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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

March 4 , 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR PHILIP BUCHEN 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

, , I I ·' ' 
RON NESSEN Y 1--f· /~­

tf - i' 

/ 

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT REQUEST 

Attached is a letter from Maxine Cheshire of the WASHINGTON POST, 
which was received March 4, 1975, by Larry Speakes of my staff, 
who handles inquiries from Mrs. Cheshire. 

I would appreciate your a dvice before replying to this letter. 

Digitized from Box 55 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library
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Phil: 
I 

These au T. • ~ es ~ions were left over from t yes erday's bri· M· I · eI lnrr 
. . 0 I doubt if they will 

come up today in the same fashion~ but a 
gener~l statement of p · 

residential policy regarding the operation 
of the FBI would be helpful for Ron ±~x~aY~ in 

case the siioject 
comes up today. 

Jack Hushen 

I . . v .. 

FBI 
Deakin: Has the President requested a report from the AG re. the FBI 
breaking into the Alexandria home. Does the President feel there are 
circumstances under which the FBI should be able to enter a private 
home without a search warrant? 

Ted Knap: vVhat is the President's reaction to the FBI report concerni~g 
disruptive action taken against the socialist party. 

Mort Kondracke: Did Levi receive instructio!'ls from the- President to 
bring for the first time, the FBI operation completely under the AG? 

~ -

- - ·--·----·- -- ---- ---~--- ---
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l:lO·p.m. 
Friday, M:arch 21 

Eva., 

I had a call from a John Stevens in Boston who is the 
collecting agent for Avis Rent-a-car re a bill owed 
to Avis by Eric Rosenberger of the Nessen staff . The 
bill is for $222.37. Avis is supposedly bring a 
civil suit against Mr. Rosenberger. 

I spoke with Mr. Rosenberger regarding the call. He 
i:-ir1·~catee! thCJ.t h2 h :d spoken to ·r::- St2v2rs :.nr". h•·J. 
advid~d him to send whatever to him with a copy to 
Mr. Buchen. He also indicated that the bill had been 
sent to the White House (disbursement I guess) and 
he thinks they may have paid the bill now (submitted 
his claim twice). He didn't seem too interested in 
really finding out whether the bill had been paid. He 
also gave Mr. Stevens his room # as being 750 - EOB. 
The telephone directory shows otherwise. 

I called Jay and explained the matter to him. Jay 
said he would speak to Mr. Rosenberger . 

I have not mentioned to Mr. B. 
if we tell him at all. 

Shirley 

and think we should wait 



-
Eva, 

Mr. Buchen asked me what had happened 
on this which I knew nothing of. 
I did talk with Sara about it and 
she is sending me a note saying she 
is now 100% sure that ..... . 

Shirley 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

4/23 

Shirley: 

Attached is a copy of the Jayson 
letter as it went out. It was cleared 
by Friedersdorf, Marsh and Cheney. 

On the answer to question #5 {which 
we wanted Mr. Buchen' s clearance on) 
I checked on 3/31/75 with Billy 
Shaddix down in our Photo Office and 
he confirmed definitely (and has 
backup) that all photos used for 
political purposes are indeed p~1fef:f'~.f! 
by the RNC. 7~'> ~\ 

1- f!" !.... ... 

A note of interest - - Mr. Ne 1\.'511en' s : 
office says that they got back a very Y' 
cordial note from Jayson who was--__...... 
please with such a complete and ,,( 
informative letter. Sara ,(J .. 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

Mr. Lester S. Jayson 
Director 

\VAS H I N GT 0 N 

March 2l, l975 

Congressional Research Service 
The Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C. 20540 

Attention: Dr. Virginia McMurtry 

Dear Mr. Jayson: 

In response to your letter to me of March 6, 1975, I am including 
b e low the answers to your questions about the White House Photographic 
Office you reported that a member of Congress requested answers to: 

l. How many photo ,graphers whose salaries are pa id from Federal 
funds are attached to the White H ouse at the present time? 

The re are currently five photographers who are ass i gned to the 
White House Photo Office and are paid by the White House. 

2. A re any of these photographers on loan to the ·white House from 
other Executive Branch departments and agencies? If so, ho\v manv? 

None of these photographers is on loan to the White House from any 
other Executive branch, department or agency. 

3. By Yvhich Executive Branch departments, agenci es, or other sources 
of funds are the salaries of the White House photographers paid? 

Since none of the photographers is assigned from' an Executive branch, 
department or agency, each is paid by the White House. 

4 . Is there any existing reg:ulation or po licy which differentiates 
b e°t'Neen using the Vlhite Ho u se hotograohers for private or 
as contrasted with public or official ass ignments? If so , 
kindly describe such regulation or policy? 

-

" 

I 
i, 
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The White House Photo Office policy is that all White House 
photog raphers will perform only o fficia l photography while on duty . 
A check -...vith each of the photographers indicates that none perform 
any freelance photography as they are always on call to serve the 
President and cannot make advance commitments of an u..riofficial 
nature to perform on their own time. 

5. If a picture taken by a White House photographer for official 
purposes is subsequently used for political purposes, such as . 
campaign publicity, is any reimbursement or other form of pay ment 
made? Please describe how this ro..atter is handled. 

Any official White House photographs which are subsequently used 
for political purposes are paid for by the Republican National 
Committee. 

6. We would appreciate any additional information or comments 
which you believe to be relevant to this inquiry. · 

Most of the photographs issued by the White House Photo Office go to 
fulfill requests from the American public. Since most of these requests 
are for pictures of the President or the First Lady, we have used 
substantial numbers of lithograph photos to reduce the costs 
substantially per print. The second largest category of requests , 
after those from the genera l pubiic, includes requests from members 
of Congress for their personal use and for their constituents . 
Additionally, in the pa st six months we have placed tighter contra l on the 
number of official photographs which are sent to citizens who meet with 
the President. 

W e do not send out unsolicited photographs to anyone . vVe have als o 
instituted a policy whereby a ny photographs which go t o a p ublication 
on an exclusive basis are also made available upon request to any 
l egitimate news medium on the date of publication of these exclusive 
photos. Occasionally, the White House Photographer may cover an 
event which was not covered by the press photographers. If his 
photographs are of particular news value and requested by the press, 
they are released for publicationr 

..... 
It should also be noted that the primary purpose··of the White House 
Photo Office is for · historical documentation of the Presidency. 
A 11 photographs and negatives of the President at the close of each 
Administration are sent to the N ationa l Archives and 
for preservation. 

; .. ::: . ~·-; . 
-' ..;.._ ... -.:.·:: : ..:. ·-: 
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I hope these answers are helpful to you. 

Ronald H. Nessen 

Press Secretary to the President 

f 

, _ 

' ·. 1 ·" .. -, ~ . 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

t 

3/28/75 

Eva: 

Mr. Buchen called on the Lester Jayson 
letter we sent through him for clearance. 

He wanted to make absolutely certain sure 
that the answer to question #5 was indeed 
true (i. e. any official White House photographs 
used for political purposes are paid for 
by the RNC) 

I checked with the Photo Office and they 
assured me that they were 90% certain 
this is the policy, but that to make sure 
100% I should check with the man who sends 
the bills in for payment (Billy Shaddix) who 
will be in on Monday. 

We'll just hold the letter until the group 
returns from Palm Springs -- we'll have 
then checked it out completely. 

Thanks. 

_f~ 
Sara Currence 
Dave Hoopes' s Office 

f 
v ' 



Friday 3/28/75 

4:05 This has been approved by Mr. Cheney and 
is O. K. to send out if you and Friedersdorf 
say it1 s O. K. 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Date: 3/28/75 
----~~ ........ ------~ 

TO: PHILIP W. BU CHEN 

FROM: DAVID C. HOOPES 

FYI: [ ] 

Comment: 

Could you please look over the attached 
letter to be sent from Ron Nessen to 
Lester Jayson and let me know as soon 
as possible if you have any problems -­
we need your clearance especially for 
the answer to #5. 

Thank you. 
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THE vVHITt: HOUSE 

Mr. Lester s. · Jayson 
Director 

WASHINGTON 

Congressional Research Service 
. The Library of Congress 
Washington, D. C . 20540 

Attention: Dr. Vir ginia _1v1cMurtry _ 
I) 

Dear Mr. Jayson: 

In response to your l etter to ine of March 6, 1975 , I am including 
b e low the answers to your questions about the _\Vhite House Photographic 
Office you re.porte d that a member of Congress requeste d answers to: 

fo1_1d~-~re attached to the White House at the present time? 

There are currently five -photographers who are assigned to the 
White House Photo Office and are paid by the White House . 

2. !\re an_y __ of these photographers on loan to t!:i~ White House fror::1 
other Executive Branch departments and agencies? · If so, how __ m.a~? 

None of these photographers is on loan to the White House fron1 any 
other Executive branch, department or agency. 

3. By whi~.l:_~:xecutive B_ranch departments, agenci es , or other sources 
of funds are the sa laries of the White House £.b.o!_~~Ehers_l:?_~id? 

Since none of the photographers is assigned .fron-i an Executive branch, 
d e pa rtrnent or agency, each i s paid by the Vlhite House . 

4. Is there a10.:'. exi sting re .c:; u!ation or poiicy -..vhich differentia tes 
be~·ee~~ing th e White J.fou s ~hotographers for p:rivat e o_~J? .... C:.£.::30n~l 
as co:;·1 ~0. s t e d wi ~h ou Hi e or ofiic_~a L as s i gnrn._e nts l_..!L.~-~~~J:~Y.9~ 
~· p d ., L l • ,. ? ~!2~_!:..:C ___ ';;E_ cnr~ e ;:; uc 11 r e g_~ , a~1on ~r o ?._ncy_. 
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The Vlhite House Photo Office policy is that a ll White House 
photographers w i ll perform only official photography v.rhile on duty. 
A check w i th each of the pho tographers i ndicates that none perform_ 
any fr ee lance photog:caphy as they arc always on call to serve the 
President an d cannot n:lake advance comrnitmcnts of an unofficial 
nature to perforn1 on the ir own time. 

5. If a pi-:tu~ taken b~_l_Yhit~Hous ~_Rho~gr a_Ehe r for official 
p urposes is subs eque11 tly used for political_Eurposes , si:::_~h as 
~a rnpai~1blicitv, i s a1~y reirnburse rnent __ or other forrn of payn1cnt 
m a de ? P I ea s e de s c rib e how t hi s matter is hand t ed . 

- .P.ny official White House photographs which are subsequently used 
for poli tical purpos es are paid for by the Republican N a tional 
C om.m.ittee, 

6. We would appreciate a ny additiona l information or conunents 
whic12_y~u be l ieve to be _re l eYant to this inquiry. 

Most of the photographs is sued by th e White House Photo O ffice go to 
fulfill r equests frorn the America n pub li c, Since most of these requests 
a r e for pichtres of the President or the First Lady, we have used 
slbstant1ai num~ers ot ilthograpb photos to reduce the costs 
substanti a lly p er print. The second l a r ges t category of reque sts , 
after those from the gene r a l public, includes reques t s frorn members 
of Congress for the ir per<sona l use and for their constituents . 
Additionally , i n the p as t six months we h ave placed t i ghte r control on the 
number of official photographs which are sent to citi zens who rnee t with 
the Pre s i dent . 

We do not send our unsolicite d photographs to anyone . vVe have a l s o 
in stituted a policy whereby any photo g r aphs which d:o to a publica tion 
on a n exclusive basis are a l so made avai lab l e uporf r eque st to any 
l egitimate news medium on the date of publica tion of these exclusive 
photo s . Occas ionally, th e ·white House Photogr2pher may cover an 
event which was not cove red by the press photographers . If his 
photo graphs a r e of particula r news va lue and requested by the press , 
they a r e relea sErl for publication. 

It should also b e noted that the primary purpo s e of the White House 
Photo O ffice i s for hi s torical documentation of the Presidency. 
A 11 photographs and negatives of the President at the clos .~h 
Administration a r e sent to the Nati ona l Archives a nd Re ~ds Se~~ce 

~ f" for preservation. 1a1 ; 
d ~ 

~-4 -
l-/ 
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I hope these answers are helpful to you. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald H. Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 

I 



TH ;:: 1N H IT :: H 0 U S c 
\V A 5 H ! N GT 0 N 

Aj:>ril 12 , 1975 

ME~/10RA1'JDU:M FOR WHITE HO\.JSE SENIOR STAFF 

FEOM: RON NESSEN 

Attached is a copy of Secretary Kis singer 1 s BACKGROUND briefing 

for newsmen Thursday evening prior to the President 1 s address to 

the Joint Session of Congress. 

This transcript is provided to you for your information and to increase 

your understanding of the factors underlying the Presid~nt1 s sp~ech. 

Because of the sensitive nature of the information and the ground 

rules under which the information '.Vas given, I ask your diligent 

protection of the source. Under those ground rules, the information 

can only be attributed to 11Admi:'.'listration officials . 11 

• 

• 



Some items in this folder were not digitized because it contains copyrighted 
materials.  Please contact the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library for access to 

these materials. 
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T HE \ \"H l fF. HO 1 ·c.;E 

\\.\,.H l :-;t , l ():>; 

April 15 , 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: JACK MARSH 

F ROM: RON NESSEN 

Attached find a copy of a scurilous article which appears in this 

week's New York Magazine. I have outlined the key sentence in 

yellow. It suggests -- without any evidence whatever -- that 

G e rald Ford may have attended a meeting with Nixon and other 

I 

'. I 
- I 
I 

-. 

White House officials on June 22, 1972, at which hush money payments 

for the Watergate burglars were discussed, as well as a plan to 

use the CIA to head off a Watergate investigation. 

I1m surprised that any responsible reporter would use such flimsy 

suggestions as the basis for a question. Nevertheless at my briefing 

today I was asked whether I could state categorically that the President 

was not at this meeting. 

I w ould like to nail this one down very hard and very fast. Can y ou 

get m e an a nswer by the close of busine ss today or fi rst thing in t he 

m orning? 

[_ 
• 
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1· ~~ir:ce Ge..-::ld Ford's ascension to !'he presidency, he has 
i! m:ide a namber of dis:urbing d.ecisions in fore!gn and 
(l comestic 2Teo which are more prcip· erly of personal con-
1:1;.· cern to Richcrd Nixon tha11 they are to the country. 
j Incidents such as Ford's request that Cor.gress allocate 
1: S850,00. 0 for l\ixon's transitional expenses,· Ford's main­il tenance of Nixon's San Clemente staff with his own White 
,1 

1
1 HoJ.5~ fun':!s; tb~ secretly ne5.Q t~a te::! Ford-Nixon t::!pes 

!Ii .c5<eement; the pardon of Richard ::.ixon; Leon J aworski's 
l refusal to prevent or to challenge the pardon; Ford's s4d­
JI den revival of an abandoned and discred.i.te.d Viat.n?rh . 
1! policy-these and other domestic and foreign actio.ns have . 
.~ so far bailed political observers. G iven Ford's re.,utation 
!'.,· - r for political caution. ii not timidity, it is difficult_to believe 
! that he has bee:i acting voluntarily . . 

'

I.· The explanation. for ford's bizarre behavior may lie in . 
evidence which indicates that Gerald Ford was present at-

1 a meeting of high Nixon-.administration officials during 
I which. support pa:ym.enl,5 for the Watergate burglars and 

I,
.;:·!:. John Mitchell's· ulan to use the CIA to head ofI the FBI 

investigation int~ the Watergate break-iri' were discussedt 
The meeting, which appears to have tak.e·n place on June.-~ 
22, 1972, five days after the Water0.;.ate break-in, .was 

Ii · arte11ded by Nix~n. Mitchell, Haldeman, Ehrlichman, 

I
;,':.. Colson, and Clark ~lacGregor,-among others_ The meeting 

began in the Roosevelt Room at 9 A.M .• moved at 10 A.M. 

· to Nixon's Executive Office Building offic_~ across the street 

I 
from the White House, and continued until 11: 30 A.M. 

1 
. President Nixon was present for the last hour and a half 
of the meeting, 2;-id a tape of that portion exists. 
· The White House has persistently failed to either con­

firm or deny Ford's presence at this crucial Watergate 
meeting, but Ford "himself has indicated that some such 

IJ meetir.g did indeed take place. 

I
::,· During F01d's vice-presidential hearings in November, 

1973, Congressman George Danielson asked Ford whether 
he had had any discuss ions with Nixon or with Nixon's 
aides about ra!sing bail · money or defense funds for the 

f 
ti 
'I 

II 
ll .I 

I\ 
!I 
Ii 

Watergate burglars. Ford said that he had not. Then thJ! 
following ext;aordinary exchange took place: 

MR. DANIELSON : Have you at. any time since June 
17, 1972, the day of Watergate, spoken persona11y or 
by tdephone wi th the President, I\fr. I\·1itchel1, the 
foqner Arto~r.ey General, Mr. Haldeman, Mr. Ehr­
lichDan, Jchn Dean, Mr . Colson, r'-1 r. Magruder, or 
anyone else at the White House concerned [sic] 
the raisi;-ig of funds for the support of the families 
of rhe Watergate defe:-tdants? 

MR. FORD: None whatsoever. Where I moy have 
ci:!lled, I might have casually s:iid, in a meeting 
where there we~e a number of people that I though t 
it was, if it was being done, it cught to be stopped 
and if it was thought of as an underta'.<ing, it ought 
not to be dor.e. 

This time, Ford's denial was in fact an admission of I;. 
involvemer.t, although couched in terms rn v2gue that I Da:1i"'lson ar:d fr.e ccmmittee failed to comorchend its 

I, s:~;~~c~:ice. (Co:;gr~sr.:i! n Danielson. com~enting on 
Fo~J·s re5po:i;e :o h!s questions, recently told us th3t "one 

I C0!.11:l infer th:it i~ere w:is scch a mee'.ing." and that Ford 
l 

w:is not speak:ng out of fant.:isy but "out of r.::coUcctio:i.") 
Cert3inly, Ford \vou1d h:ivc: been r.. 1og;c:il c:~.:..:~c~ ~J at­

tend :it leas t oi:;:; of th~ slratq:y meet::igs t'1:it follJ-...ved 
the \\'E!:<::rg:ltc br~"'.: in. ,\f:.:r ail. he h:i.d k:i;)•::'1 G. G:>r· 
don Liddy s'.:::e 19.:i3, and h2d rccom;:ier.c!ed L!::lcy, t:-.-::1 
a dde:.;:.:d inccpeadent Republic2n congr::s~io:::i.l ca11C:i­
date i!l u;:isra:e :\ew York; to Eugene: Ros~ic.l:::s, wbo f:.l.YC 

him a job in the Treasury Depar~ment. \1/_,en, tw.:> yc~<rs 
later, Rossidcs dismissed him, Liddv went to wcrk z,s· a 

. "' ' 0 + th \ "'- "• I-I " 1 ·b,. " l Dec0 ·...,·J~" m-mc~r o. . e ,, i.1.e ouse p um _rs. n - -··' , ... 
1971, Liddy wc.s assigned as counsel to Tohn Mi<cn<:>ll's 
Com~ittee for the Re-election of the P!"esider.t. 

.On Thursday morning, June 22, 1972, five days 2fter 
the Watergate break-in end three years after Gera!d Ford 
had brought G. Gordon Liddy to \Vashi:igton , Liddy 
se~m7d on lhe. verge. of ?estr~ying the party's ch;mces of 
wn1.I11ng a n:it10:1al . .... lect.ron. Ir any two men 2~ tn:!~ JL!:-:e. 
22, · 1972, )"hu:sd:iy-morning mee: ing ,,.,.ou:d have fr'.t a 
profound sense of responsibility for what had happened. 

·}hey would)1ave been John Mitchell and Gerald Ford. 
Ford's assi:iciation '.vith Gordon Liddy would not have:: 

been. the only reason for his presence at the June 22 meet­
ing. There was also the CIA connection. (According to a 
White House tape of a meeting between Nixon and Halde­
man on Friday morning, June 23, 1972, Mitcheli had for­
mulated the CIA cover-up plan the day before, and Dean 
had analyzed it th~t night_) From 1955 through 1965, Ford 
had been a member of a small committee overseeing CIA 
appropriations, and, according fo his own testimony, had 
detailed knowledge of CIA covert activities. When Ford 
assumed the post of minority leader, his responsibilities 
in this area ended, but there is no reason to beiieve that 
his knowledge o f CIA operations and his closeness to 
CIA officials had diminished. On the contrary, they may 
have increased. We know that in.1970, Ford, in his efforts 
to impeach Justice Douglas, worked closely with John 
Mitchell (then attorney general and a member of the "40 
Committee," the country's top national security intelligence 
organization, one of whose five members is head of the 
C!A); Ford received information on Douglas from Mitch· 
ell, who had gotten it from the FBI and the CIA. 

Thursday, June 22, was the last possible day that Ford 
could have been briefed on Watergate and still· have had 
time to convey the administration's pos!tion on \Vatergate 
to his congressional troops. The next day, Friday, Ford was 
scheduled to leave with Representative Hale Boggs, the 
Democratic majority leader, on a long-planned two-week 
trip to China at the request of President Nixon. Even 
though Ford was to breakfast with Nixon on Friday morn­
ing, before · boarding a plane. a t Andrews Air Force Base, 
the meeting would also have been attended by Boggs. 
Ford's trip to China could not have come at a worse time 
for the White House. It would have been far more de­
sirable to bve Ferd at his post a;id in a position to l::elp 
orchestrate Republican congressional and party responses 
to \Vatergate devefopments. But to cancel the trip might 
have suggested White House a:-,xiety over what Ron 
Ziegler had termed "a third-rate burglary." 

The meeting on Thursday, June 22, was the first brain­
storming meeting since the break-in a t the Democratic :Na­
tion3] Committee headquarters on Saturday, Ji:ne 17, 1972. 
(The meeting which \Vould have nonnally taken place on 
Monday, Jur.e 19, had not ~~;J~l-faldern:m h ad cee:i 
in Key Biscayne with N~; M:'ri '! and other CR? 
officials had been in C lD'ornia .) ,-

The most com?iete r ~rd of the t; 1 90 r;;inuks of 
this two-a;id-a-half-hou r , eetin;; wo be contained in 
the White House ta;:ies, t, for iy; ns best know11 to 
himse!f, the only material pe.,· , to this c=t!:ig \\hich 
Leo:1 J2worski en~ered into evider,ce we;e the Halde;-;-;J.:i, 
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·April 16, 1975 

MEM ORANDUM FOR THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

FROM: JERRY JONES 

The audio only portion of the Preside;nt' s questions and 
answer s at the American Society of Newspape r Editor s 

will be on Channel 6 at 1 :2 5 p. m . , today • 

• 



THE \\.HITE HOUSE 

W . .\SHI:\ GTO :\ 

April 2 3, 197 5 

ME?vfORA_rDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

. 0 LI// FROM: RON NESSEN If' ! J · t.. -

Could you look at the attached letter and give me 
suggestions on its contents , if they should be changed? 

The check addressed to me was in a Republican 
Finance Committee envelope with no correspondence 
of. any kind. Apparently it had been sent, in addition 
to a check for them, and they passed it along. 

I have no idea who Ralph L . Hill is, and of course 
want to return the check to him. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W 1\ SH I:\' GTO:'\ 

April 23, 1975 

Dear Mr. Hill: 

I am returning the check which the Republican 
National Finance Committee fo11warded to me, made 
out in my name for $50. 

I presume this is a campaign contribution, and 
if so., it should be made out to the Republican National 
Committee and sent directly to them. I have nothing 
whatever to do with campaign donations for the 
Republican National Committee. 

Sincerely, 

Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary 

to the President 

Mr. Ralph L. Hill 
4625 Oakwood Place 
Riverside, California 92506 

-..-, 
~-­RALPH L. HILL -__ , ':::"' N~. JI I fa -

4625 OAKWOOD PL. _ ~. __ _ 
RIVERSIDE;·.CA 92506 °'.".'' = 

... --.' 

PAY TO THE 

ORDER OF 

Riverside Main Office --
3773 Main St., Riverside;Ca. 92501 

rmcnitt
Rectangle



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 7, 1975 

dEMORANDUM TO THE WHITE HOUSE STAFF 

FROM: Ron Nessen 
Press Secretary to the President 

SUBJECT: "Ground Rules" Regarding Interviews with Newsmen 

Most White House officials have occasion to be interviewed by the news media concerning matters pending bef ore them or to discuss general Administration policy. The President supports and encourages increased accessibility to the media, balanced, of course, with the need to insure a proper and timely flow o f information t o the public. 

There are certain ground rules t o be observed when talking to a reporter. The most important rule -- and the one most often misused or misunderstood -- concerns the attribution of infor­mation given to a newsman by s omeone on the White House staff . 

It is the responsibility of the person releasing the information to aet the level of attribution -- on the record, on background, on deep background , o ff the record, or for guidance. 

It is the reporter's job to seek the highest level of attribution for his story . If no discussion of attribution occurs, the reporter is correct to assume the information is on the record. 

The five types of attribution under which the Press Office operates are as follows: 

ON THE RECORD: All statements are directly quotable and attributable , by name and t itle, to the person who is making the statement. 
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ON BACKGROUND: All statements are directly quotable, but 
they cannot be attributed by name or specific title to the 
person commenting. The type of attribution to be used should 
be spelled out in advance: A White House official, an 
P..drninistration spokesman, a government lawyer, or whatever. 

ON DEEP BACKGROUND; Anything that is said in the interview 
is usable b-:..it not in direct quotation and not fo r attribution. 
The reporter writes it on his own, without s aying it comes 
from any government department or official. 

NOTE: Reporters generally dislike this form of 
attribution and it should be used only in the most 
delicate circumstances and urgent news. Too often, 
government o fficials use 11 deep background" to plant 
or leak stories or to get the reporter t o stick his 
neck out when the official has only part of the 
information. 

OFF THE RECORD: Information given "off the record 11 is for 
the reporter s ' knowledge only and is not to be printed or made 
public in any way. The information also is not to be taken to 
another source i n hopes of getting official confirmation. This 
form is mainly used to prevent reporters from speculating along 
inaccurate lines. 

NOTE: Reporters do not like to obtain information "off 
the record " because they have to sit on it while their 
competitors are able to get it 11on background" somewhere 
else and print it. Some absolutely refuse to hear it, 
so it is essential to secure a reporter's agreement 
before going "off the record." But if there is good 
reason -- and the reason is clear -- they will go along 
with it . 

GUIDANCE: Reporters often will ask f or nguidance" on the 
particular timing or status of an event. In this case, they 
believe the y are receiving the information on a "background" 
basis , and no t "off the record," and the information will be 
used in stories which say 11White House sources predicted that 
the appointment would be made this week . 11 It must be made 
clear when g iving a reporter "guidance" whether he can use the 
information in a story . 
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It is important to understand that the terms "off the record," 
"background," "deep background, 11 and "guidance" are much 
misused, even by reporters themselves. To avoid confusion 
which might have serious consequences, make sure you and the 
reporter know exactly how he is receiving his information and 
to whom he can attribute it before the interview begins. 

You should both understa:-i.d not only which o f t he categories 
you are speaking under, but exactly what that category means 
to the other person . 

One of the most commonly misunderstood uses of attribution is 
by the government official who says to a reporter that he is 
supplying the information off the record and not to quote him. 
By saying, "Don't quote me, 11 the source is really talking 
"on background" and not "off the record," so the reporter feels 
he is entitled to use the information as long as he doesn't 
attribute it to a specific source. 

Those who choose to talk to reporters on something other than 
an "on the record" basis should be aware that they, as well 
as the reporter, have a responsibility for keeping the con­
versation confidential. An official who tells someone he has 
been interviewed by a reporter can't complain if he is later 
identified with something written by the reporter. 

Finally , the Press Office strongly recommends that White House 
o f ficials speak 11 on the record." It is by far the saf est policy. 

We also encourage you to speak to reporters openly and f ully 
about matters within your area of responsibility and personal 
knowledge -- but you should be aware of the dangers of uninformed 
speculation or talking about something not within your field of 
expertise. 



• 

Wednead y 5/7 /75 

10:40 Aaron Latha.tn la doing a tor;r on the White House 
Staff and we have scheduled an appointment for 

tomorro (Thursd y 5/g) at 3:30 p. m. 

He ia see· Cheney at 4: 30 p. m. 

He is w 1th the New York Maga.cine. 

res s Interview 
5/8/75 
3:30 p.m. 

965-5686 



:25 

Do you 

(N seen 
o the P 

go ah d ith it? 

re 
't). 

• 

eetlng 
5/8/75 
3130 .m. 

this w a another p rtunity to do 11k.nif job" 
id t.) 

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 16 , 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR : RON NESSEN 

FROM : PHILIP W. BU CHEN 1 w.13. 
If you are asked any questions about the remarks on NBC 
last night by Carl Stern which he attributed to me, here 
are some comments: 

Stern asked me why the Congressional leadership was not 
consulted by the President on the final actions until 
6:30 p.m. on Wednesday when the President had already 
made his decisions and issued an order to take the 
Mayaguez and Koh Tang Island and support the marine 
landings with tactical aircover and strikes at mainland 
military targets . I pointed out that not until the NSC 
meeting from about 3:45-5:30 p.m. on Wednesday did he 
receive the necessary information on which to base the 
decisions and that his orders for the operation had to 
be issued within that period in order to begin operation 
at dawn in the Gulf of Siam. The War Powers Resolution 
calls for the President'to "consult" with Congress only 
"in every possible instance ... before introducing" 
U. s. Armed Forces into hostilities or situations of 
imminent hostility. 

Here there had b een earlier advice and response-oppor­
tuni ties given Congress on the preliminary introduction 
of armed forces to try to prevent further movement o f 
the captured Mayaguez and removal of the crew from the 
ship or the nearby island. On the follow-up seizure 
and rescue actions , the consultation took place as soon 
as possible after the 5:30 p.m. end of the Wednesday, 
NSC meeting , by starting them at about 6:30 p .m. Even 
then there would have been time, if Congress could h ave 
actually persuaded the President of the need for doing 
so , to modify the President 's orders to the armed forces 
involved. 

J 
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In this particular case, with only a few Senators who 
questioned one aspect of the orders and otherwise 
unanim6us concurrence, the President had obviously 
ordered what a majority of those consulted were in 
favor of doing. 

I also made the point that it is not appropriate, and I 
did not believe the War Powers Resolution required it, 
that Congress be consulted on advance contingency planning 
b ecause the choice of action would in the end be 
controlled by fast-breaking developments in the actual 
situation and that contingency plans had to be highly 
secret or they could be thwarted by premature disclosure 
on the part of any dissident who objected to any of the 
plans . 

cc: John Marsh 
Don Rumsf eld 
Brent Scowcroft 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Carolyn Wimmer 

FROM: Eva Daughtrey ~ 

As you requested, I have checked Mr. Buchen's 
appointments and phone calls for the period 
May 8-16 and find Mr . Buchen talked with the 
following people: 

May 8 
May 9 
May 12 
May 13 
May 15 
May 16 

Don Sanders AP 
Alex Taylor WZZM 
Walt Rogers AP 
Phil Jones 
Carl Stern 
James Whitcover Washington Post 
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BY AARON LATHAM 

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-RON 

One reporter called him "the dum- , 
my's dummy." He was referring to 
President Ford's press secretary, Ron 
Nessen. Now it would seem the dum­
my's dummy is trying to dummy up. 

Nessen recently attended a cabinet 
me:::ting on board rhe pn::sic.lential yachr 
Sequoia ::it which he seemed to suggest 
- in informal remarks made to White 
House staff members who had come 
along for the ride-that the Ford White 
House had become a little too open. 

What Nessen reportedly said was: 
"A lot of White House staff members 
think they have been giving too many 
interviews recently and are thinking 
of turning down all requests for a 
while." 

Of course, Nessen did not come right 
out and say not to talk to reporters, to 
clam up and act like Nixon people, but 
a lot of people seemed to get the point. 

The next morning shortly after 9 A.M. 
my telephone rang. It was Richard 
Cheney's secretary calling . Cheney is a 
deputy assistant to the president. The 
secretary canceled the interview I had 
scheduled that afternoon at 4: 30. She 
added that there was not much hope 
for rescheduling it anytime in the fore­
seeable future . Cheney had ::ittended 
the cabinet meeting. 

The next call was from Philip Buch­
en's secretary. He is the president's 
counsel. which means that he has the 
job John Dean made famous. The sec­
retary canceled my 3: 30 P.M . appoint­
ment and did not believe it could be 
rescheduled. Buchen had been on 
board the Sequoia. 

The next to call was Robert Hart­
mann's secretary. He is counselor to the 
president . The curious thing was that 

1 didn't even have an appointment 
with him, although I h::id requested 
one. The secretary said there was no 
hope for an interview anytime soon. 
Hartmann had been on the president's 
yacht. 

The next to call wa; Roderi..: · Hills, 
who spoke to me himself. Hills is a 
deputy counsel to the president; he is 
also the husband of Carla Hills, the 
new secretary of HUD . (One imagines 
that they have fascinating conversa­
tions over breakfast. "Darling, I need 
a half-billion for that public housing in 
Chicago." " I'm sorry, darling, but the 
president has already promised that 
money to Defense.") Hills said he 
could not make our 10 A.!\I. appoint­
ment. 

I asked him why. He told me about 
what Nessen had said on board the 
Sequoia the night before. 

All four calls had come within fif­
teen minutes. 

peter Roussel, White House staIT as­
sistant, didn't bother to call. When I 
showed up for our appointment at the 
White House at 5 P.:V!., he just hap­
pened to be busy. 

At the White House briefing that 
day, I asked Nessen if he had told 
White House staff members on board 
the Sequoia that they were giving too 
many interviews. He said he had not 
spoken formally at the cabinet meeting, 
and any informal remarks to White 
House staff members were private. 

(And what the president's men can 
do, the vice-president's people can do 
also. Rockefeller's staff have been told 
that they must report all contact with 
the press.) 

The White House's clumsy efforts at 

clamming up were probably prompted 
by its even more clumsy efforts at 
leaking a coupk of weeks earlier. lt 
began in earnest in Palm Springs, 
where President Ford played golf while 
South Vietnam dissolved. It was here 
rhat \\ hice House star[ members began 
telling reporters: ·'Kissinger's not the 
only foreign-policy adviser the presi­
dent has"; "We resent people saying 
Kissinger is the only one around here 
who knows anything about foreign pol­
icy' '; " Ford is not a puppet on a string." 

The week before the president's 
State of the World message, the anti­
Kissinger propaganda coming out of 
the White House staff escalated. A 
White House staffer told Bob Schieffer. 
CBS 1 ews chief White House corre­
spondent, that with this speech the 
president was going to put his "own 
stamp" on U.S . foreign policy. Schief­
fer was also told that there was a 
movement under way in the \Vhite 
House to replace Kissinger as chair­
man of the National Security Council. 

When the CBS correspondent put 
the srory on the "Evening News," the 
White House staff proved that they con­
formed ro a domino theory of their 
own. Kissinger leaned on Nessen. who 
leaned on a press office assistant named 
Louis T hompson. In fact. Nessen fired 
Thompson and let it be known that 
he considered the leak taken care of. 
Hov,;ever. Bob Schieffer swears that he 
did not get the story from Thompson. 
And Thompson has been quoted as 
saying Nessen leaked the story himself. 

If Nessen was the source, then not 
only did his firing of Thompson show 
a lack of candor, but so did his leaking 
of the sto ry in the first place. For Nesse~ 

W1R.EC> .Pli:<E"C.Tt. .. )' lo 'THE 
GER.El3R..v,...\ TH~ '-o~1/'1Voll S 
C.Oi'-1/>Y"!'ER. l>R1HT-O'#-C \iA'i 
5Av~~ "T'HE C..i.A, F. (3.1. AND t. R S. 

.,-1"'1E' AND E~FoR.;- M IT !El-LS 
Ao'.>01.-v't'E:LY ~VE'A.'f1"HIN<5' 
AG.OvT Yov AT At--1.--T1""<;;S. 

~V~E' 'To f,l: POPULAR w M'H 
..,-p.E AR.R1V"'rl- OF w'AR.Ml<R­
WE:l'ff H €1<_ Mt MPrr<t<eD HtS 
Arie> HEJU l"\C'l"oic.· oP.ERA'T't~ 
GlA1'4T tilr+oSAV/:l C.OSTv~S T<.l 

- FR.€.E S \1-tE MOVT\-1 1-.i 

SOC.IAL. SJTVA.\I 01'< s ..,-o 
C.oNCE:NT~A."(t;:: 

ON Sf'R.100", 
DRtl'ik•N(r. 



Thursd y 5/8/75 

9:40 I call d and cancell the appointment for 
Aa.rGn Latham of New York Magazine. 

96 -5686 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

1v1EMOR..A.NDU:M FOR: 

FR01v1: 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1975 

PHIL 

BILL 

BUCHEN _ 0 
ROBERTS~,,t....lf ,-

--~ ~~,,__/ . 

zr~ 

Maury deJor!.g says that a letter is being circulated in Grand Rapids , soliciting $35, 000 in funds for a mural at Kent County Airport depicting the life 0£ Gerald R . Ford from boyhood to the Presidency. The letter says that Artist Paul Collins has been commissioned to do the work, and that he has been assured the President will be there for the unveiling of the mural. deJong says he 1 s talked '.vi th Collins , and Collins claims he was told by someone in the iNhite House that the President would 11try 11 to be there. 

The letter is signed by N[rs . Bobbie Butler, Patron. deJong says her address is 2309 Jeffe rson S t ., SE in Grand Rapids. Others listed on tre letterhead include Burke Porter, Hazel Grant, and Nlilo DeVrie.s. 1V1aury wasn't sure who was organizing the effort and pushing i~ . 

If you 1d like further details I'll be glad to pursue it . 
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MEMORANDUM FOR : 

FROM : 

SUBJECT : 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 23, 1975 

BILL ROBERTS 

. /(J 
PHILIP BUCHEN J.W.13 

Proposed Mural at Kent 
County Airport 

After receiving your memo of May 20 , I talked to 
J ack Hogan at Grand Rapi ds . He advises that the 
group , hoping to raise funds for commissioning 
Paul Collins to paint a mural at the Kent County 
airport which would depicit the life o f the 
President , has not even attempted to clear this ' 
wi th anyone at t h e White House or to assure them­
selves that the President would appear for the 
unveiling . 

I see no reason for trying to discourage efforts 
by thi s group but if asked we should say that the 
project arises from sp0ntaneous local interest, 
and is not a matter on which the White House or 
the President is taking any position . 

It may be, of course, that the interest will vanish 
before any progress can b e made in financing such 
a project. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 20, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHIL BUCHEN 

FROM: BILL ROBERTS 

Maury deJong says that a letter is being circulated in Grand 
Rapids, soliciting $35, 000 in funds for a mural at Kent County 
Airport depicting the life of Gerald R. Ford from boyhood to 
the Presidency. The letter says that Artist Paul Collins has been 
commissioned to do the work, and that he has been assured the 
President will be there for the unveiling of the mural. deJong 
says he's talked with Collins, and Collins claims he was told 
by someone in the White House that the President would "try" 
to be there. 

The letter is signed by Mrs. Bobbie Butler, Patron. 
says her address is 2309 Jefferson St., SE in Grand 
Others listed on tre letterhead include Burke Porter, 

de Jong 
Rapids. 
Hazel 

Grant, and Milo DeVries. 
the effort and pushing it. 

Maury wasn't sure who was organizing 

If you'd like further details I'll be glad to pursue it. 
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May 30, 1973 

BILL ROBERTS 

FROM~ J.AY FRENCH 

In ir-aierence to Oa:t' telephone comreraation eazUel" thi• 
mo.rning._ I would Ulta to e:zp:lal.n ~ fUUy the 
inqui.ry ;he- C4GD;Se-i' s o.fflc& reeeived !rem. .a young law 
student n;uned. WaUaeo who called to com.plain that h• 
had be-en hi.r-ed aad then 7efused employment a• a swnrneiw 
legal intern with the Prmdeatial Clemency Boazd.-

It is my uade~standing (but these fut-a- have not beell 
conB...n:cad) that Defense apeed to -plae-e on lt-. payroll 
100 &\llllnle.r· tepl illtem• who would be detailed to the 
Pra2idential Clemel:ley Boud.,. .Aee~dlngly. Deiella• 
sent teles-nma to 10.0 law atudanb accepting their 
application.a fer -amploymect. Sbnultaneoua.ly, the 
P!'-esideati.Al Cl~ney Board notified a diife.rent group 
of 100 p el"sons that they had been bi.red as- legal i:lte.rn•• 
Whan the ea-ro.r was diM:overed the B-oa.rd1 s staff lnlo.rm.Atd 
me that U would be reao~ved by moving up the data !o~ 
re-porting to wo.l'k in the hope that not. all 2.00 students would 
accep~ ~e11thel.ess complaint.a have been made to 
?vlembe.rs t>l Coagress. Defenae1 the Boud.- and the Wbha 
Hou.a-• Counael •a -ofilee. 

This i s clea.tPly a matter for the Botud to explain an-d r••olve 
(-perb.apa- in coope~ation with Defense) .. How~:r .. you 
should be aware that at leaat Mr. Wallace was told by • membe.r 
o.f the Board's 9taff that thl• error could be :retnedl-ed 1.-.n the 
"Oval ofiioe'' • 

It i s the White Hous" CounaePs- ie-ellng tn.t the Board'• 3ts!.f 
should not have lndieat-ed that this wae a problem !:oz t he 
P.=-esident;. and I have r~uestad the Board's staff to c:orl'ect 
thla statelnent. 

·: ~~ 
~ ~~· 

~ -~: 
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It s hould not be necessary {and might be Wldeairabl e } 
f o r tl1e ·w~nila Houae Pres• office to e:x;pla.in the !acls 
whlch I have aeh forth a~.. Howeve-l". since you 
might l:'eeeive inqui:l:'ies 011 this subject P hil Buch.en 
thought you. should be fully informed. 

Ii you have iu.rthe.r q-ue•tion.a about this Sl:lbj ect 
pleaIJe don1t heaitaee to comact me. 

bee: P hilip W. B uehen 

~ 
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