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What the Vice-Presidensy Means to Me

by
Vice President-Designate Gerald R. Ford (R-Mich.)

I have always believed that publie office is a pudblie trust.
This belief dates back to vhen I first ran for Congress in 1948.

I believe that any men or woman who wins the votes of a majority
of his fellow citizens has & solemn obligation to serve them faithfully
and well. I also believe that I should give am much of myself as I can
to those vho honored me by eslecting me to office.

Right now I contenplating the first pudlie office to which I
would not be elected by the peocple, but by my peers in Congress vho are
the pecple's agents.

To that office, I would bring the same precepts I have ocutlined
above.

During this century, 32 men have been chosen as candidates for
Viece President by the two major parties. Of the 15 who have won, nine
have served in Congress. I believe there is notbetter training school
for this job than service in Congress.

As & Congressman, I have always felt that keeping my door open was
a dty. I have learned a lot from the people who have passed through it,
both from those vho agreed wvith me and from those who didn't.

In this respect, perhaps the greatest misgiving I have about the
Vice Presidency is that such contaets with all kinds of people would be
more difficult-—and that my friends might stop celling me Jerry.

(more)
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A rale I have always admired and hope to carry into the office of
the Vice Presidency was one follgwed hy the late President Eisemhower.

It vas a simple rule for pecple who have to make decisions. That was to
get all the facts and all the good counsel you can and then do what's best
for Americas.

I have asked myself the Question: What makes you, Jerry Ford,
qualified to be Vice President of the United States?

My answer is that I believe I can be a ready conciliator and calm
communicator between the White House and Capitol Hill, between the
re-election mandate of the Republican President and the egqually emphatie
mandate of the Demoeratic 93rd Congress. I believe I can do this--not
because I know very much about the Vice Presidemey—but becsuse I know both
houses of the Congress of the United Btates as well and as inidmately as
anybody who has known them for a quarter of a century.

My platform is always to support truth and intelligent compromise.

When conf$rmed, I will do as President Elsenhower 414. I will do
vhat I believe is best for Ameries.

I will do it as President Lincoln 414, "with firmness in the right,
as God gives us to see the right.”
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This waw taken solely from The Congressional Record of Nov, 5

(E 7009 and E 700)), from testimony by Vi sident Designate Ford

in his statement before the Senate @#mmittee on Rules and Administration.

I would appreciate it, 1 meets with your approval, to forward
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" Selig Adler, Chief, Articles Editor,
The National Enquirer
600 South East Coast Avenue

Lantana, Florida, 33462

I woudd appreciate an "action" shot to accompany this in contrast

with the usual "mug" shot. By this I mean a pic that has some action

in it: the Vice-President Besignate waving at some people, or shaking
hands, etec. It would show to greater advantage.

FYI, the Enquirer presently has some four mkllion readers --
the largest weekly in America., Every top Congressional leader has
placed bylines in it covering various and wide topics,

Thank you,
@
Leo Melzer
Office: 63-25062
Home: OL. 2-8577

(4836 Drummond Ave.,
Chevy Chase, Md., 20015)





