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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

' OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20503

February 18, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR: JERRY H. JONES ,M
FROM: WILLIAM M.%O)Ik‘:

SUBJECT: . Extension of Presidential
- Reorganization Plan Authority

We have prepared the draft legislation and transmittal letters
for renewal of Presidential Reorganization Plan Authority as
you requested in your January 17 memorandum to Paul O'Neill.

The Reorganization Act of 1949 (5 u.s.cC., chapter 9) is cur-
rently in effect except that Section 905 provides that a
reorganization plan may not take effect unless it was trans-
mitted to Congress before April 1, 1973. Accordingly, the
President's reorganization authority may be revived merely by
an appropriate substitution for the 1973 date.

OMB transmitted this legislative proposal to Conaress in
September 1974. We did not press for its enactment, however,
as we understood that Mr. Buchen had serious reservations
about extending the Reorganization Act because of its one-
House veto mechanism (Section 906). He apparently felt that
the Administration should not put itself in the position of
appearing to sanction that form of legislative encroachment.

We were informed last fall that Senator Percy was willing to
hold hearings on his own reorganization authority bill. His
version was less desirable than ours, but it would have con-
stituted an acceptable compromise. Some form of compromise
would probably be necessary in the 94th Congress since
Congressman Jack Brooks, the new Chairman of the House Govern-
ment Operations Committee, is a long-time opponent of reorgan-
ization authority. It would take a major Administration effort
to secure passage of this legislation in the House.

In view of the foregoing, I suggest that you coordinate this
proposal with Phil Buchen and Max Friedersdorf.

Enclosures

cc:
Paul O0'Neill




A BILL

To reestablish the period within which the President may
transmit to the Congress plans for the recorganization of
agencies of the Executive Branch of the Government, and

for other purposes. -

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That

subsection (b) of section 905 of Title 5 of the United States
Code, as amended, is further amended by striking out "before
April 1, 1973" and inserting in lieu thereof "within four

years from the date of enactment of this Act."
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