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w,;rk; 
BAPTIST M OICAL CENTCR, LITTLE ROCK . ~ 

ARKANS s, SAT I DAY , JANU RY 12, 1 74 

IT GIVES ME GREAT PLE SURt TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE DEDICATION OF YOUR 
fvlAG 'IF I CE .T 1J ._ t•; HOSPITAL . 

I FE~L ESP~CIALLY PRIVIL GEO TO 
SHARE THIS PLATF RJ WIT - A DISTl~GUISHED 
GROUP OF ARKANSAS -- BILL r~ ILLE :~ . BRICK 
LILE , DR . RH~UBIN SOUTH , ALL OP WHOM 
HAVE DONE SO l!UCH TO i~AKE LITTLE ROCK 
ON- OF THE .VlOST I .v1PORT A. T . .:DI CAL CEt TERS 

OF TH SOUTH ~ SOUTiW ST ; 

Digitized from Box 128 of the Gerald R. Ford Vice Presidential Papers at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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ANO JR . CHARLES ASHCRAFT, 'VHO HAS V'ORK:O 

JI LI G NTL Y AND EFFECT I vc-L Y TO I. 'SUR TH ... 
SPIRITUAL HEALTH OF HIS F LLOW ARKAJSANS . 

&Nil& AS YOU ALL KNOW , YOUR POLITICAL 
ti['~ 

HEAL TH IS ALSO IN GOOD SHAPE, SAFEGUAR ED t;:t;l-
11~ AS IT IS 3Y r\~y Tf'JO OLD FR I ENOS AND _:;--

COLL AGUES, SE 'ATOR JOH ' MCnLELLAN AND 
REP~EJTATIVE WILBUR MILLS . 

ARKANSAS IS A STATE KNOtN 
THROUGHOUT THE NATION FOR THE DECENCY AND 
INTEGRITY OF ITS CITIZENS, FOR ITS 
ADHERENCE IN A TIME OF FLUX TO THE BASIC 
VALUES THAT HAVE MADE OUR 'ATION THE 
GREATEST THE ~ORLD HAS EVER SEEN . 

-

j 
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AND NO T~ -0 ~liEN BETTER PERSON I FY 

T OSE BASIC , a~oROCK A1ERICA' UALITIES 

THA ~ J0'1N ~4C~L£LLAN ANO WILBUR MI LLS . 

THEY AR~ ME' OF INTELLI ENCE ANO INTEGRITY , 
STRONG MEN ANO GOOD j 1 N, Atv10NG THE 

f OST HIGHLY R SPECT ~D .lE J IN 'ASH I 1 'GTO ' . 

I KNOW I DON 'T NEED TO TELL YOU ARKANSANS 
JUST H0f FORTU ATc YOU ARE TO HAVc THEM 
R PRESENTING YOU IN OUR NATIONAL CAPITAL . 

WI LBU"R A. 10 I GO BACK A LONG WAY 

TOGETHER - - A30UT 25 YEARS I 1 I TH._ Haus- . 
HIS MASTERY OF ~OMPLEX SUBJtCTS IS LEGENDAR\ 

/J.;~ 

JJiW HE CAN ·UOTE FROi~ THE TAX STATUTES IN 

THE SAME 'AY THAT A GOOD ARKANSAS BAPTIST 

~HNI STER CAN "'UOTE FR Os~ THE GOOD BOOK . 

(, 
' ' 



-4-

BUT IT ' S THAT ROCK - HARO INTEGRITY , 
COUPL~D ;1T, A STRONG DOSr OF COMMO' 
SE Sc , THAT HAS DISTINGUISHED HIM 
THROUGHOUT '11 S CAREER OF PUBLIC SERVI ~E . 

AND 'THERE ARE NO QUALITIES iv10RE t-'EC-SSARY 
IN OUR I NCRcAS I NGL y corn.PLc.X soc I c TY • 

loA(n~ 141~~ 
p~~~ THI) HOSPITAL 1~E EDI CAT_ TODAY 

PR)ov1o~s us ''llTH A DRAMATIC EXA~l.PLE 
OF JUST ON COMPLEX OUR SOCIETY HAS 

corvlE IN A VERY' FEW YEARS . 
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rv~ANY OF YOU HERE TH IS AFTERNOO.' 
•\ Jj 

REi I I ~BER THE DAYS ,JHEN THE HOSPITAL :~AS 

THE PLAC YOU WE 'T TO AS A LAST~~!!l~ 
BABIES 1 RE BORN AT HOME , AN~OCTCiRS 
WORKED OUT OF THI=" IR OFFICES ;ND MADE ( . J 

OUS CALLS AS A rfl;ATTER OF COURS • '---

ANO ALSO , AS A MATT R OF COURSE , 
PEOPLE THEN ROUT I lEL Y DI ED OF 0 I SEASES 

THAT HAVE NO~· EC011tE OBSOLt TE AND OF 
SICKNESSES THAT IN THE MODER ' HOSPITAL 
TODAY AR- OFTcN 0'LY MINOR IRRITATIOJS. 



- -
THE HOSPITAL OF MY OYHOOO HAO 

A . HANDFUL OF DOCTORS AND 'URS S, WITH 
A FEW SUPPORTING RSONNEL . UT TODAY 
THER~ ARE NOT ONLY DOCTORS AND NURSES , 
BUT ALSO TECHNICIA 'S, THERAPISTS, 
DlcTICIAJS, PSYCHIATRISTS1 PSYCHOLOGISTS, 
AND A HOST OF OTHER SPECIALISTS . FOR THE 
532 PATI NTS YOUR HOSPITAL ~ ILL ACCOM~OOAT~ , 

THERE ~ILL BE BETW r' 300 TO 400 DOCTORS 
AND IN ALL , 1 ,29 EMPLOYEES 

• 

ND THE FACILITY ITSELF, ONE OF 
THE LARGEST BU I LO I 'GS IN ARKA SAS , IS .'4 

TEST 1.no.~y TO MODERN TECHNOLOGICAL 
corv1PLEX I TY -- A. lD EFF I c I ENCY . THE 
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COMPUTERIZED Jl3TRIBUTION CENT~R , FOR 

INSTANCE , ~ ILL · ELIVER PR·SCRIPTIO 'S , 
X-RAYS , MED ICAL RECORDS AND LABORATORY 
SPECIMENS TO ANY ONE OF THIRTY STATIONS IN 
TH .. HOSPITAL . 

THESE ANO OTHER SUCH FEATURES ARE 
ALL D SIG ~o TO BRING TO THE CITIZENS OF 
AR'ANSAS TH BEST POSSI LE HEALTH CARE -
H_ALTH CAR OF A ~UALITY THAT NO ONE 
DREAMED OF OUR I NG r11v 30YHOOO . 
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BUT TO ENSURE THAT ~E CONTINUE 
TO DELIV~R H~ALTH CARE OF A HIGH 
QUALITY , ANO TO .AAKE TH'"'T CARE AVAIAuLE 

~ 
TO ALL OUR PZOPLE . ~JE HAVE f6 SOL v- A 
VERY TOUGH PROBL r,1 -- THE PROBLE.,1 

OF FIN JCtS . 

IT TOOK $34 MILLION TO CO STRUCT 
TH Is NE~i r~EO I CAL co~~PLEX , A '0 THAT ' IN 

A Y MA 'S BOOK , IS A LOT OF MO 'EY . 
I KNOW THAT ALL ARKANSANS TAKE DEEP PRIDE 
I ' TH- At!tOUNT OF [VlONEY Tr AT HAS E N RA I SEO 

FOR T:IS PROJ CT THROUG~ PRIVATE DO 'ATIONS . 
_...._,=------
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1 T IS A HARD FACT OF CONTEMPORA Y 
LIF- THAT T E FrDERAL GOVER ·1 ENT HAS OVER -
tXTENOEO I TSr-LF F. l.NAi 'C I ALLY AND SI ~lPL Y 

OESN ' T :i Vr: T!-IE FUNDS TO DO Ev- YTHING 
IT WOULD LI t TO DO . THUS, IT IS 
~sPcCIALLY HEARTEMI G TO SEE TH~ CITIZE JS 
OF ARKANSAS TAKE MATT RS INTO THEIR OWN HA~OS 

NO CONTRIBUTE SO HAN SO~ELY TO THE 
CO 'STRUCTlv' OF THIS MED ICAL CE 'TER . 
A '0 LET r, PAus- HER TO CONGRATULATE THL 
BAPTIST CHURCH FOR THE YEARS OF S 'JEAT A ~D 

MON Y IT H S POURED INTO THE CO STRUCTION 
0 LITTLE ] OCK ' S NATIONALLY RESPcCTED 

~;vi DICAL SYST M. IT IS CLEAR THAT SELF
~ R-LIANCE IS ALIVE AND WELL IN ARKANSAS . 
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IN MAKING THIS DR~AM A REALITY , 
YOU H V 0.CE AG IN HELPED TO PROVE A 
TRUTH IN ~H ICH I HAV~ LONG BELl:VED: 
\t HEN A~1 RI CANS riiAKt UP THEIR ~iH ~'OS TO DO 

SOd1ETP I NG 1 THEY CA ' DO IT. T;1E u /< ~· 0 <~ 

RLSOLUT NESS , THE COM~ON SENS ANO TH: '~ 
INGENUITY OF AMER ICANS ARE SUFFICIENT 
TO TACKL~ ANY CONT MPORARY PRO LEM, JO 
·11ATTER HO'~ co;J.PLEX ' ANO TO SOLVE IT. 
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, ATIONAL DISCOURSE TH sc DAYS 
T~ OS TO CE TER AROU '0 A WHOL~ SERIES 
OF v~HAT WE INVARIA3LY CALL CRISES . BUT 

) 7>z ..... 

IN MOST CASES, I T INK THEY m ULD SETT 
/ 

,, 
r > 

!r DESCRI D AS p 08U:.i .s -- PRO L-;;.s J 
THAT CAN 8._ DEALT WITH . A~AERICANS HAVE 
Al~JAYS BEEf·t KNOWN , IN FACT, AS A PROBLEt\'1 

SOLVING P .. PLE ANO TH~Y HAVE P OVEN THAT 
POINT ONCE AGAIN IN R~C NT M01 THS THROUGH 
THEIR iviAGN IF I CENT RESPONSE TO THE 

PRESIDENT' S CALL FOR THE CONSERVATION 
OF r:NERGY . 
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~ 'V WI LL SOLVE THE £1~ERGY PROBLc. ·A. 

A.!n I Aw1 CONVINCrD TAT ~ JE ·~ ILL SOLVE T 
It 

HEALTH CAR PROBLEM. WE ARE NOJ THE 

HEALTHIEST ~'ATION IN THE ''JORLD -- AND YET 

THERE IS MU~H ABOUT OUR HEALTH CARE SYSTEJ 

THAT C t~ E L:1PROV 0. ''E A~~ER I CANS ARE 

AN IMPATIENT PEOPLE , NEVER SETTLING FOR 
Lrss THA THE VERY FI NEST . WE KNOY 'pv 

CANNOT ACHIEVE PCRFECTION , BUT THAT DOS 
NOT PRrVENT US FROf~ STR IV I 1G FOR IT. 

~· ''T \~ E AR ALSO A PRACTICAL 

PEOPLE , ANO ~JE KNOW THAT WE CANNOT REACH 
OUR GOALS Sl~flY THROUGH WISHFUL THINKING. 

! c. HAVE TO 'VORK HARD TO ACH IEVE THE RESULTS 

\~E DES I RE -- AND WE HAVE TO VOR. TOGETMER. 
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FOR I TS PART , TH IS ADs~H NI STRATI r 
IS ETER~dNcD TO DO :-vERYTHING POSSIBL~ 
TO CONTINUE TO ASSIST IN THE IWPROVEMENT 
OF HEAL TH CARE . Tl E PR:S I DENT / S .~EAL TH J_ ~~ 
MAINTENANCE ORGANIZATION ACT OF 1973 ')J!'~ 

I/. '1JA U' I 
R PRESENTS AN I r.,PORT ANT STEP I 1' TH IS 

(/ 

DIRECTION, AS WILL J~~_)l~IONAL HEALTH 1
, ;1 

INSURANCE BILL THAf1i£' WILL SOON SUBMIT ~ 
TO THE CONGRESS . I J FACT , I WOULD GO SO 
FAR AS TO SAY T~AT !ATIONAL HEALTH 
INSURANCE N1AY BE REL1Efv1BERED IN HI STORY 

AS ONE OF TH ~~OST 1 MP~M'T DO .. -ST IC 
ACCOMPLISH ENTS OF T :~ 1sios . 

I( 
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BUT LET US ALSO RE 1v1EMBER A JOTHER 
CRUCIAL PO I 'T : I T IS 'OT ~· 1 TH I ' TLI P0~1JER 
OR SCOPE OF THE EXECUTIV~ OR OF ANY OTHER 
BRANCH OF GOVERNAENT ALONE TO SOLV~ OUR 

HEAL TH CARE PROuLi:-~:.S . NOR WOULD SUCH !?-'""" <-;, 

UNIL TERAL A~BITIO' BE 0 SIR BL~ . ~ \ J 
AMER I CANS WORK BEST WHEN '.IE ALL t' ORKU bVitt:_ 

TOGETH R. --'4~~i/r4~;fc:/ .,,_ .,. 
/ ~ 7u~/>'1Yt. 

WE IN \ ASH I NGTO ' ;JI LL CO. fT I NUE 

TO D1kJ?Uf!a!~A~~w~~ .. ~ 
YOU WANT TO B- ASSISTED • . AND 'YOLJ, WE KNOV , ::. 

WILL CONTINUE TO BRING vCuR BEST TAL~~ffS ~ 
ANO -NERGIES TO B AR UP01 OUR PROBLEMS . 
TOGETH R, WE CAN ACCOMPLISH JHAT WE ScT 

OUT TO ACCOMPLISH . 
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AS .l\LL OF YOU KNO·,~ , THOSE CF US 

\i HO wORK IN '~ASHI 1GTON HAVE BEEN AV ING 

OUR OWN PROBLE~S THESE DAYS . BUT OUT HERE 

IN THE HEARTLAND OF Ar.~ER I CA , 'VHERc corvU\10N 

SE 'SE IS SUCH AN ABU 'DA~'T NATURAL RcSOURCE , 

I Ka·• THAT YOU ti1A INTAIN A VERY REALISTIC 

PERSPECTIVE . YOU REALIZE TH AT THE WA ILS 

A30UT Ta!E SICK~ESS OF O'JR SYSTErA A1JD THE 

-CR I ,..S OF 0001\, AT EACH CRISIS ARE BADLY (f' . '~ 
OUT OF TU 'E WITH THE REAL SPIRIT OF ·~ 
-
Ar,~c.R I CA. 
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WE MUST N-V~R AL~2~~9~~~~~~ 
TO DE DISTRACTED BY T ~sE/Cfft'f'S/./ w~ AR- ~vt... 
NOT A SICK SOCIETY . OURS IS NdT A SICK ~· 
SYSTErlt . WI LBU'R iii ILLS SAID IT ELOQUENTLY ~fL. 

~· u (; 

0 T~ : r HOUSE FLOOR LAST YEAR . LI STEN TO ~ d) 

~~~~ ~ 

HI WORDS : ~ 
,( 

"THESE TI ~,1ES DEf':J~AND - - AND THESc. 

GREAT pc-QPLE v ALL SERVE DE~1A~' L.J - - FAR 

r,1QRE ••••• T' AN PONT IF I CAT I ON ABOUT THE 

"SI CK ESS" OF TH IS SOC I Y, OR AuOUT T'1E 

LOSS OF THAT SOCIETY ' S STANDARJSJ VALUES 

OR DIRECTIONS . 



- 17-

I BEL I EVE THE A111E I CAN PEOPLE 

A SICK TO TH~ GILLS OF ALL THIS S_LF
OEBA~Er it-NT . THEY k

1

JANT' A~'D \i·1E r11UST G l\E 

THEf>ll , POSIT I VE, t~'HOLr-SOME A t.J CONF I Or-NT 

LEADERSHIP IN r OTH 11~HAT WE DO AND l!JHAT 

v~;: SAY • " 

LADl-S A '0 GENTLEM~N , THAT IS 

THE SORT OF LtADERSHIP THAT YOUR ELECTE 
OFFICIALS PLEDGE TO GIVE YOU . 
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1973 ~AS A HARO YEAR POLITICALLY , 
ANO IN ~ASHINGTON OUR SEASO~ WAS WORSE 
THAN THE RAZORBACKS 1

• BUT T,·fE RAZORBl\CKS 

•·.10N St rvtE 31 G ONES , AND SO 0 I 0 WE . A,JO 
~ ~ ~ ---..... . 

1974 WILL BE EVEf'' 3ETT R FOR AL -· 

I- KNOW THAT THE RAZORoACKS HAVE SOME FIN 
FRESHMEN AND SOPHOMORES , A f ACT I ESPECIALLY 

~i:t71>0 
APPREC I AT: 1 --=rn rw Nd~ RESPO IS 181 LIT I SJ 

I AM REALLY A FRESH;fAN BACKUP UARTERBACK. 
=> ~ - ,_ 

BUT AS A Ve.TERAN OF THE CONGRtSSI ONAL / ....... b, 

(
Q ~\ - ... \ TE M, I K~UV THAT 11Y OLD CO,JGR SS I 0. 1 Al \_jJ 

TEA:.~~1TSx~!/K~J~~""L~ A~U~~J~, 
r~ccLflilAN !RE GO I NG TO BE wifRK I NG w I Tri 

1 
US TO MAKE TH!S SEASON A MUCH BETTER ON 
FOR A:~E RI CA - - 01' THAT ~~r.. CAN ALL RE~J1E1v,8ER 
, I TH PR ID • 
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LAD I ES A '0 GE~'TLE ;~E 1, I THAN< 

YOU FOR YOUR COURTESY AND YOUR HOSPITALITY . 
IT HAS BEEN AN HO 'OR TO VISIT YOUR STAT , 

AND I LOOK FOR iJARD TO RETU1 NI !G SOO,' . 

--ENJ-- jJ 



REMARKS BY VICE PRESIDENT GERALD R. FDRD 
AT THE DEDICATION OF THE BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER 

LITrLE ROCK, ARK. 
SATURDAY, JANUARY 12, 1974 

ADV~CE FDR RELEASE ON DELIVERY 

It gives me great pleasure to participate in the dedication of 

your magnificent new hospital. 

I feel especially privileged to share this platform with a 

distinguished group of Arkansans -- Bill Miller, Brick Lile, 

Dr. Rheubin South, all of whom have done so much to make Little 

Rock one of the most im:rx>rtant medical centers of the South and 

Southwest; and Dr. Charles Ashcraft, who has worked diligently 

and effectively to insure the spiritual health of his fellow Arkansans. 

And, as you all know, your :rx>litical health is also in good 

shape, safeguarded as it is by my two old friends and colleagues, 

Senator John McClellan and Representative Wilbur Mills. 

Arkansas is a State known throughout the Nation for the decency 

and integrity of its citizens, for its adherence in a time of flux to the 

basic values that have made our Nation the greatest the world has ever 

seen. 

And no two men better personify those basic, bedrock .American 

qualities than John McClellan and Wilbur Mills. They are men of intelligence 

and integrity, strong men and good men, among the most highly respected 

men in Washington. I don't need to tell you Arkansans just how fortunate 

you are to have them representing you in our National Capital. 

Wilbur and I go back a long way together -- about 25 years in the 

House. His mastery of canplex subjects is legendary, and he can quote 

from the tax statutes in the same way that a good Arkansas Baptist minister 

can quote from the Good Book. 

But it's that rock-hard integrity, coupled with a strong dose of 

corrmon sense, that has distinguished him throughout his career of public 

service. And there are no qualities more necessary in our increasingly 

complex society. 

(more) 
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This hospital we dedicate today provides us with a dramatic example 

of just how complex our society has become in a very few years. 

Many of you here this afternoon remember the days when the hospital 

was the place you went to as a last resort. Babies were born at home, 

and doctors worked out of their offices and made house calls as a matter 

of course. 

And also, as a matter of course, people then routinely died of 

diseases that have now become obsolete and of sicknesses that in the 

modern hospital today are often only minor irritations. 

The hospital of my boyhood had a handful of doctors and nurses, 

with a few supporting personnel. But today there are not only doctors 

and nurses, but also technicians, therapists, dieticians, psychiatrists, 

psychologists, and a host of other specialists. For the 532 patients 

your hospital will acconmodate, there will be between 300 to 400 doctors 

and in all, 1,200 employees. 

And the facility itself, one of the largest buildings in Arkansas, 

is a testimony to modern technological canplexity -- and efficiency. The 

computerized distribution center, for instance, will deliver prescriptions, 

X-rays, medical records and laboratory specimens to any one of thirty 

stations in the hospital. 

These and other such features are all designed to bring to the 

citizens of Arkansas the best possible health care -- health care of a 

quality that no one dreamed of during my boyhood. 

But to ensure that we continue to deliver health care of a high 

quality, and to make that care available to all our people, we have to 

solve a very tough problem -- the problem of finances. 

It took $34 million to construct this new medical canplex, and that, 

in any man's book, is a lot of money. I know that all Arkansans take deep 

pride in the amount of money that has been raised for this project through 

private donations. 

(more) 
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It is a hard fact of contemporary life that the Federal Government 

has overextended itself financially and sTillply doesn't have the funds to 

do everything it would like to do. Thus, it is especially heartening to 

see the citizens of Arkansas take matters into their own hands and 

contribute so handsomely to the construction of this medical center. 

And let me pause here to congratulate the Paptist Church for the years 

of sweat and money it has poured into the construction of Little Rock's 

nationally respected medical system. It is clear that self-reliance is 

alive and well in Arkansas. 

In making this dream a reality, you have once again helped to 

prove a truth in which I have long believed: When .Americans make up their 

minds to do something, they can do it. The resoluteness, the corrmon sense 

and the ingenuity of .Americans are sufficient to tackle any contemporary 

problem, no matter how complex, and to solve it. 

National discourse these days tends to center around a whole· series 

of what we invariably call crises. But in most cases, I think they could 

better be described as problems -- problems that can be dealt with . 

.Americans have always been known, in fact, as a problem-solving people 

and they have proven that point once again in recent months through their 

magnificent response to the President's call for the conservation of energy. 

We will solve the energy problem. And I am convinced that we will 

solve the health care problem. We are now the healthiest nation in the 

world -- and yet there is much about our health care system that can be 

Tillproved. We .Americans are an Tillpatient people, never settling for less 

than the very finest. We know we cannot achieve perfection, but that does 

not prevent us from striving for it. 

But we are also a practical people, and we know that we cannot reach 

our goals sTillply through wishful thinking. We have to work hard to 

achieve the results we desire -- and we have to work together. 

For its part, this Administration is determined to do everything 

possible to continue to assist in the Tillprovement of health care. The 

President's Heal th Maintenance Organization Act of 1973 represents an 

Tillportant step in this direction, as will the National Health Insurance 

(more) 
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bill that he will soon sul::rnit to the Congress. In fact, I would go so 

far as to say that National Health Insurance may be remembered in history 

as one of the most :important danestic accanplishnents of the 1970s. 

But let us also remember another crucial point: It is not within 

the power or scope of the executive or of any other branch of Government 

alone to solve our heal th care problems. Nor would such unilateral 

ambition be desirable. We Americans work best when we all work together. 

We in Washington will continue to do our best to assist you in the 

ways you want to be assisted. And you, we know, will continue to bring 

your best talents and energies to bear upon our problems. Together, we 

can accomplish what we set out to accanplish. 

As all of you know, those of us who work in Washington have been 

having our own problems these days. But out here in the heartland of 

America, where common sense is such an abundant natural resource, I know 

that you maintain a very realistic perspective. You realize that the wails 

about the sickness of our system and the cries of doan at each crisis are 

badly out of tune with the real spirit of America. 

We must never allow ourselves to be distracted by these cries. 

We are not a sick society. Ours is not a sick system. Wilbur Mills said 

it eloquently on the House floor last year. Listen to his words : 

"These times demand -- and these great people we all serve demand --

far more . than pontification about the 'sickness' of this society, 

or about the loss of that society's standards, values or directions. 

I believe the American pe6ple are sick to the gills of all this 

self-debasement. They want, and we must give them, positive, wholesome 

and confident leadership in both what we do and what we say." 

Ladies and gentlemen, that is the sort of leadership that your 

elected officials pledge to give you. 

1973 was a hard year politically, and in Washington our season 

was worse than the Razorbacks' • But the Razorbacks won some big ones, 

and so did we. And 197 4 will be even better for all of us. I know that 

(more) 
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the Razorbacks have sane fine freshmen and sophanores, a fact I especially 

appreciate. In my new responsibility, I am really a freshman backup 

quarterback. But as a veteran of the Congressional team, I lmow that 

my old Congressional teammates like Wilbur Mills and John McClellan are 

going to be working with us to make this season a much better one for 

.America -- one that we can all remember with pride. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I thank you for your courtesy and your 

hospitality. It has been an honor to visit your State, and I look forward 

to returning soon. 

# # # 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 25, 1973 
2:00 p. m. 

MEMORANDUM FOR: GENERAL ALEXANDER M. HAIG, JR. 

VIA: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DAVID P.t.RKER 

WILLIAM HENKEL, 

SUR VEY REPORT 
BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER 
LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS 

Attached at TAB A is a proposed scheduie with travel options_~ 

Approve schedule conc~pt __ _ Disapprove __ _ 

....... ~ .. · 

In the course of the survey conducted by Red Cavaney on Thursday, 
September 20, 1973, he met with John Pounders, the chairman 
of the dedication ceremonies for the hospital. This was coordi
nated through Max Friedersdorf due to Congressrnan Mills 1 

having told the ·dedication committee of the President's desire 
to participate. 

LITTLE ROCK 

Little Rock, the State 1 s largest city and geographic center, has 
a population of 135, 700 (county population: 300, 000.) Trade, 
manufacturing and governm.ent employ 59% of the work force. 
Metropolitan Little Rock is the meC::ical center of the State with 
34 hospitals and rest homes, excluding Arkansas State Hospital. 

The annu2l average mean temperature in winter is 40. 6 degrees 
with rain or snow con s idered possible. NOTE: Our inclement 
weather :,ptions are marginal. 

AIRPORTS 

Two airpc0rt options are available: Adams Field (municipal 
airport) and Little Rock AFB (SAC Bai e.) Adams is modern 

• 
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and could easily accommodate us. Little Rock AFB employs 
7, 000 m .ilitary and civilian personnel and has 10, 000 dependents. 
Although preferable not to have an airport arrival crowd, a 
military-only crowd at Little Rock AFB w0uld not diminish the 
hospital crowd. 

Use of the AFB is desirable, particularly if we utilize helos. 
A determination on helo usage will be made on the pre-advance; 
however, initial inclination favors their ·use due to some very 
real hospital access problems. A two-lan€ road (one lane in 
each direction) provides the only surface access to the hospital. 
When motorcade route security r e quirements are superimposed 
upon the need to keep as much traffic as p~ssible moving for 
crowd access, our efforts tend to be counter-productive. 

BAPTIST MEDICAL CENT ER 

This newest of three hospitals in the Ba ptist Medical Center 
System is being built at a cost of 3-·4 million dollars (2. 8 million 
in Hill-Burton funds. ) The system, no longer affiliated with 
the Baptists, is operated as a non-profit corporation. It should 

--

be noted that when the President discontinued Hill-Burton funds, the 
hospital had received only 2. 8 of its projected 4 million dollars --
a fact made known to donors when trustees requested a 20% increase 
in original pledges. No significant problem is anticipated as a 
result of this action. 

The dedication is scheduled for Sunday, December 3D, 1973, at 
2:00 p. m. , although this date could be modified to accommodate 
the President. A massive invitation mailing to all hospital 
courtesy-card holders (15, OOO)and VIPs is scheduled for 12/ 1I73, 
with a November 1st printing d e adline. The ceremony is to be 
held outside the hospital front entrance with the cafeteria s~rving 
as the inclement weather alternative. The cafeteria accommodates 
1, 000, but is poorly configured for viewing. The dedication chairman 
is well-organized, and his role a s key concact is considered a 
big asset. 
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EVENT CONCEPT 

We envision a closed airport a.Lrival, helo transfer to hospital, 

and public remarks at the dedication to full press coverage. 

If the event is scheduled for Sunday (12/30), we would encounter 

strong crowd competition fron1 the pro football playoffs (double

header) on TV. John Pounders indicated that the dedication 
could be held as ea:dy as Decen-1 be1· 15th, and there appears 

to be no reason why it could not take place in early January. 

As a result of this, there appears to be good latitude in 
scheduling a elate for Presidential participation., keeping in rn.ind 

the November 1st invitation printing deadiine. If a weekday is 
selected, crowd-raising would be assisted by a noon-time dedication. 

(The attached proposed schedule reflects a weekend dedication.) 

Survey photos and background information is on file in the Advance 

Office. 

--

cc: Steve B 11ll 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Vice President Gerald R. Ford will be the speaker for the dedication of a 

new $32 million Baptist Mediai.l. Center at 1:15 p.m. Saturday at Little Rock, .a.,:t. 
Ford is making the appearance at the invitation of House Ways and Means Chairman 

Wilbur M!ills. Those attending the dedication ceremony will include MilJls and 

Sen. Johll L. McClellan, D-Ark. The new hospital is one of three in the Baptist 
r.--

Medical Center System, which is no longer affiliated with the Ba:Pftists and is ....... 

operated as a nonprofit corporation. Funding of the new hospital included $2.8 

million in Hill-Burton money. 

###1# 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

SCHEDULE 

January 11, 1974 
1 :00 pm 

·· .. \ 
f .--,; .,:c:, \ 
i ~: ~1 

THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE AT THE 
BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER DEDICATION 

\ "'· ::q \'(__)! 
·Little Rock, Arkansas 

Saturday, January 12, 1974 

ATTIRE: Business Suit/Top Coat WEATHER: Cloudy, mid 30's, 
moderate winds, high 
chill factor. 

9:55 am 
{EST) 

10:00 am 

11:35 am 
{CDT) 
Advanceman: 
Eric Rosenberger 

ARRIVE Andrews AFB and board Jetstar. 

DEPART Andrews AFB via Jetstar en route 
Little Rock AFB, Jacksonville, Arkansas. 

[Flying time: 2 hours, 35 minutes] 
rTime change: -1 hour] 

ARRIVE Little Rock AFB. 

You will be met by: 
Congressman & Mrs. Wilbur Mills 

{D-Ark) 
Governor Dale Bumpers (D-Ark) 
Senator John L. McClellan (D-Ark) 
Congressman John P. Hammerschmidt 

{R-Ark) 
Congressman R. H. {Ray) Thornton 

(D-Ark) 
Mr. R. A. Lile, Hospital Board 

:hairman 
Mr. James Caldwell, GOP State 

Chairman 
BGEH Eugene Gauch, USAF, 834th 

'Ying Commander 
Col. Robert Coverdale, USAF, 31 Hh 

'Ving Commander 

Col. Edward Bailey, USAF, 308tl SAC 



11:55 am 

12:35 pm 
Advanceman: 
Bob Goodwin 

12:40 pm 

12:50 pm 
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CROWD SITUATION (INSIDE HANGER) 
FULL PRESS COVERAGE 

NOTE: Option to offer brief remarks. 

DEPART Lit';le Rock AFB via motorcade 
en route Baptist Medical Center, Little 
Rock. 

[Driving time: 40 minutes] 

NOTE: The members of the Arkansas 
Congressional Delegation and the 
Governor will join your motorcade. 
Congressman Mills will ride in your 
car. 

ARRIVE Baptist Medical Center and proceed 
inside hospital. 

You will be met by: 
Mr. Terry Lynn, Hospital 

Administrator. 

NOTE: This arrival will not be 
in public view. 

Proceed on brief tour of hospital facilities, 
accompanied by the Governor and members 
of the Arkansas Congressional Delegation, 
and greet staff members at the following 
stations: 

Pathology Dept. (Dr. Harille) 
Radiology Lab (Dr. Scruggs) 
Intensive Care Unit (Mrs. Glover) 

NOTE: At each stop, you will be 
giver. a short briefing. 

PRE.SS POOL PHOTO COVERAGE 

Tour completed. Proceed to waiting roorn 
to meet the 18 hospital Board of Trustee 
Members and their wives. 

, 
I 



i:oo pm 

1 :02 pm 

1 :05 pm 

1:08 pm 

1 :10 pm 

1 :15. pm 

1:20 pm 
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NOTE: The Board Members & wives 
will proceed to the dedication sitep 
after meeting you. The Governor 
and the members of the Arkansas 
Congressional Delegation will remain 
with you in order to proceed to the 
stage together. 

Proceed downstairs to await announcement 

Announcement onto stage of the 
Governor and each MC. Yours 
will be the final announcement. 

Proceed to platform and be seated. 

CROWD SITUATION 
LIVE LOCAL TELEVISION 

Opening remarks by Mr. William 
Miller, President of the Baptist 
Medical Center Board of Trustees. 

Invocation by Dr. Charles Ashcraft, 
Executive Secretary of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. 

Brief remarks and introduction of 
staff and dignitary organizations 

',(six groups) by Mr. R. A. "Brick" 
Lile, Chairman of the Board of 
Trustees of the Baptist Medical 
Center. 

Introduction of Senator John L. 
McClellan (D-Ark) by Mr. Lile. 

Senator McClellan remarks. 

Intr .)duction of Governor Dale 
Bun1pers (D-Ark) by Senator 
McClellan 

Governor Bumpers welcoming 
rerrarks. 

'•' 



1 :25 pm 

1:27 pm 

1 :35 pm 

1:45 pm 

1:46 pm 

1 :49 pm 

1:50 pm 

1 :50 pm 

2:55 pm 
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Senator McClellan acknowledges 
other MC 1 s and introduces Congress
man Wilbur D. Mills, (D-Ark. ). ' 

Congressman Mills remarks. 

Inb·oduction of the Vice Presidem by 
Congressman Mills. 

Vice Presidential remarks. 

LIVE LOCAL TELEVISION 

Remarks conclude. 

Prayer of Dedication by Dr. Rheubin 
South, Truestee Board Member. 

Announcement of Receiving Line and 
Open House by Mr. Miller. 

Program concludes. 

DEPART Platform and step to area 
immediately in front of speaker's platform 
to form receiving line to meet dedication 
attendees. 

Form receiving line as follows: 
, Dr. R. A. Burger, Hospital Chief 

of Staff 
Mr. William Miller 
Mr. R. A. Lile 
Congressman Thornton 
Congressman Hammerschmidt 
Senator McClellan 
Governor Bumpers 
Congressman Mills 
Thi! Vice President 

Receiving line concludes. Proceed upsrairs 
to holding room to receive Honorary Member
ship in the Royal Order of Jesters. 



.. 

3:05 pm 

3:10 pm 

3:50 pm 

3:55 pm 

6:50 pm 
(EDT) 
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Honorary Membership bestowed by Mr. 
Thomas Shamel, President of the local 
chapter of the Royal Order of Jesters. 
Several other Jesters will also be in 
attendance. 

PRESS PHOTO OPPOR TUN:ITY 

DEPART holding room en route motorcade 
for boarding. 

NOTE: It is anticipated that some 
of the MC's may desire to accompany 
you to Little Rock AFB. Congress
man Mills will ride in your car. 

DEPART Baptist Medical Center via 
motorcade en route Little Rock AFB. 

[Driving time: 40 minutes] 

ARRIVE Little Rock AFB and board 
Jetstar. 

DEPART Little Rock AFB via Jetstar en 
route Andrews AFB. 

[Flying time: 1 hour, 55 minutes] 
[Time change: + 1 hour] 

ARRIVE Andrews AFB. 



') 
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January 3, 1973 
4:00 p. rn .. 

MEMORANDUM FOR: THE: VICE PRESIDENT 

VIA: WILLIAM HENKEL, JR. -

FROM: RED CAVANEY 

SUBJECT : YOUR ATTENDANCE AT THE 
BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER 
DEDICATION 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
Saturday, January 12, 1974 

Attached at TAB A is a proposed schedule for your approval. 

Approve ------- Disapprove ____ _ 

BACKGROUND 

You have accepted an invitation to provide dedicatory remarks a"'.: the 

dedication of the Baptist Medical Center in Little Rock, Ark ansas, 
on Saturday, 5 An@ I 11 X 4, I tj (4. 1._m s newest of three hospitals 

'in the Baptist Medical Center Systen1 is being built at a cost of 

~Z rn1 il1 on d ollars ($2, 8 rniili.on u1 fhll -Burton funds,) The systern, . 
no long 2r a ±hha t ea wnb the B apusts, is operated as a non -proht 
20rporat 10n. 

With all of the Arkansas Congressional delegation invited to attend 

the dedication, the following replies have been received to date: 

Senator John L. McClel lan (D-Ar;cansas) 

Sen<: tor .J . W . Fnl bright (D -Arkai ts as) 

Con[;ressrnan ·Wilbur D . Mills (D Arkansas) 

Yes 
No 
Yes 
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AIRPORT AR RIV AL 

It is proposed that you ar:rive via Jetstar at the Little Rock AFB, 
a SAC Base, which is 20 rniles northeast of the bos ital. With 
a respeeca~le military dependent population as sociatcd with the 
base, it is recormnended that a military-only crowd be allowed 
to greet you on arrival. Distance rnay preclude many of these 
people frorn going to the hospital, yet a mHitary-only crowd at 

( 

the base should not dilute dedication attendance. It is likely that 
members of the Arkansas Congrcs sional dele aticm will be desirous 
of J01n1ng t ewe coming comnnttee at the airport . 

Approve crowd ____ _ Disapprove ____ _ 

If a crowd does greet rour air ort arrival do to offer 
ne rem.arks to Full Press Coverage? 

Approve rernarks Disapprove ----
HOSPITAL TOUR 

You will travel via motorcade f to the Ba tist Medical 

a brief tour of the facility with press Mern.bers 
of tbe Arkansas 01"' i na e egation could accompany you 
on the tour. Your arrival a t the hospital complex would not be in 
public view . This brief activity would allow press to re-position 
after the airport coverage . 

Approve tour Disapprove ---

DEDICATION PROGRAM 

An outside cere1nony is planned, although inclen1ent weather may 
force tbe pro~rarn to an inside location (capacity -- 750 persons) . 
An aggressiv3 carnpaign is underway to im ite the public and, 
weather pcrn1itting, a good turnout is expected . Jn view of the 
son1e\vhat foi:cnal nature of the event and tl e likelihood of cro\vcls 
for the out sic= e event, it is recommended that you an:ive on the 
platform to h)nor s. 

Apprcve honors Disapprove ----
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Since there is no vehicle for conveying the dedication, the event 
planners arc terming your participation "dedicatory ren1arks. ff 

Follo\,ving yo.u rernarks, a Prayer of Dedication will be offered. 
Upon completion of the prograrn, you will depart for the base, and the 
public will be invited to tour the hospital. 

cc: Dave Gergen 
Paul Miltich 
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4:30 p. rn. 

PROPOSED SCHEDULE 

THE VICE PRESIDENT'S ATTENDANCE AT THE 
BAPTIST MEDICAL CENTER DEDICATION 

10:50 a. m. 
EDT 

10:55 a. m. 

J 2:05 p. m. 
CDT 

12:20 p. m. 

12:50 p. m. 

Little Rock, Arkansas 
Saturday, January 12, 1974 

ARRIVE Andrews AFB and board Jetstar. 

DEPART Andrews AFB via J etstar en route 
Little Rock AFB, Jacksonville, Arkansas. 

[Flying time: 2 hours, 10 minutes] 
[Time change: -1 hour] 

ARRIVE Little Rock AFB 

You will be met by: 

Base commander 
Vlelcmning Comrn.ittee rnernbers 

CROWD SITUATION 
FULL PRESS COVERAGE 

NOTE: Option to offer brief rernarks. 

DEPART Little Rock AFB via motorcade en route 
Baptist Medical Center, Little Rock. 

[Driving time: 30 minutes] 

ARRIVE Baptist Medical Center and proceed 
inside hospital. 

You will be met by: 

Several n1e1'.lber s of hospital staff 

NOTE: This arrival will not be in public 
view. 



12:55 p . Hl. 

1 : 10 p.m . 

1:1 5 p. m . 

1:1 8 p . m . 

1 :20 p . 1n. 

1 :25 :) . m . 

1: 30 p . m . 
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Proceed on brief tour of hospital facilities 
and greet staff n1ember s at various stations. 

PRESS POOL PHOTO COVERAGE 

Tour completed. Proceed to holding area to 
await announcement. 

NOTE: You inay wish to enter with 
Congressrhan 1\1ills and other 
members of the .Arkansas Congressional 
delegation. 

11Ruffles and Flourishes' ' 
.Announcement 
" Hail, Columbia 11 

Proceed to platform_ and be seated . 

CROWD SITUATION 
FULL PRESS COVERAGE 

Opening remarks by Mr. William Miller, 
President of the Baptist Medical Cente r 
Board of Tru_stees . 

Invocation by Dr. Charles Ashcraft, 
Executive Secretary of the Arkansas 
Baptist State Convention. 

Brief rernarks and introduction of staff 
and dignitary organizations (six groups) 
by Mr . R. A . "Brick" Lile, Chairman 
of the Board of Trustees of the Baptist 
Medical Center. 

Introduction of Senator John L . McClellei.1; 
(D-Ark) by j-Ar . Lile . 

Senator McClellan remarks . 

Introduction of Governor Dale Bun-'1pers 
(D - A ,. k) by ~ienator McClellan 

Governor Bi,mpers \velcorn.ing ren1arks. 



.... , 

1: 35 p . m . 

1: 37 p . m. 

1:45 p . m . 

1 :55p. m . 

1: 56 p.m. 

1 :59 p. r:n .• 

2:00 p. m. 

2 :00 p. m . 

2 :1 0p . m . 

2 :40 p. rn . 

2:45 p. m . 

5:40 p. rn . 
EDT 

• 

-3-

Senator JvlcClellan acknowledges other 
MC 1 s and introduces Congressman Wilbur 
D. Mills, (D-Ark) 

Congressrn<:<n Mills remarks . 

Introduction of the Vice President by 
Congressrnan 1vlills 

Vice Presidm tiar dedicatory rcrnarks. ( 

FULL PRESS COVERAGE 

-...... 0 

Ren1arks conclude . · 

Prayer of Dedication by Dr. Rheubin 
South, Trustee Board mernber . 

Announcement of Open House by Mr. Miller 

Program concludes. 

D EPART platform en route motorcade for 
boarding via the hospital front entrance. 

D EPART Baptist Medical Center via motorcade 
en route Little Rock AFB. 

[Driving time : 30 minutes] 

ARRIVE Little Rock AFB and board Jet star 

DEPART Little Roc k AFB via Jetstar en route 
Andrews AFB. 

[Fl ying time: 1 hour, 55 minutes J 
[Time chanr;e: +l hour] 

ARRIVE Anclrevirs .11.FB 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

WASHINGTON 

January 17, 1974 
9:00 am 

PAUL MILTICH 

RED CAVANE~ 
NEWSPAPER COVERAGE 
VICE PRESIDENT'S VISIT TO 
LITT LE ROCK, ARKANSAS 
Saturday, January 12, 1974 

Attached, Paul, you will find copies of the newspaper coverage 
which followed the Vice President's visit to Little Rock, Arkansas, 
on Saturday, January 12, 1974. 

If you have any comments on the content of the material, please 
feel free to give me a call and I will be glad to discuss the matter 
with you. 



ps, sec 
By LYNDA ZIMMER 
Democrat Staff Writer 

The secrecy has rubbed off on some local 
law enforcement officials. 

whose names were on the list, candidly said 
they had not been asked to do anything. 

Despite all the preparations, however, Ford 
may have a hard time getting into the hospital 
and that is no secret. 

. Secret Service security precautions for Vice 
President Gerald R. Ford, who will visit Ar· 
kansas to dedicate the new Baptist Medical Cen
ter today, arc secret. 

"We don't look for publicity," said Harold 
W. Duke, special agent in charge of the Little 
Rock Secret Ser\'ice office. _ 

l\laj. Thomas L. Goodwin, commander of 
the Operations Division of the State Police, said 
Thursday afternoon that two of his men were 
meeting with Secret Service at the time and 
that he did not know what role the State Police 
would play until the men returned. 

The emergency room door, where Ford is 
scheduled to enter, did not have doorknobs Fri· 
day. 

Asked how preparations are made for such 
a VIP visit, Duke said, "My men are out in the 
streets." 

"And when they do, I can't tell you anything 
specific," Goodwin said. "We don't want to tdl 
exactly which billboard a man will be behind." 

Friday, Goodwin said State Police cars 
would escort the motorcade from Little Rock 
Air Force Base to the hospital and then back to 
the base. 

" The doorknobs (suppliers) have been on 
strike for six months and we can't ge any," 
John Pounders, public relations director for the 
hospital, explained. 

John W. "Bill" Roberts, Ford's deputy 
press secretary, said that was a problem he was 
leaving to the Secret Service. 

How many men? 
· "We don't publicize that," Duke said. 

He called Arkansans "ideal citizens" with 
good deportment during his eight years of ar
ranging such visits in Arkansas. 

Duke ended the noncommittal interview by 
saying, "We never take the position of putting 
things in blueprint forni." 

Duke released a list of all law enforcement 
agencies in the area which he said were coop
erating and assisting with today 's "protective 
mission." 

Inside the hospital Friday, Secret Service 
agents with walkie talkies and construction 
foremen with hard hats furrowed their brows 
and pointed up at exposed ceiling fixtures. 

Scraps of wire and piles of sawdust on the 
floors looked more hazardous, however. But Pulaski County Sheriff Monroe Love 

and Jacksonville Police Chief Leonard Brickell, See LIPS on Page 2A 

e Saturday orning 

A 
103rcl YEAR - NO. 103 

A photographer who asked 
about taking pictures from a 
balcony while Ford stood in a 
receiving line was answered 
by Roberts. 
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"Ever since Dallas they 
(Secret Servicemen) don't 
like anybody to get up." 
(Former President John F. 
Kennedy was assassinated by 
a gunman in a high-rise biild
ing). 

Pounders said v a r i o u s 
members of the hospital staff 
had been in hours-long meet
ings with the Secret Service 
agents since Wednesday even
ing when an advance group, 
again no numbers furnished, 
arrived. 

Only five or six persons will 
be · able to come with Ford 
this morning in a small jet, 
part of the White : :louse air· 
craft fleet. . 

When will the jet arrive? 
"You'll never get an iti· 

nerary of a visit from us," 
D u k e warned ,• r eporter 
Thursday. "You n ay get it 
from other sources " 

Roberts said F· •rd would 
arrive about 11 a .1r . . 

Roberts conduct d a news 
briefing to release 1 ne itinera-

ry at the hospital Friday 
morning. It was an initiation 
into the sterilized world of na
tional news reporting where 

· reporters and photographers 
give their full names, ad· 
dresses and Social Security 
numbers to the Secret Ser
vice. 

In exchange, they get the 
privilege of standing inside 
an air base hangar while the 
vice president arrives out· 
side, riding in a press bus 
and stationing themselves be
hind ropes in hospital areas 
Ford will visit. 

"They (Secret Servicemen) 
said no one would be roam
ing," Pounders said. 

Roberts suggested that the 
r eporters imitate the Wash· 
ington press corps and des ig· 
nate one reporter to accom
pany Ford around the hosp~ 
tal and another to accompany 
Ford back to the air base. 

Roberts, who had hoped all 
along that the 1 p.m. dedica
tion ceremony would be out
side the hospi tal's main en· 

trance, seemed perturbed 
Friday morning with a report 
that Congressman Wilbur D. 
Mills of Kensett, who had in· 
vited Ford to Arkansas, and 
would introduce him, called 
for an inside ceremony and 
was accommodated. (A base
ment cafeteria ceremony pre
viously had been plann!:!d 
only as an alternate in case 
of rain.) 

However, P ounders said no 
weather conditions would 
cancel the dc<lication, like an 
ice storm canceled an open 
house for doctors last Satur
day. 

"We'll dedic'ate it with an 
ice pick if we have td," 
: 'ounders said. 

Roberts said Sen. John L. 
\IcClellan would be the first 

. olitician to speak a f t e r 
hospital officials, but he 
J.~arned a little bit about Ar
! a n s a s poEtical protocol 
•' h e n Pounders corrected 
1 i m by saying Governor 
l :umpers would be first. 

·:·::.·.•.:::::. ··:·:::'.·'.·'.·.·.·. -::;::.:\::::::\:::::.:::::·: 
....... -..... ·.:·:·.:-:·'.·.·.:-:-:·:.····· · ·· 
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Vegas. 
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l\Iills E . Godwin r 59, Demo
cratic governo ! Virginia 
from 19&6 to 1 was sworn 
in at Richmond become the 
first person in century to 

Girl Giggles at . Gree~ing From Vice Presi~ent 
Vice President Gerald R. Ford (right) seemed to 
have a special rapport with children os 'he 
greeted those who met him at Little Rock Air 
Force Bose. Also. clasping onat.her girl's hand is 

Represe·ntative Wilbur D. Mills. Down the re- w• 
ception line (from right) are Senator John L. !Pc 
McClellan, Governor Bumpers and Representa
tive John Paul Hammerschmidt. 

~cr\'e two term as governor 
- this time as a epublican. 

EMs Presley, 39, \ · I give mati
nee and e\·ening rformanei>s 
:\!arch 16 and a 1atinee only 
)larch 17 at the dsouth Coli-
~eum at Mem s, his first 
performance in native city 
since February , 961. 
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'·
1 

} ':rnklin Medal Io· con- pow r office making policy 0 r ord signed numerous auto-
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:~\~~ition 1n the 1950s 
P?~~ll.5. million addition that opened in 1956. Marshall Street is at 
~au~· ht. The main building was opened in 1925. 
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F. t Baptist Un ·t 
Re ired 5 ears 
To inance ·11 '20 

It1took five years for the Ba
1

ptist State Convention to 
raise $300,000 to purchase land and a frame building then 
known as the Little Rock Sanitarium to open its first hospi

tal. 
The Convention had named its first hospital commission 

in 1915 and charged it with buying lots and raising money for 
a Baptist hospital. The first commission failed, and so did the 
second, and the third: · 

Five yea.rs later, however, the 

commissdon, re -c r e at e d an- 1961, and the state'a first inten
nuaU~, was ab;e to announce sive care unit of 13 beds was 
that it had bou0h~ the block of opened in October 1961 land iat West Thirteenth and * ·. . 
Wolfe Streets where the Sanitlr- A n_ew eye center mcludmg 
ium stood for $58 350 1and that a operatmg room and patient 
$300,000 'fund h~d 'been sub- ro~ms was opened in Feb_ruary 
scribed toward a $500,000 hu3pi- rn~2· . The same month, ad1acent 
tal of 30 beds. bmld_rngs were bought for con-

The commission spent SHi.000 versrnn to a hospital chapel and 
for repairs and equipment to the student center. 
Sanitarium building, and opened * More patient rooms, a labora
it as the Bapfat Sta·•c Hospital tory area, and new laundry 
in November 1920. A school of were added in a Sl.2 million ex
nursing was begun the same pansion tha,t opened in June 
year. lrtH, housed in two addirional 

The hospital commissbn met floors atop the surgical ·ving 
with success in buildiag th~ new and remodeling the centr;1l area 
hospital, .and it was opened Jan- o~tge. s~cond floor of the origi
uary 1, 1925, ·after three year:; of 1i N mldmg. . · 
construction interrupted by de- . .ei~ .colleg.iate pr?grams, one. 
pletion of funds. Another public ~n ~t~isi~~ Jointly with Ouachita 
subscriotion in 1924 plus· the a .,t'.st \.,ollege at Arkadelphia 

• ' and m d · l t h l ! sale of revenue bonds produ"cd n:ie ica ec no ogy were 
the necessary addition;l mon;v. started _m 1965, as wa<> a new 

· • occnpat10nal therapy . depart· 

M · d · ment. Pediatrics occupied a 
a JOT Ad itions newly remodeled section toward 

Began in 1939 the end of.the year. 
The next major addition was * A seventh flor:ir was added to 

in 1939, when a 120-nurse re~i- the Medical Arts Buildincr in 
denc~ was begun, t:> be com- l965, and a new computer 

0

sys
pleted the next year. It was ex- tern was installed in the hospital 
paneled in 1944, when a partial early the following year. ' 
sixth floor also was '.ldded to tne * A new School of Hcit!til ,!:ci; 
HospitaJ itself. J e~ccs was created in 1969 jointly 

The first of sevr.ral name with State College of Arkansas 
changes came in lU48, when at Conway, o!fcr_ing radiologic 
Baptist State· HospitJl was technolo_gy, p11ysical therapy, 
changed to Arkansas B< ptist oco:patio.nal _ therapy, respira
Hospital. As the Hospital 's ;erv- tor:y ther ap) ! medical technol
ices and facilities were ex- ogy an~ nu~smg. _A year later, a 
panded, its n!!me was ch·n&;ed r enal dialysis umt was opened, 
in November 1955 to Arkansas ~nd a ne\~ computer system wa,-; 

B apt is t Medical Cent! r to mst~~l~d m earl_Y,~7. A year ~go, 
"more clearly define the naay ~ ~ 1 filte:ed air . room umque 
services available at the m ;ti iu- 1'.1.lhe sta,e, was ms ta lied to fa
tion." And to emphasize tlie re- 1 c1l1tatc orthopedic surgery. 
gionality of the Center, the ·'Ar- Memorial Hospital at North 
kansas" part of the name was Little Rock became part of the 
dropped in September 1959. !3aptist ;\Iedical Center system 

As Baptist assumed operation 111 January 1962, and six years 
of Memorial Hospital at II orth later a 30-bed addition to it was 
Little !Rock ·and proceeded with announced. 
oeonstmction of the S32,00il,OOO The first major announcement 
hospital at 9600 West Twclith leading to the construction of 
Little Rock iand proceeded wich the new facility at Interstate 
cons~ruction of the $32,•101J,OCO 630-4.30 concerned negotiations. 
hospital at 9600 We:;t Tw ~Uth for a 53-acre tract on University 
Street, the Medical Center be- Avenue at Evergreen Street. A 
came part of the Baptist iokcli- professional ho spit a l study 
cal · Center System. When the prompted the Medical Center 
new hospital opens, the original Board, however, to abandon that 
site will become Central Baptist site as too small, and seek the 
Hospital, and ·the new hospital larger one to the west. 
will assume the older na.mc . 
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~JTTLE ROCR, SUNDAY, JANUARY 13, 1974 

By LYNDA ZIJ\Il\IER 
Democrat Staff Writer 

Vice President Gerald R . 
Ford came to Lillie Rock Sat
urday to dedicate the new $34 
million Baptist l\ledical Cen
ter, but he spent most of his 
time heaping praises on Con
gressman Wilbur D. Mills of 
Kensett. 

The Republican, who has 
been the vice president for 
only six weeks, and the 
Democratic congressman 
were inseparable during the 
five-hour visit. 

Mi 11 s linked his arm 
through Ford's shortly after 
Ford stepped off an eight-pas
senger jct at Li ttle Rock Air 
Force Base at 11:35 a.m. and 
looked like a bride being 
marched down the aisle as 
t he two mon·d toward the 
open hangar whrre a crowd 
of about 500 military families 
and Scouts in uniform waited. 

SNIDE CO:'lt:ltF.'.'\T 
Mills told the spectators to 

applaud Ford for honoring 
Arkansas with a visit, but a 
lrr>n-:ii1ctl :.:!ir1 in th" rrnwtl 
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