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YOUR CLUB HAS MANY DISTINCTIONS. 
YOU HAVE SURMOUNTED THE PROBLEMS THEY HAVE 
IN IRELAND BY TAKING TURNS IN YOUR ' 
PRESIDENCY) ALTERNATING CATHOLIC AND 
PROTESTANT ADMINISTRATIONS. I UNDERSTAND 
THAT YOU ALSO HAVE SOME JEWISH HIBERNIANS. 

ft AM VERY PROUD TO COME TO THIS HISTORIC 
-me. 

AMER I CAN CLUB uH I CH INNOVATED MR ECUrJsEN I CAL 
SPIRIT LONG BEFORE THIS IDEA WAS TAKEN UP 
BY THE ORLD'S CHURCHES. I SEE WHY THEY 
CALL CHARLESTON "THE HOLY CITY'' • 

• 
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THE CI TY OF CHARLESTON HAS A MIND OF 
ITS O~N . AFTER ALL, YOU FIRED THE FIRST 
SHOT . NO~J I SEE WHO REALLY WON THE \~JAR 

BET~EEN THE STATES . ME 'DEL RIVERS ~ADE 

THIS THE BEST DEFENDED SINGLE AREA IN THE 
WORLD WITH SO MANY POWERFUL MILITARY 
INSTALLATIONS HERE THAT WASHINGTON VAS 
AFRAID YOU WOULD SINK INTO THE OCEAN . BUT 
MENDEL RIVERS PREVENTED THAT BY PUTTING 
POLARIS SUBMARINES UNDER THE VATER TO 
HOLD CHARLESTON TO THE SURFACE . 



• 
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YES, I AM GLAD TO BE IN THE GREAT 
STATE OF MIND THAT IS CHARLESTON --- WHERE 
THE ASHLEY A 10 COOPER RIVERS COME TOGETHER 
TO FOR~ THE ATLANTIC OCEAN. 
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THE STATE DEPARTMENT INFOR~ED ~E 

THAT YOU SPEAK A STRANGE LANGUAGE CALLED 
GEECHY ( GEE -CHEE) TALK . MAYBE I SHOULD 
HAVE BROUGHT SECRETARY KISSINGER TO 
TRANSLATE . BUT I AM SURE THAT FRITZ 
HOLLINGS) IN THE Bl -PARTISAN SPIRITJ WILL 
HELP IF NEED AR ISrs • 

• 
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AS A REPUBLICAN, I AM GRATEFUL TO 
THE HIBERNIAN SOCIETY FOR PROVIDING 
ACCO~.JiOOATION TO THE 1860 DE~.OCRATIC 

CONVENTION . STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS CAME HERE1 

DIVIDED HIS PARTY, AND MADE IT POSSIBLE 
FOR ABRAHAM LINCOLN TO WIN ON THE REPUBLICAN 

~~p l LJ~0£R To~\b"1 \t=91Co0LO 
'? , 

AsK A FAvoR. CouLO 'fou 
f\~RA..tLt To .. 8~ \-\o.rr 

to \HE l<\7' 0£.MocR?ffic 
CoN. VE ..iTi ot-1 ? 
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0 ' A ti.ORE SER I OUS NOTE, HO'~EVERJ 

WANT TO SHARE 'ITH YOU \4Y CONCERN FOR THE 

T v~O-PARTY SYSTEtv1 A 10 THE NEED FOR 

PRE SE RV I NG IT • THE A ,ER I CAN SCENE RE~u I RES 

THE DIVERSITY A D CHOICE OF TVO VIABLE A '0 

DISTINCTIVE PARTIES TO PRESERVE OUR FREE 

HERITAGE . 
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I AM GLAD TO 3E HERE TONIGHT BECAUSE 
YOU ARE SO VIVIDLY DB~.O STRATING '~HAT IS 

RIGHT I I TH A .• ER I CA . JUST AS . E ARE 
CELEBRATING THE ACCOMPLISH ENTS OF THE 
FABLED SAINT PATRICK IN DRIVING THE S 'AKES 
SUT OF IRELAND , LET US JO I ' TO DR I VE OUT 
THE DEMONS OF DOUBT ANO ESPAIR T AT AR 
HAUNTI G A~ RICA • 

. . 
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T E UNITED STATES TEl.PORARILY RA 
SHORT OF GASOLINE. BUT ~E NEVER RA' SHORT 
OF THE VILL AND A ILITY TO SUR . ~UNT 

JIFFICULTIES. AND E ~ ILL NOT. WE ARE ON 
THE RIGHT TRACK. "E KNOW · HERE E ARE 
GOING. A D WE HAVE WHAT IT TAKES TO GET 
US THER --- AMERICAN I ITIATIVE, fNo 1-HOVJJ 
COURAGE /PATRIOTIS AND PRIDE IN OURSELVES 
AND IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
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Atvt PROUD TO BE A Ati, RI CA ' . I 
ELI EVE THAT A ~ERICAN FREE ~NTERPRISE AJD 

INDIVIDUAL INCENTIV~ HAVE AADE THE 
UNITED STATES THE GREATEST NATION 0 EARTH • 

...... ~ 
/_ . <, 

u 

. . 
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I A~ PROUD TO BE A PART OF A' ADMINISTRA
Tl ON THAT EXTRICATED US FROM THE WAR IN 
VIETNA~1, ACHIEVING PEACE .'ITH HO 1QR AD 
LIBERATING OUR BRAVE ~E' HO SUFFERED SO 
LONG AS PRISONERS OF WAR. AND IT ALSO 
FILLS ~E ~I TH ENCOURAGE 11ENT THAT OUR All 0 ' 
IS MOVING TO ARD NE AND PEACEFUL 
RELATIONSHIPS WITH THE SOVIET UNION AND 
THE PEOPL 'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA • 

. . 
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3Y A i~AST RPI CE OF IPLO ACY, I 

SEPARATED T~ AR ,IES OF GYPTIA S AND 
ISRA LIS AVERT I G A CATASTROP. E T AT 
COUL HAVE INFLA1 .ED T "OL RLD • 

. . 
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JUST AS . ~ AVE PROGR~ssED I OUR 
0 ALINGS ~ ITH OTHER NATIONS , WE JILL 
RESOLVE TRANSITORY DIFFICULTIES AT HOr.E . 

E 'J ILL r AINTAIN ECON01~IC GRO JTH ~H IL 

~ INDING DOWN INFLATION. E ~ ILL SURrou 'T 
THE SHO T-TER' l,fACT OF THE E . RGY CRISIS 
AND ACHIEVE SELF-SUFFICI CY FOR OUR L NG 
TERM 'EEDS . 

. . 
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JE ~ILL REDUCE FEDERAL CONTROL AND 
OPEN A NEV ERA OF ACH I E~EAENT I STATE A '0 
LOCAL GOVERNMENTS . ITH REVENUE SHARING ,) 

~E ARE LETT I NG P01
'
1ER FLO\' 3ACK TO THE 

PEOPLE . 

Vl~ S\.\ouLQ "'&lER f=o~EI - -- ~~·fO!i/)<',. 
~ (:io'1~~l"\e.lt\ e1l. i:.t-\o0bH \o ;~ 1, 
b,1\lC; \)S E.\l'E.~'l\\Ht-lb I.JC \..)~ --

lS Pr bo\JE~~M~\ S\b E.NoUb \.\ 

jo ~\Le r~b'r'\ \)~ E,\)Eft'ITI-\1~ 

~E- \-\ ~" e. . 
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YES, I BELIEVE IN OUR GOVERNMENT AS 
A STRUCTURE OF LA1S DESIGNED TO PROTECT 
INDIVIDUAL FREEDOMS. THIS IS A GOVERNMENT 
OF SEPARATE BUT E~UAL BRANCHES, OF CHECKS 
AND BALANCES. OUR STRENGTH Ll-S IN DIRECT 
RcPRESENTATION IN THE CONGRESS1 IN THE 
CO-E UAL PO~ER THE LEGISLATIVE 3RANCH 
SHARES .~ I TH THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. 
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THE BODY POLITIC OF A ERICA IS 
EALTHY. IT CONTAINS THE STRENGTH TO HEAL 

ITSELF AND TO FIND RENE' ED VIGOR AND ENERGY. 
AT THE VERY MO~ENT THAT WE ARE ADJRESSI G 
OURSELVES TO PROBLE ~S ITHIN OUR GOVERN .ENT, 
~ E ARE 1~0V I NG AHEAD OTH AT HO E AND ABROAD 
TO ASSURE A BETTER LIFE FOR ALL A ERICA 1S. 
'VE ARE PRO OT I 'G I T ERNAT I ONAL PE ACE BY 
NURTURING THE ~ID LE EAST SETTLEr '.~ENT A 10 
COOPERATING 1~ I TH OTHERS TO RESOLVE THE 
INTERNATIONAL PROBLE • 
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I ELIEVE TAT JE ARE E TERI JG, IN 
THIS LAST UARTER OF THE 20TH CENTURY, AN 

RA OF PEAC AND PROGR-ss . TO HAVE PEACE, 
!E MUST BE CAPA3LE OF DEFENSE TO DETER 
AGGRESS ION . THAT IS ' HY IN 10 .ENTS OF 
STRESS ~E ARE GLAD OF THE GREAT TRAD ITIO' 
AND CAPAC ITY OF DE/FENSE HERE IN CHARL STD' . 
~-h~o~'# -re~c\\ES ~~cNbt\\ M~~t\S ~ACE. 

-- ~ M\L\~~'# WE~\(~ESS. \~~\\E.S lJAR. 

AF-re.R. ALL Soun\ Cl!\RoL\~~ IS 

-nre. e., fa\.\ ~ ~e. of c\.\ A fl.l.E s P1 ~-..t. N.E t 
W\.\l> ciQe.Q o.rr" -mos.£ \-\\S\o1UC. "->~t>S 
II t'\\U-\OtlS to~ OEfE.~~E B~ f'\OT 

o~~ cs~\"' rcct \1U6's1°E '· - -
~ Nb&oo'f \-\Pb 'E\le.ct """'Q.'>"S) ON 
'\~E. ~ ~ o~ 11\E l.\)1St>ol'1 .. 

C'F '"'~ 11-l D\)~f(\: 
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AS I FAMILIARIZE MYSELF WITH MY 
DUTIES AS VICE PRESIDENT, I BELIEVE MORE 
THAN EVER THAT E MUST LOOK FORWARD R~THER 
THAN BACKW~RD . OF COURSE ~E LEARN FROM 
THE PAST AND CHERISH OUR GREAT HISTORY . 
BUT WE LIVE FOR THE PRESENT AND FUTURE . 
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DO NOT 3ELIEVE IN REPLAYING LAST 

SATURDAY'S GAu~E BUT IN TRAIN I G HARD FOR 
NEXT SATURDAY'S. I TEND TO FORGET THE 

AD PLAYS AND RE v1E 18ER THE SCOR I NG 0 ES. 
THE UPCO ING GA E IS AL ~ AYS THE BEST OF 
ALL. 
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WHc- J I BECA. E V I CE PRES I D 'T , I 
PLEDG D TO USE 1HATEVER REPUTATION FOR 
TRUTH AND FAIR ESS I ACnUIRED I THE IOUSE 
ALONG' ITH '~HATEVER CAPACITIES FOR FRI . '0-

~H Ip AN R ASONA LE cor~PROrl. I SE I .1 GHT 
POSS SS TO AKE T IS GOVER~ME T ORK 

ETTER FOR THE GOOD OF ALL A ~.ER I CA S . 

REFER '01 ONLY TO THE DIFF RE 'CES BET1EE' 
THE HOUSE AND s- ATE ET ·J E THE CO GRESS 
AND THE EXECUT IV RANG , BUT ALSO A, ~O 'G 

THE I ND IV I DUALS OF BOTH PART I ES ~H01/i I A . 
PROUD TO COU~T AS ~y FRIE OS . 



·. 
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WHILE T IS IS NOT A SP CTACULAR 
ROL FOR THE 'EXT THR~E YEARS IT IS A 
NEc~ssARY QJE . I NVISAGE A ROLE THAT 
INVOLVES SOL I 0 AND RE PONS I 3LE "JORK FOR 
THE FUTURE , AT HOE A '0 ABROAD, ~H ILE 

~~Dl!ATING AND MODERATING DIFF~RE CESJ 
R ~nA I 1 I G rLEX IBLE T 0 KEEP Ar·-~ER I CA GREAT • 
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--I SH ALL R .A I N ti Y 0 N , .A ' • T E 
ONLY PL DG BY .HICH I HAVc 90UND MYS LF 
I ACCEPT I 1 'G T E PRES I DE 'T'S T UST IS THE 

car- ~1 1 T r~L 11 y H I c H \ v A E ALL 3 OU D 

3EFORE GOD AND THE CO 'ST ITUTIO~ TO DO OUR 
EST FOR Atr c.R I CA • 

. . 
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I SHAR~ THESE THOUGHTS -~ITH YOU 
ECAUSE I AM SO HO OREO AND PL ASED TO 

BE l~IT A SOClcTY sue. AS THE HIBER·!IA s 
ON THIS JOYOUS OC ASION . 

IT • AS THO .1AS JEFFERSO HO SAID 
THAT A~ RICA NEEDS A AR ISTOCRACY BASED 0 

TALENT A '0 VIRTUE . THE HI ER HAN SOCIETY 
HAS FILLED T AT NEED . A I THA 'K YOU A 'D 
EXTEND EART IES ~ISHES FOR A HAPPY 
SAi T PATRICK 'S DAY • 

. . 



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
173RD ANNUAL BANQUET 

HIBERNIAN SOCIETY 
OF 

CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA 
7:00 p.m., SATURDAY, MARCH 16, 1974 

FOR RELEASE AT 7:00 p.m., SATURDAY 

I am honored to celebrate St. Patrick's Day with the 

Hibernian Society of Charleston. 

Your club has many distinctions. You have surmounted the 

problems they have in Ireland by taking turns in your presidency, 

alternating Catholic and Protestant Administrations. I understand 

that you also have some Jewish Hibernians. I am very proud to come 

to this historic American club which innovated an ecumenical spirit 

long before this idea was taken up by the world's churches. I see 

why they call Charleston "the holy city." 

The city of Charleston has a mind of its own. After all, 

you fired the first shot. Now I see who really won the War Between 

the States. Mendel Rivers made this the best defended single area 

in the world with so many powerful military installations here 

that Washington was afraid you would sink into the ocean. But 

Mendel Rivers prevented that by putting Polaris submarines under 

the water to hold Charleston on the surface. 

Yes, I am glad to be in the great state of mind that is 

Charleston -- where the Ashley and Cooper Rivers come together to 

form the Atlantic Ocean. 

The State Department informed me that you speak a strange 

language called Geechy Talk. Maybe I should have brought, 

Secretary Kissinger to translate. But I am sure that Fritz 

Hollings, in the bi-partisan spirit, wlll help if need arises. 

I understand that some of your previous speakers later 

experienced difficulties with the law. So I hope it is merely a 

coincidence that tonight's program is dedicated to the memory of a 

distingu.ished judge, Judge Magrath, who presiqed here in the 

1850's and later negotiated to seek the surrender of Fort Sumter. 

(more) 
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As a Republican, I am grateful to the Hibernian Society for 

providing accommodation to the 1860 Democratic Convention. 

Stephen A. Douglas came here, divided his party, and made it 

possible for Abraham Lincoln to win on the Republican Ticket. 

Maybe you should be host to the 1976 Democratic Convention. 

On a more serious note, however, I want to share with you 

my concern for the two-party system and the need for preserving it. 

The American scene requires the diversity and choice of two viable 

and distinctive parties to preserve our free heritage. 

I am glad to be here tonight because you are so vividly 

demonstrating what is right with America. Just as we are celebrating 

the accomplishments of tho fabled Saint Patrick in driving the 

snakes out of Ireland, let us join to drive out the demons of doubt 

and despair that are haunting America. 

The United States temporarily ran short of gasoline. But 

we never ran short of the will and ability to surmount difficulties. 

And we will not. We are on the right track. We know where we are 

going. And we have what it takes to get us there -- American 

initiative, know-how, courage, patriotism, and pride in ourselves 

and in the United States of America. 

I am proud to be an American. I believe that American free 

enterprise and individual incentive have made the United States the 

greatest Nation on earth. I am proud to be a part of an 

Administration that extricated us from the war in Vietnam, achieving 

peace with honor and liberating our brave men who suffered so long 

as prisoners of war. And it also fills me with encouragement that 

our Nation is moving toward new and peaceful relationships with the 

Soviet Union and the People's Republic of China. 

By a masterpiece of diplomacy, we separated the armies of 

Egyptians and Israelis, averting a catastrophe that could have 

inflamed the whole world. 

Just as we have progressed in our dealings with other 

nations, we will resolve transitory difficulties at home. We will 

maintain economic growth while winding down inflation. We will 

durmount the short-term impact of the energy crisis and achieve 

self-aufficiency for our long-term needs. 

(more) 
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We will reduce Federal control and open a new era of 

achievement in State and local governments. With revenue sharing, 

we are letting power flow back to the people. 

Yes, I believe in our Government as a structure of laws 

designed to protect individual freedoms. This is a government of 

separate but equal branches, of checks and balances. Our strength 

lies in direct representation in the Congress, in the co-equal power 

the legislative branch shares with the executive branch. 

The body politic of America is healthy. It contains the 

strength to heal itself and to find renewed vigor and energy. At 

the very moment that we are addressing ourselves to problems within 

our government, we are moving ahead both at home and abroad to 

assure a better life for all Americans. We are promoting 

international peace by nurturing the Middle East settlement and 

cooperating with others to resolve the international oil problem. 

I believe that we are entering, in this last quarter of the 

20th Century, an era of peace and progress. 

be capable of defense to deter aggression. 

To have peace, we must 

That is why in moments 

of stress we are glad of the great tradition and capacity of defense 

here in Charleston. 

As I familiarize myself with my duties as Vice President, 

I believe more than ever that we must look forward rather than 

backward. Of course, we learn from the past and cherish our great 

history. 

But we live fer the present and the future. I do not 

believe in repla;y:tng last Saturday's game but in training hard for 

next Saturday's. I tend to forget the bad plays and remember the 

scoring ones. The upcoming game is always the best of all. 

When I became Vice President, I pledged to use whatever 

reputation for truth and fairness I acquired in the House along 

with whatever capacities for friendship and reasonable compromise I 

might possess to make this Government work better for the good of a12 

Americans. I refer not only to the differences between the House 

and Senate, between the Congress and the executive branch, but also 

among the individuals of both parties whom I am proud to count as 

my friends. 

While this is not a spectacular role for the next three 

years, it is a necessary one. I envisage a role that involves 

(more) 
• 
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solid and responsible work for the future, at home and abroad, 

while meditating and moderating differences, remaining flexible, to 

keep America great. I shall remain my own man. The only pledge by 

which I have bound myself in accepting the President's trust is. the 

commitment by which we are all bound, before God and the · 

Constitution, to do our best for America. 

I share these thoughts with you because I am so honored and 

pleased to be with a society such as the Hibernians on this joyous 

occasion. 

It was Thomas Jefferson who said that America needs an 

aristocracy based on talent and virtue. The Hibernian Society has 

filled that need. I thank you and extend heartiest wishes for a 

happy Saint Patrick's Day. 

# # # 




