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#315

AT THE WHITE HOUSE
WITH

AT

RON NESSEN

10:~0

A.M. PDT

SEPTEMBER 5, 1975
FRIDAY
(Sacramento, California)
MR. NESSEN: From what we have been able to
establish in the relatively short ti.me we have had, as
the President was walking from the Senator Hotel to the
State Capitol through the parkil.ong the walkway, there
was a crowd gathered along the walkway to the President's
left. Secret Service Agent Larry Buendorf was walking
directly behind the President.
He saw the hand of a woman come up between two
people in the crowd and she was pushing her way through
the crowd. She had a gun in her hand which appeared,to
Agent Buendorf, a .45 caliber automatic. The gun was
about two feet from the President.
Agent Buendorf reached and grabbed the gun with
his right hand, grabbed her arm with his left hand, twisted,
forced her arm down and twisted the gun out of her hand
and he took possession of the gun.
At the same time, he turned her away from the
President and forced her back into the crowd and forced
her to the ground.
In the process of this, Agent Buendorf sustained
a slight cut on his right hand between his thumb and his
first finger. He cut this on the gun. He is not sure
exactly how he cut it. He is not sure whether it
was cut on the firing hanuner, which would have prevented
the gun from firing.
At that point a police officer of the Sacramento
City Police Department named Gaylin Peterson--Patrolman
Gaylin Peterson--cameto the-assi~tance of Agent Buendorf
with handcuffs. Also, Secret Service Agent, named Thomas
Mccarter, came to the assistance of Agent Buendorf.
The City policeman gave his handcuffs to Agent
Buendorf who handcuffed the woman. Agent Buendorf turned
over the woman to Agent Mccarter and then returned to
his duties of protecting the President.
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Later, it was established that the gun was a
.45 and was loaded. Agent Buendorf was treated by the
President's physician, Dr. William Lukash. The only
treatment
required was a band-aid on the cut.
The woman was identified by the Sacramento
City Police Department as Lyne Alice Fromne, 26 years
of age. I don't have an address.
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She was taken from here to the Sacramento
City Police Station, located at ~13 6th Street
in Sacramento.
Two Secret Service agents also went there
and the investigation is continuing. She is described
as 5 foot 3, 120 pounds, with red hair.
The President was aware of the incident, was
not hurt in any way, and nobody else was hurt in any
way except the slight cut to Agent Buendorf's right
hand.
The President has essentially had no comment
on the episode. The necessary officials in Washington
were notified. Secret Service Agent Richard Keiser,
the head of the White House Protective Detail, will be
informing Mrs. Ford and the rest of the family of these
facts that I hav.e related to you.

Q
Ron, how would you describe the President
taking the situation, and is he going to continue his
schedule?
and finish

MR. NESSEN: The President will continue on
his schedule today.

Q
How is he taking the
would you describe it?
MR. NESSEN:

·situation?

How

He essentially had no comment

about it.

Q
Ron, at least one eyewitness out there
said he thought the President spotted the gun.
Did the President see it?
MR. NESSEN:

The President did see the gun.

Q
Do you know if there was an attempt made
to fire the gun?
MR. NESSEN: That is something that the
continuing investigation will have to establish.

Q

Do you know if she said anything?

MR. NESSEN:

Q
gun?

Notthat I am aware of.

What did the President do when he saw the
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MR. NESSEN: He had basically passed the
spot and he simply kept going, and as I think some of
you saw, he moved on into the building.

Q
What did the Prreaident personally do
when he saw the gun? Did he leap out of the way? Did
he move quickly in one direction or another? Was he
shoved by an agent? What did he do when he saw the gun?
MR. NESSEN:
THE PRESS:

I can't answer that.
Thank you, Ron.
END

CAT 10:47 A.M.
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

SEPTEMBER S, 1975

OFFICE OF THE WHITE HOUSE PRESS SECRETARY
(Sacramento, California)
THE WHITE HOUSE

REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT
AND
QUESTION AND ANSWER SESSION
SENATOR HOTEL
12:46 P.M.

PDT

THE PRESIDENT: Let me say very emphatically
that I think the Secret Service and the other law
enforcement agencies that were on the job were doing a
superb job, and I want to thank them for everything
they did in this unfortunate incident.
I also wish to express to the people of
California my gratitude for the very, very warm welcome
that they have given me in the State of California. I
would not,under any circumstances, feel that one
individual in any way represented the attitude on the
part of the people of California.
I just thank the Californians for being so
friendly and so hospitable.
Let me end,with great emphasis, this incident,
under no circumstances, will prevent me or preclude me
from contacting the American people as I travel from
one State to another and from one community to another.
In my judgment, it is vitally important for a
President to see the American people,and I am going to
continue to have that personal contact and relationship
with the American people. I think it is vital, and I
intend to carry it out.
QUESTION: Mr. President, can you tell us what
you saw or felt personally at the time?
THE PRESIDENT: I am not sure that I ought
to describe what I saw beyond the fact that I saw a
hand coming up behind several others in the front
row and obviously, there was a gun in that hand. I then
saw almost instantaneously very quick and very
effective action by the Seer.et Service in taking care
of that matter.
MORE
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QUESTION:

What was your own thought, sir?

THE PRESIDENT: Well, I was very thankful.
I was very thankful to the Secret Service for doing a
superb job, but once I saw that they had done it, I
thought I better get on with the rest of the day's
schedule.
Thank you very much.

END

(AT 12:49 P.H.

PDT)
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FRID AY
(Sacr amen to, Calif ornia )

Ml;I.. NESS EN: From what we have been able to
estab lish
in the relat ively short time we have had, as the
Presi dent was walki ng
from the Sena tor Hot~l to the State Capit ol throu
gh the park along the
walkw ay, there was a crow d gathe red along the walkw
ay to the Presi dent' s
l e ft. Secre t Servi ce Agen t Larr y Buen dorf was
walki ng direc tly behin d
the Presi dent.
He saw I he hand of a wom an come up betwe en t-V'70
peop le in
Lh e crow d and :·dtt! was pushi ng her way throu gh the
crow d. She had
a gun in her haml which appe ared, to Agen t Buen
dorf, a .45 calib er
'litLo matic . T h t· 111 m was about hvo feet from the
Presi dent.
Agen t: I \.1 .. ndorf reach ed and grabb ed the gun with
his right
li 111d , grabb ed 111 • 1 a rm with his left hand, _twist ed,
force d her arm
d ovv-n and twisl c"d Ille gun out of her hand and he
took po·ss essio n of the

g lll1.

At the nam e time, he turne d her away from the Presi
dent and
fo recd her back into the crow d and force d her to
the groun d.
In the proce ss of this, Agen t Buen dorf susta ined
a sligh t cut
on his right hand betwe en his thum b and his first
finge r. He cut this on
the gu!l.. He is not sure exact ly how he cut it. He
is not sure whet her
it was cut on the firing hamm er, which would have
preve nted the gun
from firing .
'-,
At that po·int a polic e offic er of the Sacra ment o
City Pol~_ce
D e partm ent name d Gayli n Peter son -- Patro lman
Gayli n Pete;s~n ~-v-~
came to the assis tance of Agen t Buen dorf with handc
uffs. AlitJ ;
" ·
1
Secre t Servi ce Agen t, name d Thom as McC arter ,
came to th
:)
assis tance of Agen t Buen dorf.
~

~
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The, City police rr.an gave his handc uffs to Agent
. Buend orf who handc uffed the woma n. Ag ent Buend or£
turned
over the woma n to Agent l\.1cC arter and then r etu rned to
.
his duties of protec ting the Presi dent.
Later , it was establ ished that the gu::i was a • 45 and w:is
loaded . Agent Buend orf was treate d by the Presi dent's
physi cian,
Dr. Willia m Luka sh. The only treatm ent requir ed was
a band- aid
on the cut.
The woma n was identi fied by the Sacra mento City Polic
e
Depa rtmen t as Lyne Alice From me , 26 years of age. I
don't have
an addre ss .
She was taken from here to the Sacra mento City Polic e
Statio n,
locate d at 813 6th Stree t in Sacra mento .
Two Secre t Servi ce agent s also went there and the inves
tigati on ·
is contin uing. She is descr ibed as 5 foot 3, 120 pouna .s,
with red hair.
The Presi dent was aware of the incide nt, was not hurt in
any
way, and nobod y ·e lse was hurt in any way excep t the slight
cut to Agent
Bnend orf' s right hand.
The Pr·!si dent has essen tially had no comm ent on the episo
de.
The neces sary offici als in ·wash ington were notifi ed. S
ecret Servi ce
Agent Richa rd l ~r:iser, the head of the White House Prote
ctive Detai l,
wi U be inform in g Mrs. Ford and the rest of the family
of these facts
th a t I have relaL "(1 to you.
Q
Rull, how would you descr ibe the Presi dent taking the
situat ion, and i " he going to contin ue his sched ule?

MR. NESS EN:
his sched ule tod a y.
Q

The Presi dent will c ontinu e on and finish

How is he taking the situat ion?

it?
MR. NESS EN:

Ho·w would you descr ibe

He essen tially had no comm ent about it.

Q
Ron, at least one eyev:r itness out there said he thoug ht
the Presi dent spotte d the 'gun. Did the Presi dent see it?
,

MR. NESS EN:

The Presi dent did s ee the gun.
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Q

the gun?

Do you k n ow if ther e was an attem p t mad
e to fire

MR . NES SEN : Tha t is som ethin g that th.e
cont inui ng inve stiga tion will have to esta blish .
Q

Do you know if she said anyt hing ?

MR. NES SEN : Not that I am awa re of.
Q

vVha t did the Pres iden t do whe n he saw the
gun?

MR. NES SEN : He had basi cally pass ed the
spot and he simp ly
kept goin g , and as I think some of'· you saw
, he mov ed on into the
build ing.
Q
Wha t did the Pres iden t pers onal ly do whe
n he saw the
Did he leap out of the way ? Did he mov
e quic kly in one dire ct.
or anot her? Wai; he shov ed by an agen t?
·wha t did he do whe n he saw
l:h e gl1n?
gun?

MR. l'Tf''";'TE:N: I can' t answ er that.
THE Pl ; 1 ;'-JS:

Than k you, Ron.

END

(AT 10:47 A. M.

PDT )
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September 9, 1975

Honorable Philip W. Buchen
The White House
Washington, D. C.
Dear Phil:
Along with millions of others, I was
deeply saddened to learn of the shocking
experience to which the President was subjected .
Then , along with millions of others, I was
greatly relieved that no serious consequences
It does mean, however, that our President
ensued.
will need to have the tightest of security.
So often when an incident of this type
occurs, it causes others with mental aberrations
to develop similar impulses.
I very much enjoyed visiting with you
a few weeks ago and I look forward to the next
In the meantime, I send my warmest
occasion .
regards.

Ly,

Leon Jaworski

LJ:v-m

•

\1E lVIORAND U M
THE WHITE HO U SE
WA S Hl:\' G T O :\'

September 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

DON-9 RUMSFELD

Ernie Luzania of the Secret Service mentioned that there might
be a need for the President's statement on what took place in
Sacramento. In fact, I believe he was asked for it. I told him
I would get something pulled together. Attached is an edited
transcript of what the President said to me in response to a
series of questions I asked him aboard Air Force One en route
back. Lee Goodell took dictation. I have not heard anything
more about such requests and my inclination is not to
supply anything unless specifically requested. My thought is
that you ought to retain this copy. The President would have
to review it prior to having it sent out a nd you would probably
have to re-do it and put it in the proper form. L e ona a nd I
could or would witness it if that were necessary or desireable at
the appropriate time. I will leave it in your hands.

•
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RECOLLECTIONS OF PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
RELAYED TO DONALD RUMSFELD AND TRANSCRIBED
BY LEONA M. GOODELL ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE AT
1835 to 1905, SEPTEMBER 5, 1975 (Edited by President Ford)

We were walking from the hotel over to the State House . It was
apparently organized so that people were only on my left and none
were on my right as I started shaking hands with the people heading
towards the State House. The crowds were 2 to 4 rows thick,
typical crowds.
We came to a row of trees. I don't know why I remember the trees,
but I was shaking hands with people in the front row. I usually look
to see if anyone in the back row wants to shake hands.
I saw a woman in a red or\ orange unusual dress who apparently did.
I would guess she was 35 to 40 years old. She seemed to be wanting
to move her hand forward. I got the impression she wanted to shake
hands and I looked down and, this right hand came out about a little
above my knee . I looked at the hand and there was a gun in it. It
was her right hand. About the time I saw the hand and gun, some
Secret Service grabbed the hand and gun. About that time, several,
I don't know how many Secret Service or security people grabbed
me and pushed me away and walked me off and told rre to move fast .
As I turned and looked - - curious sort of - - 2 or 3 obvious ly Secret
Service or security p e ople grabbed her -- they were on her like a
shot. Then we walked off to the State House as fast as we could.
Don Rumsfeld then said that in Governor Brown's office , the first
time the President had discussed the incide nt, he had indicated his
impression that she was 35 to 40 . The Preside nt agreed and said
but then you told me she was 26 .
The President said if my recollection is accurate, she had greybrown hair and sort of a weather beaten face. She looked kind of
hard. I could easily notice the dress -- odd looking, I couldn't
help but notice it.
The President said: They grabbed me by the shoulders and almost
forced me down. They grabbed me from the rear, pushed my
shoulders from the back. I had the feeling they were trying to get
me down so that I couldn't be s e en. They w e r e sta nding up behind
me - - and th e n the y took me a way.

•
Don Rums feld said:

Was she on her knees ?

Why was her hand so low?

d to lean
The Presi dent said: As I was greeti ng the crowd , I starte
somet hing
or
down and shake hands . A little above my knee, a robe
d in front of
was obvio us, and I saw her offer her hand which seeme
.
my left leg, down a little, and she wante d to shake hands
I saw her hand
I don't know what preci sely happe ned. It is a shock .
from me
go down and saw the gun. She was about 1-1/2 to 2 feet
when I saw the gun.
Don Rums feld said:

Then you move d rapidl y towar d the buildi ng.

me towar d
The Presi dent said : The Secre t Servi ce starte d to run
all right.
the buildi ng. I said to slow down. I said every thing is
she might
Don R umsfe ld asked if the Presi dent had heard anythi ng
have said.
been yellin g.
The Presi dent said: I didn't hear anythi ng she may have
eye witne ss
Was she yellin g? Don Rums feld said there were some
said he had
repor ts that she was yellin g somet hing. The Presi dent
no recoll ection .
the Presi dent
Don Rums feld asked if she appea red to be alone -- did
to be with her.
have any recoll ection of peopl e who may have seeme d
one perso n
The Presi dent said: I just saw one perso n -- obvio usly
of close to a
in a r e d-ora nge dress -- I could n't tell. She was sort
h er shoul ders
tr ee on her right. I never saw h e r body excep t from
was in
on up . She was in the secon d row . I don't recoll ect who
front of her. I didn't pay much attent ion.
ng to be
Don Rums feld recou nted repor ts about the woma n seemi
j e rking the gun as if trying to get it to fire.
The Presi dent said: All I saw was a gun in her hand.
Servi ce were so very quick .

The Secre t

he or she
Don Rums feld said that suppo sedly an eye witne ss said
h eard it click.
'

The Presi dent said:

I didn't hear it .
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The President said: She had it in her right hand, firmly in her hand.
But then it happened so fast, one of the Secret Service hands wa s
right there on it. It seemed to slip out of h er hand , she lost her
control. It was pulled away.
The President said: I was on the Warren Commission. In my own
way, as I go down a line, I am conscious. I am looking. I am not
sure whether other people in my situation feel the need to look. I
consciously do it.
Don Rumsf e ld said:
moving.

Did you think of anything else as you were

The President said: My immediate recollection was that everything
was all right. I didn't want the Secret Servic e to be forcing me so
hard - - at such a speed that it would create panic. So I said everything is fine, we are making it.
Don Rumsfeld said: You then went straight into the building, turned
left, and went into the Governor's office. You said hello and sat
down. I came in and out several times during the 40 minut es to an
hour meeting. When I came back in the last time toward the end of
the meeting, I interrupted you as the meeting was br eaki ng up. It
appeared you had not discussed the incident.
The President said: It had n eve r come up.
Don Rumsfeld said: You then described the incident to Governor Brown
and I said that I had b ee n with N essen a nd the Secret Service and
wanted to verify what was to be said to the Press.
The President said: I would be curious to know the comments of
Larry Buendorf, Ernie Luzania and the others who were right in
th e area to see if what I remember coincides with their recollections.
I wonder if Buendorf has a different recollection.
Don Rumsfe ld said: I have Larry's report. He gave a report to
Knight over the phone. W e could get Ernie's report and see if it
coincides.
The President said: I would be interested in comments from the
Secret Service who immediately grabbe d her. I didn't know we had
p eopl e moving that close behind a group of people when we are
shaking hands.

•
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Don Rumsfeld described the sequence of events from the grabbing
of her hand, taking the gun, giving the gun to someone, getting the
handcuffs from a local police officer, and getting h e r on the ground.
The President said: I thought people behind had jumped on her. I
wonder if they got any information from the people in front of her.
Don Rumsfeld said: Some had been interviewed, some were on TV
a Mr. Haywood, I believe. The police said they then went out to
Manson's place and picked up two other women and were now searching
for a third one .
The President said: I wanted to go over where the people were at
the airport to shake hands. Don Rumsfeld said: Ron Pontius said
you shouldn't do that, and I told him we wouldn't let you do it. The
President said: Ernie said I don't want you to go over, so I didn't .
Rumsfeld said: The Secret Service wanted time to sort it out. They
still don ' t know if only one person was involved or possibly if some
others were involved.

Gerald R . Ford
WITNESSED:

Donald R umsfeld

Leona M . Goodell
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTO N

September 15, 1975

MEMORAN DUM FOR:

DON RUMSFELD

THROUGH:

JIM CONNOR

FROM:

KEN LAZARUS (

SUBJECT:

Statement on Attempted
Presidentia l Assassinat ion

About a week ago I was approached by the FBP s White Hause
liaison man with a request to interview the President on his
recollectio ns relative to the attempted assassinati on in
California. I was advised that this request was made by
FBI Director Kelley.
During this past week, I have discussed this matter with
representa tives of the Attorney General, the Assistant
Attorney General in charge of the Criminal Division at
Justice, the FBI and the Secret Service. These officials are
now unanimous in the view that at this juncture the President
should provide a written statement of his recollectio ns
regarding the attempted assassinati on. After an evaluation
of the written statement, interested law enforcemen t officials
will consider the advisability of any personal interview with
the President. I have been requested to obtain and distribute
the President's statement.
In order to ensure that all anticipated questions are treated
in the written statement, I would suggest that I first be given
the opportunity to review the draft which, Phil Buchen advises ,
has a lr eady been prepared under your direction. Thereafter ,
the statement can be finalized and made available to the
offices noted above.

Thank you.

cc: Phil Buche nv
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MltMOJtANX>UM l'Olt1

DON ll UMSJ'ELD

THllOUGH:

J'IMCONNOa

FltOM1

k:EN LAZAJUJS

SUBJ'ECT1

Statemot oa Attempted
Pre•lcl•!!f.t\ A••••~l tioa
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About a week •10 l wa• approached by the l'JSl' 1 White Houe
lial•on maa with a •equeat to illtel'Vlew the Pr..ident on hh
l'•collectt.o.na relatt<ve to the attempted •••u•l.n&ttoa lJl
CalUo:rata. l • • Mtri•ed that thl8 reque8t wa• made by
FBI Director Kelley•
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RECOLLECTIONS OF PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
RELAYED TO DONALD RUMSFELD AND TRANSCRIBED
E Y LEONA M . GOODELL ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE AT
1835 to 1905, SEPTEMBER 5, 1975 (Edited by President Ford)

We were walking from the hotel over to the State House. It was
apparently organized so that people were only on my left and none
were on my right as I started shaking hands with the people heading
towards the State House . The crowds were 2 to 4 rows thick,
typical crowds.
came to a row of trees. I don't know why I remember the trees,
but I was shaking hands with people in the front row. I usually look
to see if anyone in the back row wants to shake hands.
Vf~

I s~w a woman in a red or orange unusual dress who apparently did.
I would guess she was 35 to 40 years old. She seemed to be wanting
to move her hand forward. I got the impression she wanted to shake
hands and I looked down and this right hand came out about a little
above my knee. I looked at the hand and there was a gun in it. It
was her right hand. About the time I saw the hand and gun, some
Secret Service grabbed the hand and gun. About that time, several,
I don't know how many Secret Service or security people grabbed
me and pushed me away and walked me off and told rre to move fast.
As I turned and looked - - curious sort of - - 2 or 3 obviously Secret
Service or security people grabbed her -- they were on her like a
shot. The n we walked off to the State Hous e as fast as we could.
Don Rumsfeld then said that in Governor Brown's office, the first
time the President had discussed the incident, he had indicated his
impression that she was 35 to 40 . The President agreed and said
but then you told me she was 26 .
The President said if my recollection is accurate, she had greybrown hair and sort of a weather beaten face . She looked kind of
hard. I could easily notice the dress -- odd looking, I couldn't
help but notice it.
The President said: The y grabbed me by the shoulders and almost
forced me down. They grabbed me from the rear, pushed my
shoulders from the back. I had the feeling they were trying to get
me down so that I couldn't be seen. They were standing up behind
me - - and then they took me a way.

•
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Don Rumsfeld said:

Was she on her knees:?

Why was her hand so low?

The President said: As I was greeting the crowd, I started to lean
down and shake hands. A little above my knee, a robe or something
was obvious, and I saw her offer her hand which seemed in front of
my left leg, down a little, and she wanted to shake hands.
I don't know what precisely happened. It is a shock. I · saw her hand
go down and saw the gun. She was about 1-1/2 to 2 feet from me
when I saw the gun .
Don Rumsfeld said:

Then you moved rapidly toward the buildi2g.

The President said: The Secret Service started to run me toward
the building . I said to slow down . I said everything is all right .
Don Rumsfeld asked if the President had heard anything she might
have said.
The President said: I didn't hear anything she may have been yelling.
Was she yelling? Don Rumsfeld said there were some eye witness
reports that she was yelling something. The President said he had
no recollection.
Don Rumsfeld asked if she appeared to be alone -- did the President
have any recollection of people who may have seemed to be with her.
The President said: I just saw one person -- obviously one person
in a red-orange dress -- I couldn't tell. She was sort of close to a
tr ee on her right. I never saw her body except from her shoulders
on up. She was in the second row . I don't recollect who was in
front of her. I didn't pay much attention .
Don Rumsfeld recounted reports about the woman seeming to be
jerking the gun as if trying to get it to fire.
The President said: All I saw was a gun in her hand .
Service were so very quick.

The Secret

Don Rumsfeld said that supposedly an e ye witness said he or she
h eard it c li ck.
The President said:

.

I didn't hear it.

•
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The President said: She had it in her right hand, firmly in her hand.
But then it happened so fast, one of the Secret Service h and s was
right there on it. It se emed to slip out of her hand, she lost her
control. It was pulled away .
The President said: I was on the Warr e n Commissio n. In my own
way, as I go down a line, I am conscious . I am looking . I am not
sure whether other people in my situation feel the need to look. I
consciousl y do it.
Don Rumsfeld said:
moving .

Did you think of anything e lse as you were

The President said: My immediate recollectio n was that everything
was all right. I didn ' t want the Secret Service to be forcing me so
hard -- at such a speed that it would create panic. So I said everything is fine, we are making it .
Don Rumsfe l d said: You then went straight into the building, turned
left, and went into the Governor's office . You said hello and sat
down . I came in and out several times during the 40 minutes to an
hour meeting. When I came back in the last time toward the end of
th e meeting, I interrupted you as the meeting was breaking up . It
appeared you had not discussed the incident .
The President said: It had n eve r come up .
Don Rumsfeld said : You then described the incident to Governor Brown
and I said that I had be en with Nessen and the Secret Service and
wanted to verify what was to be said to the Press .
The President said: I would be curious to know the comments of
Larry Buendorf, Ernie Luzania and the others who were right in
the area to see if what I remember coincides with their recollectio ns.
I wonder if Buendorf h as a different r ecollection .
Don Rumsfeld said: I have Larry ' s report . He gave a r epo rt to
Knight over the phone . W e could get Ernie's report and see if it
coincides .
The President said: I would be interested in comments from the
Secret Service who immediate ly grabbed her. I didn't know we had
people moving that close behind a gro up of people when we are
shaking hands.
<,....

J
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Don Rumsfe ld describ ed the sequenc e of events from the grabbin g
of her hand, taking the gun, giving the gun to someon e, getting the
handcuf fs from a local police officer , and getting her on the ground.
The Preside nt said: I thought people behind had jump ed on her. I
wonder if they got any informa tion from the people in front of h e r.
Don Rum sf eld said: Some had been intervie wed, some were on TV
a Mr. Haywoo d, I believe . The police said they then went out to
Manson 's place and picked up two other women and were now searchi ng
for a third one.
The Preside nt said: I wanted to go over where the people we!"e at
the airport to shake hands. Don Rumsfe ld said: Ron Pontius said
you shouldn 't do that, and I told him we wouldn' t let you do it. The
Preside nt said: Ernie said I don't want you to go over, so I didn't.
Rumsfe ld said: The Secret Service wanted time to sort it out. They
still don't know if only one person was involve d or possibl y if some
others were involve d.

Gerald R. Ford
WITNE SSED:

Donald R umsfeld

Leona M. Goodell
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 18, 1975

TO:

KEN LAZARUS

FROM:

PHIL BUCHEN

P. v.)_(3 _

Don't do anything about this until I talk
to you a bout it.

•

MEMORAND U M
THE WHITE HO U SE
W AS HI NGTON

September 15, 1975

MEMORAN DUM FOR:
FROM:

PHIL BUCHEN

DON9

RUMSFELD

Ernie Luzania of the Secret Service mentioned that there might
be a need for the President's statement on what took place in
Sacramento . In fact, I believe he was asked for it. I told him
I would get something pulled together. Attached is an edited
transcript of what the President said to me in response to a
series of questions I akked him aboard Air Force One en route
back. Lee Goodell took dictation. I have not heard anything
more about such requests and my inclination is not to
supply anything unless specifically requested. My thought is
that you ought to retain this copy. The President would have
to review it prior to having it sent out and you would probably
hav e to re-do it and put it in the proper form. Leona and I
could or would witness it if that were necessary or desireable at
the appropriate time. I will leave it in your hands.

-.'.

•
RECOLLECTIONS OF PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
RELAYED TO DONALD RUMSFELD AND TRANSCRIBED
BY LEONA M. GOODELL ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE AT
1835 to 1905, SEPTEMBER 5, 1975 (Edited by President Ford)

We were walking from the hotel over to the State House. It was
apparently organized so that people were only on my left and none
were on my right as I started shaking hands with the people heading
towards the State House. The crowds were 2 to 4 rows thick,
typical crowds.
We came to a row of trees. I don't know why I remember the trees,
but I was shaking hands with people in the front row. I usually look
to see if anyone in the back row wants to shake hands.
I saw a woman in a red or orange unusual dress who apparently did.
I would guess she was 35 to 40 years old. She seemed to be wanting
to move her hand forward. I got the impression she wanted to shake
hands and I looked down and this right hand came out about a little
above my knee. I looked at the hand and there was a gun in it. It
was her right hand. About the time I saw the hand and gun, some
Secret Service grabbed the hand and gun. About that time, several,
I don't know how many Secret Service or security people grabbed
me and pushed me away and walked me off and told rr:e to move fast.
As I turned and looked -- curious sort of - - 2 or 3 obviously Secret
Service or security people grabbed her -- they were on her like a
shot. Then we walked off to the State House as fast as we could.
Don Rumsfeld then said that in Governor Brown's office, the first
time the President had discussed the incident, he had indicated his
impression that she was 35 to 40. The President agreed and said
but then you told me she was 26.
The President said if my recollection is accurate, she had greybrown hair and sort of a weather beaten face. She looked kind of
hard. I could easily notice the dress -- odd looking, I couldn't
help but notice it.
The President said: They grabbed me by the shoulders and almost
forced me down. They grabbed me from the rear, pushed my
shoulders from the back. I had the feeling they were trying to get
me down so that I couldn't be seen. They were standing up behind
me - - and then they took me away.
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Don Rumsfeld said: Was she on her knees2

Why was her hand so low?

The President said: As I was greeting the crowd, I started to lean
down and shake hands. A little above my knee, a robe or something
was obvious, and I saw her offer her hand which seemed in front of
my left leg, down a little, and she wanted to shake hands.
I don't know what precisely happened. It is a shock. I saw her hand
go down and saw the gun. She was about 1-1/2 to 2 feet from me
when I saw the gun.
Don Rumsfeld said: Then you moved rapidly toward the building.
The President said: The Secret Service started to run me toward
the building. I said to slow down. I said everything is all right.
Don Rumsfeld asked if the President had heard anything she might
have said.
The President said: I didn't hear anything she may have been yelling.
Was she yelling? Don Rumsfeld said there were some eye witness
reports that she was yelling something. The President said he had
no recollection.
Don Rumsfeld asked if she appeared to be alone -- did the President
have any recollection of people who may have seemed to be with her.
The President said: I just saw one person -- obviously one person
in a red-orange dress -- I couldn't tell. She was sort of close to a
tree on her right. I never saw her body except from her shoulders
on up. She was in the second row. I don't recollect who was in
front of her. I didn't pay much attention.
Don Rumsfeld recounted reports about the woman seeming to be
jerking the gun as if trying to get it to fire.
The President said: All I saw was a gun in her hand.
Service were so very quick.

The Secret

Don Rumsfeld said that supposedly an eye witness said he or she
heard it click.
The President said: I didn't' hear it.
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The President said: She had it in her right hand, firmly in her hand.
But then it happened so fast, one of the Secret Service hands was
right there on it. It seemed to slip out of her hand, she lost her
control. It was pulled away.
The President said: I was on the Warren Commission. In my own
way, as I go down a line, I am conscious. I am looking. I am not
sure whether other people in my situation feel the need to look. I
consciously do it.
Don Rumsfeld said: Did you think of anything else as you were
moving.
The President said: My immediate recollection was that everything
was all right. I didn't want the Secret Service to be forcing me so
hard - - at such a speed that it would create panic. So I said everything is fine, we are making it.
Don Rumsfeld said: You then went straight into the building, turned
left, and went into the Governor's office. You said hello and sat
down. I came in and out several times during the 40 minutes to an
hour meeting. When I came back in the last time toward the end of
the meeting, I interrupted you as the meeting was breaking up. It
appeared you had not discussed the incident.
The President said: It had never come up.
Don Rumsfeld said: You then described the incident to Governor Brown
and I said that I had been with Nessen and the Secret Service and
wanted to verify what was to be said to the Press.
The President said: I would be curious to know the comments of
Larry Buendorf, Ernie Luzania and the others who were right in
the area to see if what I remember coincides with their recollections.
I wonder if Buendorf has a different recollection.
Don Rumsfeld said: I have Larry's report. He gave a report to
Knight over the phone. We could get Ernie's report and see if it
coincides.
The President said: I would be interested in comments from the
Secret Service who immediately grabbed her. I didn't know we had
people moving that close behind a group of people when we are
shaking hands.
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Don Rumsfeld described the sequence of events from the grabbing
of her hand, taking the gun, giving the gun to someone, getting the
handcuffs from a local police officer, and getting her on the ground.
The President said: I thought people behind had jumped on her. I
wonder if they got any information from the people in front of her.
Don Rumsfeld said: Some had been interviewed, some were on TV
a Mr. Haywood, I believe. The police said they then went out to
Manson's place and picked up two other women and were now searching
for a third one.
The President said: I wanted to go over where the people were at
the airport to shake hands. Don Rumsfeld said: Ron Pontius said
you shouldn't do that, and I told him we wouldn't let you do it. The
President said: Ernie said I don't want you to go over, so I didn't.
Rumsfeld said: The Secret Service wanted time to sort it out. They
still don't know if only one person was involved or possibly if some
others were involved.

Gerald R. Ford
WITNESSED:

Donald Rumsfeld

Leona M. Goodell

··-------
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THE WHlTE HOUSE
WASHING TON

Sept em b er 1 5 , 1 9 7 5

MEMORA NDUM FOR:

DON RUMSFE LD

THROUG H:

JD.Vi CONNOR

FROM:

KEN LAZARU S

SUBJEC T:

Statemen t on Attempte d
Presiden tial Assassin ation

f

About a week ago I was approach ed by the FBPs White House
liaison man with a request to interview the Presiden t on his
recollect ions relative to the attempte d assassin ation in
Californ ia. I was advised that this request was made by
FBI Director Kelley .
During this past week, .I have discusse d this matter with
represen tatives of the Attorney General, the Assistan t
Attorney General in charge of the Criminal Division at
Justice, the FBI and the Secret Service . These officials are
now unanimo us in the view that at this juncture the Presiden t
should provide a written statemen t of his recollect ions
regardin g the attempte d assassin ation. After an evaluatio n
of the written statemen t, intereste d law enforcem ent officials
will co nsider the advisabil ity of any personal interview with
the Presiden t. I have been requeste d to obtain and distribut e
the Presiden t 1 s statemen t.
In order to ensure that all anticipat ed questions are treated
in the written statemen t, I would suggest that I first be given
the opportun ity to review the draft which, Phil Buchen advises>
has a lready been prepared under your direction . Thereaft er>
the statemen t can be f~nalized and made available to the
offices noted above.

Thank you.

cc : Phil Buchen v

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

BARRY RO TH

SUBJECT:

Gag Orders in U.S. v. Lynette
Alice Fromme

11/l

Attached is a copy of the ngag 11 order imposed by the Court to enjoin
certain discussions of the alleged attempted assassination of the
President. On its face, the Order does not apply to the President,
and Justice, in any event, recommends for reasons of future
precedents, that we not use the Order as our basis for not discussing
this subject. Justice recommends instead that we not comment on
the basis that this matter is under investigation. A Q&A to that
effect was submitted.
You may want to mention this at the senior staff meeting •
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Gag Orders in U.S. v. Lynette Alice Fromme

The original gag order is as follows:

.

Because of the sensitive nature of this case
and in order to strike a balance between the constitutional mandate of a free press and the constitutional right of all persons to a fair trial:
It is hereby ordered that the following named
persons and the officers, employees, agents and
representatives of the following named federal,
state, county and city law enforcement agencies are
hereby enjoined from making any comment or statement
to any news media representative, or to any other
person, concerning any matters of evidence or concerning any aspect of the investigation in this case
into the alleged attempted assassination of the
President of the United States of America, Gerald R.
Ford, on September 5, 1975, in Sacramento, California:
Defendant Lynette Alice Fromme; Attorney representing
defendant Lynette Alice Fromme; Office of the United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of California;
United States Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of
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Investigation; United States Secret Service;
United States Marshal; any other Federal law
enforcement agency not specifically named
above; Sacramento County Sheriff's Department;
Sacramento Police Department; Office of the
Federal Defender; United States Clerk's Office
for this District; all persons called as witnesses
before the grand jury of this court in this case.
This order is not intended to preclude the United
States Attorney, or his deputies or assistants,
from announcing whether the grand jury has returned
an indictment in this matter, nor is it intended
to preclude the defendant, or defendant's attorney,
the United States Attorney, or his agents and
employees, or any other Federal agency engaged in
.the investigation of said matter, from questioning
and receiving answers from witnesses who may happen
to be officers, employees or agents of any of the
above named Federal, state, county or city law
enforcement agencies, who may be possessed of·
evidence connected with this case or the investigation of this case. All violators will be subject
to the contempt power of this court.
Dated:

~eptember

9, 1975

Thomas J. MacBride
U. S. District Court Judge

The amended gag order is as follows:
FOR GOOD CAUSE APPEARING:
IT IS ORDERED that the order filed herein on
September 9, 1975, under the terms of which the
defendant, her atto~ney, the United States Attorney,
and certain other Federal, state, county and city
officials and their agents and employees, and
witnesses appearing before the grand jury in this
case were enjoined from making any comment or statement to any news media representative or to any
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other person concerning any matters of
evidence or concerning any aspect of the
investigation in this case .into the alleged
attempted assassination of the President of
the United States o~ America, Gerald R. Ford,
on September 5, 1975, in Sacramento, California,
is amended to include as an enjoined agency
within said injunction the state of California,
Department of Corrections, and the officers,
agents and employees thereof to the same effect
as if said agency and said persons had been
specifically named and enjoined within the terns
of the aforementioned order.
Dated:

September 11, 1975

Thomas J. MacBride
u. s. District Court Judge
Filed:

September 11, 1975

THE WHIT E HOU SE
WASH INGTO N

Sept embe r 18, 197 5

TO:

KEN LAZ ARU S

FRO M:

PHIL BUC HEN

P. v..)_(3 _

Don' t do anyth ing abou t this until I talk
to you abou t it.
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THE \VHITE HOt:SE
WASHl:XGTO:X

September 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

DON-9

RUMSFELD

Ernie Luzania of the Secret Service mentioned thcit there might
be a need for the President's statement on what took place in
Sacramento. In fact, I believe he was asked for it. I told him
I would get something pulled together. Attached is an edited
transcript of what the President said to me in response to a
series of questions I asked him aboard Air Force One en route
back. Lee Goodell took dictation. I have not heard anything
more about such requests and my inclination is not to
supply anything unless specifically requested. My thought is
that you ought to retain this copy. The President would have
to review it prior to having it sent out and you would probably
have to re -do it and put it in the proper form. Leona and I
could or would witness it if that were necessary or desireable at
the appropriate time. I will leave it in your hands.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD
RELAYED TO DONALD RUMSFELD AND TRANSCRISED
BY LEONA M. GOODELL ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE AT
1835 to 1905, SEPTEMBER 5, 1975 (Edited by President Ford)

We were walking from the hotel over to the State House. It was
apparently organized so that people were only on my left and none
were on my right as I started shaking hands with the people heading
towards the State House. The crowds were 2 to 4 rows thick,
typical crowds.
We came to a row of trees. I don't know why I remember the trees,
but I was shaking hands with people in the front row. I usually look
to see if anyone in the back row wants to shake hands.
I saw a woman in a red or orange unusual dress who apparently did.
I would guess she was 35 to 40 years old. She seemed to be wanting
to move her hand forward. I got the impression she wanted to shake
hands and I looked down and this right hand came out about a little
above my knee. I looked at 'the hand and there was a gun in it. It
was her right hand. About the time I saw the hand and gun, some
Secret Service grabbed the hand and gun. About that time, several,
I don't know how many Secret Service or security people grabbed
me and pushed me away and walked me off and told rre to move fast.
As I turned and looked -- curious sort of -- 2 or 3 obviously Secret
Service or security people grabbed her -- they were on her like a
shot. Then we walked off to the State House as fast as we could.
Don Rumsfeld then said that in Governor Brown's office, the first
time the President had discussed the incident, he had indicated his
impression that she was 35 to 40. The President agreed and said
but then you told me she was 26.
The President said if my recollection is accurate, she had greybrown hair and sort of a weather beaten face. She looked kind of
hard. I could easily notice the dress -- odd looking, I couldn't
help but notice it.
The President said: T4ey grabbed me by the shoulders and almost
forced me down. They grabbed me from the rear, pushed my
shoulders from the back. I had the feeling they were trying to get
me down so that I couldn't be seen. They were standing up behind
me -- and then they took me away.
'
_!
'

_)

Don Rumsfeld said:

Was she on her knees:.>

Why was her hand so low?

The President said: As I was greeting the crowd, I started to lean
down and shake hands. A little above my knee, a robe or something
was obvious, and I saw her offer her hand which seemed in front of
my left leg, down a little, and she wanted to shake hands.
I don't know what precisely happened. It is a shock. I saw her hand
go down and saw the gun. She was about 1-1/2 to 2 feet from me
when I saw the gun.
Don Rumsfeld said: Then you moved rapidly toward the building.
The President said: The Secret Service started to run me toward
the building. I said to slow down. I said everything is all right.
Don Rumsfeld asked if the President had heard anything she might
have said.
The President said: I didn't hear anything she may have been yelling.
Was she yelling? Don Rumsfeld said there were some eye witness
reports that she was yelling something. The President said he had
no recollection.
Don Rumsfeld asked if she appeared to be alone - - did the President
have any recollection of people who may have seemed to be with her.
The President said: I just saw one person -- obviously one person
in a red-orange dress -- I couldn't tell. She was sort of close to a
tree on her right. I never saw her body except from her shoulders
on up. She was in the second row. I don't recollect who was in
front of her. I didn't pay much attention.
Don Rumsfeld recounted reports about the woman seeming to be
jerking the gun as if trying to get it to fire.
The President said: All I saw was a gun in her hand.
Service were so very quick.

The Secret

Don Rumsfeld said that supposedly an eye witness said he or she
heard it click.
'

The President said: I didn't hear it.
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The President said: She had it in her right hand, firmly in her hand.
But then it happened so fast, one of the Secret Service hands was
right there on it. It seemed to slip out of her hand, she lost her
control. It was pulled away.
The President said: I was on the Warren Commission. In my own
way, as I go down a line, I am conscious. I am looking. I am not
sure whether other people in my situation feel the need to look. I
consciously do it.
Don Rumsfeld said:
moving.

Did you think of anything el.3e as you were

The President said: My immediate recollection was that everything
was all right. I didn't want the Secret Service to be forcing me so
hard - - at such a speed that it would create panic. So I said everything is fine, we are making it.
Don Rumsfeld said: You t'hen went straight into the building, turned
left, and went into the Governor's office. You said hello and sat
down. I came in and out several times during the 40 minutes to an
hour meeting. When I came back in the last time toward the end of
the meeting, I interrupted you as the meeting was breaking up. It
appeared you had not discussed the incident.
The President said: It had never come up.
Don Rumsfeld said: You then described the incident to Governor Brown
and I said that I had been with Nessen and the Secret Service and
wanted to verify what was to be said to the Press.
The President said: I would be curious to know the comments of
Larry Buendorf, Ernie Luzania and the others who were right in
the area to see if what I remember coincides with their recollections.
I wonder if Buendorf has a different recollection.
Don Rumsfeld said: I have Larry's report. He gave a report to
Knight over the phone. We could get Ernie's report and see if it
coincides.
The President said: I would be interested in comments from the
Secret Service who immediately grabbed her. I didn't know we had
people moving that close behind a group of people when we are
shaking hands.

•
Don Rumsfeld described the sequence of events from the grabbing
of her hand, taking the gun, giving the gun to someone, getting the
handcuffs from a local police officer, and getting her on the ground.
The President said: I thought people behind had jumped on her. I
wonder if they got any information from the people in front of her.
Don Rums£ eld said: Some had been interviewed, some were on TV
a Mr. Haywood, I believe. The police said they then went out to
Manson's place and picked up two other women and were now searching
for a third one.
The President said: I wanted to go over where the people were at
the airport to shake hands. Don Rumsfeld s1id: Ron Pontius said
you shouldn't do that, and I told him we wouldn't let you do it. The
President said: Ernie said I don't want you to go over, so I didn't.
Rurnsfeld said: The Secret Service wanted time to sort it out. They
still don't know if only one person was involved or possibly if some
others were involved.

Gerald R. Ford
WITNESSED:

Donald Rumsfeld

Leona M. Goodell

THE WH!TE HOUS'.::.
WASHINGTON

September 15, 1975

MErvfORANDUI\11 FOR:

DON RUMSFELD

THROUGH:

JL\1 CONNOR

FROM:

KEN LAZARUS \

SUBJECT:

Statement on Attempted
Presidential Assassination

,JY

About a week ago I was approached by the FB!ls ·white House
liaison man ·with a requ.::st to interview the President on his
recollections relative to 'the attempted assas:;ination in
California •. I was advised that this request was made by
FBI Director Kelley.
During this past week, .I have discussed this matter with
representatives of the Attorney General, the Assistant
Attorney General in charge of the Criminal Division at
Justice, the FBI and the Sec·ret Service. These officials are
now unanimous in the view that at this juncture the President
should provide a written statement of his recollections
regarding the attempted assassination. After an evaluation
of the written statement, interested law enforcement officials
will consider the advisability of any personal interview with
the President. I have been requested to obtain and distribute
the President's statement.

In order to ensure that all anticipated questions are treated
in the written statement, I would suggest that I first be given
the opportunity to review the draft whic}\ Phil Buchen advises>
has already been prepared under your direction. Thereafter>
the statement can be f~nalized and made available to the
offices noted above.
Thank you.

cc: Phil Buchenv

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

September 15, 1975

MEMORANDUM FOR:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

BARRY ROTH

SUBJECT:

Gag Orders in U.S. v. Lynette
Alice Fromme

IA_

Attached is a copy of the 11 gag 11 order imposed by the Court to enjoin
certain discussions of the alleged attempted assassination of the
President. On its face, the Order does not apply to the President,
and Justice, in any event, recommends for reasons of future
precedents, that we not use the Order as our basis for not discussing
this subject. Justice recommends instead that we not comment on
the basis that this matter is under investigation. A Q&A to that
effect was submitted.
You may want to mention this at the senior staff meeting.

•

Gag Orders in U.S. v. Lvne~te Alice Fromme

The original gag order is as follows:
Because of the sensitive nature of this case
and in order to strike a balance between the constitutional mandate of a free press and the constitutional right of all persons to a fair trial:
It is hereby ordered that the following na.~ed
persons and the officers, employees, agents a.nd
representative~ of the following named federal,
state, county and city la<:.·1 enforcement agencies are
hereby enjoined from making any comment or statement
to any news media representative, or to any other
person, concerning any matters of evidence or concerning any aspect of the investigation in this case
into the alleged attempted assassination of the
President of the United States of America, Gerald R.
Ford, on Septerriber 5, 1975, in Sacramento, California:
Defendant Lynette Alice Fromme; Attorney representing
defendant Lynette Alice FroITL~e; Office of the United
States Attorney for the Eastern District of Californiai
United States Department of Justice, Federal Bureau of

::.
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Investigation; United States Secret Service;
United States Marshal; any other Federal law
enforcement agency not specifically named
above; Sacramento County Sheriff 1 s Department;
Sacramento Police Department; Office of the
Federal Defender; United States Clerk's Office
for this District; all persons called as witnesses
before the grand jury of this court in this case.
This order is not intended to preclude the United
States Attorney, or his deputies or assistants,
from announcing whether the grand jury has returned
an indictment in this matter, nor is it intended
to preclude the defendant, or defendant's attorney,
the United States Attorney, or his agents and
employees, or any other Federal agency engaged in
.the investigation of said matter, from questioning
and receiving answers from witnesses who may happen
to be officers, employees or agents of any of the
above named Federal, state, county or city law
enforcement agencies, who may be possessed of.
evidence connected with this case or the investigation of this case. All violators ·will be subject
to the contempt power of this court.
Dated:

~eptember

9, 1975

Thomas J. MacBride
U. S. District Court Judge

The amended gag order is as follows:
FOR GOOD CAUSE APPEARING:
IT IS ORDERED that the order filed herein on
September 9, 1975, under the terms of which the
defendant, her attQrney, the United States Attorney,
and certain other Feqeral, state, county and city
officials and their agents and employees, and
witnesses appearing before the grand jury in this
case were enjoined from making any coIIL~ent or statement to any news m~dia representative or to any

~
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other person concerning any matters of
evidence or concerning any aspect of the
investigation in this case into the alleged
attempted assassination of the President of
the United States o~ A.rclerica, Gerald R. Ford,
on September 5, 1975, in Sacramento, California,
is amended to include as an enjoined agency
within said injunction the state of California,
Department of Corrections, and the officers,
agents and employees thereof to the same 'effect
as if said agency and said persons had been
specifically named and enjoined within the ter~s
0£ th2 aforewentioDed order.
Dated:

SepteIT~er

11, 1975

Thomas J. MacBride
S. District Court Judge

u.

Filed:

September 11, 1975
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHING TON

Septemb er 23, 1975

MEMORA NDUM FOR:

DON R lJMSF ELD

THROUG H:

PHIL

FROM:

KEN

SUBJECT :

Statemen t by the Presiden t on
Attempte d Assassin ation in Sacrame nto

BUCHE~lt.J. ~.
LAZARUS~

This office has received a joint request from the Criminal Division
of the Departm ent of Justice and the Federal Bureau of
Investiga tion for a statemen t by the Presiden t on his recollect ion
0£ the facts surround ing the alleged assassina tion attempt on his
life in Sacrame nto on Septemb er 5. It is, of course, customa ry
for intended victims to report relevant informat ion to law
enforcem ent authoriti es. Other witnesse s to the incident, including
yourself, will be contacted directly and interview ed should the
need arise .
Attac hed is a statemen t which was develope d on the bases of the
Presiden t 1 s recorded remarks which you forwarde d to Mr. Buchen
under date of Septemb er 1 5 , and relevant excerpts from Secret
Service reports.
I recomme nd that the Presiden t review the documen t as soon as
practicab le and, assuming it is complete and accurate , sign the
statemen t and return it to Counsel 1 s office for distribut ion to
the Criminal Division and the FBI, with a courtesy copy to the
Secret Service in accordan ce with their request.
I would also recomme nd that we repeat the practice followed in
this instance in order to develop a statemen t by the Presiden t on
yesterda y 1 s incident in San Francisc o.

Attachme nt

J- )
(

STATEMENT OF
PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD

I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United States
of America, pursuant to the joint request of the Criminal
Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation within the
Department of Justice, submit the following:
1.

During the morning of Friday, September 5, 1975,

I was in the Senator Hotel, Sacramento, California.
2.

At 10:00 a. m., I departed the Senator Hotel on

foot and proceeded diagonally across L Street en route to the
State Capitol Building.
3.

By 10:05 a.m., I had crossed into the park on the

State Capitol grounds and started shaking hands with a group
of people gathered, two to four rows deep, on my left.
4.

As I approached a row of trees, I saw a woman

in an unusual red or orange dress standing in the second row
of the crowd.
complexion.

The woman had gray-brown hair and a weathered
She was standing next to a tree and was visible

to me above her chest.

•
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5.

As this woman moved her right hand forward

toward me through the crowd at about waist level, I saw
that she was holding a handgun.

At this point, she was about

two feet away from me.

6.

At about the same time I saw the handgun, several

Secret Service personnel grabbed me by the shoulders and
pushed me down and away from the woman and surrounded me.

7.

I have no recollection of hearing the woman say

anything or of hearing the handgun click.

8.

I was quickly led away in the direction of the State

Capitol Building.

I turned and looked back momentarily to

see two or three Secret Service or other security personnel
wrestling the woman down.

9.

At about I 0: I 0 a. m. , I entered the State Capitol

Building and went directly to the office of Governor Brown.
IO.

This is a complete and accurate statement of my

recollections of the incident described above.

-.

GERALD R. FORD
The White House
Washington, D. C.
September
, 1975

,,_,
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THE WHlTE HOUSE
WASHING TON

Septemb er 23, 1975

MEMORA NDUM FOR:

DON R UMSFEL D

THROUG H:

PHIL B UC H E 4

FROM:

KEN

SUBJECT :

Statemen t by the Presiden t on
Attempte d Assassin ation in Sacrame nto

w.l3 •

LAZARUS~

This office has received' a joint request from the Criminal Division
of the Departm ent of Justice and the Federal Bureau of
Investiga tion for a statemen t by the Presiden t on his recollect ion
of the facts surround ing the alleged assassina tion attempt on his
life in Sacrame nto on Septemb er 5. It is, of course, customa ry
for intended victims to report relevant informat ion to law
enforcem ent authoriti es. Other witnesse s to the incident, including
yourself, will be contacted directly and interview ed should the
need arise .
Attached is a statemen t which was develope d on the bases of the
Presiden t 1 s recorded remarks which you forwarde d to Mr. Buchen
under date of Septemb er 15, and relevant excerpts from Secret
Service reports.
I recomme nd that the Presiden t review the documen t as soon as
practicab le and, assuming it is complete and accurate , sign the
statemen t and return it to CounseP s office for distribut ion to
the Criminal Division and the FBI, with a courtesy copy to the
Secret Service in accordan ce with their request.
I would also recomme nd that we repeat the practice followed in
this instance in order to develop a statemen t by the Presiden t on
yesterda y's incident in San Francisc o.

Attac hment

STA TEM ENT OF
PRE SID ENT GER ALD R. FOR D

I, Ger ald R. For d, Pres iden t of the Unit
ed Stat es
of Am eric a, purs uan t to the join t requ
est of the Crim inal
Div isio n and the Fed eral Bur eau of Inve
stig atio n with in the
Dep artm ent of Just ice, subm it the follo
wing :
1.

Dur ing the mor ning of Frid ay, Sep tem
ber 5, 1975 ,

I was in the Sen ator Hot el, Sac ram ento
, Cali forn ia.
2.

At 10:0 0 a. m., I dep arte d the Sen ator
Hot el on
\

foot and proc eede d diag onal ly acro ss
L Stre et en rout e to the
Stat e Cap itol Buil ding .
3.

By 10:0 5 a.m ., I had cros sed into the
park on the

Stat e Cap itol grou nds and star ted shak
ing hand s with a grou p
of peop le gath ered , two to four row s deep
, on my left.
4.

As I app roac hed a row of tree s, I saw
a wom an

in an unu sual red or oran ge dres s stan
ding in the seco nd row
of the crow d .
com plex ion.

The wom an had gray -bro wn hair and a
wea ther ed
She was stan ding nex t to a tree and was
visi ble

to me abov e her che st.

•
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5.

As this wom an mov ed her righ t hand forw
ard

towa rd me thro ugh the crow d at abou t wais
t leve l, I saw
that she was hold ing a hand gun.

At this poin t, she was abou t

t wo feet away from me.
6.

At abou t the sam e time I saw the hand gun,
seve ral

Secr et Serv ice pers onne l grab bed me by
the shou lder s and
push ed me down and away from the wom
an and surr ound ed me.
\

7.

I have no reco llect ion of hear ing the wom
an say

anyt hing or of hear ing thE? hand gun click .
8.

I was quic kly led away in the dire ctio n of
the Stat e

Cap itol Buil ding .

I turn e d and look ed back mom enta rily to

see two or thr ee Secr et Serv ice or othe r
secu rity pers onne l
wres tling the wom an down .
9.

At abou t 10:1 0 a . m., I ente red the Stat e
Cap itol

Buil ding and went dire ctly to the offic e of
Gov erno r Brow n.
1 O.

This is a com pl ete and accu rate state men
t of my

reco llect ions of the incid ent desc ribe d abov
e.

GER ALD R. FOR D
The Whit e Hou se
Was hing ton, D. C.
Sept emb er
, 1975

•

Septem ber 23, 1975

MEMOa ANDUM FORi

DON lHJMSJ" ELD

TffltOU OHt

PHIL8U CHEN

FltOMa

KEN LAZil US ( 7>(

SUBJEC T1

Statem dt by the Preat4e at

OD

.ttt!l!'f!-4 A••a••l aatlOa la Sacramento

Tbl.a olflce baa receive d a Joi.at i-equen fl'om the Crtmla al Dlvt•io a
ol th. Departm ent ot .tuatlce and the retlel'& l Bveau ot
llw••tla atloa for a •tat.me at by the Prealde at oa hl• recollee tloA
of the facu ••r~ouadlq the alle&ed a•••••ln Uloa attempt 011 bl•
life la Sacram ento on Septem ber 5. Ii l1, of cov•e, cutom& l'J'
for lratude d 'ricUm• to report relevan t laforma tloa to law
to the lllclden t, lac:l\MUDa
enforce mem authori ti••· Othett
your•el f, will be contact ed directly and lntenie wed •hould the
.need

wit••••••

&ri••·

b&•••

of the
Attache d i• a atateme nt which wa• cle-.elopecl on the
Pre•lde.cat• • recorde d ••mark • wblch you forward ed to Mr. B\lChen
uadel' ~· of Septem ber 15, u4 releY&Dt acerpt • from Secret
Service report• .
l rec:omm ead that the Preaide m reYlew the dociume at a• •0011 a•
pracUc able &Ad. a••umi. nc lt l• comple te aacl accvat e, •ten the
atateme at and retura tt to Couue t•• office for cURrlbutloA to
the Crtmla al Dlvt•lo a aa4 the J'BL wtth a covt••Y copy to th•
Secret Sernce lA acco~• wlth their requeat .

l woulct al•o recomm end tUt we repeat the practlc: e followe d la
th.la laataac e ta offer to develop a etateme at by th• Prdlc1e .at on
yeeterd ay•. lacldea t la Saa rraaela co.

Attacbm eat
KAL:dl m

ST AT EMENT OF
PRESIDEN T GERALD R. FORD

I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United States of
America, pursuant to the joint request of the Criminal
Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigatio n within the
Departmen t of Justice, submit the following:

1.

During the morning of Friday, September 5, 1975,

I was in the Senator Hotel, Sacramento , California.
2.

At 10 :00 a. m., I departed the Senator Hotel on

foot and proceeded diagonally across L Street en route to the
State Capitol Building.
3.

By 10:05 a. m., I had crossed into the park on the

State Capitol grounds and started shaking hands with a group
of people gathered, two to four rows deep, on my left.
4.

As I approached a row of trees, I saw a woman in

an unusual red or orange dress standing in the second row of
the crowd who seemed to want to shake my hand.

The woman

had gray-brown hair and a weathered complexion and appeared
to be alone.

She was standing next to a tree and was visible

to me above her chest.

•

•
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5.

As this woman moved her right hand forward

toward me through the crowd at about waist level, I saw
that she was holding a handgun.

At this point, she was about

two feet away from me .
6.

At about the same time I saw the handgun, several

Secret Service personnel grabbed me by the shoulders and
pushed me down and away from the woman and surrounded me.
7.

I have no recoll ection of hearing the woman say

anything or of hearing the handgun click.
8.

I was quickly led away in the direction of the State

Capitol Building .

I turned and looked back momentari ly to

see two or three Secret Service or other security personnel
wrestling the woman down.
9.

At about 1 0 : 10 a . m . , I entered the State Capitol

Building and went directly to the office of Governor Brown.
10.

This is a complete a nd accurate statement of my

recollectio ns of the incid e nt described above .

GERALD R . FORD

The White House
Washington , D. C .
, 19 75
September
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ST AT EMENT OF
PRESIDE NT GERALD R. FORD

I, Gerald R. Ford, Presiden t of the United States of
America , pursuant to the joint request of the Criminal
Division and the Federal Bureau of Investiga tion within the
Departm ent of Justice, submit the following :

1.

During the morning of Friday, Septemb er 5, 1975,

I was in the Senator Hotel, Sacrame nto, Californi a.
2.

At 10:00 a. m., I departed the Senator Hotel on

foot and proceede d diagonall y across L Street en route to the
State Capitol Building.
3.

By 10:05 a. m., I had crossed into the park on the

State Capitol grounds and started shaking hands with a group
of people gathered , two to four rows deep, on my left.
4.

As I approach ed a row of trees, I saw a woman in

an unusual red or orange dress standing in the second row of
the crowd who seemed to want to shake my hand.

The woman

had gray-bro wn hair and a weathere d complexi on and appeared
to be alone .

She was standing next to a tree and was visible

to me above her chest.
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5.

d forw ard
As this wom an mov ed her righ t han

ut wai st leve l, I saw
tow ard me thro ugh the crow d at abo
At this poin t, she was abo ut

that she was hold ing a han dgu n.
two feet awa y from me.
6.

dgu n, sev era l
At abo ut the sam e tim e I saw the han

by the sho ulde rs and
Sec ret Ser vice pers onn el grab bed me
wom an and surr oun ded me.
pus hed me dow n and awa y from the
7.

wom an say
I hav e no reco llec tion of hea ring the

clic k.
any thin g or of hea ring the han dgu n
8.

n of the Stat e
I was quic kly led awa y in the dire ctio

Cap itol Bui ldin g.

to
I turn ed and look ed bac k mom enta rily

othe r sec urit y per son nel
see two or thre e Sec ret Ser vice or
wre stlin g the wom an dow n.

9.

Stat e Cap itol
At abo ut 10:1 0 a. m., I ente red the

ce of Gov erno r Bro wn.
Bui ldin g and wen t dire ctly to the offi
1 O.

eme nt of my
Thi s is a com plet e and acc ura te stat

ed abo ve.
reco llec tion s of the inci den t des crib

GER ALD R. FOR D
)

The Whi te Hou se
Was hing ton, D. C.
, 197 5
Sep tem ber
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

Eva:
Here are the originals of
the transcripts the President
made after each of the
attempted assassinations.
We have copies here but
Ken felt that the originals
should be in your off ice for
disposition with the Presidential papers. They should
eventually be very historical
pieces of paper!!!!
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STATEMENT OF
PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD

I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United States
of America, pursuant to the joint request of the Criminal
Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation within the
Departinent of Justice, submit the following:
1.

During the morning of Friday, September 5, 1975,

I was in the Senator Hotel, Sacramento, California.
2.

At 10:00 a.m., I departed the Senator Hotel on

foot and proceeded diagonally across L Street en route to the
State Capitol Building.
3.

By 10:05 a. m., I had crossed into the park on the

State Capitol grounds and started shaking hands with a group
of people gathered, two to four rows deep, on my left.
4.

As I approached a row of trees, I saw a woman

in an unusual red or orange dress standing in the second row
of the crowd.
complexion.

The woman had gray-brown hair and a weathered
She was standing next to a tree and was visible

to me above her chest.
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5.

As this woman moved her right hand forward

toward me through the crowd at about waist level, I saw
that she was holding a handgun.

At this point, she was about

two feet away from me.
6.

At about the same time I saw the handgun, several

Secret Service personnel grabbed me by the shoulders and
pushed me down and away from the woman and surrounded me.
7.

I have no recollection of hearing the woman say

anything or of hearing the handgun click.
8.

I was quickly led away in the direction of the State

Capitol Building.

I turned and looked back momentarily to

see two or three Secret Service or other security personnel
wrestling the woman down.
9.

At about I 0: I 0 a. m. , I entered the State Capitol

Building and went directly to the office of Governor Brown.
IO.

This is a complete and accurate statement of my

recollections of the incident described above.

The White House
Washington, D. C.
September 24, 1975
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WASHINGTON

September 25, 1975

MEMORANDUM
FOR:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

DONR~ELD

Attached is the signed Presidential statement on the
Sacramento incident, per your request.

Attachment

STATEMENT OF
PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD

I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United States
of America, pursuant to the joint request of the Criminal
Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation within the
Department of Justice, submit the following:
1.

During the morning of Friday, September 5, 1975,

I was in the Senator Hotel, Sacramento, California.
2.

At 10:00 a. m., I departed the Senator Hotel on

foot and proceeded diagonally across L Street en route to the
State Capitol Building.
3.

By 10:05 a.m., I had crossed into the park on the

State Capitol grounds and started shaking hands with a group
of people gathered, two to four rows deep, on my left.
4.

As I approached a row of trees, I saw a woman

in an unusual red or orange dress standing in the second row
of the crowd.
complexion.

The woman had gray-brown hair and a weathered
She was standing next to a tree and was visible

to me above her chest.
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5.

As this woman moved her right hand forward

toward me through the crowd at about waist level, I saw
that she was holding a handgun.

At this point, she was about

two feet away from me.
6.

At about the same time I saw the handgun, several

Secret Service personnel grabbed me by the shoulders and
pushed me down and away from the woman and surrounded me.·
7.

I have no recollection of hearing the woman say

anything or of hearing the handgun click.
8.

I was quickly led away in the direction of the State

Capitol Building.

I turned and looked back momentarily to

see two or three Secret Service or other security personnel
wrestling the woman down.
9.

At about I 0: I 0 a. m. , I entered the State Capitol

Building and went directly to the office of Governor Brown.
IO.

This is a complete and accurate statement of my

recollections of the incident described above.

The White House
Washington, D. C.
September 24, 1975
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September 25, 1975

MEMORANDUM
FOR:

PHIL BUCHEN

FROM:

~
DON RUMfrFELD
/

Attached is the signed Presidential statement on the
Sacramento incident, per your request.

Attachment

•
STATEMENT OF
PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD

I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the United States
of America, pursuant to the joint request of the Criminal
Division and the Federal Bureau of Investigation within the
Department of Justice, submit the following:
1.

During the morning of Friday, September 5, 1975,

I was in the Senator Hotel, Sacramento, California.
2.

At 10:00 a. m., I departed the Senator Hotel on

foot and proceeded diagonally across L Street en route to the
State Capitol Building.
By 10:05 a. m.,. I had crossed into the park on the

3.

State Capitol grounds and started shaking hands with a group
of people gathered, two to four rows deep, on my left.
4.

As I approached a row of trees, I saw a woman

in an unusual red or orange dress standing in the second row
of the crowd.
complexion.

The woman had gray-brown hair and a weathered
She was standing next to a tree and was visible

to me above her chest.
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5.

As this woman moved her right hand forward

toward me through the crowd at about waist level, I saw
that she was holding a handgun.

At this point, she was about

two feet away from me.
6.

At about the same time I saw the handgun, several

Secret Service personnel grabbed me by the shoulders and
pushed me down and away from the woman and surrounded me.~> ..
7.

I have no recollection of hearing the woman say

anything or of hearing the handgun click.
8.

I was quickly led away in the direction of the State

Capitol Building.

I turned and looked back momentarily to

see two or three Secret Service or other security personnel
wrestling the woman down.
9.

At about 10:10 a. m., I entered the State Capitol

Building and went directly to the office of Governor Brown.
1 O.

This is a complete and accurate statement of my

recollections of the incident described above.

The White House
Washington, D. C.
September
, 1975

