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ADDRESS OF VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
BEFORE THE ANTI-DEFAMATION LEAGUE
OF THE B'NAI B'RITH
WEST PALM BEACH, FLORIDA
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Today I want to talk about peace.

It was with a dream of peace that Albert Einstein came to
America from Germany. Einstein brought more than the genius that
introduced the nuclear age. He also brought the insight that we
must evolve a new consciousness in which all mankind ascends to
higher levels of human compassion, imagination, and cooperation.

Einstein said that peace cannot be kept by force. It can
only be achieved by understanding.

Another visionary came to the United States from Germany.

He is Henry Kissinger, whose diplomatic skills are helping to bring
fulfillment to Albert Einstein's dream.

There were those whose eyebrows lifted in surprise -- yes
even skepticism -- when President Nixon announced that Henry
Kissinger as his choice for the Secretary of State's office. The
doubters wondered whether the office might limit the marvelous
persuasive powers which helped open the long-closed door to China
and accomplished other major changes in the way we looked at the
world and in the way the world looked at us.

But now I think it i1s obvious, even tofthose skeptics, that
the President's action strengthened rather fhan weakened Henry
Kissinger's influence on diplomacy.

Now, Henry Kissinger speaks as the Chief Foreign Policy
officer for our government with the full weight of the Presidency
behind him. This, I believe, was a positive factor 1n Henry
Kissinger's successful effort to achieve a settlement in the Middle
East.

But before going into more detall about the remarkable
diplomacy of Henry Kissinger, I want to refer to the President who
established the policies that the Secretary of State implements.

(more)
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So much attention has been focused on controversial events in
Washington I fear we are losing sight of the Nixon Administration's
creative relationship with the rest of the world.

The fact 1s that President Nixon's Middle East policy is a
study in credibility, integrity, and consistency. The President's
1968 address before the B'nai B'rith organization clearly outlined
his views of the Arab-Israeli impasse, his commitments, and his
visionary concept of the dangers and hopeful possibilities for that
vital region.

The Nixon doctrine emerged in 1969. It was a concept of the
world that would lead America to listen more and lecture less,
inclining us toward partnership rather than paternalism. The State
of Israel was concerned at that time lest unilateral concessions be
demanded of her and an arbitrary settlement imposed. The President
pledged that the United States would only use its good offices to
assist the parties to the conflict to fashion their own settlement.
He kept his word.

Mr. Nixon made a commitment to help Israel maintain an arms
balance to pro&ide the necessary defense capability. He was mindful
of the massive flow of Soviet arms to Egypt and Syria. He kept his
word.

There was no credibility gap when the U.S. Air Force rushed
transport after transport loaded with arms to Israel during and
after the October war. This was done to replace Israell losses and
maintain the balance in the face of the heavy shipments of Soviet
arms to the area. To finance the airlift and other assistance, the
Administration sponsored a $2.2 billion emergency aid bill.

Mr. Nixon kept his word.

The President was forced to order a military alert in
October to avert the possibility of unilateral direct intervention
by an outside power in the Middle East conflict. Some in Washington
saw a credibility gap. But there was no guestion that the alert was
necessary and there was no credibility gap in the nations directly

(more)
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concerned. They knew what was happening. Again, the President was
consistent with our stated policies.

In recent years there was great concern over the plight of
Soviet Jewish citizens who wanted to emigrate to Israel. President
Nixon said he would intercede. He did. There is no credibility
gap among the many thousands of Soviet Jews who continue to find new
homes in Israel.

Secretary Kissinger's recent mission profited from the new
climate that exists in the world. This is the climate that ensued
from the President's historic initiatives in visiting Moscow and
Peking and from the understandings reached there and in subsequent
exchanges. This is the climate that flows from the President's
extricating our nation from the war in Vietnam, his terminating the
draft, and other accomplishments.

I am convinced that prejudice and hatred between Arab and
Israeli can be transcended just as we have moved forward in our own
relations with the People's Republic of China. Accordingly, we
look toward the continued momentum of Arab-Israeli settlement. Both
sides now have much to gain by not permitting the situation to
stagnate where it is, but to translate it’into steady progress
toward further agreements encompassing the remaining issues,
resulting in a just and durable peace in the Middle East.

This is a test for the parties directly involved as well as
for all powers with interests in the area and, in addition for the
United Nations forces entrusted with peacekeeping on behalf of the
parties and the world community.

Secretary Kissinger's handiwork has relieved a dangerous
global pressure point. The Israell and Egyptian forces are
physically disengaging themselves, with the U.N. forces in between
acting as a buffer. Each side now has the opportunity to carry out
this agreement in such a manner as to instill confidence in the
other side that agreements between them can succeed and can
contribute to the building of peace.

(more)
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All of the credit does not belong to American dipl;RE?§. A
large share accrues to the courage, goodwill, and vision of leaders
in both Egypt and Israel. I salute the statesmanship of President
Sadat of Egypt and Prime Minister Golda Meir of Israel.

Secretary Kissinger's genius was in narrowing the distance
between the parties without imposing a formula from outside. He
acted as a go-between for the two sides. This is far better than
coercion. It enhances America's moral standing with both parties,
increases our influence, and decreases the chances of American
military embroilment.

I wish to reaffirm that Israel will not be expected to
negotiate from a position of weakness. We are continuing our policy
of appropriate arms supply to Israel. We are carefully observing
developments to ascertain that redeployment of Israeli troops
strengthens the mutual desire to pursue peace and lessens the chances
for a renewal of hostilities.

We are continuing to work with the Soviet Union in efforts to
minimize regional friction.

We have felt that the oil embargo imposed by some nations
against the nations of the industrialized world and particularly
against us was ill-advised. Its implications for the world's
economic stability are far reaching. I share Secretary Kissinger's
stated view that failure to end the embargo in a reasonable time
would be highly inappropriate and would raise serious questions of
confidence with respect to the nations with whom we have dealt on
this issue.

Meanwhile, we must proceed with our own energy development.
Exploitation of domestic petroleum and natural gas potentialities,
along with nuclear, solar, geothermal, and non-fossil fuels is vital.
We will never again permit any foreign nation to have Uncle Sam over
a barrel of oil.

Cooperation by consumers has reduced energy demands to the
point where we will get through the winter without serious hardship

(more)
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in American homes. We have been able to defer gasoline rationing
and hope we will be able to avoid it entirely. But this depends on
continued conservation by the public and industry.

While I am more optimistic now about a 1lifting of the Arab
embargo, even this will not solve the basic shortage. Our American
living standard continues to improve with an ever-expanding need
for energy.

President Nixon has invited other oil-consuming nations to
meet in Washington next month to discuss the energy shortage.
Control of inflation is linked with the price of oil. The President
has said that the energy shortage "threatens to unleash political
and economic forces that could cause severe and irreparable damage
to the prosperity and stability of the world."

Against this background, it is particularly encouraging that
peace is becoming popular. A first step toward a permanent settle
settlement has been taken in the agreement on military disengagement.

A logical next step would involve disengagement along the
Syrian~Israel lines. Any such move, of course, would also have to
address the issue of Israeli prisoners of war. I recall all too
vividly the torment of Americans over the unknown fate of our
P.O.W.'s in North Vietnam.

Secretary Kissinger judged very astutely the moment when
Egypt and Israel were equally ready to go from a state of permanent
hostility to a state of possible accommodation. He converted that
readiness into a formula that both countries could accept. We pray
that this can now likewise be done with regard to the confrontation
on the Syrian-Israeli front.

A process of awakening has started in the region where fear
and death have stalked frontiers for over a quarter of a century.
It has come at a terrible cost. The United States will continue to
work in every way to encourage a permanent settlement acceptable to
both sides. It i1s my fervent hope that from such a peace will flow
a spirit of greater cooperation not only between the Arabs and

Israelis but among all peoples.
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Our enemies are not other nations or groups of humanity
different from ourselves. Our enemies are hunger, disease, poverty
ignorance, hopelessness, fear, and hatred. Our great challenge is
not 1n military confrontation but in harnessing the natural
resources and industrial genius of humanity to assure better lives
for all Americans and the entire family of man.

A Jewish sage made the beautiful prophecy that Israel will
be rebuilt only through peace. This applies to the Arab states and
to our own country as well.

The great religions of the Western world, Christianity and
Judaism, emerged in that holy land which is at long last on the
threshold of peace. That land is also sacred to the believers in
the Koran, the faith of Islam. All of us -- Christian, Jew, and
Moslem -~ share the same supreme Creator.

In that spirit, I pray that God will bless our country, that
it may ever be a stronghold of peace, and its advocate in the counc
of nations. May He strengthen the bonds of friendship and fellowsh

among the inhabitants of all lands.
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