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· LUNCHEON ·, IN CONNECT I ON I TH "JERRY FORD JAY" 
GRAND RAPIDS CIVIC AUDITORIUM' GRAND 
RAPIDS , MICH ., JAN . 11, 1974 . 

THANK YOU FOR THIS HEART ARMING 
'ELCO .E. AND FOR THIS GREAT HOMECOMING 

FOR ME . 

I DISCOVERED SOMETHING TODAY. 
OTHERS MAY THINK THEY KNO · ~HAT HAPPINESS 
1s , BUT I HAVE FOU D OUT FOR CERTAIN. 

Digitized from Box 128 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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HAPP I NESS IS COMING HOME TO OLD 
FRIENDS IN GRAND RAPIDS. IT IS HEARING 
THE IR FRIENDLY VOICES. IT IS SEEING THE 
SPECIAL GREETING IN THEIR EYES. IT IS THE 

VJARMTH OF THEIR HANDSHAKES. 

AND IT~ S GETTING SOME HUGS AND 

KISSES TOO. 

TO ALL OF You ,, FOR MAK ING THIS 
SUCH A HAPPY DAY FOR ME, I WANT TO EXPRESS 
MY DEEPEST GRATITUDE. I WILL ALYAYS 
REME~BER IT AS A DAY OF PURE JOY. 
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1 ESPECIALLY WANT TO THANK THOSE 
WHO HAVE ARRANGED THIS LUNCHEON TO CONSIDER 
SOME OF THE SPIRITUAL VALUES RELATED TO 
ATHLETICS . q-- pi..._~ if 

IT IS A SUBJECT OF GREAT INTEREST 
FOR ME BECAUSE IT INVOLVES SOME OF THE 
THINGS l ~ VE TRIED TO DO WITH MY LIFE. IT 
HAS TO DO WITH THE WAY I SEE THE WORLD AND 
HOW I MIGHT FIT INTO IT -- AND BE OF SOME 
USE ' IF POSSIBLE . AND YOU CAN UNDERSTAND' 
THIS IS A HIGHLY SUBJECTIVE VIE ' 
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0NE THAT IS VERY PERSONAL WITH ME -- AND 
NOT A LITTLE PRIVATE -- BUT I ~ANT TO 
SHARE SOME THOUGHTS ON THE SUBJECT NITH YOU. 

THERE ARE A MULTITUDE OF 
ACTIVITIES 'HERE PEOPLE DEVELOP THEIR 
PERSONAL SPIRITUAL VALUES. ATHLETICS IS 
ONLY ONE OF THEM. EACH OF US SETS THE 
SCALE OF HIS OR HER VALUES THROUGH PERSONAL 
EXPERIENCES OF ALL KINDS. FOR ME , 
ATHLETICS HAS BEEN ONE OF THOSE EXPERIENCE_~ 

~A:~~ ftt-J 71s-1 ~7k.~ 
~. 
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ALFRED NORTH WHITEHEAD ONCE SAID 
THAT "THc. HUt~AN BODY IS AN INSTRUMENT FOR 

THE PRODUCTION OF ART IN THE LIFE OF THE 
HUt~AN SOUL • " 

I BELIEVE THAT. ATHLETICS IS AN 
EXPRESSION OF THE PHYSICAL SIDE OF OUR 
NATURE , BUT ~E KNOW THAT IT INVOLVES MUCH 
MORE THAN PHYSICAL PROWESS. IT HELPS TO 
DEVELOP THE WHOLE PERSON' BECAUSE AN 
ATHLETIC GAME IS A MICROCOSM OF LIFE 
ITSELF. 
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1 T INVOLVES SUCCESSES AND 
FAILURES' THE GOOD BREAKS AND THE BAD . 
THERE ARE JOYS AND EXHILARATION -- AND 
HURTS AND DISAPPOINTMENTS . THERE ARE 
OPPORTUNITIES TO BE SEIZED -- AND 
OPPORTUNITIES THAT CAN BE LOST. THERE ARE 
REGRETS' REMORSE -- ANO TEARS. WE GET 
KNOCKED DOWN AND E LEARN TO GET UP ANO 
KEEP GOING. 
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WE LEARN TEAM PLAY' COOPERATION. 
~E LEARN WHAT COMPETITION IS -- BOTH FAIR 

AND UNFAIR. THERE ARE MO~ENTS OF 
EXPECTATION AND .TIME FOR LONG REFLECTION. 
BUT MORE OFTEN IT IS A TIME FOR INSTANT 
DECISION . IT IS STRUGGLE. IT INVOLVES 
STRIFE ' ENERGY AND A DRIVE TOWARD A GOAL. 
IT IS ~AIN , SADNESS -- AND SYMPATHY FOR 
OTHERS . YOU LEARN TO CRY ANO NOT BE 
ASHAMED OF TEARS. YOU K~OW TRIUMPH AND 
uEFEAT . 
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ANO THROUGH THAT HARD EARNED 
EXPERIENCE ANO KNOWLEDGE, THE ATHLETE BUILDS 
WITHIN HIMSELF VALUES THAT ENDURE FOR A 
LIFETIME . THE VALUE OF HUMILITY , FOR 
INSTANCE - - HUMILITY ACHIEVED WHEN THE 
FLUSH OF TRIUMPH DISAPPEARS INTO THE DUST 
OF DEFEAT . OR WHEN A FOOTBALL TEAM WHICH 
HAS PLA YEO ·I TS BEST GAME OF THE SEASON 
LEARNS IT HAS BEEN VOTED OUT OF THE ROSE 
BOWL . THE VALUE OF CHARITY -- CHARITY 
ACHIEVED WHEN YOU EXTEND A HELPING HANO TO 
AN OPPONENT YOU HAVE JUST TACKLED . 
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0R WHEN YOU DECIDE NOT TO SCORE THAT EXTRA 
TOUCHDOWN IN THE LAST MINUTES OF PLAY 
BECAUSE THERE IS NO NEED TO HUMILIATE YOUR 
OPPONENT. 

' 

THE VALUE OF BROTHERHOOD --
BROTHERHOOD ACHIEVED WHEN THE BLOCKERS 
UNSELFISHLY CLEAR THE WAY FOR THE BALL 
CARRIER . OR WHEN THE QUARTERBACK WAITS 
'TILL THE RIGHT SECOND TO THROW THE BALL, 
THOUGH HE KNOWS THE ONCOMING WAVE OF 
TACKLERS ~ILL CRUSH HIM BECAUSE HE WAITED. 
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, ~ VE JUST REALIZED THAT I HAVE 
USED EXAMPLES EXCLUSIVELY FROM FOOTBALL. 
THAT IS MY FAVORITE SPORT , OF COURSE. BUT 
SIMILAR EXAMPLES CAN BE FOUND IN ANY 
COMPETITIVE SPORT . AND THOSE SPORTS--IMBUED 
VALUES CONTRIBUTE -- IN A LARGER SENSE -
TO THE BENEFIT OF OUR COUNTRY. FOR THE 
SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT ENCOURAGED BY 
ATHLETIC CONTESTS HELPS EACH PERSON BECOME 
A BETTER CITIZEN ' ENCOURAGES HIM TO JOIN 
WITH HIS FELLOW CITIZENS IN MOVING HIS 
NEIGHBORHOOD ' HIS COMMUNITY ' HIS STATE, 
HIS NATION , ONE STEP FURTHER UP THE ROAD OF 
PROGRESS. 
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THE JOURNEY IS NEVERS~ IFT. WE 
REMOVE FR01~ OUR PATH ONLY ONE STONE AT A 
TIME. BUT IN THIS STRUGGLE' I BELIEVE, 
LIES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR FURTHER SPIRITUAL 
DEVELOPMENT THAT CAN ADO NEW MEANING AND 
NEW SATISFACTIONS TO OUR LIVES. ATHLETICS 
CAN 3E A GUIDE TO SUCH PARTICIPATION. 

_, 
'¢ 
(It: 
..> 

THE ONLY THING REQUIRED IS TO ~~ 
REMEMBER THAT THE END OF LIFE IS NOT TO 
SIT ON THE SIDELINES. IT IS TO BE OUT 
THERE ON THE PLAYING FIELD. THAT~S WHERE 
THE ACTION IS. AND THAT•s WHERE WE ALL 

. BELONG. -;iv._~~ ""'.:i;4, ~ rr/ 
~ t-,,:H~ ~ ~ 7'i: ~ 4. ,)Jr, 
~ii,~~--- END-- ~+--!::(?-_. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Monday, Jan . 7, 1974 

WASHINGTON , D. C. 

CONTACT: 
Paul Miltich 456- 2364 

Vice President Gerald R. Ford will make a sentimental journey 

to his home town of Grand Rapids , Mich ., the eveni ng of Jan . 16 and 

spend the entire day Jan . 17 there enj oying a welcome-home 

celebration . 

Theme of Jerry Ford Day on Jan . 17 will be liJerry , Our Vice 

President , Comes i-:ome . " 

Grand Rapids Area friends plan a personal welcome for the 

Vice ?resident when he arrives at Kent County Airport at 10 p . m. 

Jan. 16. 

According to the local committee planning the Jerry Ford Day , 

two cclurrms of friends , former teachers and neighbors will form an 

aisl~ of welcome from the Vice President ' s plane to a waiting 

motorcade . The welcome lane will include all the men who served as 

Grand Rapids mayors during the 25 years Mr . Ford _has represented 

Michigan ' s Fifth District in Congress . The welcome also will feature 

a card section of several hundred persons spelling out the Jerry Ford 

Day theme and a musical salute from an ensemble of all the Grand 

Rapids Area hign school bands . 

On Jan.· 17 Mr . Ford will go at 9 : 30 a . m. to what used to be 

South High School· when he attended there and now is South Middle 

(El.ore) 
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School. ~J.e will speak to a sci1oo:L asse:nbly , wi ti-1 the audience to 

include not only all South ~iddle School students but representatives 

from all other Grand Rapias secondary schools and some of the Vice 

President ' s forrner teachers and South High School football teammates . 

The rest of the day 1 s program will include a ne.ws conference 

at 11 a.rn ., a luncheon in the Grand Rapids Civic Auditorium, a 

reception at the City-County Building, a dinner at the Calvin College 

Fieldhouse, and a private reception with several hundred Republican 

leaders an:i campaign contributors . 

The dinner will be a $12.50-a- plate event , with the proceeds 

used to r,1eet the expenses incurred by the Jerry Ford Committee which 

is organizing the tribute to the Vice President . Speakers will 

include Michigan Gov . William Milliken and Congressman Elford A. 

Cederberg, dean of the Michigan Republican delegation in Congress. 

The Vice President will give a response to the tributes paid him by 

After the close of the day's events, the Vice President will 

board his plane at 11 : 30 p . ra . for the flight back to Washington . 

# # # 
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For Immediate Release 

When he returns to Grand Rapids for the first time since 

his inauguration as Vice President, Jerry Ford will be greeted 

with a :full scale hometown welcome. A day-long series of 

events is planned January 17 giving district residents ample 

opportunity to s-reet their favorite son personally .. (The 

schedule is announced by the Jerry Ford IIomccomine; Committee, 

a special group established by the Kent County Hepublican 

Committee.) 

Festivities actually get underway Uednesday nicht (Jan-

uary 16) at Kent County Airport where the vice presidential 

party is expected to arrive at 10 p.m. from "llashington. 

A brief and informal airport reception Hill include music by 

the South Middle School Band (where Ford attended classes,) 

with a receivint; line composed of teamma t es from his state 

championship Sou th High football tea:n, former teachers, Grand 

Hapids mayors and other close friends. 

Jerry Ford ' s association with South Hill again b e high-

lighted the follo1dng day. The Vice President will attend a 



Jerry, our Vice President, comes home Continued, Page 2 .. 

program there during which his portrait will. be unveiled 

the f'irst in the middle school's newly established Hall o:f 

Fame. Ford was graduated :from South High School in 19JO. 

In addition to being an All-City center f'or two years and 

captain o:f the f'ootball team as a senior, Ford was also a 

member of' South's National Honor Society, Inter-Hi Council, 

Sodalitas Latina and Glee Club. 

At 10:JO, a:fter the visit to his high school alma mater, 

a brief' motorcade will accompany Ford to a downtown news 

conference. Observed along the route will be the site o:f 

the :first of' several Ford :family residences in Grand Rapids; 

St. Nary's Hospital whose recent growth bene:fitted :from Federal 

funding arranged by then-Congressman Ford; and his :former 

district headquarters on Cherry Street among others. Local 

motorists arc urged by the celebration committee to turn on 

car headlights any time they drive during the day in salute to 

Ford's 25th Anniversary Homecoming. 

Hepresentatives :from both local and national news media 

are expected to :fill the Grand Rapids Press Club at 11 o'clock 

:for a 45-minute conference with the new Vice President. Ford 

will be hosted at a prayer luncheon in the Civic Auditorium by 

Dilly Zeoli, Gospel Films. A separate women's luncheon honoring 

Nrs. Detty Ford, also a Grand H.apids native, is planned by 

Kent County l1epublican ladieso 

Each o:f the 5th District constituents who supported Jerry 

Ford throughout his 25 years in the Congress has an opportunity 
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to congratulate him personally during the af'ternoon. From 

two until :five p.m., the Fords will meet the public in the 

lobby of' the Kent County building in Vandenberg Center. 

Numerous bands· are being scheduled to entertain both public 

and honored guests in Calder Plaza throughout the af'ternoon. 

The day's :festivities will be clim~""<ed by a gala dinner 

f'or 1500 set :f'or 7 p.m. at Calvin College Fieldhouse. The 

committee has already issued invitations at $12.50 per person 

to several thousand residents. 1'lhile the occasion is expected 

to be a "sellout," anyone who "l.jas missed and wishes to attend 

may call 459-0141 with reservation inquiries. 

Planners of' the evening's program promise, 11 There will 

be no long speeches." Color:ful groups tentatively invited to 

participate include the University of' Michigan Friars, 

local Shrine bandsmen and Latvian dancers. 

A few long-time :friends will share glimpses into Jerry Ford's 

early years; humorous presentations will spotlight his :frequent 

visits to area celebrations; and brief tributes will be paid 

by guest celebrities representing Ford's Congressional years. 

IIis 25th Anniversary Homecoming will con.elude with Vice President 

Ford's response at the dinner. 

# 

(Further details will be :forthcoming.) 
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Gospel Films, Inc. is: 

Fl LM PRODUCTION ... 

Gospel F ilms produces high quality motion pictures that 

present the Gospel of Christ in a clear, attractive way. 

CHURCH SHOWINGS ... 

More than 45,000 showings each year make Gospel Films the 

leading distributor of motion pictures to millions of Christians 

in the North American Churches. 

OVERSEAS SHOWINGS ... 

Gospel Films have been translated into 36 languages and shown 

in 1 58 countries and territories. Missionaries from 306 

organizations use these excellent tools for evangelism. 

SCHOOL SHOWINGS . .. 

Each year, an increasing number of requests come from 

educators. During 1972-73, our films were shown more than 

68,000 times in schools. We provide the f i lms at no charge and 

pay postage both ways. 

PROFESSIONAL SPORTS ... 

Due in part to the efforts of the President of Gospel Films, 21 

teams in the National Football League have regular chapel 

services for players and coaches. These pro-athletes, when 

committed to Ch rist, make a profound impact on American 

youth. 

Gospel Films, Inc. is: 

... a not-for-profit, Michigan-based organization attempting, 

through the power of Almighty God, to focus the hearts of 

mankind on the reality of the person of Jesus Christ. Its 

ministry is vibrant. Its message is positive. Its target is the 

world. 

~ice-gttuidenlia.f ~'o 

g~tt ~ancliean 
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Last year, then Congressman Gerald Ford and Gospel Films Pres
ident, B illy Zeoli, hosted a special luncheon in Washington, D. C., 
for members of Congress and professional athletes. Norm Evans, 
all-pro from the Miami Dolph ins was among the array of athletes at 
that luncheon. 

Dave Boyer, recording artist from 
York, Pa. was also featured. All four 
of these men w ill be part of today's 
memorable event along with: 

Lyman S. Parks 

Elmer Lago 

Mayor of Grand Rapids 

Chairman of the Board 
of Gospel Films, Inc. 

Rich Devos Vice-Chairman of the 
Board of Gospel Films, Inc. 

Mike Ford The Vice-President's Son 

HEAD TABLE 

Left to right: 

Joe Weatherly* ; Dave Boyer; Rod Murch ison•; Ted Essenburg•; 0. 

Paul Corley• ; Dr. Robert Ludwig* ; Mike Ford; Richard DeVos' ; 

The Honorable Gerald R. Ford, Vice-President of the United States 

of America; Bil ly Zeol i ' ; Elmer Lago• ; Norm Evans; Frank Groten

huis*; Mayor Lyman Parks; Rev. Roy 0. Ostenson, Rector of Grace 

Episcopal Church; Gordon VanderTill, 5th Congressional District 

Administrator; Paul Bui ten•; Conrad Lenger•; Dr. Claude Van 

Andel* ; Don VanderSchie' ; Charles Peterman •. 

• - Gospel Films, Inc. Board Membe.r 

PROGRAM 

Welcome .............................. Billy Zeoli 

Pledge to the Flag 

Invocation ......................... Lyman S. Parks 

LUNCH SERVED 

By 

THE PANTLIND HOTEL STAFF 

Vocal Solo . ....... ... ... .. .... ... . .. .. . Dave Boyer 

Scripture Reading ...................... . Elmer Lago 

Prayer ............................. Richard DeVos 

Testimonial ...................... ..... Norm Evans 

Vocal Solo ............ . ............... . Dave Boyer 

Introduction of Guest of Honor ............ Billy Zeoli 

Address ............................ The Honorable 
Gerald R. Ford 

Vice-President of 
the United States 

of America 

Presentation and Closing Remarks ........... Billy Zeoli 

Vocal Solo ............................ . Dave Boyer 

Benediction . ...... . ... ... ...... ........ Mike Ford 





GERALD FORD 

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY; STU
DENT COUNCIL; INTER-HI COUNCIL; 
SODALITAS LATINA; GLEE CLUB; 
VARSITY CLUB; FOOTBALL, CAP
TAIN; FOOTBALL, SECOND TEAM ; 
BASKETBALL, FIRST TEAM; TRACK; 
PHOTO COMMITTEE. 

" Ruffles & Flourishes" 
South Middle Band 

Invocation 

January 17, 1974 

Reuben Smartt, Princ ipal of South Middle School 

" Star Spangled Banner" 
South M iddle Band 

" Freedom Isn't Free" 
South Middle Choir 

Introduction of platform guests 
Master of Ceremon ies, Dr. John Dow 

Deputy Superintendent 

Welcome 
Mayor Lyman Parks 

Introduction of t he Vice President 
Superintendent Phi llip E. Runkel 

The Vice Pres ident of the United States 
Gerald R. Ford 

Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony 
Reuben Smartt 

John Marion Jackie Woods 
Lacey McCoy Carolyn Stewart 

Closing Remarks 
Charles F. Porter, President 

Board of Education 

" Lift Every Voice and Sing" 
South Middle Choir 
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For Immediate Release 

When he returns to Grand Rapids for the first time since 

his inauguration as Vice President, Jerry Ford will be greeted 

1vi th a full scale hometown welcome. A day-lone; series of 

ever:.ts is planned January 17 giving district residents ample 

opportunity to greet their favorite son personallyo (The 

schedule is announced by the Jerry Ford Homccorainc; Co111r.1ittee, 

a special group established by the Kent County 11epublican 

Committee.) 

Festivities actually get undcr,vay ~Iedncsday night (Jan-

uary 16) at Kent County Airport where the vice presidential 

party is e:;:pccted to arrive at 10 p.m. from Uashington. 

A brief and informal a i rport recept ion Hill include music by 

the South :t·liddlc S c h ool Dand (where For d a ttended classes,) 

with a receivin0 line composed of teammates from his state 

championship Sou th IIigh football t e a:.~, former teachers, Grand 

Hap ids mayors ancl o t h e r close friend s . 

Jerry li'ord 1 ~ association with Sout!1 ,-;ill again be high-

lighted the folloh·ing day. The Vic e Prc s ldent will attend a 
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program there during which his portrait will be unveiled as 

the first in the middle school's newly established Hall of 

Fame. Ford was graduated from South High School in 19JO. 

In addition to being an All-City center for two years and 

captain of the football team as a senior, Ford was also a 

member of South's National Honor Society, Inter-Hi Council, 

Sodalitas Latina and Glee Club. 

At 10:JO, after the visit to his high school alma mater, 

a brief motorcade will accompany Ford to a do1mtown news 

conference . Observed along the route will be the site of 

the first of several Ford family re sidences in Grand Rapids; 

St. Nary 1 s Hospital whose recent groHth benefitted from Federal 

:fundinc- arranged by then-Congressman. Ford; and his former 

district headquarters on Cherry Street among others. Local 

motorists arc urged by the celebration conrr.1ittee to turn on 

car headlights any time they drive durinc; the day in salute to 

Ford 1 s 25th .lmni v ersary IIomecominc. 

nepresentatives from both local and national news media 

are expected to fill the Grand Rapids Press Club at 11 o'clock 

for a 45-minute con.ference with the new Vice President. Ford 

will be hosted at a prayer luncheon in the Civic Auditorium by 

Dilly Zeoli , Go s pel Films. A sepa rate women' s luncheon honoring 

1-lrs. Detty Ford, also a Grand H.apids native, is planned by 

Kent County :lepublican ladies o 

Each of the 5tll District constituents who supported Jerry 

Ford tllrouc-hout his 25 years in the Congress has an opportunity 
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to congratulate him personally during the afternoon. From 

hrn until five porn., the Fords will meet the public in the 

lobby of the Kent County building in Vandenberg Center. 

Numerous bands are being scheduled to entertain both public 

and honored guests in Calder Plaza througl10ut the afternoon. 

The day's festivities will be clima.""<:ed by a gala dinner 

for 1500 set for 7 p.m. at Calvin College Fieldhouse. The 

committee has already issued invitations at $12.50 per person 

to several thousand residentso 1'lhile the occasion is expected 

to be a "sellout," anyone who was missed and wishes to attend 

may call 459-0141 with reservation inquiries. 

Planners of' the e vening ' s pro gram promise, "There will 

be no long speeches." Colorful groups tentatively invited to 

participate include the University of Hichigan Friars, 

local Shrine bandsmen and Latvian dancers. 

A few long-time friends will share glimpses into Jerry Ford's 

early years; humorous presentations will spotlight his frequent 

visits to area celebrations; and brief tributes will be paid 

by guest celebrities representing Ford ' s Congressional years. 

His 25th Anniversary Homecoming will conclude with Vice President 

Ford's response at the dinner. 

# 

(Further details will be forthcoming.) 
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REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
AT A LUNCHEON 

IN CONNECTION WITH "JERRY FORD DAY" 
GRAND RAPIDS CIVIC AUDITORIUM 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 17, 1974 

FOR RELEASE AT 12 NOON THURSDAY 
t:: 
\ ,> 

\ {) \· / 

Thank you for this heartwarming welcome. And for this '-~t' .. / 

homecoming for me. 

I discovered something today. Others may think they know 

what happiness is, but I have found out for certain. 

Happiness is coming home to old friends in Grand Rapids. It 

is hearing their friendly voices. It is seeing the special greeting 

in their eyes. It is the warmth of their handshakes. 

And it's getting some hugs and kisses too. 

To all of you, for making this such a happy day for me, I 

want to express my deepest gratitude. I will always remember it as 

a day of pure joy. 

I especially want to thank those who have arranged this 

luncheon to consider some of the spiritual values related to 

athletics. 

It is a subject of great interest for me because it involves 

some of the things I've tried to do with my life. It has to do with 

the way I see the world and how I might fit into it and be of 

some use, if possible. As you can understand, this is a highly 

subjective view, one that is very personal with me -- and not a 

little private -- but I want to share some thoughts on the subject 

with you. 

There are a multitude of activities where people develop 

their personal spiritual values. Athletics is only one of them. 

Each of us sets the scale of his or her values through personal 

experiences of all kinds. For me, athletics has been one of those 

experiences. 

(more) 
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Alfred North Whitehead once said that ''The human body is an 

instrument for the production of art in the life of the human soul.'' 

I believe that. Athletics is an expression of the physical 

side of our nature, but we know that it involves much more than 

physical prowess. It helps to develop the whole person, because an 

athletic game is a microcosm of life itself. 

It involves successes and failures, the good breaks and the 

bad. There are joys and exhilaration -- and hurts and 

disappointments. There are opportunities to be seized -- and 

opportunities that can be lost. There are regrets, remorse and 

tears. We get knocked down and we learn to get up and keep going. 

We learn team play, cooperation. We learn what competition 

is both fair and unfair. There are moments of expectation and 

time for long reflection. But more often it is a time for instant 

decision. It is struggle. It involves strife, energy and a drive 

toward a goal. It is pain, sadness -- and sympathy for others. You 

learn to cry and not be ashamed of tears. You know triumph and 

defeat. 

And through that hard earned experience and knowledge, the 

athlete builds within himself values that endure for a lifetime. 

The value of humility, for instance -- humility achieved when the 

flush of triumph disappears into the dust of defeat. Or when a 

football team which has played its best game learns it has 

been voted out of the Rose Bowl. The value of charity -- charity 

achieved when you extend a helping hand to an opponent you have just 

tackled. Or when you decide not to score that extra touchdown in 

the last minutes of play because there is no need to humiliate your 

opponent. The value of brotherhood -- brotherhood achieved when the 

blockers unselfishly clear the way for the ball carrier. Or when 

the quarterback waits 'till the right second to throw the ball, 

though he knows the oncoming wave of tacklers will crush him because 

he waited. 

(more) 
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I've just realized that I have used examples exclusively 

from football. That is my favorite sport, of course. But similar 

examples can be found in any competitive sport. And those 

sports-imbued values contribute -- in a larger sense -- to the 

benefit of our country. For the spiritual development encouraged 

by athletic contests helps each person become a better citizen, 

encourages him to join with his fellow citizens in moving his 

neighborhood, his community, his state, his nation, one step further 

up the road of progress. 

The journey is never swift. We remove from our path only 

one stone at a time. But in this struggle, I believe, lies an 

opportunity for further spiritual development that can add new 

meaning and new satisfactions to our lives. Athletics can be a 

guide to such participation. 

The only thing required is to remember that the end of life 

is not to sit on the sidelines. It is to be out there on the 

playing field. That's where the action is. And that's where we 

all belong. 

# # # 



COLLEGE LANDING I ALLENDALE. MICHIGAN 49401 I TELEPHONE 616-895-6611 

THE GRAND VALLEY 
STATE COLLEGES 

January 18, 1974 

Mr. William Roberts 
Deputy Press Secretary 
Off ice of the Vice President 
Room 281 
Old Executive Off ice Building 
Washington, D.C. 20511 

Dear Mr. Roberts: 

As I mentioned in our telephone conversation today, your staff did an 
excellent job in assisting the press in covering the January 17 visit 
of the Vice President in Grand Rapids. 

It is my understanding the Vice President plans to return to Michigan 
on February 9, 1974. With this in mind, we would like to renew our request 
for an interview as previously outlined in our correspondence of December 21, 
1973. The interview would be thirty-minutes in length and recorded at one 
of the following locations: 

1. In Detroit, at the studios of WTVS, Channel 56 (the PBS station). 
We have reserved those facilities for that day; 

2. In Grand Rapids, at our Allendale studios of WGVC, Channel 35; 

3. At any other convenient location in the state, utilizing the 
same professional mobile unit we rented to cover the Vice 
President's address at South Middle School during his visit last 
week. 

With these options available, and with continued interest from PBS to 
distribute the program to its 240 member stations, it is our hope that you 
will be able to find a position in the February 9th itinerary for this event. 
We believe Americans want to learn more about the new Vice President in a 
personal way. 



.. .. . ,. 

Mr. William Roberts 
Page two 
January 18, 1974 

We can hold the facilities in Detroit through February 5th without penalty 
for cancellation. The other options would be available closer to the visit. 
Option 2 would probably carry the same disadvantages for the Vice President 
as were presented last week, those of time and travel. 

WGVC would provide the Vice President with an outline of our proposed questions 
allowing him time to contemplate his responses prior to or on route to Michigan. 
Should there be need for additional information, please call me at 616-895-6691. 

Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your response. 

;;;;URL 
Charles R. Furman 
Program Director 
WGVC Channel 35 

CRF:js 

cc: Mr. Paul Miltich 
Press Secretary 

.I 

Off ice of the Vice President 

Mr. Jerry Elliott 
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our Vice President, 

comes home. For Immediate Release 



• 

OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESID
1
ENT 

WASHINGTON, D . C. 

PRESS LIST FOR V.P. TRIP TO GRAND RAPIDS ••• Jano 16-17,'74 

1. Jim Coates, Chicago Tribo 
2. Phil Jones, CBS.TV 
3. Mike George, CBS-TV 
4. Al Colby, CBS-TV 
5. Har:ey Lee !X:lD+I Clark, CBS -TV 
6. Gene Bernhardt, UPI 
7. Vernon Louviere, Nation's Business 
BJ Shirley Elder, Washington Star-News 
9. James Wieghart, N.Y. Daily News 

10. Tom DeFrank, Newsweek 
11. Bill Eaton, Chicago Daily News 
12. Charles Garry, AP 
13. Eric Engberg, Westinghouse Broadcasting 

RETURN TRIP ••• 

Same as above, plus Eugene Gibbons, UPI 



" Jerry, Our Vice President , comes home" 

Wednesday , 1/16/74 

10 : 00 pm 

Thursday, 1/17/74 

9 : 30 am 

10 : 35 am 

11 : 00 am 

12 : 00 am: 

2 : 00 pm 

5 : 1'.JO pm 

7 : 00 pm 

PRESS EVENT SCHEDULE 

Estimated time of arrival for Vice President's plane 
at Kent County Airport 

Beginning of the South Middle School "Welcome Home" 
event at South Middle School Auditorium 

Formation of the motorcade at Fulton and Division Ave . 
(North on Division to Pearl, West on Pearl to Monroe, 
North on Monroe to Michigan, East on Michiqan to 
Ottawa) 

Press Conference at Press Club of Grand Rapids, basement 
Frey Building on Ottawa Avenue 

Vice Presidential Laymen ' s Prayer Luncheon at Grand 
Rapids Civic Auditorium 

Public Reception at the County Building, Calder Plaza 
level 

" Salute to J erry Ford " Dinner at Calvin College Fieldhouse 

1/ ALL MEDIA 

a/ telephones, working tables and box lunches will be 
provided in the "West Gym" behind the closed bleachers 
b/ A five foot availability space will be provided along 

the balcony in front of the folded bleacher sections 

2/Television and newsreel cameras 

a/ platforms for your convenience are to be erected in the Northwest corner of 
the main gymnasium floor for tripod mounted equipment 

b/ if you have the lens capability and would prefer to shoot from the West Gym 
balcony area , you may opt for that location 

"'''""-..1.l>J ..... 

3/Hand he ld TV cameras and still cameras 

a/ access to the main floor will be available during the dinner hour only 
b/ it is respectfully requested that the area between the "head table" and 

the guest tables NOT be occupied once the program portion of the event 
commences 

4/Print media will b e restricted to the West Gym balcony area with the obvious 
exception of still photographs as outlined above . 

NOTE: ONE LOCAL TELEVISION STATION) WOTVJ HAS AN EXCLUSIVE 

PLATFORM AT THE CENTER OF THE MAIN FLOOR 



_, 

"Jerry, Our Vice President, Comes Home " 

Wednesday, 1/16/74 

10:00 pm 

Thursday, 1/17/74 

8:45 am 

10:25 am 

11:40 am 

6:00 pm 

10:00 pm 

PRESS BUS SCHEDULE 

January 16 & 17, 1974 

Airport Arrival - bus available for transportation 
to downtown Grand Rapids (Town House Motel) 

Bus departs from Town House Motel to South Middle 
School 

Depart South Auditorium in motorcade to Grand Rapids 
Press Club for 11:00 News Conference 

Depart Press Club to Grand Rapids Civic Auditorium 
for Vice Presidential Prayer Luncheon 

Depart Town House Motel for Calvin College Field 
House 

Depart Calvin College Fieldhouse for Kent County 
Airport 

# # # # # 



There is an ever-growing realization that our 
system is the finest in the history of mankind. 

We believe in our Constitution. The responsibility 
for the American people is to keep our Republic. 

To keep it strong, progressive, free. 



Abe Lincoln was one of my 
boyhood heroes, perhaps the 

greatest. I admire him for 
many qualities - his humility, 

his devotion to hard work, his 
dry sense of humor, his generosity 

of spirit, his love of God 
and common men. 

(Bloomington, Illinois 1969) I 

(At the 1968 Gridiron Club "roast" in Washington ) 

I'm not at all interested in the Vice Presidency. 
I love the House of Representatives despite 

the long, irregular hours. Sometimes, though, 
when it's late and I'm tired and hungry - on that 

long drive home to Alexandria - as I go past 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, I do seem to hear a 

little voice saying: "If you lived here, you'd 
be home now." 

649 Union, one of the family homes 

Jerry & pal, age 3 

Perhaps each generation must, through its own suffering and 
sacrifice, rediscover the meaning of freedom and love of 

country. Let us live our lives with courage and conviction, faith 
in freedom, passion for justice and devotion to duty. For this 

is the true meaning of patriotism. 
(Grand Rapids, 1968) 

With Governor's honor guard 
on Mackinac Island as Eagle scout 

, Not long after I became Republican Leader 
of the House of Representatives, I was asked : 
"What is the mission of the minority?" 

My answer : "To become the majority." 
(New Orleans, 1968) 

Championship South High team. 



25th Anniversary Homecoming 
of Gerald R. Ford 

An evening celebrating the return of our friend and 
long-time Congressman to his home as 
Vice President of the United States. 

Presentation of the colors and our 
national anthem 

Invocation 

Dinner 

Tributes to Jerry: 
The early years, 1913-1947 
The Congressional years, 1948-1973 

Today 
Response by Vice President Ford 

Benediction 

7-9:30 p.m. 
January 17, 1974 
Calvin College Fieldhouse 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Thank God, the day is gone when concern for ~ 
the land, the air and the water was the sole J 

province of the conservationist, wilderness 1 ~ 
enthusiast, bird watcher and environ

mental scientist. All Americans must take 
the pledge that we will right man's 

wrongs against nature. 
(Grand Rapids, 1970) 

f 
J 

We wil l w in our peace by resistance to 
evi l. We will not buy it by compromise with 

evil. That will remain our purpose .. . through
out the world ... wherever brave men long 
for freedom. 
(Washington , 1965) 

Lt JG Ford, 1941 

We must save the family if we are to save 
the community. We must save the 

community if we are to save the state 
and the nation and grow to new greatness. 

The Seventies wi ll see breathtaking 
progress in America and, hope
ful ly, the steps needed to 
cleanse our nation both 

in body and in sou l. 
(Honolulu, 1968) 



A Representative in the best sense, Gerald R. Ford reflected the 
needs and hopes of Michigan's 5th District in Congress throughout a 

quarter century. 
Insisting on the friendliness of "Jerry," he listened, worked and 

made things better for us and our nation. At home, the few who didn't 
know him personally have friends or relatives whom he helped. That's as 

far away as he ever got, for his offices remained familiar ground, a 

On the campaign trail, 
with the Ford Corps 

in 1968 and 1970, 
Ionia County 

model of how government should function. 
During this 25th Anniversary Homecoming, we recall with pleasure 

all of the thousands of times Jerry returned to us from Washington . 
And we express our appreciation for the kind of man and government 
he symbolizes. Decent. Hardworking. Effective. 

This pictorial reminiscence, with excerpts from his statements, is 
presented with fond pride in our new Vice President, Jerry Ford. 

We are the government, you and I. 
Nobody is going to get us out of 

this mess except ourselves. Don't 
just get with it - get into it. 

Let's take as our 
motto, " Build, 

Man, Build." 
(Williamsburg, 1968) 

We have all seen many Americans 
become increasingly skeptical of 
our political system. I personally 
feel the best cures for popular 
lethargy and voter apathy lie in 
returning power to the people 

and restructuring the Federal 
Government. If we can solve 

problems instead of just 
talking about them, 
people will believe 
in government. 
(lacksonville, 1971) 



(FOR ALEX DeMAR) 

Mr. Vice Presid~nt, di~tinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 

I'm Alex 
oratory. 
that I'm 
big way, 

DeMar. 
And I 

about 
maybe 

DeMar, not Demosthenes, so don't expect any 

beg of you to excuse my accent for the few remarks 

to make. But if Henry Kissinger can make it in a 

I'll get by in a smaller way. 

I just want to go back some 40 years to the early 3o•s, when I 

was operating the Ramona Park Food and Beverage Concessions and 

Ramona Gardens Ballroom. Through the recommendation of some of 

your South High buddies who were in my employment, Mr. Vice 

President, I effered you a job in charge of the supplies. 

In performing your duties at this job, you demonstrated real 

zeal for work. Honesty, modesty, friendliness and respect. 

All of which can be attributed to fine family rearing. 

I never dreamed then or had an conception that 43 years later, 

Jerry Ford, Jr., would become the Vice President of the United 

States. I was only sure that with the qualities you possessed, 

it was evident that you had a promising future. 

t this time, let me relate a humorous episode that you, Mr. 

Vice President, may recall... (MUST NOT. BE OVER ONE MINUTE., 125 

WORDS) 
And now as I look around, my eye feasts on a spectacle that I 

doubt this community ever witnessed before. Within the four 

walls of this room are seated some of the prominent men in 

our government, very prominent business and professional people, 

and some of t he humblest citizens of our community. 

But I cannot distinguish one class from another. And I wonder 

why? 
Then I remember. Because this , is America. Because this is 

democracy with fr,3 edom. Because this is government predicated 

on the proposition that all men are created equal. 

One can proudly say that this gatb£ring is a manifestation of 

love and respect for one of its sons, Gerald Ford, Jr. To me, 

Mr. Vice President, having the rare privilege to know you and 

play an iota of a part in your life is the highlight of my lifetime. 

God give you health and strength in the performance of your duty. 

To your lovely wife , Betty, and your family, my best wishes. 

And to you all, my thanks. 



(FOR CLIFF GETTINGS) 

I'm here tonight with mixed feelings! Of course I'm proud 

and deeply touched by this occasion. But our celebrity 

hasn't exactly helped the cause of some common folk here 

tonight! 
I refer to the article in last Sunday's Detroit FREE PRESS 

which stated that Jerry helped with the supper dishes each 

night. Now I've been told, "If the Vice President isn't too 

busy nor too tired ••• what's your excuse?" Thanks a lot, Budl 

I'm also reminded of the sudden shock that tte proverbial man 

must have felt when he turned around to the playful kitten 

behind him and beheld a magnificent full-grown tiger. Just 

such an awesome feeling I experienced at the remembered 

sight of a young football player turned into the Vice President 

of the United States. 

Speaking of shocks!!! 

I'm glad I taught Jerry to fight clean - and with his football 

helmet ON. Because in this day of in-fighting and dirty 

tricks, it must come as a surprise to some people to find 

a man who can deliver a knockout punch just by playing it 

straight and clean. 

Jerry's also -- FAIR. I can vouch for that. Back in our 

footba: l days, it ~as routine for us to have blackboard drill 

four mornings a week. As an incentive to promptness, there 

was a penalty for tardiness ••• One lap around the pool at 

Garfield Park for each minute late. One morning my alarm 

failed me, and I was 10 minutes late. The team was waiting, 

anC. se11 tence was pronounced. This "fair friend" of ours 

showed no leniency. He gleefully chalked off each lap I ran 

· that a::ternoon. I got a new alarm clock! 

I remer.ber another time we were inclined to attribute 

outstaLding accomplishments to Jerry. It was a game we 

played in the pouri ng rain. The field was all mud and water, 

and the players slipped and slid all over the place. 

We couldn't get anywhere ... That is, all but our Center, 

(CONTINUED) 



~-
(CLIFF GETTINGS, Continued) 

who had no difficulty at all. I thought I was seeing a 
miracle - until I got near enough to see his feet. With 
gunboats like his, who couldn't stay on top? 

But now, let me say seriously: The characteristics I saw 
45 years ago in Jerry Ford are the same characteristics 
which the people of the United States are seeing today. 
And just as I needed what that boy possessed then, so does 

our nation need what this man has to offer now. 

I want to tell everyones 
You can trust this man. 
You can depend on this man. 
He is worthy of your faith and confidence. 

What more can you ask of any man? 



@ (BYRD GAREL) 

In 1928, I was a student at South High School, and our Vice 

President was, too. He was really popular because he was a 

football hero. We lived on Bates Street, and my friend, Jerry 

but we all called him "Junie" in those days - lived at 649 Union 

Street. Every morning we would walk to school. I would stop 

and whistle for another friend, and then he and I would stop 

in front of the Ford's house and whistle real loud; and the 

three of us hiked our way to South High School. 

Well, my friend Jerry moved away from our neighborhood when 

we were seniors in high school. He Etill wanted to attend 

South and graduate from our school, but he had to take another 

way to school. Jerry went on to college ; but I didn't because 

my mother was a widow and there wnre four kids i n our family, so 

I had to get a job. And our p~ths didn't cross again. 

It is now 1968, and I had moved back to Grand Rapids from 

Detroit where I had a job for several years . I was very 

disturbed over the )roblem in Congress regarding the seating 

of Congressman Powell. At that time I decided to write a letter 

to my Congressman about this subject. 

I got an answer from my Congressman in which he explained the 

entire si tuation )Ver this seating. But at the bottom of my 

letter, which had been signed personally by Congressman Ford, 

was a Lendwritten note asking , "Are you my old friend :from 

South High?" 

We have heard so many go od thi , gs about how our Congressman 

answered all letters, but I do believe that my story here 

tonight tells the facts. Because, ladies and gentlemen, this 

· story covers FORTY years, from the time I first walked to 

school w2- th a buddJ until he heard 1·rom me with a letter . 

My tribute to our Dewl y chosen Vice President is simple. 

It is a tribute of hea: ~felt thanks for remembering me. 



(MRS. NERINA AMANN) 

Nineteen years ago, I attained one of the highest honors of my 

life, because I applied for citizenship and became an American. 

At that time, the Washington POST carried a picture of me, because 

I was living in Virginia. I was very , very proud. Four years ago 

I moved to Michigan with my family, and here I located in 

Cont ressman Ford's district. 

For thirteen years I did not see my only sister, Licia, because 

she was living in Italy and had become widowed. We missed each 

other very much and wanted so badly to be able to see each other 

again, and be together. So my husband and I saved some money 

and sent my sis~er a ticket for her to come from Bologna, Italy, 

and vi sit with us. Her visit was very short, because she came 

on a tourist visa and had to ret:;urn home. 

She was full of sorrow, and so was I. She just loved America. 

So Licia came back again just for a visit, and this time I wanted 

her for good. This trip she brought her son, Giuliano. The visas 

said the visit could last ~ days, and we got the letter telling 

us they had to go back to Italy. Now what could we do? Then 

I looked i n the phone book and called my Congressman. 

Then came my panic, and I r.hook and I cried - but the Congressman's 

office said, "Come in and we will see what Jerry Ford can do to 

help." Phone calls were made for me to Detroit and Washington 

to ctange heI visa from visitor to resident . Mama Mia! How we 

have to wait . ~or all the proceedings. And we waited, but we 

were all still very nervous and also very hopeful. 

But then I got a , ·all fro n Congressman Ford's offi ce, and they 

said, "All set. ~ ·our sis';er (;an stay here , and o. lso your nephew 

can enter school. 1 ' 

. It is so hard to express to all of you our happiness, my sister's 

grat:tude and the answer t o our prayers . I never found that 

Congressman Ford was too busy to listen , and to help people . 

People like us who love America and will ~ork to make this 

country even better. 



(FOR ARNOLD WITTENBACH) 

Mister Vice President, honorable guests, ladies and gentlemenz 

I think everyone here should know that the Lowell Showboat oan 

claim full credit for Jerry Ford's elect i on to Congress. Here's 

the record: In the year Jerry was first nominated, a local 

businessman ran this full-page advertisement with Jerry's picture 

in our Showboat program. The theme of the ad is, "Let's have the 

highest calibre in Congress." Now, you all know what happened -

He won! All because of one Showboat ad. And we can go farther ••• 

In 1955, it was our Showboat president who i ntroduced Congressman 

Ford as a Vice Presidential prospect! 

As long as we're comi ng clean, sir, here's another truth 

we've never befor<~ admitted - whl we always EJched uled a. Jerry 

Ford night. The f act is, when you we r e $Bptai n of the Robert E. 

Lee, we always sold about 15-hundred more tickets, which meant 

about 4-thousand bucks extra in the till. And there was ne~er 

a cloud in the sky on Jerry Ford night. 

Mr. Vice President, we're already count i ng on a pretty fair · 

crowd for you this coming July 20th! 

Kidding aside ••• We're delighted that throughout your years in 

office you've remained faithful to us. All of Lowell joins 

me in express :!.ng pri de and happiness tha t our Jerry i s now 

the honorable Gerald R. Ford, Vice President of the United States~ 

We thank God for Betty and Jerry! 

And jus t in case you do miss your first year of Lowell Showboat 

this summer, we have a model for y ou t o t ake back to the 

Potomac. 



(FLOYD SCHUT) 

I am indeed happy to say a few words for the people of Sparta 

and for the Sparta Rodeo Association. Personally, I knew our 

distinguished guest as our Congressman for 25 years. But this 

evening , I know him as our Vice President . 

This earned achievement is the greatest accomplishment any person 

ever made from t his area. In fact, the first and greatest ever 

made in the state of Michigan. Besides be ing qualified, I am 

su~e bis gift to communicate with almost anyone in public life 

or with all his colleagues on either side of the aisle has 

been taken into consideration in our President's appointment. 

Another reality that many, many of us have experienced is his 

willingness and promptness in replying to our requests, eithdr 

by letter or telephone; and his personal interest he always 

has had for each and everyone of us. 

I remember one time while in Washington, during the last year 

of Senator Dirksen's l ife , how Jerry 's thoughtfulness and 

kindness was displayed by inviting us to the Ev and Jerry Show 

which was so popular a t that time; and how concerned he was that 

morning that we would be permitted to attend, as it was very 

unusual for the public to attend. Also, I remember the pleasant 

meeting he arranged f or us with Senator Dirksen afterward. 

This event took place a few years ago , buv ~ can remember vividly 

what we said after leaving the session. What a wonderful gift 

it really is that theEe two great statesmen have - their ability 

to c ommun:..cate. 

Now one more event that takes place in Sparta every Labor Day is 

our rodeo. At which tin;e our then-Con[ ressman has crowned the 

queen for 25 years. I recall one Labor Day , when he came to 

our hone about 2 o'clock and the queen was to be crowned at 

three. His eyes were heavy, and he was tired by all outward 

appearances. I said , "Jerr~- , what's happened. " Here is his 

reply: 
"Floyd, just 12 hours ago I was in AJaska and I have been 

traveling all night. I could have ti aveled today and made 

wonderful connections , but I promised Bunch and Ken that I 

would .be there; and I didn't want to fail or disappoint them." 
(MORE ) 



- -(SCHUT," CONT'D) 

How faithful to his promise. Please remember this, folks, 

"How faithful to his promise." 

I would now like to have the two men to whom you have been so 

loyal for 25 years stand up. Thank you, boys. 

Now in closing, there is one thing I can promise everyone here 

this evening. Jerry will be back next Labor Day again, because 

when he left this past Labor Day, he said: "Boys, I will see 

you next Laber Day." At which time, Bunch replied: "If you 

become Speaker of the House or Vice President, Jerry, would 

you really come?" His rerly: "Bunch, you can bank. on it. 
I'll be there." How faithful he will be to his promise. 

So Mr. Vice President, I am quite sure when you come this fall 

that you may then say, "Boys, I don't th i nk I can make it 

another year; but I'll always remember the happy 26 years I 

have had here." 
I thank you. 



(FOR DIANE NOTA) 

Vice President Ford, Ladies and Gentlemen ••• 
Nothing great was ever achieved without enthusiasm, which aptly describes not only Mr. Ford but his Ford Corps as well. The focal point of our enthusiasm was working for and with Mr. Ford. 

While campaigning, we acquired an insight into the grassroots level of the U-S political system. At the same time, we experienced such unusual happenings as: painting the campaign headquarters and ourselves, to); forging down the mighty Grand aboard the unsinkable Ford raft; travelinc first class to Cedar Springs for Red Flannel Day in our sporty strawberryburgundy bus; and of course, riding elephants. But more important, we found many new friends and shared many warm feelings, like gathering together after the night's work was done for small talk and eggs-over-easy. 
The Ford Corps was comprised of over 300 young people who volunteered thousands of hours. Now that Mr. Ford is Vice President, t he whole nation will know what the Ford Corps has always known - that Mr. Ford is one of the most dedicated and capable statesmen of our time. 

Mr. Ford, on behc, lf of the Ford Corps, I am pleased to present you with a diamond tie pin - a token of our admiration and our prayers that you may serve the nation as you have so ably se::'Ved ouJ Fifth District. 

t;i.me. 



SCHEDULE 

Wednesday, January 16, 1974 Vice President Gerald R. Ford 

10: 00 pm E.T.A. - Kent County Airport - Don Wierenga , Event Chairman 

~~~ ~~~At..-~~1 tft: · 

Thursday, January 17, 1974 

8:00 - 9:00 am 

9:20 

9 :30 

10:25 

10:55 

11:00 

11:30 

11:45 

12:00 

1:20 pm 

1:50 

2:00 

5:00 

5:10 

6:45 

7:00 

7:15 

9:30 

10:00 

11:00 

11: 30 

Dr . G.R . Worsfold - dental appointment, 1456 Lake Dr . S.E. 

Arrive South Middle School, proceed to holding room 
DR JOHN DOW, Chrmn 

Program begins at South Middle School 

Depart South auditorium for motorcade 
JACK STILES, Chrmn 

Arrive at Press Club - Frey Bldg - for .... 

News Conference 
BILL ROBERTS, Chrrnn 

Depart for Civic 7\.uditorium "Blue Room" 

Reception at Civic Aud. "Blue Room" with Members of Board of 

Gospel Films, Inc. BILLY ZEOLI, Chrmn 1 
6°tnt. ~ ~~.,.~E~ 

Vice Presidential Prayer Luncheon 

Return to Pantlind Hotel to have personal time and join 

Mrs. Ford 

Depart Pantlind 

Public Reception at County Building - Ottawa Ave. level 
WALTER RUSSELL, Chrmn 

Terminate Public Reception and address remaining crowd from 
podium immediately outside County Bldg at Calder Plaza 

Return to Hotel 

Leave Hotel for Calvin College Fieldhouse 

Arrive at Calvin College and proceed to holding room in 
fieldhouse MARBA PERROTT, Chrrnn 

Vice President announced at the dinner and proceeds to platform 

Dinner terminates - proceed to Cascade Country Club 

Arrive at Cascade Country Club for private reception 
GARY MAURINA, Chrrnn 

Proceed to the airport 

WHEELS UP 
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17 January 1974 
6:45-9:30 pm 

25th Aiu1iversary Homecoming- Prou;:::-am :for 
Vice President Gerald n. Ford 

Dinner c;uests seated in Calvin Collec-e ft'ieldhouse, assisted 
bv hosts and hostesses - 1v.ltile 

S;1rine I3and p1ays from eas~ ba1cony of' the audi toriur.1. 

>lembers of' speakers' table enter unannounced (Lyman Parks, 

Mrs. Cederberc, Al Cederberg, the Master of Ceremonies, 

tlill Con~ressional Nominee and Jolm Drewer - with two 
places ief't between the MC and the Nominee for the Fords.) 

7: 10 - Shrine Dand: "Hu:Lf'lcs e~ l"lourishes II (ALL !U SING) 

Innned 
Af'ter- John Dre,"ler: La<lics and r~cntlcmen, ·urn Vice President of' 

the United States and his lady. 

(SPEAKEn.S 1 'l'ADLB & AUDIENC.:.;; APPLAlJDIIJG AS VIC8 N?.ES:IDEN'J' 

AND 1.ms. FOim EN'l'i~l{ TO TAIIB PLACE~~. ,\LL lU~MAIN STAlJDIJ'.TG.) 

7: 1 O~· - ( CEnm.rmnAL PRESE:NTATIOi\I OF COLOI1S DY SJUUNE CO LOH GUARD 
E?·i"TElUIJG FHO? l HEAH DOifN CEIJTEa AISLE TO FHONT t~ IL\.LT) 

7:1J - John Drewer: Our national anthem will be sunc- hy the University 

or tl:i.clii "~~in Friars, a.fter which t Jic Hcverend 

Lyman Parks; Mayor of' Grand Rapids, 1dll of'f'e r t he invocation. 

Friars: "Star Spangled Danner" 
PLA TF0"'.11-1) 

(UNACCOI'-iPANI 2 D, FRmi PERFORMANCE 

Wlkj Color Guard Cormnander: Post, colors! ( COLOHS PLACED ON SPEAICEHS' 
PLATFOIU.I G'.:: GUAirn :t-L\.I{CII:SS Ii'HOM AUDIT ORIID1) .. 

• 

7: 17 -

~~ 10 -

nev. Parks: (THE INVOCATI ON) 

JorJ1 Brewer: Dinner will now be served. 

(.'\.UDIE:!'·~CE SITS , DIN~i:!:ll SEHVICE DEGIJ\TS . HAXIEE J:ATTEI·l PRESENTS 

DI:::-Il\"ER HUS IC AT O.:.?.GAN) 

le iSr'VlA (LAT\J•IHJ - AMli~lCAtJ vANQ IC S) llli\,CvU..it~t.!L ~..,;~~{.t f'r\~) 
8 : 1 3 - Shrine Dand: ( FANF AHE ) 

·. 

Lyman Parks: On behalf' o.f Co-chairman John Dr01ver and the 

Pro c ram Committee :for t his happy day, I rrreet 

you all. (VERY BRIEF INTRODUCTION Oi~ TIIE HAST IQ 01" CEHEMONIES) 

( CONTDWED) 



8: 15 

8: 16 -

8:20 -

To reco~nize a local boy, to to a :friend, 

to express deep affection to n Con~ressman 1rl10 has 

scrveu so well :for a <]_uartor-ccntury. ~. tl1at is our purpose. 

01H' rises Lo sucli a (.;1:1k \v-l.Lli solllo l11111dl1Ly ; Ji11L l'orL11nntoly, 

tlli s evening T shall have {;rea t support. 

Admirers all, we g reet tltc Vice PrcsidcnL o:f tlw United 

.-) ta te::;. And as we look back on tlle days o:f hi.:.; you th , we're 

aware that so uuch has been ·written c.nd spoken about him 

recently that we neccl not repeat a mass of' bio :.;rapJlical detail. 

~1ather, ,.,e shall share as :friends in reviewlnc- a :few moments 

from an evnnt :ful lif'e. 

l•'or a man J ~as re turned to Ji.Ls J1omoto1m , 11 Ls i'irst trJp 

back since the new h onor which gives us such unabashed pride 

was bES;owed. upon him. And on the occasion of' his 25th 

Anniversary liomecomin~ to us, we welc ome Jorry, our Vice 

President , 1·1holeheartedly. 

Shrine Band : ( PLAY-ON AS AUDIE:l.WE APPLAUDS ) 

.Alex DeEar: ( PEf S01':i .. L ImI"·IIHISCEl:CE OF GRF ~JOinCII ;G AT HA.HO NA, 

AT 1 ODTuI··I /} 1) 

-. ,.., 
~· Perhaps J erry Ford re;tlly did not e:=~pect to be described 

s o often ui th footbal '- jargon after his election and 

later, wheE ~ le 1·ras elevated ;o h :;_s hit;h post as rlinority Leader 

of Congress by his Republican peJrs . But teamwork has always 

been importa 1t it his lif'e . Today , one vi s i t that our new 

Vj_ce Preside 1.t 1vanted to make was to his old schoo l . Not so 

r.ruch for th€ special accolades which m:a:L tcd lli1:i. Jnst as he 

had returned to S outh High as a e;radua tion spea1-::er so often, 

he 1·rent because he was invit e d - with his s tro n g sense of 

( COIT'l'JNUED ) 

' ' 



8:21} 

8:25 
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duty and loyalty. And he went because he wanted to, :for this 

school holds rich memories. It w·as there he learned to study, 

and today lte returned to speak to S outh Middle S choo]. younesters, 

acco1:1panied by his best girl - 1vhose hand he uon in the same 

year J~ captured his coneressional sent. 

It ·was at Sou th that Jerry learned to play the game so well, 

and he often returned on Thanksgiving to reunite with Ids 

:football tenmmates and coach. 

Shrine Band: ( 1"00TnALL TYPE PLAY-ON) 

Cliff' Gettingj~ (J>EHSONAL HEHINISCEiJCE DY GIU''S COACII, 

K" PODIUN // 2) 

11&= Om· Vice President's hig h school :football coach, Clif'f' 

Gcttinc:S. 

Incidentally, the nm;1ber h 3 '.rorn b7 many of' our wai tr.esses 

this evening :~as dual sicniI'.icance :for Jerry . It was his number 

a:-: con ter of' the U-or-N tea n on which he played; ancl it was also 

tho year he :first won election to o:f:fice. 

i,lany o:f Jerry' c teammates and high school :friends :found 

it only natural to ' -ork :for him in ~ampaigns. nany have kept 

in touch down the yt·ars. It 's been said often, even by his 

opponents , "You can't beat G~rald Ford at the ballot box, 

bec;iuse he does his homewor] .• " 

Jerry ans11 ered all let ..;ers wrj tten to him, sic-nine each 

personally. Ile singl e out just one :from those thousands. 

For even after a la)se of many years in Jerry's association 

with this Jet ter writer, he added a personal note in his 

reply to Byr~J~E_1gf ~ 

8:26 - ~ Garel: ( PE:{SONAL ImMINISCENCE OF FRIEND 1 "IIO '~lALlillD 

TO SCl IOOL WITH GHF , AT PODIUl: .//=1 ) ., . 
( 

S lir i ne Band: ( PLAY-OFF) 

( CON'rIJ';{JED ) 



..,--... 
/ ) I .· 

l 
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8:28 - M.C.: Life ·went by - Ualks to school. Football thrills. 

Part-time i·rnrk:. Did you know, :for exar.1ple, that 

Jerry :fried a super hamburc,-er at a little lunch counter 

near South IIigh? 

Attendance at the University of Michigan. Yale Law 

School. And in beb·men, many ski weekends. As we' re 

aware, Christmas ski trips with Detty and the children 

later became a :family tradition. 

After school and entry into lm·1 practice, the great 

interruption so many experienced 

l'\avy 1lurinc World ;var Two. 
• • • :four years in tl1e 

Friars: "Navy IIymn, n one verse ( O"J PEH11'0HJ.iJ\ECJ~ PL.\.'fl•'OIUI) 

8:.'.30 - fl.C.: Then, ho came home to re-establish the career in 

law iv1i.ich was barely launch€'d be:fore hls naval service. 

Phil Duchen: (PERS omu, REMINIS ::ENCE) 

8:33 !.' i th a · natural 1.mderstandinc of his 

cormaunity a.nd a desire to serve it, Jerry ivas 

convinced by :friends, Senator \ -aadenberg amonc;- thcr.!, that 

he should run :for t;1e 5 th District Congressional seat. 

Di d he have second thoughts when it ivas dec ided by campaign 

advisers that ''he oug ht ta knou how to milk a cow?" One six 

·a-m lesson on the Err:.i~nf!~~As farm was enouc-l1 , He understand. 

The young vetera n had already served his city as a 

Red Cross fund-rnisi:1g chairman and as chairman of the 

United Hospital clrive to raise over three million dollars 

for sorely needed additions to major hospitals. 

As a freshman Congressman, he was first to conceive 

o:f a mobile o f':fice to take service to consti t uents rather 

than wc:.i t .for people to seek him. liis office on 1vheels 

traveled thousands of miles . A.."1.d Jerry's little black 

notebook b€came 'Jell known. In it he jotted down names and 

coLcerns of human bein~s , and the famous Ford problem-solving 

process began • 

8:34 - Mrs. Amann: ( PEI?.SONAL REMINISCENCE CONCEWJ DJG ENTHY Oli' AN 
ITALIAN FAMILY HBMDEH. TO TIIE US '.IITII GRF 1 S HELP, 

. 
( ,., . !_. ·'\~ ,,.1 ,, . 

AT PODDJH ://2) 
( COIJTINUED) 
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8:39} 

Friars: "Give r-Ie Your Tired, Your 

returns to audience, f'rom 

Amann 

I-1. C. : As so well stated by our lovely Kentwood ncighl.rnr, Nrs. 

CAfi1~NA, Jerry Ford's constituent service lvas astoundingly 

efficient; and many in our audience can also attest to that. 

Our Congressman not only opened his office and heart 

to every kind of' problem. Ile also made a special point 

to return home often to enjoy picnics, parades and pac;eants. 

Shrine Band: "II ere Comes the Sliouboat" UP c.~ UNDEH •• o - - ·- -
8: 40} - Arnold Hi ttcnlJaclu (l'J.;[lSONAL 1rnr.1r.i.1.:>cENCE /'.; Pirn:jJ•:rrrA'l'ION, 

AT POD JUH //1 ) 

8 :113 

cAJ _... 

(f'tl'CMi\t'...?) 

oFF-+ 

8:44-} 

8:45t 
.. ..; •"""""'..;..l. 

8 :/48{· 

n.r.. s ,Torry was nlwnys propnrocl to catch a plane and come 

to Louoll as Arnold Wittenbach has related. Detty 

and the youncsters o:ften came along, and everyone looked 

forward to Jerry's district vioits. 

lI<l became somcthint; of' a hero to many younc boys 

preparing f'or their future. His old Troop 'I'Ho-15 asked if' 

it mir;ht salute one of' its former members toniG"ht. So Eagle 

Scout Drian Harmsen is here to present Eagh Scout Gerald R. 

Ford ivi th a trophy on behalf' of the Grand Val l ey Council of' 

Doy Scouts. 

Shrine Dand: (PLAY ON & PLAY OFF) 

Brian Har:nsen: (CONES FORW .. \.lW, PH.:SSENTS TROPHY, SALUTES, 

~rnTURNS . l'TO S POKEiT HES SAGE ) 

M. C.: The sho1-1boat brought ::n1r future Vice President back 

homo in mic.lsummer. 'J i.ere was also tho am1uaL Peach 

Hidc;e apple smorgasbord. Ar.1 as :Lall approached, there was 

a queen to crm .. r:i at i he Labo :.~ Day Rodeo in Spm.~ta. 

S:i.rine Dand: "I 1 m AE Old C01v Hand" UP & urmER 

---- -- - -
~loyd Sc:m t: (rw:mo I'lUDUTE AT PODIU11 f/=2) 

r.;. c.: Lest· one bil ieve that all our Congressman did i·ras enjoy 

( ' JQj' T') 

events such as F loyd :3cr1ut has describ ed, we emphasize ••• 

a hard1wrking Jerry Ford also brought his \fa s h i ngton Heport 

to 'dozens of public service groups, maintained his exceptional 

.• 
( CQJ\!TH:UED) 
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attendance record in the House, and campaic;ncd hard every 

two years. 

Voluntc·ors prou<lly l:r.pt t1io E1cssar;o ropoat:Lnc;, ":I: J1clpcd 

elect Jerry Ford." They came wit:r.1. of':fers of' assistance 

one by one, two by two, dozen by dozen. Let's enjoy the 

artistry o:f just one of' the c-roups 1-Jho unfailing ly joined 

h . . ( LEESr-L\.) f' . L t . A . :f . d is campaign tear.1 - Leisma, our ine a vian- merican · rien s ••• 

8:l~9 - Leisma: (DANCE O:N PLATFORM AT S IDE OF AUDITOlUU1-i: ) 
3 '/rj...1 '~'1,,... 

8:52}- H.C.: For eight elections, Con1:sressman Ford's district was 

@ . 8:53 

8:56 

.. 

composed o:f Kent and Ottawa Counties. In l9Gh, however, 

a new district was drawn and his consti tuency shifted 

:fror.1 111est of Kent County to the eas t. Now, new :friends and 

entlmsiastic voters were found in Ionia County. 

Shrine Da:ad: ( C~JUITVAL-TYPE Jl.iUSI C UP &, UNDEH •• •) ..... ~ --
Hob~ Gc1auend: ( Tf:.IBUTE FIWH IONIA FHEE li'AI:~, i·~T PODIUM /fl) 

"1 c 'l 11 · B b(.Iee-Nrnm)t · b 1 t · t _r_._._: "e a promise, o Genruena, o come ac,c o your grea 

show, the Ionia Fair, oft en. 

Evon before JeJ'ry i1clped lower the votinc- age to 18, kids 

eacerly volunteered in his campaigns. Their candidate could 

always be :formd on election nie;hts eating pizza and drinking

pop with his youth:ful aides. In 1970, the Youth Corps helped 

Jerry Ford Get Things Done. In 1972 , the Ford Corps traveled 

in its bus hel1 ing Jerry Listen: 1fo.:-k and JI.lake Tllings Detter. 

-.-ihat really Hins elections? Tiw speeches, the media adver

tising? Or the smile on a -:, oun1 · girl's face as she s_ays: 

"I' 1:1 a member o;: the Ford Corps. 

Jerry." 

P lease vote :for my friend, 

Di;_u1e 1~ota : ( F n.D CORPS TI~IBUTE t~ ::_:i _tESENTA q r ' PODIU1-1 /,~ ?.. ) 

0 hrine Band : ( )LJ\ Y-O ii'F) 
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8:59 

9:01} 

9:0J 

~\1 • c • : Now, a brief pause • • • • 

To the many ,.,ho 'vished to appear on tonir;ht' s program but 

could not be accorru~10da ted, our apologies. T o some not 

yet ack:.nowlcdced -- for example, Maxine IIattem, ' ·;ho 

played the dinner music -- ai1d to the Shrine Dand and color 

guard -- a deep bow with our sincere tha~~s. And to the 

University of Nichican Friars, we say 11 IIail . 11 

Friars: "Hail to the Victors" ( SUNG FTIOTl PEnFORMING PLATFOaN) 

}1 . c. : !'his past October 12th, mill.J.ons of' A1;1ericnn eyes 

'vcre .rocusccl on the East noom o:r t11c \lhito House via 

television. ;rere in l\:cnt and Ionia Counties, c]1ccrs GOt 

mixed with tears a s we realized we would not jus t gain a 

Vice President but also lose a Congressman. 

Ai'ter the :festlvities, Jerry and Detty ·went home faced 

with sobering new responsibilities. Early next morning, 

the Vi ce President-clesic;nate met with the President of the 

United States , the conversatior:. g oi'ng sometlling like this: 

The P::..~esident - "I understand you ' ·iere plan.nine- to go to 

IiicLigar~ today. 11 

The Vice President-to-be: 11 Yes , sir. It' s Hed Flannel 

Day out home, and I never i:iiss it . 11 

So on cou..-1tless front png es of Sunday morninc; papers across 

the 50 states, Americans saw our Jerry pictured back home 

acain. Because he h ;:i cl a co11u:iitment to keep . 

Ladi'3s and C' c ntJ omen , may I present a lady with ·whom 

he hnd a late he couldn't break - one of Cedar Springs' 

0 randest boosters and one of the orig inal Hed Flannel 

Clipper r irls , l'-iiss Nina Babcock! 

Xina I3abcock: 
~ 
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~:06 - l'l.C.: "Yeah, Team" was no i<lle phrase to ,Jerry. Proud of 

his Republicanism, he could always be counted on when 

committees across our country needed help. From precinct to 

national committee, our party has been constantly nourished 

by this good man's character, vision and example. 

Shrine Band: (PLAY-ON) 

9: 06-~- - Hobert Eleveld: ( PAHTY TRIBUTE & PHESENTATION , PODIUM //2) 

~· hrine Dand: (PLAY-OFF) 

9:08-i· -M.C.: Tonicht we have reminis ced ancl applauded our Vice 

President as hometown friends. IIo,vever, we are also 

aware that he has passed the toughest kind of testing before 

all America. In televised hearings prior to his confirmation, 

millions gained new knowledge of' and respect f'or Jerry Ford 

as a person, husband, father, attorney and leader. Two of' 

those who knew him best in the Con.cress are 1vi th us. And 

it is now my distinct privilege to present the Ninority Whip 

of' the United S tates Senate, Jl.lichigan's Bob Gr iff'in ••• 

9 :09t- Senator Grif'f'in (AT SPEAlffiRS 1 TADLE, T'.UDUTE TO JERlY AND 
INTRODUCTION OF CONGI1BSSMAN AL CED .mDERG) 

9:12 - Coneressman Cederberg : (AT SPEAK8RS 1 TABLE, TRIDUTE TO JERRY 
AND INTRODUCE NOMINEE DOD VANDERLAAN) 

9:~~ - Senator Vander Laan: (ATS 'EAiillHS' TABLE, WITII RESOLUTION FROM 
LEGIS .ATUTIE , PERSONAL COMMENT & I NTRODUCE 
GRF, CONCLUDING 1HTII ••• 

Ladies ar .d gentlemen - Jerry, our Vice President, has 

come home. 

9: 17t - Vice President Gerald -~· Ford (m:SPONSE AT S PEAI\ERS 1 TABLE) 

9 :29-} - Friars with Shriners: "p_a_ttl~. py:mn __ <?._f_~_tJ:i~ R~P.uP.JAq," ..!£ BE . 
JOINED BY THE AUDIENCE FOR A FINAL CHORUS -

·9:32 - Lyman Parks: Denediction 




