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A well-written life is almost as SR f 10 Waf Ll o LA
rare as a well-spent one. c.

—T110MAS CARLYLE

The biographer may bring to his craft
many talents, among them a sense of
timeliness, a feel for drama, and scholar-
ship. But the blographer who constructs !
a hook on just one of these qualities
bLJdds on sand. This is especlally true of
biographers who write for youngsters.
(:nnsider. for example, three biographies,
two by authors who apparently reject this
thesis and one by co-authors who con-
cede its truth, i

Book No. 1 Is Young John Kennedy,
by Gene Schoor (Harcourt, Brace &
World; 253 pages; $3.95—This is the per-
fect book for- older Democrats.to  buy
12-year-olds (and up) who seem destined
for GOP allegiance. If Mr. Schoor’s en-
thusiasm for the Kennedys and his devo-
tion to the President don’t win a fan
for the New Frontier, the young rcader
has a psyche of steel. Even for a hiog-
raphy, Young John Kennedy is tco par-
tisan.

A Glass a Day

The book’s chief virtue is its timeli-
ness: It is about the President and it is
available . «¢TSCly when it shnould be,
while th wesident is o offie:
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