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It has been a great pleasure to participate in this ceremony
tonight.

I found the remarks of Coach Joe Paterno instructive and
witty, as usual, and I am proud to have the opportunity to meet John
Cappelletti in person. I've watched you on television for the past
two years, John, and I agree 100 per cent with the Judges who chose
you to receive football's most prestigious award.

And I'd like to congratulate Joe Paterno for his consistently
great teams and for helping to produce Penn State's first Heisman
winner. In honoring John Cappelletti tonight we also honor Joe
Paterno, and no coach deserves it more.

I know that Joe occasionally chafes over those AP and UPI
ratings. And I sympathize. During the past couple of weeks I've
been learning just what it feels like to be number two.

I'd like to make just a few serilous remarks tonight. I won't
give you that old life~is-a-football-game pitch. But I would like
to say that some of the reasons for the popularity of football are
directly related to those qualities that have made us great as a
nation.,

The Helsman trophy symbolizes individual athletic accomplish-
ment in football. A player wins it, as John won it, through intense
competition with other players. And he wins it because he puts forth
that little extra effort.

I think John said it very well in a recent interview. He
told of how he had been ready to quit the team in 1972 because he
wasn't picking up enough yardage. But he kept trying until part way
through the season he gained 124 yards against Illinois. "I learned
a lesson,” he said,” . . . that if you stick with something longer
than you think you can, things will work out for you."

(more)
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I know of no more eloguent summary of what makes up the
American character. We try a little harder, we stick with 1t, and
as a result we enjoy a system of government and a way of life that
is the envy of the world.

And the essentlal ingredient that leads to our desire to excel
is a very simple one ~- competition.

As a natlon, we understand that competition and individual
effort are essential to progress. Show me a nation in which the
spirit of individualism has been stifled, the drive to compete has
been abolished, and I will show you a society in which the desire
to excel has been extinguished.

We are an individualistic and competitive people. But we also
realize that individual excellence is impossible without teamwork.
John certalnly understands this. Without those fine linemen running
interference so effectively, he knows that it might have been just
a little bit harder to gain those 1,522 yards. (Having seen him play,
I'm not sure he couldn't do it on his own. But it would have been
harder. )

That unique blend of individual effort, competition and
teamwork 1s what accounts for the success of football as a sport.

And it 1is this same combination that makes up what we call "the
American way."

It's a pleasure to be reminded tonight that the spirit that
animates our way of life is just as healthy as ever. Fine young
athletes such as John Cappellettil and great leaders and teachers
such as Joe Paterno are the people who keep that spirit glowing.

And 1t is especially heartening to be reminded again of the
central role that athletics play in shaping the lives of American
young people.

Not too many years ago, many people were prepared to write
off our young men and women, mistaking the noise of a few for the
attitudes of the many. But the continuing success of intercollegiate
athletics and fine young athletes like John Cappellettl prove that
our young people continue to be inspired by the basic lessons of the

American experience. (more)
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Congratulations, John, and good luck in the Orange Bowl.
I'1l be watching. I understand that when you finish your pro
career, you intend to work in law enforcement and corrections at the
Federal level. I know that you will bring the same dedication and
determination to your work that won you the Heisman trophy. And your
fellow countrymen will be the better for it.

Thank you.
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