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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 30, 1975

Dear Mr. President:

On April 4, 1975, I reported that U.S. naval vessels had
been ordered to participate in an international humanitarian
relief effort to transport refugees and U.S. nationals to
safety from Danang and other seaports in South Vietnam.

This effort was undertaken in Yesponse to urgent appeals
from the Government of South Vietnam and in recognition of
the large-scale violations by the North Vietnamese of the
Agreement Ending the War and Restoring the Peace in Vietnam.

In the days and weeks that followed, the massive North
Vietnamese attacks continued. As the forces of the Government
of South Vietnam were pushed further back toward Saigon, we
began a progressive withdrawal of U.S. citizens and their
dependents in South Vietnam, together with foreign nationals
whose lives were in jeopardy.

On April 28, the defensive lines to the northwest and south
of Saigon were breached. Tan Son Nhut Airfield and Saigon
came under increased rocket attack and for the first time
received artillery fire. NVA forces were approaching within
mortar and anti-aircraft missile range. The situation at
Tan Son Nhut Airfield deteriorated to the extent that it
became unusable. Crowd control on the airfield was breaking
down and the collapse of the Government forces within Saigon
appeared imminent. The situation presented a direct and
imminent threat to the remaining U.S. citizens and their
dependents in and around Saigon.

On the recommendation of the American Ambassador there, I
ordered U.S. military forces to proceed by means of rotary
wing aircraft with an emergency final evacuation out of
consideration for the safety of U.S. citizens.

In accordance with my desire to keep the Congress fully
informed on this matter, and taking note of the provision

of section 4 of the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 93-148),
I wish to report to you that at about 1:00 A.M. EDT,

April 29, 1975, U.S. forces entered South Vietnam airspace.
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A force of 70 evacuation helicopters and 865 Marines
evacuated about 1400 U.S. citizens, together with
approximately 5500 third country nationals and South
Vietnamese, from landing zones in the vicinity of the

U.S. Embassy, Saigon, and the Defense Attache Office at

Tan Son Nhut Airfield. The last elements of the ground
security force departed Saigon at 7:46 P.M. EDT April 29,
1975. Two crew members of a Navy search and rescue
helicopter are missing at sea. There are no other known
U.S. casualties from this operation, although two U.S.
Marines on regular duty in the compound of the Defense
Attache Office at Tan Son Nhut Airfield had been killed

on the afternoon (EDT) of April 28, 1975, by rocket attacks
into a refugee staging area. U.S. fighter aircraft provided
protective air cover for this operation, and for the with-
drawal by water of a few Americans from Can Tho, and in one
instance suppressed North Vietnamese anti-aircraft artillery
firing upon evacuation helicopters as they departed. The
ground security forces on occasion returned fire during the
course of the evacuation operation.

The operation was ordered and conducted pursuant to the
President's Constitutional executive power and his authority
as Commander-in-Chief of U.S. Armed Forces.

The United States Armed Forces performed a very difficult
mission most successfully. Their exemplary courage and
discipline are deserving of the nation's highest gratitude.

Sincerely,

The Honorable James O. Eastland
President Pro Tempore of the Senate
United States Senate

Washington, D. C.
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On 4 April 1975, I reported that US naval vessels had
been ordered to participate in an international humanitarian
relief effort to transpoft refugees and US nationals to
safety from Danang and other seaports in South Vietnam.

This effort was undertaken in response to urgent appeals

from the Government of South Vietnam and in recogﬁition of
the large-scale violations by the North Vietnamese of the
Agreement Ending the War and Restoring the Peace in vietnam.-

In the days and weeks that followed, the massi%e North
Vietnamese attacks continued. BAs the forces of the Government .

of South Vietnam were pushed further back toward Saigon, a

"drawdown of US personnel and their dependents was conducted.

On 28 April, the defensive lines to the northwest and
south of Saigon were breacheé. Tan Son Nhut Airfield and
Saigon came under increased rocket fire and for the first
time received artillery firé. NVA forcés were approaching
within mortar and anti-aircraft missile range. The situation

at Tan Son Nhut Airfield deteriorated to the extent that the

‘airfield was unusable. Crowd control on the airfield was

breaking down and the collapse of the Government forces
within Saigon appeared imminent. |

Notwithstanding the use of diplomatic and other means
to terminate the conflict, the situation presented a direct

and imminent threat to the remaining US citizens and their

dependents.




In accordance with my desire to keep the Congress fully
informed on this matter, and taking note of the provision arg
section 4 of the War Powers Resolution (Public Law 93- =148},

I wish to report to You that I ordered the US Arned Forces
to evacuate US nationals and dependents of us nationals,
together with foreign nationals, including South Vietnamesa
to whose lives a direct and imminent threat existed and who
could be accommodated by the operation. at about 1:00 aM
EDT, 29 April 1975, us armed forces rotary wing aircraft
entered South Vietnam airspace. Preliminary raports ;ndlcaha\
that approximately 70 helicopters protected by an armed
security force of about 850 Marines evacuated nearly 1400 s
citizens, together with approximately 5500 third country
nationals and South Vietnamese from landing zones in the
vicinity of the US Embassy, Saigon, and the Defense Attache
Office at Tan Son Nhut. The last elements of the ground
security force departed Saigon at 7:46 PM EDT 29 April 1975.
Two US Marines were killed in the early afternoon (EDT) of

28 April 1975 as a result of North Vietnamese rocket attackaa
-on refugee staglng area in the Degense Attache Office comvoﬁanhNh .
Two crew members of g Navy search and rescue helicopter are
missing at ssa. There are no other known US casualties. U=
fighter aircraft were tasked to support the operation and ip-.

one instance were required to silence North Vietnamese anti~__
aircraft artillery firing upon the civilian laden hellcopterh\

as they departed. The ground security force was required tq\\“.

return fire during their exXtraction.




The reason for the introduction of US military forces
équipped for cémbat into the Saigon area was to bring about
the evacuafion of US citizens and their dependents, together
with certain other alien noncombatants whose lives were
directly and imminently threatened. The operation was
o:dered and conducted pursuant to the President's Constitutional
éxecutive power and authority as Commander-in-Chief of us
Armed Forces.

In the proud tradition of professionalism that has
characterized theif.performance in Southeast Asia and elsewhere,
the United States Armed Forces performed the difficult and
hazardéus miésion‘with discrimination and dispatch. They -

have once again earned the nation's gratitude.

















































































