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AN ADDRESS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
AT A CONVENTION
OF THE AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

LAST COPY

ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY N

11 a.m. TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 1974

ADVANCE FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY

It is a pleasure for me once again to attend a convention of
the American Farm Bureau Federation. Roger Fleming was kind enough
to send me an advance copy of his annual report and so I know that
you already covered most of the political ground this morning under
his expert guidance.

There is really very little that I can add to his comprehensive
rundown but I do have a few thoughts that I would like to share with
you.

In the first place, I want you to know that although my job
has changed since the last time we met together, my interest in a
fair deal for the American farmer has not.

As a Congressman I met nearly every fall with the members of
my local Farm Bureau and discussed the problems and challenges they
faced each year. I always enjoyed those sessions and I know that
they helped me to do my job better in Washington.

I also 1like totthink that they helped me to be a fair and
effective spokesman for the unsung hero of our economy -- the
American farmer. On that score, I think my legislative record
speaks for itself.

Looking back at those meetings over the years, I found that
several things stood out most vividly. One was the sharp good
business sense of bureau members. They always knew what was good for
the American farmer.

Secondly, they were good, solid members of the community -- the
kind of people you instinctively looked up to. They had faith in
themselves and their way of 1life, and you respected them for it.

But, what impressed me most of all was their sense of

‘zitizenship. Sure, they knew what they wanted as farmers -- knew how

to drive a fair bargain in the market place and in the political arena.
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But they also knew what they wanted as Americans. And, time
and again, what they wanted for America was the right thing.

They loved this country as only those who live and work on
the land itself know how to love it. And whenever it came to a
showdown, they always put the country's interest first, in war and
peace.

In the 25 years I met with them, I never once knew them to
let America down and I still take pride in our long and fruitful
assoclation.

Now I come before you in a new year, holding a new job, and
bearing a new responsibility. I hope that I can count on your good
will and your good counsel in my new mission just as I did in my
old one.

As you know, I came into the Vice Presidency at a very
painful time for all Americans, at the end of a very difficult year.
For me, the prospect was as sobering as it was exhilarating.

Now, as we enter 1974, America still has more than its
share of problems -- some of them very big problems -- and it would
be foolish to try to conceal them.

But 1n the weeks since I was nominated to the Vice Presidency
I have met with and talked to thousands of people from all parts of
the country and from all walks of 1life. I have also talked with
scores of my former colleagues in the Congress.

And everything I have seen and heard convinces me that, as
Roger Fleming put it to you earlier this morning, America may be
a little bit down, but America is far from out.

This is a vibrant, dynamic country. Our people are problem-
solvers, not grumblers or fatalists. We are going to see things
through.

Already, we have made considerable progress.

Consider the plight of the American farmer, for example.

Ten years ago, it looked as if American agriculture was doomed

to a future of total Government domination. It seemed inevitable
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that every American farmer would eventually become a kind of serf
to the Federal Government, receiving Federal subsidies and
federally-dictated orders for every seed he planted and every acre
he left fallow. The money pilcture, the financial future, was also
bleak.

Today the American fafmer, like other Americans, still faces
a number of problems. But, today, he is also enjoying a new measure
of both freedom and prosperity.

He has just set a new record in the production of farm food
and goods for the third year in a row.

And, in the first ten months of 1973 alone, the American
farmer produced enough food and fiber to permit a record export
of agricultural products -- $13.6 billion worth. That was enough
to pull our 1973 trade balance out of the red and back into the
plus c¢column.

Or, consider the energy crisis. Right now, throughout the
entire industrial world, this problem is making itself felt with
devastating effect.

America has not been immune. Yet by comparison with the
countries of Western Europe and Japan, which depend on imported
fuels for almost all of their energy, we are in pretty good shape.

We are hurting a little, but we are far from crippled.

The American coast and continent are rich in untapped
sources of energy, and American skill and know-how are second to
none in their ability to extract and utilize them.

At the same time, American scientific and engineering
expertise -- the same technological brilliance that placed men on
the moon -- is developing new energy sources. Our scientists and
technicians have never failed us. And they won't in the future.

Of course there is another problem on many minds as we
gather here today. It is not so much a material problem as a
mental one. It 1s a matter of attitudes, morale and, most of all;

a matter of confldence -- confidence in the Presidency and
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confidence in the American political system as a whole.

According to some of the polls, that confidence has seldom
been lower.

The polls are bad enough, but a few extreme partisans seem
determined to make them worse -- seem bent on stretching out the
ordeal of Watergate for their own purposes, whatever they might be.

While the American Farm Bureau Federation is meeting here
to discuss solving some of the Nation's problems, a coalition of
groups like the AFL-CIO, the Americans for Democratic Action and
other powerful pressure organizations 1is waging a massive propaganda
campalgn against the President of the United States.

And make no mistake about it -- it is an all-out attack.
Their aim is total victory for themselves,; and the total defeat not
only of President Nixon, but of the policies for which he stands.

If they can crush the President and his philosophy, they are
convinced that they can then dominate the Congress, and through 1it,
the Nation.

Should that day ever come, we can all kiss goodbye the
chances of reducing Federal spending and increasing community and
individual independence.

Should that day ever come -- with the super-welfare staters
in control of the Congress, and the White House neutralized as a
balancing force -- we can expect an avalanche of fresh Government
intervention in our economy, massive new Government spending, higher
taxes and a more rampant inflation.

The majority of responsible, thinking Americans must not let
it happen, and I don't believe they will.

So far, I think the vast majority of my former colleagues
in the House of Representatives have taken a highly responsible
approach to this matter. I have faith that my new colleagues 1n
the Senate will do the same.

But I would also urge them not to sit by while a lesser, but

still very serious, evil is perpetrated.
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For if the relatively small group of activists who are out to
impeach the President see that they do not have the strength to do
i1t, they will try to do the next most damaging thing.

They will try to stretch out the ordeal, to cripple the
President by dragging out the preliminaries to impeachment for as
long as they can, and to use the whole affair for maximum political
advantage.

Such a course would be bad for the Congress, bad for the
Presidency and bad for the Nation.

There are vital challenges to be met and pressing problems
to be solved. America has no time to waste on a long drawn out
political grudge fight, and I think that most Congressmen of both
parties agree on this.

So, i1f the Congress must move, let it move now.

In particular, let the House Judiciary Committee act
promptly. There 1s no reason why the committee cannot have finished
its Job by the end of April, as Committee Chairman Rodino indicated
to House Minority Leader Rhodes.

Personally, I firmly believe that no valid grounds exist for
impeachment of the President. I believe that a majority of the
committee will reach the same conclusion. But, whatever their
feelings, they owe it to all of us to do their job promptly and
responsibly.

They have no right to leave America hanging, when so much
that 1s important remalns to be done.

That is what the American people are telling their elected
representatives, agailn and again, during the holiday break. Settle
Watergate, they say. Write the last chapter; close the book, and
get on with the vital business of the Nation.

It 1is high time we did just that. It is high time we got
out of the rut of despair and self-doubt and back onto the high road

of progress. Once we do that, America is bound to succeed.
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This 1s the same country and the same President that managed‘w

to achieve an honorable end to America's longest war.

This is the same country and the same President that have
built new and promising relationships with the People's Republic of
China and the Soviet Union, representing over a billion people.

This 1s the same country and the same President that have
helped to lay the groundwork for a lasting peace in the strife-torn
Middle East after a generation of hatred and violence.

None of those things happened by accident.

They happened because a wise and good people were led by a
wise and good President.

No one 1is perfect -- no nationality and no executive.

But when you look back on the past years of the Nixon
Administration and think of these really magnificent achievements,
then Watergate no longer dominates the landscape.

Compared with these mountainous achievements, it's a tragic
but grotesque sideshow.

So I urge each of you, as individual citizens and as members
of the Amerlcan farm community: Do everything you can to focus
the energy and the ability of the country and the Congress where
they can do the most good ~- as forces for unity instead of division.

In the quarter century that I served in the House of
Representatives there was one man who left his mark on the House
more than any other -- Speaker Sam Rayburn. He came from farm
country in Texas and he once said that the only thing besides
people that he claimed to know was the land.

In his stern way, he had a deep love for both -- the people
and the land -- and a deep understanding of both.

Though we had some friendly disagreements on legislative
particulars, I like to think that some of Speaker Rayburn's
affection and understanding rubbed off on me during my years on

Capitol Hill.

I think that they gave me, too, a knowledge and love of our
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people and our land. This land of ours 1s still good, and so are
our people. I know this in my heart. And that is why I remain
an unashamed, unabashed optimist about America.

Edward Everett Hale, the 19th century American author who

wrote the famous story of The Man Without a Country also wrote a

few lines of advice that I think all of us could profit from as

America begins this very difficult but potentially promising new

year of 1974, Hale urged us to: /éf?igkz\
", . . look up and not down i %}
To look forward and not back, e yg,
To look out and not in, and nP 5
To lend a hand." T

If all of us in private and public life can live with that
spirit in the year ahead -~ and I belleve we can -- then Watergate,
energy and any other problem that comes down the road need hold
no fear for America.

We have faced worse problems in the past as a united,
determined and compassionate people, and always, as long as our
unity, our determination and our compassion held firm, we have

succeeded. We can and will do so again.
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