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CABINET OFFICTAL
ISOUSTED ININDIA

Mrs, Gandhi’s Abrupt Action

Deepens Pag Tgnaions
By ARD WEINRAUB

Specizl fo The New York Times

NEW DELHI, March 4—
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
has abruptly dismissed an out-
spoken Cabinet official, stirring
controversy in the capital and|
deepening the tensioms in the
dominant Congress party.

The official, Mohan Dharia,
:gg:%er of Stlte for th‘lfks
ousing, was unexpec
« dropped on Sunday forx%ehbhclg
urging Mrs. Gandhi to open a
glalome t;mh Jaygz Pmkaslg p
follower of Mohandas K.|
Gangdhi who is leading an anti-

mi;”mt makes Mr. Dhatg:;s dis-
significant. the
:f signals | dhi’s im-
patxe’hce ‘at cities within the
party and her own axiety about
Mr, Narayan—called J. P.—

whose movement is serving as

un umbmua for the opposition. |
Moreover, . the auster of Mr.

Dharia was a triumph for the
Soviet-supported-  Comimunist [
party of India, which has de-
nounced him and several others
{g suppmm& a dialogue with

nole ol' Gomunlm
To Mr. Dharia the Com-
munists have a vested interest
;qn keeping Mrs. Ganldh: and ﬁ
arayan 0 long as
Gk 2
maintains, the p
will depend increasingly on the
Communists for support.
Mr. Dharia is a widely re-
spected figure in Parliament
and was part of the Go-mber :
- Council of Ministers, which in-| -
cludes Cabinet ministers, mmls-
ters of state and deputy min-
isters. “I am) ing into a
confrontation,” stan on Sun-
day. “But I cannot'help it be-
cause I am saying what people
want and that is a dialogue|f4
with the opposition, especmlly
with J. P.” )
Ironically, Mr. Dharia is a
member of the so-called ‘“Young
Turk” wing of Congress, an
outspoken, left-wing branch of
the party that supported Mrs.
Gandhi in 1969 when the party
split. At that time, Mrs. Gandhi
overcame its old-guard leader-
ship and was supported by mili-
tants and socialists seeking dra- {
matic economic and social
change.
Meeting Ruled Out

Although radical, the Young
Turks “have always been
stanchly anti-Communist and
have expressed blunt concern
abo! Cmmmrxst f
fluen party. The dis-

ear-oﬂ 1 ri
and fog emm huawn
news here in the last

 days. Mr. Dharia dechined
to meet Mrs. Gandhi last night
and is set to make a statement

’,"

One of Mr. Dharia’s strong|
su; parte Chandra Shekhar,
-said in a ‘statement: “If it is
sought to use this action as a
deterrent and to silence the
voice of cohstructive dissent in
the party, it will fail in its ob-
jective. Mohan is a crusader for
certain values and he is a tena-
cious optimist. He was ¢rying in
wain jo recorcile incompatible
positions. The talk of politics of
commiitment and the expedient

and eonvenient course of state-
craft have hardly any meeting
point in today’s cont
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