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WILLIAM G. WHYTE
Loog a Ford friend

Ford Golf,
US. Steel---
Lobby Gift?

By Leonard Curry and
Andrew M. Nibley

Ugited Press International

The chief lobbyist for U.S. Steel

said he personally paid for golfing

Continued From A-1

RONALD NESSEN, White House press secre-

tary, when asked for a response to Whyte's

remarks, quoted Ford as saying: ‘‘I've been a

friend of Bill Whyte for 28 years. I've been there
twice as his friend to play golf."”

Nessen said Ford recalled playing there in 1964

" and about five years ago.

“He feels Bill Whyte is a personal friend who
asked him to go up and play golf,”” Nessen said,
noting also that Ford and Whyte are frequent golf
partners at the Burning Tree Country Club in
suburban Maryland.

(Syndicated columnist Jack Anderson, in re-
marks prepared for broadcast today — on ABC-
TV'’s Good Morning America — said Whyte claim-
ed U.S. Steel paid for Ford’s trips.)

Whyte said Ford’s first visit to the lodge was in
the fall of 1964. At that time, there was no law or

! congressional rule against a member of Congress

accepting gifts or favors from lobbyists.

IN 1968, THE HOUSE ADOPTED a code of
ethics stating that ‘‘a member, officer or employe
of the House of Representatives shall accept no
gift of substantial value, directly or indirectly,
from any person organization or corporation hav-
ing a direct interest in legislation before the Con-
gress.”

The J.m.e.me;1_l?.:--\um.m:_:'m'V_iC_eE said it is not
- against the law for a congressman (o accept a gift,

but that the giver must file an income tax report
for gifts of substantial value.
“If there is any problem, it would be with the tax
return of the giver,” an IRS spokesman said. »
Whyte said that during his first visit to the
lodge, in the fall of 1964, Ford played golf with Sen.
Barry M. Goldwater of Arizona, the Republican
presidential nominee, and that he subsequently be-
came known as ‘“‘Goldwater’s golfing companion.’
In October 1964, Ford was chairman of the
House Republican Conference. He was elected
House Republican leader three months later and
held the post until he became vice president.
WHYTE SAID HE HAS BEEN a friend of Ford's

for 24 years. It was at Whyte's home that a group. ‘
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Possible Covert Union Gifts to Ford From 64 to ’74 }
~ Called Target of Inquxry by. Watergate Prosecutm:
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' ByNICBOLASM.HORROCK i
GRAND RAPIDS, Mich.. Sept; 25—The4
Watergate special prosecutor’s office- m
investigating whether funds from two|
large maritime unions were “laundered”
through Republican committees here and

.

EheNew Pork Times |

SEP 26 1976
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said fn an inteeview: “The R 3., the FAL
and the Houss- commitiee people: were:

here literally weeks golng over the same.
materials.® -

¢ Mr. Msmawwh
eoncenn'mdonﬂn 10 years: from 1964,

shortly before Mr. Ford became minority] | cament to the KRant Countv comimittee |

| of this money had covertly been redirect- |

‘farers had come in by check. He said

Page
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" He said that he fiad told the F.BI that
he knew of no instance in which any}

ed to. Mr, Ford. Mr. Bloodgood said that|
he recalled that the money from the Sea-

.that if the ‘check had been made out to}
Mr. Ford it would have carried his endor-.
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Ford Denies ‘Personal Use’
(Polltlcal Contrlbutlons_

Sees Nothmg Wrong W“‘h Ha:nng Played Golf
: Wlth Lobby:sts ys C*ongressman, He Tells Newsmen

‘ ,:Q’\ R

'-.-.... .

iYDONleN . -
ﬂmssunwrmr xS a %ﬂ.’:«‘-t EaTE

Sy -.WASI-IINGTON—PreSIdent F‘ord ;
~denied Thursday that he had ever ac- ].x*
~ cepted "any camy funds for. per-
o and said he did not see .-

special prosecuwr torhpiles any in-
format:on relatmg o the President’s:

AG A SAMNFTYESCTYIATS

... However, under further question-:
'ing, Carter gaid that if the Watergate'’

" ecircumstances, accused of any impro-

1

cidl prosecutor or to the Justxce De-
partment about what Ruff is looking
for in the county that was Ford's po-
litical base during his 25 years in i
_ Congress.

"We are trying to be so circum-
spect so that we are not, under any

o e tn it 8271

pricties,” Ford said. Any inquiry
from the White House "w ould un- ¢
doubtedly be misconstrued,” he |
added. i

A reporter inquired about reports
that one target of Ruff's probe was ‘
the possibility that funds collected
for Ford's pdst campaxgns had been_

diverted to His personal use. Ford an- -
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- FORD/DOLE CAMPAIGN

Ford Investigation 12
A New Development in‘the‘Sggcial'Prosecutor's Probe?
(By Robert Schakne, CBS)

There is strong indications that Watergate Special
Prosecutor Charles Ruff has formerly asked the White House
for detailed information about President Ford during the years
he was a congressman.

Late last week, White House Special Counsel Phillip Buchen
urgently summoned Mr. Ford's personal accountant to Washington,
asking him to bring the President's old financial records. The
accountant, Robert McBane, spent 10 hours with Buchen and others
in the White House on Saturday, and then 30 minutes with the
President. Asked if he had brought the records at the special
prosecutor's request, McBane . said the White House would have
to answer that question.

But White House officials today were refusing to comment.
Special Counsel Buchen said he would not discuss whether there
had been any communication from the special prosecutor. 1In
contrast to last week, when Buchen was willing to reply, without
hesitation, that there had been no such communication.

CBS News has learned that some questions about Mr. Ford's
finances were raised three years ago, at the time of his nomina-
tion to be vice president. A confidential Internal Revenue
Service audit, prepared at the time, questioned how Mr. Ford
got by with so little cash for spending money. His records
showing that in 1972 he had less than $5 a week to spend.

The principle explanation then was that much of Mr., Ford's

time was spent in campaign travel, with his expenses legitimately
paid by campaign fund. Also, that most of the Ford personal
bills were paid by check. The IRS concluded there was suf-
ficient cash to cover miscellaneous living expenses.

But several members of Congress, who explored Mr. Ford's
finances prior to his confirmation as vice president, say that
because of pressure to settle the confirmation quickly, the cash
question was never fully resolved. Another question raised at
the time -- how Mr. Ford obtained $50,000 for the purchase,
without a mortgate, of his Vail, Co., ski condemenium in 1970.
Mr. Ford's explanation: He used savings and borrowed money.

Special Prosecutor Ruff will make no comment on any of
this. He's kept a tightly guarded secret how much evidence, if
any, he's gathered against Mr. Ford. The only thing certain is
that his investigation is not over. —- (10/7/76)
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