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IN THE PRE-DAWN HOURS OF THAT FATEFUL DAY) WAVE AFTER 

WAVE OF C-47s PASSED OVER THE CHANNEL COAST) AND PARATROOPERS 

HURLED THEMSELVES INTO THE DARKNESS OF THE FRENCH SKIES. GLIDER­

BORNE INFANTRY DROPPED SILENTLY BUT NOT ALWAYS SAFELY INTO THE 

FIELDS BEHIND THE GERMAN LINES. 
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NORMANDY WAS A COMBINED OPERATION. IT COULD NOT HAVE 

BEEN ACHIEVED WITHOUT ALLIED GROUND FORCES FIGHTING THEIR WAY 

ACROSS THE BEACHES. NEITHE~COULD IT HAVE SUCCEEDED WITHOUT THE 

NAVAL FORCES THAT GOT THEM TO THE BEACHES ANDJ BY COVE(ING FIRE) 

HELPED TO KEEP THEM THERE. HOWEVER) ITS SUCCESS ALSO RESTED ON 

THAT UMBRELLA OF AIR COVER THAT GAVE CONTROL OF THE SKIES OVER THE 

ENGLISH CHANNEL AND THE FRENCH COAST TO THE ALLIED FORCES. THAT 

AIR SUPREMACY WOULD ENSURE THE SUCCESS OF THE INVASION WHICH WAS 

THE BEGINNING OF THE END OF THE THIRD REICH. IN LESS THAN A YEAR 

AFTER NORMANDY) THE WAR IN EUROPE WOULD BE OVER. 
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IT WOULD TAKE LONGER TO SECURE THE PEACE IN THE PACIFIC. 

BUT THERE) AS IN EUROPE) AIR) SEA AND LAND FORCES WOULD SUCCESSFULLY 

CONCLUDE THE GREATEST MILITARY TASK UNDERTAKEN IN THIS NATION'S 

HISTORY. I 
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IN THE THIRTY YEARS SINCE THAT LONG DAYJ THIS COUNTRY 
~ ~ 

HAS FOUGHT IN KOREA AND SOUTHEAST ASIA TO MAINTAIN A FRAGILE WORLD 

PEACE~THAT FRAGILE PEACE HAS BEEN CHALLENGED NOT ONLY BY WAR BUT 

BY MANY SUCCEEDING CRISES---THE BERLIN AIRLIFT IN 1948~THE LEBANON 

CRISIS IN 195~ THE BERLIN CRISIS IN 1961,~AND THE CUBAN MISSILE 

CRISIS IN 1962} TO MENTION SOME BUT NOT ALL. 




















































