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TOTALLY EMBARGOED SEPTEMBER 16, 1974
UNTIL 11:30 A.M, EDT

Office of the White House Press Secretary

THE WHITE HOUSE
EXECUTIVE ORDER # [/ § 04

DELEGATION OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS VESTED IN THE
PRESIDENT TO THE DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE

By virtue of the authority vested in me as
President of the United States, pursuant to my powers
under Article II, Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitutlion,
and under Section 301 of Title 3 of the United States
Code, 1t is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Pirector .of Selective Serviece
is designated and empowered, witkout the epproval,
ratification or other action of the President, under
such regulations as he may prescribe, to estabiish,
implement, and adminiséer the program of alternate
service authorized in the Proclamation announcing a
program for the return of Vietnam era draft evaders
and military deserters.

Sec. 2. Departments and agencies in the Executive
branch shall, upon the request of the Director of
Selective Service, cooperate and assist in the im-
plementation or administration of the Director's
duties under this Order, to the extent permitted by
law.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,
September 16, 1974,
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THE WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER #£ //§J %"

DELEGATION OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS VESTED IN THE
PRESIDENT TO THE DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE

By virtue of the authority vested in me as
President of the United States, pursuant to my powers
under Article II, Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitution,
and under Section 301 of Title 3 of the United States
Code, 1t is hereby ordered as follows:

Section 1. The Director of Selective Service
is designated and empowered, without the approval,
ratification or other action of the President, under
such regulations as he may prescribe, to establish,
implement, and administer the program of alternate
service authorized in the Proclamation announcing a
program for the return of Vietnam era draft evaders
and military deserters.

Sec. 2. Departments and agencies in the Executive
branch shall, upon the request of the Director of
Selective Service, cooperate and assist in the im-
plementation or administration of the Director's
duties under this Order, to the extent permitted by
law.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,

September 16, 1974.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING A CLEMENCY BOARD TO REVIEW CERTAIN
CONVICTIONS OF PERSONS UNDER SECTION 12 OR 6(j)

OF THE MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT AND CERTAIN
DISCHARGES ISSUED BECAUSE OF, AND CERTAIN CONVIC~
TIONS FOR, VIOLATIONS OF ARTICLE 85, 86 or 87 OF
THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE AND TO MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY WITH RESPECT
THERETO

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President
of the United States by Section 2 of Article II of the
Constitution of the United States, and in the interest
of the internal management of the Government, it is
ordered as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby established in the
Executive Office of the President a board of 9 members,
which shall be known as the Presidential Clemency Board.
The members of the Board shall be appointed by the
President, who shall also designate its Chairman.

Sec. 2. The Board, under such regulations as it
may prescribe, shall examine the cases of persons who
apply for Executive clemency prior to January 31, 1975,
and who (i) have been convicted of violating Section 12 or
6(j) of the Military Selective Service Act (50 App.
U.S5.C. §462), or of any rule or regulation promulgated
pursuant to that section, for acts cconmitted between
August 4, 1964 and March 23, 1573, inclusive, or (ii) have
received punitive or undeairable discharges as a conse-
quence of viblations of Article 85, 86 or 87 of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice (10 U.S.C. §§ 885, 886,
887) that occurred between August 4, 1964 and March 28,
1973, inclusive, or are serving sentences of confinement
for such violations. The Board will only consider the
cases of Military Selective Service Act violators who
were convicted or unlawfully failing (i) to register or
register on time, (ii) to keep the local board informed
of their current address, (iii) to report for or submit
to preinduction or induction examination, (iv) to report for
or submit to induction itself, or (v) to report for or
submit to, or complete service under Section 6(j) of
Such Act. However, the Board will not consider the
cases of individuals who are precluded from re-entering

ihe United States under 8 U.S.C. 1182(a) (22) or other
aw. .

Sec. 3. The Board shall report to the President its
findings and recommendations as to whether Executive clemency
should be granted or denied in any case. 1If clemency is recom-
mended, the Board shall also recommend the form that such
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clemency should take, including clemency conditioned upon a
period of alternate service in the national interest. 1In the
case of an individual discharged from the armed forces with

a punitive or undesirable discharge, the Board may recommend
to the President that a clemency discharge be substituted

for a punitive or undesirable discharge. Determination of
any period of alternate service shall be in accord with the
Proclamation announcing a program for the return

of Vietnam era draft evaders and military deserters.

Sec. 4. The Board shall give priority consideration to
those applicants who are presently confined and have been
convicted only of an offense set forth in section 2 of this
order, and who have no outstanding criminal charges.

Sec. 5. Each member of the Board, except any member
who then receives other compensation from the United States,
may receive compensation for each day he or she is engaged
upon the work of the Board at not to exceed the daily rate
now or hereafter prescribed by law for persons and positions
in GS~18, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 3109), and may also
receive travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 5703) for persons 1in
the government service employed intermittently.

Sec. 6. Necessary expenses of the Board may be paid from
the Unanticipated Personnel Needs Fund of the President or from
such other funds as may be available.

Sec. 7. Necessary administrative services and support may
be provided the Board by the General Services Administration
on a reimbursable basis.

Sec. 8. All departments and agencies in the Executive
branch are authorized and directed to cooperate with the
Board in its work, and to furnish the Board all appropriate
information and assistance, to the extent permitted by law.

Sec. 9. The Board shall submit its final recommendations

to the President not later than December 31, 1976, at which
time it shall cease to exist.

GERALD R. FORD

THE WHITE HOUSE,

September 16, 1974.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

FACT SHEET

PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED

UNCONVICTED DRAFT EVADER AND MILITARY ABSENTEE

DRAFT EVADER

Report to United States Attorney
where offense was committed

Acknowledge allegiance to the
United States by agreeing with the
United States Attorney to perform
24 months alternate service or less
based on mitigating circumstances

Perform alternate service under
the auspices of the Director of
Selective Service

Director of Selective Service
issues certificate of satis-
factory completion of alter-
nate service ‘

Recelpt by United States Attorney
of a certificate of satisfactory
completion of alternate service

Dismissal of indictment or
dropping of charges

more

MILITARY ABSENTEE
(including Coast Guard)

+

Report as prescribed by
the military department
concerned or for members
of the Coast Guard report
to the Secretary of
Transportation

Oath of Allegiance to
United States

Agree with the concerned
Military Department to
perform 24 months alternate
service or less based

upon mitigating
circumstances

Upon request, Military
Department forgoes prose-
cution, and 1ssues
undesirable discharge

Perform alternate service
under the auspices of the
Director of Selective
Service

« Director of Selective Service

issues certificate of satis-
factory completion of alter-
nate service

Receipt of a certificate of
satisfactory completion of
alternate service by the
concerned Military Department

Clemency discharge substituted
for undesirable discharge




CONVICTED DRAFT EVADER AND MILITARY ABSENTEE

DRAFT EVADER

Apply to Clemency Board

Clemency Board may recommend
clemency to the President

Clemency Board may condition
recommendation of clemency on
period of alternate service

Presldent may grant clemency

MILITARY ABSENTEE
(including Coast Guard)

Apply to Clemency Board

Clemency Board may recommend
clemency to the President,
including substitution of

a clemency discharge for a
punitive or undesirable
discharge

Clemency Board may condition
recommendation of clemency on
period of alternate service

President may grant clemency,
including substitution of a
clemency discharge for a
punitive or undesirable
discharge
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THE WHITE HOUSE

FACT SHEET

PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED

UNCONVICTED DRAFT EVADER AND MILITARY ABSENTEE

DRAFT EVADER

Report to United States Attorney
where offense was committed

Acknowledge allegiance to the
United States by agreeing with the
United States Attorney to perform
24 months alternate service or less
based on mitigating circumstances

Perform alternate service under
the auspices of the Director of
Selective Service

Director of Selective Service
issues certificate of satis-
factory completion of alter-
nate service

Recelpt by United States Attorney
of a certificate of satisfactory
completion of alternate service

Dismissal of indictment or
dropping of charges
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MILITARY ABSENTEE
(including Coast Guard)

Report as prescribed by
the military department
concerned or for members
of the Coast Guard report
to the Secretary of
Transportation

Oath of Allegiance to
United States

Agree with the concerned
Military Department to
perform 24 months alternate
service or less based

upon mitigating
circumstances

Upon request, Military
Department forgoes prose-
cution, and 1issues
undesirable discharge

Perform alternate service
under the auspices of the
Director of Selective
Service

Director of Selective Service
issues certificate of satis-
factory completion of alter-
nate service

Receipt of a certificate of
satisfactory completion of
alternate service by the

concerned Military Department

Clemency discharge substituted

for undesirable discharge
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CONVICTED DRAFT EVADER AND MILITARY ABSENTEE

DRAFT EVADER

Apply to Clemency Board

Clemency Board may recommend
clemency to the President

Clemency Board may condition
recommendation of clemency on
period of alternate service

Presldent may grant clemency

#

MILITARY ABSENTEE
(including Coast Guard)

Apply to Clemency Board

Clemency Board may recommend
clemency to the President,
including substitution of

a clemency discharge for a
punitive or undesirable
discharge

Clemency Board may condition
recommendation of clemency on
period of alternate service

President may grant clemency,
including substitution of a
clemency discharge for a
punitive or undesirable
discharge
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THE WHITE HOUSE

ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

T N )

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

#+ ¢ 313

The United States withdrew the last of 1lts forces
from the Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973.

In the period of its involvement 1in armed hos-
tilities in Southeast Asia, the United States suffered
great losses. Millions served their country, thousands
died in combat, thousands more were wounded, others are
st1ll listed as missing in action.

Over a year after the last American combatant had
left Vietnam, the status of thousands of our countrymen --
convicted, charged, investigated or still sought for
violations of the Military Selective Service Act or of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice -- remains unre--
solved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice
and mercy these young Americans should have the
chance to contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace
among ourselves and with all nations. They should be
allowed the opportunity to earn return to theilr country,
their communities, and their families, upon their agree-
ment to a period of alternate service in the national

interest, together with an acknowledgement of thelr alleglance

to the country and its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense;
failure to respond to the country's call for duty is
also a serious offense. Reconciliation among our people
does not require that these acts be condoned. Yet,
reconclliation calls for an act of mercy to bind the
Nation's wounds and to heal the scars of divisiveness.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the
United States, pursuant to my powers under Article 1I,
Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitution, do hereby proclaim
a program to commence immediately to afford reconciliation
to Vietnam era draft evaders and military deserters upon
the following terms and conditions:

l. Draft Evaders -~ An individual who allegedly
unlawfully falled under the Military Selective Service
Act or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder,
fo reglister or register on time, to keep the local
board informed of his current address, to report for or
submit to preinduction or induction examination, to
report for or submit to induction itself, or to report

more
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for or submit to, or complete service under Section 6(3)
of such Act during the period from August 4, 1964 to
March 28, 1973, inclusive, and who has not been adjudged
gullty in a trial for such offense, will be relieved of
prosecution and punishment for such offense if he:

(1) presents himself to a United States
Attorney before January 31, 1975,

(11) executes an agreement acknowledging
his allegiance to the United States and
pledging to fulfill a period of alternate
service under the auspices of the Director
of Selective Service, and

(i11) satisfactorily completes such
service,.

The alternate service shall promote the national health,
safety, or interest. No draft evader will be given the
privilege of completing a period of alternate service by
service in the Armed Forces.

However, this program will not apply to an individual
who 1s precluded from re-entering the United States under
8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(22) or other law. Additionally, if
individuals eligible for this program have other criminal
charges outstanding, their participation in the program
may be conditloried upon, or pobstponed until after, final
disposition of the other charges has been peached in
accordance with law.

The perlod of service shall be twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Attorney General because of
mitigating circumstances.

2. Military Deserters - A member of the armed forces who
has been administratively classified as a deserter by
reason of unauthorized absence and whose absence commenced
during the period from August 4, 1964 to March 28, 1973,
inclusive, will be relieved of prosecution and punishment
under Articles 85, 86 and 87 of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice for such absence and for offenses directly related
thereto if before January 31, 1975 he takes an oath of
allegiance to the United States and executes an agree-
ment with the Secretary of the Military Department from
which he absented himself or for members of the Coast Guard,
with the Secretary of Transportation, pledging to fulfill a
period of alternate service under the auspices of the
Director of Selective Service. The alternate service shall
promote the national health, safety, or interest.

The period of service shall be twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Secretary of the appropriate
Military Department, or Secretary of Transportation for
members of the Coast Guard, because of mitigating
¢ircumstances.

However, if a member of the armed forces has additional
outstanding charges pending against him under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, hls eligibility to participate
in this program may be conditioned upon, or postponed
until after, final disposition of the additional charges
has been reached in accordance with law.

more



3

Each member of the armed forces who elects to seek
relief through this program will receive an undesirable
discharge. Thereafter, upon satisfactory completion of
a period of alternate service prescribed by the Milltary
Department or Department of Transportation, such individual
wlll be entitled to receive, in lieu of his undesirable
discharge, a clemency discharge in recognition of his
fulfillment of the requirements of the program. Such
clemency discharge shall not bestow entitlement to
benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

Procedures of the Military Departments implementing
this Proclamation will be in accordance with guldelines
established by the Secretary of Defense, present Military
Department regulations notwithstanding.

3. Presidential Clemency Board - By Executive Order
I have thils date established a Presldential Clemency
Board which will review the records of individuals
within the following categories: (i) those who have
been convicted of draft evasion offenses as described
above, (i1) those who have received a punitive or un-
desirable discharge from service in the armed forces for
having violated Article 85, 86, or 87 of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice between August 4, 1964 and March 28,
1973, or are serving sentences of confinement for such
violations. Where appropriate, the Board may recommend
that clemency be conditioned upon completion of a period
of alternate service. However, i1f any clemency discharge
is recommended, such discharge shall not bestow entltle-
ment to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

4., Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of
alternate service in individual cases, the Attorney
General, the Secretary of the appropriate Department,
or the Clemency Board shall take into account such
honorable service as an individual may have rendered prior
to his absence, penalties already paid under law, and
such other mitigating factors as may be appropriate
to seek equity among those who participate in this
program.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
thls sixteenth day of September in the year of
our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the
one hundred and ninety-ninth.

GERALD R. FORD
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THE WHITE HOUSE

ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

HFF #5/3

The United States withdrew the last of 1ts forces
from the Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973.

In the period of its involvement in armed hos-
tilities 1in Southeast Asia, the United States suffered
great losses. Millions served their country, thousands
died in combat, thousands more were wounded, others are
still listed as missing in action.

Over a year after the last American combatant had
left Vietnam, the status of thousands of our countrymen --
convicted, charged, investigated or still sought for
violations of the Military Selective Service Act or of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice -- remains unre-
solved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to Justice
and mercy these young Americans should have the
chance to contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace
among ourselves and with all nations. They should be
allowed the opportunity to earn return to their country,
their communities, and their families, upon thelr agree-
ment to a period of alternate service in the national
interest, together with an acknowledgement of thelr alleglance
to the country and its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense;
fallure to respond to the country's call for duty is
also a serious offense. Reconciliation among our people
does not require that these acts be condoned. Yet,
reconclliation calls for an act of mercy to bind the
Nation's wounds and to heal the scars of divisiveness.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the
United States, pursuant to my powers under Article II,
Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitution, do hereby proclaim
a program to commence immediately to afford reconcillation
to Vietnam era draft evaders and military deserters upon
the following terms and conditions:

1. Draft Evaders - An individual who allegedly
unlawfully failed under the Military Selective Service
Act or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder,
to register or register on time, to keep the local
board informed of his current address, to report for or
submit to preinduction or induction examination, to
report for or submit to induction itself, or to report
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for or submlt to, or complete service under Section 6(jJ)
of such Act during the period from August 4, 1964 to
March 28, 1973, inclusive, and who has not been adjudged
guilty in a trial for such offense, will be relieved of
prosecution and punishment for such offense if he:

(1) presents himself to a United States
Attorney before January 31, 1975,

(11) executes an agreement acknowledging
his allegiance to the United States and
pledging to fulfill a period of alternate
service under the auspices of the Director
of Selective Service, and

(111) satisfactorily completes such
service.

The alternate service shall promote the national health,
safety, or interest. No draft evader will be given the
privilege of completing a period of alternate service by
service in the Armed Forces.

However, this program will not apply to an individual
who 1s precluded from re-entering the United States under
8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(22) or other law. Additionally, if
individuals eligible for this program have other criminal
charges outstanding, their participation in the program
may be conditioried upon, or postponed until after, final
disposition of the other charges has been reached in
accordance with law.

The period of service shall be twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Attorney General because of
mitigating circumstances.

2. Military Deserters - A member of the armed forces who
has been administratively classified as a deserter by
reason of unauthorized absence and whose absence commenced
during the period from August 4, 1964 to March 28, 1973,
inclusive, will be relieved of prosecution and punishment
under Articles 85, 86 and 87 of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice for such absence and for offenses directly related
thereto if before January 31, 1975 he takes an oath of
allegiance to the United States and executes an agree-
ment with the Secretary of the Military Department from
which he absented himself or for members of the Coast Guard,
with the Secretary of Transportation, pledging to fulfill a
period of alternate service under the auspices of the
Director of Selective Service. The alternate service shall
promote the national health, safety, or interest.

The period of service shall be twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Secretary of the appropriate
Military Department, or Secretary of Transportation for
members of the Coast Guard, because of mitigating
circumstances.

However, if a member of the armed forces has additional
outstanding charges pending against him under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, his eligibility to participate
in this program may be conditioned upon, or postponed
until after, final disposition of the additional charges
has been reached in accordance with law.
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Each member of the armed forces who elects to seek
relief through this program will receive an undesirable
discharge. Thereafter, upon satisfactory completion of
a period of alternate service prescribed by the Military
Department or Department of Transportation, such individual
will be entitled to receive, in lieu of his undesirable
discharge, a clemency discharge in recognition of his
fulfillment of the requirements of the program. Such
clemency discharge shall not bestow entitlement to
benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

Procedures of the Military Departments implementing
this Proclamation will be in accordance with guidelines
established by the Secretary of Defense, present Military
Department regulations notwithstanding.

3. Presidential Clemency Board - By Executive Order
I have this date established a Presidential Clemency
Board which will review the records of individuals
within the following categories: (1) those who have
been convicted of draft evaslon offenses as described
above, (ii) those who have received a punitive or un-
desirable discharge from service in the armed forces for
having violated Article 85, 86, or 87 of the Uniform Code
of Military Justice between August 4, 1964 and March 28,
1973, or are serving sentences of confinement for such
violations. Where appropriate, the Board may recommend
that clemency be conditioned upon completion of a perilod
of alternate service. However, if any clemency discharge
is recommended, such discharge shall not bestow entitle-
ment to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

4, Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of
alternate service in individual cases, the Attorney
General, the Secretary of the appropriate Department,
or the Clemency Board shall take into account such
honorable service as an individual may have rendered prior
to his absence, penalties already paid under law, and
such other mitigating factors as may be appropriate
to seek equity among those who participate in this
program,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
thls sixteenth day of September in the year of
our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the
one hundred and ninety-ninth.

GERALD R. FORD
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THE WHITE HOUSE

FACT SHEET
PRESIDENTIAL CLEMENCY BOARD

The President has today established by Executive Order a
nine member Presidential Clemency Board. The Board will
review the records of two kinds of applicants. First; those
who have been convicted of a draft evasion offense committed
between August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973, dnclusive. Second,
those who received a punitive or undesirsble discharge from
the armed forces because of a military absentee offense com-
mitted during the Vietnam era or are serving sentences of
confinement for suech violations. The Board will recommend
clemency to the President on a case=by-case basis. In the
absence of aggravating factors, the Clemency Board would be
expected to recommend clemency.

When appropriate, the Board could recommend clemency conditioned
upon the performance of some alternate serviee. In the case of
a military absentee, the Board could also recommend that a

clemency discharge be substituted for a punitive or undesirable
discharge.

The Board has been instructed to give priority consideration to
individuals currently confined. The President has also asked
that thelr confinement be suspended as soon as possible,
pending the Board's review.

The Board will consider the cases only of persons who apply be=-

fore January 31, 1975. It is expected to complete its work not
later than December 31, 1976.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

FACT SHEET
PRESIDENTIAL CLEMENCY BOARD

The President has today established by Executlive Order a
nine member Presidential Clemency Board. The Board will
review the records of two kinds of applicants. First, those
who have been convicted of a draft evasion offense committed
between August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973, inclusive. Second,
those who receilved a punitive or undesirable discharge from
the armed forces because of a military absentee offense com-
mitted during the Vietnam era or are serving sentences of
confinement for such violations. The Board will recommend
clemency to the President on a case-by-case basis. 1In the
absence of aggravating factors, the Clemency Board would be
expected to recommend clemency.

When appropriate, the Board could recommend clemency conditioned
upon the performance of some alternate service. In the case of
a military absentee, the Board could also recommend that a
clemency discharge be substituted for a punitive or undesirable
discharge.

The Board has been instructed to give priority consideration to
individuals currently confined. The President has also asked
that their confinement be suspended as soon as possilble,
pending the Board's review.

The Board will consider the cases only of persons who apply be-

fore January 31, 1975. It 1is expected to complete its work not
later than December 31, 1976.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

PACT SHEET

PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF VIETNAM ERA
DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

The President has today issued a Proclamation and Executive
Orders establishing a program of clemency for draft evaders

and military deserters to commence immediately. This program

has been formulated to permit these individuals to return to
American society without risking criminal prosecution or in-
carceration for qualifying offenses if they acknowledge their
allegiande to the United States and satisfactorily serve a period
of alternate civilian service.

The program is designed to conciliate divergent elements of
American society which were polarized by the protracted period
of conscription necessary to sustain United States activities
in Vietnam. Thus, only those who were delinquent with respect
to required military service between the date of the Tonkin
Gulf Resolution (August 4, 1964) and the date of withdrawal of
United States forces from Vietnam (March 28, 1973) will be
eligible. Further, only the offenses of draft evasion and
prolonged unauthorized absence from military service (referred
to hereinafter as desertion) are covered by the program.

Essential features of the program are outlined below.

1. Number of Draft Evaders. There are approximetely 15,500
draft evaders petenttally elimible. Of these some 8,700 have
been eonvicted of draft evasien. Approximately 4,350 are under
indictment at the present time, of whom some 4,060 are listed

as fugitives. An estimated 3,000 of these are in Canada. A
further 2,250 individuals are under investigation with no pend-
ing indictments. It is estimated that approximately 130 persons
are still serving prison sentences for draft evasion.

2. Number of Military Deserters. Desertion, for the purposes
of thils program, refers to the status of those members of the
armed forces who absented themselves from military service
without authorization for thirty days or more. During the
Vietnam era it is estimated that there were some 500,000 in-
cidents of desertion-.as so defined. Of this 500,000 a number
were charged with offenses other than desertion at the time
they absented themselves. These other offenses are not within
the purview of the clemency program for deserters. Approximately
12,500 of the deserters are still at large of whom about 1,500
are in Canada. Some 660 deserters are at present serving sen-
tences to confinement or are awalting trial under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice.

3. Unconvicted Evader. Draft evaders will report to the U.S.
Attorney for the district in which they allegedly committed
thelr offense.

Draft evaders participating in this program will acknowledge
their allegiance to the United States by agreeing with the
United States Attorney to perform alternate service under
the auspices of the Director of Selective Service.

more
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The duration of alternate service will be 24 months, but may
be reduced for mitigating factors as determined by the
Attorney General.

The Director of Selective Service will have the responsibility
to find alternate service jobs for those who report. Upon
satisfactory completion of the alternate service, the Director
will issue a certificate of satisfactory completion to the
individual and U.S. Attorney, who will either move to dis-
miss the indictment if one is outstanding, or agree not to
press possible charges in cases where an indictment has not
been returned.

If the draft evader fails to perform the agreed term of alternate
service, the U.S. Attorney will be free to, and in normal circum-
stances will, resume prosecution of the case as provided in the
terms of the agreement.

Aliens who fled the country to evade the draft will be ineligible
to participate in the program.

4. Unconvicted Military Absentees. Military absentees who have
no other pending charges may elect to participate in the program.
Military deserters may seek instructions by writing to:

(a). ARMY - U.S. Army Deserter Information Point,
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana 46216

(b). NAVY - Chief of Naval Personnel, (Pers 83),
Department of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 20370

(¢). AIR FORCE - U.S. Air Force Deserter Information
Point, (AFMDC/DPMAK) Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas 78148

(d). MARINE CORPS - Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, (MC)
Washington, D.C. 20380

Those who make such an election will be required to execute a
reaffirmation of allegiance and pledge to perform a period of
alternate civilian service. Those against whom other charges under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice are pending will not be eli-
gible to participate in the program until these other charges are
disposed of in accordance with the law. Participants in the pro-
gram will be separated with an undesirable discharge. Although
these discharges will not be coded on their face in any manner,
the Veterans Administration will be advised that the recipients
were discharged for willful and persistent unauthorized absence.
They will thus not be eligible for any benefits provided by the
Veterans Administration. /

The length of required alternate civilian service will be
determined by the parent Services for each individual on a case-
by-case basis. The length of service will be 24 months, but may
be reduced for military service already completed or for other
mitigating factors as determined by the parent Service. After
being discharged each individual will be referred to the
Director of Selective Service for assignment to prescribed

work. Upon certification that this work has been satis-
factorily completed, the individual may submit the certification
to his former Service. The Service will then issue g special new
type of discharge ~- a Clemency Discharge -- which will be sub-
stituted for the previously awarded undesirable discharge.
However, the Clemency Discharge shall not bestow entitlement

to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.
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5. Alternate Civilian Service. Determining factors in selecting
suitable alternate service jobs will be:

(a) National Health, Safety or Interest.

(b) Noninterference with the competitive labor market. The
applicant cannot be assigned to a job for which there are
more numerous qualified applicants than jobs avallable.

(¢) Compensation. The compensation will provide a standard
of 1iving to the applicant reasonably comparable to the
standard of living the same man would enjoy if he were
entering the military service.

(d) Skill and talent utilization. Where possible, an
applicant may utilize his special skills.

In prescribing the length of alternate service in individual
cases, the Attorney General, the Military Department, or the
Clemency Board shall take into account such honorable service
as an individual may have rendered prior to his absence,
penalties already pald under the law, and such other mitigating
factors as may be appropriate to seek equity among participants
in the program.

6. No Grace Period. There will not be a grace period for those
outsIde the country to return and negotiate for clemency with the
option of again fleeing the jurisdiction. All those eligible for
the program and who have no additional criminal charges outstanding
who re-enter the United States will have fifteen days to repert

to the appropriate authority from the date of thelr re-entry.
However, this fifteen day period shall not extend the final date
of reporting of January 31, 1975 as set forth in the Proclamation.

7. Inguiries. Telephone inquiries may be made to the following
authorities:

Evaders: Department of Justice: (202) 739-4281

Military Absentees: U.S. Navy: (202) 694--2007
(202) 694-1936

U.S. Marine Corps: {202) 694-8526
U.S. Army: (317) 542-3417

U.S. Air Force: (512) 652-4104
U.S. Coast Guard: (202) 426-1830
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THE WHITE HOUSE

FACT SHEET

PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF VIETNAM ERA
DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

The President has today issued a Proclamation and Executive
Orders establishing a program of clemency for draft evaders

and mllitary deserters to commence immediately. This program

has been formulated to permit these individuals to return to
American society without risking criminal prosecution or in-
carceration for qualifying offenses if they acknowledge their
alleglance to the United States and satisfactorily serve a period
of alternate cilvilian service.

The program 1s designed to conciliate divergent elements of
American society which were polarized by the protracted period
of conscription necessary to sustain United States activities
in Vietnam. Thus, only those who were delinquent with respect
to required military service between the date of the Tonkin
Gulf Resolution (August 4, 1964) and the date of withdrawal of
United States forces from Vietnam (March 28, 1973) will be
eligible. Further, only the offenses of draft evasion and
prolonged unauthorized absence from military service (referred
to hereinafter as desertion) are covered by the program.

Essentlal features of the program are outlined below.

1. Number of Draft Evaders. There are approximately 15,500
draft evaders potentially eligible., Of these some 8,700 have
been convicted of draft evasion. Approximately 4,350 are under
indictment at the present time, of whom some 4,060 are listed

as fugitives. An estimated 3,000 of these are in Canada. A
further 2,250 individuals are under investigation with no pend-
ing indictments. It 1s estimated that approximately 130 persons
are still serving prison sentences for draft evasion.

2. Number of Military Deserters. Desertion, for the purposes
of this program, refers to the status of those members of the
armed forces who absented themselves from military service
without authorization for thirty days or more. During the
Vietnam era it is estimated that there were some 500,000 in-
cidents of desertion as so defined. Of this 500,000 a number
were charged with offenses other than desertion at the time
they absented themselves. These other offenses are not within
the purview of the clemency program for deserters. Approximately
12,500 of the deserters are still at large of whom about 1,500
are in Canada. Some 660 deserters are at present serving sen-
tences to confinement or are awalting trial under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice.

3. Unconvicted Evader. Draft evaders will report to the U.S.
Attorney for the district in which they allegedly committed
their offense.

Draft evaders participating in this program will acknowledge
their allegiance to the United States by agreeing with the

United States Attorney to perform alternate service under N
the auspices of the Director of Selective Service ey
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The duration of alternate service will be 24 months, but may
be reduced for mitigating factors as determined by the
Attorney General.

The Director of Selective Service will have the responsibility
to find alternate service jobs for those who report. Upon
satisfactory completion ©f the alternate service, the Director
will issue a certificatg of satisfactory completion to the
individual and U.S. Attorney, who will either move to dis-
miss the indictment if one is outstanding, or agree not to
press possible charges in cases where an indictment has not
been returned.

If the draft evader fails to perform the agreed term of alternate
service, the U.S. Attorney will be free to, and in normal circum-
stances will, resume prosecution of the case as provlded 1in the
terms of the agreement.

Aliens who fled the country to evade the draft will be 1neligible
to participate in the progran.

4. Unconvicted Military Absentees. Military absentees who have
no other pending charges may elect to participate in the program.
Military deserters may seek instructions by writing to:

(a). ARMY - U.S. Army Deserter Information Point,
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana 46216

(b). NAVY -- Chief of Naval Personnel, (Pers 83),
Department of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 20370

(c). AIR FORCE - U.S. Air Force Deserter Information
Point, (AFMDC/DPMAK) Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas 78148

(d). MARINE CORPS - Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, (MC)
Washington, D.C. 20380

Those who make such an election will be required to execute a
reaffirmation of allegiance and pledge to perform a period of
alternate civilian service. Those against whom other charges under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice are pending will not be ell-
gible to participate in the program until these other charges are
disposed of in accordance with the law. Participants in the pro-
gram will be separated with an undesirable discharge. Although
these discharges will not be coded on their face in any manner,
the Veterans Administration will be advised that the recipients
were discharged for willful and persistent unauthorized absence.
They will thus not be eligible for any benefits provided by the
Veterans Administration.

The length of required alternate civilian service will be
determined by the parent Services for each individual on a case-
by-case basis. The length of service will be 24 months, but may
be reduced for military service already completed or for other
mitigating factors as determined by the parent Service. After
being discharged each individual will be referred to the
Director of Selective Service for assignment to prescribed

work. Upon certification that this work has been satis-
factorily completed, the individual may submit the certification
to his former Service. The Service will then issue a special new
type of discharge -- a Clemency Discharge ~-~ which will be sub-
stituted for the previously awarded undesirable discharge.
However, the Clemency Discharge shall not bestow entitlement

to beneflts administered by the Veterans Administration.
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5. Alternate Civilian Service. Determinling factors in selecting
sultable alternate service jJobs will be:

(a) National Health, Safety or Interest.

(b) Noninterference with the competitive labor market. The
applicant cannot be assigned to a job for which there are
more numerous qualified applicants than jobs available.

(¢) Compensation. The compensation will provide a standard
of 1living to the applicant reasonably comparable to the
standard of living the same man would enjoy if he were
entering the mllitary service.

(d) Skill and talent utilization. Where possible, an
applicant may utilize his special skills.

In prescribing the length of alternate service in individual
cases, the Attorney General, the Military Department, or the
Clemency Board shall take into account such honorable service
as an individual may have rendered prior to his absence,
penalties already paid under the law, and such other mitigating
factors as may be appropriate to seek equity among participants
in the program.

6. No Grace Period. There will not be a grace period for those
outside the country to return and negotiate for clemency with the
option of again fleeing the Jjurisdiction. All those eligible for
the program and who have no additional criminal charges outstanding
who re-enter the United States will have fifteen days to report

to the appropriate authority from the date of their re-entry.
However, this fifteen day period shall not extend the final date

of reporting of January 31, 1975 as set forth in the Proclamation.

7. Inquiries. Telephone inquiries may be made to the following
authorities:

Evaders: Department of Justice: (202) 739-4281

Military Absentees: U.S. Navy: (202) 694--2007
(202) 694-1936

U.S. Marine Corps: (703) 694..8926
U.S. Army: (317) 542-2722
(317) 5h2--2791
(317) 542-2482
U.S. Air Force: (512) 652--4104

U.S. Coast Guard: (202) L426-1830
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FACT SHEET

PRESIDENTIAL CLEMENCY BOARD

The President has today established by Executive Order a
nine member Presidential Clemency Board. The Board will
review the records of two kinds of-applicants. First, those
who have been convicted of a draft evasion offense committed
between August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973, inclusive. Second,
those who received a punitive or undesirable discharge from
the armed forces because of a military absentee offense com-
mitted during the Vietnam era or are serving sentences of
confinement for such violations. The Board will recommend
clemency to the President on a case-by-case basis. In the
absence of aggravating factors, the Clemency Board would be
expected to recommend clemency.

When appropriate, the Board could recommend clemency conditioned
upon the performance of some alternate service. In the case of
a military absentee, the Board could also recommend that a
clemency discharge be substituted for a punitive or undesirable
discharge,

‘The Board has been instructed to give priority consideration to
:individuals currently confined. The President has also asked
ithat their confinement be suspended as soon as possible,
gpendlng the Board's review.

gThe Board will consider the cases only of persons who apply be-
fore January 31, 1975. It is expected to complete its work not
later than December 31, 1976.

}
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FACT SHEET

PROCEDURES TO BE FOLLOWED

UNCONVICTED DRAFT EVADER AND MILITARY ABSENTEE : o

DRAFT EVADER

Report to United States Attorney

where offense was committed

" Acknowledge allegiance to the

United States by agreeing with the
United States Attorney to perform
24 months alternate service or less

~based on mitigating circumstances

" Perform alternate service under

the auspices of the Director of
Selective Service

Director of Selective Service
issues certificate of satis-
factory completion of alter-
nate service

Receipt by United States Attorney
of a certificate of satisfactory
completion of alternate service

Dismissal of indictment or

~dropping of charges

MILITARY ABSENTEE -

(including Coast Guard)

' Report as prescribed by
- the military department

concerned or for members
of the Coast Guard report
to the Secretary of o
Transportation

" Oath of Allegiancé to

United States

Agree with the concerned
Military Department to
perform 24 months alternate
service or less based

upon mitigatihg @ - -
circumstances ‘

Upon request, Military
Department forgoes prose-
cution, and issues
undesirable discharge

Perform alternate service
under the auspices of the
Director of Selective
Service ‘

Director of Selective Service
issues certificate of satis-
factory completion of alter-
nate service i

It

i
Receipt of a certificate of
satisfactory completion of
alternate service by the

concerned Military Department

Clemency discharge substituted
for undesirable discharge




CONVICTED DRAFT EVADER AND MILITARY ABSENTEE

DRAFT EVADER

Apply to Clemency Board

Clemency Board may recommend
clemency to the President

Clemency Board may condition
recommendation of clemency on
period of alternate service

President may grant clemency

MILITARY ABSENTEE
(including Coast Guard)

Apply to Clemency Board

Clemency Board may recommend
clemency to the President,
including substitution of

a clemency discharge for a -
punitive or undesirable
discharge

Clemency Board may condition
recommendation of clemency on
period of alternate service

President may grant clemency,
including substitution of a
clemency discharge for a
punitive or undesirable
discharge

|
i
|
|
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FPACT SHEET

PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF VIETNAM ERA
'DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

The President has today issued a Proclamation and Executive

Orders establishing a program of clemency for draft evaders

and military deserters to commence immediately. This program

has been formulated to permit these individuals to return to

American society without risking criminal prosecution or in-
carceration for qualifying offenses if they acknowledge their

- allegiance to the United States and satisfactorily serve a period

- of alternate civilian service.

The program is designed to conciliate divergent elements of
American society which were polarized by the protracted period -
of conscription necessary to sustain United States activities
in Vietnam. Thus, only those who were delinquent with respect
to required military service between the date of the Tonkin
Gulf Resolution (August 4, 1964) and the date of withdrawal of
United States forces from Vietnam (March 28, 1973) will be

- eligible. Further, only the offenses of draft evasion and
prolonged unauthorized absence from military service (referred
to hereinafter as desertion) are covered by the program.

Essential features of the program are outlined below.

1. Number of Draft Evaders. There are approximately 15,500
draft evaders potentially eligible. Of these some 8,700 have
been convicted of draft evasion. Approximately 4,350 are under
indictment at the present time, of whom some 4,060 are listed
as fugitives. An estimated 3,000 of these are in Canada. A
further 2,250 individuals are under investigation with no pend-
ing indictments. It is estimated that approximately 130 persons
are still serving prison sentences for draft evasion.

2. Number of Military Deserters. Desertion, for the purposes
of this program, refers to the status of those members of the
armed forces who absented themselves from military service
without authorization for thirty days or more. During the
Vietnam era it is estimated that there were some 500,000 in-
cidents of desertion as so defined. Of this 500,000 a number
were charged with offenses other than desertion at the time
they absented themselves. These other offenses are not within
the purview of the clemency program for deserters. Approximately
12,500 of the deserters are still at large of whom about 1,500
are in Canada. Some 660 deserters are at present serving sen-
tences to confinement or are awaiting trial under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice.

3. Unconvicted Evader. Draft evaders will report to the U.S.
Attorney for the district in which they allegedly committed
their offense. :

Draft evaders participating in this program will acknowledge
their allegiance to the United States by agreeing with the
United States Attorney to perform alternate service under
the auspices of the Director of Selective Service.

The duration of alternate service will be 24 months, but may
be reduced for mitigating factors as determined by the
Attorney General.

The Director of Selective Service will have the responsibility
to find alternate service jobs for those who report. Upon
satisfactory completion of the alternate service, the Director
will issue a certificate of satisfactory completion to the
individual and U.S. Attorney, who will either move to dis-
miss the indictment if one is outstanding, or agree not to
press possible charges in cases where an indictment has not
been returned.




If the draft evader fails to perform the agreed term of alternate
service, the U.S. Attorney will be free to, and in normal circum-
stances will, resume prosecution of the case as provided in the
terms of the agreement.

Aliens who fled the country to evade the draft will be ineligible
to participate in the program.

.4. Unconvicted Military Absentees. Military absentees who have
no other pending charges may elect to participate in the program.
Military deserters may seek instructions by writing to:

(a). ARMY - U.S. Army Deserter Information Point,
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana 46216

(b). NAVY - Chief of Naval Personnel, (Pers 83),
Department of the Navy, Washington, D.C. 20370

(c). AIR FORCE - U.S. Air Force Deserter Information
' Point, (AFMDC/DPMAK) Randolph Air Force Base,
Texas 78148

(d) . MARINE CORPS - Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps, (MC)
Washington, D.C. 20380

Those who make such an election will be required to execute a
reaffirmation of allegiance and pledge to perform a period of
alternate civilian service. Those against whom other charges under
the Uniform Code of Military Justice are pending will not be eli-
gible to participate in the program until these other charges are
disposed of in accordance with the law. Participants in the pro-
gram will be separated with an undesirable discharge. Although
these discharges will not be coded on their face in any manner,
the Veterans Administration will be advised that the recipients
were discharged for willful and persistent unauthorized absence.
They will thus not be eligible for any benefits provided by the
Veterans Administration. :

The length of required alternate civilian service will be
determined by the parent Services for each individual on a case-
by-case basis. The length of service will be 24 months, but may
be reduced for military service already completed or for other
mitigating factors as determined by the parent Service. After
being discharged each individual will be referred to the
Director of Selective Service for assignment to prescribed

work. Upon certification that this work has been satis- :
factorily completed, the individual may submit the certification
to his former Service. The Service will then issue a special new!
type of discharge -- a Clemency Discharge -- which will be sub-
stituted for the previously awarded undesirable discharge. !
However, the Clemency Discharge shall not bestow entitlement j
to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration. !

5. Alternate Civilian Service. Determining factors in selecting
suitable alternate service jobs will be:

(a) National Health, Safety or Interest.

(b) Noninterference with the competitive labor market. The
applicant cannot be assigned to a job for which there are
more numerous qualified applicants than jobs available.

- (c) Compensation. The compensation will provide a standard
of living to the applicant reasonably comparable to the
standard of living the same man would enjoy if he were
entering the military service.




(d) Skill and talent utilization. Where possible, an
applicant may utilize his special skills.

In prescribing the length of alternate service in individual
cases, the Attorney General, the Military Department, or the

. Clemency Board shall take into account such honorable service
as an individual may have rendered prior to his absence,
penalties already paid under the law, and such other mitigating
factors as may be appropriate to seek equity among participants
in the program. ' ’ ‘

6. No Grace Period. There will not be a grace period for those
outside the country to return and negotiate for clemency with the
option of again fleeing the jurisdiction. All those eligible for
the program and who have no additional criminal charges outstanding
who re-enter the United States will have fifteen days to report
to.the appropriate authority from the date of their re-entry.
However, this fifteen day period shall not extend the final date

of reporting of January 31, 1975 as set forth in the Proclamation.

7. Inquiries. Telephone inquiries may be made to. the following
authorities:

Evaders: Department of Justice: (202) 739-4281

Military Absentees: U.S. Navy: (202) 694-2007
(202) 694-1936

U.S. Marine Corps: (703) 694-8926
U.S. Army:  (317) 542-2722
(317) 542-2791
(317) 542-2482
U.S. Air Force: (512) 652-4104

U.S. Coast Guard:  (202) 426-1830
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EXECUTIVE ORDER .

DELEGATION OF CERTAIN FUNCTIONS VESTED IN THE
PRESIDENT TO THE DIRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE

By virtue of the authority vested in me as

M

R

President of the United States, pursuant to my powers

Ay

under Article II, Sections 1, 2 and 3 of the Constitution,

énd under Section 301 of Title 3 of the United States

-

Code, it is hereby ordered as follows:

-

Section 1. The Director of Selective Service

- is designated and empowered, without the approval,

ratification or other action of the President, under
such regulations as he may prescribe, to establish,
implement, and administer the program of alternate
service authorized in the Proclamation annoﬁncing a
program for the return of Vietnam era draft evaders
and military deserters.

Sec. 2. Departments and agencies in the Executive
branch shall, upon the request of the Director of
Selective Service, cooperate ahd‘assist in the im-
plementation or administration of the Director's
duties under this Order, to the extent permitted by

law.

THE WHITE HOUSE,

September 16, 1974.

i
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EXECUTIVE ORDER

ESTABLISHING A CLEMENCY BOARD TO REVIEW CERTAIN
CONVICTIONS OF PERSONS UNDER SECTION 12 OR 6(3)

OF THE MILITARY SELECTIVE SERVICE ACT AND CERTAIN
DISCHARGES ISSUED BECAUSE OF, AND CERTAIN CONVIC-
TIONS FOR, VIOLATIONS OF ARTICLE 85, 86 or 87 OF
THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE AND TO MAKE
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE CLEMENCY WITH RESPEC'I_‘
THERETO .

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President
of the United Stateé by Section 2 of Article II of the
Constitution of the United States, and in the interest
of the internal management of the Government, it is
ordered as follows:

Section 1. There is hereby established in the
Bxecutive Office of the President a board of 9 members,
which shall be knowh as the Presidential Clemency Board.
The members of the Board shall be appointed by the-
President, who shall also aesignate its Chairman.

Sec. 2. The Board, under such regulations as it
may prescribe, shall examine the cases of peréons who
apply for Executive clemency prior to Jahuary 31, 1975,
and who (i) have been convicted of violating Section 12 or
6(j) of the Military Selective Service Act (50 App.
U.S.C. §462), or of any rule or regulation promulgated
pursuant to that section, for acts committed between
August 4, 1964 and March 28, 1973, inclusive, or (ii) have
received punitive or undesirable discharges as a conse-
quence of violations of Article 85, 56 or 87 of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice (10 U.S.C. §§ 885, 886,
887) that occurred between August 4, 1964 and March 28,
1973, inclusive, or are servin§ sentences of confinement
for such violations. The Board will only consider the

- cases of Military Selective Service Act violators who

were convicted or unlawfully failing (i) to regis

register on time, (ii) to keep the local boardfiﬁforme
. L+

4

of their current address, (iii) to report for dr subm;é

Y
F

to preinduction or induction examination, (iv) tO“rébort for
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or submit to induction itself, or (v) to repdrt for or
submit to, or complete service under Section 6(j) of
such Act. However, the Board will not consider thg
cases of individuals who are precluded from re-entering
the United States under 8 U.S.C. 1182{a) (22) or other
law. | o

Sec. 3. The Board shall report to the President its
findings and recommendations as to whether Executive clemency
should be graﬁted or denied in any case. If clemency is recom-
mended, the Board shall also recommend the form that such
clemency should take, including clemency conditioned upon a
period of alternate service in the national interest. 1In the
case of an individual discharged from the armed forces with
a punitive or undesirable discharge, the Board may recommend
to the President that a clemency discharge be substituted
for a punitive or undesirable discharge. Determination of
any period of alternate service shall be in accord with the
Proclamation announcing a érogram for the return
of Vietnam era draft evaders and military deserters.

Sec. 4. The Board shall give priority consideration to
those applicants who are presentiy confined and have been
convicted only of-an offense set forth in section 2 of this;
order, and who have no outstanding criminal charges.

Sec. 5. Each member of the Board, except any member

who then receives other compensation from the United States%
méy receive compensation for each day he or she is engagedg
upon the work of the Board at not to exceed the daily rateg
now or hereafter prescribed by law for persons and positions
in GS-18, as authorized by law (5 U.S.C. 3109), and may also
receive travel expenses, including per diem in lieu of sub-
sistence, as authorized by law (5 u.s.cC. 5703) for persons in
the government service employed intermittently.

Sec. 6. Necessary 2apinses of the Br.d may be paid from
<he Uaaanticipated Personnel Mzedes rund of the President or from

such other funds as m.y we available.
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Sec. 7. Necessary administrative services and support may
be provided the Board by the General Services Administration
on a reimbursable basis.

Sec. 8. All departments and agencieé in the Executive
branch are authorized and directed to cooperate with the
Board in its work, and to furnish the Board all appropriate
Vinformation and assistance, to the extent permitted by law.

Sec. 9. The Board shall submit its final recommendations
to the President not later than December 31, 1976, at which

time it shall cease to exist.

THE WHITE HOUSE,

September 16, 1974.
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ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The United States withdrew therlast of its forces
from the Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973.

In the period of its involvemont in armed hos-
tilities in Southeast Asia, the United States suffered
great losses. Millions served thei.: country, thousands
died in combat, thousands more were wounded, others are
still listed as missing in action.

Over a year after the last American combatant had
left Vietnam, the status of thousanus of our countrymen --
convicted, charged, investigated or still sought for
violations of the Military Selective Service Act or of
the Uniform Code of Military Jusiice =-- remains unre-
sqlved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justicé
and mercy these young Americans should have the |
chance to contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace

among ourselves and with all nations. They should be

allowed the opportunity to earn return to their country,

their communities, and their families, upon their agree-

ment to a period of alternate service in the national
interest, together with an acknowledgement of their allegiance
to the country and its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense;
failure to respond tc the country's call for duty is

also a serious offense. Reconciliation among our peopgé%
S

a/,’o—»
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does not require that these acts be condoned. Yet, /v 4
o =
ca s . . () >
reconciliation calls for an act of mercy tc bind thelo >
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Nation's wounds znd o heal the scars of éivisivencss.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President qf the
United States; pursuant to my powers under Article II,
Sections 1, 2 and 3 of_thg anstitution, do herebyfprpclaim
a program to comménce immediately‘to affd%d‘reconéiliation
to Vietnam era draft evaders and military deserters upon
the following terms and conditions:
1. Draft Evaders - An individual whoiallegedly
unlawfully failed under the Military Selective Service
- Act or any rule or regulation promulgated thereunder,
to register or register on time, to kéep the local
board informed of his current address, to report for or
submit to preinduction or induction examination, to
report for or submit to induction itself, or to report
for or submit to, or complete service under Section 6(j)
of such Act during the period from August 4, 1964 to
March 28, 1973, inclusive, and who has not been adjudged
'guilty in a trial for such offense, will be relieved of ‘
prosecution and punishment for such offense if he:
(i) presents himself to a United States
Attorney before January 31, 1975,
(ii) executes an agreement acknowledging
his‘allegiance to the United States and
pledging to fulfill a period of alternate
service under the auspices of the Director

of Selective Service, and

(iii) satisfactorily completes such

service. |
The alternate service shall promote the national health,
safety, or interest. No draft evader will be given the
privilege of completing a period of alternate service by
service in the Armed Forces.

However, this program will not apply to an individual

who is precluded from re-entering the United States under j“';”@\

8 U.S.C. 1182(a) (22) or other law. Additionally, if -

individuals eligible for this program have other criminal = ..~

charges outstanding, their participation in the program




may be conditioned upon, or postponeduuntil after, final

disposition of the other charges has been reached in
accordance with law.

-The period of service shall be twenty-four months,
.ﬁhich may be reduced by the,Atthnéy_Géneral because of

mitigating circumstances. - = T

2. Military Deserters - A member of the armed forces who

has been administratively classified as a deserter by

- reason of upauthorized absence and whose absence commenced

. during the period from August 4, 1964 to March 28, 1973,

inclusive, will be relieved of prosecution and punishment

‘under Articles 85, 86 and 87 of the Uniform Code of Military

. Justice for such absence and for offenses directly related .

thereto if before January 31, 1975 he takes an oath of
allegiance to the United States and éxecutes an agree-

ment with the Secretary of the Military Departmeht from
which he absented himself or for members of the Coast Guard,:

with the Secretary of Transportation, pledging to fulfill a

‘} period of alternate service under the auspices of the

- Director of Selective Service. The alternate service shall |

§ promote the national health, safety, or interest.

The period of service shall be twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Sectetary of the appropriate t
Military Department, or Secretary of Transportation for
members of the .Coast Guard, because of mitigating

circumstances.

However, if a member of the armed forces has additional
outstanding charges pending against him under the Uniform
Code of Military Justice, his eligibility to participate

in this program may be conditioned upon, or postponed

‘until after, final disposition of the additional charges

has been reached in accordance with law.




Each member of the armed forces who elects to seek
relief through this program will receive an undesirable
;discharge. Thereafter, upon satisfactory completion of
a peiiod,of aiternate service prescribed by the Military
,Departmen£ of Dépérﬁment of Transportation, such individual
will be entitled to receive, in lieu of his undesirable N
‘discharge, a.clemendy diséhafge in recognition of his
fulfillﬁent of the requirements of the program. Such
~ clemency discharge shall not bestow entitlement to
benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

Procedures of fhe Military Departments implementing
this Proclamation will be in accordance with guidelines
established by the Secretary of Defense, present Military
Department regulations notwithstanding.

3. Presidential Clemeﬁcy Board - By Executive Order

I have this date established a Presidential Clemency
Board which will review the records of individuals
within the following categories: (i) those who»have
been convicted of draft evasion offenses as described
above, (ii) those who have received a punitive or un-
desirable discharge from service in the armed forces for

having violated Article 85, 86, or 87 of the Uniform Codef

1

i

of Military Justice between August 4, 1964 and March 28,‘
1973, or are serving sentences of confinement for such %
violations. Where appropriate, the Board may recommend |
that clemency be conditioned upon completion of a period |
of alternate service. However, if any clemency discharge
is recommended, such discharge shall not bestow entitle-

ment to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

4. Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of

alternate service in individual cases, the Attorney
General, the Secretary of the appropriate Department,

or the Clemency Board shall take into account such
honorable service as an individual may have rendered prior

to his absence, penalties already paid under law, and__.
r"ﬁ. Q\‘ £ Q'?o\'
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such other mitigating factors as may be appropriate
to seek equity among those who participate in this
program.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand
this sixteenth day of September in the year of
kbur Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four, and of the
Independence of the United States of Ameriéa the

one hundred and ninety-ninth.
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ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

The United States withdrew the last of its forces from the
Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973.

In the period of its involvement in armed hostilities in
Southeast Asia, the United States suffered great lossgs.
Millions served their country, thousands died in combat,
thousands mor.-e were wounded, others are still listed as
missing in action,

Over a year after the last American combatant had left
Vietnam, the status of thousands of our countrymen -- con-
victed, charged, investigated or still sought for violatio-ns of
tﬁeinlitary Selective Service Act or of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice -- remains unresolved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice and
mercy these young Amer-icans should have a second chance to
contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace among ourselves
and with.all nations. They should be aliowed the opportunity
to earn return to thei? country, their communities, and their
families, upon their agreement to a period of alternate service
in the national interest, together with an acknowledgement of
their allegiance to the country a‘nd its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offcnse;

l 7
alen 3
failure to respond to the country's call for duty is likewise

SEMDBDS oTEnse.
’ . Reconciliation among our pcople does not
require that these acts be condoned. Yet, reconciliation

calls for an act of mercy to bind the Nation's wounds and

to heal the scars of divisiveness.

i3




NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the
United States, pursuant to my powers undér Article II, Sections 2
and 3 of the Constitution, do hereby proclaim a program to com-
mence immediately to afford reconciliation to Vietnam era draft
evaders and military deserters upon ;he following terms and

conditions:

l. Draft Evaders - An individual who allegedly unlawfully

failed under the Military Selective Service Act or any rule or
regulat.ion promulgated thereunder, to register or register on
time, to keep the local board informed of his current address,
to report for or submit to preinduction .or-induction examina-
tion, to report for or S!.J.bmit‘ to induction itself, or to report
for or sub‘r'nit to, or compiete service under Section 6(j) ofA
such Act during the period from August 4, 1964 to March 28,
1973, inclusive, and who has not been adjudged guilty in a
trial for such offense, will be relieved of prosecution and
punishment for such offense if he:

(i) presents himself to a United States Attorney before

January 31, l975,

(ii) executes an agreeme(nt acknowledging his allegiance

to the United States and pledging to fulfill a period of : p-

alternate service under the auspices of the Director of

Selective Service, and g

(iii) satisfactorily completes such service.
The alternate service shall promote the national health, safety,
or intercst,

However, the program will not apply to an individual who

is precluded from re-entering the United States under 8 U.S. C,

1182(a) (22) or other law. Additionally, if individuals cligible for

this program have other criminal charges outstanding, their
participation in the program may be conditioned upon or post- ((

poned until after, final disposition of the other charges has

been reached in accoardance with law,




Draft evaders chose not to accept the responsibility of

military service when their Nation called. Thus, no draft

evader will be given the privilege of completing a period of

alternate service by service in the Armed Forces.

The period of service shall be twenty-four months,

which may be reduced by the Attorney General because of

mitigating circumstances.



2. Military Deserters - A member of the military who has

been administratively classified as a deserter by reason of un-
authorized absence and whose absence commenced during the
period from August 4, 1964, to March 28, 1973, will be relieved
of prosecution and punishment under Articles 85, 86 and 87 of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice for such absence and for offenses
'

directly related thereto if before January 31, 1975 he takes an oathi
of allegience to the United States and executes an agreement with
the Secretary of the Military Department from which he is absent pledging
to fulfill a period of alternate service under the auspices of the
Director of Selective Service. The alternate service shall promote
the national health, safety, of interest.

. The period of service shall be twenty-four months, whic_:h may
be reduced by the Sec'retary~ of the appropriate Military Department
because of mitigating circumstances. -

H'ewever, if a member of the military has additional outstanding
charges pending against him under the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, his eligibility to participate in this program may be
conditioned upon, or postponed until after, final disposition of the
additional charges has been reached in accordance with law.

Each such member of the military who elects to seek relief through
this program will receive an undesirable discharge from military
service. Therecafter, upon satisfactory completion of a period of
alternate service prescribed by the Military I?epartmené, such
individual will be entitled to receive, in lieu of his undesirable discharge,
a clemency discharge in recognition of his fulfillment of the requirements
of this program. Such clemnency discharge shall not bestow entitlement
to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

Procedures of the Military Departments implementing this
Proclamation will be in accordance with guildelines established by the
Secretary ot Defense, present Military Department regulations x;j}\fwzﬁl;gljmdinu.

)
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3. Precsidential Clemency Board - By Executive Order I have

this date established a Presidential Clemency Board which will review

the records of individuals within the following categories: (i) those

who have been convicted of draft evasion offenses as described above,

(ii) those who have received a punitive or undesirable discharge from
military service .for having violated Article _85, 86, or 87 of the

Uniform Code of Military Justice between August 4, 1964 and

March 28, 1973, or are serving sentences of confinement for such
violations. Where appropriate, the Board may recommend that clemency
be conditioned upon completion of a period of alternate service. However,
if any clemency discharge is recommended, such discharge shall not

bestow entitlement to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

4, Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of alternate
service in individual cases, the Attorney General, the Secretary of the
appropriate Military Departments, or the Clemency Board shall take
_into account s‘uch honorable service as an individual may have rendered
prior to hi; absence, penalties already paid under law, and such other
mitigating factors a'.s.may be appropriate to ;‘,eek equity among those
who participate in this program.

In witness whereofv, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of September in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one .

hundred and ninety-ninth.



ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

The United States withdrew the last of its forces from the
Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973.

In the period of its involvement in armed hostilities in
Southeast Asia, the United States suffered great losses.
Millions served their country, thousands died in combat,
thousands mo::e were wounded, others are still listed as
missing in action,

Over a year after the last American combatant had left
Vietnam, the status of thousands of our countrymen -~ con-.
victed, charged, investigatéd or still sought for viola.tio‘ns of
theinlitarsr Selective Service Act or of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice -- remains unresolved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice and
mercy these young Amer-icans should have a second chance to
contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace among ourselves
and with»all nations. They should be allowed the opportunity
to earn return to thei-r country, their communities, and their
families, upon their agreement to a period of alternate service
in the national interest, together with an acknowledgement of
their allegiance to the country and its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense;

} -
ale~ 3
failure to respond to the country's call for duty is likewise

SEHIDLLS OTTHenté.
. Reconciliation among our pcople does not
require that these acts be condoned. Yet, reconciliation

calls for an act of mercy to bind the Nation's wounds and

to heal the scars of divisiveness,




NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the
United States, pursuant to my powers undér Article II, Sections 2
and 3 of the Constitution, do hereby proclaim a program to com-
mence immediately to afford reconciliation to Vietnam era draft
evaders and military deserters upon .the'following terms and

conditions:

l. Draft Evaders - An individual who allegedly unlawfully

failed under the Military Selective Service Act or any rule or
regulation promulgated thereunder, to register or register on
time, to keep the local board informed of his current address,
to report for or submit to preinduction .or'induction examina-
tion, to report for or submit to induction itself, or to report
for or submit to, or compléte service urlcier Section 6(j)-of.
such Act during the period from August 4, 1964 to March 28,
1973, inclusive, and who has not been adjudged guilty in a
trial for such offense, will be relieved of prosecution and
punishment for such offense if he:

(i) presents himself to 2 United States Attorney before

January 31, 1975,

(ii) executes an agreeme'nt acknowledging his allegiance

to the United States and pledging to fulfill a period of -

alternate service under the auspices of the Director of

Selective Service, and

(iii) satisfactorily completes such service.
The alternate service shall promote the national health, safety,
or interest.

However, the program will not apply to an individual who

is precluded from re-entering the United States under 8 U.S.C.

1182(a) (22) or other law. Additionally, if individuals eligible for
this program have other criminal charges outstanding, their
participation in the program may be conditioned upon or post-

poned until after, final diaposition of the other charges has

beoen reached in aceordance with law.




Draft evaders chose not to accept the responsibility of
military service when their Nation called. Thus, no draft
evader will be given the privilege of completing a period of

“alternate service by service in the Armed Forces.

The period of service shall be twenty-four months,

which may be reduced by the Attorney General because of

mitigating circumstances.




2. Military Deserters - A member of the military who has

been administratively classified as a deserter by reason of un-
authorized absence and whose absence commenced during the
period from August 4, 1964, to March 28, 1973, will be relieved
of prosecution and punishment under Articles 85, 86 and 87 of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice for such absence and for offenses
directly related thereto if before January 31, 1975 he takes an oath
of allegience to the United States and executes an agreement with
the Secretary of the Military Department from which he is absent pledging
to fulfill a period of alternate service under the auspices of the
Director of Selective Service. The alternate service shall promote
the national health, safety, or interest.

. The period of service shall be twenty-four months, which may
be rgduced by the Secretary: of the appropz;iate Military Department

because of mitigating circumstances.
H’owever, if a member of the military has additional outstanding
charges pending against him under the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, his eligibility to participate in this program may be
conditioned upon, or postponed until alfter, final disposition of the
additional charges has been reached in accordance with law.
Each such member of the military who elects to seek relief through
this program will receive an undesirable discharge from military
service. Thereafter, upon satisfactory completion of a period of
alternate service prescribed by the Militar): Department;, such
individual will be entitled to receive, in lieu of his undesirable discharge,
a clemency discharge in recognition of his fulfillment of the requirements
of this program. Such clemency discharge shall not bestow entitlement
to bencfits administered by the Veterans Administration.
Procedures of the Military Departments implementing this D iR
Proclamation will be in accordance with guidelines established by the

Secretary of Defense, present Military Department regulations notwithstanding.



3. Presidential Clemency Board - By Executive Order I have

this date established a Presidential Clemency Board which will review

the records of individuals within the following categories: (i) those

. who have been convicted of draft evasion offenses as described above,

(ii) those who have received a punitive or undesirable discharge from
military service for having violated Article _85, 86, or 87 of the

Uniform Code of Military Justice between August 4, 1964 and

March 28, 1973, or are serving sentences of confinement for such
violations. Where appropriate, the Board may recommend that clemency
be conditioned upon completion of a period of alternate service. However,
if any clemency discharge is recommended, such dischargé shall not
bestow entitlement to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

4. Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of alternate

service in individual cases, the Attorney General, the Secretary of the
apprbpriate Military Departments, or the Clemency Board shall take
_into account s'uch honorable service as an individual may have rendered
prior to hig absence, penalties already paid under iaw, and such other
mitigating factors as.may :be appropriate to ;eek equity among those
who participate in this program.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of September in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy-four,

and of the Independence of the United States of America the one

hundred and ninety-ninth.
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ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATION

The United States withdrew the lgst of its forces from the
Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973.

In the period of its involvement in armed hostilities in
Southeast Asia, the United States suffered great losses.
Millions served their country, thousands died in combat,
thousands more were wounded, others are still listed as
missing in action.

Over a year after the last American combatant had left
Vietnam, the status of thousands of our countrymen -- con- |
vicj:ed, charged, invesfigated or still sought for violations of
the Military Selective Service Act or of the Uniform Code of
Military Justice -- remains unresolved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice and
mercy these young Americans should have a second chance to
contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace among ourselves
and with-all nations. They should be allowed the opportunity
to earn return to their country, their communities, and their
families, upon their agreement to a period of alternate service
in the national interest, together with an acknowledgement of
their allegiance to the country and its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense;
failure to respond to the country's call for duty is likewise
unacceptable, Reconciliation among our people does not

~require that these acts be condoned. Yet, reconciliation

calls for an act of mercy to bind the Nation's wounds and

?\‘ Faeo ‘
to heal the scars of divisiveness. (:5’ e
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the
United States, pursuant to my powers under Article II, Sections 2
and 3 of the Constitution, do he>reby proclaim a program to com-
mence immediately to afford reconciliation to Vietnam era draft
evaders and military deserters upon the following terms and
conditions:

l. Draft Evaders - An individual who allegedly unlawfully

failed under the Military Selec‘tive Service Act or any rule or
regulation promulgated thereunder, to registér or register on
time, to keep the local board informed of his current address,
to report for or submit to preinduction or induction examina-
tion, to report for or submit to induction itself, or to report
for or submit to, or complete service under Section 6(j) of
such Act during the period from August 4, 1964 to Marcfh 28,
¥9Z3, inclusive, and who has not been adjudged guilty in a
trial for such offense, will be relieved of persecution and
punishment for such offense if he:

(i) presents himself to a United States Attorney before

January 31, 1975,

(ii) executes an agreeme’nt acknowledging his allegiance

to the United States and pledging to fulfill a period of

alternate service under the auspices of the Director of

Selective Service, and

(iii) satisfactorily completes such service.
The alternate service shall promote the national health, safety,
or interest.

However, the program will not apply tb an individual who
is precluded from re-entering the United States under 8 U.S.C.
1182(a) (22) or other law. Additionally, if individuals eligible for
this program have other criminal charges outstanding, their
participation in the program may be conditioned upon or post-

poned until after, final disposition of the other charges has s
K :> Wl 0'?0\

been recached in accordance with law. PAY
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Draft evaders chose not to accept the responsibility of
military service when their Nation called. Thus, no draft
evader Will‘ be given the privilege of completing a period of
alternate service by service in the Armed Forceé.

The period of sérvice shall be twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Attorney General because of

mitigating circumstances.




2. Military Deserters - A member of the military who has

been administratively classified as a deserter by reason of un-
authorized absenc;: and whose absence commenced during the
period from August 4, 1964, to March 28, 1973, Will be relieved
of prosecution and punishment under A;'ticles 85, 86 and 87 of the
Uniform Code of Military Justice for s.uch absence and for offenses
directly related thereto if before January 31, 1975 he takes an oath
of allegience to the United States and executes an.agreement with
the Secretary of the Military Department from which he is absent pledging
to fulfill a period of alternate service under the auspices of the
Director of Selective Service. The alternate service shall promote
the national health,_ safety, or interest.

The period of service shall be‘twenty—fo,ur months, whiqh may
be reduced by the Secretary of the appropriate Military Department
because of mitigating circumstances.

However, if a member of the military has additional outstanding
charges pending against him under the Uniform Code of Military
Justice, his eligibility to participate in this program may be
conditioned upon, or postponed until after, final disposition of the
additional charges has been reached in accordance with law.

FEach such member of the military who elects to seek relief through
this program will receive an undesirable discharge from military
service. Thereafter, upon satisfactory completion of a period of
alternate service prescribed by the Military Department, such
individual will be entitled to receive, in lieu of his undesirable discharge,
a clemency discharge in recognition of his fulfillment of the requirements
of this program. Such clemency discharge shall not bestow entitlement
to benefits administered by the Veterans Administration.

Procedures of the Military Departments implementing this
Proclamation will be in aécordance with guidelines established by the
Secretary of Defense, present Military Department regulations notwlthstandi(nlg

i
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3. Presidential Clemency Board - By Executive Order I have

this date established a Presidential Clemency Board which will revigw

the records of individuals within the following categories: (i) those

who have been convicted of draft evasion offenses as described above,

(ii) those who have received a punitive or undesirable discharge from
military s.ervice for having violated Article 85, 86, or 87 of the

Uniform Codé of Military Justice between August 4, 1964 and

March 28, 1973, or are serving sentences of confinement for such
violations. Where appropriate, the Board may recommend that clemency
be conditioned upon completion of a period c;f alternate service. However,
if any clemency discharge is recommended, such discharge shall not
bestow entitlement to benefits administered by the' Veterans Administration.

4. Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of alternate

service in individual cases, the Attorney General, the Secretary of the
appropriate Military Departments, or the Clemency Board shall take
into account such honorable service as an individual may have rendered
prior to his absence, penalties already paid under law, and such other
mitigating factors as may be appropriate to seek equity among those
who participate in this program.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of September in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred seventy—.four,
and of the Independence of the United States of America the one

hundred and ninety-ninth.




ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The United Séétes withdrew the last of its forces
from the Republic of Vietnam on-March 28, 1973. '

In the period of its involvement in armed hos-
tilities in Socuthe .t,Asia, the United States suffered

“ 5 Whiliad  Cowes JAOCE fnuia cOU J
great losses. /amy thousands died in combatgf thousands
more were woundedQ/;thers are still listed as missing
in action.

Over a year after the last American combatant had
left Vietnam, the status of thousands of our countrymen --
convicted, charged, investigated or still sought fo£
violations of the Military Seiective Service Act or of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice -- remains unre-
solved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice
and mercy these young Americans should have a second
chance to contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace
among ourselves and with all nations. They should be
allowed the opportunity to earn return to their country,
their communities, and their families, upon their agree-
ment to a period of alternate siﬁé%ﬁé in fhe national
interest, together with an indicatien of their allegiance
to the country and its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense;
failure to respond to the country's call for duty is
likewise unacceptable. Reconciliation among our people
does not require that these acts be condoned. Yet,

reconciliation calls for -an act of mercy to bind the

Nation's wounds and to heal the scars of divisiveness.
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the
En}ted States, as—Cemmander—in-Chief—and pursuant to +he- v gﬁ
@mzﬂéglpowerPénd.thewduty=faéth£a}%y—to—exeGu%e—the~1aws: b
previded-by Article II, Sections 2 ard 3 of the Constitution,
do hereby éroclaim a program to commence immediately to
afford reconciliation to Vietnam era draft evaders and

military deserters upon the following terms and conditions:

l. Draft Evaders - An individual who alzfgedly
Vel TR f‘\\tudb’w\ S0Qectanre Ulal-\

unlawfully failedAto register or register on time, to

keep the local board informed of his current address,

to report'for or submit to preinduction or induction

examination, to report for or submit to induction itself,

or to report for or submit tg?ébmplete elternate service
W\Qﬁ/\ [ectionn (ob)\? D\A(j& Rd N Y

,1dur1ng the period from August 4, 1964 to March 28, 1973,
inclusive, and who has not been adjudged guilty in a .
trial for such offense, will be relieved of prosecution
and punishment for such offense 1€ he: (i) presents himself
to a United States Attorney before January 31, 1975,
(ii) executes an agreement acknowledging his allegiance

to the United States and pledging to fulfill a period of

alternate service under the auspices of the Director of

i _(the selective Service, and (iii) satisfactorily completes

such service. The alternate service shall promote the

natiqgal health, safety, or interest.

.//””fo»Draft evaders chose not to accept the responsibility

of military service when their Nation called. Thus, no
draft evader will be given the privilege of discharging
his obligation to complete a period of alternate service
by service in the Armed Forces.
< The period of service shall be twenty-four months,
mt‘w“_ch
but may be reduced by the Attorney General because of
mitigating circumstances. : iy g,
te————— = ,{ c *-VU kww\'\
ﬁ'-.l}tkji"-— ' 3 g DA CC\GAM, W\,NJZ Mi’ c‘«/% Pl-u} 0 LAA 2
Wb "r AL LL ). i/ l‘ R 7 2 -,,A.»\\? "{A?gm U paass o ' { f'\i;\ oS e W
O e WL O GLQ e c;fk'«&*..i_u_ \k'_uu..‘), -~ ”1:“
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2. Military Deserters - g@mbers of the military who

ha&gjgeen administratively classified as deserterg by
reason of unauthorized absence and whose absence commenced
during the period from August 4, 1964, to March 28, 1973,
will be relieved 6f prosecution and punishment under
Aiticles 85, 86 and 87 of the Uniform Code of Military

Justice for such absence and for offenses dlrectly related L TN

oo oot 'j' ,.JO)\AMQLJ{'O'L;J"{ U

thereto if before January 31, 197§ﬁ§h?yAexecutesan agree-
ment with the Secretary of the Military Department from
N N S . . ,

which they—are absen se—te
the-United—States—and- pledging to fulfill a period of
alternate service under the auspices of the Director of
Selective Service for a period of twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Secretary of the appropriate
Military Department because of mitigating circumstances.

G

The alternate service shall promote the national *ﬁmm Nﬂﬂ36-~
health, safety, or 1nterestfx However, Lf“any—aaeh—inéévééua&

has additional outstanding charges pending against him under
b wliaild,

the Uniform Code of Military Justice he—wélt;ﬁe—el& gible ll&ﬁ‘l
y o—«-\\;e ¢ o iz My ’pmpm.ug

to participate in this program ee%y—a£ter&u:f1nal disposition
of the additional charges has been reached in accordance

with law. 1=

,MO\ AMV.Q\ NV\MM»@O\"(‘“’\Q‘ M\\j’ \

Atl—sueh—desexters who electSto seek relief through
this program will receive an undesirable discharge from
military service. Thereafter, upon satisfactory com-
pletion of a period of alternate serv1c§:prescr1bed by

UiV
the Military Department, the—iwmsiwiduai will be entitled
to receive, in lieu of his undesirable discharge, a

clemency discharge in recognition of his fulfillment of

the requlrements of th? program. Such clemency discharge
i ) \ "JICL\

shall K not-aaffeetf entitlement to benefits administered by

the Veterans Administration.
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3.\ Presidential Clemency Board - Many 1nd1v1duals,at

present s%and convicted of ‘araft nva51oqur.have~reﬁe1ved

Qj‘k’ \C.Q_LA
rea g
.pun*ttve-e; unde51rab1e discharges from ilitary g&rv1ce'b d4] “9
\ 1./" . ‘:-,4'._‘_.; .-ﬁ;-
for having v1ola€éd Articles 85, 864 or 87 of the Uniform | )
%yﬁkuwn?ﬁwb
Code of Military Justice. B gecutive Order, I have A2 cmsed

this date establishe;\é’fggggdential Clemency Board which

f L 3iﬂ’ i L3 t]. I -
ident that clémency

will review the

and recommend td\fh

. Where appropriate, the
Board may recommend that clemency be conditioned upon
completion of a period of alternate service., However,
if any clemency discharge is recommended, such discharge
shall not-aééizzr;ntitlement to benefits administered by

the Veterans Administration.

4., Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of

alternate service in individual cases, the Attorney
General, the Secretary of the appropriate Military Depart-
ments, g;a'the Clemency Board shall take into account such
honorable service as an individual may have rendered prior
to his absence, penalties already paid under law, and

such other mitigating factors as may be appropriate
_'O,qp Cr /M

to assure equity between those,; whe—served—their-ecountry
&r————*’J?QKVNﬂ?iQ M
when—caiied—and—thase'Who«wti%ﬂserve under this program.
In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand this
day of September in the year of our Lord
nineteen hundred seventy-four, and of the Independence

of the United States of America the one hundred and

ninety-ninth.

&s o/
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ANNOUNCING A PROGRAM FOR THE RETURN OF
VIETNAM ERA DRAFT EVADERS AND MILITARY DESERTERS

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

The United Sﬁates withdrew the last of its forces
from the Republic of Vietnam on March 28, 1973. |
In the period of its involvement in armed hos-
tilities in Southeast Asia, the United States suffered
great losses. Many thousands died in combat; thousands
more were wounded; others are still listed as missing

in action.

Over a year after the last American combatant had
left Vietnam, the status of thousands of our countrymen --
convicted, charged, investigated or still sought for
violations of the Military Selective Service Act or of
the Uniform Code of Military Justice -- remains unre-
solved.

In furtherance of our national commitment to justice

and mercy these young Americans should have a second
chance to contribute a share to the rebuilding of peace
among ourselves and with all nations. They should be
allowed the opportunity to earn return to their country,
their communities, and their families, upon their agree-
ment to a period of alternate service in the national
interest, together with Qﬁfﬁﬁﬁiézgiﬁﬁvgf their allegiance
to the country and its Constitution.

Desertion in time of war is a major, serious offense;
failure to respond to the country's éall for duty is
likewise unacceptable. Reconciliation among our people
does not require that these acts be condoned. Yet,
reconciliation calls for an act of mercy to bind the

Nation's wounds and to heal the scars of divisiveness.

e e T e o A A .
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NOW, THEREFORE, I, Gerald R. Ford, President of the

- United States, as—€Commander—in Chief and pursuant to Eﬁé

pasden powersa i : execute t] S

A vader .
pngzggggshyxA::icle I1I, Sections 2 ané=-3 oﬁxthe Constitution,
do hereby proclaim a program to commence immediately to
afford reconciliation to Vietnam era draft evaders and
military deserters upon the following terms and conditions:

l. Draft Evaders - An individual who allegedly
underthe M éifvr\/ Selechve Service Act

unlawfully failedﬁﬁo register or register on time, to

keep the local board informed of his current address,
to report'for or submit to preinduction or induction
examination, to report for or submit to induction itself,

or to report for or submit t;'complete\a&teraate servicecnﬂkffkc.ﬁ(SJ
% obedehAct
during the period from August 4, 1964 to March 28, 1973, ..

s PTIYN RS

inclusive, and who has not been adjudged guilty in a
trial for such offense, will be relieveq'of prosecution

and punishment for such offense‘§£.he_ui)%presents himself

to a United States Attorney before January 31, 1975,

|
‘;4$Tii) executes an agreement acknowledging his allegiance

to the United States and pledging to fulfill a period of
alternate service under the auspices of 223 Director of

#%e Selective Service, anéhkiii) satisfactorily completes

,,E?Ch service. .The alternate service shall promote the ara’r?ﬁz
bl ; #
| \
national health, safety, or interest. yﬁwufﬂ3 mzé?hfgzﬁjhj
'
N 35 o s
Draft evaders chose not to accept the responsibility wh® ;JM . }L/
of military service when their Nation called. Thus, no ;ﬁ;a?$ﬂ“
draft evader will be given the privilege of discharging ) 7ﬁf:b.r' [
- 2 ¥ U “’A<,\
his obligation to complete a period of alternate service ~?J7;\,3
hga(®
by service in the Armed Forces. }1(¢f“#
oW

The period of service shall be twenty-four months,
thh

bmt may be reduced by the Attorney General because of

mitigating circumstances.

[ 2]
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2, Military Deserters jkﬂgmbers of the military who

haén been administratively classified asfdeserteri by
reason of unauthorized absence and whose absence commenced
during'the period from August 4, 1964, to March 28, 1973,
will be relieved of prosecution and punishment under
Articles 85, 86 and 87 of the Uniform Code of Military
Justice for such absence and for offenses directly related :
he $akexan oath ol 5lfe prawee fo the nifed
thereto if before January 31, 1975 #hey, execute an agree- Stafes

wef

ment with the Secretary of the Military Department from

which m sbeent / acknewiadaing-Ereis—eiiegtaoe—to
the United—States—anrd pledging to fulfill a period of
alternate service under the auspices of the Director of
Selective Service for a period of twenty-four months,
which may be reduced by the Secretary of the appropriate
Military Department because of mitigating circumstances.
The alternate service shall promoée the national

wewes.t & member of fhe wilytor,
health, safety, or intereSt.4¥ég;evg§,&I£~aa§2¥qgh_iaéiqqdua; '

has additional outstanding charges pending against him under

the Uniform Code of Military Justice, c{ i 7 Seligiblé'fx -

maybe cond itiontd vpon or sf{o vvits [ o=
eﬁége ;ga{?df J

to participate in this program afser—a fi sposition »

of the additional charges has been reached in accordance

with law.
Eoaeh memberof the w) itar
A3+l such deggb%ers who’eQecg:to seek relief through

this program will receive an undesirable discharge from

military service. Thereéfter, upon satisfactory com-

pletion of a period of alternate service prescribed by

the Military Department, st%(eb individual will be entitled

to receive, in lieu of his undesirable discharge, a ’f
clemency discharge in recognition of his fulfillment of

the ;equirements of the program. Such clemency discharge

shail notfggggg% entitlement to benefits administered by

the Veterans Administration.

é
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4 5%‘;“ themenl,
3. Presidential Clemency Board - Many individuals at ppems; 5555
; grther . ofFenses s desc ribgdshove,0FL: J;:h les
present stand convicted o%cﬂraft evasion&ar have received Vlgﬁ;*ﬁﬂ
5 &30 T

.. A ¢
punitive—or undesirable discharges from # Military pervice {ﬁﬁiﬁﬁédr

A,""‘ . \‘J
for having violated Articles 85, 86, or 87 of the Uniform of thiter)

Jush er,
Code of Military Justice. By Executive Order, I have Ezgﬁiwu
this date established a Presidential Clemency Board which s '
o

will review the records of individuals in this category
who apply, and recommend to the President that clemency
be granted in appropriate cases. Where appropriate, the
Board may recommend that clemency be conditioned upon
completion of a period of alternate service., However,
if any clemency discharge is recommended, such discharge
shall not.gggﬁg% entitlement to benefits administered by
the Veterans Administration.

4, Alternate Service - In prescribing the length of

alternate service in individual cases, the Attorney

General, the Secretary of the appropriate Military Depart-

ments, gﬁh the Clemency Board shall take into account such

honorable service as an individual may have rendered prior

to his absence, penalties already paid under law, and

such other mitigating factors as may be appropriate

to asgaei;e equity mmu-muh&!—cm-tty

when—ealled—and~+hese who wgaa,ﬁigﬁgfiiﬁé¥ this program.,

In witness whereof, I haye hereunto set my hand this

day of September in the year of our Lord

nineteen hundred seventy-four, and of the Independénce

of the United States of America the one hundred and

ninety-ninth.





