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he said h e would submit the name at 9 o'clock that 

call the individual at 7 :3 0 t hat evening to give the i ndividual 

some fo rewarning . - -

So, Hugh Scott and myself went back to the Senate and to 

the House , faced our days labor. I went home -- took my usual swim, 

sat down for dinner with my wife and 16 year old daughter . -- At . 

7 : 25 t hat n ight our downstairs listed telephone -- with five 

extensions rang and my wife went to the phone and she found tha t 

it was our oldest son calling from Boston , Massachusetts . He 

heard that from s ome newspaper , radio or t e l evision commenta tor 

that his old man might get the nomination . And Betty assured him 

that that was so far - fetched and so far out of the possibility or 

the r ealm that h e should not b e upset a nd b other u s a n d s o for th 

and then at 7:30 the upstairs phone rang which has e xtensions 

a nd an unl isted number . Our daught e r who ha s apparently l iste d 

it wi t h cert a in favorit es - -( laught er) dashe d ups tairs a nd answer e d 

i t thinking it was, o f course , going to b e s ome one o f h e r f avori t e 

f rie nds and it turned out to be some body else a nd she yelle d 

down s t airs -- Da d, the President wa n ts to tal k t o you . ( laughter ) 

So I dashed upstairs pr etty fast and got up t here and the operator 

said t he President wanted t o ta l k t o me -- he came on the line and 

said , Jerry I 've got some good news for you , but I want you to get 

Be tty on the line so t hat she can hear it a t the same time . -- So 

he re I am -- on a phon e with no extens i ons and the Pres ident want s 

to talk to both of us , and I trie d to explain hurriedly what the 

pl'Oblem was , and finally gave up and said , Mr . Presiden t can you 
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hang up and call back on the other line. (laughter) ,.., 5J 

Well, he did - - and I went downstairs and got Betty _./ 

off the other line. He didn't change his mind in the 30 seconds 

it took place and hex..e-l- am . --But there was another incident that was indicative of 

what happened - - lots of radio , television, and people wanted to 

come out to the house and interview the family -- Dick Cavett with 

his weekly show , first invitated Betty , the kid/1and myself up to 

New York to be interviewe . I thought it was fine , but it i s 

quiet a logistic problem t get four kids , your wife and yourself 

And I readily without consultin with Betty agreed . So, on a 

Monday on the Thursday night of about 8 o ' clock in the 

morning -- two great big vans with all of the equi pment - - three 

television cameras, dollies , cables , people., everything - moved 

into a relatively modest house . that night about 

6:30 and walked in and here ' s Betty sitting in a corner huddled 

with our 17 year old son sitting on a stool that was the only 

room that was left . And as I walked in , I felt that I see stares 

you know -- (laughter ) And the first and only words she spoke 

to me for the fir t 45 minutes was -- "This wasn ' t one of Ford ' s 

better ideas. 11 -(laughter - applause) 

Its een my observation having served with a number 

of Members or the House as well as the Senate who have come from 




