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Jerry, our Vice President, comes home = Continued, Page 2

program there during which his portrait will be unveiled as
the first in the middle school's newly established Hall of
Fame, Ford was graduated from South High 3chool in 1930.
In addition to being an All-City center for two years and
captain of the football team as a senior, Ford was also a
member of South's National Honor Society, Inter-Hi Council,
Sodalitas Latina and Glee Club, |

At 10:30, after the visit to his high school alma mater,
a brief motorcade will accompany Ford to a downtown news
conference. Observed along the route will be the site of
the first of several Ford family residences in Grand Rapids;
St. Mary's llospital whose recent growth benefitted from Federal
funding arranged by then—Congressman Ford; and his former
district headquartefs on Cherry Street among others. Local
motorists are urged by the celebration committee to turn on
car headlights any time they drive during the day in salute to
Ford's 25th Anniversary llomecoming.

Representatives from both local and national news media
are expected to fill the Grand Rapids Press Club at 11 o'clock
for a 45-minute conference with the new Vice President, Ford
will be hosted at a prayer luncheon in the Civic Auditorium by
Billy Zeoli, Gospel Films. A separate women's luncheon honoring
Mrs, Betty Ford, also a Grand Rapids native, is planned by
Kent County Republican ladies,

Each of the 5th District constituents who supported Jerry

I'ord throughout his 25 years in the Congress has an opportunity
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to congratulate him personally during the afternoon, From
two until five p.m., the Fords will meet the public in the
lobby of the Kent County building in Vandenbérg Center,
Numerous bands are being scheduled to entertain both public
and honored guests in Calder Plaza throughout the afternoon.
The day's festivities will be climaxed by a gala dinner
for 1500 set for 7 p.m. at Calvin College Fieldhouse, The
committee has already issued invitations at $12,50 per person
to several thousand residents, While the occasion is expected
to be a "sellout," anyone who was missed and wishes to attend
may call 459-0141 with reservation inquiries,
Planners of the evening's program promise, "There will
be no long speeches.," Colorful groups tentatively invited to
participate includéAthe University of Michigan Friars,
local Shrine bandsmen and Latvian dancers.
A few long-time friends will share glimpses into Jerry Ford's
early years; humorous presentations will spotlight his frequent
visits to area celebrations; and brief tributes will be paid
by guest celebrities representing Ford's Congressional years,
His 25th Anniversary llomecoming will conclude with Vicé President

Ford'!s response at the dinner,

#

(Further details will be forthcoming., )











