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12:40 Called the Woodrow Wilson School to get the

1:45

Thursday 11/14/74 Inv.
12/4/74
12 noon

names of the recipients of the Rockefeller Public
Service Awards which are to be given on December 4th
at the Mayflower Hotel.

Beverly Kitt called back to say the President had received
the list but they would be glad to give it to us -- it has not
been released yet (s0 would hope the names wouldn't be
given out until they are publicly announced).

Maurice J. Williams, AID, Office of Economic Development in Paris

Dr. George Jassi, Director of Economic Analysis, Commerce Dept.

George Low, Deputy Administrator, NASA

Dr. Robert White, Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

James Bruce Cardwell, Commissioner of Social Security, HEW

Will you plan to attend?

Digitized from Box 60 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE DECEMBER 4, 1974

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY

THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AT THE
ROCKEFELLER PUBLIC SERVICE AWARDS LUNCHEOWN

MAYFLOWER HOTEL
12:49 P.M. EST

Thank you very much, President Bowen. Mr.
Rockefeller, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen:

At the outset, 1let me contratulate Mr. Rockefeller
again for his generosity and support of a very, very worth-
while program.

Secondly, let me compliment Princeton University
and the Woodrow Wilson School of that university for its
participation in this program. ‘

Naturally, I am very pleased and honored to have
a part in this awards program and to join in your salute to
the five outstanding public servants who are being
rewarded here today.

For as long as there has been Government --
Government among men, I should say -- it has been fashionable
to attack bureaucracy and bureaucrats, sometimes for good
and sufficient reason. And I have to confess that in the
over 25 years that I served in the House of Representatives,
I have, on occasion, joined in that fray, obviously, when I
thought the issues and facts were right. I suspect, on
occasion, they weren't, but nevertheless, if I did, I
apologize.

But the fact remains that career public servants
who do keep the vast and highly essential day-to~-day business
of Government moving year after year, are a vast and a very
loyal group of good people doing good work for their country.

Now, sometimes the pace is a little too slow for
my taste. When you consider the complexity and the
sensitivity of modern Government, the question may not
be why does Government move so slowly, but rather, how does
Government happen to move at all?

Commenting on public apathy and its effect on
Government, Adlai Stevenson once joked that our public
servants serve us right. Today, we are proud to honor
five public servants who have done more than just serve
us right. They have served us with great, great distinction.
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Each one in his own way has made an important and
lasting contribution to our free way of life. The fields
these men represent -- aeronautics, social welfare and a
range of other areas in the Government related to our
economy -- but the ability and the dedication which each
has brought to his work is the very same.

Fortunately, I have known some, not all. They
represent in the best tradition, the best long tradition
of outstanding public servants, and they are among the
unsung heroes of millions of men and women who, over a
long period of time, have served our Government well
and have made it work, despite problems and complexities
that few people understand.

So, on behalf of the American people, I wish to
thank you, eacn and every one of you who are being rewarded
here today, for a job well done. Your example is an
inspiration. It does give a guiding hand to others, those
who are your fellow workers. And I hope this ceremony
today, like those in the past, will give an inspiration
to others, your associates in all departments, and I
hope that it will in some way give the American people the
proper respect and admiration for those who have excelled,
those who have excelled in service to their fellow men in
our country,.

Thank you very much.

END (AT 12:48 P.M. EST)
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