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THE WHITE HOUSE M

WASHINGTON

May 31, 1976 ;
MEMORANDUM FOR: DAVE GERGEN
FROM: PHIL BUCHE ’ -
SUBJECT: MEDAL OF FREEDOM

Iwould be delighted to join any meeting set up concerning
the selection of additional candidates to be awarded the
Medal of Freedom.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

May 14, 1976

MEMORANDUM FOR: Uégg; BUCHEN

DICK CHENEY
JIM CONNOR
JERRY JONES
JACK MARSH

FROM: DAVE GERGEN

SUBJECT: Medal of Freedom

If the President is going to take full advantage this
year of the opportunities represented by the Medal of
Freedom, we ought to be moving ahead with a program.

Attached is a list of candidates that has been drawn
together by Judy Muhlberg from recommendations extending
back to 1969. There are obviously many names that have
been overlooked and should be added.

After the dust settles in the next few days, I
recommend we talk out a way of approaching this area
- and determining what should be recommended to the

- President.




















































































































































ADMINISTRATIVELY CONRLDENIFAT

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
June 4, 1976
MEMORANDUM FOR: *  PHIL BUCHEN
FROM: DAVE GERGEN

SUBJECT: : Medal of Freedom

The President has asked that the staff submit to him a list
of recommendations for p0551b11e recipients of the Medal of
Freedom.

In order to facilitate that process, we have drawn up a list
of distinguished Americans who have been recommended in the
past or have otherwise come to our attention. Those names
have been organized in 13 fields of endeavor.

What we now ask is that you do two things: (1) review this
list and indicate to the left of the names your top three
choices in each category, showing the order of priority;
and (2) that you add any names you feel should be included
in the considerations.

The recommendations you submit will be considered in a
relatively small meeting to be chaired by Jack Marsh next
week.

It is not yet clear how or when a set of medals would be
presented. One proposal under review is to award a group
of them around the 4th of July. We would not be trying to
select the 10 or 15 most outstanding Americans but repre-
senatives from each field who have demonstrated a high
degree of excellence.

With the 4th of July only four weeks away, time is very
short. We are therefore asking that you please return your
views to Judy Muhlberg in my office by 10:00 a.m., Saturday.

By way of background: The Medal of Freedom was established
by Harry Truman in order to honor men and women for dis-
tinguished contributions to national security. In 1963,

John Kennedy issued a new Executive Order greatly expanding
the criteria to anyone who has made "an especially meri-
torius contribution to (1) the security or national interests
of the United States, or (2) world peace, or (3) cultural

or other significant public or private endeavors."



»

That executive order of 1963 goes on to say that
"the principal announcement of awards ... shall
normally be made annually, on or about July 4th

of each year; but such awards may be made at other

times as the President may deem appropriate."
President Ford could be the first to honor the July 4th

suggestion.

A list of past honorees is also attached.

Many thanks.
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THE MEDAL OF FREEDOM

ART..AND. ARCHITECTURE.

sdﬁnsel Adams photographer, naturalist and conservationist;

he has enlisted his camera in the service of nature, and
produced perhaps the finest black and white outdoor
photographs in history.

Alexander Calder Sculptor. A creator of mobiles and stabiles,
he has married form and space with movement and time. He is
perhaps the greatest living American Sculptor of the
non-realist school. Note: The President originally

nominated Calder when he was Minority Leader.

Henry Dreyfuss Industrial designer, professor; member

of the UCLA faculty, and has received numerous awards for
his excellent work, particulary in structural design;
recipient of the Architectural League, Gold Medal, 1951.

David E. Finley Historian, Curator; one of the founders
of National Trust for Historic Preservation; former
Chairman of the Board of Directors for the White House
Historical Association, Director of the National Gallery
of Art, President of the American Association of
Museums, Chairman of Fine Arts Commission.

R. Buckminister Fuller Engineer and developer of the
geodesic dome, one of the most important men in the
field of design during the 20th century.

George O'Keefe One of the biggest female names in the
world of American painting.

Nathaniel Owings Outstanding architect and founding
partner of Skidmore, Owings and Merrill. Chairman of
Temporary Commission on Pennsylvania Avenue since 1965.
Designer of many distinguished publlc and private
buildings, including Lever House in New York.City.

Jose Luis Ser: Architect and city planner. Born in Spain;

U. S. citizen since 1951. Dean of the Harvard Graduate
School of Design, 1953-1968. Designer of dozens of new towns
and distinguished buildings throughout the world. Prof&saqr\\
at several universities and the recipient of many awaxds for .

architecture. Leader in architectural profession. fﬁ
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Mrs. Jouett Shouse Donor of the Wolf Trap Farm Park and
Trustee of the Kennedy Center; civic leader.

Roger Stevens Chairman of the Board for JFK Center for the
Performing Arts (10 years), First Chairman for the National
Council on Arts, co-founder of American Shakespeare Theatre;
President of the National Opera Institute and Chairman of the
American Film Institute, Chairman of the Book Award Committee,
Chairman of the American National Theatre.

Norman Rockwell Artist, 1969 named Artist of the Year by
the New York Artist Guild. Worl-known for his covers of the
saturday Evening Post.
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