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• -t .()thermembers Of the Watergate committee are· 
getting.media attention, ·too. 'Though they were all 

_ on the other side of the Hill at the time, Sens. How-
~ ·ard Baker, R-Tenn.; and Lowell ~dcker, R-COnn.; 
~:and ex-Seri. ,Sam Ervin; ·D~N .c~;, the· coininittee 
•\~. have been asked what they know about"~ 
'Utben~Hoiise Mlllority Leade'r:Gerald Ford's role in": 
~thiseuttling of a"Jlouse probe 9f _watergate hi the :·· 
kfal~ of ·1~72~'Not 'stirprisingly," they 'don't know :. 

__ ,,,,~,: · ··-· ,, ,,~ ."~m1ich. Ervin said he's sure Ford acted "ori a parti- . 
···. -· ~ ~san basis" Jo block investigation by th~ late Rep> ·., .•... 

. -~i:-Wright Patman, but added that heknows of no evi-
;..:d~ that Ford did whatever he did on orders 
:u n>m ;PreSident NiXon.;Baker's. lack of evidence 
1 was even ·broader: He said he has.no evidenee that • 
-~·Fohl even had anything to do with blocking the 
Hoilse-pro~, -and on the basis Of his lack of evi: . 

~ dence· ""° .... :t think Ford did.:.Weicker did riot dis- ,. 
C1~1~~~efu:~ be doesn't kiiow'·of but saui"t' 

:~testily;' "'I' \;ery~ much" resent'.iniplieatfons that ' 
"; there is some. story that hasn't been told. I know 
·.; the :l\meri~ peqple have~~ truth.":He cited no · 
, ev(cience.to suppo~ his ~t'ateIIJent. - ':.if.~< .¢;\i,!~~,:~~!"-' 

:t~,~~i~ ~·~·~·.~~~~~~ --~~;~~~-a~~.:f~i:;f~~~;~~:,~:~.-· "] •: ·~t - _~~A 
.,., ~-" • + .. ·' • • . · ·· • , , . • - David Brooten 
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FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN 
Watergat~ Probe 

Moves Made to Reopen Watergate Probe 

Richard Nixon aides William Timmons, Richard Cook and 
John ean were not suf f iciantly interviewed by the Justice 
Department on whether o~ not Gerald Ford tried to block the 
Watergate investigation, NBC correspondent Carl Stern 
reported a Tuesday. 

Attorney General Edward Levi said last week that the 
Justice Department would not investigate the charge by John 
Dean that Ford, then a congressman, tried to stop the 
hearings. He said this was decided after interviews with 
two former members of the White House staff . 

Dean said Timmons was the witness who was present when 
Cook reported on alledged meetings with Ford to block the 
first congressional investigation. 

And, Stern said Levi's action rested heavily on denials 
by Timmons and Cook, both of whom the Justice Department 
said it had interviewed. 

However, Timmons was never questioned, NBC reported. 
The Department relied only on a three year-old affidavit by 
Timmons that he had not talked to Ford on the matter--a subject 
that is not in dispute, Stern added. 

Cook was questioned , but not under oath. And , Stern 
said, the Department made no efforts to talk to Dean, nor did 
it ask to see supporting records, which Dean said he possed -~fa~ 

~ ~ 
~ ~ Levi said told NBC News he considered such steps : ; 
~ ~ unnecessa ry. d ~ 

Sinc e then, Stern said Justice Department has 
make public whatever documents supported Levi's decision . He 
said the documents were requested by NBC under the Freedom o f 
Information Act. 

A spokesman for Justice declined the request, saying the 
material s hould not be released as a matter of discretion on 
his part . The spokesman said anyone who is dissatisfied with 
the investigation can file an appeal with Levi. 

In a following anchor report, NBC noted that, in the 
last Friday's debate , President Ford said the Special Watergate 
Proscecutor declared there was no reason for him to get involved 
with Dean ' s charge because he f ound nothing to justif y it . 

~ 



2 FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN 

The Special Proscecutor said last week that he had no 
juristiction in the matter. Tuesday, the House of 
Representatives, moves were being made to set up a hearing on 
Dean's charges sometime this week, NBC reported. 

Issues 

Ford Assails Carter's Foreign Policy Stance 

President Ford said Tuesday that voters will choose 
Nov. 2 between his foreign policy which he said has kept the 
United States "strong and at peace," and a Democrtic policy 
.that would invite conflict and carries "a strong flavor of 
isolationism." (CBS) 

The President, continuing the barnstorming tour that will 
continue through election eve, declared in a speech to the 
Ecnomic Club of Pittsburg that Jimmy Carter would venture 
"into the unknown with a doctrine that is untested, untried, and 
in my view potentially dangerous." (ABC, CBS) 

"In place of a strong defense, the alternative called 
for in this election is weakened defense. In place of strong 
alliances, we are offered troop pull backs and sweeping 
reviews of America's committments to its allies ••• ," Ford 
said. (NBC) 

Some Carter statements on foreign policy, he said, "and 
I say it with some sorrow, .simply reflect inexperience." He 
said Carter should not say in advance what steps he might or 
might not take to deal with an international crisis because to 
do so invites rather than discourages aggression. (CBS) 

Ford, without mentioning him by name, singled out some 
recent statements by Carter on what he would do in the event 
of another Arab oil emb. argo and if the Soviet Union tried(f"

0 take over Yugoslavia by armed force. ~~· ~b 
""' <;.. 

Ford said, "In the past, American· presidents have •! 1:o 

always known they should never say in advance precisely J~at 
course of action this country would take in the event of ~ 
international crisis... When a potential adversary knows -·---· 
what you will and won't do in advance your flexibility is 
limited and his is increased." {CBS) 

"I heard a specific proposal for economic warfare against 
the Arabs in the event of another oil embargo," Ford said. 
"I thought such a statement of a specific course of action in 
advance was a singular mistake, which, once made, would not be 
repeated. 
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NEW YORK (UPI)-Rep. John Conyers Jr. CD;Mich.) 
said Monday that unreleased White House tapes from the 

·Nixon administration might show that. Gerald R. Ford had 
perjured himself before two congressional committees 

·when he said Richard M. Nixon had not ordered him to 
·block the Watergate investigation. 
_: The congressman said that a book written by Nixon's 
1, former presidential counsel. John W. Dean III, tells of 
Nixon's sending word to Ford to head off the investiga­
tion. Ford was House Republican leader at the _time. 

. ·· Conyers said he had asked special Watergate prosecutor 
Charles F. Ruff to investigate the possibility that Ford 
had been instructed by Nixon to block an early investiga­
tion by the House Banking and Currency committee into 
the source of money found on the Watergate burglars 
when they were arrested inside Democratic National 
Committee headquarters in 1972. · 

'.that committee, then headed by the late Rep. Wright 
Patman, voted not to subpoena top White House aides, in· 
eluding Dean and H. R. Haldeman, for questioning about 
the burglars' money. 

"Many questions that later came out in the House Judi· 
ciary .Committee would ha\·e come out seven or eight 
days after the break-in" if the White House aides had 
been forced to testify before Patman's committee, Co- . 
nyers said. 

During House and Senate Judiciary Committee investi­
gations on his nomination to become Vice Presi_den_t, Ford 
said he had tried to block the Patman mvest1gat1on be­
cause he believed it would set a bad precedent for investi­
gations into presidential affairs, and not because Nixon 
had told him to. 

Conyers said he had read passages in Dean's still-unpub:­
lished book that described Nixon's orders to Haldeman to 
''head off" the Patman investigation. 

Conyers said the book d<'scribed how "in the Sept -15, 
1972, tape, there were instructions that Nixon wanted it 
(the Patman investigation) headed off, and he instructed 
John Ehrlichman to tell Ford and Garry Brown, a Michi· 
gan congressman who served on the House Banking Com~ 
·mittee, to head it off. 

"lf it turns out Congressman Ford was acting on White 
House orders, it is quite possible that he may be subject to 
a charge of obstructing justice. He certainly would have· 
committed perjury before two congressional committees," 
Conyers said. . _ 

- '-/ -

~-t).-ll_, 
Date 

In-a letter to Ruff dated Oct. 8, Conyers said, "I have 
reason to believe that the tapes covering the period of 
Sept. 15, 1972, through May, 1973. when the Senate 
Watergate h~arings commenced, contain the information 
that would clarify Mr. Ford's role in this matter." He 
asked that the taped conversations between Nixon and 
Ford be examined. 
~ The tapes are being held by the General Services Ad­
ministration until the U.S. Supreme Court decides if they 
belong to Nixon or the American people. 

Conyers said also that he would ask Rep. Peter W. Ro­
dino Jr. (D-N.J.), chairman of the House Judiciary .Com­
mittee, to investigate the charges. 

In Washington, a White House spokesman who was 
asked to comment on Conyers' remarks said only, "That is 
a matter for the courts to decide." 
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AM-WATERGATE SKED 10-12 
WASHINGTON CUPil -- JOHN DEAN SAID WEDNESDAY THAT GERALD FORD, 

WHILE HOUSE REPUBLICAN LEADER, WAS CONTACTED BY THE WHITE HOUSE IN 
1972 ON BLOCKING THE FIRST CONGRESSIONAL WATERGATE INVESTIGATION. 
FORD HAS TESTIFIED THAT HE RECALLED NO SUCH DISCUSSIONS. 

SHORT LY AFTER DEAN UADE HIS STATEMENT, REP. JOHN CONYERS, D-LHCH. , 
TOLD REPORTERS THAT SPECIAL PROSECUTOR CHARLES RUFF INDICATED HE WILL 
DECIDE BY THE END OF THIS WEEK WHETHER TO INVESTIGATE FORD'S ROLE IN 
HEADING OFF A 1973 WATERGATE INQUIRY BY THE HOUSE BANKING COMMITTEE. 

DEAN, THE FORMER NIXON AIDE WHOSE TESTIMONY TO THE SENATE 
WATERGATE COMMITTEE HELPED LEAD TO NIXON'S RESIGNATION AS PRESIDENT, 
SAID ON NBC-TV'S TODAY SHOW THAT RICHARD COOK OF NIXON'S STAFF TALKED 
WITH FORD MORE THAN A HALF DOZEN TIMES ABOUT USING HIS INFLUENCE TO 
STAVE OFF THE INVESTIGATION. 

DEAN SAID FORD AT ONE POINT INDICATED HE WOULD TELL REPUBLICAN 
MEMBERS OF THE BANKING COMMITTEE "WHAT THEY SHOULD DO ON THE DAY OF 
THE VOTE" WHEN THE PANEL DECIDED WHETHER TO LOOK INTO THE WATERGATE 
BURGLARY. 

COOK DENIED DEAN'S ALLEGATIONS, ACCUSING HIM OF "VICIOUS LIES AND 
CLEVER DISTORTIONS." 

"THERE IS NO QUESTION IN MY MIND THAT THE PRESIDENT TOLD THE 
TRUTH," SAID COOK, NOU EMPLOYED BY AN AIRCRAFT COMPANY. HE SAID HE 
DID NOT CONTACT FORD "DESPITE JOHN DEAN'S REPEATED AND FRANTIC 
REQUESTS" THAT HE DO SO. 

FORD TESTIFIED AT HEARINGS ON HIS CONFIRMATION AS VICE PRESIDENT 
IN 1973 THAT "TO THE BEST OF MY RECOLLECTION" HE DID NOT TALK WITH 
ANY OF NIXON'S STAFF A90UT BLOCKING THE INQUIRY. 

DEAN SAID, "COOK WAS THE MAN tJHO DID THE LEG WORK AND DEA LT WI TH 
MR. FORD AND THE OTHER MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE ••• 

"I CAN RECALL DICK CCOOK) CONING BACK AND TELLING, FOR EXAM PLE, 
HOW JERRY WAS GOING TO CALL A t·lEETING OF THE MINORITY MEMBERS ••• AND 
REALLY TELL THEM WHAT THEY SHOULD DO ON THE DAY OF THE VOTE AND HOW 
THEY SHOULD HOLD TOGETHER AND THINGS OF THIS NATURE." 

ASKED IF THAT MEANT THE REPUBLICANS WERE TO TRY BLOCKING THE 
HEARINGS, DEAN REPLIED: "THAT'S CORRECT.tt 

THE BANKING COMMITTEE STARTED AN INVESTIGATION OF WATERGATE, BUT 
"IT WAS THWARTED IN OCTOBER, 1972, WHEN THE PANEL VOTED 20 TO 15 NOT 
TO SUBPOENA WITNESSES. 

CONYERS, WHO DEMANDED LAST WEEK THAT THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR LOO K 
INTO FORD'S ROLE, SAID RUFF TOLD HIM TUESDAY HE PROBABLY WOULD DECIDE 
ONE WAY OR THE OTHER BY WEEK'S END. . 

CONYERS TOLD A NEWS CONFERENCE THE QUESTIONS CAN BE CLEARED UP IF 
RUFF \HLL LISTEN TO ABOUT 200 WHITE HOUSE TAPES, COVERING THE PERIOD 
FROM SEPTEMBER, 197 2, THROUGH MAY, 19 73 , WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN HEARD OR 
TRANSCRIBED. 

"SOMEBODY MUST LISTEN TO THOSE TAPES BEFORE NOV. 2," ELEC~ , 
CONYERS SAID. AND HE SAID HE WILL CONFER WITH CHAIRMAN PET~~b~~~~ 
D-N.J., OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COilMITTEE ON THE POSSIBILITYI F THAT~ 
PANEL LOOKING INTO THE MATTER. : ~ 

UPI 10-13 02:18 PED ," 't-'{>1 -.... __ ./· 
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WAS"HING7.0N (UPI) -- .REP •• JOHN CONT:r-{S, D-MICH • .5' sr,J.D ToD;\y Sf>J~CIAL 
?ROS!:'.CUTOR CH1lRLr.s RUF? H.l\D JNDICt\7~:D E 1~ WOHLD D':'Cl.Dt:: BY TW~ :..:nn o:: 
TJ-P: WEEK lJW·":t1fl~R H~: w ILL 1NV?.S7.1GA :c~ PR :i:S1DI~N7.' :rO'.=<.D 's ROL ".: Ii',] 
BLOCK.ING A 197 3 H:'.\'i:'".RG!\'tI~ INVt:S1'1Gt\1'ION 2Y TH".: HOUS':: Bf\f,JKlNG 
C Ol'1Ml'X'lr·~'· • 

CQNy·:f(S nr::Mf\ND··-:D Tl-i'7 INV~~STIGf1T.ION .IN A L r..:r:t;;R ~O RU:;;:.- L.l\S7 U';r.:K, 
AND M~? WIZH RUFF ~U~SDAY. 

CONY'·~.RS SlLLD Ol-lLY SOt·F: 202 UNH-::!\RD i·Jii.11'~-: HOUS::' Tti?:"'S? P.Ai,!:;WG FR0!1 
C:',"P7'<M"':;;i 1972 ~:::: ,~: 1T(''1 1,1ri.y 197-i c (\!'] nr~'"'".;"Ri1TN'7 T,"l-l'_...,.,t{l:'R r;oRD --irr,·r,r u: --~ _),,,. ~ -'O ... [ ... ' 1 e ......... . .. _._1uf1 ... L ... _, _ J 3 ,..,,......, . .&.. _,.,, . _ )J... _ ,. '-~,.;• .... . - t-~ .3.I ,.J. .;. ~ _

1 
An -11 

HOUS~ GO? L. 1:An~. ':: ,:;.::sPJR)~D HIZH RlCl-!}'\RD J\IlXOl'i :t:o BLOC;\ TEr. co::;·a:tr;;:-,: 
:uv-;:sTIGP.7ION 1-1~·1)) ·:-'2·--rw~R FORD COMMI7!C:D PER.JURY IN ASSURING HOUS": 
AND s ·;:~,Ifl1':; COt·:lMl'J.";:"7 -5 DURING CONFIRM.t1TION 1-P'.:1\RINGS Tl-LC\,:' H'' DID N07 
DISC USS 1H ~ M!'1 7!";:.R :;1 7H 1' W~ WH .T. ~r e-:· HOU sr~ ~ 

t:SOM':'.~?ODY MUST LI.S1'"'N 'AO l'ttosi~ 'l'APIS B1~F0rt '~ NOV. 2," CONY' .. RS 7.0LD 
t1 N17itJS COt·JF!-:R£I\!C ~~~ . . . 

CO~!'r:R s ALSO Sil.ID H~: HOULD DISCUSS WITH Eous:: JUD.TCJfl..;1Y CHtU.P.Ml\.N 
P ~~-.-n Or·DTPQ D )\! T TTTT>~'-'ll'"R "1' ''t:T cot·1r-~1--:-···t:- s'lrou·n uorrJ "''J''"TN"S n\· .:..~ ··_ .. ,. .;,,,,,v ~i·~ ' . -,..,. • t..J •' i.'; .n 1 . ..,: .n. ·.'- ... r>. t"'l..... .. i· ·; .... ,,....,,. i • . !. r L. _ fl .... h '._-'.\[( ...L ·u,,... \- ~~ 
FORD rs POSSI:ev~ RoL:: ;1ND HIS DFN.ll\L 1~HA::: H;: WAS ACTING IN CONC":J?.1 
WITH 7.'1-F WHI'.l'.'S: Hous~:. 

FO?J 1rns ACK!IO~·iL·,:,_::;~~D '('Hf\ '! HE PLr.,yr,:n A K:.:Y .ROL-.: IN 2LOCIUNC :'H 1~ . 
T. l\l\r-·c:····-:-r~~ro~,i "Y ~,,,.._, , .,..p P"NVJ'JG ~0'"' 7 -"""-·~ CH"IR'<"'J r-Rir'J"" n··"··H1 !1· , ..... '..vA ./.'1..1~1.l....,. l\l 0 } v:~t(l -·.~i. __ ,_,i\ ....... -L' L t'1H·1~ _t..A ) .. }. .j i"i .. r L't1,:-.l.i\ \.1)-i ··1..JI• . • i .. r-t-\ .1.:i."H'•;J 

D-J:'::x .. an SAID H'~ W/~S 1\C'!TNG ON HIS OhJN wr.rHOU"K IJHI:i,':;:' Hous-.: 
D l~ ·": C ~r 10 l'·' S "' 

COI''":,':;:ns Sf\.lD RU?F Ii'~DlCAT:.:n IN [1 M'.::'!.~Tl.NG y~~S"Z!.RDAY :r·:-·7~;·u,wor.i E""~ 
~JOULD t-:r~\r~: Pit~ Jif,JSliJ:? .3"'{ TH!~ ~}JD OJ' 1:11~.: {.t}T~I.:.J( I1S 1'0 t;JH :~~;C}i~ ·~R !H :t. s?:crt11-. 
PP. OS ,.c_· ·.:o? 's c ;_;:;IC~ '. !0 ULD INV =s T.IGI\ T~~ .. 

cc:·:·: 1~1S . POlN'J'.I~D OUT 1'HA1' 1H': SP7.CH1L PK.OS ::·c UT.OR Hi~S <'\CC "".SS 'i.'O MOR. ;~~ 
T~·D.N 2ZZ 'lf\Pi::s. MOST O,? WHICH INVOLV'-'. z::rtw::R \r.'.i. 1·:PP.OrE' CO~!V :-:-,1S'\TlON5 
OR M'.i':~J:.l1 1 GS B~J.tvt;::·'N r~ IXON AND ?ORD, t.;HJC~( NO ON:·: HAS LIST;~w·:D '.CO OR 
'.':'R A.NSC2 .l E: ;;_:D o 

~,:v1n-~i\JC:C. L!NCOV~R'CD BY :.:m~ N:~ws M'::Dil'i. f!.t,]D JI{701<M!-~710N CONT!\I.l\:~m IN 
J01-itJ D 7 i\~'J~s fOOi~ " BL.If,!D 1\t,,12.:r:rioI\1 11 L1~D }11!;1 TO R~1ui::sr frHT~ 
I ,~ .,...s-:--r,1··· -0\J Non co:-..1v·~o5 S,.JD 
- I 'iv ''· A .L ll i. ), J.. i i ) I'/ ' l · • '"' .t1 . • 
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rORD·DtAN UAD 
IY MICHAIL PUT2IL 

W~SHI~GTON <AP> ~· SPECIAL WATE!GATI PROSECUTOR CHAILIS RUFF 
REPORTEDLY WILL DEClDE THIS WIIK WHETHER TO LOOK INTO CLAIMS THAT 
PRISIDINT FORD »ISCUSSID ILOCKI~G A~ IAILY WATERGATE INVISTIGATIO~ 
liITH OFiICIALS .. or" TMI NIXON WHITE HOUSE. 

RIPS. ELl2AlttlL HOLTZMAN l>·N. Y • At-ID JOHN CO~lYIRS l·MICH • 
MEMll:IS or THI HCUS[ COMMitftI THAT 

1
VOTID . TO IICOMMI~6 IMPl:ACH~I~ or 

RICHAID tillXON1 HAVi ASKED RUJ'i TO LOOK INTO THI POSSillLITY THtlT FORD 
LIID AT HIS CgNJJIMATION HEARINGS fOR t/ICI PRl:SIJENT. 

COYYIRS SAID Hi MIT WITH RUfi TUESDAY AND WAS TOLD THI PROSECUTOR'S 
DICISIO~ WOULD II fORTHCOMI~G IY THI E~D or TEI WEIK. 

THI. ll!ICIDt~T I~ QUtSTION OCCUIRED IN SIPTIMiER A~D OCTOBER 1~72 WHI~ 
THE LATI RIP. WRIGHT PATMAN WAS SIIKit'tlG AUTHORITY FROM HIS HOUSE 
IANK!fl!G A~D CURR£~CY COMMITTII TO INVESTIGATE POSSIBLi HIGH·LJ:V[L 
I~VOLVEMINT IN THI WATIRGATE iRtAK-IN THI PREVIOUS JU~. 

N!XO~, ACCORDI~G TO THI WHITI HOUSE TAPESJ. DIRICTED THAT TH[N-HOUSI 
MINORITY LEA~i! GIRALD FORD II E~LISTID TO HILP BLOCK ?ATMAN'S 
I~QUIRY. THIBI ARI co~rLICTI5C R£PORTS AS TO WHITHER NIXO~·s . 
I~STRUCTIONS WtRr CARRIID OUT. 

IN 1'731 AiTil ,fOU WAS NOMINATED TO II VICE PRtSIDIWf 1 HE TESTIFIED 
~isHcH~gv~iRT~~~t'DD!0i:~it~~dM~~I~' e~1¥iA~tu~i ~ou~~~~i~~:~ w. 
DEAN III A!OUT ILOCKING THI PATMAN HIARl~GS. !UT HE ADDID '!HAT HI WAS 
IN ALMOST DAILY CO~TACT WITM iHITi HOUSI LOIBYISTS DURING THAT 
PERIOD1 ALTHOUGH HI HAD NO RECOLLECTION Of DISCUSSING THAT SPECIFIC 
ISSUt wITH THEM. . 

FORD SUPPORTED THE SUCCESSFUL EFFORT TO THWART PATMAN'S INQU!Rf 
DURI~G THE 1$72 ELECTION CAMPAIGN, IUT Ht INSISTED HE DID SO ON HIS 
OWN INITIATIVE~ .- . 

DEANA IN AN INTERV!t~ IROADCAST TODAY ON NiC'S TODAY SHOW 1 SAID THE 
:~~T~I~ocr~~DL6~a~ii~yi~5x~~·~o: 1~~~~IigT~~R~I~;sp:I~¥~~~KFO~o~~~K~EED 
AIRCRAFT CORP • 

... 'COOK WAS THt MAN WHO DID THE LtGWORK AND Di:ALT wrrM MR. FORD AND 

~~~A~IH~,c~I~~~¥;Go~A~~[A~bAt~~~l~g~M~~~Tii~~;L~~A~o~A5~RR;·~AgA~OI~G 
TO CALL A MEETING or THE MINORITY M£MBERS ••• A~u REALLY TELL THEM 
WHAT THtY SHOULD DO ON THE DAY or THE VOTI AN1' HOW THEY SHOULD HOLD 
TOGETHER AND THINGS or THIS NATURE.' t .. 

COOK, IN A STATEMENT RESPONDING TO DEAN.t SAIDa ''DESPITE JOH~ DEAN•s 
RIPIATEu AND FIANTIC R£QUESTS1. I ~EVER SPO~t WITH MR~ fORD ABOUT THE 
tJ£tD TO DENY MR. PATMAN' S REO.uEST J'OR SUBPOENA POWER .l'' WHICH WAS. TH£ 
ISSUE THE REPUBLICANS FOUGHT I• ORDER TO KILL THE PRuBE. -- · 
PRt~i~~~~E1Ato t'¥H~u~~~i~~. 1 ~T 11~1~1~g~;R~~~o~D~f~4I~~~~AT ~ FOfi/) ~ 

. .., 0) 
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r a bylbylbyl BC-Deep Throat, 34'0 · ll'if YORK il - Jormer White House counsel John Dean concluded. .•.bile 

m pr1s on tba t ''Dee:P Throat '' the mys ter1ous 1ntormer in the ·· 
.. Wasfl1ngton Post's coverage o! the Watercate scandal, was li1xon - .· 
e:peechwr1ter Dav1d Gergen the New ?erk Post said. Wednesday. · , __ 
,_ Tbe . Post said. Dean arriT&d at h1s conclusion atter talking with 
former .White Rouse friends and long :Personal deliberation• But the 

. Pos~t·':eaid Dean declined to name Gergen as the :t1gure in his . 
just•publ1sbed book, ••!lind Ambition - the lb1te House Years,'' 
because he was not absolutely sure. · The 34-7ear-old Gergen

1 ·now director ot President Ferd•a White House 
0tf1ce ot Oommun1cat1ona said, ' -~there 18 not one scintilla ot 
evidence that I had

1 or las in a position to haTe,11 the material Dee:P 
Throat gave to Washington Post reporter Bob Woodward. Since Woodward and fellow reporter Carl Eernste1n wrote about tbe 
coYer-up scandal guessing the identity ot ''Dee:P Throat•• has been a 
1kvor1te parlor game around Washington with names sucb as tormer CIA 
Director Richard Helms former ' FBI D1rector't. Patrick Gray, tormer 
Attl'•· Gen. Richard Kle!nd1eDSt

1 former FEI ott1c1al I• Mark Jelt and 
· Secretar7 ot State Henry A. Kissinger · often cropl)1ng up. · Ta7-lor Erancb, who ed1 ted Dean •a booi, said Dean tboug.tlt long and 
bard about bis ''Deep Tbroat11 conclusion. Taylor said it was only 
llean,,s penchant tor total accuracy tbat :PreTented tbe tormer Wb1te 
House counsel tf6m naming Gergen 1n the book. · 
Tbe Post said that Gergen bas acknowledged that he acted as a 

contact between Woodward and the White House trom the spring ot 1973 
through the Watergate period but · be 1ns1sts that during 1972~ when the 
.1reak-1n and cover-up took place, be had ''zero contact,, w1lih . · 
Woodward. · _. According to the Post Gergen also ma1nti!ns that bis oontsct witb · · 
Woodward wb1le he was in the Wb1te Rouse waa a ''known relat1ons~1P•'' 
'lie said he made ap-po1ntmente w1tb tbe reporter through then White · · . 
Rouse ch1et ot start Alexander M. Haig Jr., ••s6'they would know I was 
talking to bim. ETen the President knew I was talking to him•'' 
1425pED 10-13 

' ' 
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;Justice . Department Eyes. - "' ·· 
Conyers' 1972 Campaign 

'- · i The Justice Department is investi­
.. gating alle_gations that violations of 
·· federal election finance laws occurred . 
~. in the 1S72 re-election campaign of 
· Rep. John Conyers Jr. (D-1"1ich) . 

. ' .· Reliable sources said yesterday that 
the allegations of wrongdoing appear 
to involve members of Conyers' staff 

~ rather. than the congressman. They 
·:.- were unable . to specify their precise. 

·nature. · 
: .·: · The sources added that the probe 
· .. began · in August and is being con­
: · ducted by the FBI under the direction 
'.> .. of the Justice Department's Criminal 
··'.. Division. The FBI's inquiries, the 
. sources said, are still in a preliminary 
I . stage, and have not involved subpoe­
': ' nas of records or the questioning of 
: COnyers or his staff. 

However, the sources continued. the ' 
;. ·. Justice Department asked the Federal 
> · Election Commission Tuesday for fi. 
·::·:'. il,ancial statements. and campaign in' 
t·.· formation filed by Conyers from 1972 
.: .2to the present. 
·. · Conyers said yesterday · that he 
·:· -knew nothing about the investigation, 
1 > but added: "I'm not surprised because 
'.: ! of the. heat I'm putting on Ford." On 
:· Tuesday, he called for an investiga­
. ' tlon of whether President Ford com­
'.. mitted perjury in testifying before 
~.~Congress about his efforts as House 
~-, minority leader to halt a House bank· 
/; ing committee investigation of laun­
~: dering of campaign funds during 
,..'· Watergate. · . . 
~- ·The Detroit congressman· ·added 
l~ that he could think of nothing in his 
-: : 1972 campaign that would lead to an 
-. : investigation. He said, "Christ, I don't 
\ ~.· think I even raised over $10,000. I 
~- can't ~ven remember whether I bad 

... "an· opponent or not." 
•· · vice presidential . confirmation hear- -

in gs. 
The Patmari committee staff had 

been trying to determine where the 
money used to pay the Watergate bur­
glars had come from, but the investi· 
·gation was stymied when 14 Republi· 
cans and 6 Democrats voted against 
granting the subpoena power neces- · 
sary to keep the' investigation going 

, • . Iorwar_d. ' 

- • . . 4. ~ • ·.- ... ~ .. ' :, : '.":' • .... ~ : .. ':""':-~•·•.: . : 



• 

A322 
R W 

AM-FORD-WATERGATE INSERT9THGRAF A294 10-14 XXX THIS. REP. ELIZABETH HOLTZMAN, D-N.Y., A MEr1BER OF THE JUDICIARY 
COMMITTEE, CALLED FORD'S DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION "EVASIVE AND 
MISLEADING." SHE SAID THE CO rlM ITTEE DID NOT KNOlv AT THE THIE OF THE 
CONFIRtlATION HEARINGS THAT PRESIDENT NL\ ON HAD GIVH; ORDERS TO HAVE 
FORD STOP THE I NVEST IGATION AND DID NOT HAVE COOK'S NAME AS THE 
ALLEGED CONTACT MAN. "JOHN DEAN'S ALLEGATIONS REMAIN UNANSWERED, CONTRADICTIONS IN MR. 
FORD'S TESTIMONY RDlAIN UNRESOLVED, AND THE QUESTIONS ABOUT MR. 
FORD'S ROLE REMAIN UNANSWERED," MRS. HOLTZMAN SAID IN A STATEMENT. 

PICKUP lOTH GRAF: THE PRESENT UPI 10-14 11:24 PED 

P.)2 I 
D A 

AM-AGNEW 10-14 IOWA CITY, IOWA CUP!) -- EVIDENCE COLLECTED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
JUSTICE WHICH LED TO THE RESIGNATION OF FORNER VICE PRESIDENT SPIRO 
T. AGNEW WAS "SUFFICIENT AND OVERWHELMING TO CONVICT HIM " COMMERCE 
SECRETARY ELLIOT RICHARDSON SAID THURSDAY. ' 

RICHARDSON, A FOUR-TIME CABI NET MEMBER WHO WAS SERVING AS ATTORNE~ 

GENERAL AT THE TIME FEDERAL INVESTIGATORS BEGAN PROBING AGNEW'S 
FINANCIAL DEALINGS, WAS ASKED AT A CAMPAIGN RALLY ABOUT AGNEW 'S 
RECENT ALLEGATION THE EVIDENCE GATHER ED AGAINST HIM WAS WEA K AND 
OBTAINED FROM WITNESSES WHO HAD A PERSONAL INTEREST IN SEEING HI M 
DISGRACED. 

"THE EVIDENCE WAS SUFFICIENT AND OVERWHELMING," RICHARDSON SAID. 
"THERE WAS NO DOUBT." " RICHARDSON ALSO SAID HE KNEW BY OCTOBER 19 73 THAT RICHARD NI ~ ON 

WAS FACING GRAVE CHARG ES AND WAS HEA DI NG TOWARD IMPEACHMENT." HE 
SAID THE AGNEW CASE, CO UP LED WITH NI :ON'S IMPENDING LEGAL PROBLEMS 
MADE HIS POSITION AS ATTORNEY GENERAL "DIFFICULT." ' 

DUPLICATE TO 8-WIRE UPI 10-14 11:55 PED 

A313 
R W 

AM-FORD INSERT2NDLD-6THGRAF A287 10-14 XXX HE SAID. ASKED ABOUT THE CHARGE OF "SLANDER," CARTER TOLD REPORTERS IN NEW 
YORK: "MY CRITICISM OF THIS -ADMINISTRATION CAN'T BE TRANSLATED INTO 
CRITICISM OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY." CARTER SAID FORD HAD TURNED THE NEWS CONFERENCE INTO A ONE-MAN 
DEBATE INSTEAD OF ANSWERING QUESTIONS. "I'LL HAVE TO BE CRITICAL OF HIM FOR HAVING A PRESS CONFERENCE AND 
NOT _ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS," CARTER SA ID. "IT'S REMARKABLE. HE 
THOUGHT HE'D HAVE A DEBATE WITHOUT MY BEING _THERE. I DON'T KNOW HOW 
I DID IN THE FIRST TWO DEBATES BUT I THI NK I DID PRETTY WELL IN THE 
PRESS CONFERENCE TONIG HT ." PICKUP ?TH GRAF: ASKED LATER UPI 10-14 10!36 PED 
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PolitiCs ·and the ]Jfosecutor 
I • I 

If there was any doubt before, the danger of a 
permanent s:Pecial prosecutor's office ought to 
be clear now. The office can't be kept out of poli-
tics. .· 

We respect Watergate prosecutor Charles 
Ruff as a man of integrity. We don't believe he 
had any inte~tion of trying to influence the 
presidential contest. But it is hard to escape the 
notion that others are attempting to use his of-
fice for political purposes. . 

The origin of the charge that contributions 
made by maritime unions to President Ford's 
congressional campaigns were converted by . 
Mr. Ford to personal use has not been disclosed. 
There has been speculation that it may have 
come from a supporter of Ronald Reagan who 
hoped to queer President Ford's Republican 
nomination. There also has been speculation 
that it came from a source within one of the 
maritime unions. 

The maritime unions appear to have reason to 
try to influence the outcome of the election in 
favor of Gov. Jimmy Carter. Although the 
unions used to consider Mr. Ford a friend, they 
broke with him after he vetoed a tanker ship- · 
ping bill that would have been highly beneficial 
to maritime union members but might have rais­
ed the already high price of oil. 

According to a Wall Street Jourrial article, the 
head of the Marine Engineers Beneficial Associ­
ation - Jesse Calhoon - obtained a ' ~tter from 
Mr. Cart~r during the primaries that, if elected 
president, Mr. Carter would "develop a 'nation­
al cargo policy' that would aid the Merchant 
Marine." The Journal article said that since 
then Mr. Calhoon has helped raise an estimated 
$200,000 for the Carter campaign. -

Whether the campaign fund misuse allegation 
·against . President Ford came from union or 
other sources, the timing was such that it could 
have had an impact on Mr.

1
Ford's presidential 

· campaign. . · · · 
There is less question about the motivation be­

hind the leak of information related to the cam­
paign fund misuse allegation. Information from 
an Internal Revenue Service investigation of 
Mr. Ford's finances - an investigation request-

no evidence turned up to indicate illegal use of 
· campaign funds by Mr. Ford while he was in 

Congress. . ; . . r .. 
But now Mr. Ruff has been asked to undertake 

another· investigation. of Mr. Ford. This one has 
. to do with claims that Mr. F9rd, as minority·· 

leader of the House, may have discussed block- ' 
ing an early Watergate investigation with White 
House officials. This proposed probe by the 
House Banking Committee just before the 1972 . 
presidential election was killed by a 20-14 vote of 
the committee. 

Three Democratic congressmen - Reps. 
Henry Reuss, John Conyers and Elizabeth 
Holtzman - asked Mr. Ruff to review ,White 
House tape recordings to determine if Mr. Ford 
told the truth during his vice presidential confir­
mation hearings when he denied the White 

- House had asked him to help scuttle the Banking 
Committee pro.be. 

One would have to be riaive in the extreme to 
believe there is no political motivation in the 
Reuss-Conyers-Holtzman request. . . 

The point here is.not to delve into the merits of 
allegations against Mr. Ford - although Mr. 
Ruff seems to have settled the fund-misuse mat­
ter by finding the allegation without merit ~ but 
to point out that the special prosecutor's office 
is subject to manipulation for political purposes. 

People can't be prevented from asking a spe­
cial prosecutor to investigate a candidate dur­

. ing a campaign. N~ither can a special 
prosecutor dismiss allegations; politically moti-
vated or not, out of hand. . 

A special proseeutor ·may not . want to talk 
about what he's doing or has been asked to do 
for fear of influencing an election. But ·there's 
nothing to prevent a John Conyers, for example, 
from calling a press conference to spread the 
word. ' 

The post-Watergate reform atmosphere on 
Capitol Hill led to a strong push for creation of a 
permanent office of special prosecutor, despite 
opposition by former Watergate prosecutor 
Leon Jaworski and a protest by another former . 
Watergate prosecutor, Henry Ruth, that it could 

Fortunately the legislation 'I n' 1i\ e it 

1 

~ 
l 

I 
I 

·.,\ ed by a congressional committee during ~onsid- · 
eration of Mr. Ford's nomination for vice presi­
dent - was leaked to the press by an avowed 

. suppo_rter of Mr. Carter. · 
\ Mr. Ruff issued a statement yesterday saying 

that after a complete investigation by his office 

lead to mischief making. . f - ·~· 

through the 94th Congress. If · ~ revived~ the 
next Congress, we hope that members 0 th 
parties will look back at this lection ~ · od ~ 
and remember how easy it is t ch an · " 
office. · · 1 \ . 

\ 



j·."··· ... ~ ~;dfu~ Btock~';~~;~e tnquiry7 , · 
tf .~\R,~:!!·'J~.:.A.nsw'.er .. -10,~~Y,;;; ... 
·~~ On' 'Latest1 Probe 1Plea:.~:;, · 
~- ~ ·~ - i ~-,~. ' l • • ~ 1 ~ _1, b:J:J; 

J1.. By Jerry Oppenheimer,,: •. !,· national Union. to Fo~d f~r ,~is ,PRr~~-
7' WuhingtonStuStartWrlltr ' · SOnal Use. w ·' 
~ ~ With his probe of President Ford's Calhoon, who testified before · ~; •. 
~. \ congressional campaign finances f.ederal grand Jury last week, said hF·; 
~ '.. now cloSed, · Watergate Special "could not even_ ~peculate on· wp~1 i 
: , Prosecutor Charles Ruff was moving mad~ the allegations ~r what ~he ~I· :i 
} ) today toward "a decision on whether legations were. But I d sure hke to

1 
tr 

f· ~ to investigate reports that Ford help· find out, I wish I knew." , 
1 ~ :. ed block a 1972 congressional Water- Meanwhile, Charles H. Morin, 1he ' 

~ ~ gate inquiry at the behest . oI the , union's attorney, said last night he r 
\ ' Nixon White House. · had r,ceiv~d no. formal notl.fication

11
i 

1 1 In ~ telephone interview last night, from Ruffs office concerning the " 
t j Ruff ·said he had. not yet decided outcome of the investigation as It 
~ whether 'to b~gin the investigation relat,ed to t~e union. But based Qrt · 
· that was formally requested this Ruffs statement clearing the Presi''f 

· week by two House Democrats New dent, Morin said, "We have nothin& J, 

· York's Elizabeth Holtzman and' John more to be concerned about." ·.~~ 
Conyers Jr. of Michigan. · : Asked whether his investigation ~· 

But Ruff said he had "indic&ted
1
' also cleared the unions, Ruff referred ,1 

to them that he "would. attei;ipt" to to a portion of his stateme~t . tha1n· 
, respond to th~t~ request m writmg by said: "Nor did evidence dlsclosed.

1 ·,_ today, · a~,d 1111 try to keep that during the Inquiry . .' . give reason to 
1 schedule. However, the prosecutor believe that any other violation~ of 
1 said he would not make publlc ' his lawhadoccurred" ... , 1 · ! , .1.~; ~' 

decisJon, but would leave that to 1 • • ' 1 · , :. 
Holtzman and Conyers. Si~ce the investigation became 

; r Asked at his press conference last public In recen~ weeks, there have p 
< night whether he would oppose a re- been unsubstanttated reports that the . 
··. view of White House tapes and an In- source of the all~gations was a per· !} 
., 1 quiry into the matter by Ru((, Ford son close. to J1!"mY. Carter, the.,

1
r. 

;_ said, "that's 8 decision for the spe .. · Democratic pr_es1denh~I candidate; 
· > cial prosecutor to make. I have never A~ked about thtS last !''ght, ~uff de-
" at any time· .1

• J interfered with the , chned tog~ beyond his pubhc sta_te-~ 
!, ; judgment or ~he; decision of the spe.. ~ent that noted the investi~at10'!_~ 
1 

cial prosecutor and I wouldn't ·n this , reveale~ ~o ~pparent motive on the 
. (_case.'\~ 1 

•• 1 ' i ' I . . • part ,Of this md1v1dua.l to fabricate."VO ' 
; • Rep. Henry S. Reuss, D-W1s., 1 

chairman of the House Banking i · 
· Committee, has joined with Holtzman , · 
.. and Co,nyers ip calling for a probe by 
.. Ruff's officel into Ford's role In 
: blocking an · lnvestiga,tion by the 

.· Banking Committee into the launder- . 
. ' Ing of Waterg~te scandal money. 
•~ · · I t 

~ I .EMPHASIS. HAS BEEN add~d to 
.; Ford's role by former White House 
,, Counsel John Dean. He charged In a 
~ television interview on Wednesday 

that Ford, then the House minority 
• leader, met a number o( times in I 
') September and1 October of 1972 with J 
,, Richa_~d ~ook, who _was , the chief~ 
l Congresslorial lobbyist for the Nixon ·1 
J White House, to discuss investigation

1 "strategy. ·~ 
3 Dean claimed he wa~ under orders .· 
• to have Cook enlist Ford in the White 
/ House-1 effort to block the congres-c 
f sional . inquiry. But Cook, now a 
] lobbyist In private Industry, claims 
i that he never spoke with Ford about 
i the matter "despite John Dean'.s re­
·~ peated a~d ~rantic requests.": ~ 

, Asked last night to "set the record 
.,straight" regarding Dean's allega-

tions, Ford referred reporters to his 
h ice-presidential fOnfirmatlon testl-., · 
I mony. He said he "responded fully" j 

.• to questions about his role ' at that , 
' time and 11a majority of (Senate and .' 
t House ' Judiciary Committee) mem·! 
hers, after full Investigation, clime to '. · f the conclusion that there was no sub·) 

~~tance .to ~hys.e alleg~tions:: .·~ . ·, ~ 1 l 
;' Ford added that he did not believe ; 
I the Bllegations ' were "any moreJ 
i pertinent today than they were then, '. 
, and my,record was fully cleared at ; 
t thattime." I . 
,1 · In a follow-up question, Ford was • 
I asked specifically whether he tecol-1 
lected discussions with Cook. But the 
President reiterated, · without re­
sponding directly to the , question, 

1that the · matter was'"lully investi- -~ 
gated," and 'Tm not going to pass 

·judgment on what Mr. Dean now al-
leges/' ' ., '"" · 1 

In a telephone Interview last night, 
' J esse M. Calhoon, president of the. 
~Maritime Engineers Beneficial As-. 
:sociation (MEDA), said he was "re­
:iieved" by the outcome of the special ' 
,prosecutor's.pr.obe: ' · 

( TII~ :'·ALLEGAT;ONS, details of 
!which have not been made public, 
!were reported 'to have ·involved the 
-lunneling of campaign contributions • 
'~ ~m MEBA and the Seafarers Inter- 1, 

;; ~ ·~ " 
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POST, 10-1-6-76 

Probe of Ford Role in Blocking 
'72' Waiergate Inquiry Rejected 
. Watergate Spec i a 1 Prosecutor 
Charles F. Ruff yesterday rejected de- · 
mands by some members of Congress 
that he · investigate President Ford's 
role in blocking a 1972 House inquiry 
into the Watergate scandal. 

Ruff said there was no indication of 
criminal intent in the political maneu­
vering that took place between Capi­
tol Hill and aides of then-President 
NL..,.on. He also maintained that the 
question of whether Ford might have 
perjured himself about the matter dur­
ing his 1973 vice pre~identia1 confir­
mation hearings would be under the 
regular jurisdiction of the Justice De­
partment and not his office. . . 

Rep. Elizabeth · Holtzman (D-N.Y.), 
one of the House members who had 
called for an investigation, denounced 
Ruff's decision as "highly regrettable" 
and "inexcusable." . 

The new investigation · had been 
sought in light of recent assertions by 
former White House counsel John W. 
Dean III, who said Ford, then. House 
Minority Leader, had been in fre­
quent contact with White House aide 
Richard Cook about stopping the 1972 
probe. _. 

Under questioning at his confirma­
tion hearings in the fall of 1973, Ford 
insisted that he opposed the abortive 
investigation on his own and said re­
peatedly that he coUld not recall dis­
cussing the issue with anyone from 
the White House. . 

The short-lived investigation into 
the laundering of funds for the Water- 1 

"ate burglars was conducted by the 
;taff of the House Banking Committee -
under Chairman Wrjghtf Et,tman (D­
Tex.), but it was ssiue1chea . Get. 3, 
1972 by a formal co mittee vot~ 20 
to 15. Fourteen epublicans and six 
Democrats killed he investigat· by 
denying it the equislte s Pl:> 

Ruff said Watergate prosecutors in 
charge of the cover-up investigation 
had given "some consideration to the 
implications of White House efforts to 
prevent the issuance of subpoenas by 
the committee" but determined that 
there was insufficient evidence ot 
criminal intent. · · · . 

Meanwhile, former Watergate ·Spe­
cial Prosecutor Leon Jaworski said 
yesterday in Atlanta that Dean with­
held from his staff allegations that 
Ford, as Minority Leader in 1972, dis­
cussed 'blocking the investigation at 
the behest of a lobbyist for Nixon. 

Jaworski said he is concerned that 
Dean waited until Wednesday to dis­
close information that Jaworski said 
should have been given to him under 
Dean's plea-bargaining deal with the 
prosecution. 

"What bothers me is, why hold a 
matter of this kind for several years?" 
Jaworski asked. "Especially when the 
man [Ford] is nominated for Vice 
President, succeeds to the presidency 
and it's still withheld. And then here 
shortly before the election it comes 
~ut ... " 
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.- /~~7/;tt- Mr. Ford on Watergate 

All Americans can greet with relief the announcement 
by Charles F. Ruff, the Watergate special prosecutor, 
that he has · found no evidence ' that President Ford 
diverted campaign contributions to his private use. 
Revelations of any financial irregularity would have 
been a stunning blow to a country still recovering from 
the forced resignations of President Nixon and Vice 
President Agnew. If the matter had been left unresolved, 
it would have cast a distorting shadow over the election. 

Since the President's financial 'probity has been 
reaffirmed, it is unfortunate that Mr. Ford failed to 
dispose straightforwardly of another piece of Watergate 
debris that continues to clutter the political scene. 
That was his successful effort to organize Republicans 
and Southern Democrats on the House Banking Com­
mittee to block that committee's investigation o.f · 
Watergate in September 1972 . . 

·~· 

At the behest of Mr. Ford, who was then House 
minority leader, the conservative coalition on the com­
mittee voted to deny the committee chainrian-the late 
Wright Patman of Texas-the power to subpoena wit­
nesses and documents, thereby effectively blocking the 
inquiry. It was not until 1973, when the Presidential 
election was safely past, that the Senate voted to conduct 
its inquiry under the chairmanship of Senator Sam Ervin. 

Mr. Ford was first questioned about his role in that 
partisan blocking maneuver during his hearings for con­
firmation as Vice President in the fall of 1973. He said 
then that "to the best of his recollection" he had not 
talked to anyone in the White House about blocking the 
Patman committee investigation. -

Since those confir,mation hearings, however, the Nixon 
tapes have become available. On one of them, Mr. Nixon 
was heard telling his top aides to. order Mr. Ford to 
head off the Patman investigation. Moreover, former 
White House counsel ,John W. Dean has written in his 
forthcoming book that Richard Cook, then in charge 

of liaison with House Republicans for the White House, 
was in touch with Mr. Ford a half-dozen times concern-
ing the Patman matter . . - ,,. ·, ; ;·- :': · · ~ 

At his news conference on Thursday evening, - Mr. 
Ford was asked whether he had talked with Mr. Cook 
on Watergate at that time. Later, another reporter asked 
if-in the light of the Nixon tapes and Mr. Dean's book, 
both o.f which contradict his 1973 testimony..'.._Mr. Ford 
had any _better _recollection _than ·he had had in 1973. __ 

l:ee :a~e~;:_~fe~}~~~~.f~~~~ ~~~-;~~~;_°.iat~~~t~:~: J%-· -~ l' 
.his confirmation. 'f 

This lack of candor allows the issue of Mr. Ford's ·, 
unwitting involvement in the early stages -of the Water- . ;j 
gate cover-up to linger unresolved. It would have been 1} 
both accurate and refreshing if Mr. Ford had acknowl- 1 
edged that, of course, he helped kill the Banking . 

., ComiriiUee investigation. ·At that time, · he must reason" - 4-
ably have· assumed that he was performing no more i 
than a partisan errand for the White House such as floor . 
leaders of both parties in Congress routinely perform, 
especially during a political campaign. He p·resumably 

.-• -had no reason then to believe that the small fire he was 
putting out was actually a roaring forest fire that would 
eventually consume Mr. Nixon, his former Attorney 
General, and the most important 'members of his White 
House . entourage. -

President Ford's serious mistake in the whole Water­
gate affair was -not his relatively minor intervention 
in the early stages but his ultimate decision to pardon 
Mr. · Nixon without obtaining either a legal judgment 
of his guilt or a full, frank confession. That reckless 
disregard of the principle of equality before the law 
will always haunt Mr. Ford's record. By refusing to 
a·~knowledge that he acted at Mr. Nixon's behest in 

· sabotaging the first proposed investigation of Watergate, 
Mr. Ford only succeeds in keeping Watergate alive in 
the .public mind. 

__ _,.,,,, 

'-
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PM-WATERGATE 1STLD-PICKUP2NDGRAF A035 10-19 
BY WESLEY G. PIPPERT 

• ·• .... .WASHINGTON <UPI) -- REP. ELIZABETH HOLTZMAN TOLD ATTORNEY GENERAL 
EDWARD LEVI TODAY THAT WHETHER PRESIDENT FORD TESTIFIED TRUTHFULLY 

. ABOUT WATERGATE IN 1973 OUGHT TO BE SETTLED BEFORE THE ELECTION. 
"IF ~JR. FORD IS INNOCENT, HE IS ENTITLED TO HA VE HIS NAtlE CLEAR ED 

BY A CREDIBLE AGENCY,:'. SAID THE NEVI YORK DE!>JOCRA T IN A LETT ER · TO 
LEVI. 

"IF, ON THE OTHER HAND, CRIMINAL CHARGES ARE JUSTIFIED, THE PEOPLE 
ARE ENTITLED TO KNOW THAT SUCH CHARGES ARE NOT THE RESULT OF 
PARTISANSHIP." . 

MISS KOLTZMAN,· A MEMaER OF THE HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE WHICH .: · : . 
PASSED ARTICLES OF IMPEACHMENT AGAINST PRESIDENT RICHARD M. NIXON, 
URGEP THAT WATERGATE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR CHARLES F.C. RUFF INVESTIGATE 
ALLEGATIONS . THAT FORD TRIE·n TO HALT THE WATERGATE INVESTIGATION AT 
THE BEHEST OF THE Nii ON WHITE HOUSE. . 

ACCORDING TO THE WHITE HOUSE TAPES, NIXON AND WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL 
JOHN W. DEAN Ill TALKED ON SEPT. 15, 1972, ABOUT HAVING THEN-HOUSE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER FORD INTERVENE TO THE PATMAN INVESTIGATION. DEAN 
SAID RECENTLY THAT WHITE HOUSE AIDE DIC K COO K WAS WOR KI NG WITH FOR D 
ON THE MATTER AT ·THE TIME. 

FORD TESTIFIED AT HIS VICE. PRESIDENTIAL HEARINGS NOV. 5, 1973, 
THAT HE HAD TRIED TO PREVENT THE INVESTIGATION. BUT HE SAID HE HAD NO 
RECOLLECTION OF CONVERSATIONS WITH THE WHITE HOUSE ABOUT IT • 
.. . AL A . NEW.$ . CONFEREN~E .. ~A ST .. . WEF,:K, .fqRD j-1ERELY C lT ED H lS 19 7 3 _,. . . TESTit-'lONY. . ·. . . . . . - ·' " ... -· . .. ,, .. 

RUFF .HAS SAID "THERE WAS INSUFFICIEENT LI KELIHOOD" THAT FORD'S 
.... . - -CEFFORTS COULD· BE· ··ESTABLISHED ·AS OBSTRUCTION OF -JUSTICE. BUT HE SAID 

THE TRUTHFULNESS OF FORD'S TESTIMONY ON WHETHER HE WORKED WITH THE 
WHITE HOUSE WAS A MATTER FOR THE JUSTlCE DEPARTMENT. 

"IF GERALD FORD LIED UNDER OATH IN ORDER TO CONCEAL RICHARD 
~IXON'S DIRECT ORDERS -THAT HE BLOCK· THE PATMAN - INVEST1GATION, HIS . . 
ACTION SERVED TO HIDE MR. NIXON'S COMHANDING ROLE IN THE COVER-UP 

•.· .• : .. ~.·'= ,·. ·· ~ CONSf>IRA-CY·,-"·;".Ml-SS··· H-©LT2MAW·~SAID ·;; .. , .. · .. r_, ·.·:- .-.. <':.·,_.,, .. _,;.:,-- "~.: -:.· -·:· '":~ ··:' _:.-·-•; · ... ,.,, >'' ·:.:. · ·. ·.·· .;_ 
. "THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR'S JURISDICTION OVER ANY OFFENSE COMMITTED 

BY .MR. FORD IN THIS REGARD IS MANDATORY," SHE SAID. 
~ .·- .. · ... .. MIS.S _HO~~~~A_N SAI.D RUFF ,_ NEED_ ONLY INTERVIEW DEAN, COOK, FORMER 

WHITE HOus·E C1UEF ·oF' ·s-TAFF " H '~R ·. ·· "'BOB" ~ HALDEMAN AND . FORMER WHITE. 
HOOUSE CONGRESSIONAL. LIAISON WILLIAN TIMMONS AND REVIEW TAPES, NOTEE 
AND OTHER EVIDENCE RELATING TO THE PERIOD BETWEEN SEPT. 15 , 197 2, AND 
THE ELECTION • 

. "THES,E STEPS ,_ CAN BE TAKEN_ WELL _BEFORE NOV. 2," SHE SAID. "S·irlLURE 
TO INVESTIGATE THIS MATTER WOULD LEAVE A CLOUD HANGING OVE :,'l! IiE""" ~ · 
ELE.CT ION." . (~ ~\ 

TWO REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF THE SENATE WATERGATE CONMITTEE EFEND ·1 

FORD MONDAY. ' ~ 
PICKUP 2NDGRAF: SENS. HOWARD, AND DELETE LA ST FOUR GRA FS B ' : " 

ACCORDING TO 
UPI lJ-19 l0:35 AED 
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PM~WATERGATE 10-19 

BY· WES LEY G. PIPPERT 

• 

WASHINGTON CUP!> -- TWO REPUBLICAN MEMBERS OF THE SENATE WATERGATE 

COMMITTEE SUPPORT PRESIDENT FORD AGAINST CHARGES HE ACTED AT THE 

NIXON WHITE HOUSE'S BEHEST IN TRYING TO PREVENT A WATERGATE 

INVESTIGATION DURING THE 1972 CAMPAIGN. . 

SENS. HOWARD H. BAKER JR., THE VICE CHAIRMAN, AND LOWELL P. 

WEICKER JR., REACTED SHARPLY TO WATERGATE QUESTIONS MONDAY AT A WHITE 

HOUSE NEWS BRIEFING CALLED TO DISCUSS THE CURRENT CAMPAIGN. 

BAKER CITE:D FORD'S OWN _STATEMENTS ABOUT EFFORTS _TO BLOCK AN 

INVESTIGATION BY THEN REP~ WRIGHT PATMAN, CHAIRMAN . OF THE .. HOUSE 

- · BANKING COMMITTEE. . 

"1 - ·.· :. ·. "I KNOW I HA VE NO· EV:I DENCE THAT · HE C FORD.) DID," BAKER ADDED. 

I .. ~ 

... : · .. 

··; .. \. 
I 

BAKER SAID THE CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION INTO THE WATERGATE 

AFFAIR -- WHICH PUT FORD INTO THE WHITE HOUSE -- WAS THE MOST 

THOROUGH IN HISTORY. THE TENNESSEE REPUBLICAN ?RESUMA3LY WAS 

REFERRING TO THE 1973-74 SENATE INVESTIGATION SINCE THE PATMAN 

INQUIRY NEVER GOT OFF THE GROUND. 
"I'M SAYING JERRY FORD HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH BLOCKING THAT 

INVESTIGATION;" BAKER SAID. . . . .. 

FORMER ·sEN. SAM ERVIN, WATERGATE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, SAID Tw·o DAYS 

AGO THERE WAS "NO QUESTION" THAT FORD BLOCKED THE HOUSE PROBE. ~HE 

DID . I~ ON _A PARTISAN BASIS," ERVIN TQLD STATION WSOC OF CHARLOTTE, 

N.C. . . . . . .. . . . . ~ 

"I VERY MUCH RESENT IMPLICATIONS," WEICKER SAID, "THAT THERE IS 

SOME STORY CABOUT WATERGATE) THAT HASN'T BEEN TOLD. I KNOW THE 

AMERICAN PEOPLE HAVE THE TRUTH." 

ACCORDING .to THk WHITE HOUSE TAPES, RICHARD M. NI <ON AND WHITE 

HOUSE COUNSEL JOHN W. DEAN III TALKED ON SEPT. 15 7 19 72, ABOUT HAVING 

-i FORD INTERVENE. TO STOP THE PATMAN INVESTIGATION. DEAN SAID WHITE 

; HOUSE AIDE DICK COOK WAS WORKING ON IT. . · · · · . 

\.~-:~:<· ·.· ·· .. :''' . .:-:.···· ·FORD ,'TEST1f.J . .£D.:.AJ. ... Hl-S ... .vrc ~ PRESIDENTIAL HEAR ING s NOV. 5' 19 7 3' 

THAT HE HAD WORKED. ·To PREVENT .. Tl-H: .. !N.vtstrGAT'I ON'.> BUT ·HE<'· S·AI D ··H-E.·-HAD. ... 

NO RECOLLECTION OF CONVERSATIONS WITH THE WHITE HOUSE ABOUT IT. 

;:.:::~:-:-'· . .- ... , . DEAN SAID SEVERAL DAYS AGO THAT FORD HAD SI:< CONVERSATIONS WITH 

· caoK~ .!\°Bout" THE --rNtTEs-TrGATioN • · ·AT:· .. ,Hrs - NEW~ .coN~t;RENC_E. J..AS.T . w_EEK, .JORP. 

~1ERELY CITED HIS 1973 TESTIMONY. · . . ·. . . - . : ... 

SPECIAL WATERGATE PROSECUTOR CHARLES F.C. RUFF SAID ."THERE WAS 

INSUFFICIENT LIKELIHOOD" THAT FORD'S EFFORTS COULD BE ESTABLISHED AS 

OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE. BUT HE SAID THE TRUTHFULNESS OF FORD'S 

TESTIMONY ~As · A MATTER FOR THE JUSTICE .DEPARTMENT. 

UPI 10-19 03:45 AED 
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John Dean, former counsel to Presi- ;,. 
dent Richard M. Nixon, is credited with 11 
shedding much light ' on tho internal , ' 
worl<ings of the White HOU'8 during the ,I' 
period of tho W,otergote cover-up. For /' 

~ his role in those.octivities, Deon served .d 
. four •months in prison. Most recently, -u-i 

l. Dean has sti~ new controversy with ~l\ 
1 his reporting Of Earl Butz's humor Oncf l' 

with aUegotions' in his book, "Blind ; 
Ambition: that Gerald Ford may hove 01" 

1. had a role in 'limiting coftgressionol i~, 
\ quiry into Watergate: Dean ~as' inter.;1' 

viewed by Washington Star Stoll Writer'"~ 
Ned Schorll.'~J~;,~~l)l/~jl'f',1 ~~;,;~t•~' 

' Question; You've been Involved In • 
tM fall of a goremment, a Cabinet..'~ 
member and now' the troubling of,, 

, another president. ·What do you see/11. 
as yoorltf!]e In alltblsl1,Yo~ ... '1 w ~'»h 

) . · i,J \NC'f ~~ J' t' ... •l)• 1!">'7'\"{t"\Nt 
. Dean: 'Well, I •l!on't thillk that my,,,_, 
testimony or mJ writings have really'' ·. 
been the cause of 'l~nybody ,falling 'i 
from Office. l'.tbl,nt~bave fallen _,­
for the~ own 1-easorui, All I have done·~ 1 

• Is to report what J know to be true::·~ · 
' Now, in the caie"Dt the'te&tlmon ' 
· with the Nixon admlnlstration, I ,bad· 
. two options; One Was to lie'; 'one wu...,.' 
l•to tell the truth.,Tbat .was &;M-<>ptlon ~1 
!·eltuatien for mi!l' Wltb,regaid,to -tbel 
f Rolling Stone artlcle, I chose not• to 
i name Butz ID writing that !,>leCe, be-

cause I certain!!' wilim. 't out, to cause., •. 
Mr. Butz any trouble- His• remarks i .. ere totally Inappropriate under the . • 

t circumstancel that be made tbem,r.i'I 
' and for thah·dson'.l ' thooght theyq 
! were worthy of·reporting.- Wlth .re-' 
I gard to the book,' agairi it's· a ·report.:1 
\ of what I know to' be the facta.-Tliere' I was certainly no ah11 :to cause any~ 

body BDY problem, )>I.it rath~ simply. 
• to fill the narrative out aa.1 recalled;, 
, and knew the story to be. So I don't f look upon myself as out to cause.any,~ I body. any problem,":> and I'm juati;j 

letting the the.truth emerge ! forwbatit .·15""~ .\"" ::~·': \! · .. .,,.. . • .. -t, ~" ',, :. ~p~,..., :I '{ __ .... 1t.:~~: .... 1 
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A-8 : The Washington Siar Tuesday, October 19, 1976 

--.... DEAN 
i. Continued Fro.,; A·l 

Q: You claim that White House 
lobbyist Richard Cook went to Ford 

.<and asked him to block the Water­
. gate investigation. Ford has said that 
he opposed• the investigation but not euse the White House asked him 

Who's te~ the truth here? 

I certainly know that I'm.telling 
truth_· There's no doubt in my 

t;nind. I can't think of _any person who 
)as less motive to he than myself. 
!the one thing that I feel I have to 
~Id on to is the truth. I have no mo­
!ti.ve to lie- I think that the way the 
il:iuestlon may someday be resolved is :!f the tapes are ever played_ I don't · 
>Prow whether it's on the tapes or not 
fiiut there's a good chance, given the .. JOHN DE~ .. f way that things goi reported back to . , , What I Know to :ri;ue :.:.'. llhe president, there's going to be a • . . , 
'feference on the tape to what hap- " A: I thillk it was a culmtna~on of 

' · "· r. Nixon years. One of the assignments 
1 Q: What do you think the chances _I had, for example, in the days of the [

ned. . I • '_ i ' trends that came together m the . 

e that Ford could have been involv· cover~up was to look back over -. in the conspiracy to cover-up r preceding presidencies and see what -~ ., 
atergate _wittingly or unjVitting' .. had happened; to see if there wasn't , :) 

y? ,,.~i_· • .. ·V· y . . /1 
some dirt back there that we could !'.,_·· 

- 1 " .. -. · , • use to make Watergate look better. I A: I don't think there's any chance . looked around and indeed I f~und , 
t Ford was wittingly involved in a some hanky-panky in past pres1den· ' > 
spiracy to cover up WaterJate. I '·: cies, particularly the use of the ~Bl ".::;. 1· t · that certainly he :wasn't privy for political purpo~es. Bu! de.spite '-' -~- '} 

[

the kind of knowledge as to the de- r everything I could fmd, taking 1t col- ~- ·' 
ree of problems .l.nsid.e t .. b. e White.i'..' lectively, it didn't make Water.gate ... '.~-\.· J_: · ouse·• ; •. · ... ~" · · · ··· · ~ ~- · • look good_ As I look back, it seems _ _ 

• ~. \ · ·: ··T * ·~ ·' .'' · ~1 ~\'. ', . / there was a trend that was growing , 
, Q:Andwi,!Vlttingly] ; ;;;\. -, ; todo.thi.Skindofthing;itve:rmuch l, ~ • 11· · ·.~11t.:, ·t:J;I'-'\ • ~~ .1 ; culmmated in the Nixon presidency. I , ~-· ~ 
I A! ' Involved in' 'the Watergate \. think ii \9as stopped with.the revels- · •. ~, .. ::.· ·-;,~,·; 1 ver-up? No.' I couldn't define the tions of what happened, ~e \he tree · _ .. l~atergate cover-up to include Ger- ., that bas been topped and) 1sn t gomg."'J " .. 
1 Id Ford's actions: ·Wh:>I Fo_rd did to grow iln~ore. · .'.' .. lt.,_l. . · . l .': z. ' as to help block an mvestigat1on · ; · · · :f r- ; !~hat was very troublesome to the .} .Q: Does the President of the ·.: 
j~te House. Now that was what a .. [,!ni!«.fSl:(!tesh~~et';"'m_uchpower? ~ 1 
fininority leader was for. to.help the t ' . ~ - 1 :.,1.•1 ' ~ • }. '"· 

i
te House. He didn't know the de- :. A: No I don't think so. A lot of his,, ·(,) 
e of the problems in the Whi~e pow~r is~ ~e constitutional grants -: ... ~ · ~ ouse. This was just an embarrass· but tn addillon to that there Is what 
nt before the eiection. It would you could call 'the power of expecta•,' [ 
e made a Jot of political noise and , lions.'.'. People think he can do every• ." 
g;an unplea•~ situation. I'm . tbingandwant ·bilntodoeverytbing.

1 
! 

ure he had no Ide~ wh~t thaFln~esti- . When they look lo Washington they . 
· ·· ation might stumble into _il indeed it look to one man. In j'eality that's a .. ~:. ~ 

ot started and went any degree of ,! false power 'becauSe he can't dc>1. j• ,~, 
e distance it was later to travel. · · ; everything. That's one of the things . • ·-.· ·; ;•· "'~lii;. ' !.*""•-.-·f'' '·\ that Watergate bas taught us is that ~--

: Q: You · · then '· presidents are j_ust like any otherr ~ ·:.; as t~ ';-;.- y ,·'.f~· ,·;, ··\ hwnan be~g. They have the same ~ 
-~· ·~. ':': ,. 1..· frailities, ' they have r the same./- i 
A: t think It was political . . That's .__' strengths and weaknesss. The fact ~ '·f 
hy I don't understand why he's \, that they step into that Oval Office >· -
dging on what he did do or didn't 'really doesn't change anything. They -< t !_­

o. He could just ~!'it to sleeP. when .,,,still have the same problems that &DY. 
tfU"Stcameup. '-;,oi\ _,. .. " .-, ·.- '~:-·· otbermanoouldbave., °\ 4.-r, f. : ( • 1 ~·· , , ~~_if~' !1~ .,.,·~~~: ' · '·(. . ~1 "\..~·!'. ·;;. 

Q: What was the White House vi~w ,,:,' 9: · Yo~ sense a _big diffe~pre, in ,• 

o~i:J?nGtti~~~ ~:t~ ,; ~'.~l~ti~n~p~? . •, '•'' t} 
. A: I thirui Iha~ F~rd 'w"J always ; • A: I don't . ihlnk a!'y ca~didate ·i~ > 

viewed as a guy who would do the - w~uld conceivably r~k domg the r {c 
'te House's bidding when· he was things that werF done 1:Il the Water· ·) :., 

in the Congre,s.-He took· th~ White ~ .. g~t~. ~.Y:~··; .. ~! ~ . \: ~ .... ·. · ,: ~: ?:" 1:.',~.,' 
ouse line on matte. rs of, policy . . He~" " ~. , ·" ,.,_ .. ., . ,\» . · ~ . 

was a g~ frien4<~D .lh~•JI!!I to !her'· Q:~AnJ'~~t' iVa;ergat~'remaias ~- ~ ,,-ixonWhiteH~·1 ·~ ~~~ : , ·:' issue? _,l'. \ .·~ .. 1" .~~....,~ . 
?' . "" 'S' ~.i' . . 't Q : Are ·th~re snY other jnstances .. , .. _· ::'J.c i ft ., __ r- '"' ••. · ,' · ~:· ~,~~-~~j );"'. ~ 

beside the Richard Cook-one w/lerehe A: From my own e"J"'rience, Pee>- ~ 
F~l!'if~Ui~vq.~jll.~Jtc4l ,~·;, -~·pie are slill looking tot some of the t;, . ' . "-· · . ~. '""" •· r-_,...·· ';,-~:<"> ..j;~, · '

1 

• answers and explarlations and want ~ .'.i 
A: I kno~ th~t Ford sent a Jette~ lo · 10 know what happened In those ' 

all the mmor1ty members urging years. That's one of the reasons I }". ~ 
them to vote (against the Palma!\ wrote the kind of book that I did, ~ .~ 
hearings). I've never seen the letter which Is certainly not fl rehash of ·'·· " and I suspect that none of that com-' ,..Watergate but hopefully a new per­
rilittee is anxious to talk about those spective to see how the personalities 

t . ' days now because it could affect interworked. That was very much a 
tbei~ own election. I know that be pru:t of explaining what happened . .-·~, sent a telegram to the speaker after · · · i _..., i ·~1 

the Patman investigation was block- ' Q: How much will we ever knQw? ,• ed demanding that all of Patman's . ' . • • · :, ' 
staff be fired. So he did expend some A: There was a fascinating article / 
extra energy. I don't know if these written by one of my editors on the 
have been reported or not. (Cl"!'k) ' fact that the CIA handled congres-; 
Mollenhoff reports an interesting• ,sional committees so well that they 

1 conversation with Margaret Heckler really didn't get anything when 'they l 
CR-Mass. ) , which apparently hap- •f started looking into the CIA. That's I 
pened right at the time of the block- very much what did happen,' the ~ 

l
ing of the hearings in which he is investigations went so far and just ·• 
trying to persuade Marg.are! f!eck!er stopped. In regard to the Nixon presi- l 
not to vote to block the mvestigatlon dency they went well into Watergate ·i 

l
and Mrs. Heckler is saying that she's and r~ally had a mandate to go no . 
talked to Ford and Ford has !alked to further: These other things have , the White House and there is assll!"- come out. I don't know what all there 11 Janee that there's no p~o.blem and this could be on the tapes that might.'! 

Jis nothing b.ut a polillcal move by comeoutsomeday,lhavenoidea. /' tPatrnan. '· .. , ' · 1'• ...,._ ~ 
' Q: How is it that the Nixon White ·Q: When you look back at Water- ,House can't escape that kind of 

gate, do you see it a~ an nbetTation i!J scrutiny and the CIA.can?,,_ ~ ~ , the American presidency or was 1t . 
part of an inescapable trend which 'A: Well,· maybe the CIA was more 
we're going to have with us forever? clever than the Nixon White House. 

'•' 
~; \. ,, 
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~~ 
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Cook Says He Chose to Ignore Dean'S Order 

Ai ve ta 0 
By Jerry Oppenheimer 

Washington Star Stall Writer 

Richard K. Cook, former chief 
Hcuse lobbyist for former President 
Richard M. Nixon, said last night he 
chose not to follow John Dean's 1972 
instructions to enlist Gerald Ford, 
then House Minority Leader, in an 
effort to block a congressional in· 
quiry into Watergate because it 
would have been "clumsy, misinter· 
preted and bad tactics." 

Cook, in response to Dean's allega· 
tion that Cook recruited Ford to heli;i 
block the inquiry by the House Bank· 
ing and Currency Committee, 
declared that "there was never a 
meeting or a phone call with Ford on 
this issue." 

Cook asserted that if he had been a 
member of the committee at the time 
and was approached by Ford about 
blocking what was then planned as 
Congress' first probe into Watergate, 
"I would have concluded that the 
White House was extremely 
worried." 

Cook said he had no reason to feel 
that way at the time and that's why 
he never talked to Ford about the 
problem. 

Rep. John Conyers Jr. of Michigan 
said through a spokesman last night 
that Levi's decision is "somewhat of 
a stonewall." He called on Ford to 
release tapes that both Conyers and 
Holtzman believe would show conclu­
sively whether Ford was telling the 
truth when he said he acted on his on 
in blocking the inquiry. 

NOW A LOBBYIST in private 
industry, Cook described his reasons 
for not approaching Ford on the Pat· 
man inquiry as being "rather subtle 
and complex." . 

"I knew the style of Ford's leader· 
ship," he said. "I felt and still do that 
he would have deeply resented hear­
ing from me on something of this 
nature. Had I gone to the minority 
leader with this," his role in the af· 
fair and the stature he had in the 
House ·~might have indicated there 
was something to it." 

Cook recalled many occasions at 
the White House when Dean and 
others "suggeste.d solutions to prob­
lems ·that were inappropriate, 
clumsy ar.d totally wrong." He said 
Dean's suggestion to enlist Ford in 
the White House strategy to block the 
committee investigation .was an 
example. WHILE HE NOW FEELS such an ·"But I wouldn't bother to argue investigation could have led to the them down," Cook declared. "I'd Oval Office, Cook contended in an proceed on my coursl:, the one I interview with The Star that at the thought was proper." 

time, "I didn't think this matter was The course Cook took in this case, of hyper-importance other than what he disclosed, was to go to two mem-1 heard from John Dean." ' hers "whose influence and ·trust was Dean's allegation sparked requests ' 
by two House Democrats for either a ' earned on both sides of the aisle" and Justice Department investigation or arrange for them to meet with Dean a probe by the Watergate special and Maurice Stans, the former Com­prosecutor, and late yesterday after· merce secretary. Cook declined to noon, Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi an· name the two individuals but said nounced that he had decided against that at the meeting, "I looked Dean such a probe after concluding that in the eye and told him to tell these "there is no credible evidence, new people the truth." ' or old, making appropriate the initi· 
at ion of a further investigation." 
. One of the House members who 

asked Levi for the investigation, 
Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman of New 
York, charged last night his decision 
is "irresponsible and smacks of. a 
new cover-up." 

She added, "If the attorney gener· 
al believes that the President, who 
appointed him is innocent, why is he 
afraid to investigate the allega· I .. :,::,~, 

HE SAID DEAN told them there 
was no truth to the Watergate alle­
gations the committee sought to take 
up. "That was the last. overt act I 
took to influence that committee," 
Cook said. "I took every prudent 
course to ensure that I was not mis­
leading the members of this commit­
tee." 

These were the most detailed com­
ments Cook has made publicly in the 
controversy over whether Ford acted 
on his own in helping to block the 
committee probe, as Ford testified 
during his vice-presidential confir-
mation hearings in 1973. The whole 
issue surfaced again after Dean 
made his allegation recently while 
publicizing his new book. 

Levi, in announcing his decision 
against a new probe late yesterday 
afternoon, said it was based on a 
careful review of past testimony and 
recent statements by Dean, Ford's 
testimony during his vice-presiden­
tial 9onfirmation hearings, and dcni· 
als of Dean's charges by Cook and 
William Timmons, his White House 
congressional liaison colleague. 

Levi said that the Justice Depart· 
ment, in reaching the decision not to 
investigate, also "considered the 
times and circumstances" under 
which the Dean allegations and 
related statements have been made. 
This was an apparent reference to 
the closeness of the presidential elec­
tion and the recent publication of 
Dean's new book, which he has been 
publicizing on TV talk shows and in 
newspaper interviews. 

LEVI ALSO NOTED that Justice 
lawyers "had checked" with former 
Watergate Special Prosecutor Leon 
Jaworski "as to what statements 
were made to him in the course of his 
investigation," 

In a statement released at the Jus­
tice Department, Levi said, "A fur­
ther investigation would be justified 
only if there were credible evidence 
suggesting that any person while 
under oath and with requisite crimi­
nal intent, misstated material facts." 

He said the department's position 
was similiar to that taken by \Vater­
gate Special Prosecutor Charles Ruff 
that there was no new evidence re­
garding Ford to justify an investiga­
tion or to review White House tapes . 

At his press conference yesterday, 
Ford again denied ever having been 
influenced by the White House ,. f 0 Ii(, 
block the investigation. <) 
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tX:N1xoif'l\lae:' Never Contacted Ford 

RICHARD K. COOK 
'Subt~e and complex' reasons 

By J ei'ry Oppenheimer 
Wa!hlngtonStarSt.affWritcr 

Richard K. Cook, former chief 
House lobbyist for former President 
Richard M. Nixon, said last night he 
chose not to follow John Dean's 1972 
instructions to enlist Gerald Ford, 
then House Minority Leader, in an 
effort to block a congressional in­
quiry into Watergate because it 
would have been "clumsy, misinter- · 
preted and bad tactics." 
. Cook, in response to Dean's allega­

hon that Cook recruited Ford to help 
block the inquiry by the House Bank­
mg and Currency Committee, 
declared that "there was never a 
meeting or a phone call with Ford on 
this issue." 

Cook asserted that if he had been a 
member or the committee at the time 
and was approached by Ford about 
blocking what was then planned as . 
Congress' first probe into Watergate 
"I would have concluded that th~ 
~o~~~=d.'~ouse was extremely 

Cook said he had no reason to reel 
that way at the time and that's why 
he never talked to Ford about the 
problem. 

earned on bOth sides of the aisle" and 
arrange for them to meet with Dean 
and Maurice Stans, the former Com­

. merce secretary.~~Cook declined to 
name the two individuals but said 
~hat at the meeting, "I looked Dean 
m the eye and told him to tell these 
people the truth." 

HE SAID DEAN told them there 
was no truth to the Watergate alle­
gations the committee sought to take 
up. "That was the last. overt act I 
took to influence that committee " 
Cook said. "I took every prude~t 
course to ensure that I was not mis· 
leading the members or this commit· 
tee." 1 

These were the most detailed com· 
ments Cook has made publicly in the 
controversy over whether Ford acted 
on his own in helping to block the 
committee probe, as Ford testified 
during his vice·presidcntial conrir· 
~ation hearings in 1973. The whole 
issue surfaced again after Dean 
made his allegation recently while 
publicizing his new book. 

Levi, in announcing his decision 
against a new probe late yesterday 
afternoon, said it was based on a, 
careful review of past testimony and . 

WHILE HE NOW FEELS such an . recent statem~nts by ~ean, Ford's 1 
investigation could have led tO the . t~stlmon_y . du~mg hts v1ce-presiden·. 
Oval Office, Cook contended in an trnl confirmat10n hearings, and deni- I 
interview with The Star that at the als of Dean's charges by Cook and 1 
time, "I didn't think this matter was William Timmons, his White House J 
of hyper·importance other than what congressional liaison colleague. 
I heard from John Dean." Levi said that the Justice Depart- '. 
De~n·s allegation sparked requests ment, in reaching the decision not to 1 

by two House Democrats for either a investigate, also "considered the· ,~ 
Justice Department investigation or times and circumstances" under 
a probe by the Watergate special ·which the Dean allegations and 
prosecutor, and late yesterday after· · , related statements have been made. 
noon, Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi an- This was an apparent reference to 
nounced that he had decided against . the closeness of the presidential elec­
~.uch a .probe after concluding that lion and the recent publication of 

there JS no credible evidence new Dean's new book, which he has been ! 
or old, making appropriate the' initi· • publicizing on TV talk shows and in .'j 
ation of a further investigation." newspaper interviews. 

LEVI ALSO NOTED. that Justice J 
lawyers "had checked'' with former 
Watergate Special Prosecutor Leon· 
Jaworski .. as to what statements 
were made to him in the course of his 

One of the House members who 
asked Levi for the investigation 
Rep. Elizabeth Holtzman ·of NeV: 
York, charged last night his decision 
is "irresponsible and smacks of a 
new cover-up." , , 

She added; "If the attorney gener­
al believes that the President, who 
appointed him is innocent, why is he 
~i~:~~ .. to invest~~ate the allega-

Rep. John Conyers Jr. of Michigan 
said through a spokesman last night 
that Levi 's decision is "somewhat of 
a stonewall." He called on Ford to 
release tapes that both Conyers and · 
Holtzman believe would show conclu­
sively whether Ford was telling the 
truth when he said he acted on his on· 

investigation." . ·.~ 
In a statement released at the Jus-, 

tice Department, Levi said, "A fur­
ther investigation would be justified . 
only if there were credible evidence ·

1 

suggesting tha~ any person while 
under oath and with requisite criml- ' 
nal intent, misstated material facts.'' 

in blocking the inquiry. · 

He said the department's position 
was similiar to that taken by Water­
gate Special Prosecutor Charles Ruff 
that there was rio new evidence re· 
g_arding Ford to justify an Investiga­
tion or to review White House tapes. '" 

· At his ~ress conference yesterday,· 
!'ord again denied ever having been 
influenced by the White House to 
block the investigation. 

. NOW A LOBBYIST in private 
industry, Cook described his reasons 
for not approaching Ford on the Pat­
man inquiry as being "rather subtle 
and complex." COOK QUESTIONED the timing 

1 '1 knew the style of Ford's leader· ~ o~ Dean's allegations, and he criti· 1 

ship," he said. "I felt and still do that CIZed the news media for Its handling ; 
he would have deeply resented hear- of. them. "It boggles my mind to 
ing from me on something of this thmk that several hundred people on · 
nature. Had I gone to the minorit four standing committees or the 
leader with this," his role in the al Ho~se and Senate have conspired or 
lair and the stature he had in the acc1dent~lly stumbled into a conspir­
House · ~might have indicated there acy of silence for two years until a 
was something to it." book is published. But nobody raises 

Cook recalled many occasions at tha~ question. Everybody wants to 
the White House when Dean and believe Dean, including the press." ' 
others "suggeste.d solutions to prob- Cook ~?n~ende~ that while he now 
lems that were inappropriate has a stigma attached to his . 
clumsy and totally wrong." He said na;ne. Dean is a "national hero!' HeJ 
Dean's suggestion to enlist Ford in sa~d that 50 years from now, "My 
the White House strategy to block the children's children will see my name 
committee investigation .was an as. somehow being involved in all of 
example. this . I resent it. It's r epugnant to me 

"But I wouldn 't bother to argue ~nd my family." But Cook feels noth·• 
them down," Cook declared. "I'd t~g can be done at this point to clear 
proceed on my coursE:, the one I his na~e. . 
thought was proper." In his public statements, Dean Iist-

The course Cook took in this case ed a number of times when, he said, 
he disclosed, was to go to two mem: Cook reported back to him about his 
hers "whose influence and trust was progress with Ford in getting him to 

block the investigation. Cook said 
last night, "I cannot catngorically 
deny, no~ ·is ~t fair to ask me to place 
any mot1vat1on or intrepretation on, 
what he (Dean) chose to conclude 
from telephone remarks four years 
ago. He wanted me to talk to Ford I 
did not report to Dean, he was not ~Y 
b~ss. There was nothing that I said to 
him that should have led him to that 
conclusion, that !talked to Ford." 



Issues 5, . FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN 

John Dean said today that he did not believe 
President Ford, while House Minority Leader, had any 
knowledge of the Watergate conspiracy brewing in the 
White House. 

"I know I didn't brief him. I know of no one else 
at the white House who did brief him. I think that when 
he got involved in stopping the Patman hearings he was 
doing what he thought he should do as Minority Leader," 
Dean added. 

Dean recalled that on September 15, 1972, President 
Nixon said that Ford wasn't helping and that the Minority 
Leaders weren't holding together, Nixon then gave "very 
specific orders" for getting Ford to help. 

"The next thing I know," Dean said in the ABC 
interview, "I'm getting reports back that Ford is helping 
and indeed did help." 

Dean said he had "no idea" if there was anything that 
could incriminate Ford on the White House tapes. 

Asked why his book, "Blind Ambition," was put on sale 
at this time, Dean stated, "It wasn't by design. I was 
surprised the Watergate issue came up at this point." 
He noted that his book was scheduled to come out in 
January 1977 but was chosen by the Book-of-the-Month Club 
for November. Dean added that he doesn't "particularly 
enjoy being in the middle of a campaign controversy.". 
--Good Morning America (10-21-76) 
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Dean Book Accuses 

~n w at~r,g81e 
· -· ·13; Jwes Wit~over he· said "e~en· in this case ·1 do not 

waahinllton Post sta!! Writer re~ail any .conversations concerning· . 

Former Nixon aide John W. Dean this particular matter." · 

Ur says in his .soon-to-be-published Jake Lewis, the House Banking and 

book that he was told.Gerald R. Ford Currency Committee stilff aide who 

had knowledge of, . and discussed tac· ' worked most closely with Patman. on 

tics in, the White House's effort to the Watergate matter. said yesterday 

block- a . Watergate . investigation be- that · after the Nixon . ·White House 

fare the·l972 presidentiai election. tapes were made publfo. Patman tried 

• · · Dean, in his book, "Blind Ambi- - to get the Senate Watergate committee 
· .,ta subpoena tapes from Sept. 15 to 

tlon," says former Nixon CDngres- Oct. 3, 1972. He hoped, Lewis said, 

sional liaison chief William E. Tim· they would reveal whether Nixon's 

~ons told him he (Timmons) in Sep- orders had been carried out, and by 

tember, 1972, had discussed with Mr. · whom. 

Ford the possibility of trying to black- · But the tapes still have not been 
made public, he noted. Concerned 

mail Rep. Wright Patman (D-Tex.) that they might be lost or destroyedj 

into dropping his planned inquifr. Lewis said. Patman on Aug. 8, 197ii 

The idea was rejected by Mr. Ford the dav President Nixon announced 

and Timm<ms, Dean 5ays. his re~ignation, wrote to the Hous.= 

Tun·mons, no~ a Washington lobby- Judiciarv Committee urging that all 
tapes be kept intact. 

fst, said yesterday he did ha·ve a con· Dean writes in his. book, to oe pub-

v~rsation. with Dean about using· a re- lished in November by Simon and 

port of an alleged illegal campaign . Schuster, that former Gov. John B. 

contribution to deter Patman. But. Connally of Texas told him he had 

Timmons said he rejected it outright. ' heard in Texas that Patman, now tle­

.Timmons said he never discussed that ·ceased; may hav~ "received scime con-

or any other tactic for sidetracking tributions from . an oil ·lobbyist:''' that 
th·e iin:Pending investigation with ~r. he had bot reported. 

Fcird. ·· , Dean: says he asked the Nixon cam-

At the White House, Richard B. paign committee's lawyer, Kenneth 

Cheney;' President Ford's chief, of Parkinson, to check into campaign con· 

staff. said last night the White House tributions to Patman and other mem· 

'WQUld stand on Mr. Ford's testimony bers cf the committee, and had passzd 

liEifore two congressional committees Connally's jdea on to Timmo~s. 
in 1973 that he had never bad any "Timmons, w~o met r :::gufarly . ith 

convefsations with anyone in ·the Jer-ry Fo: d, had· explored with hm1 

White House -about blocking Patman's Conna!ly's suggestions abod 7atman," 

proposed i-~~=st~gatio~: . -· _ __ _ . n~"" ···-it ~s in th .. h~~" 
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Garry Wills 
. . . 

The John Dean shadow over Ford 
The President had good 

news to give his press con-
could order Haldeman to dent) by committing per- Nixon-told them to. None ofl 

them would have opposed c .,_ 
him in this matter. IndeedJ 
among Haldeman's notes1 
from that meeting is a di­

get to Ford, Haldeman jury. .. 
could order Ehrlichman - The case that can be 
and Dean, Dean could call made against Ford was 
John Connally, John Con- effectively made by Marjo­
nally could talk to William rie Boyd in the October, 
Timmons - all on this sub- 1975, issue of Washington 
ject - and yet Ford would Monthly. Her article was 
never get any signal from called: "ls the President a 
theWhiteHouse? - · Perjurer?" She recalled 

rect message for Ehrlich 
man: "Get Garry Brown . 
and Ford in." , 

. -ference - he had been 
cleared of the charge that 
he misused campaign 
funds. But he exposed him­
self to the small cloud that 
has sailed ominously up on 
the horizon of many public 
figures, almost always as 
the harbinger of disaster. 
That small cloud is named 
John Dean; and Dean's 
book, along with his inter­
view on the "Today Show," 
brings back some very seri­
ous charges to ·haunt the 
president. 

Now Dean has added one - how anxious the congres­
of those devastating specif- sional coinmittees were to 
ics for which he is famous, get a vice president install­
and on which so many ca- ed while Nixon wobbled and 
reers have foundered. He careened about the White 
says lobbyist Bruce Cook House that had become a 
reported on about half a trap for him. • · -

The questioning of Ford 

Ford became very ener­
getic against the Patman 
committee at just this time. 
Indeed, when the investiga­
tion was called off, and the 
committee released a pre- · 
liminary staff report on its · 
work - one that turned out 
to be perfectly accurate -

Dean's book tells, in salty 
language, how all the top 
people in the White House, 
starting with Nixon himself, 
were counting on J,~rry 
Ford to stop the Patman 
committee from investigat-

Pat Oliphant, whose 
cartoons usually appear on 
this page, is on vacation. 
His cartoons will appear 
again, starting Oct. 26. 

ing the Watergate break-in. dozen occasions that he 
Which Ford proceeded to talked with Ford about the 
do. But Ford swore under White House's desire to stop 
oath that no one in the the Patman committee. 
White House ~ked him to 
do it. Asked specifically about 

that charge at his press 
Some of what Dean says conference, Ford evaded it. 

was brought up at Ford's He said he answered all 
vice presidential hearings. such questions at his vice 
But some of it was not. presidential hearings. That 
Dean added details in both is not true. The Cook charge 
the book and the TV inter- had not arisen then. Ford 
view. Besides, Dean's book · has to stick by his testi­
- like his testimony before mony, since it was under 
the Ervin committee - oath. But the new Dean al­
recreates the atmosphere in legation just strengthened 
the White House; where the the view that was highly 
timorous men in power con- probable at the time, and 
stantly pushed and heckled has become increasingly 
those below them to head ·probable since the hear­
off any, 'even the most re- ings. This is the view that 
mote, kind of threat. Ford became vice president 

Is it credible that Nixon (and thereby, in time, presi-

.. · . . 

was very polite and re­
strained. Only one person 
on each committee pressed 
Ford on apparent inconsist­
encies in his Patman com­
mittee story - Robert Byrd 
in the Senate, and Elizabeth 
Holtzman in the House. 

Ford sent a written demand 
that the whole staff be 
fired. 

. Ford's a good team 
player who was just doing 
what was expected of him. 
There is nothing surprising 
about that, or even very 
disappointing. What disap-

But the tapes available to points _and shocks is that ' 
these questioners were Ford probably lied about · 
incomplete. Only later did his contacts with the White 
the tape come out which House - with Stans and-or 
recorded Nixon listening to Timmons and-or Cook and- . 
Dean say that Ford was not or· Ehrlichman - repeated- . 
doing enough about the Pat- ly, in two different forums, 
man committee, and that under oath. -
Stans should go see him. What was just probable ! 
Nixon agreed, emphatical- at the time of the hearings 1 
ly: "Jerry has really got to has become almost ines- ~ 
lead on this." Later Nixon capable - the result of :l 
said: "Tell Ehrlichman to three later developments: ) 
get (Representative Garry) The release ~ of further i 
Brown in and Ford in and White House tapes~ the 
then they can all work out Dean book, and the Dean _ 
something. But they ought interview. J · -
to get off their asses and President Font'has a lot 
push it." ' of evading to do, in the next 

Readers of Dean's book few days, if he is to retain . 
see just how desperately the White House the same 
people pushed things when way he won it. 

:--~~To~ . 

~$ 
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Jack Anderson and Les Whitten 

Nixon Tapes Back tO Haunt GOP, 
Those pernicious, all-hearing Nixon Nixon was emphatic. He said Ford Ford had nothing to do with .editing 

tapes are back again to haunt the GOP. should be told: "Now goddamnit, get the transceipts. It wasn't Ford but 
The tapes seem to support the charge the hell over 1 with this (ending the Nixon who was responsible for the 
by John W. Dean m that in 1972 Presi- probe)." .To stress the urgency, Nixon deletions. . · ., · _ .• ·: 
dent Nixon used Gerald Ford to help ·added: '.'I'm getting into this thing." · ---: Footnote: Timmons and Cook deny 

block a Watergate investigation. . These stateni:ents were picked up by . ~hat they talke~ with. Fo~d about kill· 
Even more troublesome, we have the hidden microphone in the Oval mg the Patman mvestigat1on. We have 

now established that N~on purposely Office. But Nixon later deleted them b~en unable to g~t ~ny comnient f~o_Il1 
altered the tape transcnpts to cover up from the transcript. _. : Nixon. . 1 . _ 

/ 
. • , _ . . _ . 

Ford's possible role in stopping the . . . : . . · - · · / · · . - · · j 
late Rep. Wright Patma_n: (D,-Tex.) from 1 At anothe~ pomt, N~on suggested Inside The White HousEi-,;-The Wat~ , 
investigating Watergate. . _ that Rep. Willi~m B. Widnall ~-N.J.), ergate special prosecutor has . now ! 

Patman was hot on the. trail of the th~ top Republican on Patman s. com, cleared President ~-Ford of illegally 
Watergate conspiracy before the 1972 ~ttee,_ ":as to? weak~? _stall the mv~s- pocketing or diverting any funds from 
election. He discovered, for example, - tiga!~on. 'Put It down, Instructe<;t *'1ix- the maritime unions . .AJ; additionat· ev~ 
how the Watergate money had been on, uh, Jerry shoul~ ~ t? ~idnall idence that the maritime unions have 
laundered in Mexico. But the White , a_nd, uh, just brace him. This Instruc- no hold on him, we have learned that 
House brought pressure on his House \ tIOJ?- also was deleted from the tran- they brought tremendous pressure on 
Banking Committee to halt the probe. scnpts. · ' ·· .. . him to sign a 1974 bill requiring that a 

Ford has conceded that, as House One of the most significant omis· percentage of oil iinports be carried on 
Republican leader, he opposed the sions involved Timmons, whom Dean U.S. ships. The unions' friends on Capi­
probe. But twice he has sworn that he identified as a go-between with Ford. tol ·Hill even threatened to hold · up 
acted on his own without any pressure . Nixon said: "The game . has to be Ford legislation if he didn't sign the 
from the White House. Former White played awful rough ... You'll follow bill. Nevertheless, the President ve-
House counsel Dean has all but called through wj.th ... Who will over there? toed the bill. , . · . 
him a liar. Dean now claims that he · Who ... Timmons, or with Ford." Not long ago, Transportation Secre­
learned from two White House aides, This reference to Ford .and Timmons_ tary William Colemen marched up to 
William Timmons and Richard Cook, also was struck from the transcripts, Capitol Hill to plead ·for minority con-
that they · had consulted._ with . Ford On another part of _,the ·tape; Nixon tractors .. Ue sought legislation to .as" 
about derailing Patman. . ' questioned whether Ford could ','do sure that ihey get at least 15 per cent" 

Our investigation doesn't disprove anything with Patman." Again;·Nixon of the railroad work in the ~ortheast 
Ford's testimony. But we pave -posi· stated that Ford has "got . to know" · corridor. But railroad lobbyists -quietly 
. tively established that Nixon altered that Nixon personally . wanted the ·. spread the word that Colemari was a_ct­
"the transcripts in at least eight inst- probe killed. Dean · acknowledged; ac: ing on his own, that he didn't speak for 
ances to concel Ford's possible involve- cording to the tapes, that Ford.would the President. When. this.got back to 
ment. In each instance, Nixon ap- be advised . Nixon was . personally be- Ford, he personally sent word to key 
peared to believe that his staff would hind the request. These embarrassing members of Congress that µe backed 
be in touch with Ford and that Ford remarks also were deleted. . ' , · ColemanlOO per cent. . , '.· ' ' 
would intervene. There is clear evidence, iii short, Teammates of President Ford recall ·· 

On Sept.15, 1972, for example, a wor- that Nixon C!ensored the references to the time that his University of Michi­
ried Nixon discussed the Patman ~ord from the transcript. This doesn't gan football team played a game in the 
probe with aides. He wanted the inves- necessarily meari that Nixon's instruc-· South. The opposing team objected to 
tigation stopped, he told them. Then, tions to his staff were carried.out. It is a black player on the Michigan squad. 
referring to Ford, Nixon ·declared: always possible, as F'ord_ insists, that Ford immediately lefit be known that 
"Jerry has- really got to lead on they never spoke to hiin about the he would refuse to play if his black 
this. . . probe._ It. also should~ be .noted th~t teammate was barred from the game: 

DROP<.>U_)_-~- - . ~ ' 
' · _. 1;- -~ · ~ ·"\;· · : • . · · '- Hv llo1nird p,;sl 
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He Was Cleared on Watergate Link 
,· ' ' •' • ' I ' ' :', . " ~ • • 

( .•· .. By RICHARD L; MADJ)EN 
Special to The New York Tlme1 

WASHINGTON, Oct: 26-The chairmen I into those tapes" if it had known about ' 

.of the Cqngress;onal, ,committees that their existence at the time of Mr. Ford'~ · 

)recommended Gera:d R. Ford's confirma- confirmation. , .. 

1
tion '.as Vice President in 1973 raised "It certainly has to be said that 'the 

1questions today about the President's President's statement has to be accurate · 

/
contention that their committees had only as of tha,t time [of the , 1973 · 

cleared him of allegations that he helped hearings]," Mr . . Rodino said . . 

I
to block a . 1972 House investigation of · 

~he Watergate break..jn, ' 

.. In separate telephone Interviews, Rep­

!resentative Peter W. Rodino Jr., Democrat 

1of New Jersey, who is chairman of the 

!House Judiciary Committee, and Senator 

!Howard W. Cannon, Dem9crat of Nevada, 
iwho ·' is chairman of the. Senate Rules 

!'Committee, said that their committees did 

1not have access to subsequently disclosed 

Jiilformation about the incident when they 
conducted Mr. Ford's confirmation hear­
ings in 1973. · 
" They referred to the disclosure in mid-
1974 of: a. Sept. 15; 1972, White House 

:tape in whkh the then President, Richard 
iM. Nixon, ordered his staff to have Mr. 

1
Ford; ·' then the House · minority leader, 
,take the lead in blocking a · Watergate , 

!investigation by the House Ban~ing and 
:currency Committee. · ·, · 
1 

: ' • De~ Statements Cited 
l . ,., ' 

I They also ·mentioned recent statements 
by John W.Dean 3d, a · former White 

House counsel11that Mr. Nixon had direct­
ed Richard Cook, then a member of the 

White Ho.use Congressional liaison ·staff, 

.to talk with Mr. Ford in 1972 about stop­
ping a proposed Watergate investigation 

by the.House committee. . . 
·' However; · both Mr. · Rodino a·nd Mr. 

Cannon sll'id that they knew of no further 
action that their · .committes could take 
now. / . .. 

Mr. Ford, who has been asked about 
the matter frequently by reporters in re­
cent weeks, has maintained that he testi­
fied fully about the matter to Mr. Rodi- 1 

no's and Mr. Cannon's committees at his 
cotifirmatiori hearings in 1973. 

In the Presidential debate with Jimmy 
Carter last Friday night, Mr. Ford said 
that the · two committees, the Attorney 
General and the Watergate special prose­
cutor "have given me a clean bill of 

health," and that he regarded the matter 
as ."settled once and for all." 

Last Wednesday, Attorney General Ed­

ward H. Levi rejected a request from two 
Democratic Representatives, Elizabeth 
Holtzman of Brooklyn and John ·conyers 
Jr. of Michigan, for a new investigation 
of allegations about Mr. Ford's role in 
blocking .the 1972 investigation. 

Senator 'a Little Uneasy' 

"I must say I was a little uneasy when 

the President said that we had cleared 
him as far as that matter was c011cerned," , 
Mr. Cannon said. He noted that the Sen­

ate committee had acted on the informa­
tion available to it at that time, which 
clid not include the Sept. 15 tape or Mr. 

Dean's subsequent statements. "Had we 
had that information, we may have still 

.cleared him, I don't know," Mr. Cannon . 
said. · ' · 

Mr. Rodino said, "I am concerned that . 

to say that the Judiciary Comm·ittee acted 

to dear him in this matter is misleading j 
because we took our action based on the 
material we had at the time." 

He said that it would have been the 
responsibility of the committee to "go 
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AM-DASH 10-27 
WASHINGTON CUP!> -- PRESIDENT FORD WOULD NEVER HAVE PARDONED 

RICHARD NIXON IF A STRONGER MAN THAN LEON JAWORSKI HAD BEEN SPECIAL 
PROSECUTOR~ FORMER SENATE WATERGATE COMMITTEE COUNSEL SAM DASH SAYS. 

IN AN INTERVIEW W'ITH WOHEN'S WEAR DAILY PUBLISHED WEDNESDAY, DASH 
ALSO SAID FORD'S PARDON OF NIXON PROVED HE HAD "NO UNDERSTANDING 0 OF 
THE WATERGATE AFFAIR AND DEMOCRAT JIMMY CARTER HAS MADE A MISTAKE BY 
NOT EXPLOITING THE ISSUE. . 

DASH SAID FORD "REALLY HAS NO UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT WATERGATE WAS 
ALL ABOUT ••• ALMOST LIKE NIXON, HE DIDN'T SEE ANYTHING WRONG WITH 
WHAT WAS GOING ON." 

THE NIXON PARDON_"SPEAKS TO HIS COMPLETE INSENSITIVITY TO 
WATERGATE ISSUES." _ 

DASH SAID FORD ~WOULDN'T HAVE DARED PARDON NIXON" IF HE THOUGHT 
THE SPECIAL PROSECUTOR WOULD PROTEST AND TAKE THE MATTER TO THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE. 

•1•H SURE THAT WHEN FORD PARDONED NIXON, HE DID NOT THINK HE WOULD 
GET ANY KIND OF REACTION• FROM JAWORKSI, SAID DASH, WHO DESCRIBED THE 
SPECIAL PROSECUTOR AS BONE-WEARY or THE EVENTS OF WATERGATE. 

DASH SAID DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE CARTER HAS BEEN POORLY 
ADVISED TO AVOID WATERGATE IN HIS CAMPAIGN. 

"HE'S MADE A GREAT ERROR BY NOT EXPLOITING THIS ISSUE," DASH SAID. 
POST-WATERGATE MORALITY IN A SENSE CREATED CARTER, WHOSE CANDIDACY IS 
HEAVILY BASED ON THE TWIN CONCEPTS OF INTEGRITY IN GOVERNMENT AND A 
NEW BREATH or LIFE IN WASHINGTON, HE SAID. 

FORD AS HOUSE MINORITY LEADER PROBABLY WAS NEVER DIRECTLY 
CONTACTtD BY PRESIDENT NIXON BEFO~E HE SOUGHT TO BLOCK AN ORIGINAL 
CONGRESSIONAL INVESTIGATION OF WATERGATE, DASH SPECULATED. 

"HE WAS PROBABLY CONTACTED THROUGH AN INTERMEDIARY, AND YOU 
WOULDN'T FIND THAT ON THE <WHITE HOUSE> TAPES," THE LAWYER SAID •. 

HE SAID FORMER WHITE HOUSE COUNSEL JOHN DEAN WHO HAS ALLEGED THAT 
FORD ACTED AT WHITE HOUSE DIRECTION, "HAS RAREL~ SAID ANYTHING THAT 
WASN'T TRUE ••• • SO I THINK IT'S NOT UNLIKELY THAT ••• SOMEBODY FROM 
THE WHITE HOUSE DID CONTACT JERRY FORD FOR HELP•" 

DASH SAID IT WOULD HAVE "DESTROYED FORD" HAD IHE PRESIDENT CHOSEN 
SEN. HOWARD BAKER, R-TENN., _A FORMER WATERGATE COMMITTEE MEMBER, AS 
HIS 1976 RUNNING MATE. "IT WOULD HAVE BEEN FORD'S EAGLETON INCIDENT," 
HE SAID. _ 

•sEN. BAKER WAS DECEPTIVE CDURING THE INVESTIGATION> BECAUSE HIS 
APEEARANCE PUBLICLY ~AS THAT OF A SENATOR WHO WAS ATTD1PTING TO 
ASSIST THE COMMITTEE," DASH SAID. "IN PRIVATE MEETINGS, HE OPPOSED 
PRACTICALLY EVERYTHING WE DID. HE CONTINUALLY TRIED TO SABOTAGE THE 
ACTIVITY or THE INVESTIGATION." 

DUPLICATE TO B-WIRE 
UPI 10-27 08:11 PED 
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FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN 
Strategy 

Newsmen continued to ask him at each stop about his 
statements Democrats were to blame for past wars and his 
reversal on Tuesday when he specifically absolved Democrats 
of blame for World War II and Vietnam. 

Reagan Won't Campaign in Three Key States 

Ronald Reagan refused a request by President Ford's top 
election strategist to campaign on the President's behalf in 
three key states in the final days of the presidential race, 
Ford aides said Wednesday. 

But a spokesman for the PFC said that James Baker had 
agreed it would be better for Reagan to devote most of his 
time between now and November 2 boosting the Republican cause in 
California. 

Reagan, the committee spokesman said, already was 
committed to campaign appearances in several western states 
including Nevada, Utah, Colorado and Idaho in the next several 
days before returning to California for the campaign windup. 
AP {10/27/76) 

Watergate Probe 

Justice Defends Action on Watergate Probe 

Justice Department officials Wednesday defended their 
claim of finding no justification to warrent further 
investigation of John Dean's charge that Gerald Ford tried to 
block an early congressional Watergate investigation. 

Tuesday, NBC's Carl Stern reported that Justice did not 
sufficiently interview Dean, William Timmens or Richard 
Cook. Stern's report that the investigation was a cursory one 
angered Justice, NBC reported. {NBC} 10/27/76) 

Watergate Lawyer Blames Jaworski for Nixon Pardon 

President Ford would never have pardoned Richard Nixon if a 
stronger man than Leon Jaworski had been special prosecutor, 
former Senate Watergate Committee Counsel Sam Dash said. 

In an ii:terview with_ iiomeri' s ·wear Dail~ __ published Wednesday, 
Dash also said Ford's pardon of Nixon prove he had "no 
understanding" of the Watergate affair and Democrat Jitf mm· i,r 
had made a mistake by not exploiting the issue. _ {UPI . 7 I ,,. 
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FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN 

Strategy 

President Ford said Wednesday he has built up momentum--much 
like Harry Truman's 1948 campaign--and expects to win the 
presidential election next Tuesday. 

Ford arrived in Atlantic City, N.J., from Chicago, and told 
reporters: "I think we've got lots of momentum. This is the 
same kind of momentum as one of my idols, Harry s. Truman, a 
Democrat, had in his campaign. ·we are going to surprise some 
people." (ABC) 

Ford contrasted his administration with Richard Nixon's 
saying his is not an "imperial presidency. We don't have the 
cermony and the pomp and the dictatorial attitude," he 
said. (NBC) 

Ford said the "imperial presidency" does not conform with 
his personal ideas, nor with what "our founding fathers 
believe". (NBC) 

Asked about John Dean's charge that he tried to block the I 
first congressional Watergate investigation, Ford confirmed 
his faith in Attorney General Levi. "His decision fully and 
completely ends the matter," he said. (NBC) 

Before a big crowd on Atlantic City's boardwalk, Ford hit 
Carter saying, "I think you,·in the great state of New Jersey, 
know how risky it is when a candidate says one thing on the 
campaign trail and then does something else when he gets in 
public office in reference to taxes." (ABC) 

Later, Ford flew to Villanova University in Pennsylvania, 
stressing his theme of trust. 

Because Ford strategists believe voters are drawing 
comparisons between their boss and Nixon,' they are making an 
effort to draw distinctive differences between the two, 
Marilyn Berger reported. (NBC) 

The President got one unfriendly reminder of Nixon outside 
Villanova where a bystander flaunted a Nixon mask, Bob 
Schieffer reported. But for the most part, his advisors believe 
his Eastern swing is off to a good start. All the crowds have 
been large and overwhelmingly friendly, Schieffer added. (CBS) 

Tom Jarriel said Ford's crowds of late have been large, 
and have shown contagious enthusiasm. But, he added, they are 
crowds in friendly Republican areas "which in themselves d ~~ , 
elect." (ABC) <:> ~· IJ /\ 
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FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN 

I 

Ford 'Ignored' Later Datq In Stateme t 
on ·Watergate Inquiry, 2 Chairme Say 

BY JACK NELSON 
Times Wasllington Bureau Chief 

WASHINGTON-The chairmen of 
the House Judiciary Committee and 
the Senate Rules Committee said 
Tuesday that when President Ford 
stated that both committees had giv­

.en him "a. clean bill of health" on his 
role in limiting an early Watergate 
investigation, he "ignored" informa­
tion that became known at a later 
date. 

Ford made the comment about be­
ing cleared by the committees in re­
plying to a question Friday night 
during his final presidential cam­
pa;~ debate with Jimmy Carter. 

hep. Peter W. Rodino Jr. (D-N.J.) 
and Sen. Howard Cannon (D-Nev.) 
said that Ford "misled the public" by 
overlooking the fact that additional 
information touching on his role in 
the investigation had become availa­
ble since their committees questioned 
him in November, 1973. . 

Rodino telephoned The Times'' 
Washington Bureau and said that he 
was disturbed about Ford's comment 
and at the fact that the President 
would not say he would try to make 
White House tape-recorded conver­
sations available to resolve any ques­
tions about the matter. 

The Times interviewed Cannon af­
ter the Chicago Tribune, in a page 
one story, quoted the senator as say­
ing that Ford's comment made him 
feel uneasy. Cannon told both The 
Times and the Tribune that he 
thought Ford should seek release of 
White House tapes "to make it abso­
lutely clear one way or another" 
whether he acted in concert with the 
White House. 

1973, when he appeared before both Reps. John Conyers Jr. (D-Mich.) and 
the House Judiciary Committ~e and Elizabeth Holtzman (D-N.Y.) that 
the Senate Rules Committee. The they conduct investigations to deter-
committees questioned him before mine whether Ford had perjured 
confirming him as Nixon's vice pres- himself ·when he explained his role in 
idential choice to succeed Spiro T. the banking committee matter dur-
Agnew. ing his confirmation hearings for 

At that time Ford said he had "no Vice President. Levi cited lack of 
recollection" 6f ever talking to any- evidence of wrong-doing and Ruff 
one from the White House about the - has said that the matter did not fall 
matter. But he acknowledged work- under his jurisdiction. 
ing with Republican members of the - Asked during Friday's debate 
committee in killing a move that whether he would be willing to ask 
would have given the committee sub~ that the White House tapes of the 
poena powers. He was House minori- relevant period (Sept. 15-0ct. 3, 1972) 
ty leader at the time. be made available for examination, 

Rodino and Cannon said that at Ford replied: "That's for the proper 
that time neither committee had ac- authorities who have control over 
cess to two pieces of information that those tapes to make that decision." 
subsequently surfaced: Cannon said, "I would have felt 

-A \Vhite House tape of · a Sept. much better about the President if 
15, 1972, conversation in which Nix- he had said, 'While I don't have juris-
on ordered his sub6rdinates to have diction, I will request that they be 
Ford limit the investigation. made public, and I'm sure they would 

-Recent statements by former be if he asked for it.' . 
Counsel to the President John W. The senator said: "I have no doubt 
Dean III that Nixon White House that at some time the tapes will come 
staffer Dick Cook had talked with out and if it turns out that Mr. Ford 
Ford about trying to limit the House was involved at the direction of the 
Banking and Currency Committee's White House, it would give us anoth­
investigation. Cook, however; has de- er Watergate coverup." 
nied ever discussing the matter with Under the law and a federal court 
Ford. decision now pending before the Su-

The two chairmen said that any preme Court, the General Services 
such information would have been Administration has custody of the 
pursued at the time of Ford's confir- tapes, but Nixon has access to them. 
mation hearings if the committee had Nixon's lawyer here, Herbert J. 
had access to it. Miller Jr., said Tuesday that he was 

Cannon said that the Rules Com- considering a request by The Times 
mittee never actuctlly investigated to examine GSA logs of Nixon's tele­
Ford's role in the banking committee phone . conversations and meetings 
investigation, but merely questioned during the relevant period. · 
him about it. · In its request, The Times also seeks 

Ford first testified about his role in 
_. limiting the inquiry in November, 

Both Atty. Gen. Edward H. Levi fo listen , to tapes or review tran-
and special prosecutor Charles F. C. scripts of presidential conversations 
Ruff have- rejected requests from during the same period. 

L.A. Times, 10/27/76 

rmcnitt
Rectangle



• 

22 Watergate Probe 
FORD/DOLE CP~~PAIGN 

:=ocus on Ford ianored before, ·he-says 
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\iVa;ierg~r~e charge 
. ~ir:· Dean said he has teiephone logs w~h the' times and dates of his conversations with Mr. Cook, in addition to "mis­_ By George !lloneyhun 

- Staff correspondent of 
The Christian Science Monitor 

New York Former \Vh.ite ·House counsel John W. :bean III accuses the news media and the public of ignoring his initial allegations three years ago that President Ford was involved in the Wa­tergate cover-up. 
During his televised testimony- befor~ the Senate Watergate; · hearings, he says, he "didn't go into details," but referred to Mr. Ford's alleged role in a general way. Little notice was· taken because public attention was riveted on the Nixon ad-: ministration, he told the Monitor during a lengthy interview~ here. , . Denying-that his allegations now are intended to have a: "partisan impact" on the presidential election or to bolster the sales of his recently published book, Mr. Dean said he had fre· quently referri:ct_to Mr. Ford's role in answering students' 

questions during a university lecture tour shortly after the Sen- . ate hear' ... ngs. _ 
"Newspaper people in the audiences ignored it," he ·sur­mised, "because at that time people didn't think Ford ·would be a candidate" for the presidency. 
l\lr. Dean said he stands by his previous charges that Presi­dent Ford, White House minority leader, cooperated with the Nixon. admifustration in blocking an early congressional in· vestigation into Watergate. Former.White House lobbyist Rich· ard Cook, in a radio interview, appears to have softened his previous denials that he served as a contact between th_e Nixon administration and Mr. Ford. / Mr. Cook was quoted on National Public Radio as saying: "I can't categorically deny I didn't tell John Dean r' had talked to Ford. Dean might have a memo of the conversation. I can't re­member that well." . . In his- interview with this newspaper, one of several he has given to publicize his book, "Blind Ambition," which relates his experiences during five years in the Nixon White House, 

Christian Science Monitor, 

cellane;us notes" that do not "directly corroborate iny testi­mony" but do provide sufficient reminders of conversations · Jor Mr. Dean to \igorously defend his recollection of them. President Ford has repeatedly indicated that ne answered all questions about his involvement with the Nixon admiTiis­tration during his 1973 .vice-presidential confirmation hearings. ·· He testified that he had no recollection of any such contacts with Mr. Cook. 
Congressional critics have called on President Ford to make . public the tape recordings_ of his contacts ·with the White House during 19'?2, when the House Banking Committee was considering an investigation of Watergate. . _ Both U.S. Attorney General Edward H. Levi and Special Wa­. tergate Prosecutor Charles Ruff have declined to press an in· vestigation into the Dean allegations. - · Mr. Dean insists that it was not his but his publisher's deci­sion to move forward the publication of his book from 1977 to just before the election. The book was made a Book·of·the­.Month Club selection, which prompted the publishers to come out with i( sooner than originally planned, he says. 

Talking casually about his Watergate experiences, ~Ir. Dean ·concedes he has received "legitimate criticism" for making a profit financially from his "infamy" but that he has "tried not to abuse" the· opportunity. Nevertheless, there are indications he may earn a considerable su_m from his book and the movie · nghts, which are being negotiated. . 
l\Ir. Dean says he has no illusions about his role in Water­gate, referring to himseU as a "snitch" and "wrjstle-blower." "I had no superhuman motives" in unraveling tr.e Watergate story, he explains. "I had an option of lyini; or telling the truth .. · .. I helped protect myself by telling the truth." The former White House lawyer feels he has emerged from the Watergate scandal a · changed and happier person. no longer "tr}ing to be someone I was_n't, trying to be an impor· · tant person." He says he is comfortable in his role as reporter . for Rolling Stone and that he has several major articles planned for the magazine, not all Watergate-related. 
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