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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Statement bv Vice President Gerald R. Ford

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Paul Miltich:

I have talked with Jim Sparling, the Repub

456-2364

an candidate,

and he has informed me that Watergate was only one factor and not
the primary factor in the election result
of Michigan.

the Eighth District

He told me the chief reason for the defeat was that

the unions did a tremendous job of getting out the Democratic vote,
and the Republican organization did not do as well.

As for the

President's visit to the Eighth District, Sparling

lt it helped.

My own observation is that before the President's visit Sparling
was about 8 or 9 percentage points behind in the polls and in the
final result he wound up about 3.6 percentage points behind.

So

seems clear to me that the President's visit was beneficial to
the Repub

can candidate.

# # #

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT
WASHINGTON, D. C.

Statement by Vice President Gerald R. Ford

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

I

CONTACT:
Paul Mi ich;

456-2364

have talked with Jim Sparling, the Republican candidate,

and he has informed me that Watergate was only one factor and not
the primary factor in the election result in the Eighth
of Michigan.

strict

He told me the chief reason for the defeat was that

the unions did a tremendous job of getting out the Democratic vote,
and the Repub

can organization did not do as well.

As for the

President's visit to the Eighth District, Sparling felt it helped.
My own observation is that before the President's

sit Sparling

was about 8 or 9 percentage points behind in the polls and in the
final result he wound up about 3.6 percentage points behind.
seems clear to me that the President's
the Republican candidate.
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sit was benefic

So
to

Patsy: The following is the VP's comment on the Michigan 8th District loss,x as
well as I can recall it.

I have talked with Jim Sparling, the Rp publican candidate, and he

11

has informed me that Watergate was only one factor and not the primary factor
in the election result in the Eighth District of Michigan.

He told me the chief

reason for the def eat was that the unions did a tremendous job ofg getting out the
Democr~tic JCllll[

vote, and the Republican organization did not do as wello

the President's visit to the Eighth District, Sparling felt it helped.

As for

My own

observation is that before the President's visit Sparling was about 8 or 9 percenGage
points behind in the polls and in the final result he wound up about 306 per centage
points behind. So it seems clear to me that the President's visit was bEneficial
to the Republican candidateo
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