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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 16, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

The President today announced the appointment of Paul A. Miltich, of Silver 
Spring, Maryland to be Assistant Press Secretary to the President. 

Mr. Miltich was Press Secretary to Vice President Ford from December 1973. 
In June 1946 he became a member of the staff of the Saginaw News in Saginaw, 
Michigan. In October of 1958, he was named Washington correspondent for the 
Booth Newspapers. In March of 1966, he was named Press Secretary to House 
Minority Leader Gerald R. Ford after having served as a member of the 
Standing Committee of Correspondents. 

He was born on October 30, 1919, in Virginia, Minnesota. He received his 
B.A. degree from the University of Minnesota in 1941 with highest distinction. 
He taught English at the Breck School for Boys in St. Paul, Minnesota before 
entering theArmy in 1942. Mr. Miltich taught school in 1946 in Saginaw, 
Michigan, and served as Deputy Commissioner of Saginaw County Schools before 
joining the Saginaw News. 

Mr. Miltich is married to the former Sylvia S. Schumann and they have two 
children. 

# # 

Digitized from Box 55 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
AUGUST 16, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 
-------------------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

The President today announced the appointment of James R. Holland, of Chevy 
Chase, Maryland, to be Assistant Press Secretary to the President. 

Since February 1974, Mr. Holland has been Deputy Communications Director to 
the President. In 1971, he wai named Aaeistant Postmaster General for 
Communications and Public Affairs after having served as Special Assistant to 
the Postmaster General from January 1970. In 1973 he was n&"*ne4 Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs in the Department of Health, Education, 
and Welfare, before becoming Deputy Communications Director to the President. 

He was born on August 3, 1939, in Soperton, Georgia. He received hh A. B. 
in journalism from the University of Georgia in 1954. From June 1954 to 
May 1958, he was a reporter for the International News Service in New York 
City, Birmingham, and Atlanta. In June 1958, he became a reporter for United 
Press International in New York City before joining the J. Walter Thompson 
Company as a writer and Account Representative in New York in 1959. 
Mr. Holland was a Second Vice President, Advertising and Public Relations, 
of the John Hancock Life Insurance Company in Boston after having served as 
General Director of Public Relations. He was with the firm from 1961 to 1970. 

Mr. Holland is married to the former Paula Shepard of Garden City, New York 
and they have three children. 

# # # 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE AUGUST 16, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

---------------------------------------------------------------

THE WffiTE HOUSE 

The President today announced the appointment of John W. Hushen, of 
Detroit, Michigan, as Deputy Press Secretary to the President. Since 
June 1970 Mr. Hushen has been Director of Public Information of the 
Department of Justice and Special Assistant to the Attorney General. 

From 1966 to 1970 he was Press Secretary to Senator Robert P. Griffin 
after serving as his campaign press aecretary during 1966. From 1959 to 
1966 he was a reporter with the Detroit News. During high school and 
college he was a copy boy with the Detroit Free Press and a reporter with 
the Flint Journal. 

He was born on July 28, 1935, in Detroit, Michigan. After attending Detroit 
public schools and the Capitol Page School in Washington, D. C., he attended 
Wayne State University, where he was editor of the Daily Collegian. He 
received his B. A. degree in journalism in 1958. 

Mr. Hushen and his wife Margaret have three children and reside in 
Bethesda, Maryland. 

# 



LAW OFFICES OF 

DALE W. STUMP 

SOUTHERN HOTEL - SUITE 644 

MAIN AND HIGH STREETS 

COLUMBUS. OHIO 43215 

( 6 14) 228-6909 

September 9, 1974 

Mr. Jerry F. terHorst 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Mr. terHorst: 

DALE W. STUMP 

ELLA A. MCCARLEY 

ALBERT A. YANNON 

Your presence in the White House brought a breath of fresh air . Every­
thing that you appeared to do from the first day that you joined the President 
brought renewed confidence of those wanting integrity and honesty in the 
White House . 

I have, however, been wondering for some days how you could take the 
hypocrisy, which recently has been more obvious . 

Now I write to commend you for your courage in submitting your resigna­
tion after yesterday's experience. I hope that your willingness to leave the 
man that you have known so intimately for more than 25 years and aided so 
often, will shock him into a change. It would have been great for the country 
if some person had been able to do that to Richard Nixon many years ago. 

I know from my experience in government and politics, and observation 
over a long time, how difficult it is to keep one ' s perspective, to keep 
one 's integrity, and not succumb to the pressures and to the temptation 
to compromise. 

I respect you deeply, and the American people are greatly indebted to you. 

Cordially, 

Dale W. Stump 
DWS:hke 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 20, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

--------·----------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

The President today announced the appointment of Ron Nessen of Maryland 
as Press Secretary to the President. 

Mr. Nessen joined the staff of United Press International in Washington in 
1956, working there until 1962., when he joined the National Broadcasting 
Company. 

His first NBC assignment was in Washington, where he served from 
1962..-65 as a White House correspondent during the term of President 
Johnson. He was assigned to Southeast Asia by NBC in 1965 and covered 
Vietnam until he was wounded by a grenade fragment in 1966. He returned 
to Washington and later that year was assigned to New York, where he 
anchored a weekly Vietnam television report and a five-minute daily 
Vietnam report on the 0Tod~y" allow. 

In 1967, Mr. Nessen received a series of foreign assignments from NBC, 
covering Latin America, Asia, Africa and then London. He returned 
to the United States, where he covered the Presidential campaign of 1968. 
After that, he was based in Washington, specializing in urban affairs. 
When Gerald Ford became Vice President, Mr. Nessen was assigned to 
cover most of the 118, 000 miles traveled by the Vice President. When 
President Ford took office in August, 1974, Mr. Nessen became NBC's 
White House correspondent. 

He was born in Washington, D. C. , May 2.5, 1934. Mr. Nessen attended 
American University, where he majored in history. 

He is married to the former Young Hi Song of Seoul, South Korea, and has 
two children, Edward, 1 1/2, and Caren, 18. The Nessens live in Bethesda, 
Maryland. 

#I 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE SEPTEMBER 20, 1974 

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
AND 

RONALD NESSEN 
UPON APPOINTING 

RONALD NESSEN 
AS 

PRESS SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT 

THE BRIEFING ROOM 

1 : 4 5 P • M • EDT 

MR. HUSHEN: Ladies and gentlemen, the President 
of the United States. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you very much, Jack. 

This is an opportunity for me to make a very, 
very pleasing announcement. I think I am very, very 
fortunate on this occasion to have the opportunity of 
announcing to all of you and to others, in fact, that 
Ron Nessen is going to be my Press Secretary. 

Ron, as you know, has a superb reputation, 
standing in the electronic media, but I was pleased to 
find out in my discussions with him that he had a 
background in the writing press. 

So we ar~ very fortunate to have someone 
like Ron who not only knows the writing but also the 
electronic press. 

I had the opportunity of getting acquainted 
with Ron in the many, many trips that he took with me on 
Air Force Two. I think the number is some 57. So, in 
that luxurious aircraft, in the many travels we made 
around the country, I was given the opportunity of 
getting to know Ron very well. 

I admired his skill and objectivity as a 
reporter. I enjoyed his company. I was greatly 
impressed with his ability and overall approach to 
the problems that I faced and others did. 

MORE 

#· 
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Page 2 

So when I asked Ron if he would take the job, 
I couldn't have been more pleased. 

I must say that this announcement comes at 
a somewhat unique time. I just spent 2-1/2 hours with 
one of the leading Communists, and now I am about to 
meet with one of the most wealthy and influential 
capitalists. So in bet'i.:'t~en those two meetings, it 
is my privilege and pleasure to indicate to all of 
you that Ron Nessen will be my Press Secretary, and 
I couldn't be more pleased. 

MR. NESSEN: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT: Fine, Ron. You are the boss. 

MR. NESSEN: My wife said to tell you that 
this entitles you to one free dancing lesson. (Laughter) 

THE PRESIDENT: I need it. (Laughter) 

MORE 
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MR. NESSEN: Thank you very much for the 
trust you put in me, and I will try to live up to it. 

THE PRESIDENT: I have no doubt about it, 
Ron. 

So, I will turn the job over to Ron. He has · 
my full backing and support, and I think I am very 
lucky to have somebody like him handling the job. 

MR. NESSEN: You are not going to leave me 
out here all alone, are you? 

THE PRESIDENT: You better get used to it. 
No, I am going to stand here until you finish your 
remarks. 

MR. NESSEN: Well, I did want to say a 
couple of things. 

I hope the White House Press Corps is ready 
for another Ron. I am a Ron, but not a Ziegler, I 
can tell you that. 

I do want to say a couple of things. One is 
that I will never knowlingly lie to the White House 
Press Corps. I will never knowingly mislead the 
White House Press Corps, and I think, if I ever do 
you would be justified in questioning my continued use­
fulness in this job. 

My conception of the job is that a Press 
Secretary does not always have to agree with the 
decisions of the President. I think a Press Secretary's 
job is to report to you the actions of the President, 
why he has taken the actions, how he has arrived at 
the action. I don't think that the Press Secretary and 
the press are natural antagonists. I think we really 
both have the same aim. 

I have been out on the other side for a long 
time, and now I am on this side, but I think we have the 
same aim, which is to get as much news as possible 
about what goes on in this place to the American people. 

Obviously, the Press Secretary needs to know 
what is going on to do that job, and I have been· 
assured that I will know what is going on. I don't 
expect to be a salesman for the President. I am not 
going to try to sell his programs to you. 

MORE 
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I am apolitical. Like most of you, I 
have worked on covering most of the political campaigns 
of the last 15 years. The last time I voted, I am 
ashamed to say, was in 1960 when I voted for John 
Kennedy. Other than that, I have no affiliation with 
any political party. 

I think my models in trying to do this job 
will be Bill Moyers for his knowledge and his honesty 
and the amount of information that he put out, Pierre 
Salinger for the good humor and the good fellowship 
and the grace that he brought to this job, and I would 
hope to be able to earn as much respect from you as 
Jerry terHorst had. 

I think it is probably too late to go back to a 
honeymoon, but maybe we could have a trial 
reconciliation. 

Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank you, Ron. 

We are very proud to have him, and we look 
forward to working together. 

I will leave you to your friends. 

Thank you very much. 

MR. NESSEN: Thank you very much, sir. 

If you have any questions about my job, I 
would be happy to answer them. I really haven't been 
here long enough to know anything else. 

Q Ron, are you going to provide us a bio? 

MR. NESSEN: The Press Office is making one 
or has already made it. 

Q Are you taking over right now? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes. 

Q How much is your salary? 

MR. NESSEN: $42,500. 

Q Ron, Jerry was a little upset because 
he felt he was betrayed in his last couple of days in 
office. Have you talked to Mr. Buchen, have you talked 
to other people Jerry had some problems with 
to make sure this doesn't happen to you? 

MORE 
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MR. NESSEN: I have talked to people here, 
and they understand what the problem was with Jerry 
terHorst, and I don't think that will be a problem 
again. 

Q What was it? 

MR. NESSEN: I think Jerry has spelled 
out himself what his problem was, and I really shouldn't 
speak for Jerry. 

Q Can you tell us when you heard about 
this, how this came about? 

MR. NESSEN: About a week ago I was contacted 
by one of the offices at the White House that deals 
with recruiting and asked if I would be interested, and 
I said I would be interested under certain conditions. 
I was later contacted by one of the President's 
advisers, and we discussed it, and I made some 
of the same points that I have made to you, and then I 
had a chat with the President yesterday in which I 
made these same points and in which he offered me the 
job and I accepted. 

Q What were the conditions that you accepted 
the job? 

MR. NESSEN: I don't think I would call them 
conditions. Some of the points that I made to you, 
that I did not picture the Press Secretary as having to 
be a salesman, that I did not think the Press Secretary 
had to agree with every Presidential decision, but I 
very strongly felt that the Press Secretary needed to 
know what was going on in this place so he could do 
his job. 

Q How will he inform you of that? I mean, 
will you be able to attend the Cabinet meetings? 

MR. NESSEN: The Press Secretary will attend, 
as I understand it, all except the National Security 
Council meetings, and private meetings, ·.that the 
President may have face to face with his own guests. 
I will be in daily contact with the President. 

Q Ron, will daily briefings be open 
to sound on film coverage? 

MR. NESSEN: We will have to think about 
that. I am just a little too new in the job to 
understand what the problems are, but I certainly 
will look into that possibility. 

MORE 
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Q Ron, can you assure us that we will 
have a little bit better schedule on briefings? 

MR. NESSEN: Well, Maggie, I guess I have 
gotten as tired of waiting out here in the lobby as you 
have, and since I understand the problem from the 
waitees'point of view, I will certainly try to keep a 
better schedule. 

As you know, the main reason the briefings 
are sometimes late is because the Press Secretary is 
trying to get information that he thinks will be 
requested at the briefing. 

Q Couldn't we then set it for 12:30, say, 
instead of 11? 

MR. NESSEN: If you would like to think 
about that or have us think about that, we will. 

Q Ron, are you going to make any changes 
on the staff? 

MR. NESSEN: Well, for the moment everybody 
on the staff is going to stay on the staff. 

Q Ron, are you here for the duration? 
Have you resigned from NBC? 

MR. NESSEN: This happened rather quickly, 
Bill, and I only had one brief conversation with 
NBC last evening. I have requested a leave of absence, and 
I haven't gotten an answer as to whether I would be 
granted the leave of absence or whether I will have to 
resign. 

Q Ron? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes, Phil? 

Q What about Father McLaughlin? 

MR. NESSEN: Where is Les. That is his 
question. 

Q Is he ~ill on your staff? 

MR. NESSEN: I am going to have to ask for 
some help on this one. There is a large administrative 
function to this job, and obviously, in the few hours 
that I have been trying to get a hold of it, I don't 
know all the ins and outs of personnel. 

He will be leaving soon. (Laughter) 

MORE 
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Q Ron. a question about you~ &pproach 
to the job itself. tn sitting in Oft the meetings 
that you say you will have access to, are you going 
to be playing the role of simply the voice for the 
President after the meeting is over, the kind of role 
that Jack Hushen mentioned earlie~ that he played, or 
do you feel that you should have policy input in other 
areas than simply the press? 

MR. NESSEN: This job dees ha~e three as~ects 
to it, really. One is to be the President's spokesman, 
the second is the administrative function that I 
mentioned, and the third is to advise the President. 
The President has a group of senior advisers, a• you 
know, numbering about five or six, and the Press 
Secretary is one of those senicr advisers and, ~herefore, 
will have an input as well as an output. 

Q The President met with Mr. Gromyko for, 
I think he said, two and a half hours. Are you 
going to give us something on that today? 

MR. NESSEN: There will be a pos~ing on what 
happened at the meeting with Gromyko. 

Q Ron, I didn't hear what you said would 
happen if you misled or lied to us. 

MR. NESSEN: I think lf I misled or lied to 
you, then you are justified in questioning my 
continued usefulness in this job. 

Q Ron, could you say in your own mind what 
persuaded you to take the job after so many yea~s in 
the news field? 

MR. NESSEN: I think, like most people out 
there, I have had an itch for a while to be a participant 
in events instead of always an observer at events, and 
this opportunity presented itself to be a participant, 
and I took it for that reason. 

Q Ron, do you believe you could ever go 
back to being a reporter after you hold this job? 

MR. NESSEN: John, this is my first day on the 
job. I rather not look forward to retirement quite 
yet. 

Q Ron, does the fact that you took a leave 
of absence indicate, like Jerry terHorst kept telling 
us when he first came on -- he said I am not necessarily 
permanent, I am on a leave of absence -- does this 
mean that you also want to make sure that promises that 
have been made to you are going to be kept? 

MORE 
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MR. NESSEN: No, that was not really the 
reason. Well, in all honesty, I don 11! know what the 
White House set-up is, how soon I get on the payroll, 
how soon I get my first check, whether I get hospital­
ization, or pension, or what, and I want to make sure I 
hang on to my NBC pension and hospitalization and 
so forth until I am fully aboard over here. That is the 
only reason. 

Q Did Brokaw recommend you? (Laughter) 

MR. NESSEN: I don't know. 

Q What about Jack Hushen? Is he still 
deputy? 

MR. NESSEN: Yes. 

Q Ron, Jerry terHorst's column today says 
that a Presidential spokesman is responsible --
and he puts them in this order -- to the media, to the 
President and to the public. Do you want to look 
at it? 

MR. NESSEN: I would say that the Press 
Secretary is responsible first to the public. 

Q Ron, do you have any notions on how 
often a President ought to have a press conference? 

MR. NESSEN: I think as often as possible, and 
I think this President has and intends to continue to 
hold press conferences frequently. 

Q Is that part of the agreement between 
you and the President? 

MR. NESSEN: I didn't think there was any 
need for an agreement because that has been his policy 
and as far as I know will continue to be his policy. 

THE PRESS: Thank you. 

END (AT 2:00 P.M. EDT) 



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE September 24, 1974 

Office of the White House Press Secretary 

--------------------------------------------------------------------

THE WHITE HOUSE 

The President today announced that he has appointed Thomas P. DeCair, of 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, as Assistant Press Secretary to the President. ~e has 
been a member of the White House Press Office staff since May 1972. · · 

From 1964 to 1967 Mr. DeCair was a reporter with the Kalamazoo ·(Michigan) 
Gazette and the Holland (Michigan) Evening .Sentinel. Fropl 196<> to I 972 he 
was Director of Advertising and Publicity for the Simicon ~ompany. in Holland, 
Michigan. 

He was born on June 6, 1945, in Spartanburg, South Carolina, and wa·s raised 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Mr. DeCair attended Kalamazoo College and was 
graduated, magna cum laude, in 1972 from Hope College, where ·he w.a$ electecf 
to Phi Beta Kappa. He served in the U. S. Army from .. 1967 to 1969• · 
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FIRST LINE REPORT - CBS 
With Phil Jones 
September 25, 1974 

PHIL JONES: To P~esident Ford, some of his best 
friends over the years have been reporters. His relation­
ship with reporters has always been importarit to him . Why 
then has he had so much trouble with his Presidential 
press operation. A look in a moment . 

( Announcement ) 

PHIL JONES : President Ford has been in office 
about seven weeks . He is now on his second Press 
Secretary . Actually it is his third . For the man who served 
him faithfully all the time he was Minority Leader, Paul 
Miltich, was dropped as Press Secre~ary just hours before 
Mr. ford was swor n in . Miltich had also served as Press 
Secretary during Ford's Vice Presidency. He was a former 
newspaper reporter . 

Not especially tuned into the problems of broad­
cast journalists, but always helpful in getting all 
reporters access to Mr . Ford himself, Miltich had not 
been around the White House press room as a reporter, and 
he would have probably had trouble had he been named 
Presidential Press Secretary, but then what new Press 
Secretary doesn ' t have trouble. 

After his years of service and loyalty, Miltich 
was c lled into Ford's office last month and told, without 
explanation, that Jerald terHorst wou ld be the Presidential 
Press Secretary. terHorst accepted the job with some 
reluctance. He took a leave of absence from the Detroit 
newspaper where he was working rather than quitting. 

terHorst had turned down an earlier Ford off er 
to be come Vice Presidential Pres& Secretary. terHorst knew 
the President well; he was in the process of writing a book 
about the political rise of Gerald Ford . He said he quit 
as White House Press Secretary a couple -of weeks ago because 
he disagreed with Mr. Ford's decision to pardon former 
President Nixon. 

J 

But things were not go ing well prior to that 
decision. terHorst felt some of the President's senior 
advisers were not being candid with him. In a few c es, 
he was convinced that the aides had purposely misled hi . 
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There was never any charge by terHorst that the 
President had lied or misled him, but from all indications 
the President was not particularly interested in volun­teering much information to terHorst. One reason for this 
i that Gerald Ford has always had trouble keeping secrets 
from reporters himself, so there was apparently the feeling of why put the Press Secretary in that uncomfortable 
position. Just don't tell him anything, and that way he 
won't have to worry about spilling it to a reporter. 

Also, Mr. Ford, at least in his Vice Presidential 
days, has been known to be careless in keeping his press 
spokesman informed. There are two incidents that come to 
min<l, both in California. 

Then Vice President Ford was playing golf with 
friends one day, no reporters allowed. He interrupted that golf game between the seventh and eighth hola to telephone the Maine State Republican Party Convention. Mr . 
Ford never told his Press Secretary. He just happened to mention the call in a speech a couple of days later. 

Also in California, then Vice President and Mrs . Ford went up in a hot air balloon. The next day he 
just happened to casually mention the ride while talking 
wi th reporters. He hadn't bothered to tell his Press Secretary. 

And within the past few days there is evidence 
Mr. Ford is operating the same way as President . He received a ~elepnone call from former Rresident Nixon last 
Tuesday, but he never told his press spokesman. As it turned out, the press spokesman was asked two days later 
during one of the routine briefings if the President had 
had any contact with anyone at San Clemente. The spokesman said, no, not to his knowledge. 

It was not until four days later when the press 
aideasked the President about contact with the former President that Mr. Ford told of the Nixon phonecall. Mr. 
Ford now has a new Press Secretary, Ron Nessen, a for , Fa 
TV correspondent. The President has promised Nessen ~&11 qo 
support. The White House Press Corps will be watchi.rrg ; 
to see what was meant by that Presidential pledge. ~ 

***** · 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA S HINGTON 

9/30/74 

TO: Phil Buchen 0y 

FROM: Jack Hushen ' ~ 1::i 
Do you see any problem wit~e 

J °' \~ 
# 
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LEGISLATION RE: OWNERSHIP OF PRESIDENTIAL PAPERS 

_,. 

Q. Does the President favor making Presidential papers public property 

rather than personal property? 

A. As far as he is personally concerned, he does not plan to retain 

his papers when he leaves office. (Sept. 16 press con£.) As far 

as any legislation being enacted in Congress, he has taken no position. 

Q. Will he veto a bill.requiring former President Nixon to relinquish his 

ownership of his papers? 

A. The President has taken no position on that legislation. I would 

point out that it has only been acted on by a Senate Committee, 

not by the full Senate or by the House. 

JWH 9/30/74 
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PRESIDENTIAL SUPPORT OF $850, 000 
REQUEST FOR FORMER PRESIDENT NL'\:ON 

Q Does President Ford personally support the request for 

$850, 000 for the former Presidentand does he oppose the 

cuts that have been made in the request? 

A Let me answer that question this way: When an agency head, 

such as Arthur Sampson at GSA, makes a request for Congress 

to appropriate money for something , he forwards his request 

to the Office of Management and Budget. Once the request is 

approved by OMB , it is routinely t r ansmitted to Congress over 

the President's signature. It is obviously impossible for the 

President to personally go over every budget item that he sends 

to Congress. 

I would point out to you two things in the $850, 000 request: 

statut es a lready on the book authorize payments of $96 , 000 for staff 

salaries and $60, 000 for the former President 1 s pension, as well 

as $400, 000 to assist in the transition. There were als o some 

contingency items in the appropriation request, such as the 

$110, 000 for a vault to insur e that the tapes would be protected 

from any unauthorized use. 

The matter is now pending before Congress, 

changing the law regarding funds for: former Presidents. 

President has not taken a position regarding the cuts int 

priation bill. 
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LEGISLATION RE: NIXON TAPES AGREEMENT 

Q. Does the President support legislation which would transfer ownership 
of Nixon's tapes and documents to the government? 

A. The President has not taken a position on that matter and has not given 

any instructions to his Congressional Liaison office. 

As far as his own papers are concerned, the President said at his 

last press conference (Sept. 16) that he has turned over all of his 

Congres sional and Vice Presidential papers to the University of 

Michigan archives. He said he can see a legitimate reason for 

Presidential papers remaining the property of the government, but 

he doesn't see much difference between the government retaining 

them or having them turned over to an archives. 

As you know, the Attorney General has ruled that the papers of a 

former President belong to that former President. 

It was in the context of that ruling by the Attorney General that 

we sought the agreement with the former President to 

to his tapes and documents. 

~:,~ insure accefg"' ~; 

. \~> ~ 
\ ~ 

' " ~·---
As we have said before, the tapes and documents are still in our possession 

and we are working with the Special Prosecutor's office to alleviate any 

concerns they have as to the disposition and availability of the material. 

(This paragraph was from the last press conference). 
JWH 9/30/74 
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D R A F T 

PRESS RELEASE 

The President today announced the appointment of Kenneth A. Lazarus 
as Associate Counsel to the President. Mr. Lazarus will be 
associated with Philip W. Buchen, Phillip E. Areeda and William E. 
Casselman II in the White House legal office. 

Prior to his appointment, Mr. Lazarus had served as Minority 
Counsel to the Senate Committee on the Judiciary and earlier was 
a trial attorney with the Tax Di vis ion of the Department of Justice. 

Mr. Lazarus, 32, received a J. D. degree from the Law School of 
the University of Notre Dame in 1967 and was admitted to the New 
Jersey bar in the same year. In 1970, he was awarded a Master of 
Laws degree from the George Washington University Law School. 

He and his wife, the former Marylyn Flemming of Dayton, Ohio, 
reside with their three children in Vienna, v\rginia. 
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ME OR NDUM OR: 

FROM: 

UBJECT: 

October 10, 1974 

Ron Nessen 

Phil Buchen 

Pr aid nt'e re•ponee on 10/9/7 to 
qututlon on Boeton echool deeegraUon 
c.rhia 

Possible q eations you may get at pre • briefing today and 
propoeed an w ra a.re s follows: 

Q. Wae the Pr eident accurately inform d in at tlng that the 
marahat. are und r jurisdiction oft e court and not dir ctly 
under "my juriadiction"? 

A. A U. • marebal appointed by the Preaid t is saign d to each 
Fed r 1 court district a.long with deputy marshals, but there are 
only fe in each district. Supervision and dit' ctlon of all 
Feder l marehals is exercis d by th Dep rtme of J'uetlce. 

Q. aa it appropriate for the Presid nt to xpre•• his dieagreement 
with the Judge'• order becau e of hie consistent opposition to 
forced bueing aa a meane to •olve the need• of quality education 
.for all 1tudentt ? 

A. The President wa• careful to point oat that while he disagreed 
philosophically nd as a matter of policy with forced bueing as the 
beat r m dy fo:r educational deficie ci , b aa car ful to say 
that "I think it is of maximum importanc that the citizens of 
Boston r spoet the law. " It is leo his vi that th Judge late 
yesterday acted correctly in rejecting Boston Mayor White' 
requeat b9 have additio a.1 mar•hals brought in to help control 
the diaturbances but instead ordered the ayor to bring in 

dditional police from other Masaacbusetb citie to eupplem nt 

__ _...,... ..... 
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th oaton police force i outb Boston. Aleo. it is re ol'te 
that Ma•eacbueeth Gov rnor S r e that re•ponded to a 
requeet by th Mayor to assign State policement to the area.. 
It is t e policy of t it Adminiati-ation not to uthori e ederal 
intervention in state law enforcement unleee and until the 
r eourcea available at the local and tate t vets are fully 
us d. including. if n ceas ry. u1e by ation l Guar m n under 
stat ju.rie iction. Tb r tident al10 expre•• his b lief 
t t ed ral i volvem nt ould not prove necessary in the 

outb Botton si.tuatio • 

• 



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS r1 I N GT 0 N 

November 14, 1974 

PHIL BUCHEN 

fl,,. 
DUD LEY CHAPMAN tr-' 

Possible Reply to Press 
Inquiry on Jack Anderson Story 

In case you have not already done so, and if the 
press office requests a comment on the Anderson 
story, I would suggest something along the following 
lines : 

"The Ford Administration has made a full 
disclosure of all the information available to it 
concerning the White House subsidiary account. 
There has been an attempt to conceal the fact 
that a White House fund was used to pay the 
expenses of advance men during the 1972 campaign. 
All of these facts are fully disclosed in the report 
submitted to GAO in accordance with its request. 
Any dete rrnination of the legal conclusions reached 
by GAO is subject to decision by the Department 
of Justic e . 11 
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New WhiteH : use Cover- up Al eged , 
By J~ck Anders-On a:y Account and sig~ed the fond, in violation of federal law, l~ierarchy, won the 1973 election. ~hecks." ···· had fa iled to file any campaign .for district diredor. But the evi-The Watergate cover-up con- But Jenkins apparently. was statement for more than. two dence was strong that Edward tinued in at least one instance !the fall guy for Nixon aides who years. This. foreed the White Sadlowski, the reform ehal­after President Nixon left the really controlled t he fund. He House to submit a belated fil· lenger, should have won. A new White Hous.e. 't old the GAO auditors that ing. But even after President vote was ordered. President Ford 's associate [Bruce Kehrli, then the White Ford's takeover, his associate Now Rauh has charged that counsel, Dudley Chapman, al- House stliff secretary and later counsel contmued to deny to the th L b D t t , . , legedly tried to conceal the fact a minor Watergate figure, ','ap- GAO that the W~ite House had ha~ al~a~: be:~a~l~:: ~i~n:~ -that a secret White House fund proved and directed · all such run the mysterious fund com- old rne u . . . was used to pay government transactions." ... ._, .· .. . mittee - 1 

· · mon powers, is se: aides _to serve as "adv a.nee m:en" .Exactly h_ow the fund was .ma- Foot~o!~:.-.Chapman disputed ~reee; f:v0:!-.~-~ve~~~any lit.:.· ldunng the 1972 cam.pa1gn. .mpulated is still a mystery.'. It the cover-up charges, saying, "I - Y · . • . . Chapman informed govern- was used to pay the·politicahix:· don't think.the GAO knows what . In an emotio~l private ap-· ·-merit auditors that the Jund be- penses.ru .Nixon ·~advance men," they're talking ·:about" There peal .to Labor Secretary Pete longed not to the White House including:-luncheons and .. cock· was no delay in turning overthe Brennan, Rauh reminded him of bu. t to _the Republica~ Nation.al. tail · Pa_i1i.es that they arrang~d papers to : GAO, · .he told us: the United. Mine. Workers case.-, Committee and the ~ixon cam- f<?rp~htlcal purposes • ... _~ :-~~" ·. Kehrli;·now a .Los Angeles con-. In 1969, Rauh h~d warned Bren-. paig~ committee. ·. _,'.J<..;·-; .--- .', : We:have learned that at least structi9n . official; .told us the nan's. predeces~or, : Georgei This has been disputed by ~e $10,000 in cash was slipped into fund was set i.tp to make sure po~ Shultz, to take action to prevent.~ G.~?eral ~ccountmg Ofi1ee, the fund by Nixon campaign litical expenses were. not paid bloodshed. . . . . . . . _.j. wmc~ has Just_ con~luded a se- treasurer Hugh .Sloan, who. de.. fo_r by the taxpayers. He said But Shultz did nothing, Lateg 1 cret mvest1ga,tton. Conft~ to livere~ the n;ioney secre,U~,. to Nixon-era_ White House lawyers dis_sident candidate Jock Ya~ Mr. Chapman s statement, the Kehrh. ·· . . ~ -:~, , assured him there was no. need bl on ski his wife and daughter GAO found, the fu~? ''was a ·. But this (!idn't cover ~ll the_· to regi_ster the i~nd as.a com_~.i~- were m_ ~rdered in their beds byJ
1 ~~ite Hou_se account: · . political expenditures, so som~ tee. · . · . : ? ' allies of incumbent Tony Boyle.c The failure to disclose the of the taxpayers' money appar~ Election R1ggmg. The crusad- . . • . existenee of such a political · h ing attorney who broke up ·the Any v10lence m the steelwork-fund in the White House until en~lY, wAias sphentw' on t e · cam- corruot · former United Mine ers election, wa.rned Rauh, "wil11 . pa1gn. ter t e atergate case · . b · · ' l 

two years after the campaign b k . d $5. Workers hierarchy, Joseph e on you~ conse1ence JUSt as · d" h d th GAO " ro e, a secon secret ,000 · Shultz's failure to . act witl al- I 
peno , c ar~e e . . ! ap· was ·siphoned from camp·aig-:!' Rauh, has ta~en on a new chent. . . ,, . / ·,,-: pears to constitute a v10lattonof coffers into the fund as "reim- :Representmgthe underdog as ways be on ~is. : ···· . · . .I the act" ·· · b W' h. H usuar Rauh is battJina to over- Footnote. Umted Steelwor'k-1 

· . ursement to ite ouse· ~· •· . " · ·ff . · l El ·ch t k < 
The case has been referred to C . E . ,, . ,, throw. the leadership · of the ers 0 lCla .mer a a , noll(l 

· . . ampa1gn xpenses. · · . . n leave t manage E ette""I 
Attorney General Wilham B,. ' , · . . . . Umted Steelworkers' controver- 0 

. o . v , ."] s axbe for action. . . . The ex1stenee ?f the White sial District31.. Thi~ is the larg- cam?a1gn, ?en1~~ that the "l'Tl1~ The secret fund, :listed on the Ho~se ·fund remamed a s~cret est district in· the AFL-CIO's ~or mfract10ns. rn the last elec-­books as."The White House Sub- .until March~ 1974, when a cryp- largest union. ·•· -i . tton affected 1t · out~ome. He' sid iary Account," was opened in tic re~er:nce. to it turned up in The district is now in the mid- called. Rau_ h's char~~s ~. new October 1970. Since 1971 . its the hqu1dation papers of the 'die of a rerun of a 1973 election campaign l r regulanttes com­treasur~r has been Wilbur Jen· Nixon finance committee. . '·· which. was thrown out by th~ pletely unfounded." The Labor; kins, the chief White House Ad· This aroused .the interest of courts after evidence of ballot Department t old us they ar~ ministrative Officer, a career the GAO, ·which got the runa- fraud and . election irregulari- work!ng hard to ens~re fa~~ 

\

employee, who confessed to round for months before its au- ties.. · elections and are favoring ne1-c GAO accountants that he "made ditors ·finally gained access. to Sam Evett, · the hand-picked thercandidate. ,; bank deposits for the Subsidi· . the recor~_:_They found that the _candidate of the steelworkers , 0
19'74, United Features Syndicate '" 
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Thured•y 12/5/74 

12:00 J ck Hu n stopped by to leave th attached ma rial 

[ dealing ith bi Korff' accusation that the te House 
haa impound ll. 

r. ...~'""""""°" ld wants you to all calla. Th Pre 
t to you. 

era they have t t eth r. 
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Thursday 12/ 5/74 

12:00 Jack Hush.en stopped by to leave the attached material 
dealing with Rabbi Korff1 s accusation that the White House 
has impounded Mr. Nixon1s mail. 

Mr. R~sfeld wants you to handle all calls. The Press Office 
will refer the calls they get to you. 
Attached are the questions and answers they have put together. 
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FORMER PRESIDENT NIXON'S IMPOUNDED MAIL 12/05/74 

Q. Is it true, as Rabbi Korff charges, that thousands of letters addressed 

to the former President are being held by the White House? 

A. Yes, approximately 70 cartons of mail addressed to the former President 

were impounded as a result of a court order growing out of the former 

President's suit which he filed to try to enforce an agreement he signed 

with GSA Administrator Arthur Sampson. 

Q. Do these letters contain money? 

A. There is no way to tell because they have not been opened. The impounded 

mail consists of letters sent to the former President prior to August 9 

which were unanswered at the time of his resignation. In addition, mail 

addressed to the former President which arrived after August 9 but was 

intermingled with the pre-August 9 mail also is held. As far as the Legal 

Couns el's office is concerned, the post -August 9 mail should be turned 

over to the former 
.... ANt> / . 

President,""ialf methods by which this might be accom-

plished under the court order are under discussion by lawyers for the 

former President and the l egal counsel's office. 

Q. Estimate on the amount of mail impounded? 

A. Mail room estimates that it totals more thanlOO, 000 pieces of mail. 

Q. What happens now to mail addressed to the former President and sent 

to the White House? 

A. It is routinely forwarded to San Clemente. 
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Q. Isn't it illegal to hold up the delivery of the mail? 

A. Our lawyers view the mail sent to the White House before August 9 

to be material of the Nixon Administration and therefore covered by 

the court order. We are trying to work out a w-cy of separating the 

post-August 9 mail which is mixed in with the other and still comply 

with the court order. 

Q. Why weren't the letters which arrived after August 9 just sent to the 

former President prior to October 22? 

A. Mail room stored it after conversations with Rose Mary Woods. Some 

of it was actually shipped out to San Clemente and then returned 

because there wasn't adequate space to hold it. there. After August 9, 

the mail room could no longer process Nixon mail so it was left in 

mail bags or boxes. All the mail room could do was forward it, but 

San Clemente didn' t want it. While the Archivists were looking for a 

place to store it, the court order was entered. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

December 4 , 1974 

MEMORANDUM FOR : Jack Rushen 

oi-;l/. FROM: Bill Casselman 
I 

SUBJECT : Rabbi Korff ' s Allegations re Nixon mail 

The Supplemental Order of Judge Richey of the United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia, entered on October 22, 1974, in 
Nixon v . Sampson, et al. , enjoins the defendants in that case, including 
Phil Buchen, from "disclosing, transferring, disposing, or otherwise 
making known to any person ••• the materials ..• known as the 
Presidential materials of the Nixon Administration" which were in th~ · . 

custody and control of ·the defendants as of the date of the Order. · Thus, 
any materials of the Nixon Administration received or generated prior 
to the former President's resignation on August 9 , 1974, and in the 
possession of the White House or GSA on October 22, are subject to 
the Court's Orde r . Thes e materials constitute approximately 42 million . /0 ~loo,""° papers and other items, including 5"€"e er&l sealed boxes containifig/Tetters 
addressed to the former President in response to Rabbi Korff' s anti­
impeachment campai gn. Most of these boxes are located in GSA-controlled 
areas within the EOB . Access to these areas is strictly limited in 
accordance with the above Order . 

To the extent that letters received after August 9 can be separated from 
letters received before that date, the post August 9 materials are the 
property of the former President and presumably may be turned over to 
him. However, a random sampling of the boxes by GSA indicates that 
pre and post August 9 mail is intermingled, thus making segregation a 
detailed and time-consuming process. Moreover, the October 22 Order 
limits access to pre- August 9 materials to Mr. Nixon or his attorney 
solely for the purposes of preparing to testify in the Watergate Trial or 
determining whether to raise any privileges or the defenses Mr . Nixon 
might have in opposition to the use of such materials for ongoing 
government business or to the production of such materials pursuant to 
requests of the Special Prosecutor, validly issued subpoen · scovery 
demands, or court orders. Thus, literally read, the Or e~· ag~ ot 

..., (' ' 
"t ... 
Iii: c;: 

'"' ~ .; > 
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authorize Mr. Nixon or his attorneys~ or anyone else, to have access to 

the boxes for purposes of segregating pre-August 9 mail from post­

August 9 mail. However, it is hoped that procedures which would be 

mutually agreeable to all parties can be arranged to permit segregation 
of the mail in a timely manner. To this end, appropriate discussions 

have been underway with the affected parties. Nevertheless, a modifi­

cation of the Court's Order may be required in order to permit any 

segregation of the letters in question. 

At the present time, any mail addressed to the former President and 

received at the White House is forwarded to San Clemente. 

cc : Phil Buchen 
Phil Areeda 
Ken Lazarus 
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PWBuchen:ed 

cc: 



Tuesday 1/28/75 

(Press Office) 
5:50 John Carlson called to ask if we have anything to 

say tomorrow about the Clemency Board. 

Will be coming in tomorrow morning (Wed.1/29) 
at about 6:15 a.m .......... so if you could give him 
any guidance, it would help. 

Ext. 2517 
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Dav i d Hess , Knigh t. News Service, i\<ishington : Americans ' 

right-:-t~J~now wl:-1at t.h2i~-gov:::·l:n1nent-is '-'P to- Hill b2 bolstered th::.:: 

week Vihen the r1cw ~-m·~r..Ciments t o the 1966 Freedom of Infonnatio:o.... 

Act go ir:to effect -~-:'i 

:C:DI'I'ORIALS 

Ba 1 -c·i·~oro '~ '1'' " Virong c-:-.,...,,,. c·n r•,.,.....,- , e:· " .-L- .• -, hi' c: ple2 
=--=-_-:-~-.:..~~-:.:_1 ___ ! ._-..:__~---0-::_=~__:_:_::__'--__ (~':" -'· '"':..::"_'.'____ _ ... ~- _, .... 

for biparti.sa.n fGreign policy , Presider:t ?o:~d hc-~J.d out the 

suspension o f ntil..i to.ry ::;_j_d to Turkey as a price exc=i.Ecple 0£ 

congressicn,-:i. l :w:'.dd.U.n9 •.;cne v.•rong. Accc ::::-ding;;.to~Hr .::..J:'.crdt, 

the- cu£7of£,_impai r s .:·-rela.t.ions with a. valued ally, Tm:key,., -

achieves.~n&0:benefi_t - a:cd.- ;:rag:ically does n othing to i mprove 

the "-lot/ o L '_Gree -~cyprL:its ; .. ,.,: oii- . v.those behalf itwas::- Cion~~) . . -

The C'::mgressional interference i re 'I'urkish-Arn2rican relations 

did not occur in a vacuum. It ~as a response to adDinistratioTI 

foreign p.:J::..icy w.hic:h a J.so i;11pai:r-ed re.l:J.t ions with th'O valued 

allies , T~rkey and Gres~e . 

FROM SATUP.DAY ' S 

they will b e on thci = own . 
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DOMESTIC COUNCIL COMMITTEE ON THE RIGHT OF PRIVACY 

WASHINGTON . D .C . 20504 

February 14, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: 

.... (Y,A, .. 
DOUG METZ J)J..V~ 

SUBJECT: Presidential P _rivacy Message 

I thought you might be interested in having our first cut at a 
possible Pr.esidential Privacy Message in advance of the normal 

clearance process. 

Any thoughts you may have will be appreciated. 

Attachment 

• 
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DRAFT - D.\V. Metz 2/13/75 

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE ON PRIVACY LEGISLATION 

On the 12th of last .August I pledged this 

of tough laws to prevent unwarranted invasions of personal privacy, both in 

and outside of govermnent. The six intervening months have produced 

substantial progress toward this objective. However, much re1nains to be 

done. 

Continued revelations of actual and alleged privacy violations have 

roused public concern an-" produced hundreds of proposals at the Federal, 

State and local levels to add new privacy legislation to the law books. The 

protection of personal privacy will remain a priority issue for the immediate 

future until needed legal and administrative safeguards are established to 

protect what Justice Brandeis characterized as nthe right most valued by 

civilized men." 

As we redouble our efforts to strength en privacy protections, we must 

be mindful that complete isolation and, hence, perfect privacy are not possible 

in modern society. In pursuing privacy safeguards, therefore, we must 

carefully weigh this against society1 s interests in freedom of information 

about government activities, freedom of the press, law enforcement, 

national defense and foreign policy and the business information needs of 

the marketplace. 

W e h ave already made significa nt progress at the Federal level in 

defining concepts and approaches to resolve situations in which conflicts 

exis t be~ween privacy and other social values . 
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Recent ProEress with. Promise 

The Adrninistration and the Congress have taken important initial 

steps toward curbing abus es and redressing imbalances in the administration 

of laws that have led to unwarranted invasions of personal privacy. 

A key development "\Vas the establishment early last y ear of the 

Domestic Council Committee on the Right of Privacy to provide needed policy 

formulation and coordination of various Executive branch initiatives. As 

Vice President, I chaired that cabinet-level Committee, a r esponsibility 

I have now given to Vice President Rockefeller. The Privacy Committee 

quickly established communication with and among key Congressional 

committee s and Federal agencies, and h elped stimulate a coordinated Federal 

approach on n early two do zen important privacy initiatives. 

The results of this effort, and that of the positive partnership of many 

individuals within and outside of government, have b een significant. Adminis-

trative and legislative actions have include d: 

R escission of an Executive order that gave the D epartment 

of Agriculture direct access to the income tax returns of 

farmers; 

Cancella tion of the FEDNET plan for a massive Federal 

data network capable of linking the vast computerized files 

of many Federal agencies ; 

\ I 

\\ 
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Enactment of the Family Edu~ational Rights and Privacy 

Act guaranteeing student and parent access to school records 

and restricting disclosures of such rec ords ; 

Establishment of a new policy mandating Federal agency 

privacy safeguard plans for new or modified computer and 

telecommunications systems containing personal information; 

and 

Issuance of an Executive order restricting \Vhite House 

access to income tax returns. 

Regrettably, time and circumstances did not permit enactment of 

needed new laws dealing with criminal justice information and Federal tax 

j records. 

l < \' 
J ....... \ 

' .~ j , \ .,...; 

Early this year, following revelations of alleged charter transgressions l ·~· "''.' ~-
. t .\·, ......... ·J 

. ~tJ ,;i _,,!~~ ~the CIA, I appointed a Commission headed by the Vice President to conduct 

·· :_~:,."'·.- "-a full i:?::quiry and to report its findings and recommendations to me and to 
.~. ~~-:;i ..... -~\ 

,; ~ '."'v~~ 
\ts- ... \\-~/\~-;the Ame rican people. 

J 'J "~ p" ..... . 
- ~· . ~ '' 'l ?\. ~ ... ... ~ 

}l \\ . y "· . We have seen, in addition, efforts to broaden the scope of interest 

'j--._~. ' ~,~'. ,W 
_ · ~- '\!\'::.-' in privacy protection to encompass State and local governments . A seminar 

..... 4-J ' .. .... ' 

~ '~ ~j"' .i ... 1 . . 
~ :§·· :\·; last Dec ember, sponsored by the Council of State Governments and the 

~ .. ]·~ :-?.: _ \:.~· Domestic Council Privacy Committee , revealed an intense int e rest in privacv 

·1~. -~- '• . -~I! . } 
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protcetion on the part of State and local legislators and administrators, and 

a desire to develop a coordinated strategy for its pursuit in Statehouses, city 

halls and county governments all across the country. These efforts, moreover, 

have been extended to the private sector. Plans are now underway to seek 

voluntary cooperation of private businesses in the protection of individual 

privacy and confidentiality of personal information not now regulated by the 

Fair Credit Reporting Act. 

Of special significance is legisla tion I signed into law on December 31, 

1974. 

The_?rivacy Act of 1974 

The Privacy Act of 1974 is a landmark statute and represents the first 

codification of fundamental principles designed to safeguard privacy in the 

coJ.3:ection of p~r-~onal information by the Federal __ goV:ernrrient. 

It requires all Federal agencies (including the FBI and the CIA) annually 

to identify publicly all systems of records they maintain about individuals; 

the reby prohibiting secre t record-keeping systems in the Federal government. 

It establishes minimum standards of regulation for the gath~ring, use, 

disclos ure and security of personal information. 

It guarantees to the individual, with some exceptions, the right to see 

his record and to contest its accuracy, relevancy, timeliness and completeness. 

It establishes constraints on the disclosure 

agencies . 
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It provides ad1ninistrative and judicial machinery for implementation of 

its requirements, and civil remedies and criminal penalties for violations. 

And it establishes a two-year Privacy Protection Study Commission to 

review a wide range of public and private record systems not covered by the 

Act and to recommend needed changes in laws or regulations that will better 

protect personal privacy. 

Of course, legislation of this type and complexity cannot be completely 

free of imperfections , and I will not h es ita te, based upon assessments of 

operational experience under the Act, to urge needed amendments to assure 

the full realization of its obje<;tives. 

Toward Privacy Protection for All Americans 

The Privacy Act of 1974 and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy 

Act are major achievements that reflect months of reasoned debate and con-

sultation between the Congress and the Executive branch. Now, as we turn 

to othe r important pieces of privacy legislation, I am confident that the same 

cooperative spirit will pr evail. 

B e cause we live. today in a society in which bigness and complexity 

are the rule .;._whe re big or ganizations and complicated laws and regulations 

have a profound effect on our everyday lives -- decency, fairness and 

straightforwardness, which in turn build confidence and trust, are now more 

valuable than ever. As a p e ople we rr1ust have confidence that ou n.olitical 
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and social institutions are serving us Well . We must be able not only to 

trust what they tell us, but to hold them accountable when they fail to keep 

their promises. 

Laws and administrative actions to protect personal privacy are 

means of building such trust and accountability. They aim to assure the 

American people that institutions that collect, record, and use personal 

information about them do so openly and according to established rules . 

They seek to define areas of an individual's private life that are immune 

from trespass without his consent. They attempt to give the individual 

a central role in determining whether information about him is accurate and 

complete, and to hold record-ke eping institutions to any promises they make 

not to disclose personal information to someone else. 

Of course, some trading off is always necessary. Information 

gathering for law enforcement purposes, £or example, cannot be so open as 

to allow criminals to stay one step ahead of the police. Sometimes an 

individual would prefer that a government agency, or a bank, or a credit 

bureau use information in a record about him rathe r than make him fill out 

still another form. And some individuals would prefer having their Social 

Security numbers available to anyone who wants them so that they will not 

be confused with the other John and Mary Smiths who live down the street 

and across town. 

During the next few months, I shall submit to the 

of legisL ... tive proposals to protect these and other personal priv 
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interests in areas that either were not addressed in legislation enacted 

last session, or were no.t addressed in enough detail. 

Specifically: 

To help protect the first Amendment rights of American 

citizens, I am requesting the enactment of legislation to 

codify existing regulations prohibiting military surveillance 

of civilian political activities. 

To encourage the proper exchange of criminal justice 

information while providing safeguards for personal privacy 

interests, I will urge the Congress to enact HR-61. This 

comprehensive bill would help provide the necessary balance 

between the legitimate needs of authorized agencies to have 

access to criminal justice information and the Constitutionally 

guaranteed privacy rights of an individual, and it would 

provide civil sanctions and criminal penalties for the 

unauthorized us e of such information. 

To curtail the accelerating use of the Social Security number 

as a personal identifier, and thus to ward off the dang e r of 

uncontrolled leakage of inforrnation on individuals and wide-

spread easy access to it, I am proposing a statutory clarification 

of the authorize d us e s of the Social Security number .. -";:£4is 
·~ · "u <;) (' . 

proposal will e x t e nd and strengthe n safe guards al Jady pro
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To protect the conficlentia1itr rf infor1nation that taxpayers 

iurnish to the Inte rna l Revenue Service, the Treasury 

Department asked the 93rd Congress to amend the Internal 

Revenue Code to restrict by statute the authority to inspect 

returns and to disclose taxpayer information. While time 

did not permit the Congress to act on the Treasury proposal, 

I ask your strong support for a similar proposal that I plan 

to introduce th~~ session. 

To assure that customer records maintained by banks and 

financial institutions are kept confidential and free from 

unauthorized use or transfer, I shall propose a new law that 

balances the confidentiality interests of consumers against 

l egitimate Federal agency needs for access to records about 

their finances. 

To help assure that accurate reports on individuals are 

maintained and furnished by credit reporting companies, I 

shall ask the Congress to enact legislation amending and 

·' 
strengthening the Fair Credit Reporting Act of 1970. Although 

passage of this Act represented an important step forward, it 

clearly did not do enough to protect the personal privacy of 

credit users. 

---·-·-~-~-
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To protect the personal privacy of the dependent poor in our 

society, I shall ask the Congress to revise recent amendments 

to the Social Security Act which put the Federal government in 

the role of enforcing alimony and child support obligations and 

which substantially undermine longstanding protections for 

the confidentiality of public assistance and social service 

case records. 

I shall request your support for legislation prohibiting cable 

television operators from disclosing information on the viewing 

habits of their subscribers, except pursuant to a court order. 

Finally, I shall support l egislation to assure that people who 

provide informatior: about themselves for scientific studies 

and surveys will not have to worry about that information 

being used for any other purpose. 

In connection with these legislative recommendations, I will also 

provide several new privacy protections by executive order. I intend, for 

example, to issue an order to strengthen existing safeguards for the privacy 

rights of Federal employees. Also, I will rescind Executive Order 9397 

·::. 

which directs Federal agencies to use the Social Security number as a record 

identifier. 
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I have not mentioned the important work of the National Wiretap 

Commission nor dwelt on the work of the Cornmission to investigate the 

activities of the Central Intelligence Agency within the United States, or 

the current inves tigations of intelligenc e agencies by the Congress. H owev er , J \\: \\· ~, J, ,_.;, ,\': · ,~. 1 shall act quickly after receiving and studying their recommendations. 

1-'., ,f, :\/ Consistent with my pledge of August 12, 19 7 4, this Administration will 
· 1 . \, . ' "' 
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not tolerate illegal and unwarranted encroachments on Constitutionally 

protected privacy rights in the name of national security. 

Moreover, when I speak of including privacy protections in future 

legislation, I'm not talking only about the specific legislation I have recom-

n1ended here. The citizens' right to personal privacy should be recognized 

in every piece of social legislation, and I urge the Congress to be vigilant 

in assuring that it is . My call i11 this me~sa_ge for legislation protecting 

the privacy interests of the_ dependent poor, for example, would be 

unneces s ary if privacy considerations had b een built into the 1972 and 19 74 

Amendments to the Social Security Act. 

The widespread clamor for action will not simply evaporate. We 

cannot stand idly by, winking at reported abuses . Advances so recently 

made in behalf of personal privacy are unparalleled, considering the need 

and complexities associate d with augmenting privacy protections in today's 

s ociety. Indeed, I exp e ct tha t somed a y hi s tory books w{il!,,...ta\ · .lb out the 
~ '<> ' 
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last quarter of the 20th Century as a tirne in which new ways of organizing 

and transacting the business of our everyday lives captured the attention 

of the American people; as a time in which old values and new ways of doing 

things at first appeared to clash, but in which the American people and 

t heir l eaders also strove mightily, and suc c ess fully, to assure that no 

matter how big and fast and complicated things got in our dealings with one 

another, we would never abandon our fundamental commitment to decency 

and fairness and candor . To m e , preserving such virtues is what the 

protection of personal privacy is all about. It is an honor to be a partner 

with you in this effort for the common good of all our people. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 15, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: 
i 

r' I) /, I 
RON NESSEN If-. r:;,v· 

Could you give me your opinion on what I should do with 
this? 

Is it all right to keep it, or should it be returned? 



PIER 4 6TH & WATER STREETS, S.W. 

February 14, 1975 

Mr. Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 
White House 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Ron: 

POTOMAC RIVER CRUISES 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 20024 • TEL. 393-8300 

Spring is just around the corner and that means the Wilson 
Boat Line is ready for another big sailing season. 

In addition to our current fleet, we've custom built and put 
in service, three all climate controlled, 400 passenger 
"Catamarans". These vessels are the world's largest pass­
enger carrying "Catamarans". 

It's my pleasure to enclose a VIP SEASON PASS for you and up 
to three guests. Sail with us, as often as you like 

Again, welcome aboard. We look forward to greeting you in 
person very soon. 

AS/ fr 
Enc. 

• 

CordLJU~ 
Alex Shef tell 
President 



Tuesday 2/18/15 

2:30 Larry Speakes would like to talk with you about the 
Supr me Court's decision on impoundment. They 
need ome guidance. 




