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FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 

REMARKS OF HON. KENNETH R. COLE JR. 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT FOR DOMES1IC AFFAIRS 
NATIONAL AssocIATION OF CouNTIESJ WASHINGTONJ 27 FEB 1974 

Ir's A GREAT PLEASURE FOR Mo/ro BE HERE THIS AFTERNOON. 

BECAUSE;i THINK THAT PEOPLE LIKE You/AND ORGANIZATIONS 

LIKE YOURS/ARE THE ONEYTHAT REALLY MAKE AMERICA WOR~ 

BECAUSE IT's RIGHT THER(w1rH Yoo/IN THE couNTIE}" 

AND OTHER LOCA L UN I TS OF GOVERNMENY THAT THE RUBBEY 

OF THE PRESIDENT'S NEW fEDERALISrEALLY HITS THE 

ROADIN AMERIC~ 

So YOU ARE VERY IMPORTANT;4o WHAT THE PRESIDENT IS 

TRYING TO ACCOMPLISH/ I JUST LEFT HIS OFFICVAND HE 

ASKED ME TO TELL YOU THAr/ronAY/ HE ASKED ME TO THANK 

YO~OR YOUR SUPPOR~N THE PAS~ AND TO REMIND vo'}" 
THAT SOME OF THE MOST IMPORTANYAND TOUGHEST BATTLEY 

STILL LIE AHEAD./ 
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l'o LIKE TO TAKE~JUST A FEW MINUTEy'ro GIVE YOU A 

SHORT PROGRESS REPORT/oN THE PRESIDENr's;noMESTic 

POLICY/ 

IN HIS STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGYBACK IN 197¥ 

PRES ID ENT NIXON OUTU N ED/wHAT HE CALLED f HE 'N E1'I 

FEDERALISM'/AND SET ouy'soME GOALS FOR IT/ 
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THE "OLD" FEDERAusry(iAs THAT UNIQUE SEPARATIO~ND 

DIFFERENTIATIO~F POWER~EV!SED BY THE FOUNDING 

FATHER~O MAKE SUR~HAT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMEN~JDN'T 

GET TOO Bl~AND TO MAKE SURj/'THAT INDIVIDUAL;IHAD 

AS MUCH OF A HANiy/AND AS MUCH OF A VOIC)l'As POSSJBL]l 

IN RUNNING THEIR OWN LIVErND SOLVING THEIR OWN 

PROBLEMV 

THAT WORKED FOR AMERIC~OR A CENTURY AND MOR~ IT 

MADE AMERICA GROYAND IT MADE AMERICA GREAY IT MADE 

JIMERIC~HE RICHES~ND MOST POWERFUL NATIO~N THE 

WORLD,,;AND IT MADE AMERICANS FAMOU~OR THEIR 

SELF-RELIANC~ND INDEPENDENCE;/" 
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THEN ABOUT FORTY YEARS AGrwE BEGAN TO TINKER AROUND 

WITH THAT FEDERALJS"" A LOT OF WHAT WAS DON,;WAS 

NECESSAR~ND IMPORTAN~ Bur A LOT OF !~AS TRIAL 

AND ERROrEXPERIMENTATioN/ 

THE WORST THING WA0HAT IT BEGAN TO CREATE A PSYCHOLOGY 

OF DEPENDENC~ND AN ATMOSPHERE OF EXPECTATJO~WHICH . 

MADE PEOPLE LOOK TO THE FEDERAL GovERNMENf oR SOLUTIONS 

TO THEIR PROBLEM~ 

THE MYSTIQUE OF BIG GOVERNMEN~EGAN TO GRIP AMERIC~ 

PEOPLE WHO SHOULD HAVE KNOWN BETT~EGAN TO THINK THAT 

MAYB~WITH ALL ITS MONE~ND ALL ITS POWE~ND ALL ITS 

TALEN~JUST ~HE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT COULD 

UNDERSTAND LOCAL PROBLEM~ETTEr"THAN LOCAL PEOPL~'''' ,,, , 
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,,, ,,,,,,,THAT JUST MAYB~N APPOINTED BUREAUCRAT IN 

WASHINGTON D.C~OULD SOLVE A LOCAL PROBLEM BETTE~ 

THAN A LOCALLY ELECTED OFFICIAL COULD/ 

WHEN RICHARD NIXON BECAME PRESIDEN~UST FIVE YEARS 
-

AGO/HE HAD PROMISED TO REVERSE THIS FOUR DECADE 

TRENrTOWARDS BIG GOVERNMENY AND TO START MOVING 

POWER OUT OF WASH!NGTO,;AND 6ET IT BACK TO THE PEOPL71' 

WHERE THEY LIV~ND WOR~ND EARN THEIR LIVINjlAND 

PAY THEIR TAXEY 

His SOLUTIO~As A NEW KIND OF FEDERAL1sji"' THE NEw 

FEDERALIS~OULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNyli-HE NECESSARY FEDERAL 

FUNCTIO~HICH ARE DICTATE~Y COMPASSION AND COMMON 

SENS~OR A NAT!OiylaF 211 MILLION PEOPLE~ 
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Bur JUST LIKE THE FOUNDERS' FEDERALIS~PRESIDENT 

N1xoN'J"'NEw FEDERALIS~IME~AT LETTING THE AMERICAN 

PEOPL~HOOSE THEIR OWN PRJORITl~ND HAVE A HAN9"1N 

SOLVING THEIR OWN PROBLEMY 

TURNING AROUN~ORTY YEARS OF BIG GOVERNMENy/rsN'T 

SOMETHING YOU CAN ACCOMPL1si-y'iivER NIGH}" THE 

STRUCTURAL PROBLEMSj1(RE AS BIG AS THE POLITICAL ONES~ 

AND BELIEVE ME~HE POLITICAL ONES AREN'T SMAL~ 

Bur WORKING WITH THE CONGRES;;'AND LARGELY THANKS TO 

YOUR SUPPOR"'WE ACHIEVED THE PASSAGJ!6F GENERAL 

REVENUE SHARIN~ l HAPPEN TO THIN~HAT THIS WILL GO 

DOWrs ONE OF THE HALF DOZErAJOR DOMEST1y 

PRESIDENTIAL LEGACIE~N OUR HISTOR~ 
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GENERAL REVENUE SHARING HAS ALREADY Puy"$11 BILLION 

OF NEW MONEY TO WOR~N OUR 38,000 UNITJ"'OF STATE 

AND LOCAL GOVERNMEN1 

THIS YEA~UR COMMITMENT OF FEDERAL A1iy40 STATE AND 

LOCAL GOVERNMEN~ILL RISE TO $52 BILLION;!' THIS 

REPRESENTrONE OUT OF EVERY SIX DOLLARo/THAT WILL BE 

SPEN~ IT IS A $3 BILLION INCREASE OVER LAST YEA~ 

AND IT IS PART OF AN AVERAGE ANNUAL INCREAS~F 17)/' 

FOR THE PAST FIVE YEARs/ 

WE'RE VERY PROUD OF THIS RECORD~ECAUSE WE THINK THAT 

IT REALLY MEANS SOMETHIN~ 
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IN MANY RESPECT~THE NEW FEDERALISM JS AS Muc:vA 

MATTER OF PSYCHOLOG'j/'A WAY OF LOOKING AT THING~ 

AND A WAY 0F GOING ABOUT SOLVING PROBLEM~AS IT 

I~ MATTER OF SPECIFIC LEGISLATIO~R SPECIFIC DOLLAR 

AMOUNTY 

BECAUSE IF WE CAN REALLY RESTOR~ND REVJTALIZrlrHE 

INSTITUTIONS OF LOCAL GOVERNMEN0LL ACROS~ THIS 

COUNTR~AND IF WE CAN GET PEOPLE IN THE HABl~F 

SOLVING THEIR OWN PROBLEM~NCE AGAI~THEN THE 

FEDERAL LEGISLATIO~WON'T LAG LONG BEHIN~ 

I'M NOT SAYING THAT THE LEGISLATION WOULDN'T BE USEFU~ 

Bur IN FACT~IF YOU TAKE A LONG VIEW OF WHERE WE AR7-1 

AND WHERE WE WERE(i THINK THAT WE HAVE COME A LONG 

WA~OWARDS MAKING THE NEW FEDERALIS~ REALITY~ 
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FOR EXAMPLE~ WE WORKED WITH THE (ONGRES0ND NOW WE 

HAVE A MANPOWER TRAINING Ac(wHICH EMBODIES ALL THE 

IMPORTANT POINT0ND PHILOSOPH0BOUT PUTTING THE 

POWER OF DECISION-MAKIN0ASED ON LOCAL CONDITIONrND 

LOCAL PRIORITIE~NTO THE HANDS OF PEOPL~T THE LOCAL 

LEV EV 
THREE OF THE FOUR TITLErUNDER OUR WELFARE REFORM 

PROPOSAL~AVE BEEN PASSE~AND WE ARE NOW COMMITTE~O 

WORK WITH THE CONGRES~N THE THORNY REMAINING PROBLEM~ 

Bur THE PRESIDENT SPELLED OUT VERY CLEARL0N HIS 

STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE LAST MONT0HE N~W fEDERALIST 

PRINCIPLE~HICH WILL UNDERLIE OUR APPROACHE~O THIS 

CRUCIAL QUESTIO~F WELFARE REFOR~ 
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HE SAirTHAT ALL AMERICANS~WHO CAN WORYAND WHO WANT 

TO WORK;1SHOULD FIND WOR~ORE REWARDING~HAN THEY 

FIND WELFARE~ 

HE SAID THAT CASH ASSISTANCE/is WHAT LOW-INCOME PEOPLE 

NEED MOST;' AND CERTAINL'Y'WHAT THEY NEED MOR~HAN SOMEBODY 

IN WASHINGTO~MAKING THEIR DECIS IONS FOR THEMi" 

HE SAID THAT NO NEW WELFARE SYSTE~HOULD IMPOS~NY 

ADDITIONAL TAX BURDENrioN ANY AMERICANt1 

AND HE INSISTED~HAT WHATEVER SYSTEM WE DEVISy/aE 

CHARACTERIZE0Y A FAIR SIMPLICITywHICH WILL MAKE IT 

EASY TO UNDERSTAN~ND WHICH WILL KEEP IT HONES~ 
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WE HAVE SEEN THE PASSAGE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT BLOCK 

GRANT;IWH!CH EMBODY THE PR!NCIPLE~F LAW ENFORCEMENT 

SPECIAL REVENUE SHARINY 

AND WE HAVE BEEN ABLE TO CRAC~HE HIGHWAY TRUST FuN1J' 

FOR THE FIRST TIME IN ITS HISTORY~AND THIS MEANJ"'THAT 

WE CAN GIVE LOCAL JURISD!CT!ON~HE IMPORTANT OPTIO~ 

OF DECIDING ON HOW TRANSPORTATION MONEY CAN BE SPENY 

MOST PRODUCTIVEL~OR THEIR OWN LOCAL NEEDSi/" 

HEALTH CARE;1EDUCATIO}"'AND Lt1!1ii1i'1 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENj/' 

ARE GOING TO BE THE PRIME PRESIDENTIAL TARGET00R 

THIS NEW SESS!ON;6'F CONGRESi"" ;:;:: 
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THE PRESIDENT'S NEW HEALTH CARE PROGRAr;/is BASED UPON 

HIS DETERMINATIO~O PRESERVE THRE~EQUALLY IMPORTANJI 

NEW FEDERALIST PRINCIPLES/ 

THE FIRST;fis THAT NO llMERICA~HOULD BE DEN!Eiy4HE BEST 

HEALTH CARE POSSIBL~UST BECAUSE THEY CAN'T AFFORD 1}"' 

THE SECOND PRINCIPL~S THAT INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM OF 

CHOIC~ND THE COMPETITION OF THE PRIVATE SECTO~RE 

EVEN MORE IMPORTANT WITH HEALTH CARiyf'HAN IN MANY 

OTHER AREAS I 
AND THE THIRD PRINCIPL~S THAT TH!y{A~ND SHOUL~E 

ACCOMPLISHE~ITHOUT INCREASIN~HE ALREADY GREAT 

BURDEN OF TAXE~HAT AMERICANS ARE PAYING~ 
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UNDER THE PRESIDENT'S HEALTH CARE PLA~EVERY 

INDIVIDUAL WHO CAN AFFORD !~ILL PAY AT LEAS~OME 

SMALL PARfoF HIS HEALTH INSURANCE PREMIUM/AND IN 

EVERY CAS7'4HE DOCTOR WILL BE WORKING FOR HIS PATIENyl° 

AND ~FOR THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENi/' 

WHEN THE PRESIDENT'S BETTER SCHOOLS Ac"f.ND BETTER t,(' 

COMMUNITIES A~ARE PASSE~ THEY WILL FINALLY 

TAKE THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OUT OF THE BUSINES(oF 

BEING THE LOCAL SCHOOL BOAR~ND THE LOCAL SLUM LANDLORiy' 

AND LET THE AMERICAN PEOPL~ET BACK INTO THE AC~ 
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ONE OF THE IMPORTANT INNOVATION~N THE PRESIDENT'S 

BETTER SCHOOLS Ac0ILL MEAN A GREAT DEAL TO YOU MEN 

AND WOME~N .COUNTY GOVERNMEN/'1 THAT !~FORWARD 

FUND!NG"/wH1CHfs YOU KNOW/MEANS THAT YOU WILL 

KNO~T THE BEGINNING OF EACH SCHOOL YEA~XACTLY HOW 

MUCH MONEY YOUR SCHOOL BOARDS CAN COUNT oy THE OLD 

CATCH-AS-CATCH-CAN SYSTEry6F WAITING UNT;L THE END 

OF THE SCHOOL SESSIO~O FIND OUT WHETHER CLASSES WILL 

HAVE TO BE CURTAILE{oR cu(oR CANCELLErS INTOLERABi.y 

.. AND UNFAI.y AND THE PRESIDENT'S PLAN WILL PUT 

AN END TO n/ 
ALSo~N THE PRESIDENT'S BETTER COMMUNITIES Ac~FOR THE 

FIRST TIMEl"URBAN COUNTIES WOULD BE INCLUDE~S PROGRAM 

BENEFICIARIE~FINALLY RECOGNIZIN~ouR TRUE ROLJ'1As 

DELIVERER,,.,OF COMMUNI TY SERVICES~ 
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I DON'T HAVE TO TELL YO~HOW MUCH DIFFERENC00UR 

CONTINUED SUPPORT FOR THESE BILLylrs GOING TO MAKo/ 

BETWEEN GETTING THEM PAssED~ND NOT GETTING THEM PASSED;!' 

THE IMPORTANT TH1N<(1s -fo KEEP YOUR EYE ON THE BALL/ 

AND NOT GET BOGGED DOWN w .I.TH 'EMANTI cs;IHEN THE 

IMPORTANT TH I NGS IRE THE PR INC I p LES} ND THE PH I LOSOPHY/ 

OF WHAT YOU'RE DOING/ 

OUR PRINCIPLE AND PHILOSOPH0s THAT THE PRESIDENT BELIEVES 

IN AMERICAN~AND HE BELIEVE,;THAT AMERICANS SHOULD HAVE 

THE POWER TO DECIDiy<:HERE TO SPEND THE MONEY THEY EAR~ 

AND WHERE TO LIVE~AND WHERE TO SEND THEIR KIDS TO SCHoo)I' 
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WE BELIEVE THAT ANYBon(wHo WANTS TO EXPAND THE 

FEDERAL GovERNMEN-(sHOULD HAVE TO EXPLAINJo THE FEDERAL 

TAXPAYE~HY HE OR SH5"'SHOULD FOOT A BIGGER BIL'JI" 

THAN THEY ALREADY no/BECAUSE THAT IS WHAT BIGGER 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT MEAN~PLAIN AND SIMPL~ 

WE BELIEVE THAT IT IS MEN AND WOMEN LIKE YO~ 

REGARDLESS OF YOUR POLITICAL PARTY/"'WORKING AT THE 

LOCAL LEVEVAT THE COUNTY LEVE/ALL ACROSS THIS 

COUNTRYWHO MAKE OUR AMERICAN WAY OF GOVERNMENT 

SOMETHING ~ SPECIA~ 

THE PRESIDENT BELIEVES IN YOU~ND HE BELIEVES THAT 

vou SHOULD HAVE THE MEANYAND THE cLoufr"o REALLY MAKE 

LOCAL GOVERNMEN-0AKE A REAL DIFFERENC~You MIGHT 

sA1"4HAT WITH THE NEW FEDERALIS~THE PRESJDEN;.!is 

PUTTING HIS PHILOSOPHICAL EGG~N YOUR LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

BASKETs/ 
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I WANT TO ASSURE You;1rHAT GOVERNMENT IS ALIVE AND WEL)I' 

IN WASHINGTON~AND THAT WE ARE SPENDING OUR TIM~ND 

EFFORT,;TRYING TO MAKE GOVERNMENT EVEN MORE ALIV)l'AND 

EVEN BETTE~U~ALL AcRoss TH1s couNTRYJ" 

IN A VERY SMALL NUTSHEL~THAT's WHERE WE'VE BEE~ 

WHERE WE'RE A~ AND WHERE WE WANT TO B~ ~ 

AND WE WANT ~IGHT THERE WITH U~ WE'RE COUNTING 

ON YO~BECAUSE YOU ARE THE PEOPL;t'WHO WILL ULTIMATELY 

PROV~HETHER WE'RE RIGH)l'AND WHETHER THE NEW FEDERALISM 

CAN woRi(oR NOT/ 
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You HAVEN'T LET us DOWN IN THE PAS~AND I KNOW THAT 

WHEN PRESIDENT NIXON LEAVES OFFICE~N 197Ji1oN .THE 

200TH ANNIVERSARl"°F .THIS GREAT NATIO~THAT THANKS 

TO YOUR HEL~E SHALL BE ABLE TO PASS O~TO OUR . 

SUCCESSOR"' AND TO OUR CHILDRE~A REVITALIZED VERSIO_,.; 

OF THE FEDERAL1sry4HAT THE FOUNDING FATHERS GAVE u~ 

AND THAT HAS PLAYED SUCH A BASIC PAR~N MAKING AMERICA 

THE GREA~ND GOOD NATioty'rHAT IT I~ 

THANK YOU VERY MUCH. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

Date Feb. 28, 1974 

The Vice President 

FROM.: Mr. Miltich 

INFORMATION ---
ACTION __ _ 
APPROPRIATE HANDLING __ ..::::::---

OTHER ---------

COMMENTS: Here are notes from 

Milt Friedman for your remark$ before 
the National Association of Counties, 

together with Ken Cole's speech and 

other material. Milt said Cole iave 

the speech he WlS preparing for you. 



• 

REMARKS OF VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
1974 LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCE, NATIONAL ASSN OF COUNTIES 

Counties eager for Vice President to define his emerging 

as liaison with local governments. Will he take over where Agnew 

left off ? (Agnew took active role that Counties want continued) Counties 

want definition of new Vice President's position on Domestic Council as 

it concerns them in their efforts to strengthen local governments. Has 

the President's concepts of links with counties changed during the 

transition ? 

Counties want Vice President to reaffirm interest in counties and 

clarify his new official status in dealing with them . 

Wart Vice President to recall previous efforts for Counties and work 

with John Brewer (introducing Mr. Ford) . Recall enactmei;it of revenue 

sharing. 

,!'.leed to continue working to!eth.,;r. Most recent victory on manpower 

legislation Administration worked with Bernie Hildebrand and Counties 1 

Washington staff to get bil 1 through . Now working together on Community 

Development Bill. Hope for enactment this year 

Your delegates now on Hill seeking action on manpower funding , 

community development, transit, and rural development funding 

lb;~ ~4-~. 
~ -~/d~ C' 
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New budget provides more dollars for counties in 

Law enforcement 

Manpower jobs 

Transportation 

Health 

Stress movement away fro t<E rants , 

more flexibility Recall role as major floor sponsor of bloc"K grant 
in crime ., 

Reassurance that Vice President will build on past record as 

minority leader with insight into County needs 

Vice President's attitude toward pre-ceisultation Will he 

be accessible to Counties prior to announcement of Administration 

initiatives ? 

WARNING Conference is angry about tabling this week 

of Land Use Policy Legislation Consulted with Casselman and Domestic 
because 

Council with prevailing view that Vice President avoid comment/ of internal 

Cor:g ressional nature of temporary impasse . ) 

NOTICE -- Ken Cole addressed Counties on Wednesday , stressing 

President's New Federalism and Nixon role . Counties ask that Vice President 

i'lr<Knot repeat . (Text attached ) . 

Also attached list of their legislative priorities with items they asked 

Vice President to comment on . 
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Energy Legislation 
The National Association of Counties is appalled by the federal government's lack of 
action on the worsening energy shortage. Congress a11d the Administration are continuing 
to squabble over emergency energy legislation. After eight months of attempts to 
reorganize federal agencies and formulate a consistant national program, there is still 
internal division and confusion. 

It is now time to act. NACo believes the highest priority of the Congress has to be the 
enactment of comprehensive energy legislation. The time for further debate is over. The 
country cannot afford either congressional delays or threats of Presidential vetoes of this 
vital legislation. 

General Revenue Sharing and 
Congressional Budget Reform 

NACo urges the Congress to exempt future revenue sharing programs from the 
provisions of the Congressional Budget Reform bills and, therefore, the necessity of going 
through an annual appropriations process. The present versions of the Congressional 
Budget Reform bills, in both the House and Senate, would require that General Revenue 
Sharing go through an annual appropriations' process after 1977 just like any other federal 
grant program. Counties are trying desparately to move away from government by 
reaction and into government by planned action which requires a more stable and 
dependable financial base than presently exists. 

Community Dev~lopment Block Grants 
As the Congress considers legislation consolidating various community development 

categorical programs into a single block program, NACo strongly recommends: that 
counties be eligible recipients of a guaranteed formula share of community development 
block grant funds; that the legislation authorize and provide financial incentive for 
.multi-jurisdictional community development applications from units of general purpose 
local government; and that the Congress promptly enact community development block 
grant legislation at an ac!eqyat.e fundin&.kvel. 

Rural Development Funding 
NACo urges the Congress to give top priority to appropriating the full annual amounts 

for the following grant programs authorized by the Rural Development Act of 1972: $300 
million for rural water and waste disposal grants; $30 million for rural water and waste 
disposal p_lanning grants; and $10 million for rural comprehensive planning grants. 

. ~ 

Manpower Fundi~g 
NACo congratulates the Congress· for enacting the Comprehensive Employment and 

and Training Act of 1973_ This legislation provides the basic vehicle to respond 'to the 
manpower needs of county residents. In view of rising unemployment in part due to the 
energy crisis, NACo urges Congress to promptly appropriate sufficient additional funds in 
the FY '74 supplemental appropriations for Title II. NACo also urges Congress to 
carefully review the level of unemployment in providing sufficient funds for the 1975 
appropriations. 

I j I)!!\ t ¥* 
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Transit Operat ing Funds 
NACo urges Congress and the Administration to agree quickly on legislation giving 

counties and cities transit operating cost assistance. At least $800 million per year is 

needed. In transit assistance and other local transportation decisions Congress should 

define local officials as ones locally elected, publicly accountable with capability to raise 

matching monies for federal funds. 

Clean Water Funding 

The National Association of Counties calls on the President to release the full $18 

billion appropriated by Congress for planning and construction of sewage treatment 

plants and sewage collection systems. NACo calls on the Environmental Protection 

Agency to speed up its funding and review process to provide local governments with the 

money now available. 

Social Services Revenue Sharing 

NACo supports the social services revenue sharing proposal (HR 3153) and urges the 

House Ways and Means Committee to conduct hearings as soon as-possible so that the 

definitions and programmatic components of social services will be clearly identified. In 

the meantime, the status of the current regulations needs to be clarified by Congress so 

that services delivery will not be crippled by the absence of definitions. 

Public Health Services " 
11 

NACo supports continuation of public health services, planning and health manpower 

programs and urges the adoption of a federal-state-local cost-sharing program that ~ 
reimburses states and counties for sp~ categories of public health se~ r 

Land Use Policy Leg~sl~tio11.- /"~ ~ 
NACo urges passage of the land use bill reported by the House Interior Comm.~tt~e T ~ 

(HR 10294) which contains NACo amendments strengthening local planning and reflects V/)--(.. 
NACo's policy. NACo urges defeat of amendments to be offered on the House floor f ..... _,.{} • 

which would attempt to gut the thrust of the legislation. NACo urges the Senate to agree f/V"~ ~ 

to all NACo amendments in the House-Senate Conference Committee. 0, 

Economic Development Act 
NACo strongly recommends that the Congress assure continuation of the grant and 

loan program of the Public Works and Economic Development Act through FY '75 at a 

substantial level of funding. NACo reserves judgment at this time on the proposed 

"Economic Adjustment Assistance Program" until its details are made public. 

Child Wel fare Services Funding 

NACo urges the House and the Senate Appropriations Committees to recommend a 

substantial increase in Title IV-B to better match local resources. There is currently 

authorized $226 million for Title IV-B child welfare services - those services guaranteeing 

p~otection and care to all children. The 1975 HEW budget request is $46 million or only 

eight percent of total state, local and private agency spending ($600 million). 
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Welfare Reform 
.N,ACg mges ~nt of welfare reform legislation, including a 

national work security program to replace public assistance for employable persons. This 
program should provide income maintenance during periods of unemployment or training 
with an adequate minimum cash floor. This program should also provide support for 
individuals unable to work because of disability or the need to care for dependent 
children. 

National Health Insurance 
NACo endorses the principle of a single universal comprehensive health insurance 

system for all people. Comprehensive health benefits must be made available to all 
citizens regardless of socio-economic differences. The program should also cover 
expenditures related to public health and insure an adequate supply of manpower that 
will be needed to provide services covered under a national health insurance program. 

Counties and the Congress 
A Partnership for Progress 

County officials and Congress share the same goals in wanting to serve their 
constituents better, being responsive to their needs and working to improve government 
at all levels. It is a continuing, interdependent partnership. 

The National Association of Counties (NACo) is the only national organization 
representing county government in the United States. Its membership spans the spectrum 
of urban, suburban and rural counties which have joined together for a common purpose 
of strengthening county government to meet the needs of all Americans. 

NACo is governed by its member counties through a weighted voting system based on 
population. The counties elect a Board of Directors annually. Twelve policy steering 
committees meet several times a year to develop policy recommendations for the member 
counties. The organization's official policy positions are documented in the American 
County Platform. 

NACo works closely with Members of Congress and Congressional Committees in 
gathering information on local needs and the views of county and local officials. This 
research is directed towards constituent services as much as legislation. In addition to the 
70 staff members headquartered in Washington, D.C., NACo works closely with state 
associations of counties in 46 states. All total, there are 250 people ready to serve the 
Congress. 

National Association of Counties 
').02/785-9577 
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1735 New Yor\<. Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, Q-!2· 20006 
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