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If the Democrats make a net gain of 100 seats in the House,
we will be back where we were in 1936.

It means that the Democrats would have 346 House members
while Republicans hold only 87.

It means a "veto~-proof" 94th Congress next January -- a
Congress that would be running the country through a lopsided power
over the ability to legislate and spend.

It means a Congress so defileclent in Internal balance through
a huge 1nflux of freshmen Democrats that a mandate will be seen for a
new wave of inflationary spendlng. '

I recall all too vividly what happened in 1964. The
Democrats gained 40 House seats -- giving them a total of 295 against
140 Republicans. We had two years of unsound legislation rammed
through Congress by a vigorous Presldent and a rubber-stamp House and
Senate. The Pandora's box of inflation was opened. Interest rates
began to climb., The value of the dollar began to decline. And we
have been trying ever since to repalr the damage.

We recovered some ground -- but not enough -~ in 1966,

We found good candldates. We elimlinated party differences. We
railsed money. We went out and worked. And we made a net gain of 47
Republicans in the House. To the extent that this righted the
imbalance, we prevented legislation that could have been even less
desirable than some adopted.

Our Party faced adversity before. We are strong becéﬁse
we have sound principles that spring from Amerilcan tradition and
common sense. We have good people. And the ability to come back
fighting.

I do not minimize the losses we have suffered in special
elections of recent months. We have been taught a 1essoﬁ. It is
clear that we must resolve to stay in the game and put a winning team
in the field. This cannot be done by pOInting fingers and wringing
hands. It can be done by organizing, unifying, mobilizing, and
working together to draw a line of resolve -- a line that proclaims
we will be pushed no further.

Let us begin by rallying around the outstanding candldates
our party offers here in Oklahoma and by explaining the true

difference between Republicans and Democrats.

(more)
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It i1s no% encugh ©o say thaet Congress is sitting on vital
legislation or that the Democrats are walting until next January when
they feel they will no longer have to make compromises. We must
pinpoint, for instance, the energy bills essential if we are to
become self-sufficient. Out of 17 important energy measures, only
one -- the Alaskan pipeline -- was approved. .

The Democrats are waiting for 1975 and a "veto-proof"
Congress to intervene in the energy industry, obviously with deep
new Federal involvement in controlling the o0il business of Oklahoma.

Let us look at some other areas where the Presldent has
tried to move us forward. We believe very strongly in local control
and individual rights. We are seeking legislation for better schools,
better communities, bettervtransportation, and better health. 'Our
idea is to move decislon-making processes away from the categorical

generalizations of Washington bureaucrats back to neighborhoods and

- communitiles directly concerned.

Our philosophy of revenue sharing gives people more say 1nf‘
the use of thelr tax dollars. We can be proud of our domestic
program. And we can warn that Democrats have all too often imposed
such unfair and impractical policies as forced busing of school
children and other measures that helped to deteriorate the quality of
education and American life in general. ’

We must do more than cite the Democrats' deficiencies. We
must also show what we are doing creatlvely to solve the energy
problem and to deal with inflation. It is up to us to offer
remedles for rising food prices. And we must explain how food
production is being increased by Administrative policies.

New Federallsm means power at home -~ not power on the
Potomac. This is consistent with the national desire to renew our
communities, to redeem America, to restore the quality of American
life. It is a solid base from which to campailgn.

I do not subscribe to those who peddle despair and defeat.
I am proud to be a Republican -~ and to be involved in this
Administration. But that is not to say we are perfect. We must
correct what 1s wrong, strengthen what is right, and move forward
rather than backward. That will facilitate the modern domestic

program essential to solve Federal, State, and local problems in the

next decade.
(imnore)
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American free enterprise and individual incentive have made
~the q§4t3d~8tates the greaﬁgst“Nation on earth. Let us never forget
’“éﬁe Republican componeﬁt of Amerlcan greatness.

This Administration has extricated us from the war in
Vietnam. We achleved peace and liberated our brave men who suffered
so long as prisoners of war. We are moving forward toward new and
peaceful relationships with the Soviet Union and the People's
Republic of China.

By a masterpiece of diplomacy, we separated the armies of
Egypt and Israel, averting a catastrophe that could have inflamed the
whole world. We are now using our good offices to bring about a
disengagement of Syrian and Israell forces.

Just as we have progressed in our dealings with other
nations, we will maintain economic growth while winding down inflation.
We will surmount the short-term impact of the energy crisls and
achieve self-sufficiency for our long-term needs.

We wlll reduce Federal control and open a new era of
achievement in State and local governments. The body politic of
America 1s healthy. It contains the strength to heal itself and to
find renewed vigor and energy. At the very moment that we are
addressing ourselves to the grave problem involving the Presldent, we
are moving ahead both at home and abroad to assure a better 1life for
all Americans.

We are entering, in this. last quarter of the 20th Century,
an era of peace and progress. To have peace, we must be capable of
defense to deter aggression. This 1s why we must not elect men to
Congress who would invite war by undermining our capaclity for self-
defense. We need to remember that we have the best candidates and
the best policies.

I am not downhearted over the fate of the Republican Party -
or the fate of America. Adversity has sharpened our resolve. The
time has come to advance, not retreat. The tlme has come to be more
aggressive. The time has come to encourage others to belleve in us -=-
’because we have found new faith in ourselves.

Let the Republican victory march of 1974'beg1n in Oklahoma
and let the Oklahoma winds sweep us to victory across the Nation.

I thank you.

###



REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
TULSA, OKLAHOMA G.O.P. DINNER
SATURDAY, APRIL 27, 1974

FOR RELEASE IN SUNDAY A.M.'S

Oklahoma -~ a State that has produced a winning football
team -- is golng to produce a winning Republican ticket this
November. You have energy not only in your oilfields, but also on
your football filelds.

At the top of the ticket is yéur distinguished Senator
Bellmon who is so highly regarded in Washington. He is known for his
dedication to honesty in Government. He 1s respected as one of the
Senate's foremost agriculture experts. He is sought after for his
knowledge of o0il and energy. And he is entirely devoted to service
to the State of Oklahoma.

You willl also make me happy by returning Happy Camp to the
House.

I am pleased to take part Iin this Statewide campaign
kickoff for our Party in Oklahoma because your State is high on the
list of places where we are going to win in November. I am seeking
a way of transfusing the winning Okle energy into our Party from
coast to coast.

Oklahoma 1s not going to permit the Democrats to campalgn
only on the lssue generated about President Nixon. Their strategy
ls to keep plcking on the President to turn November Into a national
referendum on Watergate. They want to run against a Republican
President who 1s not even on the ballot in Oklahoma or any other
state. They are apparently afrald to run on the issues facling the
country in direct confrontatlion with individual Republican candldates.

LLet us resolve here today that the Democrats are not going
to get away with setting the rules and calling the signals for the
November election. - e

Let us return to the A.B.C's of politics and reject the
2ndless exploitation of the controversy that has been generated about
our President. The President 1s entitled to a fair and impartigl |
nearing. Let us demand that he be accorded every right to ﬁresgnt

(more)
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11s side of the story and to preserve the office ¢of the Presidency:

But i1f we permit qurselves to be dragged into non-stop
iebates over an issue tuat should praoperly be resolved by the Congress
in accordance with the Constitution, we will allow the Democrats to
win che 'TL4 elsctdiofs by default. These elections must be decided on
the individual merit of candldates and the basic differences between
the two parties. We cannot let the Watergate issue be turned into a
smokescreen that wili eonceal the real November electlon 1ssues from
coast to coast.

The Republican Party must openly and honestly offer its
programs in a spirit of fairplay to all concerned. I have proviausly
3poken out against the individuals who did both the President and the
Republican Party great dlsservice when they allowed themselves such
excesses. We can win without the CREEP organizatlon. Its tactics
dishonored the Republican Party and the millions of citizens who
responded to ethical and praectical considerations and produced the
historic victory of 1972.

As .2 Republican, I am deeply concerned when political
prophets say we may lose as many a&s 100 seats in the House of
Representatives and even lose some of our valuable Republican Senators.

As Vice President, whose duties are 1n both the executive
and leglslative branches, I am troubled not only about a loss for
our Party but a loss for our form of government. This must remain a
government of cheeks and balances. The syrvival of a viable two-
party system 1s essentilal.

Democrats are looking forward with relish to what they
call a "veto-proof" Congress. Already we hear that some super-
liberals want to stall agtion on such vital legislation as the Kennedy-
Mills health bill until 1975 because they feel that the Democratic
3ponsors are too near an accommodation with the Administration
position.

Super-liberals would thus defer health care sorely needed
by millions of Americans. They would neglect the sick for political
advantage in hopes of a new Congress loaded with proponents of
far-out soclal experimentation.

This year, 1974, -- not 1976 -- is the year of decision for
the survival of the two-party system in the United States.

(more)
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If the Democrats make a net gain of 100 seats in the House,
we will be back where we were in 1936.

It means that the Democrats would have 346 House members

while Republicans hold only 87. |

It means a "veto-proof" 94th Congress next January -- a
Congress that would be running the country through a lopsided power
over the ablility to legislate and spend.

! It means a Congress so deficient in internal balance through
a huge influx of freshmen Democrats that a mandate will be seen for a
new wave of inflationary spending. )

I recall all too vividly what happened in 1964. The
Democrats gailned 40 House seats -- giving them a total of 295 égainst
140 Republicans. We had two years of unsound legislation rammed
through Congress by a vigorous President and a rubber-stamp House and
Senate. The Pandora's box of inflatlion was opened. Interest rates
began to climb. The value of the dollar began to decline. And we
have been trying ever since to repalr the damage.

We recovered some ground -- but not enough -~ in 1966.

We found good candidates. We eliminated party differences. We
ralsed money. We went out and worked. And we made a net gain of U7
Republicans in the House. To the extent that this.righted the
imbalance, we prevented legislation that could have been even less
desirable than some adopted.

Our Party faced adversity before. We are strong because
we have sound principles that spring from American tradition and
common sense. We have good people. And the ability to come back
fighting.

I do not minimize the losses we have suffered in special
elections of recent months. We have been taught a lesson. It 1is
clear that we must resolve to stay in the game and put a winning team
in the field. This cannot be done by pointing fingers and wringing
hands. It can be done by organizing, unifying, mobilizing, and
working together to draw a line of resolve -~ a line that proclaims
we will be pushed no further.

Let us begin by rallying around the outstanding candldates
our party offers here in Oklahoma and by explaining the true

difference between Republicans and Democrats.

(more)
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It is not enough to say that Congress 1s sitting on vital
legislation or that the Democrats are waiting until next January whén
they feel they will no longer have to make compromises. We must
pinpoint, for instanée, i we energy bills essential 1f we are to
become self-sufficient. Out of 17 important energy measures, only
one -~ the Alaskan pipeline -~ was approved.

The Democrats are waiting for 1975 and a "veto-proof"
Congress to-intervene in the energy 1lndustry, obviously with deep
"new Federal involvement invcontrolling the 0il business of Oklahoma.

Let us look at some other areas where the Presldent has
tried to move us forward. We believe”verywstnongly‘in local control
and individual rights. We are seeking legislation fcf better~schools,
better communities,/bettéf/éransportation, and better health. Our
idea is to mové”aécision-making processes away from the categorical
generalizations of Washington bureaucrats back to neighborhoods and
communities directly concerned.

Our philosophy of revenue sharing gives people more say in
the use of their tax dollars. We can be proud of our domestic
program. And we can warn that Democrats have all too often imposed
such unfair and impractical policies as forced busing of school
children and other measures that helped to deteriorate the quality of
education and American life in general.

We must do more than cite the Democrats' deficienciles. We
must also show what we are doing creatively to solve the energy
problem and to deal with inflation. It is up to us to offer
remedies for rising food prices. And we must explain how food
production is being increased by Administratiam policies.

New Federalism means power at home -- not power on the
Potomac. This 1s consistent with the national desire to renew our
communities, to redeem America, to restore the quallty of American
life. It is a solid base from which to campaign.

I do not subscribe to those who peddle despair and defeat.
I am proud to be a Republican -~ and to be involved in this
Administration. But that is not to say we are perfect. We must
correct what 1s wrong, strengthen what is right, and move forward
rather than backward. That will facilitate the modern domestic

program essentlal to solve Federal, State, and local problems in the

next decade.
(more)
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American free enterprise and individual incentive have made
--the Unlted States the greatest Nation on earth. Let.us never forget
‘éhé Republican component of American greatness.

This Administration has extricated us from the war in
Vietnam. We achleved peace and liberated our brave men who suffered
so long as prisoners of war. We are moving forward toward\new and
peaceful relationships with the Soviet Union and the People's
Republic of China.

By a masterpiece of diplomacy, we separated the armies of
Egypt and Israel, averting a catastrophe that could have inflamed the
whole world. We are now using our good offices to bring about a
disengagement of Syrilan and Israell forces.

Just as we have progressed in our dealings with other
nations, we will maintain economic growth while winding down inflation.
We will surmount the short-term impact of the energy crisils and
achieve self-sufficiency for our long-term needs,

We will reduce Federal control and open a new era of
achievement in State and local governments. The body politic of
America 1s healthy. It contains the strength to heal itself and to
find renewed vigor and energy. At the very moment that we are
addressing ourselves to the grave problem involving the President, we
are moving ahead both at home and abroad to assure a better life for
all Americans.

We are entering, in this last quarter of the 20th Century,
an era of peace and progress. To have peace, we must be capable of
defense to deter aggression. Thils 1s why we must not elect men to
Congress who would invite war by undermining our capacity for self-
defense. We need to remember that we have the best candidates and
the best policies.

I am not downhearted over the fate of the Republican Party -
or the fate of America. Adversity has sharpened our resolve. The
time has come to'advance, not retreat. The time has come to be more
aggressive. The time has come to encourage others to believe 1In us --
because we have found new falth in ourselves.

Let the Republican victory march of 1974 begin in Oklahoma
and let the Oklahoma winds sweep us to victory across the Nation.

I thank you.
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