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9, 1974 

FOR [:i.R . DONl\LD RU!-ISFELD 
1\SS IGTl\__i\T TO 'l'IIE Pi:.ESIDENT 

THE \\'HITE HOU SE 

SUBJECT: PRESIDEN'riP..L INITil\.TIVE ON GIFTS 

I h e lieve tha t Pr esident Ford 's recent assumption 
of office, constitutionul in·tent, infla·tion, and recent 
controversy c oncerning g ifts may make an initiative on 
this problem o.ppj:-opriate at this time. 

In order to solve difficulties connected 
with gift-giving and receiving, President Ford might 
consider abandoning the prc:.ctice of giving valuable 
gifts to heads of state and prohibit all governme:1t 
officials from doing same. A photograph or 

of 01utugraphs -should be sufficient to 
commemorate ·the visit by a head of state. Similarly I 
dinners and other events during state visits constitute 
appropriate marks of our respect for other countries and 
officials. 

\\'ere the President to announce his intention not to 
give or receive v·aluable gifts, othe r governments and 
heads of state might adopt the same policy; a practice 
\'lhich has caus8d problems for previous Presidents would 
be abandoned; and the President's reputation for both 
thrift and lack of ostentation would be enhanced. 

A possible Presidential statement is enclosed. 

Enclosure: 
l\s stated 
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E.O. 12958, Sec. 3.5 
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STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDE~T 

I have only recently become aware of the extent 

and character of the exchange of gifts on the occasion 

of state visits and between governments generally. rt 
~ 

will b e the practice of my Administration to discourage 

the exchange of gifts of significant value on any and 

all occasions. 

I believe firmly that the Framers of our Constitu-

tion included in Section 9 of Article I, a clear and 

valid prohibition against the exchange of valuable gifts. 

Congress in 1966 codified this provision in the Presidential 

Gifts and Decorations Act and I intend to abide by the 

spirit and intent of ou~ Constitutio~ ~nd our laws. 

I am today issuing instructions to the Cabinet on 

this matter so that this policy can be carried out through-

out the Government. I v1ill also ask our Ambassadors to 

convey to foreign governments my feelings in this matter. 
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