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CIT IZ- 1s > CO~J. HTT =. FOR THE FAIR JESS TO Ti-IE 

PRES I Jc. lCY 1 ~.~A Yr LO.~ .R HOT L,i F I DAY J 

FE3RUARY 22 1 1· 741 12 :00 P . ~ . 

RA Bl KORFF , DISTINGUISHED GUESTS, 
A.!J ALL FRIENDS OF FAIR ESs : v~ r 1 a ~ lf-w' JJ"f-
'J ~~ I THA '11 YOU FOR YOUR Gr_,, ROUS 
Y" r-

t1f' 1 NTROOU TIO.J, UT I .~UST "JAR.' YOU THAT I 
DI NOT corf. HER TODAY TO 1~AK~. A SPE-CH . 

Digitized from Box 130 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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I HAD UNO RSTOOD THAT THE PRLSIDENT 'AS 
GOING TO ·nAKE T. E SPE,..CH AND ALL THE VI Cj:,\ ,~, 
PRES I DENT ·~rnuLD BE RF1U I RED TO DO WAS APPLl uo n 
HO'~JEVER , I HAD A PO\~' ERFUL PURPOSE I .' cor,11 NG 

ANY''JAY . I HAVE BEE TA / I JG ~,~y Ai 'NUAL P. YS I CAL 
EXAMINATION AND FOR THE PAST TWO DAYS MY 
DOCTOR HASN 'T LT l~r- =AT ANYTHING Excr.PT 
L I C.U I D S • HE JU ST F I t I SHED UP 'JV I TH rr.E AT T HE 

CAPITOL A' HOUR AGO SO I REALLY RUS~ED JOWN 
HERE TO GcT A snUARE MEAL. 
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S RI OUSL Y 1 I WANT TO CO ~rvlE 0 THOSE OF 

YOU WHO HAVE cor~E FROt~ ALL OVER TH Is COUNTRY 

AT CONS I DER ABLE EXPr. JSE T 0 EXPRESS YOUR 

CONCERN ERE IN YOUR NAT I 0 ' S CAPITAL . ' THE 

I SSU1.. OF FA I RNi:-ss T 0 THE PRES I DE1 'CY . IT ~~AS 

SUGGEST~D TO ME THAT I MIGHT NISH TO COM~ENO 
THE PRESIDENT 0' OUR TRE c ous PROGR~ss 
T01'JARD p ACE IN THE •,fJORLD JUR I NG HI s 

ADivH~'ISTRATION . BUT I BELIEVE THAT RICHARD 

NIXON 'S PLACE IN HISTORY AS A PEACEMAKER 
ALR OS SE CURL- . IT 'EP-OS ,JO ADOR 1r 1ENT 

3Y tJ.E . 
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INST~AD OF RESTRICTI 'G ~v1Y RI F RE~~ARKS TO 

THE REAL1~ OF PEAC J I l~QULO PREFERJ UJ I T'1 YOUR 

INDULGE 'CE , TO ROADEN T'1E SU3JECT OF 

rAIR .~ESS TO THE PRESIDENCY A '0 TO APPEAL TO 

YOU AND TO ALL OUR FELLOW COUNTRYMEN FOR 
FAIRNESS TO THE INSTITUTIONS OF GOVERN.~c. NT 

U l 0 ER \ H I CH '1J E L I V 7 HER~ I ' A ·~ER I CA • 
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IT Is A FI TT I NG co I 1C I 0 . 'C~ TI AT J~ 

MIT ON THE BIRTHDAY ANNIVcRSARY OF 
GEORGE uJASHINGTO HERE IN THE FEDERAL CITY 

NAMED I~ HIS HONOR . FOR WH IL- G~NERAL 

~ASHI !GTON IS BEST Rr: ~Er~B-Rc. D FOR HIS t., ILITARY 

L-AOERSHIP A1'D AS THE FIRST OCCUPANT OF THE 

PR SIO~N~Y , IT NAS PERHAPS AS CHAIRMAN OF 

TH: CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIO T' AT HE RENDERED 

HIS GREATEST SERVIC TO THE YOU~G R-PU3LIC . 
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OUT OF TH . TEO I OUS D~ AT~S At! · 

TORTUOUS C0~1tPR011 ~l s~s OF TH CONSTITUTIONAL 

CONVENTIONJ ~AASTERFULLY GUIDED BY 'NASHINGTONJ 

A N .' KI ~o OF GOVc.RNiv1ENT WAS FORt/iEO !•w .-t I CH 

HAS LASTED, \, ITH c:VOLUTIO'ARY C.A'G S-' 

NEARLY 200 YEARS . WHAT HAS NEVER 

FU' AM NTALLY C' A 'G~ IS T E CO 'STITUTIO AL 

PR I 'CI PLE OF S PARAT I ON OF P0"1ERS A JD 

BALA 1C OF POw~J RS A1:.0NG T ,-t_ :XE CUT IV J 

LEGISLATIVE AJO JUDICIAL RANCHES . 
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AS 0 ·J . WHO IS ST I LL LEARN I NG, THROUG :-1 
ON -THE -J03 TRAINI G; THE CURIOUS ROLE OF THE 
VICE PR~SIDENT -- TH ONLY OFFIC WHERE T E 
FOUNDING FATHERS VIOLATED THc-IR 0'1JN PRI 'CIPLE 
OF SEPARATE BRANCH SAND L FT Hl1~ ·~ ITH 0' 

FOOT IN THE SENATE AND THE OTHER IN THE 
WH IT~ HOUSc. AN 'EX -- I FEEL E BOLDE 'ED A '0 
ENTI TLED TO SAY TO THIS AUDIE. CE : OF COURSE 
THIS COUNTRY NE~DS FAIRN .SS TO THE PRESIDE 'CY 
IF IT IS TO SURVIVE IN A DANG ROUS WORLD . 
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SO~v~E SEG 1E TS OF Atv1ER I CA ' soc I ETY WERE 

GROSSLY U1'FAIR TO PRESIDEdT WASHI 'GTO' Al 

TO PR SI DE 'T LI NCOL ~ A JD TO PR SI D:.:NT TRU'J.A 

A '0 ARE TODAY TO PR-SIOCNT llXO • BUT DO 'VE 

OT ALSO NEcO FAIRNESS TO THE CO 'GRESS? DO 

'U NOT ALSO NEED FAIR,! SS TO T, E COURTS --

AS ~E EXPECT FAIRJ SS FRO~ THE COURTS? OUGHT 

uJ_ NOT TO STRENGTHEN A. '0 SUSTAIN EACH AND ALL 

OF THE INSTITUTIONS OF C0~1ST I TUT I ONAL 

GOVERNMENT HICH GcORG- WASHINGTO' ANO HIS 

COLLEAGUES GAVE US TO E SUR~ THE FREEOO,~ FOR 

HI CH THEY HAO FOUGHT ? 



I Ar 1 CONGER 'ED , AS YOU AR ., THAT UNDER 

THE HA MM RING OF HOSTILE CRITICS THE 
PRESIDENT ' S RATING IN THE POPULARITY POLLS 
HAS DROPP 0 SO LO~ . BUT ONE OF THE MAJOR 
POLLS R .C JTLY FOUND THAT ~H IL~ THE 
PRESIDENT ' S SCORE WAS 68 TO 30 PERCENT 

.GATIVE I' JA'UARYJ THE CONGRESS FARED EVE' 

'~ORSc- -- 6 TO 21 P .RC:NT NEGAT IVE . 
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HAV I tG 3EEN A ~E\11 ER OF CO 'GRESS FOR 25 YEARS 

Ario K IQ'~'ING f~10ST OF ITS INCU~~BE T ME1it13c:.RS 

AS PERSONALLY AS I HAVE KN01J THE PRESIDENT 

FOR THE SAML P RIOD, I SAY IT IS TRAGIC A '0 

TR~MtNOOUSLY BAD FOR AMERICA VHEN 0 'LY 20 
TO 30 P=RCENT OF ITS CITIZ NS -- IF THr POLLS 

ARE A Y vHERE Nr:AR CORRECT -- HAVE A GOOD ~JORD 

TO SAY FOR THEIR cL CTED OFFICIALS I' 

i'JASHINGTON . I SAY WE NEED TO ENCOURAGE FAIR -

NESS CLEAR ACROSS THE 30ARD OR WE STA' IN 

DA.~G-R OF LOS I NG THE GR_ATEST FREc GOVERN v1ENT 

THc- '10RLD HAS EVER KNOWN . 



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
TO THE CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE FOR FAIRNESS TO THE PRESIDENCY 

MAYFLOWER HOTEL 
12:00 noon, FEBRUARY 22 , 1974 

FOR RELEASE UPON DELIVERY 

Rabbi Korff, Distinguished guests, and all friends of fairness: 

I thank you for your generous introduction, but I must warn you that 

I did not come here today to ma~e a speech. I had understood that the 

President was going to make the speech and all the Vice President would 
6P' ~l 

be required to do was applaud. However, I had a !ii"i-l"!isl s: powerful purpose 

in coming anywayo I have been taking my annual physical examination and for 

the past two days my doctor hasn 1 t let me eat 
at the C aJ:>i toL 

just finished up with m~-e--- )( 5 an hour ,,. ) ....... 
rushed down here to get a square meal. 

anything except liquids o He 
,... 

ago so I lal!iaimlK really 

Seriously, I want to commend those of you who have come from all over 
at considerable ex ense 

this count , to express your concern here in your nation 1 s capital on the 

issue of f ai~ess to the Presidencyo It was suggested to me that I might 
our 

wish to com.~end the President on tremendous progress toward peace in 

the world during his ad."llinistration . But I believe that Richard Nixon's place 

in history as a peaceamker already stands secure. It needs no adornment by me. 

I~tead of restricting my brief remarks t~:ltr;:;7~%r · I would 

prefer, with your indulgence, to broaden the subject of fairness to the Pres-
~ 

cy and to appeal to you and to all our fellow countrymen for fairness to the 

ins titutions of goverrunent 'l.U1der which we live here in .America/. 

~, __ ~h_e b:iirthd:stY anni v~ary ,,,,,, 
It is a fitting coincidence that we meet t m e .. L1Jt51iliii1 ill!JFoI George 

Washington here in the Federal city na~ed in his honor. For while General 
I 

Washington ~Q best remembered for his military leadership and as the 
~h~s as,,.; 

first occupant of the Presidency, it wa~~~illi chairman of the Constitutional 
)~~ ~{i~~ 

Convention that he rendered ~greatest service to th8A'.: \:ublic. 
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I c~:;f- :rl 
~ • 0 ~~e tedious detates and tortuous compromises of the Consitutional 

..... Convention, masterfully guided ~----!!il#li!llllMlll!ll-.... by Washingtc~, a new 
/~.l./ 

,, 1 of government was formed which has lasted, with evolutionary cl"i~s, 
onstitutional nearly 200 years. 'What has never fundamentally changed 

principle of separation of powers and balance 

legislative and judicial branches. 

\ ~ilb... 
I As one who isJlfearning,theough on-the-job training~the curious role of the c ..; ~ ., Vice Preside~t -- the only office · the Founding Fathers violated their -t-~? r u lite '-~µ..~~ OU.,i · principle of/separattJJ.~ him with one fo~t in the Senate and the 

other in the \'/bite House annex -- I feel embolde~ and entitled to say tw· r 

to this audience: Of course this country needs fai111ess to the Presidency if 

it is to survive in a dangerous worldo Some segments of American society were 

ta" 
we not to strengthen and~ach 
government which George Washington and his colleagues gave us to ensure the free-

dom for which they had fought~ 

I am concerned, as you are, that under the hammering of hostile critics the 

President1 s rating in the popularity polls hsldropped so low. But one of the 
major polls recently found that while the President's score was 68 to 30 percent 
negative in January, the Congress fared even worse -- 69 to 21 percent negative. 

Having been a member of Congress for 25 years and knowing most of its incumbent 
members as personally as I have knowi'/the President for the same period, I say 

it is tragic and tremendously bad for America when only 20 to "J6 percent of 

1. 

! 

1· 



i"'t, \ 
...... ), "l< ... ~ :;; \f~Ji,i'V 

~r·~~-
i iS ci tizeos -- if the pollS =ar~orrect - - have a good word to say for 

their elected officials in Washingtono I say we need to encourage fairness 

clear across the board or we stand in danger of losing the greatest free 

government the world has ever known. 

l· 
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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
TO THE CITIZEN'S COMMITTEE FOR THE FAIRNESS TO THE PRESIDENCY 

MAYFLOWER HOTEL 
12:00 noon, FEBRUARY 22, 1974 

FOR RELEASE UPON DELIVERY 

Rabbi Korff, Distinguished guests, and all friends of 

fairness: 

I thank you for your generous introduction, but I must warn 

you that I did not come here today to make a speech. I had 

understood that the President was going to make the speech and all 

the Vice President would be required to do was applaud. However, I 

had a powerful purpose in coming anyway. I have been taking my annua:' 

physical examination and for the past two days my doctor hasn't let 

me eat anything except liquids. He just finished up with me at the 

Capitol an hour ago so I really rushed down here to get a square meal. 

Seriously, I want to commend those of you who have come from 

all over this country at considerable expense to express your concern 

here in your nation's capital on the issue of fairness to the 

Presidency. It was suggested to me that I might wish to commend the 

President on our tremendous progress toward peace in the world during 

his administration. But I believe that Richard Nixon's place in 

history as a peacemaker already stands secure. It needs no adornment 

by me. Instead of restricting my brief remarks to the realm of peace 

I would prefer, with your indulgence, to broaden the subject of 

fairness to the Presidency and to appeal to you and to all our fellow 

countrymen for fairness to the institutions of government under which 

we live here in America. 

It is a fitting coincidence that we meet on the birthday 

anniversary of George Washington here in the Federal city named in 

his honor. For while General Washington is best remembered for his 

military leadership and as the first occupant of the Presidency, it 

was perhaps as chairman of the Constitutional Convention that he 

rendered his greatest service to the young Republic. 

Out of the tedious debates and tortuous compromises of the 

Constitutional Convention, masterfully guided by Washington, a new 

(more) 
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kind of government was formed which has lasted, with evolutionary \~,, 
I ~ 

\\' ' 

changes, nearly 200 years. What has never fundamentally changed is 

the Constitutional principle of separation of powers and balance of 

powers among the executive, legislative and judicial branches. 

As one who is still learning, through on-the-job training, 

the curious role of the Vice President -- the only office where the 

Founding Fathers violated their own principle of separate branches 

and left him with one foot in the Senate and the other in the White 

House annex -- I feel emboldened and entitled to say to this audience: 

Of course this country needs fairness to the Presidency if it is to 

survive in a dangerous world. Some segments of American society were 

grossly unfair to President Washington and to President Lincoln and 

to President Truman and are today to President Nixon. But do we not 

also need fairness to the Congress? Do we not also need fairness to 

the Courts -- as we expect fairness from the Courts? Ought we not 

to strengthen and sustain each and all of the institutions of 

Constitutional government which George Washington and his colleagues 

gave.us to ensure the freedom for which they had fought? 

I am concerned, as you are, that under the hammering of 

hostile critics the President's rating in the popularity polls has 

dropped so low. But one of the major polls recently found that while 

the President's score was 68 to 30 percent negative in January, the 

Congress fared even worse 69 to 21 percent negative. Having been 

a member of Congress for 25 years and knowing most of its incumbent 

members as personally as I have known the President for the same 

period, I say it is tragic and tremendously bad for America when only 

20 to 30 percent of its citizens -- if the polls are anywhere near 

correct -- have a good word to say for their elected officials in 

Washington. I say we need to encourage fairness clear across the 

board or we stand in danger of losing the greatest free government 

the world has ever known. 

# # # 




