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I Drn'T THINK I HAVE GlPNGED MJGl THESE PAST 12 f1MHS, NOR 

HAVE THE THOllHTS I TRY TO SHAff WITH GRADUATING STUIINTS. BUf I HAVE 

BE~ THE FIRST "INSTmT VICE Pf£SIIINT" lJ'IIER THE 25 "Fl JV!Uln'ENf TO THE 

ca'JSTITUfHJt PND YOO MAY BE Hfilf£STED IN HEARING A UTILE ABOOT 

OCTOBER 12, 1973, THE DAY THAT GlPNGED THE LIFE (f THE FORD F~ILY AS ---· 
MUG! AS THIS DAY WILL GlPNGE YOUR>. 

(lELf PHClJE STORY) 
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THAT \.£RY ~ffKENDAI HAD PL.mNED TO KEEP A LOOGST~DING PR0'1ISE 

TO VISIT OOR SQ\J JACK HERE AT Uf PH STATE (l'J r1¥ WAY TO A SPEJ'.\KING DATE IN -
PORTtA'ID, OREGOO. I THINK JAO< WJWfED rvt: TO SEE HIS CJIMJUS PAD BEFORE HIS 

r.UTHEP DID. A LOf IF PHFlE URGED r-'E TO Ui'JCEL THE TRIP fflD REMAIN IN -------------
HASHINGfaiJ SO THEY COULD BRIEF~ rn HCM TO BE A VICE Pl£SIIENT. BUT -- ~~ J f11k-rJ I ~, '' + 
PRESIIINT NIXrn SAID, "GO~' PND I DID. fl HIID A SHORT BUT HJWY 

u~ , v{. /,,, . . / Jt;l~ ~ ,;;;r 
REUNIQ\J WITH ~I A ffiJ OF v6u'. 

11 
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:z ~ r u..ve t. d 
~t1f ::JAO\ STf tt ff,8S A FEW -r-DITHS TQ. -Gl /.\ND THIS Tlr1: 11-IE 

PURPIBE Cf IW VISIT IS TO QJJGRATULATE Pl\ID TJlU< WITI-l YOU ~R> OF 

THE QASS Cf 1971 , YOUR PAl£NTS I FPMI LIES I FAQJLlY ~ FRIENDS Cf 

THE UNl\itRSITY 
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YOU HAVE E\t£PY rfAS(}J TO BE PROJD (f l{AGIING THIS ACJ\JIMIC 

MILESTCJIJE Pi'ID Cf THE SPLENDID INSTITlJfICJJ 1~1HIGl H(}JO~ YOO WITH ITS IEGffE., 

IN LESS THPN 9J YEPffi lJf PH STATEJ fllrnG WITH ITTHER BENEFICIMIES Cf THE 

FARSIGHTED LA~ GRA~ ACT Cf lffi2J HAS BECXff: Cl'IE Cf THE NATI(}J'S f'IBT 

ADV/lNCED MID DIVER:>IFIED INSTITITTirns OF HIGHER LEAFl'HNG JVfil HAS CCNfRIBUTED 

IN CCllNTLESS WAYS TO THE BElltf*NT Cf ClJR SOCIETY PND THE WORLD~ YOUR 

EXCEPTirnAL GllLD CENTER IS A f"'OI£L FOR SUGl ENLIGHTENED ENIIAVOR:>. A~ 

YUJR PffiSESSI(}J Cf THE BEEHIVE BOOT HAS EAA'f]) YOU crnsUERABLE f£NCMN (}J 

THE SPORTS PPGES. 
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I HA\f Al.J{ADY SPa<EN THIS YEAR WITH THE GRADUAlES (f MY ~ ALP1l\ 

MATER, THE ll'Jl\fRSI1Y Cf MIGIIG/\I'L N'ID (f EASTE~ ILlINOIS, TEXAS fW'l, N'ID 

THE AIR FORCE ACJfDt( I THESE Af£ ltl GfEAT S01CX)LS, N'ID THEY AfE ALL 

DIFFEIBIT, JUST AS lff PH STATE IS DIFFEfB'IT. DI\fR>I1Y IN EDUCATirn IS (}JE a= 

THE BASIC STRENGTHS Cf MRICA. rnE OF THE DIFFEl£NCES I SENSE moor lff tll ______ ___, 

STAlE IS THAT HEff YaJ CPN STILL FEEL THE EXCITING GIJlliNG: Cf THE MRICJi'J == ....,,,... 

~TilE Ml¥JNIFICENT H/l!IDN BEnffN GOD l'tID Mltl~ NATUI£ l'tID 

CIVILIZATHl'L WHIG! EXISTS Ni1ID YOUR RUlHD rnrrAINS A\ffi FERTILE VAllEYS 

#'ID BEThffN YOUR BUSTLING CITIES A'JD Ya.JR SILENT SKIES. 
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WHEN I FIR;T ·~WTHIS V/CMfRFUL PAAT a= UJR COOORY I WAS PBOUT YOUR 

P(JE" \WEVER I !BU~~ -- AS CFfEN AS I CA~ -- I Plv1. ffMI NIID THAT IT WAS 

A BIRTHRIGHT ~R (f THE EASTE~ EST/lJ3LISHrv£Nf, HORACE GfHlEY, M-10 

PffiJU\RIZ£IJ TI£ PHRASE "ffi \>EST, YOO'lG t!N'l." Bur /n WPS BR!Gll\"1 Y~G 
I 

WHO ~ *IEff TO STCP I 
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I SUPPCSE THAT IS A Rru'ID.AJ30Uf WAY Cf lEUJNG YOU THAT YOU 

WI Ll GET A LITT Cf mvI CE ABOUf HCM TO Rlfi YOUR LI\lt:S FR~ A LOT OF YE:Ll-

~ING PECPI.£ , PM) IT IS vELl TO LISTEN TO IT POLilELY mu E\lt:N TM 

SCP£ Cf IT SO LCJlG AS YCll ITT? YOUR Ot~ EYES PMJ EARS A'ID MINIS CFEN PND 
; · ' ~ . 

00 va-IAT YOO THINK IS RIGHT. 
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ffi A MATIER (f FACT I I HAVE PIDJ (£ff ING QUilI A BIT OF FffE 

ADVICE ~SELF lJ\lILY I so I KNO~ HOtl YCJJ FEEL. 

THE PrIPLE M-10 a=FER rv£ MJVI CE Af£ rtffiTLY m FRI ENDS , WHETHER VE 

HAvt: ITT FO~Y OR NITT , SavE Cf THEM M-JISPER TO r-£ AT RECEPTHJJS , OR SHllif 

IN HOTEL LOBBIES, SCT1£ WRITE r-£ UJJG, ~EST LrnER3 OR Wlft OR lILEPHrnE 

r-£ lJ\lI AT NIGHT. SCf\£ SHAft THEIR crnCE~S WITH MILJJQ\JS rn lILEVISirn 

OR RADIO OR PRIITT THEM IN EDITORIALS OR COLLM'JS • 

. . 



WHATEVER ff PNS THEY USE I IM SUFf THEY WISH rv£ WELL mu I m 

GRATEFUL FOR THEIR caJNSEL. NOBODY IN PUBLIC CfFICE 00 HAVE TOO MNN 

CCJ~CIENTICIB CRITICS Nfil CftNDID CCJJJSELORS. 
k - · 

.AFTER SIX rrnrHS IN MY tEW JOB, THE KIND Cf ADVICE I tET ~ 

ALCNJ TWO MAIN LINES. FIRST, VJHY ~, I STCP FLYING AROJND 11-lE COlfITRY 

JIBING F£CPLE PND MPKING SPEEGlES ~D STAY IN WASHINGT~ OOING MY JOB? 

(' 
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AND SECO'JD, IF I MJST f'1PJ<E SPEECHES Pl'JD PE~IT PIISS QlfSTifl'JS va-IEl££R 

I GO, WrlY DO I UPHOLD THE Pff:SIIENT Cl'lE DAY Pl'ID ll1E NEXf DAY SIII wrrn 
---------

THE crnGIISS M-llot IS IELIBERATING HIS IrffAGt~? 
e' 

IN SHORT, Mff ~'T I SIT DCW'J ~ SHUT UP LI~ A GOOD VICE 

PfES IIBIT SHCXJLD I 
- __,.. __,,-- __,.. J __, -

. . 
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AS I SAY, I ft/lJ..LY 00 PPP!tCIAlE THESE ~Ll-r-£mING WM'HNGS BY 

~ FRIENDS -- I EVEN ITT THEM FRO'i MY FPMILY. BUT I HPPPEN TO THINK THAT 

WHAT I ft DOING IS , 1Y Jffi / THAT I~ FLOO DI f{Cfl Y FRQ\'1 IBE SOLEM'J OATH I 

TOOK TO SUPPOITT AS WCLL AS TO IIFEND IBE ~STITlJTI CN (f THE UNITED STAlES 

N'ID IBAT IT IS BOTH NECESSARY PND RIGHT AT THIS Tift'£ IN ClJR NATirn'S 

HISTORY'. AS FOR WHAT I SAY, IT IS WHAT I BELIEVE TO BE TRLE. 

-
~ 

,. 
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I HAVE AIJ>lAYS ENJm'ED #ID BENEFI1ED FRCT1 VISITING VARIOUS PARTS OF 

11-IIS GfB\T LA"ID Cf OURS mD TALKING lillli, AS YELL AS TO, MRICR.JS Cf JlJ.l KINDS 

Pl'ID Cf ,l\LL SH.ADES Cf CPINHJ't I LIKE TO LISTEN TO MRICJlJS -- ftND HCPE TO IN 

EVERY rnE Cf a.JR 50 STAlIS. I CAlIGORICJUY f£JECT THE IEM.mD THAT I LISTEN 

~LY TO THE STRIL£ITT VOi CES (J.I THE BmKS OF THE POfQ\1AC. I Nv1 Nor GOING TO 
. -

BMRICJlDE MYSELF IN WASHINGffN JUST BECPJEE I SUDIINLY FIND MYSELF BE.ARING ,. ---

HEAVIER BURI£ s a= OFFICIAL DUTIES PND POTENTIAL 1£sPrnsrn1uT1Es. 
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~ THE CCNfRARY, I Nt1 SIWLY GOING TO WORK A LllTLE HARIIR, A FEW 

ro~ HaJRS EVERY DAY, fflD 00 BITTH. I HPPPEN TO LIKE WORK, J'lND THAT IS Nor 

so UNUSUAL AS SCM: mncs THINK. I ALSO LIKE PECPLE, J'lND I LIKE TO LISTEN -----
TO ™EIR PROBIDE -- OR I WOULrn'T HAVE BEEN OOING IT FOR o YEftRS. SO I'M 

GOING RIGHT ~ rffTING MY FELLOtl CITIZENS AROJID THE CCXNfRY AS I HAVE 

ALREADY IOOE IN 3l OF THE 50 STATES I 

/ 

/ 
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IT IS NOT SO t'Urn WHAT I N'l TELLING ll1E MRI CPN PECPLE THAT 

~1ATTERS, Bur M-IAT IBEY. Af{ TELLING t'E. .AFfER 13 ELECTIO'JS I cm MJIESTLY 

CLAIM A FAIRLY GOOD EM FOR THE SO-CAU..ED VOIO: Cf 11-IE PECPLE. mD W1-JAT 

I HEM FRCT1 HftWAII TO NEW HJWSHift mD FRa1 Ufl\H TO GEORGIA mD FRrn 

MirnIG/.V'J TO a<LPHCM -- YES, EVEN IN MASS/tl1LSITTS -- IS A LOT DIFFEfUIT 
,. 

FRrn WHAT I HEAR IN WASHINGTO'J , D. C. f11'ID I LI~ IT A LOT BETIER. 
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Ni£RI CA~S ME lELLING ~ THAT aJRS IS A GREAT mD too) COJNTRY 

BITT/ rJf. THAT cm BECCM: G1£ATER mD BETTER IF VE AJ.l WORK HARD AT IT, 

ClJR F£CFLE ME STOOf a= HEAITT ltID rECEITT IN IDEmOR, OUR INS_!LTUTl~ 

M£ STRO'JG mD SCUID A~ THEY M£ NITT CRUfvBLING 00~ OR CRASH I NG ARa.IND US ----- --

RATHER THEY Alt rEALING DAILY WITH GffAT FifffJESS Cf PUWCSE WITH Barn ---- - - ----- -

ffiv£STIC JlID FO!£IGN DIFFIUJLTIES • 

. . 
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LIKE llJR mCESTORS WHO CROSSED ~KNa~ ~s #ID IfSERTS IN 

SEAR.GI a= FfACE /ll'ID FIH00'1 LIKE YOUR FATI-lERS PND GRmDFATI-lERS PMl LIKE 

sat£ (f YOU ~o f£CRCESED THE SEAS TO FI@ FOR PEACE J.'M) 11-lE Ff£EOCtl OF 

OTHER> j \it ME NITT TODAY WITHCUf FEARS /.'ND FAI Wl£S a YE HAVE CXJR SHAJ{ 

Cf DISalJRJmf:NT PND TPJffDY, AS HAVE MRI~ BEFOf£ US • 

. . 
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BUT VE JlLSO HAVE FAITil -- FAITH NOT (}JLY IN aJR fflIGIOUS -----· - - ----
TRADITI(J.JS IV'ID TIJE BASIC MJRJl VJUJES ~ TO ALL Cf 11-tEM -- PliT 
~- -------~---

FAITI! ALSO IN UJR mJSTITUfI(J.J Nill 11-tE UNIQlI POLITICPJ... fflD EC!JJCJ1IC --
SYSID1 IT SUSTAINS I --
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WE HAVE FAITH IN A HERITK-E a= I.PW A~ EQUAL JIBTICE WHirn 

HOLDS EVERY PERSC1'J INNOCENT UNTIL PRO'vEN GUILlY ~a'ill leSO'JABl£ DOUBT.J BlIT 

PLACES NCl'JE ABavE IBE LAW. WE HAVE FAIIB THAT IEIE~INATirn PND SHJm) 

PURPffiE LPN UNITE US AS A PHPl£ OORE TIU\N DIEFElfNCES OF RtlCE rfLIGIO'J) 

POLITICS OR PMTISPNSHIP CAN EVER DIVIII US. - -



HCM WELL CUR crnsTITLffICNAL SYSTEM WORKS WAS IE11'JSTRATED IlJRING 

THE PAST YEAR rID ,L\ffER A SADIINING SERIES OF EVENTS I WAS PIO<En BY 

PPESIJENf NIXCN TO FILL A VACfflCf IN THE VHI PffSIIINCf UNIER A NEW 

UNTRIED PROCEDU ftffER EXHJ\IBTI\£ INQUIRY 11-IE aJJGRE~ > WITI-1 rnLY A FEW 

DISSEITTING VOTE~ crnFIMD MY NQ'v1INATI~ AT THAT TlrvE I PLE1XfD MY PEST 

EFFOITTS TO BE "A f{Jll)Y crncILIATOR fV'JD CALM CO'MJNICATOR BffiffN THE \'MilE 

Ha.JSE PND C/lPITOL HILL,'' PEnflN THE IUUBLICPN PfESIIENT mD THE 

IfrOCRATIC mJGfESS, IN THE CXNfROVERSIAL CLIMATE Cf WASHINGTrn • 

. . 
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SO I ASK f1f FRIENDS JlID CClJNSELORS, W1-IY IS IT SO SURPRISING ____ ..,,..... 

TI-IAT I Scrf:TifvES VOICE THE VIEWPOIITT OF THE l£GISLATIVE BRPNGI Cf WHIG1 

I WAS A PART FOR A QUARlIR-CEITTLJRY, mD AT OTHER Tif'£S SEE llHNGS r1.JG1 ---
THE SM WAY AS THE GHEF EXEUJTIVE M10 GKSE rf , r1Y FRIEND FOR THE ---- ---
S~£ SP.AN Cf YEARS? 

. . 
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IN ALL 11-REE YEARS I HAVE NEVER SEEN A CO'ITROVERSY IN \441101 
. ------· 

Cl'JE SIJI WAS ALL WRCl'JG Pi'ID THE OTHER 100 PERCENT RI GITT: NOR HAVE I SEEN 

A Hlt'lPN BEING WHO WAS TOTALLY GOOD OR J.\J...Tcr£THER BAD TRUTH IS THE GUI 

THAT HOLDS GOVE~S TOCfTHER, A"ID CCWRCJvlISE THE OIL THAT MPJ<ES GOVE~f'ENT 

GO. 
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a.JR 11-llH SEPARATE BRJ.'l'JG1ES Cf GOVEffffm h£f£ IESIGNED TO G1EO< #ID 

BALANCE 001 ITrnER' S .ABUSES A'ID EXCESSES , BlJf NOT TO PRODUCE ST J\J..EW\TE _____ ... 

mD PARALYSIS~ SO I ~IIER IT~ DlJfY TO TRY mD HEAD ITT DEADLOO< 
' . ,,. ___.... ---- .._. 

Nill SEEK A r£ASrn.AB1£ IV'ID PRO\PT ffSOWfHJ~ Cf ll-lE N.tffiING WATERGATE 
--... --- -

ISSLE ll-lAT IS SAPPING ll-lE VPlU.ABLE TifvE Cf a.JR ELECTED LEAIERS, A"ID - - -- -
POLITICAL STltNGll-1 Cf CUR NATirn . 
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SO LC!'JG AS I HAVE THE PHYSICJl CPf>fiBILilY JlID SO L(JJG AS I cm 

CQ\ITRIBUTE TO 11-IE CLIMATE Cf ftASCJJ IV'ID TRUTH IN 11-IIS rruITRY, I WILL IUAAIN 

flt( 00 ww} Lv M'{ Ml CJm!)IWD SPEJIK m Ml CCM'ICTHl'lS. PITT YClllffi.F 

IN r-tr' BOOTS -- 111-lAT WUILD YCll 00? I KNOil YaJ WUILD BE; FAIR,~ /WD \ 

CfflSTRUCTIVE. 11-IAT IS MY OBJECTIVE. 



. . 

HAVING al'JFIIEJ TO YUJ SO'£ a= THE DIFFIUJLTIES I HAVE IN TPKING THE 

BEST-Imt:NTICTfl) ADVICE, /lND HAVING till) UP rrffiT OF MY TIM: OOING IT , LIT rJE 

lIAVE YCU WITH A FINJ\J... CCUJSEL. NOTHING THAT HAS HPPPENED IN YUJR COU£GE 

YEARS IS f1Jlf SI~IFIUWT THJ'i'J THE FIRST STEPS PII:SIIINT NIX~ fflD 

SECITTARY KISSINGER HAVE M.AI£ TCMARD A JIBT mD DURPBlE PEACE. THE SHAIDI Cf 

WM HAS HUNG OVER EPCH Cf YOU SINCE YCU WEI£ BO~ . IN MY 00 LIFETI~ PND I 

~'T FEEL TOO A~~IOO -- rvDRE THffl 600,(XX) MRIC'JV'JS HAVE DIED IN FOOR WARS. 
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M PffSirtNT lEA\itS DAY JTIER HMJRROd CfYmDAY) ll'J A MISSirn Cf 

PEACE TO NAIL~ THE TfU'ENDaJS ACClWLISHtfNT Cf HIS SECITTARY OF STATE IN 

BRINGING JlBOUT A CEASE Fiff IN THE MIDDLE EAST. EVERYBODY THOOffif THIS 

IriFffiSIBlf , JUST AS A FEW YEAAS P60 EVERYBODY THOOGHT IT IMJIBSIBlf TO END 

THE ~RICA~ INVOL\mNf IN VIETNftM BITTH OF 11-lESE GIPNf SlEPS rn THE L(}JG 

ROAD TO PE~PNENT PEACE MPJ<E THIS CQ'vIDJCEl'£'IT DAY OF YOU~ /1N EXTRA JOYU£ 

OCCASIOO. 
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AU_ MRICJINS AH: PROOD Cf THE DIPLQ\'lATIC SKILL Pl'ID SUCCESS OF OUR G!tAT 

SECITTAAY (f STAlE, HENRY KISSINrfR, BUT I TRUST, IN JU FAIRNESS, THAT \\£ 

f{CffiNIZE THE GUIDING ROlf OF Pf£SIIENT NIXClt VE PRAY FOR CUR PffSIIDIT'S 

SllfETY fflD SUCCESS IN THE MIDDlf EAST IV'ID Cl'J HIS FOITTHCQ\1ING TRIP TO flffiCCM. 

JUST AS NEITHER LINCOLN NORG~ CCXJLD HAVE wrn THE CIVIL WAR WITHOUT THE 

OTHER ~ OONOf DIVIII THE PEACEM<ING AGH~S OF RirnARD NIXrn fflD -
HENRY KISSINlfR THAT BEG/l'J WITH THE HISTORIC INITIATIVE TO REatN 
~-- -

COVMJNICATHJ'JS WITH rnINA'S MAINIJND. 
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BUILDING A NEW STRUCTUJE a= PEACE IN THIS NUCIIAR-AMD 

WORLD a~ ltALISTIC lE~ IS GOING TO BE A LO'JG PND DIFFIOJLT TASK THAT WILL 

IIMPND THE BEST EFFORTS OF YOUR GENERATICX'J PND a= MINE. I BELIEVE YOU HA\£ 

THE OCTE~INATICJ'L THE PATIENCE PND THE UNIERSTPNDING TO CXWLEfE THE WORK 

~ HAVE BEGIJN. YCXJ Aft STARTING THAT GJEAlEST OF EARTHLY ADVENTURES -- PN --
ADULT LIFE IN THE SERVICE OF GOD PND YCXJR FELLOtl MPN . MAY YOU ,AL)Q ~CM 

THE Gl£A1EST BLESS ING - A LI FE a= PEACE I ---· 



DRAFT OF COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS FOR UTAH STATE 

Acknowledgements. 

This is the fifth Commencement address I have made this 

season to university seniors. A year ago I hardly got that many 

invitations from high schools. 

I don't think I have changed much these past 12 months, 

nor have the thoughts I try to share with graduating students. 

But I have become the first "instant Vice President" under the 

25th Amendment to the Constitution. And you may be interested 

in hearing a little about October 12, 1973, the day that changed 

the life of the Ford family as much as this day will change yours. 

(Telephone story.) 

That very weekend I had planned to keep a longstanding 

promise to visit our son Jack here at Utah State on my way to a 

speaking date in Portland, Oregon. I think Jack wanted me to 

see his campus pad before his Mother did. A lot of people urged 

me to cancel the trip and remain in Washington so they could 

brief me on how to be a Vice President. But President Nixon 

said, "Go ahead" and I did. I had a short but happy reunion 

with Jack and a few of you. 

But Jack still has a year to go and thi• time the purpose 

of my visit is to congratulate and talk with you members of the 

Class of 1974, your parents, families, faculty and friends of 

the University. 

(MORE) 
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You have every reason to be proud of reaching thia academic 

milestone and of the splendid institution which honors you with 

its degree. In leas than 90 yeara Utah State, along with other 

beneficiaries of the farsighted Land Grant Act of 1862, baa 

become one of the nation's moat advanced and diversified inati

tutiona of higher learning and has contributed in countlaaa ways 

to the betterment of our society and the world. Your Exceptio~al 

Child Center ia a model for such enlightened endeavors~ And your 

possession of the Beehive Boot has earned you considerable 

nenown on the sports pages. 

I have already spoken thia year with the graduates of my 

own Alma Mater, the University of Michigan, and of Eastern Illinois, 

Texas A ' M, and the Air Force Academy. These are all great 

schools, and they are all different, just as Utah State is dif

ferent. Diversity in education ia one of the basic strengths of 

America. One of the differences I sense about Utah State is 

that here you can still feel the exciting challenge of the American 

West, the magnificent harmony between God and ~, between Nature 

and Civilization, which exists amid your ruqged mountains and 

fertile valleys and between your bustling cities and your silent 

skies. 

When I f irat saw this wonderful part of our country I 

was about your age. Whenever I return -- as often as I can I 

am reminded that it was a birthright member of the Eastern 
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Establishment, Horace Greeley, who popularized the phrase 

"Go West, Young Man." But it was Brigham Young who knew where 

to stop. 

I suppose that is a roundabout way of telling you that 

you will get a lot of advice about how to run your lives from 

a lot of well-meaning people, and it is well to listen to it 

politely and even take some of it so long as you keep your own 

eyes and ears and minds open and do what you think is right. 

Aa a matter of fact, I have been getting quite a bit of 

free advice myself lately, so I know how you feel. 

The people who offer me advice are mostly my friends, 

whether we have met formally or not. Some of them whisper to 

me at reception•, or shout in hotel lobbies. Some write me 

long, earnest letters or wire or telephone me late at night. 

Some share their concerns with million• on television or radio 

or print them in editorials or columns. 

Whatever means they use I'm sure they wish me well and 

I am grateful for their counsels. Nobody in public office can 

have too many conscientious critic• and candid counselors. 

After six months in my new job, the kind of advice I get 

runs along two main lines. First, why don't I atop flying 

around the country meeting people and making apeeohes and atay 

in Washington doing my job? And second, if I must make speeches 
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and permit press questions wherever I go, why do I uphold the 

President one day and the next day side with the Conqreaa whioh 

is deliberating his impeachment? 

In short, why don't I sit down and shut up like a good 

Vice President should. 

As I say, I really do appreciate these well-meaning warnings 

by my friends -- I even get them from my family. But I happen 

to think that what I am doing is my job, that it flows directly 

from the solemn oath I took to support as well as to def end the 

Constitution of the United States, and that it is both necessary 

and right at this time in our nation's history. As for what ! 

say, it is what I believe to be true. 

I have always enjoyed and benefitted from visiting various 

parts of this great land of ours and talking with, as well as to, 

Americans of al~ kinds and of all shades of 02inion. Jr like to 
~ - - Ck /VJ 

listen to Americans -- and would hope tojin every one of our 50 

States. I categorically reject the demand that I listen only to 

the strident words on the banks of the Potomac. r=1 
! 

not 9oin to 1 
barricade myself in Washington just because I suddenly find myself 

bearing heavier burdens of official duties and potential respon

sibilities. 

On the contrary, I am simply going to work a little harder - ~ -~few more·boura every day~ do both. I happen to like work, 

and that is not so unusual as some cynics think. I also like 

people, and I like to listen to their problems or I wouldn't 

have been doing it for 25 years. So I'm going right on meeting 

my fellow citizens around the country as I have already done in 

34 of the 50 States. 

. . 



, .. 
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It is not so much what I am telling the American people 

that matters, but what they are telling me. ~tar 13 elections 

I can modestly claim a fairly good ear for the ao-called voice 

of the people. And what I hear from Hawaii to New Hampshire 

and from Utah to Georgia and from Michigan to Oklahoma -- yes, 

even in Massachusetts is a lot different from what I hear in 

Washington, D.C. And I like it a lot better. 

Americans are telling me that ours is a great and good 
' count.ry, but one that can become greater and better if we all 

work hard at it. our people are stout of heart and decent in 

demeanor. Our institutions are strong and sound and they are 

not crumbling down or crashing around us -- rather they are 

dealing daily with great firmness of purpose with both domestic 

and foreign difficulties • 

. ::J' ~ike our anceatora who crossed r 0 in search of peace and freedom, like 

unknown oceans and deserts 

your fathers and grandfathers 

and like some of you who recrossed the seas to fight ( ¢7 ys 1 1 e · 

aftd de11•k• tor peace and the freedom of others, we are not today 

without fears and failures. We have our share of discouragement 

and tragedy, as have Americans before us. 

But we also have faith -- faith not only in our religious 

traditions and the basic moral values conunon to all of them 

but faith also in our Constitution and the unique political and 

economic system it sustains. 

(MORE) 

.. 
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We ' bave faith in a heritage of law and equal justice whioh 

holds every person innocent until proven guilty beyond reasonable 

doubt, but place• none above the law. We have faith that deter

mination and shared purpoae can unite us as a people more than 

differences of race, religion, politics or partiaanahip can Tver~~ ,[} 

divide us. i~ 

How well our Constitutional system works wa emons~ 1ated 
se es pf 

durin9 the past year when after a '-.ii~ aaddenin941'••••J:~vent~ 

I was picked by President Nixon to fill a vacancy in the Vice 

Presidency under a new, untried procedure. After exhaustive 

inquiry the Congress, with only a few diasentin9 votes, confirmed 

my nomination. At that time I pledged my best efforts to be 

"a ready conciliator and calm communicator between the Whlee House 

and Capitol Hill," between the Republican President and the 

Democratic Congress, in the controversial climate of Washington. 

So I ask my friends and counselors, why is it so surprising 

that I sometimes voice the viewpoint of the Le<Jialative Branch 

of which I was a part for a quarter-century, and at other times 

see thinqa much the same way as the Chief Executive who chose me, 

my friend for the same span of years? 

In all those years I have never .9een a controversy in which 

one aide was all wrong and the other 100 percent ri9ht1 nor have 

I seen a human being who was totally good or altogether bad. 

Truth is the 9lue that holds government together, and compromise 

. . 
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the oil that makes government r three separate branches 

of government were and balance each other's 

abuses and excesses, roduce stalemate and paralysis. 

and head off deadlock and seek 

a reasonable and ution of the nagging Watergate issue 

that is sapping the valuabl of our elected leaders and 

political strength of our 

So long as I have e physical capability and so long as 

I can contribute limate of reason and truth in this country, 

I will remain my own man hna fly my own course and speak my own 

convictions. Put yourself in my boots -- what would you do? I 

know you would be fair, candid and constructive. That is my ob

jective. 

Having confided to you some of the difficulties I have in 

taking the beat-intentioned advice, and having used up most of 

r 

my time doing it, let me leave you with a final counsel. Nothing 

that has happened in your college years is more significant than 

the first steps President Nixon and Secretary Kissinger have made 

toward a just and durable peace. The shadow of war has hung over 

each of you since you were born• ln my own lifetime -- and I don't 

feel too ancient -- more than 600,000 Americans have died in four 

wars. 

The President leaves - -'"!,!!:. •/.Monda/ on a 

mission of peace to nail down the tremendous accomplishment of 

his Secretary of State in bringing about a cease fire in the 

Middle East. Everybody thought this impossible, just as a few 

yeara ago everybody thought it impossible to end the American 

involvement in Vietnam. Both of these giant steps on the long 

.. 
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joyous occasion 

-8-

make thi l.JE.o~encement Day of yo~ a~:-:--..-. 

All Americans are proud of the diplomatic 

and success of our great Secreta State Henry Kissinger --------=-----trust, in all fairness, that we recognize the guiding role 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-----

Nixon. We~y for our President's safety and success 
'---~~-~-------~~ 

in the Middle East and on his fortJaocwin•~to Moscow. Just 

as neither Lincoln nor Grant could have won the Civil War •ithout 

the other, we cannot divide the peacemaking achievements of 

Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger that began with the historic 

initiative to reopen cOD111unicationa ~~ mainland. 

Building a new structure of peace in this nuc~armed 

world on realistic terms is going to be a long and difficult 

task that will demand the best efforts of your qeneratio of 

/ ...... ~~=-=--~ But I believe yO\l ha .. t:M deteraiaa~ion, the paUeaoe and) 
~c-

the understanding tb complete the work we have bequn. You are 

starting the greatest of earthly adventures -- an adult/life in 
------ - --

the ·service of God and your fellow man. 

greatest bleaain9J -- a life of peace. --
f I t 

.. 
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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDEl'lr GERALD R. FORD 
UTAH STATE UNIVERSITY COMME1~CE\1ENT 

LOGAN, UTAH 
JUNE 8, 1974 

FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY AT 9:25 A.M. SATURDAY, UTAH TIME 

You have every reason to be proud of reachiri.g this academic milestone .and 

of the splendid institution which honors you with its degree. In less than 90 

years Utah State, along with other beneficiaries of the farsighted Land Grant Act 

of 1862, has become one of the nation's most advanced and diversified institutions 

of higher learning and has contributed in countless wa:ys to the bettennent of our 

society and the world. Your Exceptional Child Center is a model for such 

enlightened endeavors. And your possession of the Beehive Boot has earned you 

considerable renown on the sports pages. 

I have already spoken this year with the graduates of my own Alma Mater, 

the University of Michigan, and of Eastern Illinois, Texas A & M, and the Air 

Force Acadeey. These are all great schools, and they are all different, just as 

Utah State is different. Diversity in education is one of the basic strengths of 

America. One of the differences I sense about Utah state is that here you can 

still feel the exciting challenge of the .American West, the magnificent harmony 

between God and Man, between Nature and Civilization, which exists amid your 

rugged mountains and fertile valleys and between your bustling cities and your 

silent skies. 

When I first saw this wonderful part of our country I was about your age. 

Whenever I return - as often as I can - I am reminded that it was a birthright 

member of the Ea.stem Establishnent, Horace Greeley, who popularized the phrase 

llGo West, Young Man. ;i But it was Brigham Young who knew where to stop. 

I suppose that is a roundabout way of telling you that you will get a lot 

of advice about how to run your lives from a lot of well-meaning people, and it 

is well to listen to it politely and even take some of it so long as you keep 

your own eyes and ears and minds open and do what you think is right. 

As a matter of fact, I have been getting quite a bit of free advice myself 

lately, so I know how you feel. 

The people who offer me advice are mostly my friends, whether we have met 

formally or not. Some of them whisper to me at receptions, or shout in hotel 

lobbies. Some write me long, earnest letters or wire or telephone me late at night 

Some share their concernf? with millions on television or radio or print them in 

editorials or colunms. 
(more) 



Page 2 

Whatever means they use I'm sure they wish me well and I am grateful for 

their counsels. Nobody in public office can have too many conscientious critics 

and candid counselors. 

After six nx>nths in my new job, the kind of advice I get runs along two 

main lines. First, why don't I stop flying around the country meeting people and 

making speeches and stay in Washington doing my job? And second, if I Il'll.lst make 

speeches and permit press questions wherever I go, why do I uphold the President 

one day and the next day side with the Congress which is deliberating his 

impeachment? 

In short, why don't I sit down and shut up like a good Vice President 

should. 

As I say, I really do appreciate these well-meaning warnings by my friends 

- I even get them fran my family. But I happen to think that what I am doing is 

my job, that it flows directly fran the solemn oath I took to support as well as to 

defend the Constitution or the United States, and that it is both necessary and 

right at this time in our nation's history. As for what I say, it is what I 

believe to be true. 

I have always enjoyed and benefitted fran visiting ~1ar1ous parts or t;:;;is 

g-eat land of ours and talking with, as well as to, Americans of all kinds and of 

ill shades of opinion. I like to listen to Arner~cans - and would hope to do so 

in every one of our 50 States. I categorically reject the demand that I listen 

)nly to the strident words on the banks of the Potomac. I am not going to 

ia.rricade myself in Washington just because I suddenly find myself bearing 

teavier burdens of official duties and potential responsibilities. 

On the contrary, I am simply going to work a little harder - a few more 

·tours every day - and do both. I happen to like work, and that is not so unusual 

t.S some cynics think. I also like people, and I like to listen to their problems 

- or I wouldn't have been doing it for 25 years. So I'm going right on meeting 

·.i.y fellow citizens around the country as I have already done in 34 of the 50 States. 

It is not so much what I am telling the .American people that matters, but 

vhat they are telling me. After 13 elections I can modestly claim a fairly good 

ar for the so-called voice of the people. And what I hear from Hawaii to 

ew Hampshire and from Utah to Georgia and from Michigan to Oklahoma -- yes, even 

. n Massachusetts -- is a lot different from what I hear in Washingt_on, D. C. And 

I like it a lot better. 

Americans are telling me that ours is a great and good country, but one 

~hat can becane greater and better if we all work hard at it . Our people are 
.;tout of heart and decent in demeanor. Our institutions are strong and sound and 
":.hey are not crumbling down or crashing around us - rather they are dealing daily 

"'lith great firmness of purpose with both danestic and foreign difficulties. 
(more) 
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Like our ancestors who crossed unknown oceans and deserts in search 

of peace and freedom, like your fathers and grandfathers and like some of you 

who recrossed the seas to fight for peace and the freed.an of others, we are not· 

today without fears and failures. We have our share of discouragement and 

tragedy, as have Arrericans before us. 

But we also have faith - faith not only in our religious traditions and 

the basic rroral values conm::m to all of them - but faith also in our 

Constitution and the unique political and economic system it sustains. 

We have faith in a heritage of law and equal justice which holds every 

person innocent until proven guilty beyond reasonable doubt, Ql,J.t places none 

above the law. We have faith that determination and shared purpose can unite . 

us as a people rrore than differences of race, religion, politics or partisan

ship can ever divide us. 

How well our Constitutional system works was dem::mstrated during the 

past year when after a saddening series of events I was picked by President Nixon 

to fill a vacancy in the Vice Presidency under a new, untried procedure. After 

exhaustive inquiry the Congress, with on!y a few dissenting votes, confirlred 11\Y 

nomination. At that time I pledged 11\Y best efforts to be 11a ready conciliator 

and calm ccmnun:icator between the White House and Capitol Hill," between the ·,. 

Republican President and the Democratic Congr>ess, in the controversial climate 

of Wash:Li.gton. 

So I ask 11\Y friends and counselors, why is it so sut•prisirig that I 

sometimes voice the viewpoint of the legislative Branch of' whieh I was a part 

for a qu.o:'!'ter-c;;:;ntur·y, and at other times see things much the same wa:y as the 

Ch.tef Executive who chose me, 11\Y friend for the same span of yetrrs? 

In all those ~rears I have never S.$en a controversy in which one side 1~ 

all wrong and the other 100 percent right; nor have I seen a hur:-ir.u1 being who \ 

was totally good or altogether bad. Truth is the glue tmt holds government 

together, and co:rprcrr.:Lse the oil that makes government go. Our three separ2t·3 

bra.."i.ches of government were designed to check and ba.lance each other's abuses 

anc. excesses, but not to produce stalemate a.'1.d para1ygis. So I consider it my · 

d~ty to try and head off deadlock and seek a reasonable and prompt resolution ~ 
' 

of the naggLvig Watergate issue that is sapping the valuable time of oilr elected: 

leaders and the political strength of our nation. 

So long as I have the physical capability and so long as I can contribute 

to the climate of reason and truth in this country, I will rem:Un 11\Y own man and 

fly my own course and speak 11\Y own convictions. Put yourself in my boots --

\ 
\ 

. ..mat would you do? I know you would be fair, candid and constructive. 'lllat 
is my objective. 

(mre) 
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Having confided to you sane of the difficulties I have in taking the best

intentioned advice, and having used up most of my t:lme doing it, let me leave you 

with a final counsel. Nothing that has happened in your college years is more 

significant than the first steps President Nixon and Secretary Kissinger have made 

toward a just and durable peace. The shadow of war has hung over each of you 

since you were born. In my own lifetime -- and I don't feel too ancient -- more 

than 600,000 Americans have died in four wars. 

The President leaves Monday on a mission of peace to nail down the 

tremendous accomplishment of his Secretary of State in bringing about a cease fire 

in the Middle East. Everybody thought this :impossible, just as a few years ago 

everybody thought it impossible to end the American involvement in Vietnam. Both 

of these giant steps on the long road to pennanent peace make this Comnencement 

Day of yours an extra joyous occasion. 

All .Americans are proud of the diplanatic skill and success of our great 

Secretary of State Henry Kissinger but I trust, ·in all fairness, that we recognize 

the guiding role of President Nixon. We pray for our President 's safety and 

success in the Middle East and on his forthcoming trip to Moscow. Just as neither 

Lincoln nor Grant could have won the Civil War without the other, we cannot divide 

the peacemaking achievements of Richard Nixon and Henry Kissinger that began with 

the historic initiative to reopen camnunications with China's mainland. 

Building a new structure of peace in this nuclear-armed world on 

realistic terms is going to be a long and difficult task that will demand the 

best efforts of your generation, and of mine. But I believe you have the. 

determination, the patience and the understanding to complete the work we have 

begun. You are starting the greatest of earthly adventures -- an adult life 1in 

t;he service of God and your fellow man. May you also know the greatest blessing 

-- a life of peace. 

# # # 




