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and a great sports fan -- Speaker Sam Rayburn. The award
bears the same name that he was known by during his many
years of service in Washington; it's called the "Mr. Sam"
award. This award is presented each year to a govemment
figure who has made a special contribution to sports.
This year's Mr., Sam award goes to a man who lettered
in football, track and swimming when he was in college and
who became a famous radio sports announcer. His nickname
then was "Dutch' Reagan -- and I might say that as one who
represented Grand Rapids, Michigan in the Congress for 25
years, you couldn't have a better nickname than that.
Later, of course, he went on to the movies, There aren't
many Americans my age who don't remember Ronald Reagan in
his role as the great George Gipp of Notre Dame. In this
regard, I must say I'm a bit envious of him -- not because he
got to play that role but because he still looks the same now as
he did then.
Today, of course, Ronald Reagan is the distinguished Governor
of our most populous State -- and in that role his contributions to

sports continue to be substantial ones. And that is why he is receiving



tonight the Mr. Sam Award from the Washington Touchdown Club.
Incidentally, Ron, I understand we might give you this

award again next year if you'll give us the Padres.

# # #
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It 1s a great pleasure for me to assist in presenting this
award.

But before I do that let me take a moment to tell you what
an inspiration it is to see so many fine people being honored here
tonight, not only because they are fine sportsmen and dedicated
athletes, but also because they are fine human beings and dedicated
citizens.

We recognize each of these people in part because of theilr
individual excellence and the achievements which have resulted
from their own diligence and hard work. But we also recognize them
as representatives of their associates -- the teammates who
supported them, the coaches who inspired them, the opponents who
challenged them, the friends and families and fans who cheered them
on. All of these groups are a part of the great sports scene in
America, and all of them have helped to make sports a valuable part
of our national life.

The award I am presenting tonight is named after one of the
most distinguished Americans I have ever known -- a great legislator
and a great sports fan -- Speaker Sam Rayburn. The award bears the
same name that he was known by during his many years of service in
Washington; it's called the "Mr. Sam" award. This award is
presented each year to a government figure who has made a special
contribution to sports.

This year's Mr. Sam award goes to a man who lettered in
football, track and swimming when he was in college and who became
a famous radio sports announcer. His nickname then was "Dutch'

Reagan -- and I might say that as one who represented Grand Rapids,

(more)
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Michigan in the Congress for 25 years, you couldn't have a better
nickname than that.

Later, of course, he went on to the movies. There aren't
many Americans my age who don't remember Ronald Reagan in his role
as the great George Gipp of Notre Dame. 1In this regard, I must say
I'm a bit envious of him -- not because he got to play that role but
because he still looks the same now as he did then.

Today, of course, Ronald Reagan is the distinguished Governor
of our most populous State -- and in that role his contributions to
sports continue to be substantial ones. And that is why he is
receiving tonight the Mr. Sam Award from the Washington Touchdown
Club.

Incidentally, Ron, I understand we might give you this award

again next year if you'll give us the Padres.
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