
The original documents are located in Box 128, folder “Jan. 15, 1974 - Speech, Farm 
Bureau, Atlantic City, NJ” of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. 

Ford Presidential Library. 
 

Copyright Notice 
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of 
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald Ford donated to the United 
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.  
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public 
domain.  The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to 
remain with them.   If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid 
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.  



IT IS A PL-ASUR: FOR Mc ONC~ 

AGAli TO ATT '0 A CO. VENTIO' OF T' E 

Ar· ~ER I CAN FAR:\~ 'JUR AU FED AT I 0 ' . ROGER 

Flt.~11 G ~JAS KI NO :: . OUG:-1 TO Sc. J r1c AN 

ADVA~' w COPY Or !11 S A:J. 'UAL R PORT 1-4. 1 SO 

I Kt'O"j T AT YOU AVr- ALR .. Y "'OVERc. .1 ST 

OF THE POL IT I CAL GROUND TH IS !~~ORN 1.·~G U1 ff R 

~ ilS XP RT GUIDA.' - . 
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THERt IS RrALLY v~RY LITTL THAT 

I ~' ADJ TO HI s coj PR H_. 'SI v~ RU '00' .. N UT 

I DO HAV · A FEW THOUGHTS T: ~AT I i~JOULD LI Kr: 

TO s;-tAR~ ,~,I TH YOU . 

IN TH-- FIRST PLAC ' I ~A.'T YOU 

TO KNOW THAT ALTHOUGH MY JOB AS CHA 'G-0 
SI NC;:. T !-- LAST TI r ,._ 'tc ~~::T T Gr-T. 
I 11TER!::ST I J A FA I. oc-AL FOR T '~ - Af!=ER I Ct.1 

FARtv.ER HAS ~OT .._,,../~ W14~. t;·" 



-· - -

AS A CO 'GRESS!,~A ·J 

::va~Y EA~,,- .1 r ·< ... Rs OF , ~Y L CAL 

F AR\P. 3UREAU_., A m I SCUSSE ~ PROBLE S A 1. 

CHALLENGES THEY FAG D cACH YEAR . I ALfAYS 
ENJOYED THOSE s'-ss I 0 ~s AND I ., 1 0~~ TH. T T EY 

HELP D ~1- TO DO 1w1Y J 8 ETT R IN JASH I 'GTO • 

I ALS Lit' TO TMI KT.AT THY 

HELPED \ .. ~E TO BE A FAIR AND FF CT I VC: f," · '· 
SPOKESMA ' FOR THc. U1 'SU.JG '-I C: 0 F OUR ~' _y 
ECON01t1Y - - THE A~/ic.R I CAN F.AR,v· R. Of I THAT 

sea. r:J I r INK 1iY LEGISLATIV r-c ... 0 

SPEAKS FOR ITSELF . 
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LOOKI G BACK AT T~OSE MEETI ~GS 

VE T, Y~ARs, I FOUND THAT s Ve. AL T I GS 
STOOD OUT rv10ST v Iv I OL y. ON,_ : AS Td- SHA p 

GOOD BUS I 'ESS SE JSE OF BURt..AU i.·1Etv:Bc.RS . 

THc. Y AL''IAYS KNc-:1 .VHAT 'NAS GOOD FOR TP 
• 

AMER I CA FARMER~ r "-·~ · , ·· . 
u 

SECO DLYJ THEY JER GOO , SOLID 
rlPiEfv18ERS F THE COt11v1UN I TY - - r: f E ~I tJO OF 

Pc.OPLc. YOU INSTI 'CTIVELY LOOKED UP TO. 
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BUT) ''Ill AT I MPR SS 1-0 t1E .v10ST OF 

ALL 'AS TH-IRS NSc OF ITIZCNSHIP . SURE, 
TH~Y K ru WHAT THEY WANTED AS FARMERS -
KNEJ U01 TO DRIVE: A FAIR BARGAIN Id THr.: 
MARK T PLACE A '0 IN THE POLITICAL A 

BUT THEY ALSO KNE.\' '~1AT THEY 

WA. 1T 0 AS AMERI C S. AN 2 TI le- AND AGA I ~1, 
pa 

~J:1AT T r-y '!JANTE· FOR Arl!ER I vA WAS T!~E RIGHT 

TH I ~G . 
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T: EY LOVED T IS COU~T Y AS ONLY 

TH S~ .. HO LI VE A.JO ' ORK 0 TH LA,~O ITSELF 

KNO\'J o·~ TO LOVE IT . AND WH !EV R IT CA~~r

TO A s.owoou~~, TH y AL\.tAYS PUT THE 

COUNTRY JS I. TEREST FIRST, IN VA1 A 'O P_ AC • 
a 

I ' THE 25 YEARS I t\~~ T \1 1 TH TdEr11, 

I lEVE, Oiv . KNE\ T1 l~ TO LET At./ RICA 

OW~' AND I ST I LL TAKE PR ID IN OUR LONG 

A.!D FRUITFUL ASSOvlATIO ' · S°o-,.12 ( 1 J.l-
~ ~ 2; ~ ~ +-;_ 'f-- tw-u.. -

~~~,~~r~ 
71ft ... ~ P-.1 "-7 ~~ ....... 
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NO~I I co;v;E EFORE YOU IN A NEW 

r= A ' ~OLD! NG A lE' j Jos, A, 10 EAR I NG A NE" 

RE:SP01~S I BIL I TY . I HOP THAT I CA1 COUNT 

ON YOUR GOOD \ ILL ANO YOUR GOOD COUNSEL I J 

L~ MISSION JUST AS I DID IN MY OLD ONE . 

AS YOU KNO~, CA~E INTO THE 
VIC_ P SID JCY AT A VERY PAI 'FL Tlrvi FOR 

ALL Ar I RI CANS_, AT THE r- JD OF A VcRY 

0 I FF I CULT YEA • FOR rvt~' THE RROSP- CT ~~AS 

AS sos::-R I Nu AS IT WAS -xH I LARAT I 'G . 
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1 0~, AS WE 'T R 1974, A. RICA 
ST I LL HAS j·OR THA ~! I TS S.iARE OF 

PRO L MS -- SOME OF TH: 1 VERY BIG 
PROBL ~S -- AND IT ~OULD 3E FOOLIS* TO TRY 
TO CONCEAL THr.1 . 

oUT IN THE ~~IE KS SINCE 

NOi~l,IATEO TO TH VIC PR-SIDEJCY I 1AVE 

MET WITH AND TALKED TO THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE 
FRO~ ALL PA,TS OF THE OUNTRY AND FROM ALL 
'VALKS OF LIF • I HAVE ALSO TALKED WITH 

SC R S OF J.Y FOR v.LR COLL AGUES I 1' TH'
CO 'GRtSS . 
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AND EVERYTH I 1G I HAVE SE .N AND 

HEA 0 CO JV I lCES v.r: THAT) .AS ROG=-R FL 1v1I 'G 

PUT IT TO YOU EARL I R TH IS tv~ORt' I JG; A ~ERIC~ 

~AAY BE A LITTLE BIT now~, BUT AM RICA IS 
FAR FROrv1 OUT . ' rt" 

\ . 
THIS IS A VIBRANT) DY 'A~~~ IC -~-

COUNTRY . OUR prQPL.- AR'= PROBL ~ - SOLVERS_, 

NOT GRUf~: L_RS OR FAT AL I STS . ~- i:- ARE GO I NG 

TO S E T 11 NGS THROUGH 1 M" Adfl- ,.:.. ~ 
~ ,_ 1/L .,.. T4t. ~ . 

H VC. ~ fiA a- CONS I ~RA L 

PROGRtSS . 



- 10-

CONSIOtR THt PLIGHT OF THE 
i ~ RI CA F AR1v1 RJ -oR XA,'"PL • T~ Y ARS 

AGO' IT LOOKED AS IF AilERICAN AGRICULT RE 

'
1AS ooor~ D TO A FUTURE OF TOT AL GOV'="R r: ~T 

. or.~I ~AT I 01 • IT S c. w1ED IN~ VI TA. LE THAT 

VCR Y A '111C R I CAN FAR iV1E R ~~OU L r V T LJ • L l Y ~;. ~ 0 RD~--
())I 
;o 

9ECOM~ A KIND OF SERF TO THr FEDERAL $' 

GOVER · '·~ JT ' R CEIVlr! F.:D R L SUSSIDI S 

ANO FED~RALLY -OICTATED OROtRS FOR ~v RY 
SEED He PLANT AND VERY ACR HE L~FT 
F ALLOV· • THE MON Y PI CTUREJ r; E FI NA1JC l_AL 

FUTU : , ';As ALS BL AK . 
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TODAY TH- AM: RI CM FAR':~i:R' LI KE 

OT.1t I CA1 is, ST I LL F ,., s A , 1u;n 1.. OF 
PROBLcMS . SUTJ TODAY, H ... IS ALSO E lJOYING 
A ~Ev • ASURE OF 30TH FR om,. AND :.···· 

(:) <',... • PROSP-RITY . ~ ~ 

HE HAS JUST SET A N-W REGO D IN 
., • f 

THc PRODUvT ON OF FARM F 0 A n GOODS , 0 
TH T IRO YEAR IN A ROW . 
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AJJOJ I ! THE FIRST TE1' ~v~O 'T 1S OF 

1973 AL vs~ ' TdE AM:R I CA. I FA ~ R PRO u 0 

ENOUGH FOOD AN FI BER TO PER :~ I T A REGO 0 

EXPORT OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS --
$13 .6 ILLION '1 0RTd . T:i AT t·As E!·jQLJG TO 

PULL 0 R 1973 TRA BALA. C OUT OF TH ~ , ~o 
ANO BACK INTO TH- PLUS COLUMN. 

OR ' CO~SID~R THE c cRGY CRISIS . 

RIGHT NO'· ' ThROUGHOUT THE NT IR 

INDUSTRIAL WORLD, THIS PROBL M IS ~AK I G 
ITS LF F-LT ; ITH Dc.VASTATI 'G cFF CT . 
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A~J~ER I CA HAS NOT 8E . I r1ert~UNE . YET 

DY CO PARIS01J JITH THE COUNTRl-S OF ST R J 

EUROPE A, 'D JAPA1 'J VJH I CH D P-NO ON IMPORTED 

FU- LS F R AL\ ,QST ALL OF TH - I -NERGY J '.X 

ARC: I~· PR!:TTY GOOD SHA.PE • 

, 

WE AR '"1URT I NG A LI TTLE' oUT ~E 

AR- F R FROt 1 CR I PPL 0 • f ~ · ORu <'~\ 

i~, _} 

THE A'1.E. I c. N COAST A ~D c I 'TI 'ENT 

ARE RICH IN U !TAPP~D SOUR ES OF ~ 'ERGY' AND 
A1J.- I CA ' SK I LL A ·,D KN ·~~ - . RE SEC f'' ;..! TO 

NONE I THEIR ABILITY TO ~XTRACT AN TILIZE 

TU i:~~I 
I ! it • 
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AT THE SA.E Tl1v~c:, M -RICAN 

S I NT IF IC A '0 E GI.! RI N c-xp RT I SE - - TH 

SA,~- TEC:1NOLOG I CAL RI LL I ANGE THAT Pll\CED 

r.E' ON THE MOO~' -- IS 0 Vc.LOPI Na-\~· c.NE GY 

SOURC;:.S . OUR SC IE. 'TI STS AND T CH 'IC I A.lS 

H V r: t ' V ._ R EA L - 0 US • A ' TH -Y ~JO~ .. ~ T I , ' 
~ . . & 

T'it FUTU E •4~ ~ A~~I 44.,/c.,,,. P~. ,,~ 

("7-J ~~..;., E"•'Y? Jf~ ~ .. ~no.¥, 
o- vOURS TH'""R::- IS ANCJTHER If 

0 

'~. 
v -=!> 

P DBL ~ r~ ON ~ ~A ~y 1i/i I iJOS AS '~'E GAT! ER HERE / 

TODAY . IT IS NOT SO MUC:~ A ~i~AT RIAL PROBL 1 

AS i ~T-NTAL Q, E. IT IS A ~.;ATT,..R OF 

ATT ITUDEs, '40RALE A.m, iv.OST OF ALL_, 
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A M/' TTER OF CONFIDENCF -- CONFIDE.JC~ INT r: 

P ~s1o~NCY AD Cw!FI . i CE INT~ A ~ERICA 
POL IT I CAL SYSTE :;~ AS A Y

1 OLE . 

z_y 
A AC..,ORO I NG TO SOdE OF T' POLLS J 

T' IAT CJNF ID ,•c:- dAS SE LOO,~ 3 cJ~. LO ~L. • 

TH POLLS AR BAD LNuUG I ~ BUT A 
- , C:XTRE1~E PA TI SA, 'S : i~ DET _ ~I NLD TO 

•
1iAK TH M u·oRs- -- SEE. 1 NT Q,~ STRt.TCHI 'G 

OUT THE ORD AL OF WATE \GATc. FOR TH IR OW· ' 

PU P s::-s, '' T v-=R THcY 1IG: T 3t . 
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V'H I LE T: E A~1ER I CA ' F HRI .. ~ BU EAU 

F-Oc..RAT IO. l IS i·l_ TI. w~c.R TO DISCUSS 

S LVING SO.viE OF TH NATIONJS PR03LEi.1s, A 

COALITIQI OF GROUPS LIK7 THE FL -CIO• T 'c .. 

A MASS IV· PRDPAGANQA CA~J1PA I G1
' AGAINST THc. 

P ESID 'T OF THE INII:O STAT. S. - ' 

A 0 ~A, NO MISTAK~ AGOUT IT -- IT 
IS AN ALL -OUT ATTACK . THEIR AIM IS TOTAL .,, 

VICTORY FO THErr.S-LV s, A~'D TH ... TOTAL D r AT 

'OT ONLY OF PRESIO~t'T NIXON, UT OF T" . 

POLIClrS FOR WH ICH . STANDS . 
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IF THrY CAN CRUSH THc PRES I DEt'T 

A 1iJ · ISP ILOSOP v, T.l,..Y A. C 1VI C THAT 

THEY CAN r ;1EN DO.Vil AT.: THE C8.lGREss, A.'0 

T: ROUGH IT' T! E NAT I O.J . 

SHOULD TAT DAY Va...R co~·; ) ~~ CAN 

ALL KISS GOODBY~ TH CHANCES OF REDUCI JG 

F t.OERAL SP _NO I t·'G A 1 CO. ~~~UN I TY 

AND I ' I VI DUAL Ir D P.: ~DE 1~Cl. . 
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s:iOULD r; AT DAY VC:R CO!i -- JITH 

TH SUP~\ - ' · .LFAR TATcRS CONT OL THE: 

CONGR SS' A JO T "'1H I TE HOUSE .J UTRAL I Z 0 

AS A ALA 'CING FORC -- WE CA' EXP CT At 

AV ALAMC E OF FR:.SH GOVERNrJi !T I NTrRv-, 'TI Od 

I J OUR -CO '0MY , / iASSIV.:. . lE~ GOVE:RNliENT 
SPEND I NG ,/HIGH R T AXcS ANO ,,IQ :- RAMPA, IT 

I iJFLAT IQ, I . 

T: E ~AJORITY OF R-spo~SI LE,___./ 
TH It 1K I NG 1:1ER I CAr S MUST NOT L T IT HAPPEN, 

AN I DON .lT BEL I ~VE THEY "JI LL . 
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SO FAR) l ... TH I M~ T, ... VAST ~1AJO ITY 

OF >~Y F \! _R c LL AGu-s I ' TH,.. HOUSE OF 

REPR~sc 'TATIVES . AVE TAKEN A HIGHLY 

RESPONSIBLE APPROACH TO THIS fiATTER . I , AVE 

FA I TH T 1AT ~~y NE~·~ COLLEAGU S I J THE S ATE 

. v I LL 0 T 1 - SA!J. • 

3UT I WOULD ALSO URGE THE \ ~ NOT TO 

SIT Y \uH ILE A L-SSERJ BUT STILL v-RY 

SERIOUS , E\1 1.L IS P_RPETRATED . 
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FOR IF TH- R LATIV LY SMALL GROUP 
OF ACTIVISTS ~ .O A~E OUT TO l ~P ACH T. -
PRESI ENT SEE THAT TH y 00 roT HAVE TE 
STRENGTH TO DO IT J THEY '~J I LL TRY TO 00 TH 

,..,..-
N =-xr '~~OST DAV-AGL'~ T" I NG . /~ 0 

<; 
I~ ~J 

jJ 
THEY v-1 LL TRY T 0 STRETCH OUT THE 

ORDEAL, TO CRIPPL THE PR~Slu JT §Y 
RAGGI G OUT THE PRELIMINARILS TO 

I MP ACd. ';C:NT FO. AS LO. G AS T,1- Y CA. 1_, A l TO 

USE THE 'An OLE AFFAIR FOR tv1AX I ~~urv1 POL IT I CAL 
ADVA1 lTAG • 



- 21 -

sue. A 00URS WOULD BE --------
T ~ CONGRESS J --.A ..... D_...F .... 0-..R --:.T..;..:.H~.:...=..:~~~~ 
BA. FOR THc tATION . 

T * -R ARE VITAL CHALL - 'G S TO a-
1-T A '0 PR SS I NG PR BLE .• s TO SOLVED . 

A ~~C:R I CA HAS NO TI t,A- TO WASTE Q,' A LONG 

ORA' 'N OUT POLIT I CAL GnUOG FI :IT.J A m I 
TH INK THAT r~uST CO~'GRESSM,..N OF OTH PART I '-S 

AGRr:E ON T IS . 

so, IF TH CO'GRESS ~PiUST vOVr:-~ 

LET I T uQ\IE Q~M 1Vi 'I 1U • 
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IN PARTICULA~ LET TH HOUS~ 

JUD I c I ARY co~ Ml TT E ACT PRO. RPTL y. TH-RE Is 
NO REASON '~HY THE C £vll~ I TTEE C ' 'OT HAVc. 

FINISH D ITS JOB Y THE END 0 APRIL, AS 
COMMITTr~ CHAIRMAN RODINO I OICATED TO 
·ousr . 1 I OR I TY Le.AO R RHODES . I~ R) 

Pc SONALLYJ I FIR~LY ELIEVE T~ T 
'0 VALID GRO~NOS EXIST FOR If P~ACHMENT OF 

TH PR:SIDE, T. I BELlrVE THAT A MAJOR ITY 
OF THE cart~ I TTEE \V I LL REACH THE SAf'i~E 

CONCLUSI N. BJT ' '· ATEVER TW"IR F -ur1 s., 
• 

THEY O''JE IT TO ALL F US TO DO TH: IR JOB 

PROMPTLY AN RESP01 SIBLY . 
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THEY HAVE NO RIGHT TO LEAVE 
A~ '-RI CA 1A 'GI NGJ ,JH N SO r11UCH THAT IS 

I i\iPORT At'T R ~v1A I NS TO 3c- DONE . ~oi?"'P /c. <~ 
_, ;:i;i 

'c:( .)::. 
-'!> 

't-v 

THAT IS JJHAT THE A,·~-R I CAN PEOPL 

ARE TELLING THE IR L~CT D RcP ~s 'TATIV-SJ 
AGAIN At\!D AGAINJ DURI G THE HOLIDAY BREAK . 
Sc.TTLc. WATERaATE' T Y SAY . 'VR ITE THE LAST 

C APTER j CLOSE THE GOOK J AND G-T ON ·~ IT 

T.e.: VITAL USINc.SS OF THr- 'ATIO ' · 
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IT IS HIGH TIME WE DID JUST THAT . 

IT IS HI T RUT OF .. 
SPA IR A. ~D Sr="LF - DOUBT A~'D BACK ONTO THE 

HIGH ROAD OF PROGR SS . 0 ' E v: 00 THATJ 

,~11 RICA IS B Ut'D TO SUCGE O. 
.... 

Q) T: IS IS TH SA1 ~E COLir'TRY AND THE 

SA~~ PRESIDE !T THAT ,.A 'AG-D TO C 1cv- A' 

. o GRABLE N TO A.~ R 1 CA ~s LONG\. ST -... AR . 
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T ! IS IS TH SAri~E COUNTRY AND Ti . 

SA1/I PRrS I ~T T;-IAT t~A v c 3U IL T \E \J A, '0 
--. ,,,,_ 

PRO~~ I s I 'G R LAT I 0 !Si-I I es ~·· I TH TH PEOPLE .ls 
RrPU LIC OF CHINA ANO THc. SOVIET UNI J_, 
\-PRE SE !T I NG ov:R A BI LL IO! 1 PEJPL ~ . . ??/) (~ 

Ci) TH IS IS THE SAME COW'TRY AND TH~ 
SA./iE PRt..SIDENT T. :AT HAVE HELPED TO LAY Ti E 

GROUNDWORK FOR A LASTING P~ACE IN THE 
STRIFc. - TORN L~IDJL EAST AFTr-1 A GE !-RATIO,~ 

OF ~ ATR ANO VIOL 'CE . 
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JO,JE OF THOSE TH I NGS 1AP?E~'-0 · Y 

ACCIDENT . 

THEY HHPPENL. ECAus- A ~ ISE AJD 
GOOD PEOPLc -.JERE A rf I SE A,~D GOOD 

NO ONE IS P7 RF CT -- !Q i~J TI 'AL I TY 

AND NO Lx~cur1vE . 
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BUT WHEN YOU LOOK BACK 0' THE PAST 
Y cARS OF TH 'I X01 AD~.;11NISTRATI0 1 A lD TH I K 

OF TH-SE REALLY fv1AG, IF I C:NT AC 11 VEr11E~,Ts, 

THEN WATE GAT NO LONG-=-R oor·ft.I 'JATES THE 

-~ 

cor,;PARED vi I TH THESE .~OUf 'TA I NOUS 

IT ~S A TRAGIC 9UT ROT-SQ E 
wq 
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so I URGE ~ACH OF you, AS 
, I. DIV I DUAL CITlz:-,ws A~D Sr h~3 RS OFT; 

A~~ER I CA ! F ARf\£1 COivi1v;U~'I TY ! 0 EVERYTH I !G YOU 

CA1 t TO FO US THE NE GY A '0 r ·1 - A3 IL I TY OF 

TH CO ,TRY AND THE CONGR SS JHt_RE TH: Y CA,J 

DO I E ViOST GOOD -- AS FORc-s FOR J IIY 
INST AD F DIVISIOJ . 

I l TH r\UARTER c I 'TURY THAT I 

s RV-.0 I ' THE HOus~ OF REPR ·SENTATIV s T ERE 

~~AS O~'i:- ,AN WHO L-FT HIS ·~ARK ONT.+ HOUSE 

1v10R T' · A. 'Y OTHER - - SP -R SA.~ RAY BURM . 
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HE CA~E FRO. FAR~ COUNT\Y IN T~X SANO HE 
. • 1c s 10 r . AT THE o LY T.111G · -s10 s PEOPLE 

THAT HE CLA I iAc.D TO K '0 lf WAS THE LA 10 . 

I J HIS STER, 1 .-'AY ' ;~E I A A DE .. P 

LO FOR OT. -- THE P OPLE A 10 THr- LAMD -
ANO A DEEP U~ ERSTANDING OF BOTH . 

THOUGH WE HAD SO~ ~E F1 I r . OL Y 

0 I SAGRE 1/i ' 'TS ON LEG I L TI V PART IC LARS_, 

I LIK- TO THI' THAT SO!.~E OF SP AK_R 

RAYBU NtlS AFF_CTION A' U ERSTA '01,!G RU83 0 

OFF ON iv~E OUR I NG iviY Y:1~RS ON CAPITOL HI LL . 
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I T INK THAT THEY GAVE ;-, Too, 

A K 10~LcDGE A1 LOVE OF R P~OPL A! OU 
LANO . TH IS LANO OF OURS IS STI LL GOOD J A1 !O 

Su AR OUR PEOPL • I K, OW TH IS I ' .~y HEART . 

A ' T: I AT Is i.HY I RE~~A IN A J UNA SH." f .;:- ' 

u. 1A AS c-o OPT I. d ST ABO' T ' :ER I CA . (f' 0

"

0 

<-:.,., 
..s; 

ED' ARD EV~R TT ~AL-, T~ 1 T I 
CENTURY A!vlER I CAN AUTHOR ;J 0 WROT TH~ 

F Ai·AOUS STORY F THc. fvl ' ' I TH OUT A COU, !TRY 

ALSO ROTE A F W LIN-s OF AuVICE THAT I 

TH I~ ALL 0 'S Cu~LD R FIT FR ~ AS 
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A . I CA E I 'S TH I V Y 

L 

TI LL Y P IS I 1 

• • 

F 1\J7 • 

IF ALL F US I ' PR I VAT_ A ' 
LI-~ T T I IT I. T' Y4-A 

- - A., I ~ c.. c -- T ,_ 

T 

L 
' I..) 0 

I A . 

LI 

T 
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Hv HAVE F AC._O wnRs PROBL :- ~AS I ' 

Tl E PAST AS A Ut'I TEDJ JET R.~11 ' 0 ANO 

cor/iPASSI ONATE P::OPLE, AND AL'iAYs, s LO 'G 

AS OUR UNITY' OU DETERMl1 ATION AND OUR 
C01v1PASSI ON HELD FI v~, 1JE HAVE SU~CEr- :: • 

. E CA. I A. '0 JI LL DO so AG,~ I I • 

-- c-,tu --
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ir-irry r.l q_r1<" -- r,ps 
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• . .. LAST COPY 

AN ADDRESS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD 
AT A CONVENTION 

OF THE AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION 
ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 

11 a.m. TUESDAY, JANUARY 15, 1974 

ADVANCE FOR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 

It is a pleasure for me once again to attend a convention of 

the American Farm Bureau Federation. Roger Fleming was kind enough 

to send me an advance copy of his annual report and so I know that 

you already covered most of the political ground this morning under 

his expert guidance. 

There is really very little that I can add to his comprehensive 

rundown but I do have a few thoughts that I would like to share with 

you. 

In the first place, I want you to know that although my job 

has changed since the last time we met together, my interest in a 

fair deal for the American farmer has not. 

As a Congressman I met nearly every fall with the members of 

my local Farm Bureau and discussed the problems and challenges they 

faced each year. I always enjoyed those sessions and I know that 

they helped me to do my job better in Washington. 

I also like to think that they helped me to be a fair and 

effective spokesman for the unsung hero of our economy -- the 

American farmer. On that score, I think my legislative record 

speaks for itself. 

Looking back at those meetings over the years, I found that 

several things stood out most vividly. One was the sharp good 

business sense of bureau members. They always knew what was good for 

the American farmer. 

Secondly, they were good, solid members of the community -- the 

kind of people you instinctively looked up to. They had faith in 

themselves and their way of life, and you respected them for it. 

But, what impressed me most of all was their sense of 

'~iti~enship. Sure, they knew what they wanted as farmers knew how 

to drive a fair bargain in the market place and in the political arena. 

(more) 
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But they also knew what they wanted as Americans. And, time 

and again, what they wanted for America was the right thing. 

They loved this country as only those who live and work on 

the land itself know how to love it. And whenever it came to a 

showdown, they always put the country's interest first, in war and 

peace. 

In the 25 years I met with them, I never once knew them to 

let America down and I still take pride in our long and fruitful 

association. 

Now I come before you in a new year, holding a new job, and 

bearing a new responsibility. I hope that I can count on your good 

will and your good counsel in my new mission just as I did in my 

old one. 

As you know, I came into the Vice Presidency at a very 

painful time for all Americans, at the end of a very difficult year. 

For me, the prospect was as sobering as it was exhilarating. 

Now, as we enter 1974, America still has more than its 

share of problems some of them very big problems -- and it would 

be foolish to try to conceal them. 

But in the weeks since I was nominated to the Vice Presidency 

I have met with and talked to thousands of people from all parts of 

the country and from all walks of life. I have also talked with 

scores of my former colleagues in the Congress. 

And everything I have seen and heard convinces me that, as 

Roger Fleming put it to you earlier this morning, America may be 

a little bit down, but America is far from out. 

This is a vibrant, dynamic country. Our people are problem

solvers, not grumblers or fatalists. We are going to see things 

through. 

Already, we have made considerable progress. 

Consider the plight of the American farmer, for example. 

Ten years ago, it looked as if American agriculture was doomed 

to a future of total Government domination. It seemed inevitable 

(more) 
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that every American farmer would eventually become a kind of serf 

to the Federal Government, receiving Federal subsidies and 

federally-dictated orders for every seed he planted and every acre 

he left fallow. The money picture, the financial future, was also 

bleak. 

Today the American farmer, like other Americans, still faces 

a number of problems. But, today, he is also enjoying a new measure 

of both freedom and prosperity. 

He has just set a new record in the production of farm food 

and goods for the third year in a row. 

And, in the first ten months of 1973 alone, the American 

farmer produced enough food and fiber to permit a record export 

of agricultural products -- $13.6 billion worth. That was enough 

to pull our 1973 trade balance out of the red and back into the 

plus column. 

Or, consider the energy crisis. Right now, throughout the 

entire industrial world, this problem is making itself felt with 

devastating effect. 

America has not been immune. Yet by comparison with the 

countries of western Europe and Japan, which depend on imported 

fuels for almost all of their energy, we are in pretty good shape. 

We are hurting a little, but we are far from crippled. 

The American coast and continent are rich in untapped 

sources of energy, and American skill and know-how are second to 

none in their ability to extract and utilize them. 

At the same time, American scientific and engineering 

expertise -- the same technological brilliance that placed men on 

the moon -- is developing new energy sources. Our scientists and 

technicians have never failed us. And they won't in the future. 

Of course there is another problem on many minds as we 

gather here today. It is not so much a material problem as a 

mental one. It is a matter of attitudes, morale and, most of all, 

a matter of confidence -- confidence in the Presidency and 
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confidence in the American political system as a whole. 

According to some of the polls, that confidence has seldom 

been lower. 

The polls are bad enough, but a few extreme partisans seem 

determined to make them worse seem bent on stretching out the 

ordeal of Watergate for their own purposes, whatever they might be. 

While the American Farm Bureau Federation is meeting here 

to discuss solving some of the Nation's problems, a coalition of 

groups like the AFL-CIO, the Americans for Democratic Action and 

other powerful pressure organizations is waging a massive propaganda 

campaign against the President of the United States. 

And make no mistake about it -- it is an all-out attack. 

Their aim is total victory for themselvesj and the total defeat not 

only of President Nixon, but of the policies for which he stands. 

If they can crush the President and his philosophy, they are 

convinced that they can then dominate the Congress, and through it, 

the Nation. 

Should that day ever come, we can all kiss goodbye the 

chances of reducing Federal spending and increasing community and 

individual independence. 

Should that day ever come -- with the super-welfare staters 

in control of the Congress, and the White House neutralized as a 

balancing force -- we can expect an avalanche of fresh Government 

intervention in our economy, massive new Government spending, higher 

taxes and a more rampant inflation. 

The majority of responsible, thinking Americans must not let 

it happen, and I don't believe they will. 

So far, I think the vast majority of my former colleagues 

in the House of Representatives have taken a highly responsible 

approach to this matter. I have faith that my new colleagues in 

the Senate will do the same. 

But I would also urge them not to sit by while a lesser, but 

still very serious, evil is perpetrated. 

(more) 
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For if the relatively small group of activists who are out to 

impeach the President see that they do not have the strength to do 

it, they will try to do the next most damaging thing. 

They will try to stretch out the ordeal, to cripple the 

President by dragging out the preliminaries to impeachment for as 

long as they can, and to use the whole affair for maximum political 

advantage. 

Such a course would be bad for the Congress, bad for the 

Presidency and bad for the Nation. 

There are vital challenges to be met and pressing problems 

to be solved. America has no time to waste on a long drawn out 

political grudge fight, and I think that most Congressmen of both 

parties agree on this. 

So, if the Congress must move, let it move now. 

In particular, let the House Judiciary Committee act 

promptly. There is no reason why the committee cannot have finished 

its job by the end of April, as Committee Chairman Rodino indicated 

to House Minority Leader Rhodes. 

Personally, I firmly believe that no valid grounds exist for 

impeachment of the President. I believe that a majority of the 

committee will reach the same conclusion. But, whatever their 

feelings, they owe it to all of us to do their job promptly and 

responsibly. 

They have no right to leave America hanging, when so much 

that is important remains to be done. 

That is what the American people are telling their elected 

representatives, again and again, during the holiday break. Settle 

Watergate, they say. Write the last chapter; close the book, and 

get on with the vital business of the Nation. 

It is high time we did just that. It is high time we got 

out of the rut of despair and self-doubt end back onto the high road 

of progress. Once we do that, America is bound to succeed. 
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This is the same country and the same President that managed 

to achieve an honorable end to America's longest war. 

This is the same country and the same President that have 

built new and promising relationships with the People's Republic of 

China and the Soviet Union, representing over a billion people. 

This is the same country and the same President that have 

helped to lay the groundwork for a lasting peace in the strife-torn 

Middle East after a generation of hatred and violence. 

None of those things happened by accident. 

They happened because a wise and good people were led by a 

wise and good President. 

No one is perfect -- no nationality and no executive. 

But when you look back on the past years of the Nixon 

Administration and think of these really magnificent achievements, 

then Watergate no longer dominates the landscape. 

Compared with these mountainous achievements, it's a tragic 

but grotesque sideshow. 

So I urge each of you, as individual citizens and as members 

of the American farm community: Do everything you can to focus 

. ;. 

the energy and the ability of the country and the Congress where 

they can do the most good -- as forces for unity instead of division. 

In the quarter century that I served in the House of 

Representatives there was one man who left his mark on the House 

more than any other -- Speaker Sam Rayburn. He came from farm 

country in Texas and he once said that the only thing besides 

people that he claimed to know was the land. 

In his stern way, he had a deep love for both -- the people 

and the land -- and a deep understanding of both. 

Though we had some friendly disagreements on legislative 

particulars, I like to think that some of Speaker Rayburn's 

affection and understanding rubbed off on me during my years on 

Capitol Hill. 

I think that they gave me, too, a knowledge and love of our 
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people and our land. This land of ours is still good, and so are 

our people. I know this in my heart. And that is why I remain 

an unashamed, unabashed optimist about America. 

Edward Everett Hale, the 19th century American author who 

wrote the f~nous story of The Man Without a Country also wrote a 

few lines of advice that I think all of us could profit from as 

America begins this very difficult but potentially promising new 

year of 1974. Hale urged us to: 

ii . . look up and not down 
To look forward and not back, 
To look out and not in, and 
To lend a hand.1o 

If all of us in private and public life can live with that 

spirit in the year ahead -- and I believe we can -- then Watergate, 

energy and any other problem that comes down the road need hold 

no fear for America. 

We have faced worse problems in the past as a united, 

determined and compassionate people, and always, as long as our 

unity, our determination and our compassion held firm, we have 

succeeded. We can and will do so again. 

# # # 




