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AM RAM, HAHN, 5ANDGROUND & SANTARELLI 

PHILIP WERNER AMRAM 

GILBERT HAHN, JR 

MARK B. SANDGROUND 

DONALD E. SANTARELLI 

JACK C. SANDO 

DAVID L.GOOD 

WILLIAM E. LLOYD, JR.' 
•MEMBER VIRGINIA BAR ONLY 

Mr. Phillip Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
West Wing - White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 

COLORADO BUILDING 

1341 G STREET, N. W. 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 2000S 

(202) 783-3344 

CABLE ADDRESS "HASUN" 

I NTL. TELEX 64273 

December 19, 1974 

Re: William B. Cummings 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

I would like to add my strong endorsement of 
Bill Cummings of Fairfax County for consideration for 
appointment as United States Attorney for the Eastern 
District of Virginia. I do so '\vi th my regard for his 
talents. I have known Bill since he was a law student 
at the University of Virginia a couple of years behind 
me. I have kept in very close touch with him here in the 
Northern Virginia area both through his activities at the Bar 
and as a personal social friend. We also work very closely 
on University of Virginia alumni matters in the Northern 
Virginia area and with the University of Virginia Club 
of Washington. 

I also know Bill Cummings for his strong commitment 
to Bar activities both on the local level and with the 
American Bar Association. He has been active in the 
Young Lawyers section of the ABA and I have worked with 
him there on many issues that confront the Bar for 
resolution or recommendation. 

I unqualifiedly endorse him as a good lawyer, 
a good citizen, a good father, a good alumnus and above all, 
as a man of integrity. His performance as a civic leader 
and coordinator of various projects is well recognized. 
His commitment is to high standards, both publicly and 
privately. I believe he would make one of the finest 
United States attorneys in our system. 

Sincerely, 

~ .'\._ 

Dona -- E. Santarelli 

DES:shc 
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DISTRfCT OFFICES: 
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MEMBER: 
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December 15, 1975 

Mr. Philip Buchen 
Counselor to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

900 CHURCH STREET 

LYNCHBURG., VtRGlNIA 24505 

(804) 845-1378 

t t 1 FEDERAL BUILD!NG ANO PoST OFFICE 

200 S. WAYNE AVENUE 

P.O. BoX 1045 
WAYNESBORO. VIRGiNIA 2.2980 

(703) 942.-7758 
(IN STAUNTON DlAL.. .. o•• ASK FOR ENTE:R?R:lSE; 75·3) 

109 U.S. POST OFFICE ANO CoURTHOUSE 
BUILDING 

212- W. CHURcH AVENUE. 
Po. Boxaas 

ROANOKE, VIRGINIA 24005 
(703) 981-1231 

This letter is in further reference to the nomination of 
William B. Poff to the United States District Court for the 
Western District of Virginia. My purpose is to acquaint you 
with the fact that he is the overwhelming choice of lawyers 
practicing in the Western District of Virginia. 

Mr. Poff has received the endorsement of the following state 
associations of lawyers: Virginia Trial Lawyers Association; 
Virginia Association of Defense Attorneys; and Old Dominion 
Bar Association. So far as I can determine, no other state
wide bar association customarily endorses candidates for the 
federal bench. 

In addition, Mr. Poff has received the endorsement of the 
following local bar association in the Western District of 
Virginia: 

Martinsville-Henry County Bar Association 
Salem-Roanoke County Bar Association 
Rockbridge-Buena Vista Bar Association (includes Lexington) 
Augusta County Bar Association (includes Staunton) 
Old Nineteenth Bar Association (Alleghany, Bath Counties; 

Clifton Forge, Covington) 
Roanoke Bar Association 
Pulaski County Bar Association 
Franklin County Bar Association 
Botetourt County Bar Association 
Bedford County Bar Association (includes Bedford City) 
Charlottesville-Albemarle Bar Association 
Waynesboro Bar Association 
Giles County Bar Association 
Lynchburg Bar Association (includes Campbell County) 
Patrick County Bar Association 
Danville Bar Association 
Montgomery, Floyd, Radford.Bar Association 
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Amherst-Nelson County Bar Association 
Carroll County Bar Association 
Winchester-Frederick County Bar Association 
Halifax County Bar Association 

For your information, the total number of lawyers enjoying 
membership in these associations is approximately 1250; and 
the population of the cities and counties served by these 
associations is approximately 965,000. 

By contrast, less than ten associations have, to my knowledge, 
endorsed the other nominee under consideration. There are 
less than 150 lawyers in these associations and the population 
of the cities and counties served by them is approximately 
250,000. 

Attached hereto for your information is a map showing the 
boundaries of the Western District of Virginia in which I 
have marked in red the counties and cities served by the 
associations which have endorsed Mr. Poff, and in blue the 
counties and cities served by the associations which have 
endorsed the other person under consideration. 

Please also take notice of the location of Roanoke City in 
which Mr. Poff resides and practices; and of Lee County, in 
which the other nominee resides and practices. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Very truly yours, 

!~~ 
Enclosure 

'~ ',,, ~ l 

~/ 
·-: :' 
/ 
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THE WHiTE ~:ouSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

June 10, 1976 

JUDGE HAROLD TYLER 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENE~ 

PHILIP w. BUCHEN CJ .w .53. 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 

JUDGESHIP IN WESTERN 
DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA 

Attached are copies of letters sent by 
Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson to the President 
and to me along with the materials mentioned in 
the third paragraph of the Robinson letter to me. 

Attachments 

J (' 



.J. KENNETH ROBINSON 
7TH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 

CCMMITI"EE: 

APPROPRIATIONS (:ougrtss of tbt llnittb ~tatts 
J]ouse of l\epresentatibes 
ata~ington. ll.(C. 20515 

Philip W. Buchen, Esquire 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

June 8, 1976 

OFFICES IN THE 7TH DISTRICT: 

112 N. CAMERON STREET (P.O. Box 714) 
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601 

TELEPHONE' (703) 667-0990 

212-B POST OFFICE BLDG. (P.O. Box 136) 
CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902 

TELEPHONE, (804) 295-2108 

5 PosT OFFICE BLDG. (P.O. Box 336) 
FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA 22.401 

TELEPHONE, (703) 373-0538 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I have sent to the President 
in regard to the judgeship vacancy in the Western District of Virginia. 

As will be seen, I am commending to the consideration of the 
President Thomas J. Wilson, Esquire., of Harrisonburg, Virginia, an 
attorney in private practice who formerly served as an Assistant U. s. 
Attorney for the Western District of Virginia and has served, as 
required, since 1965 as Bankruptcy Judge, or referee, for that district. 

In addition to the copies of local Bar Associations' resolutions 
which I sent to the President, I am enclosing, for your information, 
copies of other expressions I have received in his behalf. 

In particular, I should like to direct your attention to the 
recurring comments as to the need of a Judge residing in the northern 
area of this court's jurisdiction, in order to provide more convenient 
access for attorneys who nm; often find it necessary to travel to 
Roanoke to present matters to the court. 

The Barrisonburg division of the court has not had a Judge on 
regular duty since the late Judge John Paul retired in 1958, although 
he continued to serve in the capacity of a senior Judge until his death 
in 1963. The docket in that division, I am informed, now is the heaviest 
it has been in many years. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Sincerely 

Robinson 

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: D WINCHESTER D CHARLOTTESVILLE D FREDERICKSBURG 
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I llip~ a44 that laia eleftUoa w the bench of t:hia court 
vou14 provide representation for a part of the W.stern District 
which hu not been ao r•preaenta4 for several year a, causing 
a probl- for attoraeya in the matt r of convenient acceaa U» 
a Pede&'al Ju4v•. (Judge Jfilaon ia a re•ident. of Harriaonburg, 
one of the places 4eaigna.ted for ait.t.ing by tha Diatrict court, 
althouvh tile bulk of iu .buain •• ill trans cted t anoka.) 

« 
I do believe that appropriate inquiry will reflect ~t 

Jqe Wiltton l.a hivhly qualifia4, 1ty experience and temperament, 
to aei'W aa a J114p of a»· s. Diatrict Court. • . 

With kia4eat. per80Dal 1'89u4a, X 

Sincerely, 

J. Kenneth Robinson 
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Thomas J. Wilson, III 
805 Oak Hill Drive 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

May 21, 1976 

Born at Somerset, Orange County, Virginia, October 13, 1922, 
the son of the late State Senator and Mrs. Thos. J. Wilson, 
Jr., of Clifton Forge, Virginia. 

Graduated at age 19 from Virginia Military Institute in 1942. 
Cadet Commis.sioned Officer with Academic Distinction 3rd and 
4th years. R 0 T C Honor Graduate. 

1942 - 1946. U. s. Army Field Artillery Officer with 20 
months service in Europe - - 11 months combat duty as 
artillery fo~ward observer in·France, Belgium and Germany 
with 5 battle stars. Army reserve after war. Rank - Capt. 

Univer~ity of Virginia Law School graduate in Februari, 1948. 

1947 - admitted to Virginia State Bar. 

Practiced law at Woodstock, Virginia, and Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, 1948 - 1953. 

Vice Chairman, 7th District Republican Committee, 1952-53. 

Assistant United States Attorney for .the Western District of 
Virginia, 1953-58. 

1958 to date, practice of law at Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

1959 - Vice President, Virginia State ~ar Association, Valley 
region. 

1962-63 - Chairman, 7th District Committee of the Virginia 
State Bar. 

1963 - President, Harrisonburg Bar Association. 

0. S. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia 
on a part-time basis, 1965 to date. 

Permanent member, Judicial Conference of the 4th Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 

Married to the former Margaret Brock of Harrisonburg. 
children, all of whom are in college. 



Thomas J. Wilson,. III 
May 21, 1976 
Page -2-

Former Vestryman and Senior Warden, Emmanual Episcopal Church 
at Harrisonburg. 

Member, Virginia State Bar Association, Virginia State Bar, 
Masonic Order, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 



HATMAKER, DINSMORE S STABLES 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

206 VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801 

DAVID J. HATMAKER 

ROBERT C. DINSMORE, JR. 

WILLIAM L. STABLES, JR. 

TELEPHONE (703) 434-7306 

May 26, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
418 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My Dear Kenneth: 

I am very sorry not to have had an opportunity 
to say hello to you Saturday at the convention, especially 
to thank you and Mr. Mathisen for your efforts on behalf 
of Bob Dinsmore regarding his appointment as an FHA attorney. 
That has notyet come through, but we expect it will. 

In any event, congratulations on your renomination. 
The Democrats' failure to oppose you is more eloquent than 
anything I could say. 

As you know, the judgeship for the Western District 
of Virginia is still under consideration. Please let me 
express the high regard that I and so many of us at the local 
bar have for Tom Wilson. In the event that the President 
should see fit to withdraw his present nomination, I can 
think of no one better qualified for this bench than Tom. 

We badly need a judge in this part of the Western 
District. Presently, we see our federal judge only once 
every several weeks, and often, lawyers from Winchester, 
Front Royal, Woodstock, Luray and Charlottesville must travel 

. to Roanoke to be heard. This is a great burden on them and 
their clients. 

The case load in the Harrisonburg and Charlottesville 
Divisions comparesfavorably with that at Abingdon in the 
southern end of the District. I am told that as of May 6, 1976, 
the pending civil case load was: 

.. ·., · ... 
~# .. "'-: 

·.• \ en 
'" ; 

"~:· 
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Harrisonburg 
Charlottesville 
Total Northern 

Divisions 

Abingdon 

94 cases 
67 cases 

161 cases 

662 cases 

The seeming disparity is caused by the fact that an 
estimated 75% of Abingdon's civil cases are black lung cases. 
I understand these are now heard by a recently appointed full 
time magistrate who sits in Abingdon. Of the remaining civil 
cases in that Division, it is my understanding that a large 
proportion are social security disability appeals, which are 
heard by the District Judge on review only. 

Excluding black lung cases but including social 
security cases, the relative case loads are estimated at: 

Harrisonburg
Charlottesville 

Abingdon 

161 cases 
pending 

166 cases 
pending 

I would suggest the conclusion that the relative 
case load between here and Abingdon is about equal. Considering 
the additonal element of geography and distance, however, it 
is my belief that a judge who resides in our area should be 
appointed. 

I believe that the endorsements of bar associations 
in the northern part of the Western District could be obtained 
for Tom in a relatively short time. His friends have not yet 
done so because of the delicacy of this matter at the present. 

I write this letter both as an attorney and as newly
elected Harrisonburg City Republican Chairman. If you wish any 
further information which I can provide, please call on me. 

Sincerely yours, 

David J. Hatmaker 

DJH/nab 
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May 24, 1976 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
u. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

It is my understanding that Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III, 
of Harrisonburg, Virginia is being considered for nomination 
as United States District Judge for the Western District of 
Virginia and I certainly hope that you can assist in obtaining 
his nomination for this post. 

I have known Mr. Wilson since he entered practice and 
can recommend him most highly both from the standpoint of 
ability and character. He is a graduate of the Virginia 
Military Institute and the University of Virginia School of 
Law and has served as Assistant United States Attorney for 
the Western District of Virginia, and is presently a 
Bankruptcy Judge in this District. In addition to this, he 
was engaged in private practice in Harrisonburg for a number 
of years with marked success. Throughout his adult life he 
has been a loyal and dedicated member of the Republican 
Party. 

In addition to my interest in Mr. Wilson, himself, 
I feel that there is a crying need for a federal judge in 
Harrisonburg to serve our area of the Valley. There has not 
been one since Judge Paul retired and, in my opinion, this 
has resulted in a substantial burden and expense to the 
people and members of the bar in the entire northern portion 
of the Valley. 

Thanking you for any assistance that you can render 
I am, 

Sincerely y~:mrs, 
/I 

,-"' / 
._·,_ ._: 

/··-. 

'<,.." 
(· / .. ·' j 

.•. / 1_.-· • / .' '•/ ,/ i...- ., 
i,. ... ••· • .... v.- , ....... , [./. ~"·· I 

W. B. Timberlake, Jr. 

WBT/thc 



ALLEN, DALTON AND WATKINS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

L. B. lio B. BUILDING 

POST OFFICE DRAWER 219 

CARTER R. ALLEN WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22980 
R. TOMS DALTON, .JR. 

G. WILLIAM WATKINS 

May 24·, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Member of Congress 
House Office· Building 
Washington, D. c. 20513 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 943-1145 

Along with many other residents of the Western District of 
Virginia I am concerned about the vacancy in the United States 
District Court occasioned by the retirement of Judge Dalton 
and the failure of Senate confirmation of William B. Poff, 
who appears to me to be eminently qualified. 

Another concern has been that since the death of Judge Paul 
no Judge of the Western District hasEsided north of Roanoke 
in the Seventh Congressional District and the northern most 
portion of the Sixth Congressional District. 

Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, of Harrisonburg, is eminently 
qualified. He has served for some time as a Bankruptcy Judge. 
He has a judicial temperament; he has demonstrated ability and 
legal scholarship, and has a wide range of experience. 

I would hope that this letter might enlist your efforts in 
support of Thomas J. Wilson, III as a nominee for Senate con
firmation. 

CRA:kay 

.J 
\.'.4 

'~: 
.".·· 

l. ~· ; 
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LAW OFFICES 

LOGAN & LOGAN 

132-134 WEST COURT STREET 

"'"00DSTOCK, VIRGINIA ~~664 

TE:LEPHON£ <45--2121 

May 25, 1976 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
U. S. House of Representatives 
418 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Kenneth: 

It was nice talking with you in Stafford last Saturday. 
We in the 7th., District are very fortunate in having a 
Congressman of your ability and dedication to represent us. 

I spoke with you on Saturday concerning the vacancy 
existing on the Federal Bench in the Western District of 
Virginia, suggesting to you the name of Thomas J. Wilson. 
We, in this area, would like to see a Judge named who would 
be from our general area. It is my opinion that the Honorable 
Thomas J. Wilson, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is emminently 
qualified to serve on the Federal Bench as a District Judge. 

I have known Tom from the time he finished Law School. 
As a matter of fact, he started his practice in Woodstock, 
Virginia, with me, and I have kept in rather close touch with 
him since that time. 

I would be pleased, if at the appropriate time, you 
would feel justified to suggest his name for appointment to 
the vacancy which now exists. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

LOGAN & LOGAN 

/ld~1~ 
WILLIAM . LOGAN 

WHL:mls 



JOHN M. SWETNAM 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

LURAY1 VIRGINIA 
ASSOCIATE 

W. DALE HOUFF 
2263l5 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 743-4SII 

May 27, 1976. 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

I am writing to request your consideration of The 
Honorable Thomas J. Wilson, Bankruptcy Judge, of Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, for the nomination and appointment as Federal 
District Judge for the Western District of Virginia. 

I might state that in my opinion Judge Wilson is 
eminently qualified from both his legal training and background, 
and I do not hesitate in any way to strongly urge his 
consideration and your support. 

I would also like to point out that this section of 
Virginia has not had a Federal Judge since the death of The 
Honorable John Paul some years ago. 

My associate, Mr. W. Dale Houff, is in accord with my 
views on this matter. 

Thanking you for your sincere consideration, I am 

JMS/sy 

Yours very truly, ~ 

R:-~~ ~ 
:::.SWETNAM 

--

\.:\ 
:·"') ~ .. '\.' _.,., 

,.·: 



LAw OFFICEs 

LARRICK AND WHITE 
WINCHESTER. VIROINIA 2260 l 

.J. F"REDERICK LARRICK 

.JOSEPH W. WHITE 

3!5 EAST BOSCAWEN STREET P. 0. BOX 704 

TELEPHONE 

AREA CODE 703 

D.P. RABUN 

DANIEL .J. PERRY May 28, 1976 
(Dictated May 27, 1976) 

(1(12 ~;g~ 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Congressman, Seventh District 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Kenneth: 

I am writing this letter on behalf of Thomas J. 
Wilson, and I hope that you will consider him when the 
time comes to appoint a district judge for the Western 
District of Virginia. If my recollection serves me cor
rectly, I do not believe the area from Winchester to 
Harrisonburg has had a judge since the late Judge John 
Paul. 

I have known Tom Wilson since approximately 1942. 
We went to V.M.I. together and were very good friends. 
To my knowledge he was a good student. After some five 
years during World War II, I entered the Law School 
and he was also a student at the Law School, and of course, 
our friendship continued. 

I know Tom's wife and am familiar with his family 
background. He comes from a very good family in Clifton 
Forge, Virginia. He has served as Assistant United States 
District Attorney for four years and during that period of 
time carried a substantial part of the workload. I do not 
know when he first became Referee in Bankruptcy but I have 
been dealing with him for quite a number of years and 
I have found him to be most courteous and efficient. 

I hope that you will give him your consideration. 

;;;}y, 
J. Frederick Larrick 

JFL/ah 

'. 



I. RANDOLPH DOVEL 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

102 N. liA WKSBJLL STREET 

LURAY, VIRGINIA 2283~ 

TELEPHONE 743-~026 

Nay 26, 1976 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson, M. c. 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Kenneth: 

Our mutual friends in Harrisonburg are hopeful 
that the President \vill appoint Tom l'lilson, Judge for 
the Nestern District of Virginia. It is obvious that 
Poff and IVilliams can not be and we are hopeful if 
the President will appoint Tom that Bill Scott will 
go along with it. 

As you have probably been told we need a Judge 
in the Northern part of the Western District and Torn 
Hilson would certainly be an excellent choice. 

I sincerely hope that you can do everything 
within your power to have the President appoint Torn at 
the earliest possible date. If we don't do this soon 
the appointment may be held up by the Senate until 
after the election. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

IRD/meb 

Sincerely, 

. ) _},ilftl \i ~" 
I. Randolph Dovel 



LAW 0Fl"ICES 

LARGENT. ANDERSON. LARRICK AND GROVES 

PLOURNO'\• L. LARGENT. JR. 

JOliN F. ANDERMON 

J. RANDOLPII LARRICK 

PHILIP E. ORO\'E8 

ERIC E. ADAMHON 

DA\"ID N. CRUMP. JR. 

GRAICHEN BUILDING 

211 EA:.JT BOSCAWEN STREET 

P. 0. BOX 444 

\VINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601 

TELEPHONEa 708~62~821 

·May 26, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Kenneth: 

I understand from Bill Wharton and my 
partner, John Anderson, that there is now some 
question whether Poff or Glenn Williams can be 
appointed or will be available for the vacancy in 
the office of the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Virginia to succeed 
Judge Dalton. 

Apparently two or three weeks ago John 
was in Harrisonburg and was discussing the 
suitability of Tom Wilson for this vacancy. I 
believe at that time that John, Phil Stone and 
Bill Wharton all agreed that Tom would be an 
excellent selection for this position. 

John advised me that Bill Wharton 
called him this morning and stated that now 
may be the appropriate and exigent time to 
contact you concerning this matter. 

Thomas J. Wilson, III, is currently the 
Referee in Bankruptcy in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
He was born in 1922 and admitted to the Bar in 
1947. Tom graduated from Virginia Military 
Institute and received his law degree from the 
University of Virginia. 

FRONT ROYAL OFFICE 

COURT 110\TME MQUAHE 

P. 0. BOX 84. 

FNONT ROYAL. VA. 88680 

TICLKPIIONE, 70S~8Do.SliU 

I believe that for approximately four 
years he was in the Office of the United States 
District Attorney for the Western District where he 
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served diligently and with distinction. Torn was in 
law school at Virginia at the time my partner, 
John Anderson, was. 

For the past 28 or 29 years, Randolph, John 
and I have had considerable opportunity to observe 
Torn Wilson's conduct and performance as an 
Assistant United States Attorney, as a lawyer in private 
practice, and as a Referee in Bankruptcy. All three 
of us strongly feel that Torn Wilson would be an 
excellent judge; that he has the capability to perform 
the duties of the office;and that he would serve with 
courtesy, dignity and with the highest degree of 
legal aptitude. 

In addition to our personal knowledge and 
endorsement of Torn Wilson, I think that it should be 
carefully considered that we in the Harrisonburg 
District of this eourt have not had a resident 
(Harrisonburg) judge since Judge Paul. As you 
know, both Judge Turk and Judge Dalton reside in 
the Southwest and must travel to Harrisonburg and 
Charlottesville to conduct the business of the 
district at those two courts. I believe that you 
will find the lawyers in Harrisonburg, Winchester, 
Front Royal and Charlottesville very much in favor of 
having a judge resident of the City of Harrisonburg. 

I would greatly appreciate it if you would 
consider my position and that of my partners in 
this matter, an~ if at all possible, advise me of the 
current status of those being considered for this 
judge vacancy. 

Largent, Jr. 

jc 

~' . •-' '• .. 
~: ..... \ t•, t 
::,:/ .;,)/ 



NORVELL A. LAPSLEY 

JACK F. DEPOY 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LAPSLEY AND DEPOY 

VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801 

0AVI D I. WALSH 

LAWRENCE D. BowERS, JR. 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 434-6741 

June 3, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
United States House of Representatives 
418 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

RE: Appointment of Federal Judgeship for 
West~rn District of Virginia 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

I would appreciate your consideration of Thomas 
J. Wilson, III, Esquire, member of the Harrisonburg
Rockingham County bar, for the above mentioned appoint
ment. Since Tom's name has been frequently mentioned in 
regard to this matter, I am confident that you are aware 
of his fine reputation in our community, both as a 
citizen and as an attorney. In my opinion he is eminently 
qualified for the federal bench. 

Further, I believe that it would be wise to 
select an attorney from the Harrisonburg area to fill 
this vacancy. The case load in our Federal Court here 
in Harrisonburg certainly justifies having a judge who 
resides in the community and who can be responsive to 
the needs of the area served by the Court. 

I believe that I am correct when I say that 
none of the last three appointees to the Federal Court 
in the Western District have been from this area. There
fore, I and many members of our local bar feel that it is 
appropriate for the appointment of an attorney from our 
own area. This is particularly compelling when a man with 
the qualifications of Tom Wilson is available for the 
position. 

LDB/swm 

Sincerely, 

~~~rl"/1 
Lawrence D. Bowers, Jr. 
Rockingham County 
Republican Party Chairman 

•.-:J 



LAW OFFICES 

Me GuiRE, Woons & BATTLE 

P. o. Box 1191 

COURT SoUARE BUILDING 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902 

TELEPHONE (804) 977·2500 

June 2, 1976 

The Honorable ~ Kenneth Robinson 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Ken: 

Bill Wharton has asked that I write you concerning 

RJCB)(OJI'D,VJBOJNIA OFFICB 

Ross BuiLDING 

TELEPHONE (804) 644·4131 

the candidacy of Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III of Harrisonburg, 
Virginia for the post of United States District Judge for 
the Western District of Virginia. Bill has sent me Mr. 
Wilson's resume and it is certainly impressive. 

As you may know, there has been no federal judge in 
the Western District residing north of Roanoke since the 
retirement of the Honorable Thomas J. Michie. While the 
other judges have been more than accomodating in trying to 
adjust their schedules for the convenience of the bar in 
the northern part of the district, it is obviously a con
venience to the bar and the public for federal judges to 
live in different parts of the district. 

Bill Wharton, whom I respect tremendously, assures me 
that Mr. Wilson will make a fine judge and on that basis alone 
I would recommend his nomination. However, I also think it 
would be helpful to us to have a judge resident in the northern 
part of the district. 

With my personal regards as always, 

ERS, jr. /b 
Enclosure 
cc: W. W. Wharton, Esquire 

Your_ s sincerely, _7'. . .. _ __, -./?:I /;:;//.-'.~-<~.( / 
//-'- ..-::.: .- .r...f ' • ) 

Edward R. Slaughter, Jr. 



LAW OFFICES 

JOHN F. EWELL 
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 

Formerly 
ATTORNEY FOR TI-lE COMMONWEALTH COURT HOUSE 

WARREN COUNTY 
P. 0. BOX 1239 

June 3, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Ken, 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE :~~:~~~~ 

I would like to express my support for Thomas J. Wilson, III 
to be nominated for the office of U. s. District Judge for the 
~estern District of Virginia. I feel he is thoroughly competent 
and well able to fill the position and would be a credit to the 
office. His fairness and thorough grasp of legal issues is 
recognized by all who have observed him. His legal background 
and experience eminently qualify him for this office. 

I further feel that it is only fair and equitable that this 
end of the District have a Judge more accessible than Roanoke for 
the proper practice of law in the area. The convenience and saving 
of time would be a great help to those in the northern part of the 
District. 

I am in hopes that you will be able to supp6rt his nomination. 

JFE/je 



FoRESMAN AND ELKINS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
LAW OFFICES 

6 E. W.ASHINOTON STRBBT 

LEXINGTON, VIHOJNIA 

HENRY J. FORESMAN 

ESTEL E. ELXINS, JR. 

24400 

703-463·7141 

4 June 1976 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

I am writing for the purpose of urging you to recommend 
to the President of the United States that Thomas J. 
Wilson, III, Esquire, be nominated as U. S. District 
Judge for the Western District of Virginia. 

Tom and I have known each other for more than thirty-five 
years, as Tom was one year behind me at Virginia Military 
Institute. During the time that we were in the Corps of 
Cadets together, I was quite close to Tom, as we ate at 
the same table for three years, as well as being members 
of the same Company. 

During the intervening years, we have been associated 
together in a number of cases, and, of course, during 
Tom's tenure as Assistant U. S. Attorney for the Western 
District of Virginia, I was involved in a number of crimi
nal cases which Tom prosecuted. 

Since Tom's appointment as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, I have 
appeared before him on numerous occasions. 

Tom Wilson is a man of the highest integrity and possesses 
a most astute and penetrating legal mind. He has demon
strated his judicial temperament and fairness while occupy
ing the bench as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, and I believe 
that Tom Wilson would be a truly outstanding member of 
the federal judiciary. 

Geographically, Tom's appointment would balance the 
Western District, as the Chief Judge and the only retired 
Judge of the Western District live in the Radford, Virgini,a,,. ,., , .. (. area. 

'') ' 
' 



Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson Page 2 
4 June 1976 

In writing this letter, I have presumed upon the fact that 
we were formerly a part of the Seventh Congressional Dis
trict, and upon the fact that you have been so helpful in 
the past in connection with the Flood Control Project in 
Buena Vista. 

Incidentally, your son, Jim, might be interested in know
ing that Henry, Jr., graduated from VMI last month and 
will head to Fort Bragg next week for summer camp. All 
of us enjoyed Jim so much the summer he spent in Lexington. 

With kindest regards, I remain 

HJF/cms 



/ 

June 2, 1976 

RESOLUTION OF RAPPAHANNOcK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Upon motion of James W. Fletcher, seconded by George 

H. Davis, Jr., the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rappahannock County Bar Asso-

ciation does hereby recommend Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire of 

Harrisonburg, Virginia, be appointed United States District 

Judge for the Western District of Virginia, by the President 

of the United States; and, 

That the said Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, is a 

member in good standing with his local and state bar associa-

tions, is a competent member of the legal profession, is emi-

nently endowed with judicial countenance and integrity, and is 

highly qualified for an appointment to the bench. 

s~- W. FLETCHER '~/ 



HOOVER a HOOVER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801 

LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

LAWRENCE H. HOOVER, JR. 
306 VIRCINlA NATIONAL BANK. BUILDJNC AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 433-2444 
DAVID A. PENROD 

CHARLES 5. McNULTY. m June 2, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
The House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Robinson: 

Enclosed is a copy of a resolution recently passed by the 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Association of Virginia relative to the 
appointment of a Federal Judge for the Western District of Virginia. 
We respectfully request that you give this resolution your attention 
and consideration. 

DAP/nws 

Enclosure 

David A. Penrod, Secretary 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar 

Association 

. ~ D '~ 
·~ .. · ... 



WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for a judgeship in the 

Western District of Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, said judgeship should be filled as soon as 

possible to prevent further overloading of said court; and 

WHEREAS, no judge of said District is resident in the 

northern part thereof; and 

WHEREAS, a judge is badly needed in the northern part 

of the District to expedite the handling of cases and to eliminate 

long and expensive travel for lawyers and clients; and 

WHEREAS, Glen William's name has been proposed by 

Senator William L. Scott, but it appears that the President of 

the United States does not wish to forward his name to the 

Senate; and 

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, a lawyer now 

serving as Bankruptcy Judge and resident in Harrisonburg, is 

emminently qualified in every way to assume this judgeship; now 

therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Associa

tion does this ~~day of June, 1976 wholeheartedly and unani

mously endorse-Thomas J. Wilson, III, for said judgeship and most 

respectfully urges the President to nominate him at the earliest 

possible time. Be it further RESOLVED that a copy of this 

resolution be forthwith sent to the President, to Senators 

Scott and Harry F. Byrd, Jr., to Congressman J. Kenneth ~9~~nson 
• - \ ,, ·f " ,_ 

,;. ·. ·:~ ;- ..... ~ 

and to the Attorney General of the United States. (~ 



At a called meeting of the Page County Bar Association held at the 

Courthouse at Luray, Virginia. at 4:00 p.m. on June 2. 1976. on motion of 

Attorney A. E. Hackley. seconded by Attorney' John M. Swetnam. 

the following Resolution was unanimously adopted by the members of the Bar. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Page County Bar Association endorse 

Honorable Thomas J o Wilson. III. of 805 Oak Hill Drive. Harrisonburg. 

Virginia. for appointment to the vacant Judgeship of the Federal Court for 

the Western District of Virginia. the members of this Bar being fully 

acquainted with the excellent qualifications of Thomas J. Wilson, III. Esquire. 

both professionally and personally. for this most important position. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded 

to The Honorable Edward Ho Levi. The Attorney General of the United States. 

The Honorable William L. Scott. Senator from Virginia. and The Honorable 

J. Kenneth Robinson. Congressman from the Seventh District of Virginia. 

with our urgent request that they approve and support this appointment. 

Respectfully submitted this 2nd day of June. 1976. 

/Pr sident Fag 

~ <:?.. J 
-~-<-v-<~·-1- ~ ~- :z 
§.ecretary Page County Bar Association r.::.o' 

;··-• I 

.:_·, 
\~\':;. 



WAYNESBORO BAR ASSOCIATION 

PosT OFFICE BOX 1140 e WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22980 

June 3, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

I am enclosing herewith a resolution adopted by 
the Waynesboro Bar Association in regard to the nomination and 
election of Thomas J. Wilson, III, as Judge of the United States 
District Court for the Western District of Virginia. 

HJF /eak 

Encl. 

Yours very truly~:? 

--------. 
-------- .. -- y 

::.d~ 
President of the Waynesboro Bar 
Association 



RESOLUTION OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CITY OF WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA, 
ADOPTED JUNE 2, 1976 

The following Resolution duly adopted by the Bar Associa-

tion of the City of Waynesboro, Virginia, on June 2, 1976, was 

directed to be mailed forthwith to The Honorable Edward H. Levi, 

Attorney General of the United States; The Honorable William Lloyd 

Scott, United States Senator from Virginia; and The Honorable 

J. Kenneth Robinson, Member of the House of Representatives from 

the Seventh District of Virginia. 

RESOLVED: That the nomination and election of Thomas J. 

Wilson, III, Esquire, 805 Oak Hill Drive, Harrisonburg, Virginia, 

as Judge of the United States District Court for the Western District 

of Virginia, be urged upon the addresses hereof for the reasons 

following: 

(1) That he is eminently qualified by birth, education, and 

national military service. 

(2) That he has practiced law with success since 1947, 
t. 

having served as Chairman of the Seventh District Virginia State Bar 

Association, and as Regional Vice-President of the Virginia State 

Bar Association. 

(3) That he has been Assistant United States Attorney for 

the Western District of Virginia. 

(4) That he has been United States Bankruptcy Judge for 

the Western District of ·virginia, and a permanent member of the 

Judicial Conference of the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

(5) That he is a churchman and former Senior Warden, 

married, with four children. 

(6) That he is of a judicial temperament, evidencing scholar-

ship and a devotion to the principles of the Rule of Law as a way 

of life for free people. 
Respectfully, , ~ 

7?-~----'--



J. KENNETH ROBINSON, OFFICES IN THE 7TH DIS"I'RICT: 

7TH DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 
;-

COMMI'T'TIEI:z 

APPROPRIATIONS 

lt2. N. CAMERON STREET (P.O. Box 714) 
WINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601 

TELUHONE: (703) 667-0990 

QCongrtss of tbt Wnittb ~tatttt 
~oust of 1\epre.sentatibe.S 

aasbington.ll.(t. 20515 

212-B PoST OI',.JCE BLDa. (P.O. Box 136) 
CHARL0'1TESVILLE, VIRGINIA 2.290% 

TELEPHONE: (804) 2!15-2106 

5 PosT OF,.ICI< BLDG. (P.O. Box 338) 
FREDERICKSBURG. VIRGINIA 22.401 

TELEPHONE: (703) 373-0536 

Philip vl. Buchen, Esquire 
Counsel to the President 
The \·lhi te House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Hr. Buchen: 

June 8, FJ76 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter I have sent to the President 
in regard to the judges!1ip vacancy in the Vlestern District of Virginia. 

As will be seen, I am commending to the consideration of the 
President Thomas J. "Hilson, Esquire, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, an 
attorney in private practice vlho formerly served as an Assistant U. s. 
Attorney for the Western District of Virginia and has served, as 
required, since 1965 as Bankruptcy Judge, or referee, for that district. 

In addition to the copies of local Bar Associations resolutions 
vrhich I sent to the President, I am enclosing, for your information, 
copies of other expressions I have received in his behalf. 

In particular, I should like to direct your attention to the 
recurring comments as to the need of a Judge residing in the northern 
area of this court's jurisdiction, in order to provide more convenient 
access for attorneys who navr often find it necessary to travel to 
Roanoke to present matters to the court. 

The Harrisonburg division of the court has not had a Judge on 
regular duty since the late Judge John Paul retired in 1958, although 
he continued to serve in the capacity of a senior Judge until his death 
in 1963. The docket in that division, I am informed, now is the heaviest 
it has been in many years. 

vlith kindest regards, I am 
~ :\'II , (,.; ···J 

Sincerely yours, 

J. Kenneth Robinson 

-..:·' 
t , 

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: D WINCHESTER D CHARLOTTESVILLE D FREDERICKSBURG 



Thomas J. Wilson, III 
805 Oak Hill Drive 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

May 21, 1976 

Born at Somerset, Orange County, Virginia, October 13, 1922, 
the son of the late State Senator and Mrs. Thos. J. Wilson, 
Jr., of Clifton Forge, Virginia. 

Graduated at age 19 from Virginia Military Institute in 1942. 
Cadet Commis.sioned Officer with Academic Distinction 3rd and 
4th years. R 0 T C Honor Graduate. 

1942 - 1946. u. s. Army Field Artillery Officer with 20 
months service in Europe - - 11 months combat duty as 
artillery fo~ward observer in·France, Belgium and Germany 
with 5 battle stars. Army reserve after war. Rank - Capt. 

University of Virginia Law School graduate in Februari, 1948. 

1947 - admitted to Virginia State Bar. 

Practiced law at Woodstock, Virginia, and Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, 1948 - 1953. 

Vice Chairman, 7th District Republican Committee, 1952-53. 

Assistant United States Attorney for the Western District of 
Virginia, 1953-58. 

1958 to date, practice of law at Harrisonburg, Virginia. 

1959 - Vice President, Virginia State Bar Association, Valley 
region. 

1962-63 - Chairman, 7th District Committee of the Virginia 
State Bar. 

1963 - President, Harrisonburg Bar Association. 

U. s. Bankruptcy Judge for the Western District of Virginia 
on a part-time basis, 1965 to date. 

Permanent member, Judicial Conference of the 4th Circuit Court 
of Appeals. 

Married to the former Margaret Brock of Harrisonburg. Four 
children, all of whom are in college. 



--

Thomas J. Wilson, III 
May 21, 1976 
Page -2-

Former Vestryman and Senior Warden, Emmanual Episcopal Church 
at Harrisonburg. 

Member, Virginia State Bar Association, Virginia State Bar, 
Masonic Order, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 



HATMAKER, DINSMORE S STABLES 

DAVID J. HATMAKER 

ROBERT G. DINSMORE, JR. 

WILLIAM L. STABLES, JR. 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

206 VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801 

May 26, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
418 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

My Dear Kenneth: 

TELEPHONE (703) 434-7306 

I am very sorry not to have had an opportunity 
to say hello to you Saturday at the convention, especially 
to thank you and Mr. Mathisen for your efforts on behalf 
of Bob Dinsmore regarding his appointment as an FHA attorney. 
That has notyet come through, but we expect it will. 

In any event, congratulations on your renomination. 
The Democrats' failure to oppose you is more eloquent than 
anything I could say. 

As you know, the judgeship for the Western District 
of Virginia is still under consideration. Please let -me 
express the high regard that I and so many of us at the local 
bar have for Tom Wilson. In the event that the President 
should see fit to withdraw his present nomination, I can 
think of no one better qualified for this bench than Tom. 

We badly need a judge in this part of the Western 
District. Presently, we see our federal judge only once 
every several weeks, and often, lawyers from Winchester, 
Front Royal, Woodstock, Luray and Charlottesville must travel 

, to Roanoke to be heard. This is a great burden on them and 
their clients. 

The case load in the Harrisonburg and Charlottesville 
Divisions comparesfavorably with that at Abingdon in the 
southern end of the District. I am told that as of May 6, 1976, 
the pending civil case load was: 



The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Page Two 
May 26, 1976 

Harrisonburg 
Charlottesville 
Total Northern 

Divisions 

Abingdon 

94 cases 
67 cases 

161 cases 

662 cases 

The seeming disparity is caused by the fact that an 
estimated 75% of Abingdon's civil cases are black lung cases. 
I understand these are now heard by a recently appointed full 
time magistrate who sits in Abingdon. Of the remaining civil 
cases in that Division, it is my understanding that a large 
proportion are social security disability appeals, which are 
heard by the District Judge on review only. 

Excluding black lung cases but including social 
security cases, the relative case loads are estimated at: 

Harrisonburg
Charlottesville 

Abingdon 

161 cases 
pending 

166 cases 
pending 

I would suggest the conclusion that the relative 
case load between here and Abingdon is about equal. Considering 
the additonal element of geography and distance, however, it 
is my belief that a judge who resides in our area should be 
appointed. 

I believe that the endorsements of bar associations 
in the northern part of the Western District could be obtained 
for Tom in a relatively short time. His friends have not yet 
done so because of the delicacy of this matter at the present. 

I write this letter both as an attorney and as newly
elected Harrisonburg City Republican Chairman. If you wish any 
further information which I can provide, please call on me. 

Sincerely yours, 

David J. Hatmaker 

DJH/nab 



~~ 
:k~lak J,ndh;:ff~ ~J~ 

~~fjj~ 
JkanLun/~&u:w ,/!/1//(l/ 

~t ~.91~256'6' 

May 24, 1976 

d.-~/7tJ:J 
~7'ufuq~ 885-1.?17 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
u. s. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

It is my understanding that Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III, 
of Harrisonburg, Virginia is being considered for nomination 
as United States District Judge for the Western District of 
Virginia and I certainly hope that you can assist in obtaining 
his nomination for this post. 

I have known Mr. Wilson since he entered practice and 
can recommend him most highly both from the standpoint of 
ability and character. He is a graduate of the Virginia 
Military Institute and the University of Virginia School of 
Law and has served as Assistant United States Attorney for 
the Western District of Virginia, and is presently a 
Bankruptcy Judge in this District. In addition to this, he 
was engaged in private practice in Harrisonburg for a number 
of years with marked success. Throughout his adult life he 
has been a loyal and dedicated member of the Republican 
Party. 

In addition to my interest in Mr. Wilson, himself, 
I feel that there is a crying need for a federal judge in 
Harrisonburg to serve our area of the Valley. There has not 
been one since Judge Paul retired and, in my opinion, this 
has resulted in a substantial burden and expense to the 
people and members of the bar in the entire northern portion 
of the Valley. 

Thanking you for any assistance that you can 
I am, 

Sincerely yours, 
_,// I 

// 1/ 
' / I 

I//,- _, ///~ 
"' ... ; . ~· t .- :· .. ,._. ~ . [.'. ~-- . I . 

W. B. Timberlake, Jr. 

WBT/thc 



ALLEN. DALTON AND WATKINS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

L. B. & B. BUILDING 

POST OF"F"ICE DRAWER 219 

CARTER R. ALLEN WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 22960 
R. TOMS DALTON, JR. 

G. WILLIAM WATKINS 

May 24~ 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Member of Congress 
House Office· Building 
Washington, D. C. 20513 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 943-1145 

Along with many other residents of the Western District of 
Virginia I am concerned about the vacancy in the United States 
District Court occasioned by the retirement of Judge Dalton 
and the failure of Senate confirmation of William B. Poff, 
who appears to me to be eminently qualified. 

Another concern has been that since the death of Judge Paul 
no Judge of the Western District hasJesided north of Roanoke 
in the Seventh Congressional District and the northern most 
portion of the Sixth Congressional District. 

Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, of Harrisonburg, is eminently 
qualified. He has served for some time as a Bankruptcy Judge. 
He has a judicial temperament; he has demonstrated ability and 
legal scholarship, and has a wide range of experience. 

I would hope that this letter might enlist your efforts in 
support of Thomas J. Wilson, III as a nominee for Senate con
firmation. 

CRA:kay 



LAW OFFICES 

LOGAN a LOGAN 

132-13<4 WEST COURT STREET 

WOODSTOCK, VIRGINIA ~~664 

TELEPHONE 41o5a-2121 

May 25, 1976 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
U. S. House of Representatives 
418 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Kenneth: 

It was nice talking with you in Stafford last Saturday. 
We in the 7th., District are very fortunate in having a 
Congressman of your ability and dedication to represent us. 

I spoke with you on Saturday concerning the vacancy 
existing on the Federal Bench in the Western District of 
Virginia, suggesting to you the name of Thomas J. Wilson. 
We, in this area, would like to see a Judge named who would 
be from our general area. It is my opinion that the Honorable 
Thomas J. Wilson, of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is emminently 
qualified to serve on the Federal Bench as a District Judge. 

I have known Tom from the time he finished Law School. 
As a matter of fact, he started his practice in Woodstock, 
Virginia, with me, and I have kept in rather close touch with 
him since that time. 

I would be pleased, if at the appropriate time, you 
would feel justified to suggest his name for appointment to 
the vacancy which now exists. 

With best wishes. 

Sincerely, 

LOGAN & LOGAN 

!ld~~ 
WILLIAM 1 LOGAN 

WHL:mls 

(' 

C\ 
~:·~· ~' 



ASSOCIATE 

W. DALE HOUFF 

JOHN M. SWETNAM 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW 

LURAY 1 VIRGINIA 

226315 

May 27, 1976. 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
United States House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 743·4SII 

I am writing to request your consideration of The 
Honorable Thomas J. Wilson, Bankruptcy Judge, of Harrisonburg, 
Virginia, for the nomination and appointment as Federal 
District Judge for the Western District of Virginia. 

I might state that in my opinion Judge Wilson is 
eminently qualified from both his legal training and background, 
and I do not hesitate in any way to strongly urge his 
consideration and your support. 

I would also like to point out that this section of 
Virginia has not had a Federal Judge since the death of The 
Honorable John Paul some years ago. 

My associate, Mr. W. Dale Houff, is in accord with my 
views on this matter. 

Thanking you for your sincere consideration, I am 

JMS/sy 

Yours very truly, ~ 

£!:~~ -~<.-
JOHN M. SWETNAM 



LAw OFFICES 

LARRICK AND WHITE 
WINCHESTER, VIROINIA 22601 

..J. f'REDERICK LARRICK 

.JOSEPH W. WHITE 

3!5 EAST BOSCAWEN STREET P. 0. BOX 704 

TELEPHONE 

AREA CODE 703 

D.P. RABUN 

DANIEL ..J. PERRY May 28, 1976 
(Dictated May 27, 1976) 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Congressman, Seventh District 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Kenneth: 

I am writing this letter on behalf of Thomas J. 

eez ~;g~ 

Wilson, and I hope that you will consider him when the 
time comes to appoint a district judge for the Western 
District of Virginia. If my recollection serves me cor
rectly, I do not believe the area from Winchester to 
Harrisonburg has had a judge since the late Judge John 
Paul. 

I have known Tom Wilson since approximately 1942. 
We went to V.M.I. together and were very good friends. 
To my knowledge he was a good student. After some five 
years during World War II, I entered the Law School 
and he was also a student at the Law School, and of course, 
our friendship continued. 

I know Tom's wife and am familiar with his family 
background. He comes from a very good family in Clifton 
Forge, Virginia. He has served as Assistant United States 
District Attorney for four years and during that period of 
time carried a substantial part of the workload. I do not 
know when he first became Referee in Bankruptcy but I have 
been dealing with him for quite a number of years and 
I have found him to be most courteous and efficient. 

I hope that you will give him your consideration. 

;;;J)y, 
J. Frederick Larrick 

JFL/ah 



I. RANDoLPH DOVEL 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 

102 N. HAWKSBILL STREET 

LURAY, VIRGINIA 2283~ 

TELEPHONE 74.8-~028 

Hay 26, 1976 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson, M. c. 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Kenneth: 

Our mutual friends in Harrisonburg are hopeful 
that the President \vill appoint Tom l'lilson, Judge for 
the Western District of Virginia. It is obvious that 
Poff and Williams can not be and we are hopeful if 
the President will appoint Tom that Bill Scott will 
go along with it. 

As you have probably been told we need a Judge 
in the Northern part of the Western District and Tom 
Wilson would certainly be an excellent choice. 

I sincerely hope that you can do everything 
within your power to have the President appoint Tom at 
the earliest possible date. If we don't do this soon 
the appointment may be held up by the Senate until 
after the election. 

With kindest personal regards, I am 

IRD/meb 

Since:r;ely, 

!'_ l~ lt 
x~: ~~-- T 
~l{ L• 

I. Randolph Dovel 



LAW OFFICES 

LARGENT. ANDERSON. LARRICK AND GROVES 

P'LOlJRNOY L. LARGENT . .JR. 

JOliN Jl". ANDERMON 

J. RANDOLPJI LARRICK 

PIIILIP E. ORO\"JC8 

ERIC E. ADAMMON 

DA\'JD N. CRUMP . .JR. 

GRAICHEN BUILDING 

2!1 EAST BOSCAWEN STREET 

P. 0. BOX <l<l<l 

\VINCHESTER, VIRGINIA 22601 

TELEPHONJ&a 703-662.0321 

. May 26, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

Dear Kenneth: 

I understand from Bill Wharton and my 
partner, John Anderson, that there is now some 
question whether Poff or Glenn Williams can be 
appointed or will be available for the vacancy in 
the office of the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Virginia to succeed 
Judge Dalton. 

Apparently two or three weeks ago John 
was in Harrisonburg and was discussing the 
suitability of Tom Wilson for this vacancy. I 
believe at that time that John, Phil Stone and 
Bill Wharton all agreed that Tom would be an 
excellent selection for this position. 

John advised me that Bill Wharton 
called him this morning and stated that now 
may be the appropriate and exigent time to 
contact you concerning this matter. 

Thomas J. Wilson, III, is currently the 
Referee in Bankruptcy in Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
He was born in 1922 and admitted to the Bar in 
1947. Tom graduated from Virginia Military 
Institute and received his law degree from the 
University of Virginia. 

I believe that for approximately four 
years he was in the Office of the United States 
District Attorney for the Western District where 

FRONT ROYAL OFFICE 

COURT 110\lMit HQUAHE 

P. 0. BOX 848 

FRONT ROYAL. VA.. ttttUO 

TICLEPJIONJC, 70B-GS5-3JIU 

,.<· ' · •.. ~· \ 

c:' 

he 



The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
Page 2 
May 26, 1976 

served diligently and with distinction. Tom was in 
law school at Virginia at the time my partner, 
John Anderson, was. 

For the past 28 or 29 years, Randolph, John 
and I have had considerable opportunity to observe 
Torn Wilson's conduct and performance as an 
Assistant United States Attorney, as a lawyer in private 
practice, and as a Referee in Bankruptcy. All three 
of us strongly feel that Torn Wilson would be an 
excellent judge; that he has the capability to perform 
the duties of the office; and that he would serve with 
courtesy, dignity and with the highest degree of 
legal aptitude. 

In addition to our personal knowledge and 
endorsement of Torn Wilson, I think that it should be 
carefully considered that we in the Harrisonburg 
District of this eourt have not had a resident 
(Harrisonburg) judge since Judge Paul. As you 
know, both Judge Turk and Judge Dalton reside in 
the Southwest and must travel to Harrisonburg and 
Charlottesville to conduct the business of the 
district at those two courts. I believe that you 
will find the lawyers in Harrisonburg, Winchester, 
Front Royal and Charlottesville very much in favor of 
having a judge resident of the City of Harrisonburg. 

I would greatly appreciate it if you would 
consider my position and that of my partners in 
this matter, an~ if at all possible, advise me of the 
current status of those being considered for this 
judge vacancy. 

jc 



NORVELL A. LAPSLEY 

JACK F. DEPOY 

DAVID I. WALSH 

LAWRENCE D. BowERS, JR. 

LAW OFFICES OF 

LAPSLEY AND DEPOY 

VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801 

June 3, 1976 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 434-6741 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
United States House of Representatives 
418 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

RE: Appointment of Federal Judgeship for 
West~rn District of Virginia 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

I would appreciate your consideration of Thomas 
J. Wilson, III, Esquire, member of the Harrisonburg
Rockingham County bar, for the above mentioned appoint
ment. Since Tom's name has been frequently mentioned in 
regard to this matter, I am confident that you are aware 
of his fine reputation in our community, both as a 
citizen and as an attorney. In my opinion he is eminently 
qualified for the federal bench. 

Further, I believe that it would be wise to 
select an attorney from the Harrisonburg area to fill 
this vacancy. The case load in our Federal Court here 
in Harrisonburg certainly justifies having a judge who 
resides in the community and who can be responsive to 
the needs of the area served by the Court. 

I believe that I am correct when I say that 
none of the last three appointees to the Federal Court 
in the Western District have been from this area. There
fore, I and many members of our local bar feel that it is 
appropriate for the appointment of an attorney from our 
own area. This is particularly compelling when a man with 
the qualifications of Tom Wilson is available for the 
position. 

LDB/swm 

Sincerely, 

~~~.V/1 
Lawrence D. Bowers, Jr. 
Rockingham County 
Republican Party Chairman 



LAW OFFICES 

Me GuiRE, Woons & BATTLE 

P. 0. Box 1191 

COURT 50UARE BUILDING 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA 22902 

TELEPHONE (804) 977·2500 

June 2, 1976 

The Honorable ~ Kenneth Robinson 
Senate Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20510 

Dear Ken: 

Bill Wharton has asked that I write you concerning 

RICHMO~D, VIBOI~IA 0FFJCB 

Ross BuiLDING 

TELEPHONE (804) 644· 4131 

the candidacy of Mr. Thomas J. Wilson, III of Harrisonburg, 
Virginia for the post of United States District Judge for 
the Western District of Virginia. Bill has sent me Mr. 
Wilson's resume and it is certainly impressive. 

As you may know, there has been no federal judge in 
the Western District residing north of Roanoke since the 
retirement of the Honorable Thomas J. Michie. While the 
other judges have been more than accomodating in trying to 
adjust their schedules for the convenience of the bar in 
the northern part of the district, it is obviously a con
venience to the bar and the public for federal judges to 
live in different parts of the district. 

Bill Wharton, whom I respect tremendously, assures me 
that Mr. Wilson will make a fine judge and on that basis alone 
I would recommend his nomination. However, I also think it 
would be helpful to us to have a judge resident in the northern 
part of the district. 

With my personal regards as always, 

ERS, jr. /b 
Enclosure 
cc: W. W. Wharton, Esquire 

Yours sincerely, / .· , ~ ... ~I ·::<~ / / • / . . J/ / .'' /. . _ ... / . ... ,1 
//L~ .-9. t:'F'·} . . 

Edward R. Slaughter, Jr. 



LAW OFFICES 

JOHN F. EWELL 
FRONT ROYAL, VIRGINIA 

Formerly 
ATTORNEY FOR DiE COMMONWEALTI-1 COURT HOUSE 

WARREN COUNTY 
P. 0. BOX 1239 

June J, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. c. 

Dear Ken, 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE :~;~;!:~ 

I would like to express my support for Thomas J. Wilson, III 
to be nominated for the office of u. s. District Judge for the 
Western District of Virginia. I feel he is thoroughly competent 
and well able to fill the position and would be a credit to the 
office. His fairness and thorough grasp of legal issues is 
recognized by all who have observed him. His legal background 
and experience eminently qualify him for this office. 

I further feel' that it is only fair and equitable that this 
end of the District have a Judge more accessible than Roanoke for 
the proper practice of law in the area. The convenience and saving 
of time would be a great help to those in the northern part of the 
District. 

I am in hopes that you will be able to supp6rt his nomination. 

JFE/je 



FoRESMAN AND ELKINS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

HENRY J, FORESMAN 

ESTEL E. ELKINS, JR. 

Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
U. S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Congressman Robinson: 

LAW OFFICES 
6 E. WASHINGTON STREET 

LEXINOTON,VIHOINIA 
244~0 

703~463·7141 

4 June 1976 

I am writing for the purpose of urging you to recommend 
to the President of the United States that Thomas J. 
Wilson, III, Esquire, be nominated as U. S. District 
Judge for the Western District of Virginia. 

Tom and I have known each other for more than thirty-five 
years, as Tom was one year behind me at Virginia Military 
Institute. During the time that we were in the Corps of 
Cadets together, I was quite close to Tom, as we ate at 
the same table for three years, as well as being members 
of the same Company. 

During the intervening years, we have been associated 
together in a number of cases, and, of course, during 
Tom's tenure as Assistant U. S. Attorney for the Western 
District of Virginia, I was involved in a number of crimi
nal cases which Tom prosecuted. 

Since Tom's appointment as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, I have 
appeared before him on numerous occasions. 

Tom Wilson is a man of the highest integrity and possesses 
a most astute and penetrating legal mind. He has demon
strated his judicial temperament and fairness while occupy
ing the bench as U. S. Bankruptcy Judge, and I believe 
that Tom Wilson would be a truly outstanding member of 
the federal judiciary. 

Geographically, Tom's appointment would balance the 
Western District, as the Chief Judge and the only retired 
Judge of the Western District live in the Radford, Virginia, 
area. 



Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson Page 2 
4 June 1976 

In writing this letter, I have presumed upon the fact that 
we were formerly a part of the Seventh Congressional Dis
trict, and upon the fact that you have been so helpful in 
the past in connection with the Flood Control Project in 
Buena Vista. 

Incidentally, your son, Jim, might be interested in know
ing that Henry, Jr., graduated from VMI last month and 
will head to Fort Bragg next week for summer camp. All 
of us enjoyed Jim so much the summer he spent in Lexington. 

With kindest regards, I remain 

( 

HJF/cms 

Si' c.Lely 
I I 
.; I / 
I, . I i 
!; /;1~ 
{, I 1 i- .. 11

) 

enry;J. 
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June 2, 1976 

RESOLUTION OF RAPPAHANNOCK COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Upon motion of James W. Fletcher, seconded by George 

H. Davis, Jr., the following resolution was adopted: 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Rappahannock County Bar Asso-

ciation does hereby recommend Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire of 

Harrisonburg, Virginia, be appointed United States District 

Judge for the Western District of Virginia, by the President 

of the United States7 and, 

That the said Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, is a 

member in good standing with his local and state bar associa-

tions, is a competent member of the legal profession, is emi-

nently endowed with judicial countenance and integrity, and is 

highly qualified for an appointment to the bench. 



LAWRENCE H. HOOVER 

LAWRENCE H. HOOVER, JR. 

DAVID A. PENROD 

CHARLES S. McNULTY. m 

HOOVER 8 HOOVER 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

HARRISONBURG, VIRGINIA 22801 

306 VIRGINIA NATIONAL BANK. IUILDINC 

June 2, 1976 

The Honorable J . Kenneth Robinson 
The House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20515 

Dear Representative Robinson: 

AREA CODE 703 

TELEPHONE 433-2444 

Enclosed is a copy of a resolution recently passed by the 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Association of Virginia relative to the 
appointment of a Federal Judge for the Western District of Virginia. 
We respectfully request that you give this resolution your attention 
and consideration. 

DAP/nws 

Enclosure 

David A. Penrod, Secretary 
Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar 

Association 



WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for a judgeship in the 

Western District of Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, said judgeship should be filled as soon as 

possible to prevent further overloading of said court; and 

WHEREAS, no judge of said District is resident in the 

northern part thereof; and 

WHEREAS, a judge is badly needed in the northern part 

of the District to expedite the handling of cases and to eliminate 

long and expensive travel for lawyers and clients; and 

WHEREAS, Glen William's name has been proposed by 

Senator William L. Scott, but it appears that the President of 

the United States does not wish to forward his name to the 

Senate; and 

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, a lawyer now 

serving as Bankruptcy Judge and resident in Harrisonburg, is 

emminently qualified in every way to assume this judgeship; now 

therefore be it 

RESOLVED that the Harrisonburg-Rockingham Bar Associa

tion does this ~~day of June, 1976 wholeheartedly and unani

mously endorse Thomas J. Wilson, III, for said judgeship and most 

respectfully urges the President to nominate him at the earliest 

possible time. Be it further RESOLVED that a copy of this 

resolution be forthwith sent to the President, to Senators 

Scott and Harry F. Byrd, Jr., to Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson 

and to the Attorney General of the United States. 



At a called meeting of the Page County Bar Association held at the 

Courthouse at Luray, Virginia., at 4:00 p.m. on June 2., 1976., on motion of 

Attorney A. E. Hackley., seconded by Attorney' John M. Swetnam., 

the following Resolution was unanimously adopted by the members of the Bar. 

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Page County Bar Association endorse 

Honorable Thomas J. Wilson., III., of 805 Oak Hill Drive., Harrisonburg., 

Virginia., for appointment to the vacant Judgeship of the Federal Court for 

the Western District of Virginia, the members of this Bar being fully 

acquainted with the excellent qualifications of Thomas J. Wilson., III., Esquire., 

both professionally and personally., for this most important position. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded 

to The Honorable Edward H. Levi., The Attorney General of the United States., 

The Honorable William L. Scott., Senator from Virginia, and The Honorable 

J. Kenneth Robinson., Congressman from the Seventh District of Virginia. 

with our urgent request that they approve and support this appointment. 

Respectfully submitted this 2nd day of June, 1976. 

1 
I 

·7·Pr sident Page County Bar As 

~ . ~ q,__:_. ~~"'~ c_ ~--· :z 
~Secretary Page County Bar Association 

"·· .. ; 



WAYNESBORO BAR ASSOCIATION 

POST OFFICE BOX 1140 e WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA 225180 

June 3, 1976 

The Honorable J. Kenneth Robinson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 205~5 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

I am enclosing herewith a resolution adopted by 
the Waynesboro Bar Association in regard to the nomination and 
election of Thomas J. Wilson, III, as Judge of the United States 
District Court for the Western District of Virginia. 

HJF /eak 

Encl. 

Yours very tru]Y~? 
--------, . .· -

---------- ,. <~- ;? ' 

/~ 
Hume~i. Franklin 
President of the Waynesboro Bar 
Association 



RESOLUTION OF THE BAR ASSOCIATION 
OF THE CITY OF WAYNESBORO, VIRGINIA, 
ADOPTED JUNE 2, 1976 

The following Resolution duly adopted by the Bar Associa-

tion of the City of Waynesboro~ Virginia, on June 2, 1976, was 

directed to be mailed forthwith to The Honorable Edward H. Levi, 

Attorney General of the United States; The Honorable William Lloyd 

Scott, United States Senator from Virginia; and The Honorable 

J. Kenneth Robinson, Member of the House of Representatives from 

the Seventh District of Virginia. 

RESOLVED: That the nomination and election of Thomas J. 

Wilson, III, Esquire, 805 Oak Hill Drive, Harrisonburg, Virginia, 

as Judge of the United States District Court for the Western District 

of Virginia, be urged upon the addresses hereof for the reasons 

following: 

(1) That he is eminently qualified by birth, education, and 

national military service. 

(2) That he has practiced law with success since 1947, 
l, 

having served as Chairman of the Seventh District Virginia State Bar 

Association, and as Regional Vice-President of the Virginia State 

Bar Association. 

(3) That he has been Assistant United States Attorney for 

the Western District of Virginia. 

(4) That he has been United States Bankruptcy Judge for 

the Western District of ·virginia, and a permanent member of the 

Judicial Conference of the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

(5) That he is· a churchman and former Senior Warden, 

married, with four children. 

(6) That he is of a judicial temperament, evidencing scholar-

ship and a devotion to the principles of the Rule of Law as a way 

of life for free people. 

Respectfully, ~ ~ . 

7?~~~ 
Humes J. Fl'l ~n; 
President of the Bar Association 
of the City of Waynesboro, Virginia 



10:00 

• 

Wednesday 9/8/76 

Paul Manaforte had asked for a copy 
of Glen Williams' bio --we have 
xeroxed a copy for them. 

~~~~~ 
v~ ~9hJ££; ........ ___ 

?-- -u.-~ 

' . 

.. 

• 



Wednesday 9/8/76 

3:22 Trudy called to say the President 
has signed the nomination for 
Glen Williams for the Virginia judgeship. 

Do you want to call Sen. William Scott? ~ 

And Congressman Dan Daniel? 

Anyone else? 



Wednesday 9/8/76 

2:50 Trudy said the package is still with 
the President -- he has not yet acted 
on the Virginia judgeship. 

She will call us when she gets something 
back. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 3, 1976 

fvlEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: PHILIP W. BUCHEN{( 

Chief Judge Turk and Judge Ted Dalton of the u. S. 
District Court of the Western District of Virginia 
called this morning and asked me to report to you 
that they find Glenn Williams to be much more 
qualified for appointment to fill the vacancy in 
that Court than they do Thomas Wilson. 

\ 
II 

These judges have previously asked to confer directly 
with you. I believed it was unnecessary and inappro
priate for you to meet with these judges but I did 
offer to pass their comments on to you in this 
fashion. 

cc: Douglas Bennett 
William Nicholson 

,y 
I~ ~. . ) 
' 

.J 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASI-iiNGTON 

September 3, 1976 

ADMINISTRAT YELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM F 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

The President reviewed your memorandum of September 2 
and approved the recommendation that he propose Tom Wilson 
to become the U.S. District Judge for the Western District 

·of Virginia. 

Jn addition, the following notation was made: 

"lipossible or necessary, set up meeting with 
Congressional members for Tuesday A.M." 

Please follow-up with appropriate action. 
' 

cc: Messrs. Jack Marsh 
Max Friedersdor£ 
Douglas Bennett 
Peter McPherson 

Jerry Jones 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 3, 1976 

ADMINISTRATIVELY CONFIDENTIAL 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

PHILIP W. BUCHEN 

JAMES E. CONNORa-e ~ 

Virginia Judgeship 

The President reviewed your memorandum of September 2 
and approved the recommendation that he propose Tom Wilson 
to become the U.S. District Judge for the Western District 
of Virginia. 

In addition, the following notation was made: 

"If possible or necessary, set up meeting with 
Congressional members for Tuesday A.M. " 

Please follow-up with appropriate action. 

cc: Messrs. Jack Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf 
Douglas Bennett 
Peter McPherson 

Jerry Jones 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

September 2, 1976 

MEHOR.l\NDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: PHILIP W. BUCHEN~ 
SUBJECT: Virginia Judgeships 

A meeting was held this afternoon among the 
following: Jack Harsh, Hax Friedersdorf, 
Douglas Bennett, Peter HcPherson and me. It 
is the considered recommendation of this group 
that you propose Tom Wilson to become the U. S. 
District Judge for the Western District of 
Virginia. 

It is desirable that your nomination be 
submitted on Tuesday, September 7, as soon as 
the Senate returns. 

cc: Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

APPROVE 

DISAPPROVE 

See Me 

Jack Marsh 
Max Friedersdorf 
Douglas Bennett 
Peter McPherson 
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~ilitary Service: 

:·:perien.ce: 
' 

T FiG ~vL:-..S J . Y/E_,S()~.,; ill 

US rf)~~-W~/);.._r"f£/a-. 
O cto b~ .- l3 , 1922 

Yirg Lcia 

:V..1arried 

1938-194?. 

19~6-1948 

1947 

1942-1946 

1946--1960 

1948 . 

1948-1953 

1953-1958 

195-3-1966 

1966 - Present 

1966 - Present 

Virgi..::ii.a :D.I.ilii:ary lcsti:b.:te 
B A {19 '' ?' • • - -=-) 

Un.iv~rsity of Virgjn~a L<:Lw School 
LL.B. (1948) 

Virginia. 

United States Army 
First Lieute.::za!lt. 

United States Army Reserves 
Captain. . 

.._ .... 

'William H. Loga.a, Attorney· 

Private Practice of La"v 

Assistant United States Attor.a.ey 
'y estern District of Virginia. 

Attorney at Law "vith Clarke~ ''Wilson 
a.nd Bradshaw (subsequent-ly .a~::ned 
.CJ.a.rk and \'filso.:t 

Private Practice of La~.v 

Refer~e in Bankruptcy,. Vfe3t~r.::L 
bistrict of. Virginia {part-ti:rne} 

805 Oa."-'. Hill Drive 
Harrisonburg, Virginia 

·R epublica:1 
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Tue•day 9/7/76 

11:30 Nancy Kennedy called to invite you to 
a meeting at 1:50 today (Tuesday 9/7) 
with the President and Sen. William Scott. 

(Sen. Scott refused to come to the meeting 
tomorrow.) 

The meeting at 9 a.m. tomorrow (Wednesday 9/8) 
is still on also. 

Meeting 
9/7/76 
1:50 p.m. 



I 

1m ScmroLtl 

ROM: 

Jack White, .l41aisd.atrat1Ye beiauat to leuto'l" Bill Seott of 
Vtraiaia, aar• that •• a reault of a J"cU.ciarJ Coal.lttee aeetiDI 
yaate~y, the lauator feela- there ia at111 a ehaRee to get 
cleaTe4 an appeiutee for the Veatern Diatrlcc of Vtrsfnta. 

1'be Stmator re,ueata tla.at ve c!o eYUythiq wa caa to expedite 
thu. I tole! White l vo~d pa.sa tht. aee•a• to yoe. Re 
1ndicate4 if we eoul4 tat VU..osa' a Dame up1 or taoma othe~ 
IUWdPM1 ft cou14 &at f.t throuaJa • 

'lhore ~ anothu utter in l'efereaee to th1e which I wou14 
lib to 4iaeu.as vitb )'OU at your eonYatd.eaee vhte.h ral.atu to 
the PraaideDt'a desire to sat the intereatad Con,reaa1ooa1 
partie& toaather to pueh ~is utter. 

ec• ~1.1 Bue."um 
tofu Pr1ed6radorf 
Doua len:'latt 
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Priday 8/13/76 

11:55 Judge Tyler called and I transferred the 
call to Jack Marsh. 

(Re President's request concerning Tom Wilson 
tor the Judqeahip in Virqinia) 



August 11 
THE WHITE HOUSE 

• WASHINGTON 

TO: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: 

_____ For Direct Re 

____ For Draft ae~t 

XX For Your Information 



_____, Jj 
\. M. CA~DWELL BUTLER if 

I ~' /'.~!STRICT. VORGINJj' {) v 'f,r 
• M&:MBPtt '4....<" r' 

COM~I:~::7~::0ICIARY\J~ C!Congrt55 of tbt 7Snittb ~tates 
SMALL. 'USINESS v ~ou.se of l\epre~tntatibes 
WASHINGTON 01'11'1CKJ 

109 CAN- HOUSE OFFICE BuiLDINII 

WASHINGTON. O.C. 20515 
(202) ZZ$-5431 

masbington, ~.«:. 20515 

·August 9, l976 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
Executive Office of the President 
The White House Office 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

111 FE!>DOAL BUII.DING AND PosT 01'1'1CE 

ZOO 5. WAYNE AVENIIC 
P.O. Box IOU 

WAYNESBORO. VIIOGINIA ZZ980 
(703) 942-7751 

(tNSTAUNTONDIAL ••a" ASIC P'Oit UI'I"W:"PflttSE73e) 

402 RIOIAAD H. fOonr FEDIDOA&. BwLDI
AND u.s. eou ........... 

210 W. F-uN ROAD 
P.O. Box 861 

ROANOKE, VIJOGINtA :U00S 
(703) 982-6200 

I am pleased to enclose a copy of the Resolution of the 
Pulaski County Bar Association endorsing Jackson L. Kiser 
for appointment as Judge of the United States District Court 
for the Western District of Virginia. 

I am pleased to pass this resolution on to you and to assure 
you that f'rom my observation and contact with Mr. Kiser he 
would make an excel.l.ent Federal Judge. If I may provide additional 
specific information, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Very truly yours, 

1-1. Caldwel.l. Butler 

Enclosure 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 



S• 

GILMER, SADLER, lNGRA.'I\I, SuTHERLAND & HUTroN 

HOWARD C. GILMI:II., .Ill. ( I110a·l875) 

ftOIIY K. SUTHI:RLAHD (111011·1·75) 

PHILIP' M. SADI.Dt 

ROBEin' J. INGRAM 

.lANES L HUlTON 

THOMAS .J. MC CAIITHY, .Ill. 

BYRON 11. SHANKMAN 

ROBERT L MORRISON, .Ill. 

L PETER KANE 

A.TTOJDo.'"ETS ~"D COUNSELLORS A.T LAW 

MIDTOWN PROFESSIONAL OFFICE BUILDING 

PULA.SKL VIRGINIA. 24301 

P. 0. BOX 878 

TELEPHONE 980·13150 

AREA CODE 703 

July 30, 1976 

The Honorable M. Caldwell Butler 
Representative, 6th Congressional District 
House Office Building 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

· Dear·Sir: 

BLACKSBURG OFFICE 

2.0. NORTH MAIN STREET 

BLACKSBURG, VIRGINIA Z40G0 

I', 0. BOX 1108 

TELEI'HONE 552·10al 

Enclosed please find a copy of the unanimous 

Resolution of the Pulaski County Bar Association 

endorsing Jackson L. Kiser, Esquire, for the vacancy 

created by the retirement of Judge Ted Dalton, of the 

U. S. District Court for the Western District of Virginia. 

Sincerely yours, 

PULASKI COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

4:n 

(~·"i::~'-, 
-r" "\ 

~··' l 
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RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, it is understood that The Honorable Ted Dalton, 

Judge of the u. S. District Court for the Western District of 

Virginia, has announced contemplated s·enior status, upon the appoint-

rnent of a successor; and 

· l~EREAS, it is understood that a vacancy therefore exists, 

or will exist in this district, for this Judgeship; 

NO"t'V, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by Pulaski County Bar 

Association, that its endorsement for a successor to Judge Dalton's 

bench be extended to Jackson L. Kiser, Esquire, of the Martinsvil-le 

Henry County Bar, in recognition of ~rr. Kiser's unique experience 

in trial matters, his excellent temperament and his keen gras:g;of 
~~.. .. ....... "'' 

legal issues in this day and time, all of which the unders.igned Bar 

Association believes to qualify him as the best candidate now 

available for this highly important judicial office. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that in order to make this resolution 

known, the Secretary of this Association be directed to extend copies 

of the same to The Honorable Gerald Ford, President of the United 

States, to The Honorable William L. Scott, Senator from Virginia, The 

Honorable Harry F. Byrd, Jr., Senator from Virginia, to The Honorable 

l-1. Caldwell Butler, Representative from Virginia's 6th Congressional 

District, The Honorable William C. Wampler, Representative from 

Virginia's 9th Congressional District, The Honorable Edward H. Levi, 

Attorney General for the United States, The Editor of "The Roanoke 

Times", The Editor of "The Southwest Times" and to Mr. Jackson L. 

Kiser, Esquire. 

WITNESS our hands and seals this the 20th day of July, 1976. 

PULASKI COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 

Secretary 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

•rt .l ' I T~ ••o •s -
I • 

August 9, 1976 

DOUG BENNETT 

ED SCHMULTS~~) 
Virginia Judgeship 

Congressman Caldwel~ Butler called me today to say 
that he had heard Wilson (and possibly Davis) was 
running into some ABA rating problems . Butler said 
that if this were true he was afraid that the 
Department of Justice might drag its feet and the 
President would miss an opportunity for an early 
confirmation. Butler recommended the name of 
Jack Kizer, from Martinsville, Virginia, which is 
in Congressman Daniel's district . Butler said that 
Kizer i .s a first class lawyer. 

cc: Phil Buchen 



August 10 

TO: 

FROM: 

XX 

-----

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

JOHN 

Pleaso Advise 



.. .. 
~· M. CALDWELL BUTLER \ ~ ' Z' DISTRICT, VIRGINIA 

/ MEMBER~ 
COMMITTEE ON THE .JUDICIARY 

COMMITTEE ON ~ . . ' 
SMALL BUSINESS ~ ,.~.:-· 

I_ 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: .) (•';-' 

:.-·', 
J DISTAJC"t ~CD: 

313 U.S. PosT OJO'"!OICIE AHO CoultTHousE 
BuiLDING 

900 CHURCH s-n.u:t 
LYNCHsuFtG. VIRGtNtA 24505 

(804) 845-1378 

111 FEDERAL BuiLDING AHO PosT OFFICE 
200 S. WAYNI!. AIIDIUIE 

P.O. Box 1045 
WAYNESBORO, VII,GINIA 22980 

(703) 942-7758 109 CANNON HOUSE OFFICE Buii.QiNG 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 

<!Congrt~s of tbt ielniteb ~tates 
1!]ouse of l\eprestntatibes 
Ea~ington, 13.<£. 20515 (IN STAlJN1'0N DIAl.. uo•• ASK FOR ~RPRISE 758) 

(202) ZZS-5431 

Honorable Gerald R. Ford 
Executive Office of the President 
The White House Office 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

August 4, 1976 

402 RICHARD H. _.,.. FED ... AL BuiWING 
AND U.S. COUJrntouaC 
210W. F.....-uNROAD 

P.O. Box865 
R~E, VIRGINIA 24005 

(703) 98z.6ZOO 

I a.m pleased to enclose a c_smy of the Montgomery-Radford-Floyd 
Bar Association's endorsement of the Honorable B. A. Davis, III, 
of Rocky Mount, Virginia, for appointment as Judgec>fthe 
United States District Court for the Western District of Virginia. 

I am pleased to pass this endorsement on to you and to assure you 
that from my observation and contact with Mr:·. Davis he would make 
an excellent Federal Judge. If I may provide additional specific 
information, please do not hesitate to let me know. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

M.~Butler 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE WITH RECYCLED FIBERS 



DEVORE & GRUBBS 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

COURTHOUSE SQUARE 
P. 0. BOX 389 

CHRISTIANSBURG, VIRGINIA 24073 
AREA CODE 70S 

TELEPHONE { 
382"4~ 11 
3S2·41UZ 

KENNETH I. DEVORE 
RAY W. GRUBBS 

R. Keith Neely, 
Associate 

July 26 , 197t1 

The Honorable Gerald F. Ford 
President 
White House 
Wa•hiagton, D. C. 20000 

The Hoaorable Willi&~ C. Wa~pler 
House of ~epreaentatives 
Waahiagtoo. D. c. 20510 

The Honorable Barry F. Byrd, Jr. 
Uaited States Seaate 
W.ahingtoo, D. C. 20510 

Geatle'!lea: 

The Honorable Willia~ L. Sco 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. c. 20510 

The Honorable M. C8ldwel1 But: 
Rouse of &epreaea~tives 
washington, D. c. 20510 

Aa Secretary of the Moatgo~ry-&adford-Floyd 
Bar As•oeiation of the Twenty-Seventh Judicial Circuit 
of Virgioia, it ia with pleuure that I announce that 
this Bar A.Jaaocution endorses the Hoaorab1e B. A. Davis~ 
III, of &oc:k.y Mount, Virgiaia, for the federal J'udgeahip 
in the We•tern District of Virginia. 

Resp&ctfully yours, 

UN: jc 
ee: Warren C. Lineberry • Esquire 

. 
'" 

,!,fti 0~ ~ 
• U4t l ~ .. \.. 



Thuraday 8/5/76 

1:45 Mr. Marah wanted you to know that 
Ray Edwards, a Delegate from 
Martinsville, Vir9inia, would like to 
chat with you about a auqqeation he 
has for the Vir9inia Judqeahip. 

Mr. Edwards will be calling. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Thursday 8/5/76 
1:45 p.m. 

Message from Jack Marsh 

Ray Edwards, a Delegate from 
Martinsville, Virginia, would 
like to chat with Mr. B. re 
a name suggestion he has for 
the Virginia Judgeship. When 
Mr. Edwards calls that is what 
he will be wanting to discuss. 

-



5:50 

t'72dnesday 8/4/76 

Jack Marsh said heis going over to the 
reception for delegates from Virginia. 
One of the delegates would like to stop 
by and talk to you about the vacancy 
in the Western District of Virginia -
a very able person named Miller ----
Senator Nathan Miller. 

Mr. Marsh would appreciate it if you 
would talk with him for a few minutes. 
He will be back from the reception by 
6:30 or 6:45 and will come up. 

Heating 
8/4/76 
6 : 3 0 r1r 6 : ·~ 5 

·",,.. ' -~- ;, i) ;\ 
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MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 16, 1976 

THE HONORABLE HAROLD TYLER 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Judgeship for the Western 
District of Virginia 

Attached is a copy of the endorsement signed 
by various attorneys of the Carroll County 
Bar in support of Jackson L. Kiser for the 
above appointment . 

. t?i;.rg 
Ph;{i~ W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

Attachment 

cc: Mr. Douglas Bennett 

L 



TBLBPBONE 

ABBA Cons 703 

728-2241 

GEORGE B. CooLEY 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

HILLSVILLE, VIRGINIA 24343 

Honorable Phillip Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
General Counsels Office 
White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

July 12, 1976 

I am herewith enclosing an endorsement and recommendation 
that Jackson L. Kiser of Martinsville, Virginia, be appointed 
as Federal District Judge for the Western District of Virginia 
to fill the vacancy now existing, and shall appreciate your 
utmost attention. 

YJurs very truly, 

P-<Y'ltJ e. G. ~IA4-
George B. Cooley ~ 

GBC:awm 

Enclosure 



HONORABLE PRESIDENT GERALD FORD 

ATTENTION: MR. PHILLIP BUCHEN 
COUNSEL TO THE PRESIDENT 
GENERAL COUNSELS OFFICE 
WHITE HOUSE 
1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

We, the undersigned lawyers and members of the Carroll 

County Bar, do endorse and recommend to you that you appoint 

Jackson L. Kiser of Martinsville, Virginia, as Federal District 

Judge for the Western District of Virginia, to fill the vacancy 

now existing. 

Given under our hands this 9th day of July, 1976. 

cc: Honorable Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 
Honorable William L. Scott 
Honorable William C. Wampler 
Honorable W. C. Daniel 
Honorable M. Caldwell Butler 

~ .5.3_£. Address 

,Jl;d/~ #{ .:</3f?3 
I?Xfl., 1~. fl.3.iiJ~t.l" 

illsv lle 
ire-in a 



MEMORANDUM FOR 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 12, 1976 

~ 
. . u"' 7 /j. 

J \ ( 
l "'\ "')' 

· .lt:1) .· \v'~ , 
0 \ I__. \J 
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THE HONORABLE HAROLD TYLER 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Nomination for Judgeship 
Western District of virginia 

Attached for your information is correspondence 
from Martinsville-Henry County Bar Association 
endorsing Jackson L. Kiser for the above 
position. 

~1 w.0 . I' • 

Phi ip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

Attachment 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 12, 1976_ 

Dear Mr. Young: 

Many thanks for sending me a copy of the 
resolution passed by the Martinsville-Henry 
County Bar Association endorsing Jackson L. 
Kiser for appointment to the vacancy in the 
Western District of Virginia. 

The initial review of perspective nominees 
for judgeships is conducted at the Department 
of Justice, which then makes it recommendations 
to the President. I am therefore sending a 
copy ·of your resolution to Deputy Attorney 
General Tyler at the Department of Justice, 
where it will be given prompt attention. · 

Thank you very much for your interest. 

Phili W. Buchen 

?rl~·:cere~~ 
Couns 1 to the President 

Mr. R. Reed Young, III 
Secretary 
Martinsville-Henry County 

Bar Association 
Post Office Box 2 
Martinsville, Virginia 

• 

• 



~He-Henry County Bar Association. 
'OST OFFICE Box 2 

IARTINSVILLE, ViRGINIA 

4112 

July 2, 1976 

Philip Buchen, Esquire 
Counsel to The President 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, b. C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

It is our understanding 
that you are the proper person to whom information 
pertaining to appointments of Federal Judges is to 
be sent. Accordingly, on behalf of the Martinsville
Henry County Bar Association I enclose herewith a 
Resolution unanimously endorsing Jackson L. Kiser 
for the appointment to a vacancy in the Western 
District of Virginia. 

I would appreciate your 
bringing this to the attention of the President. 

RRY III/d 

Enclosure 

Very truly yours, 

MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY 
BAR ASSOCIATION 

-/2~ 
Secretary 

• 

. ·~:(;~"-, 
. ~~\ 



M~arC ~viHe-Henry County 

A
~~ Qc r~:': Box 2 -- :..,. ) ARTINSVILLE, VIRGINIA 

Bar Association 

-. . 
24112 

July 2, 1976 

The Martinsville-Henry County Bar Association, in 
a called meeting at which a quorum·was present, unanimously 
adopted the following resolution: 

RESOLVED that said Bar Association, .in a "meeting 
assembled after due deliberation, unanimously recommended 
JACKSON L. KISER, of Martinsville, Virginia, to be appointed 
United States District Judge for the Western District of· 
Virginia to fill a vacancy created by the· retirement of 
United States District Judge Ted Dalton, of Radford, 
Virginia. 

In making this recommendation to the President of 
the United States, the Bar Association respectfull1 advises 
the President as follows: 

Jackson L. Kiser was born at Welch, West Virginia, 
June 24, 1929. He attended public schools in Virginia and 
West Virginia. He received B. A. degree from Concord Coll'ege, 
Athens, West Virginia, in 1951, and ,J. D. degree from Washing
ton & Lee University, Lexington, Virginia, 1952. He graduated 
Magna cum Laude from Law School, ranking third in a class pf 
approximately sixty. He was a member of the Order of the'coif 
and on the Student Editorial Board of the Washington & Lee 
Law Review. 

Upon graduation from Law School, he entered the 
United States Army as a First Lieutenant in the Judge Advocate 
Generals Corps. After completing the hasic JAG school course 
in Charlottesville, he was assigned to the Defense Appellate 
Division in Washington, D. C. His duties were to handle on 
appeal general courts martial. This consisted of briefing 
and arguing cases before Army Boards of Review and the United 
States Court of Military Appeals. During his tenure, he 
handled approximately 750 appeals. He was honorably discharged 
from active duty on February 28, 1955. 

Upon his release from the Army, he actively en~aged 
-in private practice in his own law office in Galax, Virginia, 
where his practice was general, including both criminal and 
civil matters. 

In March, 1958, he was appointed an Assistant United 
States Attorney for the Western District of Virginia. H~ was 
a trial attorney and during his three-year tenure in that 0 ~'·o 

:;'; 

'-



.· ~ .- ll.de-Henry County Bar Assor:iation 
··7cE Box 2 

.,~,'· ' 

. .<TINSVI.LLE, VIRGINIA 

24112 

office the trial work for the office was handled primarily 
by one other assistant and Mr. Kiser. 

On the 1st of March, 1961, he resigned from the 
u. S. Attorney's office and came to.Martinsville, Virginia, 
to practice law, where after a. short stay, his present la\v 
partner, R. R. Young, Jr., Douglas K. Frith and Mr, Kiser 
formed a law partnership. He is still engaged in the active 
practice of law with Mr. Young: however, the other members 
of the firm have changed from time to time. His practice 
is primarily trial oriented although they do a substantial 
amount of office type practice. In the fifteen years he 
has been practicing in Martinsville, he has handled numerous 
trials that have involved almost avery conceivable facet of 
the law. This would include serious criminal cases such as 
murder and robbery; major personal injury cases, both from 
the plaintiff and defense side; civil rights litigation and 
commercial litigation. In addition to trial work, he has 
had extensive experience before the Supreme Court of Virginia 
and the Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

He is admitted to practice before the United States 
Supreme Court, Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals, United States 
District Court, United States Court of Claims, United States 
Court of Military Appeals, Supreme Court of Virginia and all 
courts of record and inferior courts. He is a member of the 
American Bar Association, Virginia Bar Association, Virginia 
State Bar, Virginia Trial Lawyers Assn., and Martinsville
Henry County Bar Association (President 1966-1967). 

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Secretary of the Association 
forward the original of this resolution to The President of The 
United States, 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Washington, D. c., and 
a copy of the same to Senator Harry Flood Byrd, Jr., and to 
Senator William Scott, Senate Office Building, Washington, D. c. 

APPROVED: 

MARTINSVILLE-HENRY COUNTY 
BAR 1\SSOCIATION 

<:. 
' 

-2-



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 6, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: 

Following up on our conversation, 
ville, Virginia, indicating that the 1 c 1 bar there had endorsed 
for consideration for the Federal judgeship in the Western District 
of Virginia, Jack Keiser, an outstanding attorney in that community. 

I wanted to bring the name of this individual to your attention. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 24, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG BENNETT 

FROM: 
r<' 

PHIL BUCHEN). 

Attached are copies of various incoming letters 
supporting the nomination of Thomas J. Wilson, III 
to become the District Judge for the Western 
District of Virginia. 

Attachments 



June 15, 1976 

His Excellency 
The President of the United States 
The ;;Ihi te House 
~Jashington, D. C. 

At a meeting of the Highland County, Virginia Bar 
Association on this date it vms unanimously resolved 
that we support the candidacy of Honorable Thomas J. 
Uilson, III of Harrisonbu.rg, Virginia for appointment 
as a Federal District Judge for the -~'festern district of 
Virginia. 

This resolution is signed by all of the members of 
the Highland County Bar. / A\ .,./) 

~a(~ 
E. udley 7 

)~ 



Tno~L\.S .J. ·WILSON 

ATTOHXEY "\.T LAW 

I-IARRISOXBURG, YIRGINIA 22801 

203 VIRGINIA NATIOXl•L BANK BUILDING 

June 16, 1976 

The Honorable Phillip Buchen 
Counsel to th~ P~esident 

The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

AHEA CODF. 703 

TELEPHOXE 43-l-0702 

Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson has informed 
me th~t I may be considered by the President for 
appointment as Judge of the United States District 
Court for the Western District of Virginia. 

At his suggestion, I write to inform you 
th.at I would, of course, be available in the event 
o;l; appointment. 

Sincerely yours, 



KOSTEL, WATSON, CARSON & SNYDER 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

COVINGTON AND CLIFTON FORGE, VA. 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

P 0 D, '"()'•TOT 6:>r:; .. "·"~ .._}..-/ 

GEORGE: J. KOSTEL 

FLETCHER D. WATSON 

WILLIAM E. CARSON 

JAMES D. SNYDER 

DABNEY L. PASCO 
Clifton Forge, Virginia 24422 

June 16_, 1976 

The Honorable Philip Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
White House 
washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

COVINGTON OFFICE 

703 96S-3331 

CLIFTON FORGE OFFICE 

703 862-4293 

I herewith enclose a copy of a resolution endorsed by 
members of the Bars of the Cities of Clifton Forge and 
Covington, Virginia and Alleghany County, Virginia. I ask 
that you convey our endorsement of Thomas J. \Vilson III to 
the President at your earliest convenience. 

GJK/lkb 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

(}-'1(/-Y.~_:~ 
Uorge J. Kostel 

cc: vJilliam A. Julias, Esquire 



WHEREAS, the retirement of The Honorable Ted Dalton has 

created a vacancy and the need for a new judge in the Western 

District of Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, the ever-increasing case load indicates the 

immediate appointment of a judge to fill the said vacancy; and 

vlliEREAS, The Honorable James Turk, the other judge in the 

Western District of Virginia, is a resident of Southwest, 

Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, it is the feeling of the undersigned members or 

the Bars of the Cities of Clifton Forge and Covington, Virginia 

and Alleghany County, Virginia that the vacancy should be filled 

by the appointment of a judge in the area north of Roanoke; and 

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilson III is well qualified to fill 

the vacancy . 

NOVJ, THEREFORE,He, the undersigned members of the Bars 

of the Cities of Clifton Forge and Covington, Virginia and 

Alleghany County, Virginia, do hereby respectfully endorse 

Thomas J. Wilson III to fill the vacancy created by the retire

ment of The Honorable Ted Dalton and further hereby respectfully 

urge the President of the United States to nominate Thomas J. 
lj 

~lson III to fill said vacancy. 



JN:J( MARSH ~ 
J»HrL UCHBN ' 

MAX FlUBDBMDOU' 

s .. WJ: Bill loot:.~ ca-VAJ hM been uviMd ta.at t.M 
Pna14en bluau • acail'l&h ~ WU.., of 
Virginia, foz a •e&anl 1~P· 

a.pnaatat&ift en aablaaOA (R-VA) IM• alH "- el'ftaed 
of tM pntliag suw!aad.oa. 

Ed leblal~ acl Kea LUU'U ha'le beeft ~ _, t:he 
...... ,_ of expedi ti.Dg eb.l• DOIIlaadoa. 

co: Doug Beane~t 
Ed S~ltll 
KG LUUWI 



.J. KENNETH ROBINSON 
7TH DISTIIJCT, VutGINIA 

COMMI1TI!E: 

APPROPRIATIONS CCongrtss of tbt teltdttb ~tatts 
j{Jou~t of l\tprt~tntatibt~ 

Edf)ington, •.t:. 20515 

Philip W. Buchen, Esq. 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

June 15, 1976 

OP'P'ICES IN THR 7TH DISTRICT: 

Ill N . CAMERON STREKT(P.O. Box71 .. ) 
WINCHIESnR, VIRGINIA Zl601 

TID..I:PHONII: (703) 667-0990 

ZIZ..B PosT OFFICE BLDG. (P.O. Box 136) 
CHARI..OTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA ZZ902 

TIIL.EPHOHit: (eo.t) Z95-Z I 06 

I PosT OFI'ICI!! BLDG. (P.O. Box 336) 
FRI!DaliCKSIIURG, VIRGINIA 2.1401 

Tl!:I.EPHONO:: (703) 373-0536 

I enclose, for your further information, a copy of an additional 
endorsement of Thomas J. Wilson, III, of Harrisonburg, Virginia for the 
vacancy on the United States District Court for the Western District of 
Virginia, this being the expression of the Shenandoah County (Va.) Bar 
Association. 

With every good wish, I am 

Enclosure 

PLEASE REPLY TO WASHINGTON UNLESS INDICATED: D WINCH,ESTER D CHARLOTTESVILLE D FREDERICKSBURG 



WHEREAS, a vacancy exists for a judgeship in the 

Western District of Virginia; and 

WHEREAS, said judgeship should be filled as soon as 

possible to prevent further overloading of said court; and 

WHEREAS, Thomas J. Wilson, III, Esquire, a lawyer 

now serving as Bankruptcy Judge. and resident in Harrisonburg, 

is emminently qualified in every way to assume this judgeship; 

now thereofre be it 

RESOLVED that the Shenandoah B~Association does this 

3rd day of June, 1976 unanimously endorse Thomas J. Wilson, III, 

for said judgeship and most respectfully urges the President 

to nominate him at the earliest possible time. Be it further 

RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forthwith sent to 

the President, to Senators William L. Scott and Harry F. Byrd, Jr. 

to Congressman J. Kenneth Robinson and to the Attorney General 

of the United States. 

{()"'/\-~ L fY__--t'lcL 
President 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

VV,ASHINGTON 

June 16, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: 

U. S. Marshal in the Western District I rgm1a, W. A. Quick, 
called yesterday to indicate the strong of Judge Dalton and 
Judge Turk that Judge Glen Williams be appointed to the judgeship. 

He understood there are several other names being suggested by 
Scott but he hoped in the consideration of the three names, the two 
new names and Williams, that the President would still select 
Williams. 

I told him I could not offer him any assurances of what the Presi
dent was going to do and he understood. 

· . ., 



I 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: June 14, 1976 

PHIL BUCHEN 

WILLIAM W. NICHOLSON 

R. V. McCoy, J~., P. O. Box 5T9, 
Clititwo6d 2 Vi~gitii~ 24228 

The attached is for your appropriate handling. 

Thank you. 

•··. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

WASHINGTON 

June 4, 1976 

~IL BUCHEN 
ED SCHMULTS 

In reference to the Virginia judgeshi mater, Congressman 
Dan Daniel called to mention the nam o an attorney for whom 
he has the highest regard, B. A. Davis. 

The Congressman would like him to be one of the names con
sidered in selecting a nominee for this post. 

Many thanks. 

cc: Max Friedersdorf 
Doug Bennett 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 4, 1976 

vfrL BUCHEN 
ED SCHMULTS 

Congressman Kenneth Robinson of th 7th Congressional District 
of Virginia indicated he would like to is ss with White House 
representatives an individual for cons1 ration as a nominee 
for the judgeship for the Western District of Virginia. 

I suggested that he call either Phil Buchen or Ed Schmults. 

cc: Max Friedersdorf 
Doug Bennett 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 15, 1976 

JACK MARSH 
_/PHIL BUCHEN 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF 

Virginia Judgeship 

Congressman Ken Robinson (R-Va.) contacted me today reference the 
vacant federal judgeship in Virginia. 

As you know, both Robinson and Senator Bill Scott (R-Va.) were notified 
last Friday, per the instructions of White House Personnel Office, that 
the President had decided not to submit the name of Glen Williams and 
instead would trefer a new recommendation that would have the unified 
support of the Congressional delegatfon. · 

Congressman Robinson indicated to me today that it was his understanding 
that Senator Scott had met with Tom Wilson of the 7th Congressional District 
and Monk Davis of the 4th Congressional District. 

It is Scott's intention, according to Robinson, to send the White House 
a letter this week indicating that if the President does not intend to nominate 
Glen Williams, Scott would support either Tom Wilson or Monk Davis for 
the position. 

Congressman Robinson believes that it is imperative the nomination be 
submitted very soon and he strongly recommends that it be Tom Wilson 
because Wilson is from the 7th Congressional District which comprises a 
greater portion of the judicial district where the vacancy exists, and Wilson 
·also is from a Republican Congressional district. 

cc: Doug Bennett 
"''~~;i.e{);."'>~ 
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MEHORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASC-JJNGTO~i 

March 19, 1976 

DOUGLAS BENNETT 

PHIL BUCHEN~ 
Senator Bill Scott called me on March 18 regarding 
the controversy over the President's nomination of 
a Judge for the Western District of Virginia. 

Scott,in a very unrestrained fashion,made these 
points: 

l. Candidate ~vampler is thoroughly qualified. 

2. Although the Senator is supporting Reagan, 
he is doing so only because he has not 
liked some of the Ford appointments. 

3. On the other hand, the Senator has been 
strongly supportive of the President in 
his votes on legislative matters. 

4. This kind of support for the President may 
disappear because, as the Senator put it, 
a fire plug can only take so much from 
passing dogs before it will start squirting 
back. 

5. The entire Senate will be supportive of Scott 
because all Senators want to pro-tect Senatorial 
privileges in regard to judicial appointments. 

I told the Senator that I would pass this information 
on to the other people concerned in the matter of this 
appointment. 
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THE WH!TE HOUSE 

WAS!--jiNGTON 

March 16, 1976 

Dear Mr. Sergent: 

My apologies for not being able to reach you by 
telephone, but I now appreciate your having set 
forth your thoughts on the subject of the vacancy 
in the United States District Court for the 
Western District of Virginia. 

As you may realize, we have had sharply conflicting 
views on this subject from people of Virginia who 
are concerned to have the matter resolved. Before 
a final decision is made, your views will be care
fully considered and I thank you very much for your 
interest. 

Mr. Birg E. Sergent 
P. 0. Box 426 

Sincerely, 

1]t~'J:~ 
Co~~~~~ to the President 

Pennington Gap, Virginia 24277 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W,-\SHINGTON 

March 15, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG BENNETT 

FROM: PHIL 
fl 

BUCHEN \. 

Attached is another letter on the Poff/Williarns 
issue in reference to the United States District 
Court for the Western District of Virginia. 

I leave it to you as to whether these views should 
be passed on to the President. 

Attachment 



TH!:.: WHITE HOuSE. 

WASH i NGTO.N 

March 12, 1976 

Dear Mr. Wolfe: 

Thank you for your letter regarding the matter 
of the judicial vacancy in the United States 
District Court for the Western District of 
Virginia. 

I appreciate your interest and concern in this 
matter, but as you must appreciate, we have 
had a variety of conflicting views on this 
issue from people whose Republican credentials 
are worthy of respect. We are trying to take 
into consideration all of these views before 
the President arrives at his choice for the 
nomination. 

Mr. Joseph E. Wolfe 
Box 636 
Jonesville, Virginia 

Sincerely, 

f?P.a~W~ 
Ph~~~- Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

u· 



THE WHITE HOUSE 1
·. cc--· 
t,· 

WASHINGTON 

February 28, 1976 

MEMORANDUM FOR: DOUG BENNETT 

~L BUCHifN ~ 
FROM: JACK MAR~~ 

Senator William Scott of Virginia sp 1. with me on the phone 
Thursday to vigorously urge the appti:tment of Glenn Williams 
to a judgeship. 

He stated Williams was an outstanding law student, a district 
attorney and was otherwise well qualified to fill this position. 
He asked me to relay this information which I am doing by this 
memo. 

He indicated if the President did not appoint Williams, he would 
like a meeting with the President before a final decision is made. 



MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

February 25, 1976 

DICK CHENEY 

MAX FRIEDERSDORF ;It!, 6 , 
Virginia Federal Judgeship 

Both Senator Bill Scott and Congressman Bill Wampler request 
a meeting with the President jointly before a decision is 
reached on the Federal District Judge for the Eastern District 
of Virginia, involving their candidate Glen Williams and 
William Poff, who is strongly supported by Congressman 
Caldwell Butler. 

Scott \~ill, of course, block Poff and both Scott and Wampler 
are bringing heavy pressure to bear for Williams. 

I understand we are pretty well committed to go with Poff and 
if we hold to course, I'm not sure a meeting with Scott and 
Wampler should be approved. 

I need your guidance on this one. 

cc: Jack Marsh 
Phil Buchen 
Doug Bennett 
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