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THE WHI TE HOUSE 

W ASHINGTON 

May 7, 1975 

Dear Mrs. Bloomer: 

Your letter addressed ~o the President has been r 2 ferred to me , as his Counsel. 

I have reviewed your account of the events which led up to your loss of property in the vicinity of Ludington. From your account of these events, it appears that the issues you raised were litigated. Without a record of the trial, I cannot of course judge the ground on which the court decided to rule against you. However, 
ordinarily if there is a fair basis for appeal and 
reversal of the Trial Coures Judgment, you should be able to obtain an attorney to handle the appeal and re­trial on a contingent fee basis. You do not indicate that you have tried to take this course, and it is the only one that appears possible so fa r as I can tell. 

The matter you discuss is purely one of State law and is solely within the jurisdiction of the State courts. Under these circumstance s, there is no authority on the part of the President or any other Federal o fficial to help in this matter. 

I regret that this conclusion may seem ver y discouraging to y ou, but I think you can appreciate that it is the 
only response possible. I do sympathize with you in the extreme difficulties you have had, but unless there are other aspects of the matter not apparent to me, I know of no positive assistance we can give from here . 

Mrs . Christie Bloomer 
Daybreak Cottage 
8794 Gle ndale 
Onekama, Michigan 49 675 

i:~if~ 
Counsel to the President 

fO 

Digitized from Box 49 of the Philip Buchen Files at the Gerald R. Ford Presidential Library



Mr. Philip Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
'::i:he lvhi te House 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

De&r 0 i r: 

5-l4-75 

Thank you for your letter of May 7, 1975. I believe you 
mis ~ed my point completely. Perhaps I didh't clarify it. 

I know what I have to do re an appeal (which I told you I 
could not afford and it would be, of little value, anyway, 
because of the fraud in my trial) I'm not seeking legaL ad­
vice. What I'm trying to tell the President is that this is 
a potential danger spot and it ~needs investigative action. 
Is not the FEC authorized to investigate something that they 
have given their permis~ion to operate? If not they, then 
who? Would it do any ;;ood to come to Washington to t8lk to 
th8m? Or could someone from the EPA help us? .You say this 
is a State affair . Do you mean the trial or the operacion 
of the Hydro-Electric Plant? 'I'he State had nothing to do 
T:ri th sanctioning the PJWer,_ Co. to build ei.nd operate this 
plant . did it? Do I contact the Governor of Michigan? It's 
all a bit nebulous. 

Surely, there must be E~meone in the country who can help us. 
Or is the Govern~ent interested only in helping people from 
other countries and those who are on illigitimate ADC and 
welfare? This is not paranoid , it seems these people have 
on:!. y to f il,1 out an application regardless of uliving in sin" 
or whateve~and the Govern2ent joyfully don3tes food stamps, 
ho11es, med ical aid and etc. We , who have worked all of our 
lives, paid ta~es, tried to live decent live s , and have been 
self s upporting can get no help from anyone. Inequity? It 
surely Eeems so . 

Would you please inform me if Fres ident Ford ever saw my letiar? 
I KNO'ti how buc:y he is , but it seems incredible to me that he 
c ould not take a few minutes to read it and g ive me a call. 
I welcomed two of hi s children into my home, s howed them 
every courtesy , cared for them and had the respons1bili~y of 
them and I loved it. I wa s busy, too, but not too busy to 
h .:ive Steve and Susan with us a nd I enjoyed it. Jerry c .si lled 
several times then to s ee if ~he youngsters had arrived safe­
ly, if we met the plane, if we'd t aKe them to c a mp, pie~ them 
u p from camp , etc . And I repeat, their Uncle Bob and I loved 
them a nd loved h a ving them. Jerry jus t doesn 't seem the type 
not to g ive me five minutes of his time. I'd just like to 
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know if he ever saw -che letter. 

If you h~ve. aily doub t as to the allegat ions I've made re the 
HYdro-~lectric Plant , you may call my geolog i st , flls • .i:.:dith 
McKee in Winnetka , Ill. ---312- HI 66231 and she 1'rill v e rify 
my state:nents. 

I'd al ~o like to ask Jerry (if filY mail doesn't g et to him or 
if h e 1 s too busy to a.."".l.S"";'ler or bother wi th me) another question. 
I've te en asked to ;re5ent this ~hole s ordid ~e ss on TV and I 
do not want to do a nything to hurt him, by appearing. I 've not 
told any of these :people of our in-·law relationship, but !:Ome 
smart cookie is sure to pick up the n a me Bloomer and connect 
it to Betty's maiden name. ~dvise, please. If that is the 
only way we can ge t any help, I guess I'll h a ve to do it but 
I do not "'.'iant to cause him embarras sment in any way. 

The severity of th is si t uation c annot 8 e emphasized enoughl 
The Power Co. is p lanning on building another one of these 
plants just north of here in the future and if the same thing 
happens there, it will be another mess. They did not listen 
to any advice g iven them before re the instability of the 
land and they "[:robably rron't again. 

We have all worked too har d to have juFt a home to lose every­
thing . We do NOT deserve to be ignored. 

Thank you for your time, S ir. 

Very truly yours, 
,,,... I . 
(__ \\ ._.. "--.. '; ,-: <:... 

Chri ~tie ~loomer 

(Mrs. Robert Bloomer) 
8794 Glendale 
Onekama, Mich. 49675 PH . ff 616-889-4488 

~) 
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Dear Hrs. Bl~r: 

Your letter aQdre$sed to the President h.il3 b een re=~zred 
t o :;t~, ag his Counsel. 

r ha.va .reviewed your account of the event3 whicl1 led. up 
to y ou.:: l oss oz proper~y i n. t 2e vici:lit.y of J..;\.!din·:rt.on. 
Prom y our account of thei.3e events, it ap,?ear3 that. t...~e 
izsuea you raised ware litigo.ted.. Wit..~ou.t a record of 
t~e triaJ., I cannot of cours~ judge tha ground on which 
the court cecided to ri.lle against you. rrowever, 
ordinarily if th.er$ is a fair basis for appeal and 
reversa.l. of th.a Trial Courts Judgment, you should ba 
ai')l~ t o obtain an attornev to h antlle the aooea.l and re­
trial on a contingent fee ... b~i.s. You d.o n~t il:Kiicate 
that you 11ava tried to take t.hi.:;;; course,, a."!d it is the 
only ona t.~at a?pears posai~lc so far as I can tell. 

The n atter you dis¢uss is purel y one of S tata law and 
is solely wit..~in the jurs.idiction oi the State courts. 
Uni: er t1).esa circ..urus t;:mces,. tb.er~ is no aut!lori ty on t..~e 
part of the 'President or a ny ot.'lar Federal of ficiaJ. -::o 
h:;lp in this ~atter. 

I regret ti.'1.at this cor;.clusion i;_1ay see:--n ver y <liscou.raging 
to you, but I t..~L'"'lk you ca..."'l a_lJ?reciate that it is t-he 
only r ·ZS!.lOnae possible,.. r c o ST.:ll'pathiz a ;ait!l you in 
t.:~e a~tre:cie diffic~ltias you have had, but unl~ss ~~ere 
ara other aspects of t~~ matter not apparent t o me, I 
}~now of no positive assista:nc-e we can g ive f rom h~re. 

>trs .. Christie 3 loo:mer 
Daybreak Cottage 
3794 Glendale 
Oneka:;a ,, !-1ichigan 4JG75 

bee: Mildred Leonard 

Si:eceraly, 

Philip W ~ 3uc b:e .. , 
Counsel to the President. 

) 
j 

:>' 



5-1-75 

Dear Mr. President , 

Wit~ all the problems in the country ~oday, I hate to bother you with 
mine , :Jut I do not know where else to turn. When I had a business 
£.ind had a ~roble:n, I a.l"ways went to the " T op Man" for help and e;,·en 
if you weren1 t a n in-law, I'd '':rite to the President of this country 
for nelp , so please do not think I'm tak ing advantage of the fact you 
are an in-law. 

I'll try to be as brief as possible - I know how busy you are. My 
problem msy see~ slight to you but to m 9 it means a great deal • 

.here 1 tis---

.For 2~ years , I've wa3ed a battle ~-ri th Consumers's Power Co. which 
culminated in a trial the last of March. In one of the most biased 
trials I could imagine, I lo~t. I was aghast to know there are Judges 
( ?) like this in our cou..11try . We have several reasons to appeal but 
I ~im~ly can...11ot afford it. 

The Hydro-Electric ~lant built by C :Jn eurn::: r'~ Power Co. and Detroit 
Edison on the shores of Lal-\:e Michigan near my property in Ludington 
h::is caused so :rmch damage to the property, I was advised by. the man 

who knew more about the plant than anyone (quote from Con. Power Co.) 
to get out immediately and it was not safe to stay in overnight. 
That was in Oct. of 1972. He then tHrned to me and: asked me 7hat 
I 'd settle for (in my book, that must be an ad.mission of g uilt) a:9.d 

I told him the price of the buildings and property. He told ms he 
would take it back to the ir lethal (whoops , Freudian s lip!) legal 
department and I would hear from them. I di~. all rig ht. 3 months 
h1ter to the excuse they were not to blame, it was high water. I 
told them if they could explain how high water could get over 500 
feet of ice. (it started happening in Jan.) and up a JOO foot bluff 
and b~ck 150 feet to caus e subsidence holes, I could buy their story. 
I asked them why when the water was 1311 hig her in 1952, it caused 
mo damage . No answer. 

It was about that time I ca lled you to a s k for advice. You advised 
me to write to Vander Jagt, which I did. His office adviEed 2e to 
hire a lawyer. T·wo years later 8nd many thousands of d()llars later, 
here I a~ , I've lost a home, business a nd property and Con- um.er's 
Po1-1er walks ho;ne free. INCREDI3LE ! l ! ! ! Ca n this happen in our coun­
try? B8l ieve me , .i t did. 

;..I ['j i,....J, 

Several other fanilies in the area a r e nexperiencing similar and other 
proble111s and they have formed an association but they are even hesi­
t a nt to start a clas s action ~uit tecauce of the fraud in my trial. 
I n t {~ i~ tra ve s ty on jus tice, there were ~ub~tantial errors in evidence 
ruling s and s o m8 ny biased, blatant rulings in f a vor of the Power Co . 

TLe geolog ist I hired sa id the ' ·hole projact wa!" a 3 f rong attack on 
r.y pro perty . 

1 . The ma.Tunoth , heavy construction e~uipment UEed in building 
this thing caused so much vibration, the houses in th~ area / 
shook a s tho' in an earthquake. This i·rent on 2 0 ou.t of 24 
h our s for ~onth c and months . Houses do not shake unless the 
g round is shaking. The bluffs in front of my hou s e first 
started falling from the top with no undermining. Thi ~ does 
not happen in high water. 
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2. The weight of the filled reservoir i s popping under3rotm.d 
cprings wh ich are under all the property in that area . 
There are 9000 gallons of ~;ater a minute se~ping from ti1.at 
reservoir, 1800 of which are being pumoed into La~e ,·"ich . 
a nd t03t leaves 7200 gallons a minute running under our 
property, constantly. Li t tle wonder t hat there are ~ub­
~ idence holes and slippage of the bluffs, in the whole 
area, not just on ~y property. 

J. 
The operation of the plant con c i cts of u sing 6 generating 
units to pu.::np tDe water. T~'le vibration f::'O:!l those at 
times is a ·o1e to be felt by the residents. With the loo ~e 

cand and the vibration literally devastating that land, it 
is becoming a potential danger to all in the area. The jet­
ties the ?o'::er Co. built o:.i.t into the lake are disrupting 
the natursl flow of the lake and swirling back around into 
the property, also. It has interfered ··ith the natural 
Eand bars, which Mother Nature put there to break the force 
of the wave energy. 

The geologist Consumer's Power Co. hired to advise them before con­
struction of this ?lant told them this lacd was not Ptable enough to 
construct that kind of plant, but hi s advice was ignored. 8houold 
they not h&ve to pay for their mistakes? Should the other re 2idents 
a nd I have to bear that burden? The PoKer Co. has paid off some 
people in the area on the East s ide of the reservoir, but refuse' ' 
to pay anyone on the West side (the side t0··~rd the lake) aE they 
can blame i"li on high water. There are people who have livec":. in 
that area for 60 y ears and their ancestors before them, and nothing 
like this h 8 S ever happened until that plant went in. The people on 
the ~ast side cuff9red damage and complete ruination of their orchard 
crops due to the "run off 11 on the re !"'er:-:oir. The P07frer Co. is so 
proud of the fact they received an en~ inEering award and O.K. from 
the l''ederal Energy Comm. '-Jould F.2:C ha ve okayed this if they knew 
there could be a catastrophe '-'Iith subsequent las< of life? Is it to 
be like so ~any other things, too little, too l~te? ???? There has 
already been one death of a young mother who \1iaS killed in a land­
~lide ·- outh of my property due to the slippag~ ·.of a bluff. 'l'he 
Pm·rer Co. irrxediately put sighs <:-·in the area warning of the danger. 
Would they h a ve done that if not to protect themselves? It was not 
on th~ir property. Will soffieone act only after a tragedy has 
occur~id? Geologists feel this whol' land mass c ould slip into 
the lake , -:.·:hi ch could cause a ticl.al wave killing hundreds of others, 
not just the people living in the area. Believe ~e . Jerry, this is 
a ; roblem not caused by high ~ater. I've lived i n the Lake Mich. 
area all of ray life and nothing like this has ever hap pened any ­
l •here. It's not ha .r.. pening 50 mile s N . where my cottag e i ~ located. 
As one 1.·:ag sa id, 11 The i:·ra"'.:e r isn't as h2.gh in that part of Lal{e 
Hict.ig'.J.Yi. " And we h&ve the ~ame hi~h bluffs here. 

~e'va worked all of out lives to have a home acd a little money for 
~etirement. Ca n a com~any like this step in and literally t a ke every ­
~hing from u s and not be made to pay for it? The fo¥er ~o. bought 
land in Arcadia, Mich. to build a n other iiydro-~lectric plandt and 
o~e of the reps wa s quoted as sayi~g t hey were buying more than 
r:eeded becau s e of all the .~ roblems i·~i th the Ludington pro perl:;y 01'mers. 
I h &c.re had to pay for my mi ~takes in life. ~hould t h ey not h8ve to 
f'9.Y for theirs ? 

• 



• 

J •. 

Thi2 whole ~ess has already cost me over ~45,000 .00 and I've lost 
~ business, two buildings, and property, t t rough no fault of mine. 
that ~ould cost at today's prices $118,232 .00 to re place. That 
is a tot&l of ~164,000.00 ~hich I could h0ve l ived off very nicely 
the rest of my life and have a r.ome to live in , too . I cannot live 
in my cottage the year r ou..>'ld. It is an ale 58 yr . old pls ce , which 
I dearly love , cut does not h&ve ·any insulsi ti on, the ~-~a ter ~ip~s 
are on the outside above freezing line and it is on a high bluff 
not acc&ssible in the wi~ter snow. So , I h~ve h&d to move every 
6 months for 2t yrs. I ju~t msde my 7th move in that time . 
I c an't ta~in to tell you wh~t affect this whole mess has had on 
~Y health and nerves . 

Eere I am, at 58, with no home, no re ~irement money, no income, 
riO NOTiiIN ! ! ! I Can they possibl·J get away Fi th this? Can they step 
in and talc:~ ev2rything away from ·a ~·erson and not be made to p&y 
for it? 

S i~ply, I've done everything I could o~ my own for 2~ years and now 
I jus t don't know where to turn . ~an you , will you, help me &nd 
the others who need it? We are desueratel!!t ! 

Thank you for your time . I dee~ly &~preciate it. 

S incerely, 

~ 

'~1'-:--~ 

Chri8tie Bloomer 

D.<\'t3?.EAK COTIAGE 
87911 Gleodale 

Onekama, Michigaa 49675 

Fh . # 616-889-4488 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1975 

~1E~,IORANDU:M FOR : JAY FRENCH 

FROM: 
~) w.13. 

PHILIP BUCHEN · 

The following questions are in reference to the 
attached correspondence: 

Does the Federal Power Commission have 
jurisdiction to police the environmental 
effects of the Hydro-Electric Plant in 
question? 

If not, does the Environmental Protection 
Agency? 

What, if any, advance approvals had to be 
obtained for this project? 

The project as I recall involved lifting water into 
a huge reservoir during'of f -peak hours and then 
utilizing the force of the run-off water during peak 
hours to operate additional generators. 

Attachment 



DAYBREAK COTTAC'": 
8794 Glen~ale 

Onekama, Michigan~· 

Mr. Philip Buchen 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D. C. 20025 

5-14-75 

Thank you for your letter of May 7, 1975. I believe you 
mis ,... ed my point completely. Perhaps I didh' t clarify it. 

'f1 { 75 

I know what I have to do re an appeal (which I told you I 
could not afford and it would be , of little value, anyway, 
because of the fr&1ud in my trial) I'm not seeking lega.J.. :O ad­vice. What I'm trying to tell the President is that this is a potential danger spot and i t :cneeds investigative action. 
Is not the FEC authorized to investigate something that they have given their permisc ion to operate? If not they, then 
who? Would it do any e ood to come to Washington to talk to 
them? Or could someone from the EPA help us? You say this 
is a State affair. Do you mean the trial or the operc.tion 
of the Hydro-Electric Plant? The State had nothing to do 
with sanctioning the Pdwer ... Co.to build and operate this 
plant. did it? Do I contact the ~overnor of Michigan? It's all a bit nebulous. 

Surely , there must be ~~meone in the country who can help us. Or is the Government interested only in helping people from 
other countries and those who are on illigitimate ADC and welfare? This is not paranoid , it seems these people have on1y to fil,l out an a};plication regardless of "living in sin" 
or whateve~and the GovernBent joyfully donste s food stamps, 
homes, medical aid and etc. We , who have worked 811 of our,...... 
lives, paid tazes, tried to live decent lives, and have been 

) self supporting can get no help from anyone . Inequity? It surely eeems so. 

Would you pleas e inform me if President Ford ever saw my le~r? I KNOW how bu cy he is, but it seems incredible to me that he could not take a few minutes to read it and give me a call. 
I welcomed two of hi s children into my home, sho~·ed them 
every courtesy, cared for them and had the responsibility of them and I loved it. I was busy, too, but not too busy to 
ha ve Steve and Susan ·with us arid I enjoyed it. Jerr y c~ lled several times then to see if the youngsters had arrived safe­
ly, if we met the plane , if we'd ta ke them to camp, pick them up from camp, etc. And I repeat, their Uncle Bob and I loved them and loved ha ving them. Jerry jus t doesn't seem the type not to give me five minutes of his time. I'd jus t like to 



2. 

know if he ever saw the letter. 

If you have a~y doubt as to the allegations I've made re the 
HY dro-Electric Plant , you may call my geologist, Ms . l!;di th 
McKee in Winnetka , Ill.---312-HI 66231 and E'he will verify 
my statements . 

I'd al r o like to ask Jerry (if my mail doesn't get to him or 
if he's too busy to answer or bother with me) another question. 
I've been asked to present this whole s ordid mess on TV and I 
do not want to do anything to hurt him, by appearing. I've not 
told any of these people of our in-law relationship, but ;. ome 
smart cookie is sure to pick up the neme riloomer and connect 
it to Betty's maiden name. Advise, please . If that is the 
only way we can get any help, I guess I'll h8Ve to do it but 
I do not want to cause him embetrras sment in any way . 

The severity of this situation Cbnnot be emphasized enoughl 
The Power Co. is planning on building another one of the se 
plants just north of here in the future and if the same thing 
happens there, it will be another mess . They did not listen 
to any advice given them before re the instability of the 
land and they probably won't again. 

We have all worked too har d to have ju~ t a home to lose every­
thing. We do NOT deserve to be ignored. 

Thank you for your time, Sir. 

Very truly yours, 
( k..:'\...,,_t,'1' L.-

Chr i ct ie Bloomer 
(Mrs. Robert Bloomer) 
8794 Glenda le 
Onekama , Mich . 49675 PH . # 616-889-4488 

.. 

; 
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Dear Mrs. Dloo;~e r: 

Your letter addressed to t.b.e Preaitlent has been ref~rred 
to ~;ie , as his Counsel. 

I have reviewed your account of the events which led up 
to your loss of property in t.10 vicinity of Ludinr1ton • 
.ProI1 your account of these events, it appears that the 
issues you r~iBe weru litigated. Without a record of 
the trial, I cannot of course judge the grou."ld on r1hich 
the court decided. to rule against you. nowever, 
ordinarily if ther1.J is a fair basis for appeal an" 
reversal of th$ 'l'rinl Courts Jud9:.,1ent, you should be 
able to obtain an attorney to .andlc t e appeal and re­
triOJ.l on a contingent fee basis. You do not intlicata 
th.at you 1.1ave: tried to take thiu course, and it is the 
only one tb.at appears l">ossi )le so f..ar as I can tell. 

T.i.~e matter you discus~ is purely one of ..,tate law and 
is solely within t..."la ju.riidiction of. the State courts. 
Unc!<?!r these circumato:ua.ces,. there is no authority on the 
vart of the President or any othex Foderal official to 
holp in this rnatt.er. 

I regret that this conclusion raay see.'1'!. very discouraging 
to you, but I think you ca.n ap?reciate that it is the 
only r·:?sponse possible. ! do sy'..upathi:i;e with you in 
the extre .. :.·u= difficul tion you hava had., but unl.()S$ t.hare 
are other aspi?cts of tlla me.tter not apparent to mo, l 
l:now of no positive am~istanc'.) we can '.Jive from here. 

Hrs.. Christie .alooxner 
Daybreak Cott.a9e 
~794 Clandale 
Onekama, .. tichigru1 49G75 

bee: Mildred Leonard 

Sincerely, 

Philip w. Du~hen 
Co-i.;usel to th President 
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Dear Mr. President, 

With all the problems in the country today, I hate to bother you with 
mine, but I do not know where else to turn. When I had a business 
and had a problem , I always went to the "Top Man" for help and e"..ren 
if you weren't an in-law, I 'd write to the President of this country 
for help, so please do not think I'm taking advantage of the fact you 
are an in-law. 

I'll try to be as brief as possible - I know how busy you are. My 
problem may seem slight to you but to me it means a great deal. 

Here 'tis---
For 2~ years , I've waged a battle with Consumers's Power Co. which 
culminated in a trial the last of March. In one of the most biased 
trials I could imagine, I lost. I was aghast to know there are Judges 
(?) like this in our country. We have several reasonp to appeal but 
I Pimply cannot afford it. 

The Hydro-Electric Plant built by C.Jneumer'""' Power Co. and Detroit 
Edison on the shores of Lake Michigan near my property in Ludington 
has caused so much damage to the property, I was advised by. the man 
who knew more about the plant than anyone (quote from Con. Power Co.) 
to get out immediately and it was not Pafe to stay in overnight. 
That was in Oct. of 1972. He then turned to me and asked me V<That 
I'd settle for (in my book, that must be an admission qf guilt) a?id 
I told him the price of the buildings and property . He told me he 
would take it back to their lethal (whoo ps , Freudian ~lip!) legal 
department and I would hear from them. I di~, all right, 3 months 
later to the excuse they were not to blame, it was high water. I 
told them if they could explain how high water could get over 500 
feet of ice. (it started happening in Jan.) and up a 300 foot bluff 
and b.:..ck 150 feet to cauEe subsidence holes, I could buy their story. 
I asked them why when the water was 13" higher in 1952, it caused 
mo damage. No answer. 

#' 
It was about thE:tt time I called you to ack for advice. You advis::ed 
me to write to Vander Jagt, which I did. His office adviFed me to 
hire a lawyer. Two years later i:md many thousands of dollars later, 
here I am , I've lost a home, business and property and Con- umer ' s 
Power walks home free. INCREDIBLE!!!!! Can this happen in our coun­
try? Believe me , . it did. 

,_) l) W 

Several other families in the area are~experiencing similar and other 
problems and they have formed an asEociation but they are even hesi­
tant to start a clas8 action co.ui t beca.u :-e of the fraud in my trial. 
In thie travesty on justice, there were eub8tantial errors in evidence 
rulings and so many biased, blatant rulings in favor of the Po~er Co. 

Tr~e geologis t I hired said the 1·hole project waf a 3 prong attack on 
my property . 

1. 'l'he mammoth, heavy construction e<11uipment used in building 
this thing caused so much vibration, the houses in the area 
shook as tho' in an earthquake. This went on 20 ou:t of 24 
hours for month~ and months . Houses do not shake unless the 
ground is shaking . The bluffs in front of my house first 
started falling from the top with no undermining. ·rhiF does 
not happen in high water. ~ 
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2. The weight of the filled reservoir is popping underground 
~prings which are under all the property in that area. 
There are 9000 gallons of water a minute seeping from that 
reservoir, 1800 of which are being pumj:>ed into Lake 1v1ich. 
and that leaves 7200 gallons a minute running under our 
property, constantly. Little wonder that there are sub­
cidence holes and slippage of the bluffs, in the whole 
area, not juFt on my property. 

3. 
The operation of the plant concicts of using 6 generating 
units to pump the water. The vibration from those at 
times is able to be felt by the residents. With the looE"e 
cand and the vibration literally devastating that land, it 
is becoming a potential danger to all in the area. The jet­
ties the Poi-er Co. built o;.;. t into the lake are disrupting 
the natural flow of the lake and swirling back around into 
the property, also. It has interfered vith the natural 
sand bars, which Mother Nature put there to break the force 
of the wave energy. 

The geologist Consumer's Power Co. hired to adviEe them before con­
struction of this plant told them this land was not Ptable enough to 
construct that kind of plant, but his advice was ignored. Shou(l.d 
they not have to pay for their mistakes? Should the other reFidents 
and I have to bear that burden? The Power Co. haf' paid off some 
people in the area on the East side of the reservoir, but refuse-'. 
to pay anyone on the West side (the side t•)"•:ard the lake) aE they 
can blame i~ on high wate r. There are people who have lived. in 
that area for 60 years and their ancestors before them, and nothing 
like this h1::1s ever happened until that plant went in. The people on 
the Ea~t side Quffered damage and complete ruination of their orchard 
crops due to the "run off " on the rer-er;~oir. The Por,Ter Co~ is so 
proud of the fact they received an eng, ineering award and O.K. from 
the 1''ederal Energy Comm. i.rould FEC have okayed this if they knew 
there could be a catastrophe with subsequent lose of life? Is it to 
be like so many other things, too little, too late????? There has 
already been one death of a young mother who was killed in a land­
sl ide couth of my property due to the slippag~ :pf a bluff. The 
Power Co. irrmedi&tely put sighs<:-·in the area warning of the dange..r. , '\. 
Wouikd they h i:; ve done that if not to protect themselves? It waB"1 not ,· 
on their property . Will someone act only after a tragedy has 
occur:.;:-:fd? Geologists feel this whol€ land mass could slip in'to 
the lake, which could cause a tidal wave killing hundreds of others, 
not just the people living in the area. Believe me, Jerry, this is 
a r roblem not csused by high 1·'ater. I've lived in the Lake Mich . 
area 1::111 of my life and nothing like this h&s ever happened any­
where . It's not ha r-pening 50 miles N. where my cottage i£ located. 
As one wag said, "The W8ter isn't as h ,igh in that part of Lake 
Michigan." .8nd we have the Pame high bluffs here. 

We've worked all of out lives to have a home and a little money for 
retirement. Ca n a company like this step in and literally take every­
thing from u s and not be metde to pay for it? The Po1·rer Co. bought 
land in Arcadia, Mich. to build another Hydro-Electric planift:: and 
one of the reps was quoted as sayi1.!g they were buying more than 
needed because of all the -~roblems i-~i th the Ludington property ov..ners. 
I have had to pay for my mi~takes in life, should they not have to 
pay for theirs? 
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Thi~ whole mess has already cost me over ~45,000.00 and I've lost 
a business, two buildings, and f,roperty , ttrough no fault of mine , 
that would cost at today's prices $118,232.00 to replace. That 
is a total of $164 ,000.00 which I could h<:Jve lived off very nicely 
the rest of my life and have a nome to live in, too. I cannot live 
in my cottage the year round. It is an ole 58 yr. old plcice, ·which 
I dearly love, but does not have ·any insulb tion, the 't''EJ ter r'ip~s 
are on the outside above freezing line and it is on a high bluff 
not accessible in the winter snow. So , I h•ve had to move every 
6 months for 2~ yr~. I ju~t mBde my 7th move in that time. 
I Cbn't cegin to tell you wh0t affect ~hi~ whole mess hBs had on 
my health and nerves. 

Here I am , at 58, with no home, no retirement money, no income, 
NO NOTH IN I!!! Can they possibly get away 1-ith thiF? Can they !'='tep 
in and talrn ev~1·ything away from a ~erson and not be made to PbY 
for it? 

S imply, I've done everything I could on my own for 2t yearc and now 
I ju~t don't know where to turn. ~an you , will you, heli me _nd 
the others who need it? We are despSratel!! t 

Thank you for your time. I dee~ly a~preciate it. 

Sincerely , 

--\(\_~ ---, 
ChriC'tie Bloomer 

DAYBREAK COTTAGE 
8794 Glendale 

Onekama, Michigaa 49675 

Ph. # 616-889-4488 

• r ·• (J 

c: 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 19, 1975 

.MEMORANDUM FOR: JAY FRENCH 

FROM: 
x-?;) UI 73. 

PHILIP BUCHEN • 

The following questions are in reference to the 
attached correspondence: 

Does the Federal Power Commission have 
jurisdiction to police the environmental 
effects of the Hydro-Electric Plant in 
question? 

If not , does the Environmental Protection 
Agency? 

What , if any, advance approvals had to be 
obtained for this project? 

The project as I recall involved lifting water into 
a huge reservoir during'off-peak hours and then 
utilizing the force of the run-off water during peak 
hours to operate additional generators . 

Attachment 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 5, 1975 

Dear Mrs. Bloomer: 

You can be assured that I have talked about your matter directly with Betty Ford and , after your letter of May 14, I made further inquiries as to what, if any, possibility there is at the Federal level to provide relief from the conditions created by the hydro-electric plant which was a joint project of Consumer's Power Company and Detroit Edison. 

The Ford family is, of course, very appreciative of all you have done for the children, but, in the President's case, he must depend on help from his advisers such as me to ascertain if there is any help to be provided. As you indicated, even much earlier the Ford office had to refer you to Congressman Vander Jagt who, on investigation, appeared to have concluded the problem was purely one of state involvement . . 

After checking further, I find that probably the only possible application of Federal law to the situation would involve the National Environmental Policy act which came into effect January 1, 1970. 

Then . I called Mrs. McKee for further information as you suggested, and I found out that she is going to be in Washington next week on another matter, and she offered to come to my off ice to give me further information. 

Af ter I ha v e talke d with Mrs. McKe e, I shall write you f u r the r. 

Sincerely, 

.. i~:!~ 
Counsel to the Preisdent 

Mr s. Robert K. Bloome r 
Daybreak Cotta g e 
8794 Gle nda l e 
Onekama, Michigan 49675 
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Thank you for your letter of ~ay 7, 1975. I believe you m.is-::ed. w.y point completely. ?erhaps I d.idn' t clarify it. 
J... .....-~O'A! whs. t I have to d.o r2 an appeal (which I told you I c:Juld no~ afford and it would be, of li t tle value , anyway, b eca u s e of the fraud. in illY trial) I'm not seeking l.egal:• ad.­~ ice. What I'm trying to tell the President is that this is a potential danger spot and it ~needs investigative action. Is not the FEC a~thorized to investigate something that th~y h~ve given their permission to operate? If not they, then ;;·:h:J '? i,l[ould i'c do any ,;ood to come to ~·iashington to t a lk to t ~~::3:.:i ? Or c ould s o:neone from the 2:?.d help us? You say this is a ·state a ffa i r . Do you ~ean ~he t~ ial or the o p eration of t he iiydro-3lectric Plant? The State had nothing to do -,;ith s anctioning the ?crwe~» . Co.to build o.nd o-pera te this plsnt , d id it? Do I contact tha Gover nor of Mich igan? I t 's all a b i t nebulous. 

s·.i:-ely , there s u s t be -s~meone ·in -the cou..YJ. cry x no c a n help u .s . 0:::- is the Govern:nent int e r es t e d on l y in helping i:e o ple from ot(lar cou ... rit::-i:;s and those who are on illigiti!ilata ... ~DC and ~elfare? Thi s is not paranoid , it seems these people have o~lJ to f i l l out a n a p9lication rega rdless of "li ving in sinu o::- T,rhg,tave!;'a nd th2 Goverm=:ent joyf ully do~3te·s fo od stams;s. 

' I 
I 
I 
i 

I 
I 
r 

I 
I 
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f 

r.::i:::es, T.ed. i 83.l a id and e tc. We , -"~ho h:::. va -vrork ~d Stll of O Q!" . liv~s .•. -paid ta:3'; e s , tr i e d t o li 'l e d ece n t l i vas , ar~d have 'beent.iOR~<'· salf su9port in~ ca n get no h elp f=o~ a n yone . Ina~uit7? It Q : ~ · -:"'·--ra, t.,. c:~ ..::.m s ·-o 
_, i ~ 

....> ._..t _ ._, ..L,j - .._,, ... _. ..... 0 .. 
c ? ~ 

~ ~ r·7ollld. you pleas e lnfor!!l. me i:f Prasid~n t Ford ever sa;q my le"ta~'? _,/ · I Kl iC-,'4 how oucy he is, but i t se '=T.S inc r ed.:_ o le t o me tha t:; he could not take a fe w mi n utes t o read it and g i ve me a call . I welcomed t wo of ~i s c hildr en into my ho::ia , sho~ed them evo=:::-7 ccur:: e s y , ca red for t h e:n and. had the res~cnsibili ty o;:~ ;:;;-,eii a:.·i I loved it . I was busy, too , but n ot too b u sy to ~----~:.-12 .:;tev ~ a~d Su s an 1~r i th us and I e~ joyed l G . Jer r y c~ lled ::::-:::·rer-'11 ti..:les then t o sea if t:he yo~g::;ter s had. a rrived saf·e -lj , i~ ~a met the p l ane , if we 1 d ts ~e ~he~ to c&~p, p ick them 'J.;; ..:~::-oJl ca:mp , etc. And I rapea t , L-;-:e ir li.--icle Bob and I loved ~~e~ 3~~ loved ha ving them . Jerry ju-::t ~oasn ' t saam the ~ypa ~~~ to give QS f ive minutes of his time. I 1 d just lik e to 
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k~ow if he ev~r saw the letter . 

If you h~ve s~y doubt as ta the allegatio~s I've made re the ::Yd.ro - .Slectr ic Flant , you '2.a:r C3ll o-!2.y g:~ologist , ~1lc:; . ~d.ith :'.·~ c:\.2e in '"iirinetka , Ill. ---Jl2- B.I 662Jl and she 1·•ill verify 2y sta.te.:nents. 

Pd al""o like to ask Jerry (if rr.y mail doesn't set to him or ~-~ .".e 1 3 t.Jo bu::;y to a."1.s"Ner or oothar ~,rith. ::na) an.othe:!:' q:.i::stion. I 1 ve ceen asked to pr~sent this whole sordid mess on TV and. I , c_o not want to do anything to hurt him, by appearing •.. I've not:; ~olci any of . these people- of olir .. 1.!i-law :rel::i.tionship ... . but ::: o-.:ne s::i.art cookie is sure to p ick up the nsme Bloom.er and coi:1r1ect it to Betty's maiden name . .fldvise, .. pleasa·• Ir~ that is the only :lray "t~e can get an..y help , I guess I ' 11 have to cio it but I do not ..,.,ant to cause him embarrassment in any way. 

·.I'he 2ever i ty of this situation c ari_,_"'lot "be e:nphas ized enoughi The Po·wer Co. is plan..---ii::ig on buildLYJ.8 another one of these ylants just north of here in the future and if the 5ame thing hsppens there. it will be another ~ess . They did not lis~en to any advice given them Defore re the instability of the lan.d and they r:rooaoly t>:on' t again . 

l;Ie have all worked too .ha:cd to have juc- t a ho~1e to los.e every ­thing. We do NOT deserve to be i 0'1:ored. 

Thank you for your time ~ Sir. 

Very truly yours , 
(_ 1, .. _~--; ,--: s. 

Chri ::' tie Bloomer 
{ ~ rs. Hooert Bloomer) 
8794 Glendale 
. . - l . ' J '9 / ? 5 i'.~~~~~~ ~ 1"~ ~ 0 '-"''-.1........,..o.:i...._..i..'....J.J,- ) l.l-'-J;..J. ,_ ' I PE . ii 616-889- 4488 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1975 

MEMORAl'{DUM FOR: PHILIP W . BUrx. 

JAY T. FREJ\iCH-t)) FROM: 

SUBJECT: Draft of Mrs . Bloomer letter 

The statutory l anguage of the National Environmental Policy 
Act neither expressly exempts nor applies to projects initiated 
prior to January l, 1970, the effective date of the Act. The 
Federal cour~s applied the Act 1 s requirements to projects 
initiated before the effective date when it was shown that as of 
that date the Federal government h ad a 11continuing responsibility11 

to 11use all practical means ••. to improve and coordinate 
Federal plans, functions, progra:tns, and resources ... 11 to carry 
out the policies of the Act. 

Set forth below is a suggested statement of law for you to include 
in your l etter to Mrs . Bioomer . 

.. 

Also, under the National Environmental Policy 
Act, an environmental impact statement on this 
project would have been prepared i f it was 
determined that an agency of the federal government 
had a continuing and ongoing responsibility for the 
project after the effective date of the Act, January 1, 1970 . 

,,.,.. . 
~ 

•• (, r. 

" 
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1. The Honorable John N. Nassikas 
Chairman 
Federal Power Commission 
825 North Capitol Street 
Washington, D. C. 20426 

2. Mr. Sheldon Meyers 
Director 
Office of Federal Activities 
Environmental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D. C. 20460 

3. Office of the General Counsel 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place 
Washington, D. C. 20006 



.. ' ..
 

" .
 

8 it. (!
) 

~ ·
··'

 
.....

 , 
I~
 

t1
 

t;
; 

l-·
' 

0 ~ 1-i
 .. 

, ....
 

{;
l 

1-.
.;: ....
.. l 

• 



5-1-}_) 

.. , .... 

.-· 2:::~ 
,, _·: r. 

3:~C:. ::.f.id a -_:~)"ble·n, I al-..,:a,ys v~e~t to t ne "r;oy :;lan.n f'or help a~ . ..1.i e,· ~~ 

if ~ro:,L ':Teren' t a ri in-la~·r , I'd --:rite to the PresiC.ent of th:!_:;; c :J;_;__c_tr-r 

~a:r halp , so pl9ase do not thic~ I'o taking ~dv~~ta~e of t~e fa=t y;u 

a:re a:1 ~n-1a~1·T. 

I 1 ll -cyy to c:e as brief ac:: possible - I :-a:o-..; ho;·; busy you are. :':y 

~~~~1~~ ~ay see~ sli3ht t~ yau b~~ to =~ i~ ceans a g=eat d aal. 

=-iere f tls---
?or 2"7 years, I'va wa3ed. a bat"'Cl::i 

culminated in a trial the last of 
~-'i tn Conswners 1 s Power Co. -:·1hich. 
March. In one .of tha most biased 

trials I could io.a.;;ine, I lost. I was aghast to ~mo")( thare are Judges 

(?) lik e this in our co1.mtry. We have several reason2 to appeal but 

I sl~~ly c3n.:.~ot afford it. 

'The Hydr o - Electric .?lant built by C.Jn :=u:n::r' s Po;·rer Co. and Detroit 

2d.ison on the shores of Lak~ Michi6s.n near my property in Ludi.:16ton 

'.':.=ls caused so =.uch da!Ilage to the property, I 1,.ras advis2d by . tna '-Lian 

-;;.;ho k rlew more about the pl9.nt than anyone (quote from Con. Po-..;er Co.) 

to set out i::::nedi9.tely and it ~as ~ot safe to stay in overni3ht. 

That -wss in 0 ct. of 1972. He then tilrned to me an.5. asked me \"".'lat 

I ' d settle for (in my book, that mu s t be an ad:nission of guilt) a~d 

--, ~v o i a· ~.· 1·~ ~~g ~r1"e of ~~o 'ou ~1a·1·~ a s and nroner~y ·d-~ ~old ~0 ~Q 
...J- .. ...L..1 v..;.l.'-.i y - >.J Li.:. .. ,_ __ J. •~ - :'- .i: - v · • J. .._. v !..Li- •• -

~·iOl..:.ld take it "bac'.< to their lethal (whoo:r-;s, F reudian slip!) le~al 

~epartm3nt a~d I would hear fro~ theCT. I di~, all ri3ht . 3 months 

i~.ter to t(l:::! excuse they -:,.;ere :not to cla:rre, it ";as high wate~. I 

~old them if they could explain how high water could ge t over 500 

feet of ice , (it started happeni~g in Jan.) and up a JOO foot bluff 

v ~nG. b,,:.ck 15C feet to C E!.UEe sl.'.1.'osidence i-_oles, I cou.ld. buy thei~ s~o-;::y . 

I asl<8d theGJ. ~·~hy when the ':Ta tar wa s 1J11 hi;her in 19 52, it caused 

~G dsmage. No answer. 

It i;ms about ths t time I called. you to a:::-k for adjice. You ad.vis-ed. 

:!l a to ~·;rite to ifander Ja3t, i;·rhich I did.. His office advi:':"ed 2e to 

~ire a la~~er. Two years l ater 8nd many thousands of d?llar~ later, 

r-_2r2 I an , I'7e lost a ho3e, business snd property and Con-UI.er' s · 

?o-,.;er 1·1olks ho::i.e fr.ee. TI1C.RSD:3LE ! ? ! ! ! CF.in tt:.is ha?~en. in our C:Jtill­

try? Believe ~e, . it did. 
:../ i),_; 

~averal other fa~ilies in the area a ~ e~ez~eriencing sis!lar and ether 

:;iro'ole:11s ar.d th.3y have for2ed. an as5"ociacion out they are av-en. hesi ­

t9~t ~o s tart a~class action c::uit ~ecau~e ~f the fraud in 3y trial. 

In t~is tra7e s t y o~ justice, ttera were ~ub~ta~tial errors in evidence 

ruli~gs a~~ so 2~ny biased , bla~a~t rulings in fa7or of the ~o~er Co . 

7~ .e ~eol~;i~t I hired S8id the -·hale p=ojact ~ac a 3 ;ro~3 attack on 

:. ;- ;:--:ro·9er ty . 
l. The :JJ.s.1Liloth, heavy construction ec:tui;:·T:ent u~ed i:ri_ cuil•iin.2; 

this thing caused so ~uch 7ibration , the houses in th~ area 

s~'lO:J'.-\: si.s tno ' in an eart~~-...:.3'c:e . ~h is -.;er:t 0!1. 20 01..:i: a.: 2'..,. 

h~urs far month ~ and ~o~~~s. Eause s ao not shaka unless the 

gr~und is sha~in3 . T~e bluffs in front of ~J houEe fi=st 

vs ta::. .... ::2d. !~si lli::-'_g fro::tl tr1e -CO? :~~· i th rj.o unde~ir1ing . ·TC.i ==- d.o:?s 

not happen in hi;~ water. 

• 
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2. T·c1e ;:.~r8igl1t of the filled res:=r 11oir i~ .f>Jp~i~1.6 l.:..C.d.3!:S.r·:JLL.-ri·:i -::p:·i?:gs 1:-:':1ich are u.nd.er all ~r~e p:::o_;ierty in L:.at s.res. . There are 9000 S3.llons of -:.·;ei.ter a -:D.inute s,220in.c; fron tf:.s.t reservoir , l\:300 of -t:hich a::·e being -;;~0ed in ~o Lc.':>:e ,.,ich. an·i t~'1St lea'/eS 7200 g2llO:J.S 8. :;::.inu..te run.nin.3 u_v:d.er O:J.r property, c onst~ntly . Little wonder th2t there are ~ub­
~idence holes and slipfa~e of the bluffs, in the whole area, not ju ~t on my property. 

J. 
The operation of the plant concicts of using 6 generating tt.:=1.its t:o p1-lillp ;::~~3 :tra.te=c-. T~!.e viO::-atian f:'o:n those at times is able ~o be felt by the residents. With the loo ~e <0and. an.d the vi bra ti on 11 terally devastating that; land~ it is becomi~g a potential danger to all in the area. The jet­ties the Po-.. ~er Co. built o ~: t into the lake are disrupting the natural flo-;•r of the lake and swirlL"'llg back around. into the property, also. i~ has interfered ~ith the natural sand bars, c·,h ich rt1.other Nature put there to brea'::c the force of the ,,;ave energy. 

'I'[le geologist Consu.:ner 1 s Fower Co. hired to advise them before con­struction of this pla~t told them this lar..d ·was not ::table enough to csnstruct that kind of plant, but his ad.vice wa s ignored. Shou•J.d they not h&ve to pay for their mistakes? Should the other residents and I h9.Ve to bear that burden? The Po'"er Co. has paid off so.iJle -;:eople in the 2rea on the Sast sid.e of the reservoir, bu-c refuse,: to pay anyone on the West s1d.e ( che side t ,-, ·.-ard. the lake) a2 they c=.tn blclcie i~ on hie;~ 11:at2r. Th.ere a.re peo -~le ~1Tho haVe li1ie(~. in that area for 60 years and their ancestors-before thes. and nothing li'.<.:c this h s• s ever ha-;ipened lu:.til that plant ~·,ent in. The people on the ~ast side ~uffered dacage and cc2plete ruinstion of their orchard C -~ .")7"'<:' ri'U·"' .... ,..... t\.i -~ n,.,.,..., of"""' '1 'o' n +-ha 'T'=>c 0 7''"0l. r 'T'he Po•.o-.::>l"' Co . ., ·~ so 
...L'-JJ:!._; --.. - Vv i. .... c:; ...... l.A...l..J. ..... 1 ... i,,.. ............... -"-' -- ·--: -• --- - ....,_ • J..~ proud. of the fact they received an en:;,,,ir1.eering a:,,~ard and O.K. fro.:n the .f'ederEJ.l En-8:rgy Comm. '!ould 22C have okayed th ls if they kn2w there could be a catastrophe with subsequent las~ of life? Is it to be like so many other things, too little, too late????7 There has al:resdy been one death of a yotu"'lg IC.ethe r who ·Nas killed. in a land-2l ici.0 ~o:itCi. OI~ rr1y property dt:..e to the sli'Ppage ~ .. of a bluff~ The Po~· .. ·er Co. iu:..7 .. ed.istely put sigb:s~in t~J.·8 a.rea 1·;-arning or-. the ctanger. ~o~ld thev have done that if not to protect theraselves? i~ ~as not c::-i t!'-.~ir ~roperty . Will so::r.ecne act only Bfter a t::-sgedy has occur:otd.? Geologists r~eel this ~;'holi land mass could slip into the lake, :·::hich could cause a tidal '"ave killing hundreds of others, not just the people living in the area . Ealieve me , Jerry. this is a ~ roble'.!1 r..ot sa-J.sed by high Fater . I've lived iYJ. the :!:..2l{2 I'i!.ich~ c1.res. all of m;;/ life and nothi~S li"'::2 tC1ts has e11er hs.~pened any-' h2re . It1 s not ha~:penir.6 50 ::iles "::·i . \'it:.ere =Y cottage i<.:: located. .A s o~e 1·:ae; 

~1'~ i C~- i gs.n . H 

h ·ign ir: tr~a c 
bluff'== r:.ere ... 

..., 0e 1 ve Norked all of out lives to have a hoie anQ ~ l"ttle coney for ~etireoent. C~n a com;any like this step in a~d lit~rglly ta~e every ­t~in8 fr~m us and not be made to ~ay for it? The F ~er Lo. bought lend in Arcadia , ~ich. to b~ild another 5ydro - 2lectric ~lan~ and. ()_~:: of the reps 11:0 s quot3d as say i::lg they i;,'7ere bt.1y ing more tha!'l n2eded because of all the ~:roblems vlth the Ludington prc~er~y o~mers . I ':l:::..·1e h::id to pay for '12Y ~i:-::ta~es ir.. life , ~!-:ould. tf'.ey r~ot hs.ve to .... ~-· .. ~ _..... ........ ........ ...:..... . -~ - -l ..._.. - .l") 
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6-8-75 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

Thank you for your letter of 6-5-75. Edith McKee called today 
requesting the enclosed pictures be sent to her in care of you 
prior to her meeting with you on ~ ed.6-11-75. She leaves to­
ni8ht and no time to get them to her re~idence. AP I do not 
have a courier on t c.i p, I hope the "thru' snow and ice" people 
come through and this reaches you in time. 

Heg~rding your letter (2nd paragraph) Jerry said to contact Mr. 
V8nder Jagt because of political protocol as he was the Congress­
m&n from Michigan and Jerry would do all he could from the 
WasL.ington "end". Not becau != e it was a "state involvement" 
affair. 

I fail to see why it's NOT a Federal concern, as it involves 
Federal waters and the electricity generated is sold intra ­
state, but what do I know? In fact, the Power Co. did not 
dispute an allegation that more went out of <::!tate thE.l n in. 

Thank you so kindly for you time and I again a pologize for being 
a nuisance, but, I repeat we are desperate. We really do need 
helpt l I l l 

-t<l 6 ~i1'r 
Please convey IWf>y thanks and gra t i.tude"for her help and I' 11 
write to her as s oon as the newest mess in my life is over. The 
"perils of pauline" are a Sunday School picnic comptired to f'Ome 
of the problems I've had in the last three years. My latest 
hurdle is thut next Tuesday I have to appear in court aga'in 
to answer a charge by the Poi;.;er Co. that I '0we them some $4600.00 
to pay for the costs of bringing their witr.esses to the trial. 
I DO NOT BELJVE IT but there it is. I did not think thi e could 
happen in-O~r country. I'm convinced in my own mind this is 
naught but 'scare tactics" to frighten off a class action suit 
but I could be 11rrong. (Have been eefore.) I'm afraid I do not 
"'tand a chance 1 .. ~ ith that .Judge s it t ing on hi s illus tr1ous - ahem­
bench but I do hbve faith that everything hapoens for a reacon 
and perhaps Go~ has designat~d me to help the s e other people , 
so I'm trying. 

Thank yo Lt kindly again for your time . I do know how bu~y you all 
are but I de 2ply and sincerely a ppreciate it. 

Very truly ~ ours, 

~~(,{,-~ ~ \ ~ OMCU'L­

Chri?tie Bloomer 
(Mrs. Robert Bloomer) 
8794 Glendale 
Onekama, Mich . 49675 

M~ \t-fc_ 
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GOOD MORNING, MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE SUBCO~TTEE. 

I APPRECIATE THIS OPPORI'UNITY TO DISCUSS WITH YOU, ON BEHALF 

OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGISTS (AIPG) 

~~ VARIOUS ASPECTS OF . THE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT, AND THE 
\ii\ 

POSSIBLE IMPACT OF ENERGY RELATED ACTIVITIES OFFSHORE, NEAR-

SHORE, AT THE SHORELINE AND IN THE COASTAL ZONES. 

THE AIPG IS A CHARTERED ORGANIZATION OF 2500 PROFESSIONAL 

GEOLOGISTS HEADQUARTERED IN GOLDEN, COLORADO, AND I AM APPEAR-

ING ON THEIR BEHALF TO EXPRESS TO THE PUBLIC, AND TO THE 

CONGRESS THE ROLE OF GEOLOGY AND THE VIEWS OF GEOLOGISTS. MY 
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MAJOR THRUST TODAY WILL BE TO DEMONSTRATE THE NEED TO DEVELOP 

SOLID GEOLOGICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR ANY AND ALL DECISIONS REGARD­

ING USE OF THE WATER AND LAND RESOURCES, PLUS THE URGENT NEED 

TO DEVELOP A TRULY INTEGRATED, MULTI-DISCIPLINE, APPLIED 

RESEARCH APPROACH TO CONTINENTAL SHELF AND COASTAL ZONE 

EXPLORATION, DEVELOPMENT AND USE. IT IS MY CONVICTION THAT, 

BY IDENTIFYING AND CORRELATING ALL THE PHYSICAL, BIOLOGICAL 

AND HUMAN USE PARAMETERS OF THE WATER AND LAND WE WILL BE ABLE 

TO ~~VE OUR INDUSTRIAL AND COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS AS WELL AS 

A PROTECTED ENVIRONMENT. I HOPE THAT THIS DISCUSSION WILL BE 

HELPFUL IN IDENTIFYING AREAS OF BASIC RESEARCH NEEDING TO BE 

SPEEDILY UNDERTAKEN IN ORDER TO DEVELOP REASONABLE AND BEST­

USE PROGRAMS, AS WELL AS CONSTRAINTS, FOR THE CONTINENTAL 

SHELF AND COASTAL ZONES, AND SO ASSIST THIS SUBCOMMITTEE IN 

ITS DELIBERATIONS OF THE PROPOSED LEGISLATION AND THE PROBLEMS. 

TO PROVIDE A BRIEF BACKGROUND SUMMARY, I AM EDITH MERRITT MCKEE, 

AN INDEPENDENT CONSULTING GEOLOGIST WITH AN OFFICE IN WINNETKA, 

ILLINOIS WHICH IS WITHIN THE ILLINOIS COASTAL ZONE. FOR 32 

YEARS I HAVE BEEN WORKING AS A PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGIST IN THIS 

COUNTRY AND OVERSEAS. I AM A FELLOW OF THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY 

OF AMERICA AND A CHARTER MEMBER OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF 

PROFESSIONAL GEOLOGISTS. BEFORE DECIDING IN 1958 TO WORK 

INDEPENDENTLY AS A CONSULTANT, I HAD WORKED WITH THE MILITARY 

GEOLOGY UNIT OF THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY DURING WORLD WAR II, 

SPENT 2 YEARS WITH SHELL OIL IN THE GULF COAST, 5 YEARS IN 
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SAUDI ARABIA WITH THE ARABIAN AMERICAN OIL COMPANY, AND 

SEVERAL YEARS WITH UNDERGROUND GAS STORAGE EXPLORATION IN 

ILLINOIS. MY WORK HAS INVOLVED A VARIETY OF EXPLORATION AND 

DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS REQUIRING SURFACE, SUBSURFACE AND SUB­

MARINE DATA COLLECTION, INTERPRETATION AND EVENTUAL RECOM­

MENDATION OF DEVELOPMENT AND USE PROGRAMS. IN THE SPECIFIC 

AREAS OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELVES AND COASTAL ZONES, IT HAS 

BEEN MY GOOD FORTUNE TO HAVE WORKED IN THE ATLANTIC, GULF OF 

MEXICO, MEDITERRANEAN, RED SEA, PERSIAN GULF, ARABIAN SEA, 

INDIAN OCEAN, SOUTH CHINA SEA, PACIFIC OCEAN, ARCTIC OCEAN 

AND THE GREAT LAKES. I WAS IN THE TEXAS AND LOUISIANA COASTAL 

AREAS IN THE LATE 1940s WHEN OFFSHORE DRILLING WAS STARTING 

TO BE A MAJOR PROGRAM, AND THE COASTAL COMMUNITIES WERE FEEL­

ING THE IMPACT OF DEVELOPMENT AND OVER-USE. CURRENTLY AS AN 

ELECTED COMMISSIONER OF THE WINNETKA PARK BOARD AND AN EXPERT 

ON SHORE PROBLEMS, I AM PARTICIPATING IN THE ILLINOIS COASTAL 

ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM. 

STARTING IN 196 7 AND CONTINUING TO THE PRESENT TIME, I HA VE 

BEEN CONDUCTING A RESEARCH PROGRAM TO MAP IN DETAIL THE BOTTOM 

TERRAIN WITH THE ASSOCIATED BEDROCK AND SUBSURFACE GEOLOGY OF 

THE GREAT LAKES, WITH THE OBJECTIVE OF LEARNING ABOUT THE 

NATURAL SYSTEMS WITHIN THE WATER MASS AND HOW THEY REACT TO 

THE LAND-WATER INTERFACE OF THE LAKE BOTTOM AND THE SHORE AS 

WELL AS WITH MAN'S USE OF THE LAKE AND THE COASTAL ZONE. WITH 

WATER DEPTHS OF 1333 FEET IN LAKE SUPERIOR AND 923 FEET IN LAKE 
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MICHIGAN, THESE FIRST LAKES TO BE STUDIED HAVE CONSIDERABLE 

AREAS EXCEEDING IN DEPTH WHAT IS USUALLY CONSIDERED AS THE 

OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF. EXCEPT FOR THE PROBLEMS OF SALT 

WATER AND TIDES, THESE LAKES PRESENT THE RESEARCHER WITH ALL 

THE PHYSICAL LAND-WATER PROBLEMS OF THE MARINE COASTAL AREAS. 

PRACTICAL RESULTS TO DATE FROM THIS STUDY INCLUDE: 

1. BETTER UNDERSTANDING OF CURREl~S WITHIN 

THE WATER MASS FROM THE BOTTOM TO THE 

SURFACE, AND THEIR ROLE IN CARRYING OR 

DISPE~ING OIL SPILLS, INDUSTRIAL 

WASTES, COMMUNITY WASTES, THERMAL 

DISCHARGES, ETC. 

2. IDENTIFYING FAVORED FISH HABITATS AND 

MIGRATION ROUTES. 

3. IDENTIFYING CAUSES AND CONTROLS OF 

SHORE EROSION. 

4. PROVIDING A BAS IS FOR COMPUTERIZING 

PRECISE ALL-WEATHER BATHYMETRIC NAVI­

GATION ROUTES FOR TANKERS, FREIGHTERS, 

ORE BOATS AND PLEASURE BOATS. 

5. CRITICALLY ANALyzING POOR SITING AND 

CONSTRUCTION DESIGNS OF POWER PLANTS, 

LAND FILLS, HARBORS, ETC. WHICH ARE 

CAUSING MANY SHORE EROSION PROBLEMS. 
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6. PREDICT ENVIRONMENTAL RESULTS OF DRILLING, 

MINING, CONSTRUCTION AND TRANSPORT USE OF 

THE SHORE AND OFFSHORE AREAS. 

7. DELINEATE AREAS GEOLOGICALLY SUITABLE FOR 

PROTECTED USE, LIGHT USE AND HEAVY USE OF 

THE SHORE ZONE, THE WATERS AND THE SUB­

MERGED LANDS. 

8. PROVIDE A BASIS FOR DEVELOPMENT OF COASTAL 

ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS, BOTH SHORT TERM 

AND LONG TERM. 

IT IS MOST UNFORTUNATE THAT ONLY WITHIN THE LAST COUPLE OF 

YEARS HAS THERE BEEN ANY GREAT INTEREST ON THE PART OF GEOLO­

GISTS AND OTHER SCIENTISTS IN STUDYING THE NEARSHORE ZONE 

AND THE CONTINENTAL SHELF. THOSE ORIENTED TO ON-LAND WORK DID 

NOT WISH TO GET THEIR FEET WET. THOSE INTERESTED IN OFFSHORE 

WORK FOUND MORE PRESTIGE, FUNDING AND PROFESSIONAL CHALLENGE 

AND SATISFACTION WORKING ON BIG SHIPS OPERATING IN DEEP WATER 

OF OPEN LAKES OR THE OCEANS. ALSO, THERE HAS BEEN VERY LITTLE 

REAL COOPERATION BETWEEN SCIENTISTS WORKING IN THE SAME DIS­

CIPLINES AND AREAS, LET ALONE IN CROSS-DISCIPLINES. ONLY WHEN 

FUNDING IS SUPPLIED FOR SPECIFIC STUDIES (GEOLOGY, INCLUDING 

WATER QUALITY AND CURRENTS, THE BIOTA AND ECO-SYSTEMS, AND 

HUMAN USE NEEDS) WHICH ARE THEN CORRELATED AS APPLIED, PRAC­

TICAL RESEARCH PROGRAMS WILL ADEQUATE EFFORTS BE MADE TO PRO­

VIDE THE PRIMARY DATA NEEDED FOR REALISTICALLY DECIDING OFFSHORE 
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AND COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS. CERTAINLY PLANNERS, 

ENGINEERS, LAWYERS, ECONOMISTS, BUSINESS MEN, ENVIRONMENTAL­

ISTS AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS MUST BE INCLUDED IN THE OFFSHORE 

AND COASTAL ZONE DEVELOPMENT AND USE PROGRAMS--BUT UNTIL THE 

SCIENTISTS HAVE DEVELOPED HARD DATA, THERE HAS NOT BEEN AND 

WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE ADEQUATE FACTS ON WHICH TO MAKE CONSTRUC­

TI.VE HUMAN USE DECISIONS. 

ADDRESSING SPECIFICS OF PETROLEUM EXPLORATION, THE OIL COMPAN­

IES HAVE THE CAPABILITIES TODAY TO DRILL PERFECTLY CLEAN WELLS 

ON LAND AND OFFSHORE-. THEY NEED TO BE BETTER POLICED TO SEE 

THAT THEY DO CONDUCT CLEAN AND SAFE OPERATIONS. THEY HAVE 

DEVELOPED SOME IMPRESSIVE CAPABILITIES IN CLEANING UP ANY OIL 

SPILLS WHICH MIGHT OCCUR. THE SANTA BARBARA SPILLAGE MESS 

WAS PRIMARILY CAUSED BY DRILLING PROGRAMS DEVELOPED FROM A 

COST ANALYSIS .RATHER THAN ON GEOLOGICAL AND ENGINEERING ADVISE­

MENT. IN SPITE OF SOME RATHER DIRTY CORNERS IN THE PAST, THE 

OIL INDUSTRY IS IN A FAR BETTER POSITION TO EXPLORE, DEVELOP, 

PRODUCE, TRANSPORT AND PROCESS OIL AND ~S THAN IS THE GOVERN­

MENT. WHILE THE U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY HAS DONE AN EXCELLENT 

JOB OF CONDUCTING A PRELIMINARY INDEXING OF CONTINENTAL SHELF 

PETROLEUM POTENTIALS FOR LEASING PROGRAMS, THEY ARE IN NO 

POSITION TO.UNDERTAKE A THOROUGH EXPLORATION, DRILLING AND 

PRODUCTION PROGRAM. THEIR MANPOWER CAPABILITIES ARE LIMITED 

AND THEIR BUDGETS ARE INADEQUATE. WITH THE CURRENT OIL EXPLOR­

ATION BOOM, THE BEST AND EXPERIENCED PETROLEUM GEOLOGISTS, 
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GEOPHYSICISTS AND DRILL CREWS ARE ALREADY HIRED BY THE COMPANIES 

AT SALARIES FAR ABOVE GOVERNMENT PAY SCALES. THE DRILLING 

RIGS AND SUPPORT SERVICES ARE ALREADY CONTRACTED TO OIL COM­

PANIES FOR YEARS AHEAD. AMERICAN SUPPORT OF PRIVATE ENTER­

PRISE CAN STILL PROVIDE SPEEDY AND ECONOMICAL EXPLORATION AND 

PRODUCTION OF THE PETROLEUM POTENTIALS OFFSHORE. 

IN LARGE PAR!' THE PRESENT ENERGY PROBLEMS HAVE COME ABOUT 

BECAUSE, SINCE THE MID-1950s THE OIL COMPANIES HAVE GIVEN MUCH 

MORE CONSIDERATION TO MARKETING AND BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

THAN TO EXPLORATION. THE CURRENT CRITICISMS OF OIL COMPANIES 

REGARDING TAX STRUCTURES, EXCESS PROFITS, AND WINDFALL PROFITS 

REFLECT THIS OVER-EMPHASIS ON MARKETING AND ADMINISTRATIVE 

POLICIES WITH TOO LITTLE ATTENTION TO BASIC EXPLORATION AND 

PRODUCTION RESPONSIBILITIES. THERE HAS BEEN TOO LITTLE COM­

MUNICATION BETWEEN THE POLICY MAKERS AND THE TECHNICAL EXPERTS 

SUCH AS GEOLOGISTS, GEOPHYSICISTS AND ENGINEERS. CO~ANY AFTER 

COMPANY HAS CUT OFF OR SHARPLY REDUCED THEIR GEOLOGICAL STAFFS. 

OTHERS HAVE SURPLUSED THEIR OLDER, EXPERIENCED AND HIGHER 

SALARIED GEOLOGISTS AND THEN HIRED YOUNG ONES RIGHT OUT OF 

UNIVERSITIES WITHOUT EXPERIENCE. 

HAVING BEEN DIRECTLY AND PERIPHERALLY INVOLVED WITH THE PETRO­

LEUM INDUSTRY SINCE 1947, I AM OPTIMISTIC ABOUT INCREASING OUR 

DOMESTIC AND OFFSHORE OIL AND GAS RESOURCES. THE PRESENT OIL 

BOOM IN ALABAMA SUPPORTS THIS VIEW THAT ALL LAND BASED EXPLOR­

ATION IS NOT JUST A DRY HOLE RUN. IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE 
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THAT ONSHORE OIL DISCOVERIES ARE WELCOMED JOYFULLY AS FINANCIAL 

GAIN TO NEARBY COMMUNITIES, WHILE OFFSHORE PRODUCTION RAISE MANY 

QUESTIONS OF FINANCIAL DRAIN ON STATES AND COMMUNITIES. TRUE, 

IN MANY COASTAL AREAS NEW DEMANDS MADE BY A RAPID INFLUX OF OIL 

OR GAS RELATED WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES, AS WELL AS THE ACTUAL 

CONSTRUCTION OF TERMINALS, STORAGE, PIPELINE AND PROCESSING, 

PLANTS CAN UPSET LOCAL ENVIRONMENTS AND BUDGETS. NOT ONLY COM­

MUNITY PLANNING IS INVOLVED, BUT ALSO INTER-COMMUNITY, STATE 

AND INTER-STATE COOPERATION IS URGENTLY NEEDED. BECAUSE SO MUCH 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH IS NEEDED BEFORE OPTIMUM FINAL DEVELOPMENT 

PLANS CAN BE DECIDED UPON, FEDERAL FUNDING AND FEDERAL EXPLOR­

ATION PROGRAMS NEED TO BE AVAILABLE TO THE STATES AND COMMUNITIES 

AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. A FUND SUCH AS IS PROPOSED IN H.R. 3981 

"COASTAL ENVIRONMENT ACT OF 1975" IS NEEDED NOW TO HELP COASTAL 

AREAS REALIZE ACTUAL PROBLEMS INHERENT WITH ENERGY DEVELOPMENT 

PROGRAMS. I URGE THAT RESEARCH ITEMS BE SPECIFICALLY NAMED IN 

THE FINAL LEGISLATION TO COVER: 

1. DETAILED MAPPING OF OFFSHORE AND NEARSHORE 

BOTTOM TERRAIN. 

2. DEEP WATER AND NEARSHORE CURRENTS (BOTTOM 

TO TOP). 

3. COMPOSITION AND STABILITY CHARACTERISTICS 

OF NEARSHORE, SHORE AND COASTAL ZONE ROCKS 

AND SEDIMENTS. 

4. REGIONAL AND LOCAL SEISMICITY OF NEARSHORE, 

SHORE AND COASTAL ZONE. 
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5. SURFACE WATER AND GROUNDWATER CHARACTERISTICS. 

6. NATURAL OFFSHORE TERRAIN FEATURES WHICH 

PROTECT A SHORE FROM EXCESSIVE EROSION. 

7. BASELINE WATER QUALITY DATA INCLUDING 

WATER PURITY, TEMPERATURES, AND ANY ANO-

MALIES DEVELOPED BY GROUNDWATER DISCHARGE, 

SEDIMENT LADEN RIVERS, AREAS OF SHORE EROSION, 

COMMUNITY OR INDUSTRIAL DISCHARGE AND INCLUD-

ING THERMAL PLUMES. 

8. AIR FLOW PATTERNS AND AIR QUALITY. 

9. BIOLOGICAL AGGREGATES ADJUSTED TO THE 

ESTABLISHED ENVIRONMENT. 

10. INVENTORY ESTABLISHED HUMAN USE OF THE SHORE 

AND COASTAL ZONE. 

11. INVENTORY DESIRABLE AND PROPOSED NEW USES OF 

THE SHORE AND COASTAL ZONE. 

12. BY CORRELATING THE. ABOVE DATA, IT WILL BE 

POSSIBLE TO UNDERSTAND THE GOOD AND BAD 

INTER-RELATIONS BETWEEN THE PHYSICAL, BIO­

LOGICAL AND HUMAN USE PATTERNS AS THEY 

RELATE TO THE ENVIRONMENT. 

MANY OF THE VERY POOR AND HAPHAZARD SHORE USE PROGRAMS OF THE 

PAST CAN BE CHANGED TO WORK WITH THE NATURAL SYSTEMS OF THE 

WATER AND THE SHORE ZONE. THESE FALL INTO VARIOUS CATEGORIES • 

.. 
c 

'\ 



.. 

- 10 -

1. SITING POWER PLANTS 

THERE IS COMPLETE AGREEMENT THAT TRADITIONAL AND 

NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS ARE NEEDED. HOWEVER, NU~LEAR PLANTS 

HAVE BEEN SITED DIRECTLY ON ACTIVE FAULTS, INCLUDING THE SAN 

ANDREAS. THEY HA VE BEEN BUILT IN AND PROPOSED FOR AREAS WHERE 

MA'JOR THOUGH INFREQUENT EARTHQUAKES OCCUR A.ND ARE EXPECTED TO 

OCCUR AGAIN. THEY ARE DESIGNED AND BUILT ON SHORELINES TO 

UTILIZE HUGE AMOUNTS OF WATER FOR COOLINGi BOTH THE THERMAL 

DISCHARGE AND OCCASIONAL SPILLS OF NUCLEAR WASTE WATERS HAVE 

NEGATIVELY AFFECTED THE WATER QUALITY FOR OTHER.USES SUCH AS 

SWIMMING AND COMMUNITY WATER SUPPLIES. JUST THE PHYSICAL DE­

SIGN AND BUILDING OF THE PLANT USUALLY CAUSES SEVERE DOWNSTREAM 

EROSION OF NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES. THE DONALD C. COOK NUCLEAR 

POWER PLANT AT BRIDGMAN, MICfilGAN STATED EA.RLY IN ITS ENVIRON­

MENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT THAT GEOLOGY DID NOT AFFECT THE ENVIRON­

MENT, AND SO WAS NOT BEING CONSIDERED~ THAT PLANT WAS TAKEN 

TO COURT BY NEIGHBORING PROPERTY OWNERS WHOSE SHORE PROPERTY 

WAS BEING EXCESSIVELY ERODED BY THE SEAWALL AND HARBOR JETTIES 

INTERFERING WITH THE NORMAL LONGSHORE CURRENTS. 

THE WORLD'S LARGEST PUMPED STORAGE HYDRO-ELECTRIC PLANT HAS 

BEEN BUILT JUST SOUTH OF LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN. IT IS PLACED 

ON SEVERAL' HUNDRED FEET OF UNCONSOLIDATED GLACIAL SEDIMENTS 

WHICH ARE NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO SUPPORT THE DAILY LOADING AND 

UNLOADING OF MILLIONS OF TONS OF WATER. THE HIGH VELOCITY 

DISCHARGE CURRENTS ARE NEGATIVELY AFFECTING SHORE EROSION. 



- 11 -

LEAKAGE FROM THE RESERVOIR ITSELF HAS DRASTICALLY RAISED THE 

GROUNDWATER TABLE, DROWNED ORCHARDS AND. IS CAUSING ACCELERATED 

DAMAGE TO PRIVATE PROPERTIES. BECAUSE THE PLAN FOR THE PLANT 

WAS SUBMITTED AND APPROVED IN THE MID-60s, NO ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT STATEMENT WAS REQUIRED OR PREPARED. ALSO, THE EARLY 

GEOLOGICAL REPORTS SEEM TO HAVE BEEN IGNORED. 

DR. NEIL STEUER OF THE SITES STANDARDS BRANCH OF THE NUCLEAR 

REGULATING COMMISSION TELLS US THAT HIS OFFICE DOES NOT NOW 

HA VE THE GEOLOGICAL DATA AVAILABLE TO SAY WHETHER A NUCLEAR 

POWER PLANT SHOULD BE SITED IN MOST PLACES WHERE POWE;R COM­

. PANIES WISH TO PLACE THEM. ONLY BY SPECIFICALLY DETAILING 

THE INFO.RMATION TO BE CONTAINED IN AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT, AND HAVING QUALIFIED SCIENTISTS REVIEW TJIOSE STATE'.'"" 

MENTS, WILL WE BE ABLE TO KNOW WHAT THE EFFECT OF THE STRUC­

TURES AND PLANTS OPERATION WILL BE ON THE ENVIRONMENT. 

2. PORT FACILITIES 

SOME SHORELINE HARBOR FACILITIES WILL ALWAYS BE 

NEEDED FOR PLEASURE BOATS, VARIOUS REGULATORY AND WORK BOATS, 

AND TRADITIONALLY SIZED COMMERCIAL VESSELS. THE TREND TOWARD 

VERY LARGE AND ULTRA-LARGE TANKERS CAN WELL EXTEND TO OVER-

SIZED BULK CARRIERS TOO, WHICH MAKES CONSTRUCTION OF OFFSHORE 

PORT FACILITIES A NECESSITY IN PLANNING COASTAL PROGRAMS. WE 

HAVE THE NECESSARY GEOLOGICAL AND ENGINEERING CAPABILITI~s-i1fow 
; TO SITE AND BUILD THESE NEW PORTS SO THEY WILL SURVIVE.STORMS, 

. ,, ,, 
PROTECT THE SHIPS, AND NOT DRASTICALLY INTERFERE WITH THE 

. '·~,, 

ENVIRONMENT. 
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3. IMPROVED NAVIGATION SYSTEMS 

THERE IS NO EXCUSE TODAY FOR THE EXTREMELY HIGH 

RATE OF SHIPS COLLIDING OR RUNNING AGROUND. WELL OVER 1, 000 

SHIPS DO THIS EVERY YEAR JUST IN THE GREAT LAKES: DAMAGE TO 

TANKERS AND SUPERTANKERS FREQUENTLY SPILLS MASSIVE AMOUNTS 

OF OIL INTO HARBORS AND OCEANS. SO LONG AS OULY OUTDATED 

LORAN-A, DECCA, GEOCEIVER, OMEGA OR THE UNDERDEVELOPED LORAN-C 

ARE DEPENDED UPON, THESE NAVIGATION SYSTEMS CAN BE THROWN OFF 

BY SUN SPOTS, IONOSPHERIC CHANGES, SKYWAVE, EARTH MAGNETIC 

FIELDS, AND MOISTURE SUCH AS FOG AND RAIN. A COMBINATION OF 

COMPUTERIZED BAT~TRIC COURSE SETTINGS WITH LORl\..N-C SATELLITE 

BOUNCE SYSTEMS CAN PROVIDE PRECISE, ALL-WEATHER, WORLDWIDE 

NAVIGATION SYSTEMS FOR BOTH DEEP AND SHALLOW WATERS. 

THE AUGUST 1974 EDITION OF THE U.S. COAST GUARD'S "LORAN-C 

USER HANDBOOK" RECOGNIZES THE VALUE OF COMBINING LORAN-C WITH 

BATHYMETRIC CHARTING, BUT SAYS "CHARTS ARE NOW NOT ACCURATE 

ENOUGH TO USE LORAN-C FOR INSHORE WORK •••• ". YET IT IS IN THE 

CONGESTED INSHORE AREAS WHERE SO MANY COLLISIONS AND ACCIDENTS 

OCCUR RESULTING IN DEVASTATING OIL SPILLS. SEVERAL INDIVIDUAL 

GEOLOGISTS HAVE BEEN DOING DETAILED BOTTOM TERRAIN MAPPING, 

AND CAN QUICKLY APPLY THEIR EXPLORATION TECHNIQUES TO PROVIDE 

DATA NECESSARY FOR ACCURATE BATHYMETRIC NAVIGATION SYSTEMS. 

SUCH SUBMARINE AND SATELLITE SYSTEMS SHOULD BE MANDITORY IN 

SUCH CRITICAL AREAS AS THE GULF OF ALASKA, PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND 

AND PORT VALDEZ. THE TECHNICAL AND SCIENTIFIC CAPABILITIES 
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ALREADY EXIST, AND SHOULD BE SUPPORTED BY BOTH GOVERNMENT 

AND INDUSTRY TO PROVIDE THE BEST POSSIBLE NAVIGATION SYSTEMS. 

4. BULK FUEL STORAGE 

TANK FARMS HAVE BEEN THE USUAL WAY OF STOCKPILING 

BULK LIQUID AND GASEOUS FUELS IN PORT AREAS. THE FREQUENT 

EXPLOSIONS AND FIRES IN SUCH AREAS ARE DANGEROUS AND TERRIBLY 

EXPENSIVE AS WELL AS WASTEFUL OF ENERGY RESOURCES. BY KONNING 

PIPELINES FROM OFFSHORE DEVELOPMENT PLATFORMS AND OFFSHORE 

PORTS INLAND TO DISTRIBUTION CENTERS, THE NEED FOR SHORELINE 

TANK FARMS CAN BE ELIMINATED THUS RELEASING GROUND SUR.fACE 

FOR OTHER AND BETTER USES. IN PLACES WHERE TANK FARMS NOW 

EXIST, THEY CAN GRADUALLY BE CHANGED TO UNDERGROUND STORAGE 

(STRATIGRAPHIC, MINED CAVERN, OR BURIED SPECIAL TANKS DEPEND­

ING UPON LOCAL GEOLOGICAL CONDITIONS) SO THE ACCIDENT RATE 

CAN BE CUT AND THE EXPENSIVE SURFACE REAL ESTATE CAN BE USED 

FOR OTHER ACTIVITIES. UNDERGROUND STORAGE IS CONSIDERABLY 

CHEAPER THAN ABOVE GROUND TANKAGE; AS LITTLE AS 1/6 THE COST 

OF ABOVE GROUND STORAGE IN SOME CASES. 

5. USE OF OFFSHORE AND COASTAL ZONE RESOURCES 

THE OFFSHORE AND THE COASTAL ZONE UNITS ARE VERY 

IMPORTANT INTER-DEPENDENT SYSTEMS USED BY MAN, BIRDS, ANIMALS, 

INSECTS, FISH AND A MULTITUDE OF OTHER ZOOLOGICAL AND BOTANI­

CAL SPECIES. WHEN MAN EXPANDS HIS ACTIVITIES, HE CAN EITHER 

KNOW WHAT HE IS DOING AND MAINTAIN AN ENVIRONMENT WHERE THE 
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ECOLOGY CAN CONTINUE TO FLOURISH, OR HE CAN RUIN THE PLACE 

FOR EVERYONE AND EVERYTHING. 

THE COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS ARE MAKING LOCAL PLANNERS, 

DEVELOPERS AND SHORE PROPERTY OWNERS LEARN WHAT INDIVIDUAL 

FACTORS MAKE UP THE COASTAL ZONE, AND HOW TO RECOGNIZE PROPER 

USE, OVER-USE AND MIS-USE. THE FIRST YEAR OF THE ILLINOIS 

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM HAS CONSISTED IN LARGE PART 

OF A MAJOR GEOLOGICAL RESEARCH STUDY OF NEARSHORE LAKE BOTTOM 

MAPPING, CURRENT STUDIES AND INVESTIGATION OF THE MATERIA~ 

COMPRISING THE BEACH AND COASTAL ZONE. GEOLOGY WILL CONTINUE 

TO PLAY A LARGE PART IN THE SECOND AND THIRD YEARS WHILE HUMAN 

USE PROGRAMS AND PROPER PLANNING PROGRAMS AND LEGISLATION 

ARE DEVELOPED. 

FEDERAL FUNDING AND STATE FUNDING IS ESSENTIAL FOR SUPPORTING 

THESE PROGRAMS. INDIVIDUALS AND SEPARATE COMMUNITIES DO NOT 

HAVE THE FUNDS TO BUDGET FOR TECHNICAL STUDIES, NOR FOR THE 

ACQUISITION OF BUFFER PROPERTIES. ON THE OTHER HAND, WITHOUT 

COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTION AS TO THE TYPES AND SCOPE OF SCIENTI­

FIC STUDIES REQUIRED, FEW COMMUNITIES WOULD REALIZE THE NEED 

FOR BASIC SCIENTIFIC STUDIES BEFORE PLANNING DEVELOPMENT PRO­

GRAMS. FR<;>M THE MANY EXAMPLES ALREADY CITED AND KNOWN, IT 

APPEARS THAT A COMPREHENSIVE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT 

SHOULD BE REQUIRED PRIOR TO APPROVAL OF CONSTRUCTION OR USE 

OF THE ENVIRONMENT. SUCH IMPACT STATEMENTS SHOULD ADDRESS 

THE FULL SPECTRUM OF THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE ECOLOGY, WITHOUT 
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OVERBALANCING IT IN FAVOR OF ONE SINGLE ASPECT SUCH AS 

POPULATION GROWTH FIGURES OR MIGRATORY BIRDS. IN ORDER TO 

OBTAIN MEANINGFUL IMPACT STATEMENTS, THE LEGISLATIVE REQUIRE­

MENTS FOR THE CONTENT OF THE STATEMENTS MUST BE SPECIFICALLY 

CATALOGUED, OR WE CAN AGAIN HA VE POWER PLANT BUILDERS SAY 

THAT GEOLOGY OR PRECIPITATION OR SPAWNING FISH DON'T AFFECT 

THE ENVIRONMENT AND SO CAN BE IGNORED. 

FROM THE POINT OF VIEW OF WORKING GEOLOGISTS, WE I<NOW THAT 

EXPLORATION FOR OIL AND GAS ON THE OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF 

CAN AND SHOULD PROCEED. WE ALSO ARE CONCERNED WITH HELPING 

TO SEE THAT THIS ACTIVITY DOES NOT DISRUPT COASTAL COMMUNITIES 

OR CHANGE THE ENVIRONMENT MORE THAN IS ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY. 

WE BELIEVE THAT THE GEOLOGICAL COMMUNITY CAN HELP WITH THE 

EXPLORATION AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS, AND STAND READY TO 

HELP DEVELOP THE NEEDED LEGISLATION .• 

EXPERIENCE HAS SHOWN US THAT UNLESS GEOLOGY IS SPECIFICALLY 

REQUIRED FOR CONSIDERATION OF OUTER CONTINENTAL SHELF DEVELOP­

MENT, ENERGY FACILITY SITING, AND PLANNING FOR ENERGY-RELATED 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS ON THE COASTAL ZONES, 

THEN IT IS USUALLY NOT CONSIDERED BY STATES AND COMMUNITIES. 

WE CAN SEE THAT SOME KIND OF COASTAL IMPACT FUND WOULD BE VERY 

USEFUL IN ENSURING THAT PROPER STUDIES BE MADE OF THE TOTAL 

ENVIRONMENT BEFORE PLANNING DECISIONS ARE MADE. 
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IT APPEARS THAT UNTIL EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT PHASES OF 

OFFSHORE DRILLING HAVE BEEN COMPLETED, THERE WILL NOT BE 

ENOUGH SCIENTIFIC·AND TECHNICAL DATA AVAILABLE FOR THE STATE 

COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS TO KNOW PRECISELY WHAT PRO­

BLEMS AND RESOURCES THEY WILL HAVE TO MANAGE. A BUILT-IN TIME 

LAG BETWEEN THE EXPLORATION-DEVELOPMENT PHASES AND THE FINAL 

PRODUCTION PHASE WOULD BENEFIT THE STATE PLANNING GROUPS. A 

FULL-SCALE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT WOULD BE HELPFUL 

TO BOTH THE OIL COMPANIES AND THE STATES PRIOR TO ·ooING INTO 

THE FULL-SCALE PRODUCTION PROGRAM. NO MAJOR TIME BREAK SHOULD 

BE DEMANDED BETWEEN THE EXPLORATION AND DEVELOPMENT STAGES 

SINCE THE VARIOUS STEPS OF THE EXPLORATION PROGRAMS CLIMAX 

WITH THE DRILLING OF DEEP WELLS TO PROVE OUT THE PRESENCE OF 

OIL OR GAS IN A SUB-BOT!'OM STRUCTURE DELINEATED BY GEOPHYSICAL 

AND GEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATION. wmm THE PRESENCE OF OIL OR GAS 

IN COMMERCIAL QUANTITIES HAS BEEN PROVEN, THEN A FULL-SCALE 

PRODUCTION PROGRAM WOULD BE MOUNTED AND AN ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

STATEMENT CAN LOGICALLY BE REQUIRED. 

IT IS ESSENTIAL THAT STATES WORK TOGETHER ON A REGIONAL BASIS 

TO HANDLE COASTLINE PROBLEMS. FEDERAL FUNDING AND STATE FUND­

ING OF PROGRAMS WILL HELP BRING ABOUT AN EFFECTIVE AND UNIFIED 

STANDARD OF ITEMS TO CONSIDER IN COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT. 

H.R. 3981 THE "COASTAL ENVIRONMENT ACT OF 1975 11 OFFERS SOME 

CONSTRUCTIVE HELP TO STATE AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES. WE FEEL 

THAT MORE SPECIFICS OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL DATA NEEDED 
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AS BASIC INFORMATION TO A COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT PLAN SHOULD 

BE INCLUDED IN THE BILL. CO-ORDINATION OF MULTI-DISCIPLINES 

SHOULD BE REQUIRED. WE WOULD LIKE TO SEE RECOGNITION OF SUCH 

AVAILABLE TECHNIQUES AS BATHYMETRIC NAVIGATION, DESIGN OF 

STRUCTURES TO COMPLEMENT RATHER THAN DISRUPT LONGSHORE AND 

DEEP WATER CURRENTS, OCEAN BOTTOM MAPPING RELATED TO FISHING 

INDUSTRIES, AND EROSION CONTROL BY'SIMULATED REEFS AND BARS 

COMPATIBLE WITH LOCAL NATURAL FEATURES. 

EXPLORATION, DEVELOPMENT AND USE OF THE CONTINENTAL SHELF, 

COASTAL ZONE LANDS AND THE WATERS ARE NOT INEVITABLY EVIL, . 
DESTRUCTIVE AND DIRTY. HOWEVER, THE SEA AND THE SHORE ENVIRON­

MENTS ARE COMPLICATED PHYSICAL AND BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS WHICH 

ARE TERRIBLY UNFORGIVING OF ANY CARELESSNESS, INCAPACITY OR 

NEGLECT SHOWN WHEN PLANNING AND PERPETRATING THIS USAGE. I 

URGE YOU TO INSIST ON SPECIFICALLY REQUIRING THOROUGH GEOLO­

GICAL DOCUMENTATION AS WELL AS BIOLOGICAL, ENGINEERING AND 

SOCIAL USE DATA BE PROVIDED AS A BASIS ON WHICH TO BUILD ALL 

DEVELOPMENT AND USAGE PROGRAMS. 

THANK YOU. 

' ) 
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LANSING (UPl)-The win­

ning number in the Michgan 
LOttery's $1 triple pl!!Y jackpot 
drawing today is 841. 

The winning number in the 
jackpot drawing on Tuesday 
wa_s 251. 
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-vf·fte·r$ ·still Angry 
ENSON . ~ "disastrous effects" to property and voiced many of their Mallory told about 15 member~ Ken fiull, referring io a spr~y 
Writer ' that could be caused by the complaints to Paul LaBlanc, of the group at the meeting that pond on his property south of the 
Marquette Ludington Pumped Storage principal land use planner for nothing has been done in a plant. "The water is now on the 

sociation is Hydroelectric Plant. ' Michigan's Region 8 Planning year's time to correct problems top of the ground and by the side 
trated than · Meeting for the first time Commission, who attended the at his property as far as he was of the road." Other members 
·Power Cq. \ sin~e ~anuar¥, property owners session. concerned .. "Bill Reid from had similar claims along with 
· members reviewed their status, what has Association President Roland Consumers came out to my · sloughing off of the shoreline 
1 about the happened in the past six m~nths home and looked over the bluffs, which they are convinced 
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' problems caused by the leakage are caused by the 7,000 gallons 

!,I ... · ••..• I ~~~~;:~::~~~~:~~~~ ~~t.~~~~~:~~ 
,< •. "' Circuit Court jury at a civil tr\al sent to the Michigan ,Depart-
" ·· "' · ft h n d g · t the ment of Natural Resources at ··~ .. ;:.'',:;~.:1,:. , ':.. ~o~~a~ye r~/ re=ti~~~~on of the end of the month which 

_, · property, business and house identifies erosion problems, ;f )':\ 
1
, loss, said Consumers is now some related to the construction 

.·; · · ;;7 trying to force her to pay for the and operation of the Ludington 
i!<;);_ expert witness fees of persons Pumped Storage Hydroelectric 

.·~.·.:. .... ··~~ .. 1.·.:.:.'.~,.'. ·;." . ~;~~1:~~~~1!~~t1r~~r:p~:~;: ::!~L~~~~nd~sr t~:~ic~fga:. 
· . . News .a hearing was held in Shorelands Protection Act of 

. , };: ·,·{;· Circuit Court recently at which 1970. 
', .·•~~~· time the company wanted Mrs. LaBlanc said the report will 

Bloomer to pay some $4,600 in 1 hopefully be utilized to prevent 
witness fees. "I think it's )ust power companies from building 
scare tactics," Mrs: Bloomer similar plants in the state that 
said, who added the company is " could cause some of the same 
trying to . discourage any other · difficulties. But, as far . as doing 
property owner from filing a · anything about the ' Ludington 
civil suit against them. · · · 'plant, according to ,LaBlanc, 

And at this point the only hope litigation seems to be · the only 
the property owners association answer' at this time. l'I hope, 

·, has is litigation, because other however, we can uncover 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HIMGTON 

June 19, 1975 

Dear Mr. Journey: 

The President ~as received several letters from a 
Michigan frie~d of his concerning the pump storage 
hydro-electric olant built just south of Ludington, 
Michigan. 

The story which this friend relates is that such a 
project by t~e Cons tuner Power Company and Detroit 
Edison Company has resulted in severe damage to the 
near-by private lakeshore property including a home 
and shop owned by her . This party brought suit in 
a State Court against the owners of the plant but 
did not succeed in obtaining a judgment, allegedly 
because the presentation of the case was not well 
handled in her behalf and because of an unsympa­
thetic judge. 

I first advised this correspondent that I believed 
there was no opportunity to help her at the Federal 
level , but she asked me to discuss the problem with 
Ms. Edith M. McKee , a geologist who had helped to 
prepare the plaintiff'~ case for the trial. Ms . McKee 
did call at my office on the day she testified before 
the Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries Sub­
committee on Oceanography . A copy of her testimony 
is enclosed because it deals in part, starting on . 
page 10, with the Ludington hydro-electric plant . 
Ms . McKee advises that prior to the trial in question, 
she was unable to complete her s tudy of the effect of 
the plant on lake currents , and this lack of information 
contributed to the difficulty of making an effective 
case in court. Nevertheless , Ms. McKee is convinced 
that serious errors were made by the utilities in 
locating and designing the plant as they did and 

·believes that the errors made should serve as a l esson 
of what to avoid when locating and designing other 
similar plants along the Great Lakes. 
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Ms. McKee advises that much additional property, beyond 
that owned by her client is being threatened by the 
existence and operation of this plant, partly because 
of severe leaks fyom the bottom of the reservoir and 
partly from the effect of the water discharge on lake 
currents. She makes the point that unless utilities in 
locating and designing such plants take heed of problems 
like this, there will be continued public opposition to 
construction of additional plants despite the crying 
need for further electric power capacity. 

I call this situation to your attention because of the 
strong interest on the part of this Administration and 
your Commission to expedite the development of hydro­
electric power. I would appreciate your referring this 
matter to the appropriate official on the Commission 
staff who could suggest a letter I might send to the 
President ' s correspondent and Ms . McKee on the policies 
and authority of the Federal Power Commission which 
bear on the Ludington situation as described and 
generally on other pump storage plants being planned. 

Mr. Drexel D. Journey 
General Counsel 
Federal Power Commission 
Room 8000 
825 North Capital Street 
Washington, D. C. 20426 

Si~~erely, 

~~···W~ 
Philip W. Buchen 
Counse to the President 
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Dear Mr. Buchen: 

Th&nk you for your time spent with Edith McKee. I do 
deeply a ppreciate itl 

Thought you might be interested in this attached arti­
cle. The DNR d;·ecognizes the fact that the problem does 
exist, tha t Consumers Power (CP) is to blame, that the 
errors by CP has caused this situation. 

I' 
I 

Through these errors by them in not wi sely planning, I'm 
the one who has los t everything and has suffered through 
their mistakes. They h~ve deprived me of home, bus i­
ness and property, caused me to expend thous ands of 
dollars trying to recover my loss and done unmerciful 
things to my mental and physical health s ince Jan. of 
1972. (That just may be the longest sentence on record.) 

Every crime in this country i s covered by a law but it's 
really wierd that there i s no law to cover thi s horren­
dous crime of eco-vandalism. 

I do, all too clearly, realize th8t the President cannot 
"attack" a Utility Co. but, by analogy, can a Utility Co. 
attack the other property owners and me and walk home 
free? Not to mention the possible endangering of lives 
should a catastro).;he occur, a possibility ·which seems 
imminent with the utter deva sta tion. 

Thank you kindly again for your time. The a ppreciation 
continues. 

Sincerely, 

u - /. ~\(£ 
(Mrs . Robert Bloomer) 
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;~O~pl~i,nts ·Ai);ed 
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: 

!:.· '· B.y BARBARA DAVIS 
. r-': ,• · Ludington Correspondent 
J,., . . 

. 'LUDINGTON - Complaints about , 
the Cons_umers Power-Detroit Edison . 

· pumped storage hydroelectric plant 
"nearJ; Ludington . were heard by one 

'. ·more'' state · officiat Tuesday at' the 

meeting of the Summit-Pere Mar­
quette Township Property Owners As­
sociation. 

, ..: I 

water (to be flowing in or out of 'the 
lake) Consumers admits they're losing 
water -but they won't admit where it 
goes. They just ignore us." 

One solution tp the argument sug­
gested Tuesday is. a die test that can be 
done to show water travel from the · 
reservoir. This involves putting a 
harmless colored dye· into the reservoir 

water but so far no one from CP has 
volunteered this method. 

. .. 
another solution, tljough costly, w1 
be for Consumers to drain the res 
oir and resurface the clay boll 
Some areas of the· man-made lake 
covered by less than the suggested 

. to eight feet of 'clay. The associa 
believes this could be · because 
"was in a hurry" to get the proje1 
operation. · ' 

Paul LaBlanc, of the Land Use Plan­
ners office in Grand· Rapid~. came to · 

Tuesday's meeting to follow · µp ·the 
.feedback his office received after it 

I . . 

The association also said anothe 
lution would be for Consumers "to 
tect · themselves'1 and buy up 

I. 
' I " ·I I I 
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, 'asked for local assistance around the 
· state in . determining problems along 

Michigan's shoreline. 

Mr. LaBlanc said a grant from the 
Department of Natural Resources was 
provided last year to do a shoreline· 

planning study to .develop some goals . 
for future land use along the Great 
Lakes. He said this study was to deter­
mine .. how to avoid mistakes already 
mad.e, and wasn't necessarily involved 
..yith correcting damage already done. 

I I 

One . thing Mr. LaBlanc said his· of­
fice was particularly interested in was 
the effects of utility plants on the 
shoreline. Ludington is unique right 

1 
now as the only powerplant in opera- · . 

. tion on any surroundin_g lake. Mr. La- ·' 
Blanc said his office believes the Lud­
ington site should definitely be studied 

"so any future · plants. w,pn't do the 
same things, done here

1 

"Nothing really can be done to al-

. leviate the damage done with the plant 
here," Mr. LaBlanc said, "We want to 

concentrate on not having this repeat­
ed somewhere else." 

'The initial studies on the-project site 
were done between 1959 and 1969.. Con­
struction . began in July, '69, 1 and in 
January, '72, one of the first of many 
property OWf!ers between the project 
and Lake Michigan began to claim vis­
able .damage to his property. 

Comp'.aints aired Tuesday included 
massive craters develo~ing or growing 
on property, water run!'ling . continually 
along the road, outside stairways being 

"eaten .away au! destroyed, sections ·of 
banks sliding and shifting, numerous 

· trees lost because the ground under 

~. : them has given way, · m?ssive · cracks 
l. . ~.. :running in from the lake, and numer- · 

: ~ , 1 ous springs showing up along that area 

1 of sho~eline . !. ::, •· .. ~:'i~~·:,.~ .. .'· -.~. 
\1 I I Only one proptery owner has gone to 

court because of damage to her pr.oper: 
•~...,,.,.,..'.....-y' suffered"buf Mrs:_ Christie. Bloomer 

I 
. ' lost her case before a jury· in March. 

: . She· claims 'she lost 45 feet of land ' in 

. less than thr~. years and at this, time 
she says her house is less · than 10 feet 
from falling into the lake~ ·: · , . : , : 

..,,,.· ~ • • ~,.. • .. .• 'IP ~ 

Co1111umcrfl Power br(Jt11tht 11 hi II rttt 
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• ' decision will be made, ~IU:r U~ t.r#ll•• 
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The "'~ssociation president, Roland 
Mallory, said CP is aware of the prob-
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ing Mr. LaBlanc said his of­

panicularly interested in was 

:ts of utility plants on the 

. Ludington is unique right 

he only powerplant in opera- 1 

.ny surrounding lake. Mr. La-
1
· 

id his office believes the Lud- · 

te should definitely be studied \ 
furure plants W!Jn't do the 

ngs done here. 

I 

water (to be flowing in or out of the 

lake) Consumers admits they're losing 

water -but they won't admit where it 

goes. They just ignore us." 

One solution tp the argument sug­

gested Tuesday is a die test that can be 

done to show water travel from the 

reservoir. This involves putting a 

harmless colored dye· into the reservoir 

water but so far no one from CP has 

volunteered this method. 

l _The ' association members believe 

·1 1 

another solution, t!1ough costly, would lake. They currently own very little of 

be for Consumers to drain the reserv- the frontage. 

oir and resurface the cl;;iy bottom. The general consensus of those at the 

Some areas of the man-made lake are meeting was that "nobody cares but 

covered by less than the suggested five the property owners involved trying to 

to eight feet of ·clay. The association save themsleves" and "'the problem is, 

·believes this could be · because CP we feel there is something that can be 

"was in a hurry" to get the project in done. They (CP) just ignore us." 

operation. Mr. LaBlanc said he will meet with 

into the " possible" federal legislation 

that could correct the problems. 

He admitted it's hard to make any 

legislation retroactive and probably 

would only prevent future problems 

wit,h other projects like Ludingtori's. 
, . ' 
Mr. LaBlanc said the DNR does 

fully get this point across. The associa­

tion ·reports they've had little luck with 

getting assistance ·from state legisla­

tors from the Ludington area. 

Mrs. Bloomer suggested if the asso­

ciation does decide on a class action 

suit that it ask for a different location 

and different judge other than the Lud­

ington court.system. 
. ' 

"If I sound bitter," Mrs. Bloomer 

said," yes, I am. The Consumers Pow­

er project has wiped me out." 
The association also said another so- the DNR June 23 on the Ludington 

lution would be for Consumers "to pro-· . area probiems. He said he'll also bring 

tect themselves" and buy up the up the association's request for assis­

prope~ h;~1--:-aJ.a'h\ ;m~';"t-i and the tance from a state geologist and look 

~· ' -=====-~ ~--=============:::=::::;:;::::;::
::;.:::::::~~~~-=:::":""~~""".""~~

~~~~~~~~~~-

recognize the fact that the Consumers 

Power-Detroit Edison Pump Storage 

Project in Ludington does cause· probe 

!ems to the surrounding area and he 

says their report to the state will hope-

·. ... ~ .. 

. ' 
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JWle 23, 1975 

Dear iss c:Xeo: 

Thank you very uch for your letter of 
June 18. 

I did find our visit toq ther v ry helpful 
and I bav passed on some of the informatio:1 
you save to other peopl in the Government 
in th .10p s of arousing official concern 
a.bout the ituation at the Ludington Pump 
Stor g Plant. Aa soon as I do rec ive 
further information, I will contact you. 

Sincer ly, 

Philip • uchen 
counsel to the Pre ident 

U.ss ith • cKe , C.P.G. 
416 Mapl Street 
innetka, Illinois 60093 

cc: Mrs. Christie 11100 r 

/ 
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.. 
C.O.)~SCL 't;''G G:=::OL:JS1ST 

\~r . ?hilip Sr:chen 
i~e --.,f1i te ~ouse 
:Tash ingto~, D.C . 

Dear 1{!" . B~cfle::: 

18 June 1971:-i 

It 1ria3 a pleas:.;_~~ ~::::::.9ed meeting t~ri th. J'"'OU last ""reek . i :iope :,:~at you i id 3et --:ine fo r- ~ha::. 57'l.in . 

::once:cning Mrs . 3l:Jo!'.ler 1 s problem, an incr2asing n1l"l.ber of her '1eighborL'1g f roperty owners a:ce becoming alarmed and are seriously considering a class 
action suit against Consumers Pml'fer. Also , I've been contacted by the !'.ii dwest Burea;i Chi:Jf of ABC- TV about ~he poss i bility of a rieveloping news 
story at Ludington. Already there is speculation about the possib;lity of 
a 11 Poseidon Adventure:• in the Lake 11,;ichigan if the whole s ide of the bluff 
collapses a::d plu.1ges in+,o the lake creating =- :nassive -:r=.·re which could 
catch one or more ships broadside before r:ioving on 3.gainst the .~isconsin a::id Illinois shorelines. So far, I have been guar ded in r:iy remarks t o the '1!.edia, but as the damage to shore properties escalates there will be growing i:1terest by newspapers and TV. Before such reporting interest develo~s , i t is hoped t hat there will be an adequate scientific monitoring a..1d review 
pro'?;rarn unden'a:r to provide positive ne·Ns input .. 

In view of the President's support of utiliti es , including his recent 
proposal for up to ~)l billio:1 in tax: relief to assist in ;:i.ore const::uction projects, it would seem logical tl'1at a thorough study of existing plar1t 
sites and operations could and should be initiated f rom the highest levels. 
Across thE. country, 'tre have exa.rnples of nuclear a...."1d tradi tional ;:ower plants 
~ausing enviror.J:'lental and oper ating diff iculties w~ich should be officially recognized &'1d rectified. Cer tainly these same mistakes should ~e a•roided 
iD siting and l:uEding fut,1re pla."'1ts. -='he Lu,ii,_gt.on Punped Stor age ?lant 
-.'!C,~'i be a nri.!"!le candi-Jo.':.e to irsestie;a"'Je :,o lea::-n ;ust haw it i fit.tin;;?'. 
i~ ~~0 ~r~e en~ii:-on""n.ent be:ore all the or:iher ~:lant.s p:!:·opcvea for l..ak3 :._J..~hisi'1 ar-:; site .. a-i:Ct desi ;:iedc If I i:an be ·J_._ help i:i pu-:ting -:o~ethar s11~l.1. a s:.uC..:r 
2r ·:n::; or ~Or.'ID.~3sion , nlsa se call upon me. 

'i t.h interest, I look for-Na:r ".i "-,o ?!ear7_ng what action r;c:.n be tal.ceno 

.-< I 
' -I , , / 

;.(_ Jf-

cc: ~frs . Christie Bloomer 

(_I 
/ 

/ / 1 
I I/ 

, : / 
I ,, ,. _....... 

/ 

,./ 
(__~\...__ ... ___ _ 

McKee , C . P . 1} . 



GENERAL COUNSEL 

FEDERAL POWER COMMISSION 

Philip W. Buchen, Esquire 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

June 23, 1975 

Thank you for your letter of June 19, 1975. I shall 

look into the matter. You will receive a report on the 

Ludington situation this week. I believe you will find the 

report useful in responding to the President's correspondent 

and Ms . McKee. 

Sincerely, 

Drexel D. Journey 
General Counsel 



GENERAL COUNSEL 

FEDERAL POWER COMMISSION 

Philip W. Buchen, Esquire 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

In Reply Refer To: 
OGC 
Project No. 2680 
Ludington Pumped Storage 

Project 

JUN 2 7 1975 

I am enclosing a factual report on the Ludington Pumped 
Storage Project, all as indicated in my letter of June 23. 

I hope this report is helpful to you in responding to 
the President's correspondent and Ms. McKee. It was prepared 
with the thought that you might choose to forward the report 
as the response to those correspondents. Three copies are 
enclosed. 

The staff report calls attention to administrative 
investigations which are now being conducted by FPC staff 
personnel with respect to the water condition of the Project 
and to procedures which interested or adversely affected 
persons may avail themselves of before the Commission. If 
there are further questions, I shall be pleased to respond. 

Thank you for the opportunity to review this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Drexel D. Journey 
General Counsel 

Enclosure: FPC Staff Report Ludington Pumped Storage Project 
No. 2680, Consumers Power Company & The De Qti.90, 
Edison Company, Licensees. <~" 

::g 
Jr. 
~ .... 





GERALD R. FORD LIBRARY 

ITEM TRANSFER FORM 

The item described below has been transferred from this file to: 

X Audiovisual Unit 

Oversized Container 

Book Collection 

Ford Museum in Grand Rapids 

Item: 

3x 3x3 color photographs of a body of water and a beach 

The item was transferred from: 

Philip Buchen Files 

Box:49 

File: President - Personal: Family - Christie Bloomer {2) 

Initials/Date TMH I 2/17 /16 
·~~......=.'-=0..-'-'--="'-=-'~----



• 

l-.J. r '75 

~'LG .. }\ \fl R . ~uC~'f....J : 

/. ' A\ J vs':-' R t,C.<C..\vL.A - , Y\SS {. fl-u'vJ\..C5 J 

'\\""''} \, { Tu. '1 \'VI. :, h ..- b f._ " + " .._) ;-{,\" .-
lo (i ,, 

w\u:>M<t:JU\.. is L\,~c\i..1 .... l <nw ~<. 

G.\s.o, L\.,..) AdJ:(t<'>->r...Q !'-JlA.VS ~tl~. 

f\ ! enu'.'.~ u :~6 Th"""" , _ 

S'·; ...l (, '<>. '-1 · 
L \ n.:r.c< ~ 6 lt><=>Y\A -t:Jt.. 

DAYBREAK C01TAGE 
8794 Glendale 

Onekama, Michigan 4967~ 

~~ 
)' 

. ~o.J 

: . <:..v· ' :: l 
,) .-, 
\ , .... ... 
'-..,.___/ 

) , 





-----l A"--' r (\._ ~Go• bi. 0-f{ -

~ ~ i. <.~ t... ()'\ /\-1"V\..S -

.L>· r.... ToO , <;. ct 
c;:_ ~ v ..., ·~ :;J_ $ 0 ' O, \iJ >:YV C ) 11-'it- t::. 

·l\t~_J .s ~\.b<J...; .( ~~ ~t: blvff> 

0--J '( ( '-'"' ~ ? \ /}---' c-' h11~t: 

(__ "'\.. M-r;_,,.... ~ 
b--.; ;-- --!-u ~ 

k~"' 

·\~ "]~I 

Cc. 

( -

\_ 1<- ') L{ 

1--) D <~ '--1 l1'Q..<; 

:t rc(~1 

·TVv- ~'1- ~ 

\t\0~ t_,v<~-

• 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W.-\SHI.'."G TON 

June 30, 19 75 

Dear Mr. Mallory: 

At lvlrs. Robert Bloomer 1s request, I am enclosing 
for your information a document entitled 11F PC 
Staff Report - Ludington Pumped Storage Project 
No . 2680, Consumer Power Company and the 
Detroit Edison Company, Licensees. 

The Staff Report calls attention to administrative 
investigations which are now being conducted by 
FPC personnel with respect to the water condition 
of the Ludington Pumped Storage project and to 
procedures which interested or adversely affected 
persons may avail themselves of before the Com­
mission. If there are any further questions, I 
suggest you call the office of Mr. T . A . Phillips 
whose address and· telephone nu...--nber is given on 
page 2 of the report. 

Sincerely, 

1~~~ 
Counsel to the President 

Mr . Roland Mallory 
South Lake Shore Drive 
Route 1 
Ludington, Michigan 49431 

Enc losure 



o,,. 

FPC Staff Report 
Ludington Pumped Storage Project No. 2680, 

Consumers Power Company & The Detroit Edison Company, Licensees 

I. The Ludington Pumped Storage Project is operated by 
the Consumers Power Company (CSC) and the Detroit Edison 
Company (DEC) under a license issued by the Federal Power 
Corrunission on July 30, 1969, for a term ending June 30, 2019 1_/. 
The statutory basis of the project license is Part I of the 
Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. 792-823. As licensed, the 
Project is under the continuing regulation of the Federal 
Power Commission. Remedial actions dealing with structural 
or operating conditions of the Project are within the admin­
istrative jurisdiction of the Corrunission and exercisable 
either upon complaint or upon the Corrunission's own motion. 

CSC and DEC, as licensees, are subject inter alia to 
the provisions of Section lO(c) of the Federal Power Act, 
16 U.S.C. 803(c). That Section requires licensees to conform 
to such rules and regulations as the Commission may, from 
time-to-time, prescribe for the protection of life, health 
and property. It further provides "-;': -;': -;': Each licensee 
hereunder shall be liable for all damages occasioned to the 
property of others by the construction, maintenance, or 
operation of the project works * * * constructed under the 
license, and in no event shall the United States be liable 
therefor." Article 20 of the license for the Ludington 
Pumped Storage Project specifically requires the licensees 
to take reasonable measures to prevent soil erosion resulting 
from the construction, operation or maintenance of the Project. 
The Conunission, by this Article, is authorized to order the 
licensees to construct and maintain such preventive works to 
accomplish the prevention of soil erosion as the Commission 
may find to be necessary. 

1/ The Project is located on Lake Michigan in Mason County, 
Michigan, and consists principally of an upper reservoir, 
six penstocks extending between the upper reservoir and 
Lake Michigan, a powerhouse, a substation, switchyard, a 
transmission line and six spur lines and appurtenant 
facilities. This pumped storage development was placed 
in full commercial operation on October 1, 1973, with a 
capacity of 1,872,000 kilowatts which are used for public 
utility purposes. 
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Since the commencement of commercial operation of this 
Project, the Commission's technical engineering staff has 
been monitoring water seepage and soil erosion factors. 
Both are very important and not to be ignored. The concerns 
of area residents relative to any erosion and seepage damage 
resulling from the construction and opera t. ion of the Ludington 
Pwnped Storage Project have entered into th.:.: staff's work. 
Problems such as these are investigated by the Couunission 
staff incident to their periodic inspection of the Project 
and by special inquiry and consultations with the licensee 
where that may be deemed necessary. 

Specifically, Cmmnission staff engineers have visited the 
Project site periodically, both during the construction phase 
and since operation commenced in 1973. In addition to these 
on-site inspections, the Commission staff has consulted with 
the licensees regarding investigations by them with respect 
to problems the licensees have discovered and , also in 
response to complaints by members of the public. These 
investigations of reservoir seepage and alleged damage result­
ing therefrom are continuing and on-going. 

To date, certain corrective measures have been undertaken, 
including installation of well pumps to lower the water table 
outside the reservoir. Another of licensees' periodic draw­
downs of the Project reservoir is scheduled for the coming 
Fourth of July weekend, to permit further reservoir inspection 
and to determine what furt her measures should be undertaken. 
Members of the Commission's engineering staff are scheduled to 
participate in this inspection. The results of that investiga­
tion and analysis will be available to all concerned. 

The matter of shoreline soil erosion will be further 
studied. Specifically, the Commission's staff will make 
that a subject of the forthcoming July Fourth inspection. 
Also, it should be noted that T . A. Phillips, Chief, FPC 
Bureau of Power, and his staff, are available to discuss the 
general matter of soil erosion at the Commission's Washington, 
D.C. office, 825 North Capitol Street, N.E., 20426, Area Code 
202 386 6483. 
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In licensing the Ludington Project, the Commission 
evaluated geological and environmental factors as they were 
then developed. The Commission's license order was issued on 
July 30, 1969 (42 FPC 275), pursuant to the comprehensive use 
of resources test of Section lO(a) of the Federal Power Act, 
16 U.S.C. 803(a). The Commission f ound that with the tenns 
and conditions imposed in the license, the Project would be 
best adapted to a comprehensive plan for improving a waterway, 
or waterways, for the use or benefit of interstate or foreign 
commerce, for the improvement and utilization of water-power 
development, and for other beneficial public uses, including 
recreational uses. Forty articles were included in the 
license by that order. 

By Article 33 of the license, the licensee was required 
to ret a in a board of three or more qualified independent con­
sultants to assess and make recommendations, for s afety and 
adequacy, as to the specifications, design and construction 
of the Project. Among other things, the board was required 
to assess and report on the geology of the Project site and 
surroundings and the design, specifications and construction 
of the dike embankment, asphaltic concrete lining, other 
linings and drainage systems which constitute the upper reser­
voir. Article 35 of the license required, in p art, that the 
licensee submit the results of hydraulic model studies on, 
among other things, the lake-front structures. Article 4, in 
part, makes the construction, operation and maintenance of the 
Project, and any work incident to additions or alterations, 
subject to the inspection and supervision of the Regional 
En gineer, Federal Power Commission, in the region where the 
Project is located or of such officer or agent as the Commis­
sion may designate, who shall be the authorized representative 
of the Commission for such purposes. 

Should it appear that licensees, at any time, are not 
diligently investigating and taking steps to resolve demon­
strated problems, the Commission staff will report the matter 
to the Commission with recommendations for appropriate remedial 
action by licensees, all pursuant to Conunission authority under 
the Federal Power Act and the terms of the license for this 
Project. 
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While staff has ascertained some general concerns of 
Project area residents, to date no specific complaint from a 
resident of the Project area has been received by the Conm1is­
sion. Should any member of the public have specific concerns 
regarding the operation of the Ludington Pumped Storage 
Project, he or she should be encouraged to bring these matters 
to the at tention of the Corr@ission. Section 1.6 of the Com­
mission's Rules, 18 CFR § 1. 6 , sets forth a procedure whereby 
any person complaining that a licensee has failed to comply 
with an act, rule, regulation, or order administered or issued 
by the Commission, may file a complaint which the licensee 
will be called upon to answer. If, in the judgment of the 
Commission, the complaint is not adequately satisfied by the 
licensee's answer, further action may be taken, including a 
formal hearing to which the original complainant would b e an 
automatic party. A copy of Section 1.6 of the Commission's 
Rules is attached hereto. 

II. Proposed Pumped Storage Facilities. At present 
there are seven applications for license for pumped storage 
hydroelectric projects pending befo re the Commission. All 
of these applications are subject to the requirements of 
Commission Order Nos. 415-C and 485, implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, issued December 18, 1972, 
and June 7, 1973, resp•~ctively . As a part of its 
application for license, each applicant is required to submit 
a detailed report of environmental factors. After initial 
review of this statement, the Commission staff determines 
whether or not the proposed action would constitute a major 
Federal action significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment. If the proposed action is found to be 
such a major Federal action, the Commission staff undertakes 
a detailed independent a n a l ysis of the action and prepares a 
draft environmental impact statement. The areas of concern 
noted by Ms. McKee in her testimony before the House Subcom­
mittee on Oceanography (geologic conditions, erosion, ground­
water tables) a r e among the many possible environmental factors 
which the Commis s ion staff is required to analyze. Problems 
that have arisen due to the location and design of previously 
licens e d hydroelectric projects play an important role in this 
analysis. The draft environmental impact statement is then 
circulated to appropriate gov ernmental bodies and to the 

I< 
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public for comments. Such comments are incorporated into the 
final environmental impact statement prepared by the Conrrnission 
staff, which accompanies the application for license through 
the agency review and decision-making process. Copies of 
Order Nos. 415-C and 485 are also attached. 

At the time of licensing the Ludington Project the 
National Environmental Policy Act had not been enacted . But, 
as noted supra, the comprehensive use of resources licensing 
test of § lO(a) of the Federal Power Act was applied by the 
Commission. 

Attachments: 

1. Section 1.6 of the Commission's Rules. 

2. Commission Order No. 415-C . 

3. Commission Order No. 485. 

,. 
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Chapter I-Federal Power Commission § 1.7 

<c> Form. Except where otherwiae 

provided by the Commission rules and 

regulations under which a specl.11c type of 

appllcation is flied, applications shall 

conform to the requirements of t 1.15 

as to copies and style, and to 11.18 aa 

to subscription and verification. 

[Order 141. 12 P.R. 8473, Dec. 19, 1947) 

§ I.6 Complaints and orders to 11how 

cause. 

<a> General. Any person, including 

any State or local commission, complain­

ing of anything done or omitted to be 

done by any licensee, public ut111ty or 

natural-gas company ln contravention 

of an act, rule, regulation, or order ad­

ministered or issued by this Commission, 

may file a complaint with the Com~s­

sion. If the complaint relates to a pro­

vision in a tariff or a contract on file 

with the Commission It should be identi­

fied. A copy of the complaint will be for­

warded by the Commission to such 11-

censee, public utmty or natural-gas 

company who shall be called upon to 

satisfy the complaint or to answer the 

same ln writing within 30 days after the 

date of service of the complaint un­

less the Commission with or without 

motion shall prescribe a different time. 

A copy of the response. or answer shall, 

at the time It ls forwarded to the Com­

mission, be served upon the complainant. 

If, In the judgment of the Commission, 

a violation of' an act, rule, regulation, 

or order, administered or issued by this 

Commission, has been alleged and has 

not adequately been satisfied it wlll 

either invite the parties to an informal 

conference, set the matter for a formal 

hearing, or take any other action which 

In the judgment of the Commission 

would be appropriate. In the event that 

a hearing is held the complainant auto­

matically will be a party thereto and 

need not file a petition for leave to In­

tervene. 
<b) Form. A complaint may be ·made 

by letter or other writing, It shall con­

tain the name and address of' the com­

plainant, the name and address of the 

party against whom the complaint Is 

made, and a statement of the facts form­

ing the basis for the conclusion that there 

has been a violation of an act adminis­

tered by this Commission or of a rule, 

regulation, or order Issued by the Com­

mission. Supporting material may be 

submitted along with the complaint. If 

Possible, 10 copies of the complaint and 

supporting material should be filed. 

Cc) Joinder. Two or more grounds of 

complaint involving the same purposes, 

subject, or state of facts, may be in­

cluded in one complaint, but should be 

separately stated and numbered; and 

two or more complainants may join in 

one complaint If their respective causes 

of complaint are against the same 

defendant or defendants, and involve 

substantially the same purposes and 

subject, and a like state of facts. 

(d) Orders to show cause. Whenever 

the Commission desires to institute a 

proceeding against any person under 

statutory or other authority, the Com­

mission may commence such action by 

an order to show cause setting forth the 

grounds for such action. Said order w!ll 

contain a statement of the particulars 

and matters concerning which the Com­

mission Is Inquiring, which shall be 

deemed to be tentative and for the pur­

pose of framing Issues for consideration 

and decision by the Commission in the 

proceeding, and the order \\ill require 

that the respondent named respond 

orally, or in writing <as provided in § 1.9 

Cc)), or both. 

11 

(Order 141, 12 F.R. 8473, Dec. 19, 1947, u 

amended by Order 369, 33 F .R. 2843, Feb. 10. 

1968( 

§ I. 7 Petitions. 

<a> General. Petitions for relief 

under any statute or other authority 

delegated to the Commission shall be In 

writing and under oath, shall state 

clearly and concisely the petitioner's 

grounds of interest ir. the subject matter, 

the facts relied upon, and the rellef 

sought, and shall cite by appropriate 

reference the statutory provision or 

other authority relied upon for relief 

at '.d shall conform to the requirements 

of§§ 1.15 and 1.18. 
<b> For issuance, amendment, waiver, 

or repeal of rules. A petition for the 

issuance, amendment, waiver, or repeal 

of a rule by the Commission shall set 

forth clearly and concisely petitioner's 

interest In the subject matter, the spe­

clftc rule, amendment, waiver, or repeal 

requested, and cite by appropriate refer­

ence the statutory provision or other 

authority therefor. If a rate filing ls 

accompanied by a request for waiver 

pursuant to this section the thirty-day 

notice period providrd in section 4<d> 

of the Natural Gas Act and section 

205Cd) of the Federu.l Power Act shall 

begin to run if and when the Commis­

sion grants the request. Such petition 

'~1 

'5:.1' 
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"NATURE IS THE ART OF GOD" 
Series I 
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E.. M. McKE;E. A. 1. P . G. 

CONSULTING GEOLOGIST 

Mr. Philip w. Buchen 
The White House 
Washington , D.C. 

Dear Mr., Buchen: 

416 MAPLE STREET, WINNETKA, ILLINOIS 60093 

TELEPHONE : AREA CODE 312 . 446-6231 

July 2, 1975 

It seems that you talked to some very effective people about the problems 
at the Ludington Pumped Storage Hydroelectric Plant. Mrs. Bloomer sent me 
a copy of The ¥uskegon Chronicle of June 18th reporting the sudden interest 
by the Michigan Depar tment of Natural Resources in the environmental and 
public damage caused by the pumped storage operationo I hope that this is 
only the first of many investigations of power plant sites to learn how t hey 
either enhance the environment or cause major dislo6ations. Such studies 
would certainly strengthen the Presidentts support of additional power 
plants, which we admittedly need. 

There are two more items which might interest you concerning the Ludington 
situatione The newspaper reporter who attended the trial in March has said 
privately that he had never seen such a biased trial, but was unable to 
report it in the paper as such. Also, Judge Wenk has been heard to say that 
he couldn't let Mrs. Bloomer wi n the case, because then he would have had 
in his court at least six more cases against the plant. 

My plans call for me to be in Michigan July 10-21, with a stop in Ludington 
probably July 12. Our Next FEA meeting is July 31, which means that I'll 
be in Washington again on July 30, 31 and August 1. If you wish, at that 
time I can discuss with you further developments at Ludington as I have 
learned about t hem in the field. 

Congratulations again on getting some action startedo 

cc: lf.irs" Bloomer 

Sincerely , 

~[~}Ji._k-
(Miss) Edith M. McKee, C.P. G. 
Consulting Geologist 



Thursday, July 3, 2:00 p. m. 386-4513 

Mr. Goldstein called for Drexel Journey re the Ludington Project 
in Michigan. He said that there had been a lot of public interest 
in the project and that they had had a request under the Freedom 
of Information Act for the papers pertaining to the project. Mr. 
Journey wanted you to know that he was putting the papers on 
public fileo 
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G =: ~l ::: ?. A 1.. C: 0 U N S :::: L 

FEDE:?.AL POWER CO <-·H·ilSSION 

\ ,_,V--' r _{ 1"' 
-,.-;,· J ....:-- ,f.,.J t 1"' / >-' 

Philip W. Buch~~ :='.squire 
Counsel to tee :_2sident 
The wni te House. 
Washington, D.G-

Dear Mr. Buch=:.:. 

In Reply Refer To : 
OGG 
Project No. 2680 
Ludington Pe..~ped Storage 

Project 

JUN 2 7 1975 

I am enclos:..:ig a £actual report on the Ludington Pumped 
Storage Project, all as indicated in my letter of June 23. 

I hope this report is helpful to you in responding to 
the President 1 s correspondent and Ms. McKee. ·rt was prepared 
·with the thought that you might choose to forward the report 
as the response ~o those correspondents. Three copies- are · 
enclosed.. 

___ sta.=£ =.==art c alls ~~tention to administrative 
i --:-:-e:~:__:_5:::1:ior:s ~~~ are.now being conducted by FPC staff 
p2-::-.s =-=::e::::. ~Yi -'-r ~ect to' the water condition of the Project 
c.::::. ::.: ?=oceci--= -.m.ich inte::;::ested or adversely affected 
p2=sc-_s --:::'..EiY cV- -hemselves of before the Commission. If 
t~==~ ~~ ~L- - ~ ~uestions, I shall be pleased to re~pon~. 

~2~-~ y::::=. fo~ ~~e opport''1:1ity to review this matter. 

Sincerely, 
- f'; /J . . . ,/; / ~ f1·v 111/ua . Ai)_ <Lu../1 ... .,,t{) 

' \.Y' I U / 

Drexel D. JoTu..-ney 
( . : ' Gcnercl Counsel 

..-" 
~:C s~~~f ReDort L~d~~gton Pumped 
-c- · ::;;:; o Consuners Power CoBpany - -· --"-' ' 

/' ... 
Storaga., Project 
& Th_e ~etroit 

- - -- Company, Licensees . 
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June 23 , 2.975 

Dear M~ . Journey: 

?ollo;-;inc; ::.y 12-=-::.2 .::- to you of June 19 
I enclose a cc~~ 0= a later letter 
:::-ccei ·\red fro.::i =·~~ 3 Ldi th £1! . .C.lcKee. 

Sincerely , 

0~12~ 
P hili{j ~·i ~ B~chen . . 
Cou~sel LO Lhe Presiden~ 

Nr . Drexel D. Jot:.rney 
General Counsel 
Federal Powe:::- Co==:ission 
Room 80()0 

= -=--...:. - - · ~-,. .,, _____ -= --- !' 
.-J- -

-=:tr eet 
20426 
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, , __ / -·.-·. 
~" r -

GENERAL COUNSEL 

FEDERAL POWER COM MISSION 

' -,,,.:. 

Philip W. Buchen, Esquire 
Counsel to the President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Buchen: 

June 23, 1975 

Thank you f or your letter of June 19, 1975. I shall 

look into the matter. You will receive a report on the 

Ludington situation this week. I believe you will find the 

r eport useful in responding to the President's correspondent 

and Ms. McKee. 

Sincerely, 

;JJ~ Ji~o 
Drexel D. Journey . . . 
General Counsel 

-~) 

" 
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r, -:.-..1 
I I , I - .., June 19, 1975 

Dear Mr. Journe~ : 

The Preside~~ 2=.s ~eceived several letters from a Nichigan fr2.2::.::. s:::= his concerning the purnp storage hyd=-o-elect==-~ ?~2.nt built just south of Ludington, Mic:iigan . 

The story wr::.::..~ t:..:ns friend relates is that such a project by ~= =onsuaer Power Company and Detroit Edison COm?=-:::Y ~as resulted in severe damage to the near-by p=-iv~~= lakeshore property including a home and shop m.;:i2C. "":Jy her. This party brought suit in a State Court ~~ainst the o~mers of the plant but did not succeed in obtaining a judgment, a llegedly because the presentation o~ the case was not well handled in her behalf an~ because of an unsyrapa­thetic judge . 

I first advisee this corres?ondent that I believed there was no c~?ortunity to help her at the Federal levelr b~t s2= ..=.sked me to discuss the problem with :-~s- :::.:=-:..2 ~'! . .:::~ee, a geolosist who had helped to -==-2::=-::e -'-"e --:::~=--tiff ' s case for the trial . Ms . McKee - - -
::..:...::.. :::=.~ c.~ ~ _..::: ice on tte dav she testified before -:..= -~-~ .:..._.:..._ =-=- - ':\a~ h :_+- '.1 ~.,..i :;, d F · h 0 ri S 1b---- ~~------ _ --~~c _a._._ __ c. _ _ n~ an is. ~--es u =~=---=--=-=22 ~= = ~2:..:=_1ograp~7. A copy of he=- testimony ~s 2=c~Js2c ~=c2~se it ceals in part, starting on :;:.=..:;e __ , -.-.-~ :::::. ~::-.2 Ludins-ta:: 2::rC.:co-electric plant . __ s. =·'. =3:e2 c..::.-:.-ises t:,at 9=-io= to the trial in question, =2e ·.-:c.s :::.:-_:=:.:: ::..2 to comple':.e ::-_2:::::- study of the ef feet of :'.ce olc.:::: 0::-2 lake c:.irre:::;:s, e.::-~d this lack of informat_ion 2a~tributed t o the diffic~~~~ of making a~ effective case in court. Nevertheless, ~s . McKee is convinced t~at se:::::-ious errors were =a~e by the utilities in locating and design~ng the :::..2~~ as they did and believes that the e:::::-rors m2c2 should serve as a l esson ·of what to avoid when locat~=~ a nd designing other similar plants ala::~ the G=2at Lakes . 

• f 
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~s. ~c~ee advises t~at mu=~ ad~itional proper ty , beyond tha~ o~ned b y ~er client is be ing threatened b y the existence and o;eration of Lhis plant, partly because of severe lea~s =rem the ~ottom of the reservoir and partly from t~e ~=feet of the water discharge on lake c~rrents . S~e =~~e s the 9oi~t that unless utilities in locating a.~d ~2s~gning s uch plants take heed of problems like t his, -=:.:.:.e.::-2 -,.;ill be continued public opposition to construct~o2 == a~ditional plants despite the crying ~eed for f1.:!_ - ~=-- electric power capacity. 

I call this 3~~~3tion to your attention because of the strong inte.:::-2-=:~ on the part of this Administration and your Co~niss~=n to expedite the development of hydro­electric po~<== - I would ap?reciate your referring this matter to tne a?propriate official on the Commission staff who co-:..!lC. suggest a letter I might send to the President's co==espondent and Ms. McKee on the policies and authority 0£ the Federal Power Commission which bear on the Ludington situation as described and gener2lly on other pu.up storage plants being planned. 

20426 

S in<;;_erely, -
.// 1ra4 w.rr~ 

Philip~~- Buchen 
Co~~sel to the President 

•. 



Dear i"Ir. Buchen: 

~ 
~ 

6-8-75 

Thank yo~ for your letter of 6-5-75. ~dith McKee called today 
recuesting the enclosed pictures be sent to her in care of you 
prior to her meeting with you on ;•:ed.. 6-11-75. She leaves to­
ni8ht and no ti~e ~o get them to her residence. A2 I do not 
have a courier on tap, I hope the "thru' snow and ice" people 
come through and thl.s reaches you in time. 

Regdrding your letter (2nd paragraph) Jerry said to contact Mr. 
v~nder Jagt because of political protocol as he was the Congress­
m~n from Michigan and Jerry would do all he could from the 
\JasLington "end". Not becauc:e it was a "state involvement" 
affair. 

I fail to see why it's NOT a Federal concern, as it involves 
Federal waters· and the electricity generated is sold :intra­
state, but what do I know? In fact, the Power Co. did not 
dispute an allegation thc.t more went out of state than in. 

Th~nk you so kindly for you time and I again apologize for being 
a nuisance, but, I repeat we are desper&te. We really do need 
~1 ! ! ! l 

-t0 6en1 
Please convey tW!iy thanks and gra <citude"for h er help and I' 11 
write to her as soon as the newest mess 1n my life is over. The 
"perils of pauline" are a Sunday School picnic comp&red to some 
of the problems I've had in the last three years. My latest 
hurdle is that next Tuesday I have to appear in court again 
to answer a charge by the Po~er Co. thac I ewe them some $4600.00 
to pay for the costs of bringing their wit~-. esses to the trial. · 
I DO NOT BELTvE IT but there it is. I did not think this could 
happen in-O~r country. I'm convinced in my o~n mind this is 
naught but 11 s care tactics" to frighten cff a class action suit 
but I could be 1-'-irong. (Eave been eefore.) I'm afraid I do not 
stand a chance ~!ith that Judge sit~ing on his illustrious - ahem­
bench but I do h~ve faith that everything happens for a reason 
and perhaps Go~ has designated me to help these other people, 
s o I'm trying. 

Thank y o~ kindly again for your time. I do know how bu~y you all 
are but I deeply and sincerely appreciate it. 

Very truly ~ ours, 

~j\_~c_,;' .-c,: ~ \ G-C l\,\_<..,'\.­

Chr i : tie Bloomer 
( Mrs. Robert Bloomer) 
879 4 Glendale 
Onekama, Mich. 49675 

• 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 5 , 1975 

Dear Mrs . Bloomer: 

You can be assured that I have talked about your matter directly with Betty Ford and, after your letter o f May 14, I made further inquiries as to what, if any, possibility there is at the Federal level to provide relief from the conditions created by the hydro-electric plant which was a joint project of Consumer's Power Company and Detroit Edison. 

The Ford family is, o f course, very appreciative of all you have done for the children, but, in the President's case, he must depend on help from his advisers such as me to ascertain if there is any help to be provided. As you indicated, even much earlier the Ford office had to refe r you to Congressman Vander Jagt who, on investigation, appeared to have concluded the problem was purely one of state involvement . . 

After checking further, I find that probably the only possible application of Federal law to the situation would involve the National Environmental Policy act which c ame into effect January 1, 1970. 

Then . I called Mrs. McKee for further information as you suggested, and I found out that she is going to be in Washington next week on another matter, and she o ffere d to c ome to my offi ce to give me further information. 

After I have talked with Mrs . McKee , I shall write you further . 

Sincerely, 

i~:.17~ 
Counsel to the Preisdent 

Mrs . Robert K. Bloomer 
Daybreak Cottage 
8794 Glendale 
Onekama , Michigan 49675 
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C;--;z: ru.; 1 -~-:.J . : 1 ::cr.:~-i -;;~ 

Mr. Ph ilip Buchen 
Co1.2..:.'13cl ·to tt1e ?resident 
1The ·1"hi te House 
~a shington, D. C. 20025 
~ -. . 
I ! •;::i, .- -r' '- l ,..... • 
---~c..- _..L.. .. 

Thank you for your letter of ~ay 7, 1975. I believe you 
mis~ed wy point completaly. Perhaps I dict:l't clarify it. 

!,/ ~; . 7. c:...· I , .J 

1- l-:now what I have to do re an a DGeal (which I told vou I 
could not afford and. it would be: bf little value, anyy;;ay, 
because of the fraud in my trial) I'm not seel"{ing legal~; ad.­
vice. What I'm trying to tell the President is that this is a potential danger s;ot and it ~needs investigative action. 
Is not the FEC authorized to investigate something that they 
~ave given their permission to operate? If not they, then 
';·;-ho'? i,~-ould it do any 5 ood to come to Washington to talk to 
t ~:::;:::i? Cr cculd so:neone from the EPA help us? You. say this 
i s a. State affair . Do you IJ.ean the t::-ial or the Ofaration 
of ~he Hydro-2lectric Plant? The State had nothing to do 
-;;i th sane t ioning tha- Po-we:t: .. Co. to build Ct.nd. opera. t.e this 
plant, did it? Do I contact the Governor of Michigan? It's 
all a bit nebulous. 

Su.::-ely , there raust be -Sbmeone ·in Lthe cotmtry :"-ho cs.n help u s . 
Gr i s the Govern~ent interested only in helping feo9le from 
ot iler cou.,n. tri:=.;s and those who are on illigi ti::rrate ~~DC and. 
welfare? This is not paranoid, it seems these ~ eonle have 
o':'..2.y to f il,l out an application regardless of "li 7 ins in s i.::i" 
o::- "?>rha teverjand the Goverm=:en t j o.vfully dor.a tes f ocd stamps} 
h :J::2.es . med i cal a id. and etc. We , who h3. ve work::;d. s-,~1 of our 
lives ~ 3Jaid ta:zes, tr ied to live decent lives, aLd have ceen 
self supporting can get no help from anyone. Inequity? It 
surely Eeems so. 

;.;oc:;.ld. you please lnfo-n! me if P:resident Ford. ever sa:ar rn.y let:ar~­
I K.i\fC ',./ .how bu ::o y he is , but it seems incradi ol e to me that f1e 
co~ld not take a few minutes to read. it and give me a call. 
~ T,·relco:rred two of 'bi s children into my hosa , s O.o~,,ed.. them 
e;1 ,2ry ccur~esy 1 c a red for t h em. and had ·the res~cnsibility oz ... 
then a~d I loved it. I was busy, too, but not t~o busy to 
h.;:.ve .3 tev·e a}:'1d Susan ~\Ti th us and.. I en j o~Ted it .. Je?:ry c :::; lled 
.:=e•reral tio.ss tnen t o see if -che -y. oungsters had. arrived. ::;ar~e -. - ' ~; , i f ~a met tha plane , if we ' d. ts~e them to C&3~ . pick them 
u. ;: :r r o:n c a.mp , etc . And I re9 eat , their li...'lcle Bob and I loved. 
~~e~ gna loved having them. Jerry jus t do2 sn 1 t s eem the "Cype 
c J ~ to g i ve me f ive minute s of his time . I 1 d just like to 

, 
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If you have Sj·'-Y doubt as tc the allegations I 1 ve E:i.8cle re the 
E.~cro -~lectric Flant , you 'I:..ay call -:0.y ,,;.~ologist , ~11::: . ;:;;dlth 
~li r~ . .,, 0 i71 ' .. ;1~11 etka T1 1 ----:;l ? -~ T 6or?Jl ""~,..:; :::Y,o wi ll -v~r1·f'y j,.;.'-"--~ ....... --- ~ __ .;.i_ _ - ' ---· J- - _..1. _ - - - ---- -..:..!. ....... . - -- ._ -. 

~Y ~ta.te.:rrents . 

I 1 d al~ o like to ask Jerr;p (if ~Y wa il doesn ' t g et. to him or 
"-"-~ :-,_o; 1 s t.Jci busy t o ;:L'ls-,;er or bother T;_th :ne) a!lother-question~ ., :r. -i ve c2en asked to pre.sent: this· whole s ordid. mess on TV and I · 
CJ) . not want- to do any.thing to- hurt· him, by appearing: ..... .;· -I' .ve not'."t 
t old. any 01-:.;.these -.. :people-r. of,,,, ou.r;;:;,.m~la..,.. relsi.t-ionshiPi:l but ~o::ne 
swart cookie is sure to pic k up the nsme 3 loomer anQ connec t 
it to 3ettyf s :maiden name. Edvtse,..._ , pleas<3!~ TT~ that i s the 
or:ly 'Nay we can get a."1.y help , I gues s I 'll have to cio it but 
I cio not ';•ant to c ause hira emoarrss sGJ.ent in any ;·ray . 

T!J.e severity of this situation ca:nnot 8e e:nphasized enoughi 
The Fc-:;·;er Co. is plan..YJ.ing on building another one of these 
plants just north of here in the fur.ure and if the same thin.g 
hsppens t h3re, it will be a nother 2 ess. They did not lis~en 
to any advice g ive n them before re the instability of the 
la:2.d and they -;roba bly c.;on ' t again. 

We have all worked too ~ard to have juc t a home to losa e very­
~hing. ',.ia cio NOT deserve to be ig::ored . 

Ths.nk yo1J. for your time , Sir . 

Very truly yours , 
(_ 1,..~~ \ ,-: C-

Ch r i '='tie Bloo;:ner 
; "· T ..,.... -:-.. , - -L- " 1 ~ o ) ~ ~~s . ~oosr ~ n~oc~~r 

8794 Glends.le 
,,.,.,,:::.~ra,.,.,a -l''iich L190"75 v:.. ... ..._._).. J...J..o. ' - - .. • PE . ~ 616- 389 - 4488 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 3, 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR: PHILIP W. BUrK 

JAY T. FRENCH-Q1 FROM: 

SUBJECT: Draft of Mrs. Bloomer letter 

The statutory language of the National Environmental Policy 
Act neither expressly exempts nor applies to projects initiated 
prior to January 1, 1970, the effective date of the Act. The 
Federal cour~s applied the Act 1 s requirements to projects 
initiated before the effective date when it was sho'vvn that as of 
that date the Federal gove rnment had a 11continuing responsibility" 
to 11u se a ll practical means .•. to improve and coordinate 
Federal plans, functions, programs, and resources ... 11 to carry 
out the policies of the Act. 

Set forth below is a suggested statement of law for you to include 
in your l etter to Mr s . Bl.oomer. 

Also, under the National Envir.onmental Policy . 
A c t, an environmental impact statement on this 
project would have b een prepared if it was 
de t e rmine d that an agency of the fe d e ral government 
had a continuing and ongoing responsibility for the 
project after the effective date of the Act~ January 1, 1970. 
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1. The Honorable John N. Nassikas 
Chairman 
Federal Power Commission 
825 North Capitol Street 
Washington, D. C. 20426 

2. Mr. Sheldon Meyers 
Director 
Office of Federal Activities 
Envirorunental Protection Agency 
401 M Street SW 
Washington, D. C. 204:60 

3. Office of the General Counsel 
Council on Environmental Quality 
722 Jackson Place 
W ashington, D. C. 20006 
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:::our letter addressad to the President ~s been re::erred to ~e, as his Counsel. 

I .'.-z..: ... va ravie~..::<l your a ccount. o f t D.e aventa wn.ic .. -i led up t o your loss of prope....-ty in the vicinity of Ludin9t.on • .?rom your account of tbe::se events, it appear3 -t-hat. ae i~su.es you raised were litigai:.~. Without a record of t;;.e trial1 I cannot of cowrsia judge tha ground on wh:ic!l the court dee.iced to ritle aga.ins t you. I!owever, ordinarily if t ... 11~r-e iz a f air basis for appeaJ.. amd reversal of -tile Trial Coo.rts Judgment# you should b e ai.?ls "to obtain an attorney -to handle the .appea.1 and re­tri.il on a contingent fee basis. You do not. L-id.icate that you havtt tried to take thiu course, a.~d it. is the o~ly ona t..~at appears possibl~ so far as 1 can tell. 

The natter you disC''1Ss is pu.rel 7 one of ~tats law and is solely wi t hin the juri$diction oi the State courts. •.J:nC.er ti."les.a cirCU!llS bnces, there is no authori t::y on ~'J.e ?~Z~ of ~~e Presi<lant or any othar Federal official to h.c.1 p in ~~is raa tt..ar. 

! ~eg~et that this conclusion may see!!.\ varJ d iscouraging to you" .but I t..~ink you can ap9reciate t;."':lat it is t:ne only r~sponse posa.u:::i.1.e. I d o s~('.illpath.iz~ wit!i yo·u in th$ e xtreme diffi~...1ltias you hav-e had, but unla.s~ j,?.."'J.ere a.re ot..'1.~r aspects of tl:le :::?...atter not apparent to ~, I 
~-.::nOTN of no positive assistanc".! we can give f rom here. 

~·1.:ts , C'!lristie :Uloomer 
Daybreak Cottage 
379<! Gl~ndale 
O:n<2!kruaa.,. l'iichlgan 49675 

bee: Mildred Leonard 

Sinceraly, 

Philip W. Bu.chen 
Counse1 to ~~e P:~sident 

\~. 



5-1-75 

Dear Mr. President, 

With all the problems in the country ~oday, I hate to b other you with 

.T. ine, ::Cu t I do not know where else to turn. When I had a business 

and had a ~:::robleon, I alv;ay s went to the " Top i'1an 11 for help and e-.·en 

if you weren't an in-law, I'd Tff ite to the Pre sident of this country 

for help , so please do not think I'm taking adv3ntage of the fact you 

a r e an in-law. 

I'll try to be a s brief as possible - I know how busy you are. f'iy 

probl9~ may seem s light to y ou but to x e it means a great deal. 

Here •tis---
For 2~ years, I've waged a battle vith Consumers 1 s Power Co. which 

culminated in a trial the last of March. In one of the most biased 

trials · I could imagine, I lost. I was aghast to know there are Judges 

(?) like this in our country. We hava several reasons to appeal but 

I ~im~ly c&nnot afford it. 

The Hydro-Electric Plant built by C -:m~umer' s Power Co. and Detroit 

Edison on the shores of Lake Michigan near my property in Ludir..gton 

has caused so ~uch damage to the property, I was advised by , the man 

who knew more about the plant than anyone ( quote from Con. Power Co.) 

to get out immediately and it was not safe to stay in overnight. 

That was in Oct. of 1972. He then t i.trned to me ano. asked me ~7ha t 

I'd settle for (in my book, that must be an admission of g ull t) a?Jd 

I told him the price of the buildings and property. He told me he 

would take it back to their lethal ( wh oo ps, Freudian slip!) legal 

department and I would hear from them. I di~, all right, J months 

l a ter to the excuse they were not to blame, it wa s high water. I 

told them if they could explain how high water could get over 500 

feet of ice, (it started ha ppening in Jan.) and up a JOO foot bluff 

v and b.::.:.ck 150 feet to cs.uEe subsidence t oles, I could buy the ir sr:,ory. 

I asked them why when the water was lY' higher in 1952, it caused 

mo damage. No answer . 

It uas about that time I c a lled you to a?k f or advice. You advi s ed 

me to write to Vander Jagt, which I did . His office advi~ed me to 

h ire a lawyer. Two years later and many thousands of dollars later, 

here I am , I've lost a home, business and property and Con-~er's 

P o-;,.;er wall{s home free. INCREDIBLE! t I ! ! CB.n this happen in our coun­

try? Believe o e, . it did. 
yut.;) 

Several other fa~ilies in the area a r e ~ experiencing similar - and other 

problems and they have formed an association but they are even hesi­

t3nt to start a clase action ~uit becau~e of the fraud in my trial. 

In t h is travesty on jus tice, there were 2ub 2tant ial errors in evidence 

rulings and so raany biased, blatant rulings in favor of the Po~er Co. 

TLe geologist I hired said the '>·hole project wa2 a J fTO~:.g B. ttack on 

,r_y property. 
1 . The maffiilloth, heavy construe ti on 8tQ:Ui p:nen t used in build in 

this thing caused so much vibration, t h e houses in the aFea ~ 

....,,.. shook as tho' in an earthquake. This v;ent on 20 ou:t of~"24 ~ 
• r-' 

hours for monthc- and months. Houses a..o not shake U..'1les:s the 

g round is sha~ing. The bluffs in front of my h ous e fi rst 

vs taTted f alling from the top with £.£ under:nining. Thi c do ::!S 

not happen in hi3h water. 
• 



2. . • 

2. The weight of the filled reservoir i s popping underground 
cprings which are under a ll the property in that area. 
There are 9000 gallons of water a minute seeping from that 
reservoir, 1800 of -A'hich are being pumoed in to Lake •'ii ch. 
and tn9t leaves 7200 ge:tllons a minute ~unning u..--1der our 
property~ c onstantly . Li t tle wonder that there a re s ub­
~idence holes and Blippage of the bluffs, in the whole 
area, not ju ~ t on my property. 

J. 
The operation of the plant con c icts of using 6 generating 
un its to pwnp t".le water. The vibration from those at 
times is able to be felt by the residents. With the loo~e 
cand and the vibration literally devastating that land, it 
is becoming a potential danger to all in the area . The jet­
ties the Po--:·;er Co. built o ~t into the lake are disrupting 
the natural flow of the lake and swirling back around into 
the property, also. It has interfered v ith the natural 
sand bars, "t·?h ich Nether Nature put there to break the force 
of the wave energy. 

The geologist Consu::ner's Power Co . hired to advise them before con­
struction of this plant told them this land was not s table enough to 
construct that kind of plant, but hi s advice was ignored. Shou;id 
they not hbve to pay for their mistakes? Should the other re s idents 
a.nd I have to bear that burden? The Pow·er Co. ha s paid off some 
people in the area on the East side of the reservoir, b ut refuse' ' 
to pay anyone on the West s 1de (the side t0·~rd the lake) as they 
can blame ii3. on hi3h water. There are people who have lived. in 
that area for 60 y ears and their ancestors before them, and nothing 
like this h s: s ever hap pened until that plant went in. The people on 
t he ~ast side suffered damage and ccillp lete ruination of their orchard 
cro:;is d ue to the 11 rwi off u 'on the re -:- er:;oir. The Por,.rer Co~ is so 
proud. of the fact they received an en s ineering award and 0 .K. from 
the Federal Energy Comm. 1·Jould F2C have okayed this if they knew 
there could be a catastrophe with subsequent los s of life? Is it to 
be l ike so many other things, t o o little, too l~te??? ?? There has 
already been one death of a young mother who ·Nas killed in a land­
r::lide =- outh of my property due to the slipp~g1;3 :of a bluff . The 
Pm,rer Co. i:r;:;.;r,ediately put s ighs':-'in the area warning of the danger. 
l'/01...' .. &d they have done that if not to protect themselves·? It was not 
on th~ir property. Will soffieone act only after a tra gedy has 
occur:-td? Geolog ists feel this iihol~ land mass could slip into · 
the lake, which could cause a tidal wave killing hundreds of others, 
not just the people living in the area . Bel ieve me , Jerry, this is 
a (_"" roblem. not caused by hig h Fater. I've lived in the Lake Mich. 
area all of my life and nothing like th is has ever happened any ­
where. It's not ha ~.:pening 50 P-iles N . where my cottag e i5 located. 
p,s one v;ag said, 0 Tb..e 1-:ater isn't as hig h in that part of Lake 
Mich i gan." And we have the came high bluff s h ere. 
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. "<!:" We've worked al l of out lives to have a home and a little mo~ey for 
r~ tireraent. Ca n a comp&ny like this step in and literall;y: t ,!.,- e every­
thing from u s a nd not be made to pay for it? The Po~er ~o. bou ght 
land in Arcadia , Mich. to build another Hydro - Electric plan~ a d 
one of the reps wa s quoted. as say i;:!g t h ey were buying more than 
needed because of all the '.~ roblems Yi th the Ludington property owners . 
I h~ve had to pay for my mi~takes in life, should they not have to 
ps y for theirs? 
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~hiG whole mess has already cost me over ~45,000.00 and I've lost 
a business , two buildings , and ;,roperty , tr_rough no fault of mine., 
that would cost at today's prices $118 , 232.00 to replace. That 
is a total of $164,000.00 wh ich I could h8ve lived off ~ery nicely 
the rest of. rr:y life and have a. r:o.::ne to live in. too . I c&nnot live in my cottage the year rou."1d . It is an ale 58 yr . old plei ce, 1·rhich 
I dearly love , but does not have·any insul~tion, the W8ter ~ip2s 
are on the outside above freezing line and it is on a hi3h bluff 
not accEssible in the winter snow. So , I hbve had to move every 6 months for 2~ yrs . I ju~t made my 7th move in that time. 
I con' t "tee; in to tell you whEi t affect t·his whole me s s has h&d on 
~Y ~ealth and narves. 

Here I am , at 58 , with no home, no re t irement money , no income, 
.NO NOY.dIN ! ! ! ! Can they possibly get a·way F i th th i E? Can the,y step in and talce ev2rything away from a person and not be made to p&.y for it? 

Simply , I've done everythi~g I could on my own for 2~ years and no~ 
I ju::: t don't know where to turn . Can you , will you , hel ~ me c,nd 
the others who need it? We are desp,ti:rate1!1 ! : 

Thank you for your time . 

sincerely, 

'-...._ I \_, ; '--'---i: -., 
Chri ~tle Bloo~er 

D.;':'3REAX COTTAGE 
8794 Gleodale 

Onekama, Michigaa 49675 

Ph . # 616-889 -4488 

I deeply appreciate it. 




