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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

}. . . ebruary 14, 1973
MEETING WITH ERNST G. BREITHOLTZ
Friday, February 16, 1973
3:15 p.m. (1 0 minutes)
The Oval Office
From·: John Doe

I.

PURPOSE
To recognize his election as president of Rotary International.

II.

Ill.

B:ACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN
A.

Background: Breitholtz succeeds your old friend Judge Walk,
having been elected to his largest s<;rvice club at its convention in Sydney, Australia, last May. He is a Swede from
Kalmar (just south of Stockholm), and is one of the principal
'Ow:n·ers of ·Astra, a world-wide Swedish chemical company.

B.

Participants: Ernst G. Breitholtz and John Doe.

C.

Press Plan: Press photo opportunity. (or) Ollie Atkins photo
only. Meeting to be announced. {or) Ollie Atkins photo only.
Meeting not to be announced.

TALKING POINTS
1.

\V e xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxx..xx xxxxx xxxxx
xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx. The xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx
xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxx.xx xxxxx;

2.

I x.xxxx xx.xxx xxx.xx xxxxx xxxxx xxxx.x xxxxx xxx.xx xx.xxx
x.xxxx xxxxx xxxxx.

3.

The xxxxx xxx..xx xxxxx x.xxxx xxx.xx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx xxxxx.

4.
etc.

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON

August 12, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR:
FROM:

BUCHEN
PETER J. BRENNAN

;,Jv

V(

Per your request, I am forwarding briefing papers on the labor
representatives that the President wants to bring in for meetings.
If you need anything further, or we can be of assistance in any way,
please call.
The briefing paper on George Meany also contains a transcript of
a press conference which he held the first week in August which
might give a little more insight into his thinking.

-Meeting with the President
8/13/74 -- 12:00 noon

GEORGE MEANY
PRESIDENT, AFL-CIO

PHILIP BUCHEN
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR:

THE PRESIDENT

FROM:

KEN ~/·

SUBJECT:

MEETING WITH GEORGE MEANY

You may wish to raise with George Meany the subject of a possible
nat:: Jnal coal strike. The current United Mine Workers of America
contract expires on November 12. Negotiations may begin as early
as August 12 but your labor advisers, principally Bill Usery, Director
of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service, "conclude that a
strike is nearly inevitable.
Arnold Miller has announced that the United Mine Workers will
conduct a memorial shut-down next week beginning August 19 and
running through August 23. This will dramatize the position of the
mine workers and to draw down coal inventories.
Although the AFL-CIO does not have particularly close ties with the
United Mine Workers, George Meany's position will be a critical
factor in determining the reactioil to the use of Taft-Hartly if this
becomes necessary and the success of any legislative remedies if
Taft-Hartly fails.
One serious difficulty is that Meany and Secretary Brennan do not
get along at all. Further, we might have difficulty in using Bill Usery
to provide this link with the AFL-CIO because it could undercut his
position as the·impartial mediator.
·
I recommend that you raise the coal strike subject with George Meany
and seek his advice on what actions the government should be
considering both in terms of the labor-situation and in terms of
protecting the national interest.
If the question comes up as to who in your Administration will be the
point of contact with the AFL-CIO, I recommend that you do not make
any firm commitment at this time but rather se'e k -Meany' s advice.

8/lZ/74
4:25
Mr. Buchen:
Warren Ru.tanci aclrises you are
to • it ia onthe meetiag with
the President and Georse Meaay
tomorrow (8/13) at 12 noon.
I have cleared Mr. Meany for the
meetlaa.
DaYe Hoopes asked for a briefiag
paper -- .. -· see attached.
They need it by 6:30 toaipt.

,
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 12, 1974
MEETING WITH GEORGE MEANY
Tuesday, August 13, 1974
12:09 noon (30 minutes)
The Oval Office
From: Philip W. Buchen
I.

1? uJ. ~-

PURPOSE
Meeting follows your interest for having it as expressed to
Secretary Brennan. He knows you are to hold this n1eetir:g
without his pr~sence. Three other key labor leaders have
been advised that you will, within a '''eek or so, meet with
them.

II.

III.

~ACKGROUND,

PARTICIPANTS & PRESS PLAN

A.

Ba.ckg_E9_unC!_: See attached information supplied by
Secretary Brennan. (Tab A.)

B.

Participants: George Meany and Philip W. Buchen

C.

Press Plan: Press photo opportunity. 1v1eeting to be
announced at the 11:00 a.m. press briefing.

TALKING POINTS
1.

Favorable public comments made by Mr. Meany concerning your
advance1nent to the Office of President (see attached
Detroit News story). (Tab B)

2.

His help and that of his colleagues in support of needed
defense legislation.

3.

Your desire to hear of his
(a)

con~erns

for:

The economic situation and the critical inflation problem.
''"~.::"~r·t;

(;;

;,

4
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I

-2(b)

Uniting the people of the country to gain wide
support for initiatives which need to be taken to
deal with vital current problems.

(c)

U. S. foreign relations, particularly as they bear
on the future of free trade unionism in other countries.

(d)

Relationships between organized labor and the
Department of Labor, as well as other government
departments and executive agencies.
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GEORGE MEANY, President, AFL-CIO

George Meany, a trade union official for more than
a half-century, has been president of the AFL-CIO since its
merger in 1955. He has been reelected without opposition
since. Mr. Meany will be 80 years old on August 16, 1974.
He established outstanding record of public service. He was
twice named by President Eisenhower as a U.S. delegate to
the United Nations General Assembly. In recent years, he
has served as a member of the President's Productivity
Commission, the President's Commission on Industrial Peace
and the Board of COMSAT, among other important public
bodies. He was a recipient in 1963 of the Presidential
Medal of Freedom Award.
AFL-CIO
The American Federation of Labor and Congress of
Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) is a voluntary federation
of 110 national and international unions. As of January
l, 1974, membership totaled 13,600,000. Major unions not
affiliated with AFL-CIO are the Teamsters, the Auto Workers
and the Ivline Workers.
ISSUES
Following is Mr. Meany's position on various major
issues:
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Opposed to detente and "the giving away of American
technology, American resources and American jobs. 11 Supported
President Nixon on Vietnam. Vigorously anti-communist.
Believes any accommodation benefits communists.
ECONOMY
Blames Administration's "one sided wage-price controls",
tight money and high interest rate policies, and export of
farm products and crude materials (especially to communist
countries) as cause of inflation and unemployment.
S~
out high interest rates as greatest contributing facj{~r. '•D ~\
Puts much of blame for situation on policies of Arthqr Burnsr
~upports greater government spending, more public se~ice jobs,
J.ncreased minimum wage, profit curbs and higher tariff:.s as ·
means to cut unemployment and revive economy.
.

,
POLITICAL
Remained "neutral" in 1972 primarily because of
dislike of McGovern and support of Vietnam policy of Nixon.
Has strongly opposed Nixon foreign and economic policies
as weakening country and causing inflation and unemployment.
Called for Nixon's impeachment or resignation. Calls for
election of a "veto proof" Congress this year with aim to
pass social legislation sought by AFL-CIO. Appears now to
support Senator Jackson as democratic candidate in 1976.
SPECIAL ISSUES
Concerned over implication in memorandum of former
Labor Secretary that political considerations were
entering enforcement of occupational safety and health
laws. No evidence of any efforts to this affect found-beyond memorandum--and enforcement today clearly being
conducted on behalf of workers.

A~sistant

Supports United Farm Workers in organizing drive
against Teamsters. Probably more anti-teamsters than pro
United Farm Workers.
Opposed to Jimmy Hoffa as a labor leader but believes
parole restrictions are unusual and that Hof
should not
be barred from attempting a cornback, "\'lhi.ch he hopes would
be unsuccessful.
PRESIDENT FORD
At August 5 press conference, Meany called for Nixon's
resignation as solution to economic problems and said of
then Vice President Ford:
"I have confidence in his
integrity.
And I think most of the American people would
be willing to chip in and try to help us get over this
problem which would surely ensue if the President is convicted.
I think there would be a certain amount of national unity
displayed and I think that Vice President Ford, if he
becomes President, would have that kind of support. And
I am sure that at
least he would- have the
support .;.""'.o£:·
the trade
•
•
. r 0 .,~,. ·""'
.
union movement J.nsofar as we could consJ.stently ,g~poi:t)l;um
in view of our problems and our policies.
l-:/
· :~ 1l
-i,

~.;

'

"Vice President Ford is a conservative, you~~~know, bt:..t
we have lived in this country with conservatives b~fore
and the conservative with integrity is far better than what
we have today in the White House.

(Vice President Ford) is very conservative in his•
attitude. He never introduced a bill in 25 years in the
House of Representatives under his O\rm name but, you see,
he is the only Vice President we have."
The AFL-CIO "Congressional Scorecard" lists
President Ford voting "right" in labor's view 19 times
during his 25-year congressional service and "wrong"
109 times.
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11 hu h.tJ dl·alt with him 111
1,d Jl·,.:rtlx•J ~lr. 1\ixon, 111 what
·. o~· i.,., a ;, wn,· uf great angui~h tu him
.• • : . , !. ::t1h·. ns K"tc."nt' and self-controlled,

,

· 1.,. ,.:,.

• ..:. , • t

Hy JACK CRELLI~
~. Uolm

Editor

J>.:~pllc h1s consen·ati\'e background, Gerald
H Ford. who succeeds l~ichard l\1. Nixon as
r-resiJent today' has the distinction of having
th·: full su;>pon uf ilhnost e\'cry segment of
nrg;miz<"d labor.
Labor leaders, ;2lmost unanimously, like what
they call ~lr. Ford's "honesty and integrity." ·
This indudes U:\ W Pre!>iclt!nt Leonard Wood·
t'ock, t\FL-CIO Presidc:nt George ~1eany and ·
fom1crTeamsters President .James R. Hoffa.
\\'ood..:t)(k. :tfter hearing Mr. :'\ixon's address
l;tst ni~ht. said
"Mr. :\ixon's n.'~l!,'lla1Jon wmcs as the
n:ttJOn's tconomic and pc.litical truubles arc fnst
wor.scnin:,:
"It is dt·ar that those problems must be
<1nswercd and turn,·J around.
"OIJ\'iousJ~·. the l'AW will cooperate with the
new Furd admmtst,r:ttion in any effort it would
t:tkt· tv corrt•ct th..: enormous economic and
rnor;tl Jlffi..:ultk·~ th:: n<ttion faces.··
Temm!l'rs Pre~ident Frank E. Fitzsimmons,
an &rdcm hacker of :\Jr. 1\ixon, was unar;~ilahle
for comment last ni!!hl. His offict> reported he
wa~ ·~out olltJ~\"11

..

In lletrOtt, Hllfla said he sympathized with
~lr. :'\ixon O\W the agonizin~ decision he had to
make
~h.•;m}·. ;, fn·.quent (ritic of ~lr. Nixon, saiJ in
;1 tclt•gram to ford.
··<~n hehall uf thl' .\1-'I.-CIO I pledge to you all
} Jll•s~•hl\' suppurt ia meding the graw and
}
-..·nous Jlruhl\.'llll~ nati(ln faces."
·
I

d\j'''"''J'"u• jJ"

......

•••••~ ~- q 1 ~
'/"""'

not leur w Jat tlwy had CXJ'<'""·d · - · • .....
''I regrrt. deeply nnv. inJ·urtcs llt'"t
. 1 .~.
. ~ n lih
I>e.l'O do~c. m the cour~~ of th~ events th.11 It·,! to
t

J'

________

this dcctsJon," :\!r. :'\ 1xon s~id. "I wnul,t l>.J)
only that tf !.orne o~ my judgments wen· v. rc111g,

F.arlier this week, Meany had voiced his
Ford's integrity.
"I thmk there would be a certain amount of
national unity displayed and I think that VJce·
President Ford, if he ht?comes president would
ha\'e that kind of support.
'
''And I nm sure that at least he would haV(·
the support of the trade union movement insofar
as we could consistcrtlly support him in \'iew of
our probkms and po:i.::ics."
1.\V. Abel, president 0f the L'nited Steelworkers union, said it was his "fcn·ent hope that
und~r President Ford we will get on with the
busmess of meeting the many challenges
confrontmg America and the people...
But ~lean}' probably summed up the fcdinos
of .most lalxJr leaders a few days ago when he
sa1d:
''\'ice-President Ford is a conscn·mi\·e, \'OU
know, bu~ we han• lin:-d i1i this country ,\·ith
consen·atl\'es before and the consen·ative with
integrity is far better tlwn what we have in the
White House tod:ty."
·
unqunli~icd belief m ~lr.

~ ,•

(~

.

Iron ore pact reached
DULUTH- (AP) - Part of the strike of the
United Steelworkers of America (USW l against
northern Minne~ota iron ore mining :md
processing firms ended last mght.
t\ joint statement said a three-rear contract
was agreed to bt>twccn the USW and Pickands·
~lather &Co. of Clc\·eland, managing agcuts for
the Eric ~lining Co. of Hoyt Lakes, Minn., and
the I Jibbing Taconit~ Co.
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GEORGE MEANY, President, AFL-CIO
George Meany, a trade union official for more than
a half-century, has been president of the AFL-CIO since its
merger in 1955. He has been reelected without opposition
since. Mr. Meany will be 80 years old on August 16, 1974.
He established outstanding record of public service. He was
twice named by President Eisenhower as a U.S. delegate to
the United Nations General Assembly. In recent years, he
has served as a member of the President•s Productivity
Commission, the President's Commission on Industrial Peace
and the Board of COMSAT, among other important public
bodies. He was a recipient in 1963 of the Presi'dential
Medal of Freedom Award.
AFL-CIO
The American Federation of Labor and Congress of
Industrial Organizations (AFL-CIO) is a voluntary federation
of 110 national and international unions. As of January
1, 1974, membership totaled 13,600,000. Major unions not
affiliated with AFL-CIO are the Teamsters, the Auto Workers
and the Mine Wdrkers.
ISSUES
Following is Mr. Meany's position on various major
issues:
FOREIGN AFFAIRS
Opposed to detente and "the giving away of American
technology, American resources and American jobs." Supported
President Nixon on Vietnam. Vigorously anti-communist.
Believes any accommodation benefits·communists.
ECONOMY
Blames Administration's "one sided wage-price controls
tight money and high interest rate policiP.s, and export of
farm products and crude materials (especially to communist
countries) as cause of inflation and unemployment. Singles
out high interest rates as greatest contributing factor.
Puts much of blame for situation on policies of Arthur Burns.
Supports greater government spending, more public service jobs,
increased minimum wage, profit curbs and higher tariffs as
means to cut unemployment and revive economy.
11

,

POLITICAL
Remained "neutral" in 1972 primarily because of
dislike of McGovern and support of Vietnam policy of Nixon.
Has strongly opposed Nixon foreign and economic policies
as weakening country and causing in;lation and unemployment.
Called for Nixon's impeachment or resignation. Calls for
election of a "veto proof" Congress this year with aim to
pass social legislation sought by AFL-CIO. Appears now to
support Senator Jackson as democratic candidate in 1976.
SPECIAL ISSUES
Concerned over implication in memorandum of former
Assistant Labor Secretary that political considerations were
entering enforcement of occupational safety and health
laws. No evidence of any efforts to this affect found-beyond memorandum--and enforcement today clearly being
conducted on behalf of workers.
Supports United Farm Workers in organizing drive
against Teamsters. Probably more anti-teamsters than pro
United Farm Wo~kers.
Opposed to Jimmy Hoffa as a labor leader but believes
parole restrictions are unusual and that Hoffa should not
be barred from attempting a comback, which he hopes would
be unsuccessful.
PRESIDENT FORD
At August 5 press conference, Meany called for Nixon's
resignation as solution to economic problems and said of
then Vice President Ford: "I have confidence in his
integrity.
And I think most of the American people would
be willing to chip in and try to help us get over this
problem which would surely ensue if the President is convicted.
I think there would be a certain amount of national unity
displayed and I think that Vice President Ford, if he
becomes President, would have that kind of support. And
I am sure that at least he would have the support of the trade
union movement insofar as we could consistently support him
in view of our problems and our policies.
·
"Vice President Ford is a conservative, you know, blJ,i:-:, 0
we have lived in this country with conservatives befor~;~·' 110 ,;:,
and the conservative with integrity is far better than~hat
~
we have today in the White House.
.,~b
:.
·~"\
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....
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(Vice President Ford) is very conservative in his
attitude. He never introduced a bill in 25 years in the
House of Representatives under his own name but, you see,
he is the only Vice President we have."
The AFL-CIO "Congressional Scorecard" lists
President Ford voting "right" in labor's view 19 times
during his 25-year congressional service and "wrong"
109 times.
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(202) 637-5010

August 8, 1974

Attached are transcripts of the press
conferences held by AFL-CIO President George Meany
on Nonday, August 5 and Tuesday, August 6, 1974
at the regular meeting of the AFL-CIO Executive
Council, Drake Hotel, Chicago, Illinois.

TRANSCRIPT OF :
PRESIDENT GEORGE MEANY'S PRESS CONFERENCE
MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 1974 -- EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

J

MEANY: Before getting into any questions that
you may have, I would like to announce that I
have sitting along side of me Brother Meshel,
General Secretary of Histadrut, which is the
Israeli Federation of Labor. Brother Meshel
appeared before the Executive Council this
morning and discussed some of the problems -economic and military facing the Israeli people
today. And, of course, we indicated to him that
we are continuing to support Histadrut and to
support Israel in its efforts to stay alive in
the Middle East.

MEANY: We have a long, long list of suggestions
that we have made. Up to now they have received
very little attention from the Administration
and actually as of the moment they have no plan.
I think cutting down the high interest rate would
help. I don't know anything that is more
inflation~ry than high interest rates because
high interest rates go into business expansion;
they go into the cost of operating and they go
into every phase of economic life. Eventually,
high interest rates are paid for by the
consumer.

So Brother Meshel will be here and at the
conclusion of my portion of the press conference
he will be available for any questions that
you may want to ask him about the situation
in Israel.

I think it would help the situation if our tax
structure was readjusted. I think the exorbitant
~ofits -- these companies getting two or three
hundred percent in profits -- also have an impact
on the problem.' But, in the final analysis, I
think it is up to the Adrninis~ration that has
come up with this disastrous policy -- inaugurated
in February 1969 -- to come up with a viable
plan. I think"it would be unfair to take the
housewife who is paying through the nose -- who is
at the supermarket checkout counter -- and say
to her "what are you complaining about. Do you
have a plan?"

Now, you have a number of statements on the
economy, high interest rates, collective
bargaining and the economy, housing and, of
course, a statement on Israel and a statement
on the farm workers. And, also a statement on
our attitude on the impeachment question.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, have you been invited to
the White House to discus; inflation and if the
answer is "no" would you go if you were
invited?
MEANY: Oh, yes. I have not been invited to
the White House to discuss the question of
inflation. I have talked to Mr. Rush, who is
the President's chief economic advisor, at the
present time, and I have indicated that labor
in this country is, as it has always been,
involved, concerned, affected by inflation. In
fact, we feel that the millions of people that
we represent are certainly among the first
victims of inflation. And, we are ready to
cooperate with the Administration in any viable
plan, any program that will help to solve this
problem.
I have made it quite clear to Mr. Rush that we
are not prepared to become part of an
Administration charade of some kind or
Administration publicity stunt, which seems to
have been the Administration's responses to
all of these problems for the past several years.
Mr. Herb Stein would make a speech or McCracken,
when he was there, would make a speech.
Arthur Burns would make a speech, the President
would make a speech but there was no substance
to the program. We got a lot of false
predictions, a lot of false promises. We were
told t?at we now could see the light at the'
end of the tunnel. We were told that last
quarter was bad; this quarter was bad; this
quarter was going to be good; inflation rate
is going to be down next December to where it
was last January and so on and so forth. And
none of this panned out.
·

.

I made it quite clear to Mr. Rush that we would
not take part in any publicity stunts or anything that was designed solely to indicate ehat
the President was concerned with this problem.
If, however, they had a program -- a program
that made sense -- that we would cooperate in
every possible way to do what we could to meet
this particular problem.
REPORTER:

Do you have any suggestions, Sir?

This is what we elect Congress for. This is
what we elect Senators for. And, pardon the
expression, this is what we elect our President
for.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, last week you said that
the American public hasn't any confidence in our
President.
MEANY: I think that was the greatest understatement I've ever made.
REPORTER: Do you think we would be better off
with Vice President Ford fighting inflation and
other things?

~:

o~

Well, I wouldn •t make any prediction
what Mr. Ford's policies would be. When you
say "lack of confidence, lack of credibility."
I think Ford would be an improvement because
there would be a certain confidence in his
integrity that we have evidentally lost with the
present occupant of the White House.

I

\
\
,

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you have confidence in
Vice President Ford should he become President?
MEANY: I have confidence in his integrity. And
I think most of the American people would be
willing to chip in and try to help get us over
this problem which would surely ensue if the
President is convicted. I think there would be
a certain amount of national unity displayed
and I think that Vice President Ford, if he
becomes President, would have that kind of
support. And I am B.lre that at least he would
have the support of the trade union movement
insofar as we could consistently support him m
view of our problem and our poli,cies.
/>' \\

10

i ,',:

Vice President Ford is a qbrfi;ervati've, you kno-w
but we have lived in this. e,buntry with
conservatives before and tae conservative with
integrity is far better tfian what we have
today in the White House.

I don't know whether President Nixon is conservative or radical or what he is and I'm sure that
he himself doesn't know.
·~

MEANY PRESS CONFERENCE
REPORTER: Mr • Meany, in your opinion, could
there be a quicker solution to the economic
problems if the President resigned?
MEANY: Yes. And I don't agree with those who
say that there is something undemocratic about
resigning or that resigning LS a terrible thing.
Resigning resolved the Spiro problem and nobody
seemed to get excited. I have not heard
anyone say that the country is in very, very
bad shape because Spiro resigned and if the
President re~igned, I don't think it would be
as shocking to the country.

M~nday,

August 5, 1974
Page 2

have to have that kind of inflation. We dLdn't
have it beforer we didn't have it under
Kennedy7 we didn't have it under Johnson; we
didn't have it under Eisenhower. Why do we have
to have it under this man now in the Wh1te
House? ~d, I contend that we don't have to
have it. Just because Brazil has a great
inflation or some other countr1es do. we don't
have to have 1t •
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, was there any d1ffer ence
in the Council on the impeachment stat~ ~nt?

MEANY: Yes. There were two members of the
REPORTER: If the President were to resign, would council that did not agree with the statement.
you favor granting him immunity?
REPORTER: Could you name them?
MEANY: The question of granting him immunity
is something that has been spoken about -- I
MEANY: Mr. WUrf and Mr. Hall.
would say I would have no interest in seeing
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, in the statement you said
the President have any further troubles. All I
that in effect the Council supports the
want of the President is to just go away.
impeachment proceedings.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you see any relationship between the President's problems and the
MEANY: The impeachment proceedings are the ohly
economy?
proceedings provided by the Constitution to
bring the President to task.
MEANY: There is a relationship between the
President's scrambling to maintain himself in
REPORTER: In a nut shell, what would the ~
President's removal and the succession of the 1
office and the economy itself. Now, I am not
Vice President Ford mean to the people that
'
a financial expert. I'm not an expert in the
stock market but I can read the figures. The
you represent?
\
stock market is certainly reacting to the
~:
In a nut shell?
President's lack of leadership. It is
reacting specifically to tight money, high
REPORTER: In a nut shell.
\
interest rates.
The thing that I can't understand is after you
go five years down one road and you go down,
down, down into economic disaster that you
still maintain the same theory that started you
down the road -- restricted credit, tight
money, high interest rates, high unemployment.
This is Arthur Burns• philosophy enunciated in
February 1969. We weren't doing too badly
then. We had a little over 4% inflation rate
and now we have an almost 12% inflation now.
We still had 5-3/4%, 5~/o interest. A person in
the middle income bracket could buy a home.
A person in the $25,000-a-year class can't buy
a home in America today unless he is willing
tog:> down into the older portions of our cities.
In view of this absolute economic disaster, I
:an•t understand Arthur Burns, who is the
architect, refusing to change his attitudes.
He is still where he was in February 1969. Still
going down the road -- restricted cred1t, tight
money. Everything is determined by money and
the cost of money and until this changes I
think we are going to continue to go down the
road to further economic trouble.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, the President, the
Administration suggested that the problem is as
real as you say but they also say that there is
a world-wide inflation and that the problem
here in the United States is no different than
in any other country.
~:

That's what they say and I don't buy it.
There is a world-wide lack of freedom. There are
a tremendous number of people in this world who
haven't their freedom. We still have our freedom in this country. Yet, there are countries
under dictatorship that have as high as 300
percent inflation but that doesn't mean that we

MEANY: In a nut shell they would look at the
White House and they would see a fellow who
looks like he is honest and has integr1ty and
we would hope that the American people would
rally around him.
REPORTER: Economically, what specifically do
you know about Vice President Ford?
MEANY: He is very conservative in his attltude.
He never introduced a bill in 25 years in the
House of Representatives under his own name
but, you see, he is the only Vice President we
have.
REPORTER: And you say in a nut shell that Mr.
Ford would be better than Mr. Nixon?
MEANY: In a nut shell, he is the only Vice
President we have.
REPORTER:

What is your assessment of Mr. Ford?

~;

Oh, my assessment -- you mean on i1is
performance since he has become Vice President? ,
I think it is horrible. I think he should
/
keep his mouth shut.
~
REPORTER:
MEANY:

Could you elaborate?

I could but I won't.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, since you offered, on
behalf of the AFL-CIO to cooper~te, ,what is the
present attitude on wage and p~i;cafO~ntrols7
·)

MEANY: Our pos1tion on wage' ~d price' contlt"ols
is the same as it was eight ~~ars ago. We have
no objections to equitable controls. We have
no objections if that is the answer. But we
do object to controlling wages and not controlling
interest rates, not controlling dividends. not
controlling every last item that goes into this

'
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structure, not controlling income of every
particular type, not controlling the price in
the grocery store, in the supermarket, in the
drug store. In other words, we now have equity
on this question of controls because there are
no controls. The only thing that is equitable
is no controls or absolutely complete and
total controls.

REPORTER: How long are you going to sit back
and see if his program 1s going?

REPORTER: The \ihite House is running a series
of economic road shows.

If the Vice President cont1nues his
support of the President, saying he bel1eves
in his innocence, would that diminish your
belief in the Vice President's integrity?

MEANY: I don •t know. I can see your point.
If you want to cooperate vuu havE" t.o say, "well,
there is going to be no crit1c1sm. We are going
to try to cooperate for X number of months or
weeks." But even there, there 1s an unspoken
reservation because if he sent a message to
Congress calling for a piece of legislation -I mentioned this to President Nixon back in 1971
and he threw his hands up and said that would take let's s~ to follow Secretary s~mon·s program
of $20 billion budget ~~t -- you know, taking
a bureaucracy of 300,000 people -- something
it out of the hides of the aged and the poor
like we had in Wbrld War II. Well, we might
-- we couldn't agree with anything like that.
have been better off if he had set up a
~o the honeymoon could last maybe overnight
bureaucracy of 300,000 people than to go through
I just don't know.
~he farce that he went through beginning in
August 1971 with Phase I, Freeze I, Phase II,
But my inclination wou.ld certainly be to
Freeze II and so on and so forth and leave us
where the people are being badly, badly hurt
cooperat~ in a situation where a President is
by this whole situation.
•removed or resigned and we have a new man in
there. My inclination would be to cooperate
lit might have been less expensive to have set
in every possible way. Reserving. of course,
up a big bureaucracy.
a r1ght to protect our own interest<

MEANY: I'm not sure they are doing that. They
started one here in Chica0 o on the 26th. I'm
not sure that that's not now inoperative,
as Ron would say.
REPORTER: All the contact with labor was with
the Teamsters. What was your advice to your
affiliates?
MEANY: They did contact me at the last
minute. Some White House physician -- I don't
know who he represents. He is in the White
House. Whether he is in charge of the aspirin
division over there, I don•t know. But he
contacted me and wanted me to get somebody
out here to Chicago to this meeting. I
called and found out that the meeting was all
set and that all the arrangements were made
through the Chicago Association of Commerce
and Industry or whatever they call it. I
felt that I was not go1ng to take a left-handed,
last-minute invitation of that type, especially
when the man in charge out here for the
Commerce and Industry Association was asked
about it, he just said, "Oh, it's just
propaganda for the President." I'm not
interested, as I said before, in stunts.
REPORTER; Mr. Meany, there has been a lot of
speculation about your relationship with Robert
Strauss and the Democratic party. M1at are
your relationships?
MEANY:

Well, I met him once or twice -- ·three
Once we had a cocktail together.
My relationship with him is nothing.
Nothing.
He is in charge of the Dernocratic party. I
happen to be the elected head of the trade
union movement. And there is no connection
between my organization and his organization.
I have a lot of good friends who are Democrats
and they are ipterested in the Democratic
party and ~ wou'd l1ke to see them play a
larger role in the ~~ocratic party. As far as
I'm concerned, and as far as the AFL-CIO is
concerned, I have no connect1011 with the
Democratic party and have no intention of
having any connection.

timeS really.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, if Vice President Ford
should become President how long a honeymoon
would he have?
MEANY:

I don't know.

REPORTF~:

MEANY: Well, that 1s a very ..,~ood question. In
fact, it gives you cause to th1nk that if he
feels the Bresident has done no wrong and that
the President is innocent of all these th1ngs
and that if he becomes Pres1dent that he might
do the same thing -- now, I JUSt don't believe
that. I don't believe he would set up an
espionage unit and stuff l~ke tt1at. I m
willing to just take this as polit1cal loyalty
and let it go at that.
REPORTER: If he becomes President through the
impeachment process or resignation do you
think Vice President Ford would be an easy
mark for the Democrats in 1976?
MEANY:

No.

No, I do not.

The idea that the Democrats have a pushover in
1976, I don't buy that at all.
rf Nixon is
still in the White House 1n 19"7.. yes. They
could put my Aunt Tillie up and she would win.
REPORTER: .Mr. Meany what other candidates
besides your Aunt Tillie would you l1ke to see
President?
~: Now, I didn't say that 1 would like for
my Aunt Tillie to run. I was J~st say1ng she
could win.

REPORTER: What other candidates do the
Democrats.
MEANY: If Nixon is still ln 1n 19:6 1t wouldn't
make any difference. If Forri is •here and the
country has come out uf the d~ldrums to some
exte~t, Ford would be a very
very serious
cand~date for reelection.
The mar. in the
White House always has a ~erta1n advantage and,
of course, the Democrats might. want to commit
suicide again. You can never"t,eli1G;. They
still have those suicidal t,.tu~encies with1n the
party.
: .;?'
.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you'•think that if a
Democratic Congress is elected tn November it
should do something about inflatton?
'
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Yes, I think that, under the ,present
circumstances, we have to look to the Congress
to do something about this situation, for
instance, in the housing industry where we
· are in a deplorable situation -- where millions
of people can't buy new homes because of the
tremendous cost of hiring the money. I think
that the Congress could pass legislation of
various kinds. I think that they could set up
billions of dollars to provide 6% money. Six
percent money would revive the housing
industry, revive it over night. It would have
a tremendous impact on all of our domestic
economic problems. I think they could order
the Federal Reserve for instance to order
the financial institution to take a certain
percentage of money and divert it to socially
important projects that are important to
people rather than just putting it up to the
highest bidder and, if the highest bidder, is
a gambling casino, that's where the loan goes.
So, I think that we have to look to Congress to
help in this domestic economic situation.
~:

REPORTER: Are you waiting until after
November for the new Congress • • • •

MEANY: No, no, no, I don •t. This may be
considered reckless. Some may say this is a
reckless statement. No, I don't see any
limits. I think it would be crazy to ask for
25% when inflation is up 12%. But if inflation
is up 12%,
what is the answer? What are
the unions in business for? They are in business
to try to ~eep their people alive. That's why
there are cost of living escalator clauses, which
have been in vogue for 20 years at least, in
collective bargain~ng. What are they for? They
are to keep pace and any union that wants to keep
pace now has to get 12%.
REPORTER: Do you think they wi 11 go much beyond
that? Are they acting recklessly, though?
MEANY: 'I think tne most reckless people in
America today are the money changers. They are
the people who are going to bring this economy
to collapse. And, what is the motivation? It
is very simple, a very simple word -- greed.
No other motivation.
REPORTER:
MEANY:

Mr. Meany. you mean. •

I mean the bankers. yes.

MEA-~:

Oh, no, we are pressing this Congress.
I don't think we can wait another six months.

REPORTER: What would be your legislative
priorities next year?
MEANY: National Health Insurance. restoring
the programs that the President destroyed.
Many of the programs that we felt were socially
important that they want to eliminate -- that
Mr. Simon wants to eliminate. He wants, for
instance, to cut down by 8% aid to the elderly.
He wants to cut back the social security
increases just for the next six months so to
save $4.3 billion and things like that. We
would see that those things just didn't happen.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, how do you feel about the
program Senator Bentsen outlined for the
Democrats? Is that a viable program?
MEANY: I'm sorry, I didn't get a chance to
study his program. That was when he replied
to the President.
REPORTER:
force7

What about the cost of living task

MEANY: The cost of living task force to me -we will have a statement on that later -- but
off-the-cuff, the cost of living task force
composed of Cabinet people and the economic
advisers to the President and nobody else -all government people and he wants a million
dollar appropriation from the congress -- this
is a complete and absolute phoney. Ee can
appoint that task force tomorrow morning and he
has plenty of funds. This idea that this is
something new, that this is something that he
doesn't have. He has all these people if
he wants their advice -- they are all in the
White House, his economic advisers, his
Cabinet people. So this cost of living task
force is a real phoney.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, the
that with inflation going
workers were justified in
above that level. Do you
what unions shuld seek?

last time you told us
up 10 to 12% that
seeking wage benefits
see any limit to

REPORTER: You made your position clear and
labor has on impeachment • • • •
MEANY:
clear.

I always make my position perfectly

REPORTER: And on the resignation -- what are your
views on this third alternative -- that the
President temporarily step aside?
MEANY:

You mean, Senator Proxmire?

That's possible under the 25th amendment, but
I don't know that that would make anybody happy
except Proxmire. It wouldn't make me happy,
I know that.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, you recently made a statement where you targeted certain banks, like
the Chase Manhattan Bank, First City Corp. and
other Rockefeller controlled banks.
MEANY: Well, that's on these new city t.otes that
are going to divert money from savings and
loans. Now savings and loan institutions in
this country have been for many. many years a
great source of money for building homes. People
put their money in and they loan it out on home
building and they are limited now to somewhere
in the 5-3/4% range. These new city bonds, as
they call them, with a floating rate and a
guarantee that they put a base under the rate
over a certain length of time are going for the
same type of money that would normally go into
savings and loans-- and giving them 9.7%. Of
course, they are long term bonds but they can
be cashed in after a certain amount of time. And
this is going to drain money from the sa~ings
and loans -- and none of this money is going to
do anything for the housing "~n~~ft~3J·
.,_·9

·,·:

REPORTER: Going back to J>9l.i tics for, a minute.
A couple of years ago you ~id that the
Democratic party was in sh~les -- how would
you assess it today?
·
MEANY:
years.

Well, they are now in ·shambles plus two
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REPORTER: With regard to direct roortgage loans
for housing -- how hard could you push that?
We are going to push just as hard as we
can push because it is of tremendous importance.
It's important in two ways. It would help the
industry where we have hundreds of thousands
-- a couple of million members. But it is
important too for our 14 million members and
their families. They can't get homes. It is
important for many, many millions more who
don't belong to our unions. After all a home
you live in is just about the most basic thing
you have outside of finding food, so this is
someth1ng that we are going to press very hard.
To try to get a reasonable interest structure
for loaning money for housing. I don't know
of anything more important.
~=

REPORTER:

The idea of the direct loans • • •

MEANY: I don't care if they are direct or
government guaranteed or whether the Federal
Reserve uses its power or whether COngress
directs them to use their power to allocate a
certain aroount of money. I don't care where
it comes from but I think it's the government's
obligation. Just as the government stepped in
the other day and there was a real hustle and
bustle over on Capitol Hill and within a day
or two there were $2 billion allocated for
Earl Butz• friends, who were in real trouble.
The people who were gouging us a year ago in
the beef cattle industry are now in trouble.
Because of that they got $2 billion overnight,
almost. So, if they can get $2 billion of
government credits and government backup credits
then they are millions and mill.ions of Americans
who ought to get some consideration in their
search for a decent home.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, would you recommend that
there ought to be a ceiling on the amount of
interest on those loans for housing?
MEANY: Oh, yes. Oh, absolutely. In other words,
if the government is going to allocate a lot
of rooney and it will still be at 10 or ll or
12%, that's not worth it. I think we have to
get back to 6% money. The 5-3/4% money.
REPORTER: What will that do, Mr. Meany, to the
price of the products that go into the home -lumber and other things? Would.n 't they demand
a substantial increase?
I don't know.
'
REPORTER : Thank you.
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TRANSCRIPT OF:
PRESIDENT GEORGE MEANY'S PRESS CONFERENCE
TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 1974 -- EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

MEANY:

A number of statements have been distri-

bUted about various problems to which we addressed
ourselves.
I would like to call particular attention to the
statement on the retirement from the Council
of Philip Randolph, who is past president of
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. This
statement represents in a brief way what our
thoughts are of Phil Randolph.
It would take a much longer statement to really
do justice to Phil Randolph and the contribution
that he has made, over the years, not only to
the advancement of the blacks in America and
in the trade union movement but the contribution that he has made for the cause of human
freedom all over.

This tape indicates that he knew about it and
was informed about it six days after it happened and it also indicates that he took action to
clock the investigations that were underway
at that time. In other wocds, that he at
that time took action to cover up.
This is only one more in the great load of
stuff which has come out which indicates that
the President surely should be impeached.
And surely should be tried by the Senate as
failing to live up to his oath of office.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, on one of those tapes.
the one I think at two o'clock on the afternoon
of the 23rd, the President mentioned Shultz
as having done a good job on the Meany thing.
MEANY:

It is kind of sad for me personally because of
my close association with him, going back many
years, to see him in retirement. That's the
way things go and I want to publicly express
appreciation and my great admiration for an
old devoted trade unionist. Without casting
any doubt on Martin Luther King WQO was, of
course, the great proponent of non-violence,
Phil Randolph carried the torch and, in the
early years, in fact all his life, advocated
progress without violence. He believedprogress
could be made without violence.
We have elected two new members of the council.
One in place of Phil Randolph and the other to
take the place of John Griner, who died a short
time back. John was with the American Federation
of Government Employees.
The two new Council members are c.L. Dellums,
who is president of the Brotherhood of the
Sleeping Car Porters, and Francis Filbey, who is
president of our great Postal Union.
REPORTERs Mr. Meany, is Mr. Randolph retiring
because of illness?
MEANY: Well, yes. His health has failed but
he is mentally alert. I talked to him a very
short time ago and frankly I think the main
reason he is retiring is that the doctor has
told him that he does not want him to travel.
He feels travel is dangerous for him. Phil
Randolph is about 86. Mentally he is fine, but
physically he has gone back.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, would you give us the
reaction of labor to the latest Watergate disclosures?
MEANY: Well, the latest disclosure just adds
to the wealth of evidence that the Congress will
have before it under the impeachment proceedings. Looking at it, from just what is on
the tapes, would indicate that the President did
not tell us the truth when he said he didn't
know about this operation and had nothing to do
with trying to cover it up. He has been saying
repeatedly that it wasn't until March 21, 1973
that he really found out what it was all about.

I read that.

I don't know-- I'll

~to ask blue eyes about that when I see

him. Because I don't know Whether when he said
Shultz did a good job on the Meany thing maybe
he did an investigation and kept me off the
enemies list. I really don•t know. I'll
have to talk to George about that.
I had just come back from Europe that week.
I had been over to Europe about 10 days and I
recall it right well because somebody had
called my office, according to reports that
developed later, demanding that I go to New
York to talk to George McGovern. That he
wanted me to come up there to see him and who
was I not to go up -- this was a great opportunity to talk to the man who was going to
be President. Anyway, I told them to go to hell.
The story came out later that this was not
Gary Hart at all but this was someone from
Colson's office imitating Hart. That happened
that very week, that is how I remember. But
as far as what the President was talking to
Shultz about, I have no idea.
REPORTER: Do you think that Shultz could have
been a part of that plan to get Colson to
call you?
MEANY: No.
not Shultz.

Of that I•m quite positive.

No,

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, y.esterday you said the
AFL-CIO was adopting a hands-off policy on
impeachment lobbying activity. Does this latest
development yesterday change that?
No. No. We presented our position
some months ago. We documented it for our own
people and for our own paper. we distributed
that documentation to the press. I think it
was 19 items on which we thought the President
should stand trial on impeachment charges and we
finished that series of articles sometime in
January. We have, of course, printed the news
in our press since then but we sent word out
then, or at least I did, to our people over
on Capitol Hill that there was to be no traditional lobbying.
~'
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Now there is a difference between expressing
an opinion on things that happen, and that, of
course, we are going to continue to do. But
lobbying is something different. Lobbying
is where you go and you count noses. You see
a Senator or a Congressman in his office and
try to persuade him and put him on record.
That we do every day of the week, on all sorts
of legislation -- legislation that affects labor,
legislation that affects consumers, legislation
on civil rights, legislation on education. It
is a day-to-day job that we do all the time
with the staff, not with just the AFL-CIO but
the staff of the international unions.

Now, the best he can hope for, and this i s
being practical about it, is to perhaps escape
conviction by the Senate and if he does it
will be by a narrow vote. And then we would
have practically a lame-duck President for
the next two years, I don't think that
America -- and I'm looking at it from the
point of view of the nation -I1~ looking at it from the point of view -that Americans can afford to go through that
sort of situation for the next two years.

As far as I know, all of the unions have
followed our lead. We are not lobbying on this
question. We are not trying to press a Congressman or a Senator as to how he or she should ·
vote. And as far as I'm concerned, we will not
do that.

MEANY: I don't know. He keeps saying that
he will not submit a resignation and, of
course, other people have said that and have
changed their minds. Even today he said
again that he would not submit his resignation.
I merely say, as one individual, as one
AmericaB citizen, that I think it would be
the best thing for the country if he would
submit his resignation and do it immediately.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, does this news change
your views on your desires for the President
to resign?
It does not. In fact, it reinforces my
view that the President should resign.

~:

I think it is quite clear that what we face for
the next four months or so is certainly
bad for this nation. We do not have a
functioning executive branch. The Pxesident
is not functioning as he should under these
circumstances. And it is quite opvious why.
The Departments are without direction. There
are all sorts of unfilled positions. There
is a complete lack of policy from the Executive branch. And, on the question of foreign
affairs, how can a secretary of State, a
competent Secretary of State, operate when hds
principal is in a sense crippled, and the people
across the world know this. So, this places
an awful handicap on anyone who has to conduct
foreign policy. We are going to have sort
of a hiatus the~e for the next four months.
Then we have the schedule in the House where
on the 19th of August they are going to star~
to debate the Judiciary Committee's report.
It is going to take them a couple of weeks and,
of course, it seems quite obvious that somewhere toward the end of August they will approve
articles of impeachment.
The the President has to have a month or so in
September to prepare his defense. Then the
Senate goes into an impeachment trial around
the first of October. So, when you look at it
you see for the next four months a crippled·
executive branch really not functioning, and
I don't think there is any room for argument
of this, and, we see our legislative branch
completely preoccupied with impeachment procedures for the next four months. So this means
a period between now and perhaps Thanksgiving
where there is gqing to be no real directio"n and
I think this is bad.
I think it is bad for
is bad for the people
feel that it would be
President under these

the country. I think it
and for that reason I
the best thing for the
circumstances to resign.

•
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REPORTER: Do you think that he
himself to the Senate?

would submit

REPORTER: What do you mean, you don't think
the nation could take a lame-duck Pxesident
for two years?
Well, I think our economy would continue
to go down hill. I think we are approaching
a disastrous -- not a recession, we are in a
recession now -- we are approaching a disastrous depression. we see the head of one
of our largest banks saying that he hasn't
dismissed the possibility of a panic, financial panic, And, I think that one of the
contributing causes is the lack of confidence
in this country in the Executive Branch at
the present time, And I think a couple of
more years of this would be disastrous.

~~

REPORTER: If Gerald Ford becomes President,
would you like to see him make changes in
the current cabinet?
~:

l

Oh, I don't think that it's a question
of what I would like. I think that i f Gerald
Ford became President he would have to look
at the Cabinet and he would have to appoint
a Cabinet of the type of people that Gerald
Ford would feel comfortable with. I think
this would zesult in major changes in the
Cabinet. I don't think that everybody would
go down the drain but I think there would be
major changes. I think this would just be
normal -- a new man would want people close
to him, people he knew better than the people
that are in there. So I'm sure there would
be changes.

i

REPORTER: Would you like to see a new Secretary of Labor?

~:

I'd like to see that tomorrow.

REPORTER:

i

J'
~

How about Kissinger?

MEANY: I think Kissinger is a very competent
man in his position, I: don't agree with some
of the things that he is doing _but he is
doing things under the spons~~ship of the
President, He represents the· President and I
think he might do a much bet~er job under some
other President.
)

MEANY

REPORTER: Who would you like to see as Vice
President under a President Ford?
MEANY:

I don't know, I'll have to look at that.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you foresee formation
of a public employees department in the AFL-CIO?
MEANY:
I'm chartr-ring a public employees
department today.
I'm sorry I didn't tell you
that but that is one of the things that I
announced to the Council.
REPORTER:

Who is going to be in charge of that?

MEANY: Whoever they elect. There are 1~ unions
ana-there will be more coming in and it will be
whoever they select. That will be their job.
REPORTER:
many?
~:
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With a membership, of about how

About 2 million.

REPORTER: Do you think you will ever see
collective bargaining for public employees in
Chieago as long as Richard Daley is mayor?
MEANY:
I have no information on the collectivE
bargaining situation in Chicago.
If t~ey don't
have collective bargaining, I'd be a l1ttle
bit surprised.
I see collective barginin~
widening for public employees all over th1s
country.
In other words, I don't think public
employees are going to be any longer treated as
a class of workers apart from other workers.
They are the same as other workers: they have the
same problems and no matter what special laws
you write for them they will strike an~ the~
will strike successfully and that appl1es, 1n
my book, to Chicago as well as any other city.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, Mayor Daley has been
characterized as a friend of labor, and yet
he almost singularly among big city mayors,
has dragged his feet on collective bargaining.
MEANY:
I have no information on that and I
really don't know anything about it.
rn fact,
I'm a little bit surprised when you tell me
that.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, have you given any thought
to organizing professional athletes?
MEANY: No. From time to time that matter has
come-up to the Executive Council, but not in
recent years.
I remember here in Chicago, oh, a
good many years ago a little fellow by the name of
Marty McManus, who was the infielder for the old
St. Louis Browns, came in and he met with a
committee of the old American Federation of Labor
Executive Council. We told him that we would
not organ1ze baseball players because they
were independent contractors and that they did
not fit into the trade union picture. We felt
that the things that they were interested in
could very well be accomplished by a sort of
fraternal associat1on with a good lawyer. And
that is what has really happened.
I think that
the professional baseball players under Marvin
Miller, their lawyer, are doing quite well.
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You see, when you bring people into the trade
union movement, the first thing that you have
to ask is "can we do something for .them?" ·
You don't bring them in JUSt to have them in.
just to put a trade un1on label ~r ~hem. The
second thing is: "Do they fit 1n to the
movement?" After all in the movement we expect
cooperation. We expect one union to help
another. We expect one worker, who is in
trouble, to be helped by other workers, who
are c1osely associated with him.
I can
readily see where p1cket lines might be
effective and I could see why they wouldn't
be effective -- take a ball player, a football player getting $25,000 a game -- it runs
that high -- respecting a ptcket line to
protect a $4 a hour ticket seller.
So there is a commun1ty of .nterest that
normally exists where th•r• 1s a normal
employer-employee relationsn1p. These people
are professional athletes and, in a sense,
they are independent cont · •·:tors. They
contract for their own st: ~lees. So, we have
always felt that there was no real service that
could be performed by a trade union that could
not be performed or done for them by an
association such as the baseball players have
now.
REPORTER:
MEANY:

Have they contacted you at all?

No, No.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, about the Farm Workers.
What is the status of that resolution yesterday?
Have you talked to Mr. Fitzsimmons? Was there
any progress?
MEANY: No. We reached an agreement with
Fitzsimmons last year and it was quite comprehensive.
It took a long time to negotiate.
In
fact, the agreement came after a full three
days• session and then Mr. Fitzsimmons repud1ated
it after a meeting with his Executive Board, We
have had no contact with him since. We are
pursuing the boycott as the best means of helpinq
the Farm Workers,
In fact, it seems to be the
only means now because, as far as physical
possession of those fields out there we are 1p
against the Teamsters, the Teamster goons, We
are up against the state government which 1s
very, very definitely on the s1de of the ranch
owners. Our onl~ ~ecourse is the boycott and I
think eventually we will do something for the
Farm W9rkers by that method.
REPORTER: Are any AFL-CIO monies going to the
Farm Workers at this point?
MEANY: Not directly, no. We, of course, gave
them $1.6 million last year as you will remember.
They are getting help from the var1ous unions
but we do not have an AFL-CIO monthly allotment
such as we had for man~ many years.
They are collecting dues, of course, and they are
getting help from other un1ons.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, in v1ew of Watergate and
impeachment procedures, what do you see the outlook for the Congressional elections th1s 'fall?

Now, of course, the football players are trying
to achieve somewhat the same result. Th~ are
starting a little later.

,...
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MEANY: Well, I don't have any crystal ball but
z-ao-have some pretty solid information. ~s it
stands now, it is going to be a disaster for
the Republican party. I mean a real disaster.
The people in the marginal districts who won
by 6 or 8 or 10 percent a couple of years ago many, many of them are going to go down the
drain.
However, I'm a realist. There would be a tremendous change and a tremendous improvement in
their prospects if Nixon would resign at this
time.
I think this whole Watergate, as part of the
Republican picture, would more or less disappear
if the President would disappear from the
political scene. But if he is still in there
and this Senate trial is going on, with all this
stuff that keeps coming out - in fact, there
seems to be no end to Watergate revelations.
They keep coming and coming and coming for months.
somebody said the other day that the other shoe
dropped. And a fellow said "No. That's the
465th shoe that dropped.M
If this thing keeps going on and this scenario
keeps developing until the first week of
November, it just spells disaster for the Republicans. No matter what they say, they cannot
divorce themselves from their man in the White
House. He is Mr. Republican and should be, of
course, they keep saying that the Republican
party had nothing to do with CREEP, that CREEP
was a separate institution.
!
Well, I don't thirik the average voter would make
that distinction. CREEP was a Republican entity,
just the same as the Republican National Committee but technically they were separate.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, two questions. Do you
believe you will get a veto proof Congress?
MEANY: Well, when we say we want a veto proof
congress, we are thinking in terms of the many
social programs that the President refused to
fund and many things that we are interested in
that he has been definitely against. We are
thinking in terms of a Congress that can override
vetoes. It is just as practical as that. You
know, if you have the votes to override a veto,
quite often you don't get a veto.
In September 1973 the President vetoed a minimum
wage bill and that veto was sustained by a very,
very small margin of votes. We passed that same
bill in the spring of this year and we repassed
it by such an overwhelming vote that we didn't
get a veto. He signed the identical bill early
this year that he vetoed last August or September.

I•d say 60. They ·would lose 60 seats.
They would go down to the lowest they have been
in many years. I'll make that as a prediction.
If he is still in there and we have got this
thing unresolved, they will lose 60 seats.

~'

REPORTER:

In the House?

MEANY: In the House.
abtlut the. Senate.
REPORTER:
Govern?

I have no particular facts

Are you going to support Senator Mc-

MEANY: Our people in South Dakota are supporting
and have endorsed Senator McGovern. What you
have to keep in mind ~ we do not endorse Congressman or Senators in Washington. The only
endorsements that we make in national COPE, or
the AFL-ClO, is every four years we have an
opportunity to endorse a candidate for President
and a candidate for Vice President. All the
other endorsements are made at the local level
and at the state level. And we rarely quarrel
with those endorsements.
REPORTER: Will you attend the Democratic miniconvention?
~:

No.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, you have made your predictions on the Republican losses of 60 seats
if the President stays in. You said it would be
less if he resigns. Do you have a prediction
in that event?
MEANY: No. No, I say their chances would be
better if he were out of there.
REPORTER: Do you have any
approaching a milestone in
have any feeling about the
in Washington in relation
you have seen in past?

feelings that you are
your life? Do you
political problems
to some of the things

MEANY:

You know to me it is a great time because things
are happening everyday that there

is no precedent for -- things that just never
happened before. Every piece of news that I
hear about on these tapes or what the President
did or what he said or what memo's were altered
and falsified. You just say, "incredible,"
"1ttpC?ssib,le." But these things happen.
REPORTER:
before?

Have you ever seen anything like that

MEANY: No. I don't think there is any question
that there has never been corruption in government, at least at this high level, to the extent
th~t there is today.
You take Teapot Dome, I
can tell you about that, I don•t think there is
So, when we demonstrated that the votes were there, anyone in the room that remembers it but me.
we didn't get a veto and this is true of much
But Teapot Dome was a good, old-fashioned case
legislation. Now, as far as the argument that
of graft. Simple, plain, ordinary graft. A
we want to control the Congress, this is not so.
fellow selling his soul and selling his inWe want a veto p~oof Congress so that the essentfluence -- a member of the cabinet -- for money.
ial social legislation that we are interested in
There were two Cabinet members involve<.'l.; Harry
will not be knocked down by one-third plus one
Daugherty was the Attorney Gene
PR9 Albert
in support of the President. I think that when
Fall who was the Secretary of ,
nt~rior.
They were both indicted and Fa 'J.;''was comdcted for
we look for a veto proof Congress, we are looking
for something that is very practical.
selling access to the naval , . . reserves to the
Sinclair 011 Company. This was up at Teapot
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, earlier you talked about
Dome in Wyoming.
some hard facts on the election. As things now
stand, if the President is still in office, what
But that was a very, very, simple, uncomplicated
type of numbers are you talking about?
case of graft -- not legal graft but I mean real
illegal graft.
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When you compare that to Colson and Segretti,
Haldeman and Ehrlichman and the President and
Mitchell and everybody else 1nvolved, why it
was nothing like Teapot Dome.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you think that COPE
should include impeachment votes in its right
and wrong votes in the fall?
MEANY: That is something we haven't decided
but I think they should. And that's the way
we will most likely decide, I guess.
REPORTER: What future do you see for organized
labor after all your years in the labor movement?
I'm quite optimistic about the future
of organized labor. I've seen organized labor
come from a fairly simple operation to a very
sophisticated operation. Our people, like all
of the other people in America, are better educated and we are trying to see to it that they
are even better educated in the future. I don't
think that I have ever seen labor so active in
so many diverse areas that affect their lives,
and not only their lives but the lives of the
American people as a whole.
~:

It was quite simple back in the old days. You
didn't get enough money in the pay envelope -why? Because the boss wouldn't give it to you.
Now he had it but he JUSt wouldn't give it to
you. He was just an old meanie you know. He
just wouldn't g~ve you that sort of money.
Then we would go to politicianq and we would
say "We don't like this legislation and because
we don't like it we want you to vote against it."
We don't do that any more. We present the facts
and figures, legal arguments and all this sort
of thing. We deal with everything that affects
the American community. We deal with everything
that affects education, civil rights, consumer
protection and so on. The scope of our activities
nas expanded tremendously in my years in the
trade union movement and I expect to see it expana further and I think we take a much more intelligent approach to the problems.
think that we are going to continue to have an
influence on the future of the country as a whole.
I don•t mean just politically. I mean in every
other way. So, I'm quite an optimist
about
the future of the trade union movement.
1

REPORTER: The merger, did it play a substantial
role in the labor movement?
MEANY: When we merged there was one objective
that I had uppermost in my mind. That was to
see that we didn't unmerge. So we are here now
almost twenty years, and I see no weakness in
our merger.
REPORTER: What do you see about the prospect of
the Auto Workers coming back?
MEANY: Oh, I. th~nk, the Auto Workers should be
back in the nat~onal ttade union movement. I
think all organizations that can meet the requirements should be in and I think that organizations that can•t meet the requirements
should not be in. As far as the Auto Workers
are r.oncerned, there is no reason they shouldn't
be ~n.
In my book there was no practical trade
union reason for them to get out. We have very
good relations with them. I have very good relations with Leonard Woodcock. We have good
cooperation on many issues and I think time will
take care of that. I'm quite sure they will be
back.

REPORTER:

What about the Mine Workers?

MEANY: Well, I donit know the Mine ·workers. I
met Miller, the president of the Mine Workers,
only once and I don't know what the feeling is
there. Of course, they were part of the trade
union movement going way back to the early days~
They seem to have some real internal problems
still and they have certainly had other problems.
They have a new contract coming up and I'm sure
he is preoccupied with those problems. I don't
see any reason why the Miners should not be part
of the ttade union movement as a whole.
REPORTER: Will you be aiding the Mine Workers
in any way in their negotiations?
~:

No.

REPORTER:

Any requests?

MEANY: No. He came in to see me with the Secretary treasurer as sort of a courtesy call.
It
was some months ago and we had a nice talk.
REPORTER:
~:

No.

No technical assistance?
Oh, no.

REPORTER: Have you had contact'with Leonard
Woodcock or other representatives of the UAW
since their convention?
MEANY: I haven't had p~rsonally_but I meet Leonar(
from time to time in meetings and my relationship with him is good. I haven't talked to him
but I understand that some of their people have
some reservations and some problems but as far
as I know there is no good trade union reason
why they should be out.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, you were asked about the
reaffiliation of the Teamsters and as I recall
you suggested that it would be up 'to them to
apply. Do you think the Teamsters would be
eligible for readmission under your statutes?
MEANY: Many years ago we laid down a very
simple prescription for the return of any un:on,
any union that wants to accept the const~tut~on
and the rulings of the AFL-CIO. Now, you have to
understand the Teamsters, while there was all
this record of corruption and we knew about it,
that was not really -- technically -- the reason
why they were expelled. Under our constitution,
we had' a right to call in any union that was
under suspicion of corrupt activ~ty regarding
handling of union financing and things like that.
Now, the Teamster's situation was really much
more than a suspicion because of statements
given by officials of the Teamsters Union under
oath. It was quite obvious that there was
corruption and misuse of money. That is not to
say that we proved that but there was a very,
very strong suspicion. We call the Teamsters
in and said that you have to appear before our
Ethical Practices Committee and you have to
explain your actions. And they said, ·~we will
not appear. We will not." Then we sa~d, "Th~s
is the constitution. You approved tpe constltution. Your president was one of the committee
that wrote the const:itution q.n.J.y t.y.ro years before." Their reply was, "'1/f. i:BrJPtt~ business
and we will not submit to ,~st~onK.(~~
~owe
~hat

I :

:·

put them out of theAFL-CIO on,the b~sis
they would not abide by the Co~stitut~on.
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Now, if they were to come back, of course, this
question would still have to be answered. In
this ·way there is a difference between them and
the Auto Workers. The Auto Workers have no
constitutional problem at all. In 1961, after
a good deal of discussion at our Convention in
Miami in December of that year, we practically
invited the Teamsters to come back and to come
back under the constitution. Now, at that time
Hoffa was the president and he felt that he
couldn't meet those conditions because if he
came back he would have to answer some questions.
Right now, with the behavior of the Teamsters,
especially in this Farm Workers thing, I would
think there would be some other questions. You
see this is a voluntary organization. It is
voluntary in the sense that anybody can leave
it. It is also voluntary in the sense that
unions can say to another union that we don't
want you.
Under the circumstances then, I tell you very,
very frankly, while the Teamsters are doing the
work of the growers in California, kicking these
little Farm Workers around, I wouldn't want
them back in the AFL-ClO.
REPORTER: Do you think that Jimmy Hoffa should
be allowed back into the labor movement now?
MEANY: I think the restrict1on placed on Hoffa's
parole is very unusual. I think it is unfair
to place that restriction upon him,:which means
that he can't participate in the affairs of the
trade union movement or in his own union. I
would hope, however, that the Teamsters would
never let him come back. It has nothing to do
with his right as an individual to try to come
back.
REPORTER:

Thank you, Mr. Meany.
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we have a long, long list of suggestions
that we have made. Up to now they have received
very little attention from the Administration
and actually as of the moment they have no plan.
I think cutting down the high interest rate would
help. I don't know anything that is more
inflationary than high interest rates because
high interest rates go into business expansion;
they go into the cost of operating and they go
into every phase of economic life. Eventually,
high interest rates are paid for by the
consumer.

MEANY: Before getting into any questions that
you may have, I would like to announce that I
have sitting along side of me Brother Meshel,
General Secretary of Histadrut, which is the
Israeli Federation of Labor. Brother Meshel
appeared before the Executive Council this
morning and discussed some of the problems -economic and military facing the Israeli people
today. And, of course, we indicated to him that
we are continuing to support Histadrut and to
support Israel in its efforts to stay alive in
the Middle East.

~:

So Brother Meshel will be here and at the
conclusion of my portion of the press conference
he will be available for any questions that
you may want to ask him about the situation
in Israel.

I think it would help the situation if our tax
structure was readjusted. I think the exorbitant
profits -- these companies getting two or three
hundred percent in profits -- also have an impact
on the problem. But, in the final analysis, I
think it is up to the Administration that has
come up with this disastrous policy -- inaugurated
in February 1969 -- to come up with a viable
plan. I think it would be unfair to take the
housewife who is paying through the nose -- who is
at the supermarket checkout counter -- and say
to her "what are you complaining about. Do you
have a plan?"

Now, you have a number of statements on the
economy, high interest rates, collective
bargaining and the economy, housing and, of
course, a statement on Israel and a statement
on the farm workers. And, also a statement on
our attitude on the impeachment question·.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, have you been invited to
the White House to discus; inflation and if the
answer is "no" would you go if you were
invited?
MEANY: Oh, yes, I have not been invited to
the White House to discuss the question of
inflation. I have talked to Mr. Rush, who is
the President's chief economic advisor, at the
present time, and I have indicated that labor
in this country is, as it has always been,
involved, concerned, affected by inflation. In
fact, we feel that the millions of people that
we represent are certainly among the first
victims of inflation. And, we are ready to
cooperate with the Administration in any viable
plan, any program that will help to solve this
problem.
I have made it quite clear to Mr. Rush that we
are not prepared to become part of an
Administration charade of some kind or
Administration publicity stunt, which seems to
have been the Administration's responses to
all of these problems for the past several years.
Mr. Herb Stein would make a speech or McCracken,
when he was there, would make a speech.
Arthur Burns would make a speech, the President
would make a speech but there was no substance
to the program. We got a lot of false
predictions, a lot of false promises. We were
told t~at we now could see the light at the
end of the tunnel. We were told that last
quarter was bad7 this quarter was bad; this
quarter was going to be good; inflation rate
is going to be down next December to where it
was last January and so on and so forth. And
none of this panned out.
I made it quite clear to Mr. Rush that we would
no~ take part in any public~ty stunts or an -

This is what we elect congress for. This is
what we elect Senators for. And, pardon the
expression, this is what we elect our President
for.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, last week you said that
the American public hasn't any confidence in our
President.
MEANY: I think that was the greatest underStatement I've ever made.
REPORTER: Do you think we would be better off
with Vice President Ford fighting inflation and
other things?

MJ!!EiHX: well, I wouldn •t make any prediction on
what Mr. Ford's policies would be. When you
say "lack of confidence, lack of credibility."
I think Ford would be an improvement because
there would be a certain confidence in his
integrity that we have evidentally lost with the
present occupant of the White House.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you have confidence in
Vice President Ford should he become President?
I have confidence in his integrity. And
I think most of the American people would be
willing to chip in and try to help get us over
this problem which would surely ensue if the
President is convicted. I think there would be
a certain amount of national unity displayed
and I think that Vice President Ford, if he
becomes President, would have that kind of
support. And I am Blre that at least he would
have the support of the trade union movement
insofar as we could consistently support him U1
view of our problem and our policies.
~:

th~ng that was designed solely to indicate ~hat
the President was concerned with this problem.
If, however, they had a program -- a program
that made sense -- that we would cooperate in
every possible way to do what we could to meet
this particular problem.

Vice President Ford is a conservative, you know
but we have lived in this country with
conservatives before and the conservative with
integrity is far better than what we have
today in the White House.

REPORTER:

I don't know whether President Nixon is conservative or radical or wbat he is and I'm sure that
he himself doesn't know.

Do

you have any suggestions, Sir?
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REPORTER: Mr. Meany, in your opinion, could
there be a quicker solution to the economic
problems if the President resigned?
MEANY: Yes. And I don't agree with those who
say that there is something undemocratic about
resigning or that resigning ~s a terrible thing.
Resigning resolved the Spiro problem and nobody
seemed to get excited. I have not heard
anyone say that the country is in very, very
bad shape because Spiro resigned and if the
President re~igned, I don't think it would be
as shocking to the country.
REPORTER: If the President were to resign, would
you favor granting him immunity?
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have to have that kind of inflation. We dLdn't
have it before; we didn't have it under
Kennedy; we didn't have it under Johnson; we
didn't have it under Eisenhower. Why do we have
to have it under this man now in the Wh~te
House? And, I contend that we don't have to
have it. Just because Brazil has a great
inflation or some other countr~es do, we don't
have to have ~ t.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, was there any d~fference
in the Council on the impeachment stateent?
MEANY: Yes. There were two members of the
Council that did not agree with the statement.
REPORTER:

Could you name them?

~:

The question of granting him immunity
is something that has been spoken about -- I
would say I would have no interest in seeing
the President have any further troubles. All I
want of the President is to just go away.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you see any relationship between the President's problems and the
economy?
MEANY: There is a relationship between the
President's scrambling to maintain himself in
office and the economy itself. Now, I am not
a financial expert. I'm not an expert in the
stock market but I can read the figures. The
stock market is certainly reacting to the
President's lack of leadership. It is
reacting specifically to tight money, high
interest rates.
The thing that I can't understand is after you
go five years down one road and you go down,
down, down into economic disaster that you
still maintain the same theory that started you
down the road -- restricted credit, tight
money, high interest rates, high unemployment.
This is Arthur Burns' philosophy enunciated in
February 1969. We weren't doing too badly
then. We had a little over 4% inflation rate
and now we have an almost 12% inflation now.
We still had 5-3/4%, 5~% interest. A person in
the middle income bracket could buy a home.
A person in the $25,000-a-year class can't buy
a home in America today unless he is willing
tog:> down into the older portions of our cities.
In view of this absolute economic disaster, I
:an't understand Arthur Burns, who is the
architect, refusing to change his attitudes.

MEANY:

Mr. Wurf and Mr. Hall.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, in the statement you said
that in effect the Council supports the
impeachment proceedings.
MEANY: The impeachment proceedings are the only
proceedings provided by the constitution to
bring the President to task.
REPORTER: In a nut shell, what would the
President's removal and the succession of the
Vice President Ford mean to the people that
you represent?
MEANY:

In a nut shell?

REPORTER:

MEANY: In a nut shell they would look at the
White House and they would see a fellow who
looks like he is honest and has integrity and
we would hope that the American people would
rally around him.
REPORTER: Economically, what specifically do
you know about Vice President Ford?
MEANY: He is very conservative in his attitude.
He never introduced a bill in 25 years in the
House of Representatives under his own name
but, you see, he is the only Vice President we
have.
REPORTER: And you say in a nut shell that Mr.
Ford would be better than Mr. Nixon?
MEANY: In a nut shell, he is the only Vice
President we have.

He is still where he was in February 1969. Still
going down the road -- restricted credit, tight
money. Everything is determined by money and
the cost of money and until this changes I
think we are going to continue to go down the
road to further economic trouble.

REPORTER:

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, the President, the
Administration suggested that the problem is as
real as you say but they also say that there is
a world-wide inflation and that the problem
here in the United States is no different than
in any other country.

REPORTER:

MEANY: That's what they say and I don't buy it.
There is a world-wide lack of freedom. There are
a tremendous number of people in this world who
haven't their freedom. We still have our freedom in this country. Yet, there are countries
under dictatorship that have as high as 300
percent inflation but that doesn't mean that we

In a nut shell.

What is your assessment of Mr. Ford?

MEANY: Oh, my assessment -- you mean on i1is
performance since he has become Vice President?
I think it is horrible.
I think he should
keep his mouth shut.

MEANY:

Could you elaborate?

I could but I won't.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, since you offered, on
behalf of the AFL-CIO to cooperate, what is the
present attitude on wage and price controls?
~:

Our position on wage and price cont~ols
is the same as it was eight years ago. We have
no objections to equitable controls. We have
no objections if that is the answer. But we
do object to controlling wages and not controlling
interest rates, not controlling dividends, not
controlling every last item that goes into this
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structure, not controlling income of every
particular type, not controlling ·the price in
the grocery store, in the supermarket, in the
drug store. In other words, we now have equity
on this question of controls because there are
no controls. The only thing that is equitable
is no controls or absolutely complete and
total controls.

REPORTER: How long are you going to sit back
and-see-if his program 1s going?

REPORTER: The White House is running a series
of economic road shows.

REPORTER: If the Vice President cont1nues his
support of the President, saying he bel1eves
in his innocence, would that diminish your
belief in the Vice President's integrity?

MEANY: I don't know. I can see your point.
If you want to cooperate yvu have t.o say, "well,
there is going to be no crit1c1sm. We are going
to try to cooperate for X number of months or
weeks." But even there, there 1s an unspoken
reservation because if he sent a message to
Congress calling for a piece of legislation -I mentioned this to President Nixon back in 1971
and he threw his hands up and said that would take let's say to follow Secretary S1mon•s program
of $20 billion budget cut -- you know, taking
a bureaucracy of 300,000 people -- something
it out of the hides of the aged and the poor
like we had in World War II. Well, we might
-- we couldn't agree with anything like that.
have been better off if he had set up a
So the honeymoon could last maybe overnight
bureaucracy of 300,000 people than to go through
I just don't know.
the farce that he went through beginning in
August 1971 with Phase I, Freeze I, Phase II,
Freeze II and so on and so forth and leave us
But my inclination would certainly be to
where the people are being badly, badly hurt
cooperate in a situation where a President is
by this whole situation.
removed or resigned and we have a new man in
there. My inclination would be to cooperate
Dt might have been less expensive to have set
in every possible way. Reserving. of course,
a r1ght to protect our own interest.
up a big bureaucracy.

I'm not sure they are doing that. They
started one here in Chicaao on the 26th. I'm
not sure that that's not ~ow inoperative,
as Ron would say.

~:

REPORTER: All the contact with labor was with
the Teamsters. What was your advice to your
affiliates'?
MEANY: They did contact me at the last
minute. Some White House physician -- I don't
know who he represents. He is in the White
House. Whether he is in charge of the aspirin
division over there, I don't know. But he
contacted me and wanted me to get somebody
out here to Chicago to this meeting. I
called and found out that the meeting was all
set and that all the arrangements were made
through the Chicago Association of Commerce
and Industry or whatever they call it. I
felt that I was not go1ng to take a left-handed,
last-minute invitation of that type, especially
when the man in charge out here for the
Commerce and Industry Association was asked
about it, he just said, "Oh, it's just
propaganda for the President." I •m not
interested, as I said before, in stunts.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany. there has been a lot of
speculation about your relationship with Robert
Strauss and the Democratic party. What are
your relationships?
MEANY: Well, I met him once or twice -- ·three
times really. Once we had a cocktail together.
My relationship with him is nothing. Nothing.
He is in charge of the Democratic party. I
happen to be the elected head of the trade
union movement. And there is no connection
between my organization and his organization.
I have a lot of good friends who are Democrats
and they are interested in the Democratic
party and I wou'd l1ke to see them play a
larger role in the Democratic party. As far as
I'm concerned, and as far as the AFL-CIO is
concerned, I have no connectio11 with the
Democratic party and have no intention of
having any connection.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, if Vice President Ford
should become President how long a honeymoon
would he have?
~:

I don't know.

t·IEANY: Well, that 1s a very ..JOOd question. In
fact, it gives you cause to th1nk that if he
feels the Bresident has done no wrong and that
the President is innocent of all these th1ngs
and that if he becomes Pres1dent that he might
do the same thing-- now, I JUSt don't believe
that. I don't believe he would set up an
espionage unit and stuff l1ke tnat. r·m
willing to just take this as polit1cal Loyalty
and let it go at that.
REPORTER: If he becomes President through the
impeachment process or resignation do you
think Vice President Ford would be an easy
mark for the Democrats in 1976'?
~:

No.

No, I do not.

The idea that the Democrats have a pushover in
1976, I don't buy that at all. If Nixon is
still in the White House 1n 197~ yes. They
could put my Aunt Tillie up and she would win.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany what other candidates
besides your Aunt Tillie would you l1ke to see
President?
MEANY: Now, I didn't say that : would like for
my Aunt Tillie to run. I was Just saying she
could win.
REPORTER: What other candidates
Democrats.

do

the

MEANY: If Nixon is still 1n ~n 19'6 1t wouldn't
make any difference. If Foro is there and the
country has come out uf the dLldrums to some
extent, Ford would be a very very serious
candidate for reelection. The mar. in the
White House always has a ~ertaln advantage and,
of course, the Democrats might want to commit
suicide again. You can never tell. They
still have those suicidal tendencies within the
party.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you think that if a
Democratic Congress is elected 1n November, it
should do something about inflat1on?
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Yes, I think that, under the .present
circumstances, we have to look to the Congress
to do something about this situation, for
instance, in the housing industry where we
are in a deplorable situation -- where millions
of people can't buy new homes because of the
tremendous cost of hiring the money. I think
that the Congress could pass legislation of
various kinds. I think that they could set up
billions of dollars to provide 6% money. Six
percent money would revive the housing
industry, revive it over night. It would have
a tremendous impact on all of our domestic
economic problems. I think they could order
the Federal Reserve for instance to order
the financial institution to take a certain
percentage of money and divert it to socially
important projects that are important to
people rather than just putting it up to the
highest bidder and, if the highest bidder, is
a gambling casino, that's where the loan goes.
So, I think that we have to look to congress to
help in this domestic economic situation.

~:

REPORTER: Are you waiting until after
November for the new Congress • • • •

REPORTER:

~:

No, no, no, I don't. This may be
considered reckless. Some may say this is a
reckless statement. No, I don't see any
limits. I think it would be crazy to ask for
25% when inflation is up 12%. But if inflation
is up 12%,
what is the answer? What are
the unions in business for? They are in business
to try to keep their people alive. That's why
there are cost of living escalator clauses, which
have been in vogue for 20 years at least, in
collective bargaining. What are they for? They
are to keep pace and any union that wants to keep
pace now has to get 12%.
REPORTER: Do you think they will go much beyond
that? Are they acting recklessly, though?
MEANY: I think tne most reckless people in
America today are the money changers. They are
the people who are going to bring this economy
to collapse. And, what is the motivation? It
is very simple, a very simple word -- greed.
No other motivation.

MEANY:
MEANY: Oh, no, we are pressing this congress.
I don't think we can wait another six months.
REPORTER: What would be your legislative
priorities next year?
MEANY: National Health Insurance, restoring
the programs that the President destroyed.
~any of the programs that we felt were socially
~mportant that they want to eliminate -- that
Mr. Simon wants to eliminate. He wants, for
instance, to cut down by 8% aid to the elderly.
He wants to cut back the social security
increases just for the next six months so to
save $4.3 billion and things like that. We
would see that those things just didn't happen.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, how do you feel about the
program senator Bentsen outlined for the
Democrats? Is that a viable program?
MEANY: I'm sorry, I didn't get a chance to
study his program. That was when he replied
to the President.
REPORTER:
force?

What about the cost of living task

MEANY: The cost of living task force to me -we will have a statement on that later -- but
off-the-cuff, the cost of living task force
composed of Cabinet people and the economic
advisers to the President and nobody else -all government people and he wants a million
~ollar appropriation from the Congress -- this
~s a complete and absolute phoney.
Be can
appoint that task force tomorrow morning and he
has plenty of funds. This idea that this is
something new, that this is something that he
doesn't have. He has all these people if
he.wants their advice-- they are all in the
Wh1te House, his economic advisers, his
Cabinet people. So this cost of living task
force is a real phoney.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, the
that with inflation going
workers were justified in
above that level. Do you
what unions shuld seek?

last time you told us
up 10 to 12% that
seeking wage benefits
see any limit to

Mr. Meany, you mean. •

I mean the bankers, yes.

REPORTER: You made your position clear and
labor has on impeachment • • • •
MEANY:
clear.

I always make my position perfectly

REPORTER: And on the resignation -- what are your
views on this third alternative -- that the
President temporarily step aside?
MEANY:

You mean, Senator Proxmire?

That's possible under the 25th amendment, but
I don't know that that would make anybody happy
except Proxmire. It wouldn't make me happy,
I know that.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, you recently made a statement where you targeted certain banks, like
the Chase Manhattan Bank, First City Corp. and
other Rockefeller controlled banks.
MEANY: Well, that's on these new city t.otes that
are going to divert money from savings and
loans. Now savings and loan institutions in
this country have been for many, many years a
great source of money for building homes. People
put their money in and they loan it out on home
building and they are limited now to somewhere
in the 5-3/4% range. These new city bonds, as
they call them, with a floating rate and a
guarantee that they put a base under the rate
over a certain length of time are going for the
same type of money that would normally go into
savings and loans-- and giving them 9.7%. Of
course, they are long term bonds but they can
be cashed in after a certain amount of time.
And
this is going to drain money from the savings
and loans -- and none of this money is going to
do anything for the housing industry.
REPORTER: Going back to politics for a minute.
A couple of years ago you said that the
Democratic party was in shambles -- how would
you assess it today?
~:

years.

Well, they are now in shambles plus two
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REPORTER: With regard to direct mortgage loans
for housing -- how hard could you push that?
we are going to push just as hard aQ we
can push because it is of tremendous importance.
It's important in two ways. It would help the
industry where we have hundreds of thousands
-- a couple of million members. But it is
important too for our 14 million members and
their families. They can't get homes. It is
important for many, many millions more who
don't belong to our unions. After all a home
you live in is just about the most basic thing
you have outside of finding food, so this is
someth~ng that we are going to press very hard.
To try to get a reasonable interest structure
for loaning money for housing. I don't know
of anything more important.
~:

REPORTER:

The idea of the direct loans • • • •

MEANY: I don't care if they are direct or
government guaranteed or whether the Federal
Reserve uses its power or whether Congress
directs them to use their power to allocate a
certain amount of money. I don •t care where
it comes from but I think it's the government's
obligation. Just as the government stepped in
the other day and there was a real hustle and
bustle over on Capitol Hill and within a day
or two there were $2 billion allocated for
Earl Butz• friends, who were in real trouble.
The people who were gouging us a year ago in
the beef cattle industry are now in trouble.
Because of that they got $2 billion overnight,
almost. So, if they can get $2 billion of
government credits and government backup credits
then they are millions and millions of Americans
who ought to get some consideration in their
search for a decent home.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, would you recommend that
there ought to be a ceiling on the amount of
interest on those loans for housing?
MEANY: Oh, yes. Oh, absolutely. In other words,
if the government is going to allocate a lot
of money and it will still be at 10 or 11 or
12%, that's not worth it. I think we have to
get back to 6% money. The 5-3/4% money.
REPORTER: What will that do, Mr. Meany, to the
price of the products that go into the home -lumber and other things? Wouldn't they demand
a substantial increase?
MEANY:

I don •t

REPORTER:

~ow.

Thank you.

-30-
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MEANY: A number of staterrents have been distributed about various problems to which we addressed
ourselves.
I would like to call particular attention to the
statement on the retirement from the Council
of Philip Randolph, who is past president of
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters. This
statement represents in a brief way what our
thoughts are of Phil Randolph.
It would take a much longer statement to really
do justice to Phil Randolph and the contribution
that he has made over the years, not only to
the advancement of the blacks in Arrerica and
in the trade union movement but the contribution that he has made for the cause of human
freedom all over.

This tape indicates that he knew about it and
was informed about it six days after it happened and it also indicates that he took action to
clock the investigations that were underway
at that time. In other words, that he at
that time took action to cover up.
This is only one more in the great load of
stuff which has come out which indicates that
the President surely should be impeached.
And surely should be tried by the Senate as
failing to live up to his oath of office.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, on one of those tapes,
the one I think at two o'clock on the afternoon
of the 23rd, the President mentioned Shultz
as having done a good job on the Meany thing.
MEANY:

It is kind of sad for me personally because of
my close association with him, going back many
years, to see him in retirement. That's the
way things go and I want to publicly express
appreciation and my great admiration for an
old devoted trade unionist. Without casting
any doubt on Martin Luther King who was, of
course, the great proponent of non-violence,
Phil Randolph carried the torch and, in the
early years, in fact all his life, advocated
progress without violence. He believedprogress
could be made without violence.
We have elected two new rrembers of the Council.
One in place of Phil Randolph and the other to
take the place of John Griner, who died a short
time back. John was with the Arrerican Federation
of Government Employees.
The two new Council members are C.L. Dellums,
who is president of the Brotherhood of the
Sleeping Car Porters, and Francis Filbey, who is
president of our great Postal Union.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, is Mr. Randolph retiring
because of illness?
MEANY: Well, yes. His health has failed but
he is mentally alert. I talked to him a very
short time ago and frankly I think the main
reason he is retiring is that the doctor has
told him that he does not want him to travel.
He feels travel is dangerous for him. Phil
Randolph is about 86. Mentally he is fine, but
physically he has gone back.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, would you give us the
reaction of labor to the latest Watergate disclosures?
Well, the latest disclosure just adds
to the wealth of evidence that the Congress will
have before it under the impeachment proceedings. Looking at it, from just what is on
the tapes, would indicate that the President did
not tell us the truth when he said he didn't
know about this operation and had nothing to do
with trying to cover it up. He has been saying
repeatedly that it wasn't until March 21, 1973
that he really found out what it was all about.

~:

I read that.

I don't know-- I•ll

~to ask blue eyes about that when I see

him. Because I don t know whether when he said
Shultz did a good job on the Meany thing maybe
he did an investigation and kept me off the
enemies list. I really don't know. I.' 11
have to talk to George about that.
1

I had just come back from Europe that week.
I had been over to Europe about 10 days and I
recall it right well because somebody had
called my office, according to reports that
developed later, demanding that I go to New
York to talk to George McGo7ern. That he
wanted me to come up there to see him and who
was I not to go up -- this was a great opportunity to talk to the man who was going to
be President. Anyway, I told them to go to hell.
The story came out later that this was not
Gary Hart at all but this was someone from
Colson's office imitating Hart. That ~appened
that very week, that is how I remember. But
as far as what the President was talking to
Shultz about, I have no idea.
REPORTER: Do you think that Shultz could have
been a part of that plan to get Colson to
call you?
MEANY: No.
not Shultz.

Of that I'm quite positive.

No,

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, y.esterday you said the
AFL-CIO was adopting a hands-off policy on
impeachment lobbying activity. Does this latest
development yesterday change that?
No. No. We presented our position
some mont:hs ago. We documented it for our own
people and for our own paper. We distributed
that documentation to the press. I think it
was 19 items on which we thought the President
should stand trial on impeachment charges and we
finished that series of articles sometime in
January. We have, of course, printed the news
in our press since then but we sent word out
then, or at least I did, to our people over
on Capitol Hill that there was to be no traditional lobbying.

~~
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Now there is a difference between expressing
an opinion on things that happen, and that, of
course, we are going to continue to do. But
lobbying is something different. Lobbying
is where you go and you count noses. You see
a Senator or a Congressman in his office and
try to persuade him and put him on record. ·
That we do every day of the week, on all sorts
of legislation-- legislation that affects labor,
legislation that affects consumers, legislation
on civil rights, legislation on education. It
is a day-to-day job that we do all the time
with the staff, not with just the AFL-CIO but
the staff of the international unions.

Now, the best he can hope for, and this is
being practical about it, is to perhaps escape
conviction by the Senate and if he does it
will be by a narrow vote. And then we would
have practically a lame-duck President for
the next two years, I don't think that
America -- and I'm looking at it from the
point of view of the nation -I'~ looking at it from the point of view -that Americans can afford to go through that
sort of situation for the next two years.

As far as I know, all of the un±ons have
followed our lead. We are not lobbying on this
question. We are not trying to press a Congressman or a Senator as to how he or she should
vote. And as far as I'm concerned, we will not
do that.

MEANY: I don't know. He keeps saying that
he will not submit a resignation and, of
course, other people have said that and have
changed their minds. Even today he said
again that he would not submit his resignation.
I merely say, as one individual, as one
AmericaQ citizen, that I think it would be
the best thing for the country if he would
submit his resignation and do it immediately.

REPORTER: tr1r. Meany, does this news change
your views on your desires for the President
to resign?
MEANY: It does not. In fact, it reinforces my
view that the President should resign.
I think it is quite clear that what we face for
the next four months or so is certainly
bad for this nation. We do not have a
functioning executive branch. The Pzesident
is not functioning as he should under these
circumstances. And it is quite obvious why.
The Departments are without direction. There
are all sorts of unfilled positions. There
is a complete lack of policy from the Executive branch. And, on the question of foreign
affairs, how can a Secretary of State, a
competent Secretary of State, operate when his
principal is in a sense crippled, and the people
across the world know this. So, this places
an awful handicap on anyone who has to conduct
foreign policy. We are going to have sort
of a hiatus there for the next four months.
Then we have the schedule in the House where
on the 19th of August they are going to start
to debate the Judiciary Committee's report.
It is going to take them a couple of weeks and,
of course, it seems quite obvious that somewhere toward the end of August they will approve
articles of impeachment.
The the President has to have a month or so in
September to prepare his defense. Then the
Senate goes into an impeachment trial around
the first of October. So, when you look at it
you see for the next four months a crippled
executive branch really not functioning, and
I don't think there is any room for argument
of this, and, we see our legislative branch
completely preoccupied with impeachment procedures for the next four months. So this means
a period between now and perhaps Thanksgiving
where there is going to be no real direction and
I think this is bad.
I think it is bad for
is bad for the people
feel that it would be
President under these

the country. I think it
and for that reason I
the best thing for the
circumstances to resign.

REPORTER: Do you think that he
himself to the Senate?

would submit

REPORTER: What do you mean, you don't think
the nation could take a lame-duck Ptesident
for two years?
Well, I think our economy would continue
to go down hill. I think we are approaching
a disastrous -- not a recession, we are in a
recession now -- we are approaching a disastrous depression. We see the head of one
of our largest banks saying that he hasn't
dismissed the possibility of a panic, financial panic. And, I think that one of the
contributing causes is the lack of confidence
in this country in the Executive Branch at
the present time, And I think a couple of
more years of this would be disastrous.

~~

REPORTER: If Ger.ald Ford becomes President,
would you like to see him make changes in
the current Cabinet?
~:

Oh, I don't think that it's a question
of what I would like. I think that if Gerald
Ford became President he would have to look
at the Cabinet and he would have to appoint
a Cabinet of the type of people that Gerald
Ford would feel comfortable with. I think
this would zesult in major changes in the
Cabinet. I don't think that everybody would
go down the drain but I think there would be
major changes. I think this would just be
normal -- a new man would want people close
to him, people he knew better than the people
that are in there. So I'm sure there would
be changes.
REPORTER: Would you like to see a new Secretary of Labor?
MEANY:

I'd like to see that tomorrow.

REPORTER:

How about Kissinger?

MEANY: I think Kissinger is a very competent
man in his position. I don't agree with some
of the things that he is doing but he is
doing things under the sponsorship of the
President. He represents the President and I
think he might do a much better job under some
other President.

MEANY

REPORTER: Who would you like to see as Vice
President under a President Ford?
MEANY:

I don't know, I'll have to look at that.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you foresee formation
of a public employees department in the AFL-CI07
MEANY:
I'm chartf'ring a public employees
department today.
I'm sorry I didn't tell you
that but that is one of the things that I
announced to the Council.
REPORTER:

Who is going to be in charge of that?

MEANY: Whoever they elect. There are 12 unions
and there will be more coming in and it will be
whoever they select. That will be their job.
REPORTER:
many?
MEANY:
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With a membership, of about how

About 2 million.

REPORTER: Do you think you will ever see
collective bargaining for public employees in
Chieago as long as Richard Daley is mayor?
MEANY: I have no information on the collectivE
bargaining situation in Chicago.
If t~ey don't
have collective bargaining, I'd be a l1ttle
bit surprised.
I see collective barginin~
widening for public employees all over th1s
country.
In other words, I don't think public
employees are going to be any longer treated as
a class of workers apart from other workersThey are the same as other workers; they have the
same problems and no matter what special laws
you write for them they will strike and they
will strike successfully and that applies, in
my book, to Chicago as well as any other city.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, Mayor Daley has been
characterized as a friend of labor, and yet
he almost singularly among big city mayors,
has dragged his feet on collective bargaining.
MEANY: I have no information on that and I
really don't know anything about it.
ln fact,
I'm a little bit surprised when you tell me
that.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, have you given any thought
to organizing professional athletes?
MEANY: No. From time to time that matter has
come-up to the Executive Council, but not in
recent years.
I remember here in Chicago, oh, a
good many years ago a little fellow by the name of
Marty McManus, who was the infielder for the old
St. Louis Browns, came in and he met with a
committee of the old American Federation of Labor
Executive Council. We told him that we would
not organ1ze baseball players because they
were independent contractors and that they did
not fit into the trade union picture. We felt
that the things that they were interested in
could very well be accomplished by a sort of
fraternal association with a good lawyer. And
that is what has really happened.
I think that
the professional baseball players under Marvin
Miller, their lawyer, are doing quite well.
Now, of course, the football players are trying
to achieve somewhat the same result. Th~ are
starting a little later.

You see, when you bring people into the trade
union movement, the first thing that you have
to ask is "can we do something for them?"
You don't bring them in JUSt to have them in.
just to put a trade union label ~r them. The
second thing is: "Do they fit 1n to the
movement?" After all in the movement we expect
cooperation. We expect one union to help
another. We expect one worker, who is in
trouble, to be helped by other workers, who
are closely associated with him.
I can
readily see where p1cket l1nes might be
effective and I could see why they wouldn't
be effective -- take a ball player, a football player getting $25,000 a game -- it runs
that high -- respecting a ptcket line to
protect a $4 a hour ticket seller.
So there is a community of .nterest that
normally exists where thfi• 1s a normal
employer-employee relationsh1p. These people
are professional athletes and, in a sense,
they are independent cant · ···tors. They
contract for their own st:~1ces. So, we have
always felt that there was no real service that
could be performed by a trade union that could
not be performed or done for them by an
association such as the baseball players have
now.
REPORTER:
MEANY:

Have they contacted you at all?

No. No.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, about the Farm Workers.
What is the status of that resolution yesterday?
Have you talked to Mr. Fitzsimmons? Was there
any progress?
MEANY: No. We reached an agreement with
Fitzsimmons last year and it was quite comprehensive.
It took a long time to negotiate.
In
fact, the agreement came after a full three
days• session and then Mr. Fitzsimmons repudiated
it after a meeting with his Executive Board. We
have had no contact with him since. We are
pursuing the boycott as the best means of helpinq
the Farm Workers.
In fact, it seems to be the
only means now because, as far as physical
possession of those fields out there we are ctp
against the Teamsters, the Teamster goons. We
are up against the state government which 1s
very, very definitely on the s1de of the ranch
owners. Our onlr recourse is the boycott and I
think eventually we will do something for the
Farm Workers by that method.
REPORTER: Are any AFL-CIO monies going to the
Farm Workers at this point?
MEANY: Not directly, no. We, of course, gave
them $1.6 million last year as you will remember.
They are getting help from the var1ous unions
but we do not have an AFL-CIO monthly allotment
such as we had for man~ many years.
They.are collecting dues, of course, and they are
gett1ng help from other un1ons.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, in v1ew of Watergate and
1mpeachment procedures, what do you see the outlook for the Congressional elections this ·fall?
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MEANY: Well, I don • t have any crystal ball but
I do have some pretty solid information. ~ it
stands now, it is going to be a disaster for
the Republican party. I mean a real disaster.
The people in the marginal districts who won
by 6 or 8 or 10 percent a couple of years ago
many, many of them are going to go down the
drain.
However, I'm a realist. There would be a tremendous change and a tremendous i!li>rovement in
their prospects if Nixon would resign at this
time.
I think this whole Watergate, as part of the
Republican picture, would more or less disappear
if the President would disappear from the
political scene. But if he is still in there
and this Senate trial is going on, with all this
stuff that keeps coming out - in fact, there
seems to be no end to Watergate revelations.
They keep coming and coming and coming for months.
Somebody said the other day that the other shoe
dropped. And a fellow said "No. That• s the
465th shoe that dropped.~
If this thing keeps going on and this scenario
keeps developing until the first week of
November, it just spells disaster for theRepublicans. No matter what they say, they cannot
divorce themselves from their man in the White
House. He is Mr. Republican and should be, of
course, they keep saying that the Republican
party had nothing to do with CREEP, that CREEP
was a separate institution.
Well, I don•t think the average voter would make
that distinction. CREEP was a Republican entity,
just the same as the Republican National Committee but technically they were separate.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, two questions. Do you
believe you will get a veto proof Congress?
MEANY: Well, when we say we want a veto proof
Congress, we are thinking in terms of the many
social programs that the President refused to
fund and many things that we are interested in
that he has been definitely against. We are
thinking in terms of a Congress that can override
vetoes. It is just as practical as that. You
know, if you have the votes to override a veto,
quite often you don•t get a veto.
In September 1973 the President vetoed a minimum
wage bill and that veto was sustained by a very,
very small margin of votes. We passed that same
bill in the spring of this year and we repassed
it by such an overwhelming vote that we didn't
get a veto. He signed the identical bill early
this year that he vetoed last August or september.

~:

I'd say 60. They would lose 60 seats.
They would go down to the lowest they have been
in many years. I'll make that as a prediction.
If he is still in there and we have got this
thing unresolved, they will lose 60 seats.

REPORTER:

In the House?

MEANY: In the House.
abwut the Senate.
REPORTER:
Govern?

I have no particular facts

Are you going to support Senator Mc-

Our people in South Dakota are supporting
ave endorsed Senator McGovern. What you
have to keep in mind is, we do not endorse Congressman or Senators in Washington. The only
endorsements that we make in national COPE, or
the AFL-CIO, is every four years we have an
opportunity to endorse a candidate for President
and a candidate for Vice President. All the
other endorsements are made at the local level
and at the state level. And we rarely quarrel
with those endorsements.
REfORTER: Will you attend the Democratic miniconvention?
~:

No.

REPORTER: Mr. Meany, you have made your predictions on the Republican losses of 60 seats
if the President stays in. You said it would be
less if he resigns. Do you have a prediction
in that event?
MEANY: No. No, I say their chances would be
better if he were out of there.
REPORTER: Do you have any
approaching a milestone in
have any feeling about the
in WaShington in relation
you have seen in past?

feelings that you are
your life? Do you
political problems
to some of the things

You know to me it is a great time because things are happening everyday that there
is no precedent for -- things that just never
happened before. Every piece of news that I
hear about on these tapes or what the President
did or what he said or what memo's were altered
and falsified. You just say, "incredible,"
":l.mpC?Ssible." But these things happen.
~:

REPORTER:
before?

Have you ever seen anything like that

No. I don't think there is any question
that there has never been corruption in government, at least at this high level, to the extent
th~t there is today.
You take Teapot Dome, I
cap tell you about that, I don•t think there is
So, when we demonstrated that the votes were there, anyone in the room that remembers it but me.
we didn't get a veto and this is true of much
But Teapot Dome was a good, old-fashioned case
legislation. Now, as far as the argument that
of graft. Simple, plain, ordinary graft. A
we want to control the Congress, this is not so.
fellow selling his soul and selling his inWe want a veto proof Congress so that the essentfluence -- a member of the cabinet -- for money.
There were two Cabinet members involved, Harry
ial social legislation that we are interested in
Daugherty was the Attorney General and Albert
will not be knocked down by one-third plus one
Fall who was the secretary of the Interior.
in support of the President. I think that when
They were both indicted and Fall was convicted for
we look for a veto proof Congress, we are looking
selling access to the naval oil reserves to the
for something that is very practical.
Sinclair Oil Company. This was up at Teapot
REPORTERi Mr. Meany, earlier you talked about
Dome in Wyoming.
some hard facts on the election. As things now
stand, if the President is still in office, what
But that was a very, very, simple, uncomplicated
type of numbers are you talking about?
case of graft -- not legal graft but I mean real
illegal graft.
~:
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When you compare that to Colson and Segretti,
Haldeman and Ehrlichman and the President and
Mitchell and everybody else 1nvolved, why it
was nothing like Teapot Dome.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, do you think that COPE
should include impeachment votes in its right
and wrong votes in the fall?
MEANY: That is something we haven't decided
but I think they should. And that's the way
we will most likely decide, I guess.
REPORTER: What future do you see for organized
labor after all your years in the labor movement?
MEANY: I'm quite optimistic about the future
of organized labor. I've seen organized labor
come from a fairly simple operation to a very
sophisticated operation. Our people, like all
of the other people in America, are better educated and we are trying to see to it that they
are even better educated in the future. I don't
think that I have ever seen labor so active in
so many diverse areas that affect their lives,
and not only their lives but the lives of the
American people as a whole.
It was quite simple back in the old days. You
didn't get enough money in the pay envelope -why? Because the boss wouldn't give it to you.
Now he had it but he just wouldn't give it to
you. He was just an old meanie you know. He
just wouldn't g1ve you that sort of money.
Then we would go to politicians and we would
say "We don't like this legislation and because
we don't like it we want you to vote against it."
We don't do that any more. We present the facts
and figures, legal arguments and all this sort
of thing. We deal with everything that affects
the American community. We deal with everything
that affects education, civil rights, consumer
protection and so on. The scope of our activities
nas expanded tremendously in my years in the
trade union movement and I expect to see it expand further and I think we take a much more intelligent approach to the problems.
I think that we are going to continue to have an
influence on the future of the country as a whole.
I don't mean just politically. I mean in every
other way. So, I'm quite an optimist
about
the future of the trade union movement.
REPORTER: The merger, did it play a substantial
role in the labor movement?
MEANY: When we merged there was one objective
that I had uppermost in my mind. That was to
see that we didn't unmerge. So we are here now
almost twenty years, and I see no weakness in
our merger.
REPORTER: What do you see about the prospect of
the Auto Workers coming back?
MEANY: Oh, I th1nk, the Auto Workers should be
back in the national trade union movement. I
think all organizations that can meet the requirements should be in and I think that organizations that can't meet the requirements
should not be in. As far as the Auto Workers
are r.oncerned, there is no reason they shouldn't
be 1n. In my book there was no practical trade
union reason for them to get out. We have very
good relations with them. I have very good relations with Leonard Woodcock. We have good
cooperation on many issues and I think time will
take care of that. I'm quite sure they will be
back.

REPORTER:

What about the Mine Workers?

MEANY: Well, I don't know the Mine Workers. I
met Miller, the president of the Mine Workers,
only once and I don't know what the feeling is
there. Of course, they were part of the trade
union movement going way back to the early days.
They seem to have some real internal problems
still and they have certainly had other problems.
They have a new contract coming up and I'm sure
he is preoccupied with those problems. I don't
see any reason why the Miners should not be part
of the trade union movement as a whole.
REPORTER: Will you be aiding the Mine Workers
in any way in their negotiations?
MEANY:

No.

REPORTER:

Any requests?

MEANY: No. He came in to see me with the Secretary treasurer as sort of a courtesy call.
It
was some months ago and we had a nice talk.
REPORTER:
MEANY:

No.

No technical assistance?
Oh, no.

REPORTER: Have you had contact with Leonard
Woodcock or other representatives of the UAW
since their convention?
MEANY: I haven't had personally_but I meet Leonard
~time to time in meetings and my relationship with him is good. I haven't talked to him
but I understand that some of their people have
some reservations and some problems but as far
as I know there is no good trade union reason
why they should be out.
REPORTER: Mr. Meany, you were asked about the
reaffiliation of the Teamsters and as I recall
you suggested that it would be up to them to
apply. Do you think the Teamsters would be
eligible for readmission under your statutes?
MEANY: Many years ago we laid down a very
simple prescription for the return of any un1on,
any union that wants to accept the constitution
and the rulings of the AFL-CIO. Now, you have to
understand the Teamsters, while there was all
this record of corruption and we knew about it,
that was not really -- technically -- the reason
why they were expelled. Under our constitution,
we had a right to call in any union that was
under suspicion of corrupt activ1ty regarding
handling of union financing and things like that.
Now, the Teamster's situation was really much
more than a suspicion because of statements
given by officials of the Teamsters Union under
oath. It was quite obvious that there was
corruption and misuse of money. That is not to
say that we proved that but there was a very,
very strong suspicion. We call the Teamsters
in and said that you have to appear before our
Ethical Practices Committee and you have to
explain your actions. And they said, "we will
not appear. We will not." Then we said, "This
is the constitution. You approved the constitution. Your president was one of the committee
that wrote the constitution only two years before." Their reply was, "This is our business
and we will not submit to quest1ons."
so we put them out of the AFL-CIO on the basis
that they would not abide by the Constitution.
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Now, if they were to come back, of course, this
question would still have to be answered. In
this·way there is a difference between them and
the Auto Workers. The Auto Workers have no
constitutional problem at all. In 1961, after
a good deal of discussion at our Convention in
Miami in December of that year, we practically
invited the Teamsters to come back and to come
back under the constitution. Now, at that time
Hoffa was the president and he felt that he
couldn't meet those conditions because if he
came back he would have to answer some questions.
Right now, with the behavior of the Teamsters,
especially in this Farm Workers thing, I would
think there would be some other questions. You
see this is a voluntary organization. It is
voluntary in the sense that anybody can leave
it. It is also voluntary in the sense that
unions can say to another union that we don't
want you.
Under the circumstances then, I tell you very,
very frankly, while the Teamsters are doing the
work of the growers in California, kicking these
little Farm Workers around, I wouldn't want
them back in the AFL-CIO.
REPORTER: Do you think that Jimmy Hoffa should
be allowed back into the labor movement now?
MEANY: I think the restrict1on placed on Hoffa's
parole is very unusual. I think it is unfair
to place that restriction upon him, which means
that he can't participate in the affairs of the
trade union movement or in his own union. I
would hope, however, that the Teamsters would
never let him come back. It has nothing to do
with his right as an individual to try to come
back.
REPORTER:

Thank you, Mr. Meany.
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FRANK E. FITZSIMMONS
PRESIDENT, TEAMSTERS UNION

THE WHITE HOUSE

March 18, 1975
MEETING WITH FRANK FITZSIIvlMONS
Wednesday, March 19, 1975
11:00 A.M. (20 minutes)
The Oval Office
From:
I.

Phil Buchen

PURPOSE
You requested this meeting as one of a series with labor
leaders.

II.

BACKGROUND, PARTICIPANTS AND PRESS PLAN
A.

Background: You last met with Frank Fitzsimmons on
December 18, 1974.
The following are specific subjects he might wish to
discuss with you:

•

Economic Condition of Trucking Industry. Generally,
truck freight is down about 20% compared to a year
ago. Construction and related materials are down
from 13 to 20%, carriage of motor vehicles is down
30% and grain and farm products are down approximately 20%. There has been a small increase in
coal and metals; otherwise, everything else is
down.
Despite an 8% rate increase in January,
the total revenues for the trucking industry were
down 22% in February and 17% in March. There is
beginning to be a seasonal pickup in the carriage
of food but the situation still appears to be
fairly grim.

•

Department of Transportation Regulations. There
are three regulatory actions which have recently
been taken by DOT that concern the Teamsters: First,
the new regulations implementing the change in the
1974 Highway Act, which you signed in January, permitting an increase in the size and weights of trucks,
have been promulgated by DOT but are somewhat r~stric
ti ve. DOT took this position primarily beca-qs~. &fi;';-..,

'

t:, '.

2

strong opposition from such lobbyists as the
American Automobile Association and others, along
with a move in Congress (lead by Edward Koch, D-NY,
and 33 co-sponsors) to repeal the increase in its
entirety. The Teamsters do support a safety-related
amendment to the size and weight provision, limiting
the amount of increased weight on the front axles to
10,000 pounds. However, if Congress does pass an
amendment to the Highway Act, it likely will repeal
the weight and size increase to the detriment of the
trucking industry. Thus, our position of no amendments is probably the safest.
Second, the Teamsters are generally against strict
enforcement of the 55 mph speed limit which DOT is
implementing at your instruction.
Third, the Department has "hours of service" regulations, issued for safety reasons, which only permit
ten hours of consecutive work in any fifteen-hour
period. The Teamsters want to increase this to
eleven or twelve hours and DOT does have i t under
review, but we understand they are likely to decide
against the Teamsters.
0

B.

Deregulation. The DOT/OMB proposal to deregulate
the motor carrier industry is currently being cir~
culated among Federal agencies. No doubt word has
leaked out on this and the Teamsters are indicating
some opposition because they view it as resulting in
a reduction in industry profits.

Participants.

Frank Fitzsimmons, President of the
Teamsters Union
John Dunlop, Secretary

ot

Labor

Staff: Mike Duval

c.

Press Plan:

White House Photo only.

III. TALKING POINTS
•

I recognize that the two major points in my State of
the Union Address impact directly on your activities:
First, the trucking industry has been severely impacted
by rising prices and general economic conditions.

-3The inventory liquidation now going on is especially
hard on the industry. We are expecting an upturn
in the economy during the summer, and the trucking
industry should be among the first to benefit.
Second, your industry has been greatly affected by
the increase in the price of diesel fuel.
The only
way we can gain control over the price we have to pay
for our oil, is through aggressive implementation of
the energy plan I have proposed to Congress. As you
know, I am considering tilting some of the impact of
my proposal into gasoline and away from other petroleum
products, including the diesel which you use in many
of your trucks.
A key component of my plan is strict enforcement of
the 55 mph speed limit . One of the ways I've tried
to offset the reduced productivity this means to the
trucking industry is by an increase in the size and
weights of trucks. That is why I supported that provision of the 1974 Highway Act.

MEMORANDUM
THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 18, 197 5

To

Phil Buchen

From

Bill Seidman

M

As requested by Mike Duval, I would suggest that the
Fitzsimmons meeting paper for tomorrow carry these
additional comments as part of the first talking point:
First, the trucking industry has been severely impacted
by rising prices and general economic conditions. The
inventory liquidation now going on is especially hard on
the industry. We are expecting an upturn in the economy
during the summer, and the trucking industry should be
among the first to benefit.

c c: Mike Duval
David Hoopes

Second, your industry has been greatly affected by
the increase in the price of diesel fuel.
The only
way we can gain control over the price we have to pay
for our oil, is through aggressive implementation of
the energy plan I have proposed to Congress. As you
know, I am considering tilting some of the impact of
my proposal into gasoline and away from other petroleum
products, including the diesel which you use in many of
your trucks.
A key component of my plan is strict enforcement of
the 55 mph speed limit. One of the ways I've tried
to offset the reduced productivity this means to the
trucking industry is by an increase in the size and
weights of trucks. That is why I supported that provision of the 1974 Highway Act.

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 18, 1975

TO:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

MIKE

DUVAL~

Attached is a briefing memo for the Frank
Fitzsimmons meeting.
I have asked Bill Seidman to provide a
couple of lines on the economic condition
of the trucking industry, which can fit in
the bottom of Page 2 under the first talking
point.
I don't know if you want someone from the
staff to sit in, so I left blank.
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To:

DaYid Roope•

From:

Philip Buchen

Becau•e of hariq bad the N.eaay meetiaa, we are tryiDS
to arrange to cet Fraalt Fitssimmons la at 10:30 a. m.
tomorrow.
The attached i• the material furniahed me by
Peter B reDDaD.

Scheduling lmowa about the urJency of thb and will let me
kDaw w n t e appoiDtmeDt i8 locked iD..

AttachmeDt
PWB:ed

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

August 15, 1974

MEMORANDUM FOR:

MR. PHILIP BUCHEN

FROM:

D*ARKER

SUBJECT:

Presidential Meeting with
Frank Fitzsimmons

This is to confirm that the President will meet with Mr. Frank E.
Fitzsimmons, General President, International Brotherhood of
Teamsters, at 10:30 a.m. on Friday, August 16, 1974, in the Oval
Office. The meeting will last approximately thirty minutes and
unless otherwise notified, I will assume that you will be attending.
It is my understanding that Secretary Brennan has provided talking
points which have gone to the Office of the Staff Secretary.
Thank you.

cc:

Mr. Hartmann
Am b. Rumsfeld
Mr. Marsh
Mr. O'Donnell
Mr. Jones
Mr. Rustand
Mr. Wardell
Mr. terHorst
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,_FRANK :B. FITZSI¥.tMONS, General President,

International Brotherhood of Teamsters

.

Frank (Fi tz) F'i tzsimmons became head of the nation's
largest union in June 1971, succeeding the then-jailed James R.
Hoffa. Carne up through the ranks of ,his union after starting as
a uetroit dockman at age 18, and later working as an over-theroad truck driver. Served on President Nixon's Pay Board and on
the Labor-Management Advisory Committee to the Cost of Living
Council. Is a member of National Commission on Productivity.
TEAMSTERS
The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs,
Warehousemen and Helpers of America is the world's largest labor
organizat~.on with 1,828,548 members in 807 local unions.
The
Teamsters held its amalgamation convention in 1903 under the
sponsorship of a the AFL. Today, the u~ion is divided into three
main catagories. The largest block of members are engaged in
trucking services; the second largest group is found in the
warehouse industry; !and the remaining members can be classified
as industrial, food processing and clerical workers.
ISSUES
Following is Mr. Fitzsimmon's position on various issues:
FOREIGN
Opposed war in Vietnam but supported Nixon's efforts
to bring about an honorable peace. Supports detente.
DOMESTIC
Favors new pension reform bill, an increased minimum
wage law, improved worker's compensation legislation with federal
standards, and a national health plan.
Favors increased efforts twoard mass transportation, the
"jobs for veterans" program, and energy conservation measures even
though efforts to conserve use ot gasoline, such as slower highway
•
speeds, ·adversely affected teamster members.
Blames much of Nation's present economic condition on
"bad legislation" passed by the Congress.

-POLITICAL
Endorsed Humphrey in 1968 and Nixon in 1972. He was a
member of Democrats for Nixon. Has been a strong supporter of
Nixon and most of his policies since then. Did not approve of
the economic stabilization program because it controled only wages
and prices and not other types of incpme but served on Pay Board
and did not walk out when other labor members left the board.
Gave support to energy program·even though it gave him great
problems within his own union. He •gave $25,000 in union funds
to support Rabbi Korff's campaign in support of President Nixon.
A dissident group within the Teamsters is now challenging this
expenditure of union funds.
He telegramed President Ford on August 9 (see attached)
pledging the support of the Teamsters and offering his personal
he·lp and cooperation.

--

SENDING DLA:\:K

August 9, 197·1

DATE

-.

The President
The \i'hi te House
Washington, o. C.

You have the P.rayers and best wishes of the more than
two million members of the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters as you begin to draw.this great nation together.

We

unite behind you in our common cause and pledge our

support.

If I personaily can be of any hel_p I want you

to know that I

..am

ready to cooperate in any way that I can.

I send my heartfelt congratulations to you and my best
wishes to your lovely family.
Frank E. Fitzsimmons
General President
International Brotherhood of Teamsters
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FRANK E. FITZSIMMONS, General President,
International Brotherhood of Teamsters

.

Frank (Fitz) Fitzsimmons became head of the nation's
largest union in June 1971, succeeding the then-jailed James R.
Hoffa. Came up through the ranks of pis union after starting as
a uetroit dockman at age 18, and later working as an over-theroad truck driver. Served on President Nixon's Pay Board and on
the Labor-Management Advisory Committee to the Cost of Living
Council. Is a member of National Commission on Productivity.
TEAMSTERS
The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs,
Warehousemen and Helpers of America is the world's largest labor
organization with 1,828,548 members in 807 local unions. The
Teamsters held its amalgamation convention in 1903 under the
sponsorship of a the AFL. Today, the union is divided into three
main catagories. The largest block of members are engaged in
trucking services; the second largest group is found in the
warehouse industry; ~and the remaining members can be classified
as industrial, food processing and clerical workers.
ISSUES
Following is Mr. Fitzsimmon's position on various issues:
FOREIGN
Opposed war in Vietnam but supported Nixon's efforts
to bring about an honorable peace. Supports detente.
DOMESTIC
Favors new pension reform bill, an increased minimum
wage law, improved worker's compensation legislation with federal
standards, and a national health plan.
ravors increased efforts twoard mass transportation, the
"jobs for veterans" program, and energy conservation measures even
though efforts to conserve use ot gasoline, such as slower highway
'
speeds, ·adversely affected teamster members.
Blames much of Nation's present economic condition··· on
"bad legislation" passed by the Congress.

POLITICAL
Endorsed Humphrey in 1968 and Nixon in 1972. He was a
member of Democrats for Nixon. Has been a strong supporter of
Nixon and most of his policies since then. Did not approve of
the economic stabilization program because it controled only wages
and prices and not other types of income but served on Pay Board
and did not walk out when other labor members left the board.
Gave support to energy program·even though it gave him great
problems within his own union. He•gave $25,000 in union funds
to support Rabbi Korff's campaign in support of President Nixon.
A dissident group within the Teamsters is now challenging this
expenditure of union funds.
He telegramed President Ford on August 9 (see attached)
pledging the support of the Teamsters and offering his personal
he·lp and cooperation.
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August 9, 1974
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The President
The \'{hi te House
Washington, D. c.
•.

You have the prayers and best wishes of the more than
two million members of the International Brotherhood of
Teamsters as you begin to draw·this great nation together.

We

unite behind you in our common cause and pledge our

support.

If I personaily can be of any hel.P I want you

..

to know that I am ready to cooperate in any way that ·r can.
I send my heartfelt congratulations to you and my best

wishes to your lovely family.
Frank E. Fitzsimmons
General President
International Brotherhood of Teamsters
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