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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
TO THE CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE FOR THE FAIRNESS TO THE PRESIDENCY
MAYFLOWER HOTEL
12:00 noon, FEBRUARY 22, 1974
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Rabbi Korff, Distinguished guests, and all friends of
fairness:

I thank you for your generous introduction, but I must warn
you that I did not come here today to make a speech. I had
understood that the President was going to make the speech and all
the Vice President would be required to do was applaud. However, I
had a powerful purpose in coming anyway. I have been taking my annua’
physical examination and for the past two days my doctor hasn't let
me eat anything except liquids. He Just finished up with me at the
Capitol an hour ago so I really rushed down here to get a square meal.

Seriously, I want to commend those of you who have come from
all over this country at conslderable expense to express your concern
here in your nation's capital on the issue of fairness to the
Presidency. It was suggested to me that I might wish to commend the
President on our tremendous progress toward peace in the world during
his administration. But I believe that Richard Nixon's place in
history as a peacemaker already stands secure. It needs no adornment
by me. Instead of restricting my brief remarks to the realm of peace
I would prefer, with your indulgence, to broaden the subject of
fairness to the Presidency and to appeal to you and to all our fellow
countrymen for fairness to the institutions of government under which
we live here in America.

It is a fitting coincidence that we meet on the birthday
anniversary of George Washington here in the Federal city named in
his honor. For while General Washington is best remembered for his
military leadership and as the first occupant of the Presidency, 1t
was perhaps as chalrman of the Constitutional Convention that he
rendered his greatest service to the young Republic.
| Out of the tedious debates and tortuous compromises of the

Constitutional Convention, masterfully guided by Washington, a new
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kind of government was formed which has lasted, with evolutionary \\
changes, nearly 200 years. What has never fundamentally changed is
the Constitutional principle of separation of powers and balance of
powers among the executive, legislative and judicial branches.

As one who 1s still learning, through on-the-job training,
the curious role of the Vice President -- the only office where the
Founding Fathers violated their own principle of separate branches
and left him with one foot in the Senate and the other in the White
House annex -- I feel emboldened and entitled to say to this audience:
Of course this country needs fairness to the Presidency if it is to
survive in a dangerous world. Some segments of American society were
grossly unfair to President Washington and to President Lincoln and
to President Truman and are today to President Nixon. But do we not
also need fairness to the Congress? Do we not also need fairness to
the Courts -- as we expect fairness from the Courts? Ought we not
to strengthen and sustain each and all of the institutions of
Constitutional government whilch George Washington and his colleagues
gaveeus to ensure the freedom for which they had fought?

I am concerned, as you are, that under the hammering of
hostile critics the President's rating in the popularity polls has
dropped so low. But one of the major polls recently found that while
the President's score was 68 to 30 percent negative in January, the
Congress fared even worse -- 69 to 21 percent negative. Having been
a member of Congress for 25 years and knowing most of its incumbent
members as personally as I have known the President for the same
period, I say it 1s tragic and tremendously bad for America when only
20 to 30 percent of its citizens -- 1f‘the polls are anywhere near
correct -- have a good word to say for their elected officlals in
Washington. I say we need to encourage fairness clear across the
board or we stand in danger of losing the greatest free government

the world has ever known.
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