The original documents are located in Box 53, folder “President - Scheduling, 1976-77 (1)”
of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.

Copyright Notice
The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted material. Gerald R. Ford donated to the United
States of America his copyrights in all of his unpublished writings in National Archives collections.
Works prepared by U.S. Government employees as part of their official duties are in the public
domain. The copyrights to materials written by other individuals or organizations are presumed to
remain with them. If you think any of the information displayed in the PDF is subject to a valid
copyright claim, please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library.



Digitized from Box 53 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library

PRESIDENT - SCHEDULING (FUTURE) FILES FOR
1974 and 1975 are in Mr, Buchen's closet,.

¥
s/
'jff}‘\’\ﬂ



MEETING:

DATE:

PURPOSE:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

SCHEDULE PROPOSAL

DATE: January 8, 1976

FROM: Philip W. Buchenq?w'a
VIA : William Nicholson

cc: Dick Cheney
Doug Bennett

Appearance by the President at the offices
of the Federal Maritime Commission.

As soon as possible after the nomination
of Robert Casey as a Member of the Commission
is reconfirmed by the Senate.

To have the President fulfill his commitment
to participate in the swearing-in of

Robert Casey and to give due recognition at
the same time to the recent appointment of
Karl Bakke as Chairman of the Commission.

When Karl met with the President on January 3,
1976, the new Chairman pointed out to the
President that due to an overcrowded schedule,
the President had been unable to participate

in his swearing-in, that as a result the new
Chairman had assumed office without any
ceremony, but merely by having his oath adminis-
tered in private by a member of the Commission
staff. Chairman Bakke made the point that if
the President were now going to become involved
in the swearing-in of Robert Casey, a Democratic
appointee, it would put the Chairman at a
disadvantage in respect of the other Commission
members and the Commission staff.

Thus, the Chairman would like to have a joint
swearing-in with the President participating
for both the Chairman and Mr. Casey. (It
occurs to me that a second swearing-in at
this date for the Chairman would look
somewhat contrived and an alternative would



FORMAT:

PARTICIPANTS:

CABINET

"be that the President, while participating

in the ceremony to install Mr, Casey, could
devote a substantial part of his remarks

to Chairman Bakke without going through
another swearing-in for him; but I would
leave this point to your discretion.)

Location -~ The 0Office building of the
Federal Maritime Commission, 1100 I. Street,
N. W., where there is a meeting room.

Messrs. Bakke, Casey and their families,
along with other members of +he Commission
and staff of the Commission who would be
in the audience.

PARTICIPATION: None

SPEECH
MATERIAL:

PRESS
COVERAGE:

STAFF:

RECOMMEND :

OPPOSE:

Brief remarks by the President.

Pool coverage with photos.

Philip W. Buchen

APPROVE DISAPPROVE



















MEMORANDUM FOR:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 7, 1975
(PHILIP BUCHEN
WILLIAM BAROODY
WILLIAM NICHOLSON (W ¢/ /J
Inv_itatién to the President to attend

the Red Mass, a traditional service
for lawyers, on Sunday, January 25

I would appreciate your comments and recommendation onthe
attached invitation from Archbishop Baum.

Thank you.

COMMENTS:
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4. Bob was elected county judge of Harris County in
1950 for a 2-year term and was re-elected in 1952
and 1954 for a 4-year term.

5, He was elected Representative of the 22nd District
of Texas in 1958, thus serving as a Member of
Congress in the 86th, 87th, 88th, 89th, 90th,
91st, 92nd, 93rd, and 94th Congresses.

6. Bob served on the House Appropriations Committee
and was Chairman of the Legislative Subcommittee.

B. DParticipants: See Attached Sheet

C. Press Plan Announce to Press :
White House photographer only

III, TALKING POINTS

..I am glad to have this opportunity to publicly welcome Karl
Bakke to the Chairmanship of the Federal Maritime Commission.
My plans to swear him in at the time of his confirmation unfortunately
had to be abandoned because of the press of events but we have since
met and had a chance to discuss at length the cross-section of problems
facing the Commission.

.. The wealth of experience which he brought to the Chairmanship
from the Commerce Department has provided him with the kind of new
perspective for the Commission which I had hoped for in nominating him,

and I want to re-emphasize my confidence in the steadiness of his hand
on the helm over there. ' ‘

..It is with equal pleasure that I have the opportunity to welcome
Bob Casey aboard at the Maritime Commission and to express my
confidence not simply in him personally but in the extent to which his
own wide experience with problems in the maritime field will be supportive
of the Chairman's efforts.

..The President may wish to expand on the above noted facts of
Casey's background and add any personal reminiscences or expressions
of confidence which he thinks are appropriate to their relationship.
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Participants:

The President

Mr. Robert R. Casey

Mr. Karl E. Bakke, Chairman

Federal Maritime Commission

Mrs. Anne-Rosseau Bakke (wife)

Shelley Bakke

Karl Bakke

Mrs. Hazel Casey (wife)

Mr. and Mrs. Robert R. Casey, Jr.
and four children: Robert Casey,
Christopher Casey, Michael Casey,
and Katherine Casey

Kevin Casey

Mr. and Mrs. D. Gayle McNutt (staff)

Mr. Brien Kehoe (staff)

Pauline Reeping (staff)

Judge and Mrs. Byron Skelton

- Mr. O.R. Crawford

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Cunningham

Florence Timko

Tom Loeffler (White House staff)






JOHN S. CLARK
NATHANIEL W. STROUP
PAUL W. BROWN
BARBARA B.MACKENZIE
THOMAS D.POINTNER

CLARK, STROUP, BROWN, MACKENZIE & POINTNER
. ATTORNEYS
FIRST NATIONAL BANK BUILDING

PETOSKEY, MICHIGAN 49770

January 21, 1976

Mr. Edward J. Frey
Chairman of the Board
Union Bank & Trust Company
200 Ottawa N.W.

Grand Rapids, MI.

Dear Ed:

Last August and September you were great in
contacting the President about his coming to Philadelphia
next July & and speaking at the "Justice 76" conference of
citizens which American Judicature Society is putting on
that date.

I am now Immediate Past President of American
Judicature Socilety.

T enclose copy of my last letter to Mr. Nicholson
in the White House. The President and the Chief Justice
have both agreed to serve as Honorary Chairmen and I enclose
for your information a copy of the actual committee which we

have formed and which is in charge of the planning for this
event.

1f there is anything further you can do to help us
get the President to accept our invitation, I would be most
gratéful. Hope to see you soon.
Best regards.
Sincerely,

!

John S. Clark

Jsc/bh Aj’" Fo K,
Encl. £o <
re [

TELEPHONE
AREA CODE 616
347-3807












THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 27, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT
THROUGH: PHILIP BUCHEN ) Mﬂ .
FROM: KENNETH LAZARUS%/

SUBJECT: Otto Kerner, Jr.

You have requested a memorandum setting forth the considerations,
both favorable and unfavorable, involved in granting a Presidential
pardon to Otto Kerner, Jr., who was convicted of conspiracy,

mail fraud and income tax evasion and on April 20, 1973, sentenced
to three years' imprisonment and fined $20,000. He was released
from prison on parole in March 1975 after serving more than

seven months and will be on parole until April 1976, He has paid
the fine,

Under the normal rules governing petitions for Executive clemency,
Mr. Kerner will not be eligible to apply for a pardon until March
1980. However, in order to permit immediate consideration of

his application, he filed a petition for pardon on October 16,

1975 and requested that he be granted a waiver of the rule
requiring a person convicted of income tax evasion to wait five
years from the date of his release from confinement before
applying for pardon. He pointed out, correctly, that the regulation
is a permissive guide and not mandatory. He cited as reasons
for present consideration of the petition his age (67) and health,
which was described as substandard. As a principal reason for
granting the petition he stated that a pardon would constitute an
appropriate recognition by his country of acknowledged good
service to society., While acknowledging that the verdict of guilt
in his case is final, he suggested that the essential dispute was a
moral one involving proprieties, rather than venality or corruption
in its usual sense,

Mr, Kerner's request for a waiver was presented to the Attorney

General, who recused himself from consideration of the{_gf&éi}ég-\
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and requested the Deputy Attorney General to consider it. On
December 16, 1975, the Deputy Attorney General denied a
waiver of the five year waiting period.

-

Favorable Factors

(1) Public Service: Mr. Kerner has a long record of
dedicated and distinguished public service, as a United States
Attorney, state judge, Governor of Illinois and finally as a
Federal judge. A pardon certainly could be justified as recognition
of the importance and significance of his many contributions to
his state and the Nation.

(2) Age and Health: I is understood that Mr. Kerner has
experienced many health problems. His petition filed in October
stated he had recently suffered a malignant cancer of the lung and
had undergone surgery which left him in a weakened condition,
that he had a chronic heart condition and had suffered coronary
incidents of moderate severity, and had a mild diabetic-
arteriosclerotic condition. If Mr., Kerner is required to wait
until 1980 before applying for pardon, he may not live long enough
to enjoy or possibly even to receive it, Although age alone has
never been considered a basis for early pardon consideration,
there have been instances in the past in which waivers of the usual
waiting period have been granted in cases of terminal illness.

(3) Rehabilitation: One of the undoubted principal reasons
for requiring a waiting period of applicants for pardon is to afford
them an opportunity to demonstrate their rehabilitation. In some
cases the concept of rehabilitation is meaningless, as in the case
of Mr. Kerner. As pointed out in his request for a waiver,
there is ''no question but that he will at all times be not merely a
law-abiding citizen but an actively useful citizen. "

-~

(4) Waiting period requirement is not mandatory: The
rule requiring a waiting period is not mandatory in its terms and
it is well established that it is intended only as a guide for
officials in the Department of Justice who are charged with
responsibility for processing petitions for pardon. It has been
held that the President's action in granting clemency cannot be
challenged on the ground that the President did not comp?;m;g\?ith,\«g

o A

)

 cm
o
A

D -



-3 -

the procedures for consideration of petitions for Executive
clemency as contained in the Code of Federal Regulations.
Hoffa v. Saxbe, 378 F. Supp. 1221 (D.D.C. 1974). (The
decision has been appealed but not yet decided by the Court
of Appeals.) See also Yelvington v. Prcsidential Pardon
and Parole Attorneys, 211 F, 2d 642 (D.C.Cir. 1954).

Unfavorable Factors

(1) Ineligibility: As previously indicated, Mr. Kerner is
not eligible to apply for pardon at this time under the rules
governing petitions for Executive clemency. His request for a
waiver of the waiting period was considered in the Department
and ultimately denied by the Deputy Attorney General. The fact
of Mr. Kerner's application for a waiver was well publicized,
particularly in the Chicago area media., The fact of denial also
has been equally well publicized.” Thus, a pardon would
necessarily emphasize that the Department and the White House
were in disagreement.

(2) Effect on Watergate Offenders: At a press conference
on February 26, 1975, you were asked about the possibility of
pardons for former top Administration figures who had been
sentenced in the Watergate case. You replied in part: (PR |
and when the time comes, the proper thing for them to do would
be to apply in the regular procedure or process, which is through
the Pardon Attorney in the Department of Justice." (Weekly
Presidential Documents, Vol. II, No. 9, p. 221). A pardon for
Mr. Kerner could revive the controversy surrounding the pardon
of former President Nixon and other '"Watergate' issues.

(3) United States Attorney's Opposition: The present =
United States Attorney in Chicago, during consideration of
Mr. Kerner's request for a waiver, made clear his emphatic
opposition to favorable consideration of the request.

(4) Public indignation: It is difficult to believe that a
pardon of Mr. Kerner at this time would not arouse sustained
and vociferous denunciation in the press and among a substantial
portion of the public once it became generally known, as, of
course, it would, that special consideration had been given to
Mr. Kerner which is rarely given to others. o FUma,
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ITT.

ccC:

TALKING POINTS

1.

I understand that the Commission on Executive, Leg-

islative and Judicial Salaries is to be appointed

in sufficient time to permit its recommendations for
salary adjustments to be considered by the President
and included with the President's budget to be sub-

mitted to the Congress in January 1977.

I believe the Commission members should be selected

as soon as possible so that they can begin their
deliberations in July of this year or very soon there-
after. Three of the members are to be appointed by
me, two by you as Chief Justice, two by the President
of the Senate, and two by the Speaker of the House.
Therefore, it is important that all four appointing
officials agree upon a date by which all of the
appointments will be made.

I know that you are ready to act promptly and I shall
talk to the Congressional leaders about their views
on the matter.

I believe the members of this Commission should be
carefully chosen and should be persons who will com-
mand the respect of the public and the confidence of
all three branches of government.

Peter McPherson












THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

January 30, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: V(IKE DUVAL
" JOHN CALHOUN

FROM: WILLIAM NIcHOLSonW W/ l\)

SUBJECT: Request of Ralph Abernathy of SCLC to meeting
with the President to discuss domestic surveillance
of Dr, Martin L. King, Jr, and other matters

I would appreciate your recommendations on how to handle the
attached request.

Thank you.




























































































































































