

focused the admiration of the world upon the Stars and Stripes. 

I know that we can count on our physicians to help not only with the 

ills of the sick but with the ills of those who are only sick in spirit. You can 

help instill an attitude essential for national self-esteem. And I am confident 

that you will perceive that a Nation sound in mind, body, and spirit will possess 

the finest health that God, in his wisdom, can grant. 

(more) 
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You cannot do it alone. We must all share. As Theodore Roosevelt put 

it very simply 70 years ago: 11The government is us; we are the government, you 

and I." 

Thank you. 

ti 11 fl 
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I appreciate this opportunity to address the American Medical 

Association . 

During my visit in 1972 to the People's Republic of China, the 

Chinese demonstrated with great pride their system of health care. 

I was told of the Chinese philosophy that a civilization is judged by 

the level of treatment given its sick. If the Chinese, with their vast ISZll ... • 

population and limited resources, are placing such emphasis on medicine 
political 

the United States --- which follows an entirely different/philosophy 

toward human values , must do even more. With our vast resources 

there is no excuse for a single American to be deprived of the finest 

~vailable[reatment ~ 

America's physicians follow the teachings of Hippocrates who recorded 

his failures as freely as he did his successes. Hippocrates lived in the 

period of the highest achievements of Greek intellect. ~llla~s golden 

era in Greefc civilization deteriorated --- and the deterioration was most 

obvious in the realm of medicine. Open inquiry and clear reason emanated 

from a climate of freedom. But when individualistic thinking was stifled, 

there emerged rival schools of medicine that were more interested in seeking 

converts for their dogmas than in seeking honestly for the truth . Medicine 

deteriorated when the freedoms of the ancient Greeks eroded 

Today, even as in -the time of Greek enlightenement , there remains ...._. 
a relationship between individual liberties and medical excellence . We 

. . 
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live in a time of mounting pressures toward It categorical and sweeping 

Government involvement in the practice of medicine. We face a complex 

challenge to which there is no easy answer . 

The A.M.A. has devoted itself to preservation of the quality of treatment 

available in the United States . You have assured us the finest health care in 

the world But we face a rising outcry against the prohibitve costs of 

catastrophic illnesses and for more effective use and distribution of 

medical resources. This Administration is dedicated to the premise that 

the doctor should work for his patient and not for the bureaucrats in Washington. 

But it is also dedicated to the proposition, advanced by Abraham Lincoln , 

that Government must do for the individual citizen what he cannot do fo r 

himself . 

Last February, in response to compelling needs, we submitted legislation 

for the comprehensive health insurance plan. We would offer every American an 

opportunity to obtain a balanced, comprehensive range of health insurance 

through three major programs: Employee Health Insurance at place of employment ; 

Assisted Health Insurance for low-income persons and those not eligible for 

other plans; and an improved Medicare Plan covering those 65 and over. 

The Administration health plan took a great step forward with the 

introduction of ........ Im! .. possibly compatible proposals by Senator Kennedy 

and Chairman Wilbur Mills of the House Committee on Ways and Means. Senator 

Kennedy had scrapped a much more controversial bill that he had championed for 

four years There are also other proposals , including A.M.A. concepts 

The important thing is that a willingness to compromise is apparent. 

As you know, I favor a free enterprise approach involving private and voluntary 

philosophies. Senator Kennedy would involve the Government in a mandatory 

. . 
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role . The prilnary- differences are in how to finance and administer 

the various health plans. But the lmportant thing is that while reasonable 

men can differ, they can also compromise to reconcile viewpoints We can 

work this out. I hope we do --- and the earlier.the better . 

If we do nothing to provide national health insurance --- especially 

in the area of catastrophic illness in this era of rising inflation we 

are issuing an invitation to those favoring the outright socialization of 

medicine . To avert such an eventual 't}' --- that would jeopardize the 

quality of American medicine as well as our individual liberties 

the private sector must move to meet basic responsibilities . 

We have already heard from some proponents of a so-called veto-proof 

Congress. They say that they want no compromise health insurance legislation 

this year because they hope in November to so dominate Congress that next year 

they can dictate a veto~proof health policy of their choosing . These 

extr~ists fear the American tradition of compromise. They would prefer to 
'-"""' 

defer coverage from thousands of seriously ill persons in order to gain 

political advantage . 

1 tll. ]I ~new era in national health is clearly in the offing . We 

must approach this development in the spirit of mediation and moderation . The 

main priority is on getting the required care delivered as soon as possible 

Just as we have recently surmounted rigid obstacles in foreign policy 

achievements, we--can break through on a vital domestic issue . 
~ 

If there is a way for the private sector to administer and collect 

premiums for health coverage under pending legislation, I would favor such 

an approach. Yet, I am willing to listen to other approaches mindful that 

the clock is ticking and people are hurting . 

. . 



-4-

President Nixon has now said that he is willing to make reasonable 

compromis~ to obtain action on health insurance. The Secretary of 

H.E.W. is pleading for action . I ask you today to consider the thoughts 

I have outlined. I ask you to keep the momentum going for a traditional 

~e) satisfactory to all partie;_, instead of an abdication to 

those who would impose a dogmatic formula through a "veto-proof" 

Congress ~ they hope to elect 

We are aware of the great support the A.M.A. has rendered to 

medical schools . A total of 114 medical schools are now training 51,000 

students. Only seven years ago we had 89 such schools and less than 

33,000 students I am aware of the significant A.M.A. contribution 

to increasing the supply and diversification of medical practitioners. 

You have done much to make a success of the National Health Service Corps 

which brings physicians to areas of greatest need . And your other 

contributions to America 's health are of great significance . 

I would like to see Congress move affirmatievely on health manpower 

legislation. We need more family practitioners, as you will agree. We 

are also seeking to expand and strengthen health planning in a manner to 

lessen bureaucracy and ~eah.ance State and local participation through a 

consortium concept 

Focusing on inner city and rural hospitals, health facility project 

grants are pending for hospitals most in need . We also plan to increase -cancer research as much as possible without damaging research 1*I. in ~er 

vital areas. We want to take research achievements from the laboratory 

to the practicisng physician's 
...... 

1'0$511ALf. -
office in the short~t' time fr am~ . 

A 
we want also to go on depen~ing on voluntarism and private enterprise .-..,.. 

But 

that 
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mak~ American medicine so unique . 

We must find ways to minimize Federal involvement in delivery of 

health care and achieve a mutually helpful private-public partnership 

In this search , however, it is essential that we avoid bureaucratic 

intervention between the doctor and his patient ---- intervention that 

compromises the rights and privacy of both . 

I want to say a word about my new duties as Chairman of the Domestic 

Council Committee on the Right of Privacy. The notion of leaving the 

protection of individual privacy to Government officials has been compared to~ 

asking the fox to protect the chicken coop . But six months ago ---when the 

most intense investigation ever focused on a nominee for the Vice Presidency 

was directed at me --- I awakened to the privacy issue in a very real and 

personal sense. I was one of the chickens . 

As chairman of the privacy committee , I am taking my responsibilities 

very seriously I have already challenged the Government's General Services 

Administration 1111- on the massive computer network contemplated to provide 

a coast-to-coast data retrieval system. It was to be called FEDNET. Federal 

protection of privacy is not yet developed to the point where we could prevent 

this from probing into the lives of individuals. I am pleased to say that 
f'A Ri\C.V£.19A. 

this threat to individual liberties has now been shelved . 
A 

But I :remain concerned over the growing tendency to violate the 

privacy of patient and doctor alike We are all too painfully aware of 

wiretapping, bugging, and even allegations that records in a doctor's 

off ice are no longer safe from intruders . Dr. Malcolm C. Todd, President-

elect of the A.M.A., is deeply --- and rightfully --- concerned . 

. . 
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over the years, A.M.A. has developed a ntDnber of publications and 

other guidelines dealing with the preservation of the confidentiality 

of medical information . You have acted in the highest public service 

Dr. Todd informs us that he is concerned lest the day comes when the 

doctor will have to warn the patient of his rights just as a police officer mustt 

warn a criminal suspect. What a patient tells his doctor is increasingly 

affecting his chances of getting and holding a job, obtaining a loan, 

buying insurance, and even preserving his marriage . 

Technolo~ has facilitated abuses . Insurance companies and credit 

bureaus are obtaining print-outs of the most personal data . Doctors 

are beginning to fear that some patients who need care may even become 

afraid to seek it . 

Privileged conununication between patient and physician has been 

a sacred aspect of free societies since the days of Hippocrates. A 

physician should MMX~MKfiMMXX keep his patient's confidence --- even from 
pgoPosc.P 

... inappropriate forms )\by WAshington bureaucrats . The computer 

has magnified the danger that the patients' confidence will be violated . 

I feel tllll: it is essential that the rights of privacy be safeguarded 

in any health insurance legislation or any other health legislation --

adopted by the Congress. I feel so strongly about this that I would 

suggest a special safeguard Before building a nuclear reactor, we 

design safeguards for its use. We also require environmental impact state-

ments specifying the anticipated effect of the reactor's operation on the 

environment. Prior to approving a vast medical information network affecting 

personal lives, we need a comparable privacy impact statement. We must 

consider the fall-out hazards to traditional freedoms . 

. . 
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In my capacity as chairman of the privacy committee, I would 

like today to invite the A.M.A. to volunteer its expertise to the 

committee so we can recommend the most effective measures to safeguard 

information on patients . 

For 25 years I served in the Congress and watched the social 

planners enact one huge program after another . Rigid categorical 

standards were applied to people with a sweeping brush. Individualism 

was ignored . We began programming people before computers were 

invented . ~e time has come to show greater respect for individual 

liberties and to cease progranuning people as if they were unfeeling 

objects• . This applies as fully to the private sector as to the 

Government . 3 3 3 ££ J j sbe physicians of America can render 

great service with their special sensitivity for the dignity of the 

individual, for human life , and for the unique contract between man and 

man . 

Just as we need to preserve the quality of medical care, we need to 

preserve the quality of our life as a nation . Our body politic is 

healthy. We have suffered a crisis of confidence But we have ~ in 

this great nation the idealism and the alllllk energy and the ability 

to heal ourselves. 
& 

I fervently belive that a Nation able to offer peace to the 
"'-

warring peoples of the Middle East is capable of achieving a domestic 

disengagement from vindictive politics Even as the armies of the 

Middle East have disengaged --- even as the Arabs and Israelis have 

lowered the level of rhetoric --- we must here in the United States find 

. . 
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a way to go on living together. We must ••• not only improve 

our health care but also overcome the lllllli't disease of inflation while 

tapping new sources of energy, providing new housing, preserving the 

environment, encouraging new industry, and otherwise regnerating 

our lifestyle . 

Tbe physicians of our Nation will agree that a healthy Nation is 

a moral and ethical Nation • Accordingly , we must have a rebirth of 

the values that focused the admiration of the world upon the Stars 

and Stripes 

I know that we can count on our physicians to help not only 

with the ills of the sick but with the ills of those who are only sick 

in spirit . You can help instill a n attitude essential for national 

self-esteem . And I am confident that you will aBllll ••lt(K perceive 

that a Nation sound in mind, body, and spirit will possess the finest 

health that God , in his wisdom, can grant . 

You cannot do it alone . We must all share . As 'fheodore 

Roosevelt put it very simply 70 years ago: ''The government is us; 

we are the government, you and I. " 

.. 




