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August 30. 1974 

Doar Mr. ~ .. 1o.vor : 

Thlo ia in roply to your letter of r :ay 8, 1974, concernina a 
poaolblo exception to HUD'o crit£ "in \or funding Section 236 
projects . I c0rtninly rogrot tho ci~l::.y in :reapondine to your 
lci;ter . 

An a rec •lt of the ova.lua.tlons conducted by the Department of 
Hc...1sing end Uxoban Development, several subsidized housing 
programs, including Sor::tion 236._ VIOl.·e discontinued. Certain 
exceptions were permitted !or projects ialllng Into categories 
in which HUD had made apecifie program cornmibnenta. Those 
categorioa lnclul, d Operation Bl·cal:through, Proj ect Rehab 
and Urban ReneYJ, 1/Reloca.tion. The urban renewal category 
rcprcvcnted the need for rol lCat1on n.nd non•reloeation housing 
neceec :_ry to cloGo out urhm renewal proje .to in Fiec~l Years 
1973 c ::1 191'4. I have be".11 advised by officinls of HUD that the 
propo· '· you mer ::loncd does not !all into any of the dxcoptlon 
catcgQrics . 

IIUD of!icialo havo a.dvlocd, however, that a pooaibillty lor aueh 
n project m.o.y be ito ncwly•rovised Section 23 progro.m whict t can 
provide suboldy pnymente on behalf of lower-income peraon .• ~nd 
!amllioe . Tho Houoing and Comn1u;·1lty Dcvoloptnent Act of 1974, 
which hao just been signed, nmendo Section 23 (now Section 8} to 
allow devolopol"s undor certain clrcumotaneea to apply dhc\,;'ly 
to HUD. 

Until tho Department of liouolng and U::bnn Development 
promulzahs fuo t'(lqulrod ~c~cgubtioJ.li3a npplico.tlona £or subsidy 
m1.tst be a\.Jun.it,ed tht'0\1Bh State or locnl houoing authoritioo . I 
ouggost that you continue to work v:lth the Michigan State Housing 

~ fORt~ 
# ~-· (,... 

) ("' , 
-~1 

'\ 

Digitized from Box 19 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



---........... 

• 

Agency in o:-tploring tho 1 ooiblo uoo of tho Soctio~1 23 progra• :1. 

In addition, tho otafl r'I t!lo HUD Detroit Area Offico will bo 
plcaood to be o! e.ry 1 ;1 ible nsniotc.nco . 

Honornhlo Lyman s. Parke 
lvlayor of Grnnd Rapids 
Grand Rapids. Michigan 4950Z 

WEC:bw 

Slnceraly. 

Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the Pre.zldent 
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THE WHITE HousE 
WASHINGTON 

9/3/74 

S va 

Attached is a letter t o li.Aayor Parks 

for Mr. Buchen 1 s sign<,_ture. Wh e n, and 

if, signed would y ou please return the 

f ile copy to me indi c ating that it was 

s igned. Also, do y v u want me to provide 

you with a copy of cor re s --m d e ·1.ce that 

I prepar e for Mr. Buc hen s s i gnature. 

If s o, l e t me know a n 1111 be happy to 

p 1 ovide v. \ ate Ter you ne ~:o d. 

Thanks, 

Brenda 

L
,{··tu,,...,<~ 

~ . 
. 
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OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT 

EFtmnAL 

To: -Secretary, Departrnent of Housing and 
Urban DevelopnlC 1t 

Oat~: June 24, 197-l 

ACTION REQUESTED 

~ Draft reply for: 
__ __:,_x~x.::-x:..:·.::..:x Vice President's signature. 

Undersigned's signature. 

___ Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
rc,?ly. 

___ Direct reply. 

Furnish information copy. 

___ Suitable ·aclcno· ledgment or other 
appropriate hw1dling. 

Furnish copy of reply. if any. 

For your information. 

__ _ i'or comment. 

· REMAha.S: 

Description: 

XXX Letter: Telegram; Other: 
To: The Vice President 

1\0' ~. 

Dro pt a;tion is essential. 

If m ·n·e than 48 hours' delay is encountered, 
plea ;c telephone the undersigned immediately. 

Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply. m ' ,orcrndurn. or com.num t is re­
quested. 

L 
c--· :;..· 

C/) 

From: L yn>an S. Parks 
Date: "\1ay 8, 1974 

....., \_;! 1-l ... ) ::::0 
"'-' .:.J i 1""'!1 

Subject: Section 236 Subsidies rn '· ) .>< 
0 i Ti 

rn ... _. ) 

-< !'\.) -l 
rn (); 

~-

::;:-rn 

~
e:: • ., 
t.: J>. 
~ .:,:, 

'(___; 
-i .. 

--.1 
.,c:_ 

By direction of the Vice Presiden t 

~ cGLif 
WILLIA~ASSELMAN II 
Legal Counsel to the Vice President 

{ 
(Copy to remain with correspondence) 
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~~~ ~~ ~( +o 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMEN ' {* -~11°11L ) ~J Ill ~~ 
0)3_, ~ ... ~ 

WASH IN GTON, D. C. 20 -! 10 ;t 
OFFIC E OF THE S ECRETARY 

August 23, J9 74 

(\v ) 'N ")"' eEcee > O• 

\V0Yy 
\ 

MEMORANDUM FOR: .Villiam E. Casselman II 
The White House 

This j3 in re sponse t o your referral of June 24. Attached 
is a draft reply to the Honorable Lyman S . Parks, Mayor 
of Grand Rapids, Michigan . 

Regre~ ·:ably, we are u ·' ~ ble to resp ·1d favorably to Mayor 
P~rks reque s t for an xception to ur criteria for 
funding Section 236 proje ~ts. 

In view of the signific3nt changes that have taken p lace 
since you referred the Aayor's lette r to us, you may want 
to give further consideratio.1 as to who should sign the 
letter. It may or may not be appropriate for the President 
to sign the l e tter. Some alternatives are Secretary Lynn 
and Kenneth Co le, Assistant to the President for Domestic 
Affai -::- s. 

) 4 

{... !/ 
"\ • I ' .. . . \ 
Richard 

II j,.! ~J ---~ \ ; J ,/ \ /l/~ L. McG ..... aw cv- -v-

Executive Assi3tant 
' o the Secretary 

Enclosure 

.. -~· !j 
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D R A F ~ 

11r. 
Dear Mayor P-arks: 

" This i~ in reply to your letter of May 8 1974, concerning a 

possible ex eption to HUD's critoria for funding Section 236 

projects. I :ertainly regret ~he delay in responding to your 

l e ter. 

As a result of the evaluations conduct ed by the Department of 

Housing and Urban Development, several subsidized housing 

programs, including Section 236, were discontinued. Certain 

exceptions were permitted for projects falling into categories 

in which HUD had made pecific progralll commitments. Those cate-

gorics included Operation Breakthrough, Project Rehab and Urban 

Renewal/Relocation. The urban renewal category represented the 

need for relocation and non-relocation ho sing necessary to 

close out urban renewal proj e cts in Fiscal Years 1973 and 1974. 

I have been advised by officials of HUD that the proposal you 

mentioned does not fall into any of the exception categories. 

HUD officials have advised, however, that a possibility for such 

a project may be its newly-revised Section 23 program which can 

provide subsidy payments on behalf of lower-income persons and 

families . The Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, 

which has just b e en signed, amends Sect ion 23 (now Section 8) to 

allow developers under certain circumstances to apply directly 

to HUD . 1·-: <:~\ ... ::Jl 
~< 
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Until the Department of Housing a nd Urban Developmen t promulgates 

the required regulations, applications for subsidy must be sub-

mitted through Stat e or local housing authorities. I suggest 

that you continue t o wor k with the Michigan Sta t e Housing Agency 

in exploring the po s sib~ e use of the Section 23 program. In 

addition , the staff of t he HUD Detroit Area Office will be 

p leased to be of any possible assistance. 

\ ery si_ .cerely yours, 

I) . i) ' L\, 1 p 'vJ . ~ .... · ( r "f', 

C 0 0 f'l S c.\ ~ 0 r }..c. ? ( ( j { :/t/1 

Honorable Lyman s. Parks 
Mayor of Grand Rap ids 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 49502 

• 
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OrncE or- TH C MAYOR 

LYMAN S. PARKS 
\· ~ 

t t-­
l 

, .J 

May < , 1974 

Mr. Gerald R. Ford 
v_· c e Preside nt 
The United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Vice Presiden< 

~> 

The City of Grand Rapids is still working diligently 
to obtain 100 rental subsidy housing units under the 
Section 236 program from t he De partment of Housing and 
Urban Developme nt for our Model Village Project. 

Attached for y r,ur furt he r informat ion is a copy of a 
letter I recen t ly sent o Mr. Ge orge J. Vavoulis, HUD 
F.egional Administrator iP Chicabo, reque ~ ting his 
cooperation in allocat i g the housing un i ts required. 
I would appreciate very much your continued i nterest 
in this effort. You mi ght recall that we cor responded 
with you on this matter several mon t hs ago when you 
were House Minority Leader . We are still only asking 
for 100 subsidy units which isn't very many, I am sure 
you will agree. But obtaining that small nuL~er of 
units stands between success and failure in this project. 

We have always felt t l at HUD should make an exception 
to the moratorium in this case because so much progress 
had been made towl rd completion of the project when the 
moratorium on subsidized housing was imposed; a nd 
further, because the project lies within the Model Cities 
target area, where so many federal dollars have already 
been invested . 

An indication from your Office through proper HUD 

~v'-

channels in Washington, would, I am sure, be of considerable 
help in persuading Mr . Vavoulis to allocate the 100 subsidy 
units, if there are any surplus or unallocated units avail­
able within the Chicago Region . 

~· , .. ,{{/) 

)
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I L the event there are not, perhaps BUD-Washington, 

can identify 100 Se ction 236 subsidy units somewhere 

else that c ould be targeted for Grand Rapids' Mode l 

Village Project. 

I regret having to again seek yo '· r a s istanc e in this 

matter but I am sure you can apprec1 ate that with all 

of the financial inve stment the City, private donors 

and the State of Michigan ~ave already de in this 

pr· ject, that i t is imperat ive that it te brought to 

successful conclusion . 

Thanking you in advance for your continued interest and 

support , I remain . 

LSP:bjo 

Enclosure 
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/Qf"riCE Of" THE ~\AY O R 
LYMAN s . PARKS 

May 7, 1974 

Mr. George J. Vavoulis • 
Regional Administrator 
Region V 
Depar~ment of Housing & Urban Development 
300 So·1 th Hac 1 ,., r Drive 
Chicago , Illin i s 60606 

Dear Mr. Vavoulis: 

The City of Grand Rarids has need of relocati0n housing as 
a result of continuing urban r enewal ac .: iviti ~ s i n our c om­
munity. 

It has recently come to our attention that t he HUD Section 
236 housing subsidies allocated late last yea r we~ e to be 
used f or relocation housing needs generated oy federal 
programs. At this time we are askin8 your cooperation in 
the granting of 100 recaptured or sur:"u s Section 236 sub­
sidies provided under last year's releas e. Thes ~ subsidies 
would be applied in cooperation with the Michigan State 
Hous ing Development Authority at a s pecific project site 
located in the Model Cities t ~- 0 ~ t ar ea which has been 
c leared and is ready for redevelo pment. Financial re­
sources needed for clearance activities have been provided 
by the City, the State and private donors. HUD- Model Cities 
f unds have been used for reloca tion. 

The Michigan State Housing Development Authority is presently 
working with the City and the development sponsor selected by 
the City to assemble a workable package that will provide new 
housing opportunities in that area . Our City needs to in­
crease relocation resources in the central core to provide 
some degree of choice for those people who may prefer t o 
remain in the Center City area . 

~::'1·v 
:;.. . 
J t 
" . 

'.j~ ~~-f 
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Mr. George J. Vavouli ~ -2- May 7, 1974 

We are informed that the State Hous ing Authority would be 
able to cubmit a formal application for the subsidies if 
t hey wer _ available. I am, therefore , requesting the 
opportunity to meet wit~ you to discuss this matter and 
further seek your assistance . 

·Sincerely, 

L;man S. Parks 
MAYOR 

LSP:ch 

/ 



• 

September 6# 1974 

Dear Mr. J'ackaon: 

On behalf of :Ur. Philip Buche», 1 am reapCIIldiq 
to your letter of August 18. 

We have asked the D¢partznenta of Houain& and 
UrbaD Development an<l Health. Education. and 
Welfare to commeat on the ·iasu.a you raiaed. 

e will be ill tov.ch with you iD the ~ery near 
future to follow up oa your expressed concerns. 

Tb.a.Dk you. for taking the time tQ advise aa of ywr 
l.ntere sts. 

With our best wishee. 

Si.Dcerely, 

uley .s. Scott 
Special Assiatant 
to the President 

The Reveread Donald L. J .acks 011 

494 .Masten Avenue 
Buffalo. New York 1•209 

SSS:JCalhoun:hc 

b e e: H on . P hilip Buch e n ~ 

• 

() 



THE W HITE HOUSE 

WAS HI N GTON 

August 31, 1974 

To: . Stanley S. Scott 

Special Assistant to the President 

From: Philip w. Buchen/f?W.'f~. 
Counsel to the President 

Attached is a letter from 

Revo Donald L. Jackson. Would you 

please have the letter acknowledged and 

follow up on suggestions and requests as 

you deem appropriate • 

• 



T)c::ar Honora::,le Buchen: 

rufev. !:'onald T .... . 
4')4 n:::.sten ).verti..<C 

Jackson 

Buffalo, New York 14209 

,\ugus t 18, 1974 
Phone 716-342-0859 

! ma!~e the fo!loi1in:; sus;-cstion ~nd requests: 

1. To ~crnove all hold-over ~ernocrats, in H. ~ . w., Department 

cf Labor, Dept. pf CO!'lwercc, n. u . D ilnd fron other !~ey 

~l~ces in Govcrn~ent. 

~eplace the:;e 
Whit~ people. 

position::> ~tith Conservatives Blac!~ as 

3. T·:r re:;;ove or tr:::nsf~r r:r. Fr:=:n~~ Ccrabor!c, Buffalo Dircctox­

of Ur!it~d Stites Department of Housins and Urban ~cvelopment. 

~-!r. Cerabone, is " Rcpu~lic<~n, cveryt:.ing he gives to the Democrats. T:.•e $20 

Model Cities ~oncy was used only for those who arc rc~istered De~ocrats, no 

Republican ~:as ~llowed o.ny b~n~fits in the ~1odcl Cities I'rogr<.>::: . ~-:r. 

·. 

Cerabone ruled, that Model Cities ~oncy was the Mayors program, and the Mayor 

could run the progr:.m a.:; :1c desired. Mr. C;;r~bone wor!,.:; directly for the bencfi t 

of the De;~ocra ts in a 11 of l1i~ de a linbs. ~£.,. '!.1e Re~ional Director assured 

the com::1unity alu1ost t;;·o years ago ti-:.at ~-ir . Cerabone,woi.tld go, ho~·1ever Er 

Ccrabone i.:; still here. ;'lease remove this m~n, ":1d put a gocd Republican 

Con:;ervative in !:.is place ;;it;1o;lt delay, and before funds ari:ive in this area 

under the new housing Bill. 

4. R~:nove those persons held over fro::: the NL:on Admini3tration, t hai 

l1<ts gi·:en the Nixon administration bad advice. 

s. That ol:!. Provcrty Funds, he only give to communities , that has 

Bi-Partisian committee to handle the funds 9 and a l'rf!sidential 

Order, dircctins that 4Avee~-sf any coffiplaint of fraud or abuse 

of the fund3, the funds iJould be immediately frozen, pending the 

outco7:1c of the l!westigation. Presently wh-::•• cc;r.p1.aints are 1:-:ad.c 

of frz;ud, it takes ;t,l.;;;~s~_......alr.1o;.;t tllree years before an investi~z;tj 

is made, then all t!1e fi.Hfds h::we been spent. 

TI'mt tinder the Ni:~on ad::oini:;tration, all federnl ~rovcrty fun::!s for the poor, 

-;;~nt ci:ll}' to the D-=mocra ts, this has res•1l ted in changing 40% of the Black 

Republicans to :::>emocr=1ts. Buffalo, has abo1.1t 30-;:, Rcpllblicans and 70% 

~-e~.r- DeUJoc:-ats. There is onyy one Re;Jublica:-t elect.:d official in the 

City of Buffalo . I' d~dicatcd Conservative Attorney u.~rs ) Alfreda Slo;,ins16J 

Council>-:o~an-~t-Lar;;e ~:. :.~inorlty Leader. her address is City Jlall, !3uffa1.o, N. Y, 

1420" 
In the event you can do something for her to give her some publicity, it would 

be nice. 
• 
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I sug~es t that if Pres id2nt Ford, has not announced his choic~ for Vice 

.?re.side11t, by the ti::Je you rc:::d this letter, that ~l rs. Slo~ins1d, na1:1e 

~c ~ivcn to the press, 3s one that is bein; considered for such hi~h office. 

This wi l l hel~ he ~nd will not hurt her. 

~rcsently there ~rc 12 De~ocratic Councilmen and one R2publican. I ~onder 

if there is no Rcpublicons ~lected in Government, is it a lee;al [;overnraent, 

since there is suppose to be ::: two p:u:ty syste;:;. This situation c~::Jc :1bout 
bccc:.usc of the polieics of President Nixon and E.U.D. Buff41o Director, to nake 

sure everythin~ \llent to the De~ocrats. 

6. To put i"later.;3te behind this adr.:inistroticn, I sug;c.st that 

?resid~nt Ford, Gr~nt all- persons in Prisons ond these pendinJ trial and those 

under investi;ation ~residential Pardon, and dismiss Leon Jaworski, so this 

investigation will come to rest. I also su~ge~t that Lt. Calley, be ~~ss 

also included in this Pardon. along with a Prisoner from (A Black Prisoner) 

New York State, Pennsylvania, Illinois, knd C~ liforni~. 

Unless this is done Leon Jaworski, will control a han~er over President 

Ford's administration. 

I would like to be considered as one of the Directors of the Le~al Services 

Co~poration, or I would rather be appointed as watc~ ~og in New York State 

how the Federal Funds are being used. 

Let me point out to you the scheme that Cities are working especially here in 

Buffalo. The $20 Mill ion dollars of Model Cities money, every effort ''~as made 

to !'lake sure thef!e \135 no ir.tprovement of any kind >ias r.lade. Not one house t.'laS 

fixed up or built, not one business Has established, the money was pocketed. 

The money has been spent. Unemi"Jloyement is vdde spre<'ld, ho~11ever those that 

were employed in the program 75% never lived in the City of Buffalo. Tne Cities 

aim is to keep the Black community looking bad so they can use pressure 4i"l~,i,g.t& 

methods against the administration to approve addition~l funds for the cities, 

which makes additional funds for jobs for Democrats. President Nixon, has spent 

over 4 billion dollars in the Black comnunities across the Nation, in the 

Big cities you cannot find any improvement infact the areas have become worst. 

I am ~ Black Conservative, I Nould be available to perfom. most any task., 

Tax Payers funds being used to support welfare payments to families that the 

father has disappeared. I tried to get H. E. W. this year to approve $24,300 

Grant, to establish a prot;ram to find lost fathers, since I was a Republican, 

H. E. w. rejectcc my application. 

~·lelfa::-e payments in this area is over f.s billion doll~r::; annuallyc The reason 

for t~is is th~t the present laws t allow a wife to use the law to Black mail 

the husband. A \'life can move out of her husbands home and r.1ove in tti tr:. another 

man and the la\~ will require the husba~---to support his \'life and his children. 

8 o~t of 10 fathers would support thei~ children, ~&WeY@~ providine they would 

not have to support his wife. An unfaithful >'life is costing tax payers billions 

of dollars 2-nnually. The la>·l should further be changed to make the \'life equally 

responsible for the support of the children. Presently the father must support 

thef;;t?( children, and if the wife h:t::; :::n incorre she spends her incpr;e on vaca ticin 

traveling seeing other men, while if the father is unable to support hischildren 

the burden falls upon the tax payers. This nust ~ . 
be changed. ~~ 
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The City of 3uffalo, used $779,000 of .Mocel Cities Funds, and established 
a school called ''Project c\Nare••, this school taught persons}( h o'l<~ to get on 
welf~ree and hm'l to lie and cheat to get larger welfare checks. I along with 
many others fi8!*~Jr4Me8 complained to Mr. Frank Cerabone, Buffalo Director of 
H~ u. D., and ~1ashington, D. c. officials, it \'lent on for three year l period 
before any investigation was made all of th~ funds ~tere spent, hm'lever all of 
the officers pleased guilty for welfare fraud -:·dth the exception of one who demande 
a jury trial and \11as found guilty. This organization placed over 7,000 
people on the we lfare rolls, since they were all Democrats nocne ~3s concerned. 

There must be a program as Lfuave pointed out to H. E. W, there must be a program 
to encourge families to remain together. Presently a wife can leave her husband 
run up bills to more than o;aaR the husband can pay- the}!( she can demand Nelfare. 
This encourges w~'ea wives· to break up their homes. 

There is another program that should be brought into being, I have tried to 
get H. E. W. to fund this program without any success. Unemployment is high 
Utilites companies will cut off the Gas and electric for non-payment and the 
water.;; company will cut off the water for non-pa;n:!ent of the bill. 
I \'/anted H. E. W. to fund my organization whereas small loans could be made 
to families fort their utilities bills so families will not be without heat 
during the cold winter. The welfare has a program to pay the utilities bills. 
however because the welfare load is so large it takes over 20 days to get an 
appointment in this period of time one could be frozen. The welfare will pay 
them outright, and it is net a loan and its cost the taxpayers. A small grant 
would be able to help many this fall and winter. 

The public has lost confidence in lawyers holding public office. I strongly 
urge that less lawyers be appointed to government positions. 

My choice for Vice President would be Rep. J~ck Kemp, from New York State or 
Senator Barry Goldwater. 

Increase the White House typing staff, whereas all letters will be answered 
in a very short time, with some type of results. 

There nre t:o;o l;n.;suits filed in United States Court of Appeals for the Second 
Circuit, that may prove a little embarrassement to your administration. 
The 1965 Civil Rights Ast, requires the ;\ttorney General to cor.1mence proceedings 
a;ainst a cm:ununity the-1 deprives its citizens the right to vote, Which the 
Attorney General has not done so. The lawsuits are 

REV. DONALD L., Jr\CKSON vs. T'r!E STATLER FOUNDATION, et al 
Civil Action 74-2093 

Rev. Donald L. Jackson vs. UNITED STI\TES OF AMERICA & State of Ne'.'l Yo 
Civil Action 74-2094 

// 

./' 
The latter suit is to also to make the Court to Order United States Government 
to pa y me PlY 11ages ~nd to enforce the la'" as to those Organizations t11'%>~ave 
a Tax Exemption Status. ·• " <,.. 

(.~ 

:'7 -: 
I f e el th;;;t thos0 persons that control T i1 X Exemptii:&R- foundations, s.hould b~ 
remov.:; J fro:n the Federal ?a yroll. There are over 21,000 Organiza t.ions, ho'lt!ing 

/ Bo~gxn&tefit?~~02utrii5t't~y Mr. s. rr. i'iolfe, Chief Audit of I.R.,S, cla'bns'"ioR.S 
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to make foundations wi t~ a TJx Exe~ption, to stop discrirni~ating . 

9S% of the Foundations with TJx Exem~tion st3tus , ~~s no Black Directors cr 

Truste es or Blac~ emp loye es. 7~~ of the Foundations ~~ve never ~iven and will 

no t give :< Jlac:~ Tax .Sxe:npt orr;aniza tion a Grant. 100~ of th_-; foundations 

do not conduct c.n ;::!.;cticn as required by la ·.v . The 5ecreta · r y of Army 

~r . Callaway , fr om LaGran~e, Ga. , ther~ are t~o fcund~tions as I described 

3lJOve, Hm·; c;An a ? resident keep so-nc or a t;rnu~ or cl.:~s.s of :Jcoplc ·.;ho hates 

3lacks and their action truly demonstrates it, then put the~ in key govern~ent 

positions, is unwise. 

... 
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RHSU;::US 

Donald L. Jackson 
494 Masten Avenue 
Buffalo, New York: 

·. 

Lecturer, Autllor, President of the J ;;.c~son I!.du::o. tic.n;~l Four..dation and Tbe 
Jackson I~ealty Corporation, Also i>ircc ·::or ;1nd P.rod ..tc!?r o.f the ;)onald .Jackson TV 
Sho\t , on Cabl.:~, in to.te r.-1 Yor~ City 4 tira::s per :veek on Station 6 and 10 • 

.. 
The pass 10 years I lmve taken speaking cngag~cnts that has taken me to more 
than 37 States on my o£f day of tmy regular employment. 

I would spoea~ on topics such as ~'Help .E.!.iminate High cost ,of t'ielfare" 
"Stand Up For America" ••.JustiC.:! and ll.qu<1lity., 

I was born in Fo~lcrvi11e, a n~~~l tc~ in the Towsship of York. County of 
Livingston, and The state of Ne\"1 York, on May 4, 1926. 

EDUCJ\'l'ION: 

I attended Gr3dc utld Hisn Schoo!. in rl.ctsof, N. Y, Then went to Alabam~ A. & M. 
Colle£;e, Norm:1l, .\la., Alcorn, A. &. .M. College, Lor::~an, Miss, leentucky 
staee College, Frankfort, Kcntuc!q•, 1"c.l~cn cour::.es from the University of 
~entuc-:.:y and Recei\'ed llachelol:s of La;: .Dc;;ree (LUl) .fro!;} L;;oS;\llc S:.:tension 
University, after compl~'ting 4 years otud7ing L<li'le 20th Century Sible School 
and Missionary School ~nd Rcceiv:.!d D. D. Degree . A :Jiplo:n::: from Bulan Academy. 

f.ULITARY SERVICE:' 

I was in United States Army during ~iorld War II and s e rved in the Pacific 
Theater hdcc, Re-enU.st~d in the A.roy and served additional three years. 
Reached the Ra nk of SerJeant (1:'<:-.I'$On:'! .. ~l Technician) M~de payroll:;, Maintain 
service record~. Hnnorable Discharr,ed, Joined th~ R~served and Durin~ Korean 
conflict was recalled to Active Duty, and served 10 Ml)nths, then Honorable 
Discharged. 

liXPER!BXB: 

Editor and Publish~r ~ the weekly publication "\-'liRE Mt\GI\ZINB" Author o£ 
two bool~ eahh having over 370 pages, dealing with corru~tion and crime. 
Produced ar.d Directed iFCUal£ hour T.v. sho•..,, made ttn Video hpe on -equipment 
mmed by, me. This show was shown in New York City on Cable 't. v. in Pennstvania, 
and in Buffalo. I served as President of Non-Profit Tax Exempt n. L. J ackson 
Foundation. I performed almost every task one can think of. 
I w~research the law and wrote Legal Briefs for over 50 cases, and 20 such 
cases were in United States federal Court. These were all Civil Suits and one of 
these c~ses was won A~ ril 4, 1974, i~ U~ited States »1Jl~~%X~KH~% Court of 
Appeals fo: second Circuit. This was a landmark decision. I interviewP.d persons 
and sent t hem to various plants for cm~Jo}~ent. I intervie•..,ed students'{or 
scholorships, \:hich the foundation awa'rded scholorships. I ,.,rote le t telf.s'. to 
other foundations to . raise funds to a•-'lard needy s t udents additional schofQrships. 
The Foundation owned over 1. 000 apar~ents, which I managed. I served a$ 
Mar:.ager of ~.:.edio St~tion K.K:\ L in De nver City, Texas. I prepared evaulation 
Reports a nd made research ;lS outsi.1e G&Mwi6ol.._ ... consultant for g-..i. Station 
servic e company for 5 years. I make evauiation reports for some Federal Programs 
I revie•~ programs that ~re presented to Erie & Niagara Counties Regional 
Planning Board, for appro11•~ before they are submitted to Federal an<t-State 

a 1~ encies. 

• 
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I have prepared pamplets O!l Civil nights ana r!qual R111ploynent Opportunities. 
I have appeared before Committes of New York State .~~:H>embly and Committees 
of Ne\>J York State Senate, to testify cr. v:u:.iot.ts i~t,ws. 

I can Type en manual or Electric typewriter about 50 words per minute. 
I can us~ a Flew-0- Writer, I can use mimeograph duplicator, use the 
Printin.g press. 

·. 

All of th~se things, I knew and did and Supervised others in the D. L. Jackson 
Foundation, >'ihich had 7 to 15 e7!ployecs. The Rc.dio Statio::>. had 12 er.tployees. 

The 1'\" S110(1S v1~re pr.oduced on a SONY Video Car.tera, with a:1 k;pex REcorder • 

MA.RT ii\I~ ST.'\TJ S : 

t"li\RKmn, fl{fH.'Ht or- :; sor.-s. 

Donald Jr•• my oldest sen 17 years old w:J.ll be a Preshrnan at Oak~ood College. 
Huntsville, Ala. starting September 3, 1974, he graduated June 2, 1974, 
from Pine Forge A.cade!'i!y, ... ;:~~$: Pine Pon~e, Pen':lsylvania, ':f<4~Tuiti{)n S3,400 yel 

., 
Thaddeus. 16 years ole~ ,;;;nior ;J.t Pine Fox-ge Acade:-r.y T:...!itic:1 ~2~2~0 .. 

Mik:oll 14 :a· Freshman at Pine Forge Academy. Tuition $2,250. 

Stephen af;!d James, are attending Emauual Temple 7th Day Adventis A.caoemy 
here in Buffalo 

! \ 
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rch 3l, 1975 

MDSORANDUM FOR: 

RED CAVANEY 

The President is aohedllle4 to qo to New aaven 
for an addreaa on April 25th t the Yale 
University Law School. 

SecretAry CArl Hilla la alao a diatinquiahed 
grada:te of the Yale Law School an4~ aince 
c;radua.tion, baa ll&int41ned an active in~eat 
in t.he acbool.. X think it would be moat appropri­
ate if Secretary Billa were promptly invited to 
travel on the airplane w1 th the President when he 
goea to New Baven. The Law School baa r~.leated 
Mrs. Billa to be in attendance when the Pxeaident 
aa.kea his appearance. 

Kindly advise. 

Philip Buchen 
Counael to the President 

• 
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f=,~yl !93iil ClTY OF GRAND RAPIDS 

Date 6-19-75 I 

TO Philip W. Buchen FROM Don O'Keefe 

__ P!ease note and see me __ Please give me your comments 

__ Please no te and return to me __ For your information 

__ Fo e y cur review and approval __ lmmediate action desired 

__ Please prepare reply for my 
sig na ture 

__ P.lease answer, with copy 
to me 

___ Please fo llow through 

Remarks: 

Phil1 

for goodness sake, don't bother 
Jerry with this. But, if you can, give 
it to someone who will push a little. 
It is important. 

ThanksR. 

.· . 
... . • f-.? 
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Grand Rapids 
Hous ing 
Commission49502 

June 19, 1975 

~~e Honorable Carla A. Hills 
Secretary of Housing and Urban 

Development 
·Nashington~ D. C. 20410 

Dear Mada~ Secretary~ 

We have just completed preparing our Fiscal 1976 Public 
Sousi:;.g Operating Budget using the new Perfor:nan<;e P~ding . - , ' 
System. We had no problem with the P .F .s·.; our operating 

_costs were slightly lower than the national averag~ for ... 
high-performance LHA's. But, ~"'-la P.F.S -. -~r~uirement of a 
3% increase in Ch(elld.ng rental ineOir:e ·bri.ngs cl"ear;ty i11*zo 
focus the imperative · urgency for i.."'!!riediate· impleraentatiori 

f 

of the provisions of the Ho?sing and Comrirunity Development 
Act of 1974 which pertain to elimination of the a rooke 
Amendments (particularly Brooke III), and the manner of 
deter.nining rental charges for persons on Public ·Assistanc·a. 

Per':laps, in the absence of a detailed circular o~ - the subject, 
an interL~ rule could be issued that the provisions of "the 
1374 Act prevail. Tife assume t:hat sucn is the case now~ but 
we 1-u'"'lcw that many iri the Management . .!?Ureaucracy disagree. 
With :·~ore than 50% of the tenant populat:..ion receiving ~.D.C .. , 
2nd ::~e. others all at 25% of income, it i.s virtu:;dly impos­
s ible to increase dwellin9. rental incorr.e without f·..Illy 
implementing the 1914 Act. 

3 rooke I I! was a total disaster. not l egiti."nately benefitL"'lg 
anyone. A few A.D.C. recipient3 received a very inequitable 
and . unjustified "windfall• ·when their rant was reduced and 
their A.P.,;·C'.o grant was· n'ot. But,_ in most cases, the Welfare 
Agencies found ways and regulations to circumvent Brooke III 
and reduce the grant, thus increasin-gly shif-ting part of the 

ea.ANO .. AP•Da HOU81fll(l COMMt.aiON 
.. OOM 4.08 TE.LE PHONE 456~3 1 'ilS 

.. 
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5 onorabl a Carla A . Bi l ls 
':>age 2 
June 19, 19 75 
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welfare b urden t o an already heavily b urdened PUbl ic 
Eousing system that could only stagger i nto insolvency 
u nder t he increased financial load and r equire ever­
i n creasing operating subsidies. 

Part of tlle 19 7 4 Act has been implemented by use of the 
Performance ?unding System .. which is good., but it has 
n ot been balanced by the implementation a£ the part that 
will ~et us charge equj.tabl.e rents. for tenants on Pul:U.ic 
Assistance who pay the least and cost us the most.. These 
t enants are responsible for 64% of our account delinquency~ 
96% of our collection· losses and a major portion of our 
vandal ism. 

Most of us are trying honestly t o do an economical job at 
t h e operational level out in the field. but we desperately 
n eed your help. Please give b~is matter serious consider­
ation at your earliest possible opportunity. 

Sincerely, 

Donald w. O'Keefe 
Director/ Secretary 

DWO: rw 

, 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

August 4, 1975 

Dear Mr. Lovelly: 

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of 

July 31 along with a package containing a 16 mm 

film shot July 5 when the Blue Star Home was 
dropped here at the factory. 

In view of my recent letter to Mr. Reitmeyer, I 

\vould like to be sure that this is not your 

only copy of this film because I believe you 

should have one available for any Housing and 

Urban Development representative who comes to 

Manton. If you advise me that this is an 

extra copy, I will attempt to circulate it here 

in ~'Vashington, but I am concerned that this 

will involve some risk of getting lost. I am 

not sure the President will have time to see 

this personally, but I know there are others 

who may be interested. 

Mr. William C. Lovelly 
Director of Marketing 
Blue Star Homes 
Manton, Michigan 49662 

/(iere~y~ 

Ph~. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

\ v D 
· ) 

.. 0){) 
~ 

::.1 

~ 

'" 

• 



I 
t 

I 

-

August 22, 1975 

Grand Rapids 
Housing 
Commission49502 

Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. c. 20500 

Dear Phil: 

Thanks to your interest, we received a nice letter from 

the H.U.D. General Counsel, Robert Elliott, in response 

to our letter of June 19, 1975. 

The main thrust of our letter of June 19 was the urgent 

need for early implementation of the provisions of Housing 

and Community Development Act of 1974 pertaining to Public 

Housing rental rates for persons receiving· public assis­

tance. Congress gave the Secretary of H.U.D. until 

February 22, 1976 to put the provision? of the law into 

effect, and apparently H.U.D. is working towards an early 

implementation, but anticipating problems from tenant 

advocate ·groups. The need is still very real and very 

urgent. 

A case in point is one that I have just finished reviewing. 

Our approved rate schedule for a three-bedroom unit for an 

ADC recipient is $85 per month. This includes $40 for 

utilities, leaving a "net" rent of $45 per month. The 

Social Services Department has budgeted $85 for rent in 

this woman's grant budget an~under the provisions of the 

1974 Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, this 

is the arnoun t we should be charging • However, under the 

rules presently in effect, ~e can charge only 25%~f the 

adjusted family income, which in this case is $41 per month, 

leaving a "net" rent of $1 after utility costs. In this 



Mr. Philip W. Buchen 
Page 2 
August 22, 1975 

one case there is a loss of rental income of $44 per month. 

Multiply that by an average of 90 cases in Grand Rapids and 

there is a monthly loss of $3,960, and an annual loss of 

$47,520. This is a rather substantial figure in the 

Grand Rapids operation (20.7% of our total rental income} 

albeit an almost infinitesimal amount in the total Federal 

picture. However, this amount projected over the larger 

Housing Authorities and over the nation as a whole would 

certainly be an amount of substantial s~ze. 

The present rules produce a situation not unlike double 

jeopardy. H.E.W. supplies all, or most, of the funds for 

ADC grants. H.U.D. has to furnish operating subsidies in 

increasing amounts because Local Housing Authorities cannot 

adequately charge ADC recipients . 

I have to presume that H.U.D. is moving as expeditiously 

as possible and that in the not too far distant future we 

may expect a resolution of the presently confused and 

aggravating situation. 

Thanks again for your help and interest. 

Sincerely, 

( i . 
'. [ 7c:f--I.J 

Donald w. O'Keefe 
Director/Secretary 

cc: Robert W. Elliott 
H.U.D. General Counsel 

-..... ---
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THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DE V ELOPMENT 

WA SHINGTON , D. C.. 204 10 

September 3, 1975 

;;u·~ 

o/ 

NEMORANDUM FOR: Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White Hous e. 

Subject: Blue Star Homes of Manton, Michigan 

As you requested in your memorandum of August 7, 1975, a 
member of the Chicago Regional Office architectural staff visited 
the Blue Star Homes manufacturing facilities in Manton, Michigan. 
The manufacturing facilities, current production and the demonstra­
tion home were inspected. 

Blue Star Homes manufactures exterior wall panels and other 
housing components sold for erection on a building site. This 
provides a shell house without interior finish or mechanical 
facilities. Finishing of the house may be contracted or completed 
by the purchaser. 

The demonstration home was erected by the manufacturer and did 
include wall and ceiling finish but no mechanical facilities. 
Structural damage to the house from the air drop was minimal. Some 
of the roof trusses, the ceiling, interior wall surfaces and the 
subfloor were damaged. 

No unusual construction features were found in the Blue Star 
Home. It is a typical, well-designed wood frame house. The 
structure of the house does meet HUD/FHA Minimum Property Standards. 

The majority of all wood frame housing manufactured or built 
in the United States would have the same general structural 
characteristics as Blue Star Homes. 

~ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WA SHINGTON 

October 10, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: L. WILLIAM SEIDM.i\.N 

THROUGH: 

FR OM: 

SUBJECT: 

/("l 
PHILIP BUCHEN } . 

KENNETH LAZAR US f 
Reactivation of the Suspended 

Homeownership Subsidy Program 

-

Counsel's Office has reviewed your draft memorandum for t he 

President on the referenced subject. We interpose no objection 

to the recommendation of Secretary Hills. 

We would note, however, that at the present time, GAO is the 

only plaintiff in the suit challenging the impoundment of these 

£nnds. In this posture, it is our ut:J.derstanding that the 

Solicitor General is of the opinion that the Government has 

a 50-50 chance to prevail in the suit based on the available 

constitutional defense to the effect that law enforcement is a 

core L~ecutive function beyond the powers of GAO. vVe are 

not aware of any private citizen who has indicated an interest 

in joining as private litigant in challenging this action. 

However, should the impoundment be attacked by an aggrieved 

private party, we would concur in the judgment reflected in 

your memorandum to the effect that the Government ' s chances 

for s uc ce ss are remote and the possibility £o r additional losses 

t hrough litigation are real. 

) 



THE WH fTE HO"CSE 

WASt-n:>;CTO:-i 

Octob er 10, 1975 

M EMO FOR: PHIL B DC HEN 

FROM: 

r> 

KEN LAZAR US{!' 

I discussed this matter vvith Roger Porter on 

Wednesday, October 8th. He indicated that 

Bill Seidman would like to have a brief 

statement of our views on the matter despite 

the fact that it would not be reflected in the 

memo to the President which went in on that date. 
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THE WHITE HOU SE 

WA SHINGT O N 

February 24, 1976 

Dear Mr. Uhlmann: 

I am enclosing a copy of the inquiry by Congressman Ed Eshleman 

concerning allegations in connection with a Philadelphia HUD real 

estate transaction. 

It appears that the Department of Justice has not made an independent 

evaluation of this matter. In view of Congressman Eshleman's 

concern, I would appreciate a judgment from the Department as to 

whether there is any problem here. 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

rf~~ 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Michael M. Uhlmann 

Assistant Attorney General 

Office of Legislative Affairs 

Department of Justice 

Washington, D. C. 20530 

cc: The Honorahle Edwin D. Eshleman 
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THE W HITE HOUSE 

W A SH I NGTON 

February 24, 1976 

Dear Mr. Eshleman: 

I am sorry to be so late in responding to your letter concerning 

alleged wrongdoing in connection with a Philadelphia HUD real 

estate transaction. Your request puts us in a particularly 

difficult position because you are in effect urging that something 

improper occurred despite the contrary findings by both HUD and 

the General Accounting Office. 

As I am sure you are aware, we have no independent investigative 

resources here; and we are most reluctant to intervene in the 

investigatory functions of the departments and agencies. We are 

not in a position to make an independent judgment on the rather 

complicated fact situation that you present. 

The papers you sent to us included a copy of a letter to the Attorney 

General on April 22, 1975, and we have learned from his office that 

your inquiry was forwarded to the HUD office of Inspector General 

in view of the investigation then being conducted by that agency. 

Since the Department of Justice has apparently not considered your 

charges on their merits following the completion of the HUD 

investigation, you may wish to present your arguments to them 

now. For this reason, I am sending a copy of our correspondence 

to Assistant Attorney General Michael Uhlmann. A copy of my 

letter to him is enclosed. 

• 
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I appreciate your concern, and hope that this matter can be resolved to your satisfaction. 

The Honorable Edwin D. Eshleman 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 

cc: The Honorable Carla Hills 

Sincerely, 

f~~~ 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Michael M. Uhlmann w/Encl 

. -
<' -



THE WH£TE HOUSE 

WASHll"GTON 

July 28, 1976 

Dear Carla: 

In regard to the matter about which you called 
and then wrote on July 22 to Douglas Bennett, 
I am assured that Mr. Spiller is not to be 
recommended for appointment. 

I appreciate your having discovered the appli­
cant's lack of qualifications for the position 
in question. 

Best personal regards. 

Since rely, 

!PRJ 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 

The Honorable Carla A. Hills 
The Secreta ry of Housing and Urban 

Development 
Washington, D. C. 20410 

.. 
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THE SECRETARY OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 

WASHINGTON, D. C •. 20410 

July 22, 1976 

Mr. Douglas P. Bennett 
Dirac toll' 
Presidential Per onnel Offic 
EXecutive Office 8uild1nq 
Room 145 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear DoUg; 

Enolos d is a letter received from "illi R. bi'.Orris, 
Director of Housing Programs, NAACP, regarding the appoint­
ment of Howard J. Spiller of Columbus, Ohio to the Board of 
Directors of th Federal N tional Mortgage ooiation. 

You will recall that I tola you of the very negativ 
recomm ndation that I had been given by oavid Cook, formerly 
FUA Conunissioner-Assistant Seer tary for l ousing Production 
and Mortgage Credit. Mr. Cook personally knows Mr. Spiller 
and is from COlwnbus, Ohio. I understand that Mr. Cook 
advised you of his negative views nd that Oakley Hunter, 
President of the Federal National Mortgage Association, has 
also communicated a negativ recommend tion. 

Under these oiroumstances, I do not think it appropriate 
for you to recommend Mr. Spiller to th President for appoint­
ment to the Board of Directors of the Federal National Mortgage 
Association. 

ncloaure 

co: Mr. Philip • uchen~ 
counsel to the President 

Sincerely, 

Carla A. Uills 

• 
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Mrs. Carla A. Hills 
Secretary 

July 15, 1976 

Department of Housing & Urban Development 
Central Office 
451 7th Street, s.w. 
Washington, D.C. 20410 

Dear Secretary Hills: 

I have rece ived information that the name of 

/ ·-' .. -~ 
c : 
PI -...-·: 
r : 
c. 
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Howard J. Spiller of Columbus, Ohio, is being considered 
for a Presidential appoi ntment to the Board of Directors 
of the Federal National Mortgage Assoc i ati on. 

Hy office has been encour2gi ng the 2ppoi ntrr;en t of a 
capable minority person to FN1·1.8.'s boord for sometime. I 
am qui te conce rn ed , hm-1ever t that the per son appoi ntcd 
have a good background in the housing industry o r possess 
qualifying expe ri ence in fi nance, economics, or a closely 
relc1ted field. 

._ 
-

, . 

fvjy ex ami nation into Mr. Spi 11 er 1 s background indicates 
a lack of experience in any of the areas rela ted to housi ng. 
It is my beli ef that such an appointment may not be in the 
best in terest of minorities in gene r al no r of those pro­
fession a lly involved with housing. 

\·/hile there may be i mpor tant polh:ica1 considcr E;t ions 
to S' JiH)Ort th .-:. r),'"C't:il'-' ·'='d n,rvnl· nr->"' I "'"Ul d hc":<:.:~-"n ~LO ;:>C::C:: IU,...,__ .... -,. j'-"' )"• ""' "-" t- j·.l -.....- .. .J ._.. ..._... • I ' ._..I,.,.~ 9 t ~ ..__.,. . •. -.J ...,. 'lo..J" '-" .._ ._. I -.._. 
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t-1rs. Carla A. Hil,ls 2 July 15, i976 

Thank you for your considerat-ion and at tention . 

S i n,cere 1 y, 
•; I 

/ ''/ . f ,o . (! . 

(./
' J I , t ' . • . 

V ,L•"'-" '/ '....,.(. V i..-._ 
' 

William R. Morris 
Director of Housing Programs 

.. 



TELEGRAM 

Mr. David G. Osterer 
Chairman 
Condominium-CO-OP 

October 27, 1976 

Executives Council of Florida, Inc. 
409 West Hallandale Beach Boulevard 
Suite 209 
Hallandale, Florida 33009 

In response to your mailgram to the President 

received on October 26, 1976, I have referred your 

complaints about condominium land and recreation 

leases _to the Justice Department. A representative 

of the Justice Department will be contacting you. 

t?u.6. 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The Wni te House 
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pqESIDt.~T GERALD FORD 
T~ ~~tTE ~GUSE 

• ~~ ~r~GTON DC 20050 

-· • AG~t.E0-1\;0T SL!~JECT TO REPRI~T E)(Ce:PT II\ TnT~L 

• ~E CONFIRM CONVERSATION kiTH MR JIM SEBESTA. THE CONOOM!NIUM CO•CP 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL IS NOT A PARTISAN OPGANIZATION, ITS POLICIES A~E TO 

~A~£ RECO~~ENDATIONS TO THE PRESIDENTS AND BOARDS OF DIRECTORS OF 

• CONDO~INIUH ASSOCIATIONS IN THE STATE OF FLORIDA, 

1, IJQ 01\E HAD AUTHORITY TO ISSUE A~ E~DORSEMENT IN THE NAME OF T~E 

~ COU'C!L AN ACTION TO THE CONTQA~V WAS PRE~ATUQE AND UNAUTHORIZED AND 

~!S A REFLECTION OF THE CURRENT DEEP EMOTIO ~i AL FRUST~ATlON C~ T~E PlRT 

OF DISTRAUGHT CONDOMINIU~ C~NERS, 

• 2. ~E HAVE PRINTED GOVER~OR CARTER'S POSITION CONCERNING LONG TE~M 

~EC~EATIO~ LEASES AND MA~AGEMENT CONTRACTS (INCLUDING ESCALATIC~ 

tt CLAuSES) 

3. ~E ARE IN HOPES T~AT THE PRESIDENT WILL RECONSIDER HIS POS!T!CN ~s 

tt STATED I~ HIS TELEGRAM ADDRESSED TO MR LERNER (OCTOBER 15j AND APE 

P~EPARED TO TAKE IM~EDIATE ACTIO~ TO REFLECT ANY NEW POSITION WhiCH IS 

5°ECIF!C AND DEFINITE IN 8RING!NG ABOUT T~E IMMEDIATE ABOLISH~E~T OF 

tt THE OWNEROUS LONG TERM RECREATION LEASES AND MAN~GEMENT CONTRACTS • . 

~. THE RELIEF OFFERED BY THE FTC IS LIMITED iO ONE CONDOMINIUM A~O HAS 

It LITTLE CR NQ PRECEDENTAL VALUE, THE FTC HAS TAKE~ A POSITION T~iT 

800•000 CONOO OW~ERS AFFLICTED ~IT~ THIS AwESOME BURDEN RESORT TO 

PQI~ATE ATTOR~EVS FOR REDRESS EVEN IF THE LA~ WAS VIOLATED CREF~RE~CE 

tt MR DELONG•FTC CONFERENCE OCTOBER 18, 197o), 

5, SINCE OU~ MEMBERSHIP IS D!VIDEO BETWEEN REPU5LICANS AND DE~OCRATS . 

• ii..IRCUG~OuT TrlE: STATE OF FLORIDA i.t.E no NOT PRESU~4 E TO TELL OUQ ~'-~E~-'eERS 

hC~ TO VOTE SINCE OT~ER ISSUES ~AY OVERSHAOG~ THE CO~DOM!NluM QuESTIC~ 

~F ]0 8ELIEVE HO~EVER THAT SEVERAL ~UNOREO THOUSAND CONDO a~~E~S ~ILL 

8 VOTE THE!~ OWN SURVIVAL I~ P~OTECTI~G T~EIR ~OMES. 
\ 

DEA~ ~R P~ESIOE~T IT ~OULD RELIEVE ALL CONCER~ED TO ~AVE ThE P~ESIDE'T 

8 G~ Tr-E U~ T.AKE AN !~1-'EDl .ATE .H!D OFFICIAL ACTION T~AT .,.. ILL E~SL::.:: T""+E 

E ~; F 1·-' ~ C E ~-' E ~; T 0 F EX I S T I ~ G ANT I- TRUST LA.,.; S • A r-! E R I C A P\J S S t--1 0 U l D !\,; 8 T i-o.! V E : C 

PLELO FC~ JUSTICE AND BE REFERRED TO THE PRIVATE SECTOR FOq 0 ~CTECTIC' . 

a l!~-CER H-E LA~, R~SPECTFULLY 
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October 15, 1976 

!\~~±-
r('·\ 
\) _\ 

Mr. Nathan Lerner 
Vice President, Condominium -Coop. 
2771 Taft Street 

Executives Council of Florida, Inc. 

\ 

01 

Hollywood, Florida 33020 

Dear Mr. Lerner: 

The problems associated with the purchase of condominium housing have 
been of continuing concern to this Administration,. Early this year I 
instructed the Department of-Housing and Urban Development to make 
and they have completed a massive and detailed study of condominiums. 
As a result, HUD has been working with Congress to enact legislation 
that will protect future buyers of condominiums from abuses such as the 
recreation lease problem discussed in your letter,. 

However, HUD does not have the authority to abrogate legally binding 
contracts previously executed. Accordingly, the problem of abusive 
recreation and land leases in existing condominium projects has been 
referred to the Federal Trade Commission for investigation for it is 
possible that the FTC can act to cure retroactively such problems as 
cost-of-living escalator clauses in recreation leases,. As you know, 
the FTC has initiated a complaint against one Florida developer on the 
grounds that the recreation lease violates the FTC Act. Future complaints 
may be forthcoming as the FTC continues its investigations. My Admin- · 
istration has and will continue to assist the FTC in these investigations. 

I trust my Administration's past efforts to alleviate the hardships of 
skyrocketing land and recreation lease costs indicate not only my concern, 
but also my determination to strive for relief for condominium owners if 
the FTC is unable to solve the problem. 

It should be firmly stated, however, that the fundamental issue here fis 
inflation. Action on the recreation lease problem is relief only for a .~ o~ 

• <:. symptom. Q 

The soaring cost of health care, even for those older Americans covered 
by the Medicare program, is another problem that must be addressed. 

APPROVED FOR DISPATCH ~ 1-LSV 
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, Page 2 of message to Mr. Nathan Lerner 
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I have proposed a program to protect our citizens from completely 
draining away their life savings to pay the cost of a catastrophic illness. 
My proposal would respond to a tremendous need, yet it still does not 
solve the root problem - inflation. , 
Exorbitant utility rates. alarmingly high gasoline prices,. higher prices 
across the board - these are all primary concerns of condominiwn -
owners. as yrell as of all Americans. Inflation is our greatest enemy. 

During the first two years of my Administration, we have cut the rate 
of inflation by half, despite the efforts of many in Washington who.· 
wanted to move in exactly the opposite direction. And I will continue 
the fight against inflation until it is no longer a threat to the incomes 
and savings of the American people. 

I regret circumstances did .t:Lot allow me to meet with the representatives 
of condominium owners in Florida, but I am glad to have this oppor­
tunity to discuss my positi6n and efforts relative to these areas of 
mutual concern. 

Sincerely,. 

.·.-
Gerald R. Ford 

APPROVED FOR DISPATC~ 

- - ··-_. ~· .. : 

.. : ~. 



( 

( 

( 

( .... 

( 

( 

·=-:··&!~,~·;; .; 

~oq ~ESl HALLANOAL~ ~EACH BLVD 
~· h L L H; I) toLE F L 3 3 0 0 q 

' •. 

-western union 

2-•J~0068E26ti 10/14/76 ICS IPMMTZZ CSP ~SHB 

BVddia~l dH I B 

~O~Q2146R2 MGM TDMr HALLANDALE FL 19A 10-14 0205P EST 

~RE~IDENT GERALD fORO 
~~!TE HOUSE DC 20500 

p 1- ,! 

:...~ 
z-
:J U.S.MA1 . -• •••• 

( DEA~ ~R PRESTOENT 
T~E CO~CC'~INIUM CO-OP EXECUTIVE COUNSEL OF FLORIDA REPRESENTING SEVERAl 
hiJ~0~EC THOUSAND CO~OOtliNIUM OwNERS APE AAOUT TO ISSUE THE STAT~ENT 

( kELC~, WE u~ : DERSlANO YOU ARE FULLY A~ARE OF THE SUBJECT MATTER RELAT!NC 
TO CONDO~I~JIU~ ABUSES. PLEASE CO~FIRM THE ACCURACY OF THIS STATEMENT O) 
OP ~EFORE MONOAY OCTOAER 18 1976 (OUR DEADLINE FOH PRINTING) IT IS 

( ~~~tPATIVf T~AT WE RECEIVE YOUH POSITION ON THIS IMPORTANT MATTER 
PE&~ECTFUL. LY 

( ~·t:H"; Rt.NOll,..' : 

To !LL PRESIDENTS OF CO~DOM!NIUM ASSOCIATIO~S IN FLORIDA 

( ~PESIDENliAl CAND!D~TES • PRESIDENT FOHD OR GOVERNOR CARTER 
~~ !RE NOT SUGGESTI~G ~0~ YOU VOTE FOR THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STaTES. WE AijE SI~PLV REPORTING THE FACTS. 

( 1. GOVER~lOR CARTER HAS MADE A TOTAL CO~MITMENT TO THE ABOLISH~E~T OF 
~EC~EATIO~ LEASES (SEE OCTOBEP ISSUE CONOO~INIUH•CURRIER PAGE 3 
2. ~EGPETFlrLLV P~ESIDENT FORD HAS REFUSED TO SEE OR HEAR OUR PETITION 

( FO~ RELIEF. WE APE INFORMED T~AT PRESIDENT FORD IS SUPPORTING CARLA 
HILL'S POSITIO~ TO CO~TINUE LONG TERM RECREATION LEASES 

( 
UAV!D G O~TERER CHAIRMAN OF T~E BOARD 

( liJ:i}5 EST 
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CONDOMINIUM-CO-OP 
EXECUTIVES COUNCIL. OF FLORIDA, INC. 

/) . _ .i..£.
1

!. ~09W. HALLANDALE BEACH BLVD., SUITE 209 • HALLAND~E, F~:~~~~~:~ • 9~~-2. 

~-· Septet':lbelf/ll if, 1'9"76 / 

f , ,<.- ·" .:L .:./jL : scHr::ou' E so . . "' ja- - 1-.' t '.t,.; • c , __ .... . ; 
v~ I " _;H:~ R~=',..~f'lt::O I 
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ft~fi.J Presiclez:t Gerald Ford 1 ~r;::> 2 :J lOJ I I The Cap1.tol · r.r J; ..; 5 
Hashington, D.C. , r .: ,c-e:- ·:::· .-~ ( t '· -..;;.J .. .., r .;,.,J~ 

i ~ :-~F:r .. :~£~5 BUR:-:E-t._U ___ _ 

Dear :1r. President: · on-::.::R 

It has been suggested by 1·1r. ~·7illiarn NicficU!;Otrt:r-r~~li!!.feEDir~ctor, 
i that we Hri te you in connection \-Ti th the problems tna1:"'""have 

j£ .(!:_ / /J been frustrating condominium otvners in Florida for some six years v v cf... at least. 

He speak for some eic;ht hundred thousand condcominiu.rn -lnit 
rr.vners. · In this connection \ •Te have the support of the MRP, 
United Construction \iorkers and Senior Citizens. 

The problem that vitallv concerns us nre the Recreation and Land 
leases which carry enc~)rances, in addition to ti1e purchase of. 
the conclo!Clinium. 

The developers \vho sold the condominiums not only have received 
t.'le equitable and profitable purc~1ase price, but in addition, 
compelled the execution of obligations in the aforesaid leases 
which constitute unlawful burdens. These burdens are further 
compounded in that they increase as the rise in the cost of livin' 
increases. 

Hr. President, you Hill understa11d that these costs are not only 
pernanent and unjust, hut, in the course of the years, ca~ becone 
confiscator.f. Host condonin;;:ur.l m~'llers have invested all their 
assets in their homes, and this additional burden can becone 
disastrous. Thousands of m-mers •·Till lose their hones therehv 
~}i thin the next fetl years. -

i-Ieedless to add, r-tr. President, you can under:;tcmd that in he.lpin 
us receive relief on these problens, you Hould have our u.11dying 
support. 

It see1ns to us that there is no better time than the present to 
rehabilitate the Republican Party interests in Florida; t-Jhicl 
are at lm1 ebb. It is also our hope that our considerable supp01: 
will help to elect you President ~or the next ei~1t years. 
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CONDOMINIUM-CO-OP 
EXECUTIVES COUNCIL OF FLORIDA, INC. 

409W. HALLANDALE BEACH BLVD., SUITE 209 • HALLANDALE, FLA. 33009 • 921 -4682 

Pc.gc 2 Septer.1ber 24, 19 76 

'tie respectfully request that you arra.1.ge for a'1 a?poinw.ent I at vour earliest convenience \·lith the reT"'rcsentati ves of the ~ovc orga1.ization \·Jho \Till detail ;J.ll other particulars of 
this problelll. 

~~L: h 

cc: nr. Uillia'n nicholson 

~r. Nathan Lernar 
2771 Taft St. 
Hollywood, Fla •• 33020 
~hona 305-922 - 0178 

Respectfull:!,.', 

CO~·lDO~ IIi:HtJH-C0-0? 
EXECUTIVES COl!1JCI~ OF FLf\.. Il'lC. 
_...//'. . ' '/': -/ + . 
/{iVL/uw,..-o ~UU 

:'IATHF.: l Lerner 
Vice-President 
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