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Jerry, our Vice President, comes home -~ Continued, Page 2

- - - . . v Oy /;

the first in the middle school's newly established Hall of
Fame. Ford was graduated from South High School in 1930.
In addition to being an All-~City center for two years and
captain of the football team as a senior,‘Ford was also a
member of South's National Honor Society, Inter-Hi Council,
Sodalitas Latina and Glee Club,

At 10:30, after the visit to his high school alma mater,
a brief motorcade will accompany Ford to a downtown news
conference. Observed along the route will be the site ofA
the first of several Ford family residences in Grand Rapids;
St. Mary's llospital whose recent growth benefitted from Federal
funding arranged by then—Congressman Ford; and his former
district headquartefs on Cherry Street among others, Local
motorists arc urged by the celebration committee to turn on
car headlights any time they drive during the day in salute to
Ford's 25th Anniversary llomecoming.

Representatives from both local and national news media
are expected to fill the Grand Rapids Press Club at 11 o'clock
fer a 45-minute conference with the new Vice President. Ford
will be hosted at a prayer luncheon in the Civic Auditorium by
Dilly Zeoli, Gospel Films. A separate women's luncheon honoring
Mrs, Betty Ford, also a Grand Rapids native, is planned by
Kent County lepublican ladies,

Each of the 5th District constituents who supported Jerry

Tord throughout his 25 years in the Congress has an opportunity



to congratulate him personally during the afternoon. From

two until five p.m., the Fords will meet the public in the
lobby of the Kent County building in Vandenberg Center.,
Numerous bands are being scheduled to entertain both public
and honored guests in Calder Plaza throughout the afternoon.
The day's festivities will be climaxed by a gala dinner
for 1500 set for 7 p.m. at Calvin College TFieldhouse, Thé
commitfee has already issued invitations at $12,50 per person
to several thousand residenté. While the occasion is expected
to be a "sellout," anyone who was nissed and wishes to attend
may call 459-0141 with reservation inquiries.
Planners of the evening's program promise, "There will
be no long speeches," Colorful groups tentatively invited to
participate includé the University of Michigan Friars,
local Shrine bandsmen and Latvian dancers,
A few long-time friehds will share glimpses into Jerry Ford's
early years; humorous presentations will spotlight his frequent
visits to area celebrations; and brief tributes will be paid
by guest celebrities representing Ford's Congressional years.,
IIis 25th Anniversary Ilomecoming will conclude with Vicé President

Ford'!'s response at the dinner,

#

(Further details will be forthcoming.)



























REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
AT A LUNCHEON
IN CONNECTION WITH "JERRY FORD DAY"
GRAND RAPIDS CIVIC AUDITORIUM

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 1974

FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON THURSDAY

Thank you for this heartwarming welcome. And for thisgﬁrea g
homecoming for me.

I discovered something today. Others may think they know
what happiness is, but I have found out for certain,

Happiness is coming home to old friends in Grand Rapids. It
is hearing their friendly voices. It is seeing the special greeting
in their eyes. It i1s the warmth of their handshakes.

And it's getting some hugs and kisses too.

To all of you, for making this such a happy day for me, I
want to express my deepest gratitude. I will always remember it as
a day of pure joy.

I especially want to thank those who have arranged this
luncheon to consider some of the spiritual values related to
athletics.

It is a subject of great interest for me because it involves
some of the things I've tried to do with my life. It has to do with
the way I see the world and how I might fit into it -- and be of

some use, if possible. As you can understand, this is a highly

subjective view, one that is very personal with me -- and not a
little private -- but I want to share some thoughts on the subject
with you.

There are a multitude of activities where people develop
their personal spiritual values. Athletics is only one of them.
Each of us sets the scale of his or her values through personal
experiences of all kinds. For me, athletics has been one of those

experiences.

(more)
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Alfred North Whitehead once said that "The human body is an
instrument for the production of art in the 1life of the human soul."”

I believe that. Athletics is an expression of the physical
side of our nature, but we know that it involves much more than
physical prowess. It helps to develop the whole person, because an
athletic game is a microcosm of life itself.

It involves successes and failures, the good breaks and the
bad. There are joys and exhilaration -- and hurts and
disappointments. There are opportunities to be seized -~ and
opportunities that can be lost. There are regrets, remorse -- and
tears. We get knocked down and we learn to get up and keep going.

We learn team play, cooperation. We learn what competition
is -- both fair and unfair. There are moments of expectation and
time for long reflection. But more often it is a time for instant
decision. It 1is struggle. It involves strife, energy and a drive
toward a goal. It is pain, sadness -- and sympathy for others. You
learn to cry and not be ashamed of tears. You know triumph and
defeat.

And through that hard earned experience and knowledge, the
athlete builds within himself values that endure for a lifetime.

The value of humility, for instance -~ humility achieved when the
flush of triumph disappears into the dust of defeat. Or when a
football team which has played its best game learns 1t has

been voted out of the Rose Bowl. The value of charity -- charity
achieved when you extend a helping hand to an opponent you have just
tackled. Or when you decide not to score that extra touchdown in
the last minutes of play because there 1s no need to humiliate your
opponent. The value of brotherhood -- brotherhood achieved when the
blockers unselfishly clear the way for the ball carrier. Or when
the quarterback wailts 'till the right second to throw the ball,
though he knows the oncoming wave of tacklers will crush him because

he waited.

(more)
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I've Just realized that I have used examples exclusively
from football. That is my favorite sport, of course. But similar
examples can be found in any competitive sport. And those
sports-~imbued values contribute -- in a larger sense -- to the
benefit of our country. For the spiritual development encouraged
by athletic contests helps each person become a better citizen,
encourages him to join with his fellow citizens in moving his
neighborhood, his community, his state, his nation, one step further
up the road of progress.

The journey is never swift. We remove from our path only
one stone at a time. But in this struggle, I belileve, lies an
opportunity for further spiritual development that can add new
meaning and new satisfactions to our lives. Athletics can be a
guide to such participation.

The only thing required is to remember that the end of 1life
is not to sit on the sidelines. It 1s to be out there on the
playing field. That's where the action is. And that's where we

all belong.

### P




COELEGE LTANDiNG | ALLENDALE, MICHIGAN 49401 | TELEPHONE 616-895-6611

THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE COLLEGES

January 18, 1974

Mr,. William Roberts

Deputy Press Secretary
Office of the Vice President
Room 281

0ld Executive Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20511

Dear Mr. Roberts:

As I mentioned in our telephone conversation today, your staff did an
excellent job in assisting the press in covering the January 17 visit
of the Vice Pre51dent in Grand Rapids.

It is my understanding the Vice President plans to return to Michigan

on February 9, 1974. With this in mind, we would like to renew our request
for an interview as previously outlined in our correspondence of December 21,
1973. The interview would be thirty-minutes in length and recorded at one
of the following locations:

1. In Detroit, at the studios of WIVS, Channel 56 (the PBS station)
We have reserved those facilities for that day;

2. In Grand Rapids, at our Allendale studios of WGVC, Channel 35;

3. At any other convenient location in the state, utilizing the
same professional mobile unit we rented to cover the Vice
President's address at South Middle School during his visit last
week.

With these options available, and with continued interest from PBS to
distribute the program to its 240 member stations, it is our hope that you
will be able to find a position in the February 9th itinerary for this event.
We believe Americans want to learn more about the new Vice President in a
personal way.



Mr., William Roberts
Page two
January 18, 1974

We can hold the facilities in Detroit through February 5th without penalty
for cancellation. The other options would be available closer to the visit.
Option 2 would probably carry the same disadvantages for the Vice President
as were presented last week, those of time and travel.

WGVC would provide the Vice President with an outline of our proposed questions
allowing him time to contemplate his responses prior to or on route to Michigan.
Should there be need for additional information, please call me at 616-895-6691.

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response.
Yours 31ncerely,

Charles R. Furman _@/
Program Director N 7
WGVC Channel 35 R e

CRF:is
cc: Mr, Paul Miltich
Press Secretary

Office of the Vice President

Mr. Jerry Elliott






















































































